
FOREST FUND PLANNED 
ROMANIAN-GREEK RELATIONS 
INTERVIEW WITH AHRWEILER 

LEATHER FROM CRETE 
TAIWAN'S OFFICE IN ATHENS 



BODY CONTROL 
PllATES BASED TECHNIQUE® 

Individually designed series of exercises 
with an emphasis on exercising in an 
anatomically correct manner. These 
exercise courses are excellent for 
anyone wishing to keep fit, back 
sufferers, people recovering from 
injuries, dancers, pregnant women and 
new mothers. {Private sessions, small 
classes, weekend seminars and teacher 
training courses are available}. 

HATHA YOGA 

The classical asanas (postures) in a 
peaceful, meditative atmosphere. Deep 
stretching, breathing exercises and 
deep relaxation that are all part of this 
6000 year old system of health. 
{Private sessions, small classes, weekend 
seminars and teacher training courses 
are available}. 

REIKI 
11 Reiki11 is a Japanese word which means 
lithe energy of the-great spirit". An 
ancient healing aft which is over 2500 
years old R_eikLencompasses healing 
with the hands, archetypal healing 
symbols and healing from a distance. 
it seeks to heal physically 
psychologically, spiritually and globally. 
it recognises no limits .. 
(Treatments, first and second degree 
weekend seminars, mastership training, 
open house~ marathon~ second degree 
meetings are available}. 
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Jenny colebourne's 

ILLIUM 
center of Light® 
18, Dimoharous str., Athens 115 21, Tel.: 7231397 

OPEN EVENINGS 

Every first Thursday 
of each month 20.00 - 22.00 

everyone is welcome to come and meet 
the therapists and teachers 

who work at the center. 
This is an opportunity to ask for more 

detailed information, 
advice on particular problems 

and even try a little of each class or 
treatment offered. 

Light refreshments will be available. 

TELEPHONE INQUIRIES 7231397 

We have a special time 
for telephone inquiries so as not 

to interrupt classes and treatments. 
Please call Monday · Friday 14.00 · 16.00 

for appointments or information. 
At other times leave a short 

message on the answering machine. 
Please speak clearly. 

EUTONIA 
(AFSPAENDING) 

A psycho-physical therapy which begins 
with the physical idientity of the client. 
it aims to balance the physical muscle 
tension pattern and to uncover the 
psychological reason for any imbalance. 
This process ensures that the client's 
identity becomes an integral part of 
the personal experience of the body 
and how it expresses itself. 
{Individual treatments and classes 
are available}. 

CRANIAL SACRAL THERAPY 

Revitalises the nervous system by 
facilitating the flow of cerebral spinal 
fluid. (Treatments available by 
appointment). 

SHIATSU ) 

An oriental massage using the same 
energy channels and points as 
acupuncture. it re lieves many symptoms 
including migraines, constipation, 
insomnia and backache thro~h finger 
pressure, gentle rubbing, palm pressing 
and other soft manipulations. 
(Treatments and weekend seminars 
are available}. 

REFLEXOLOGY 

The art of pressing different areas of 
the foot to stimulate and heal the 
whole body. (Treatments are available 
by appointment). 

ILLIUM (ENTER OF LIGHT is a certifying studio 
of the Institute for the Pilates Method, Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA and jenny colebourne is a founding member 

Please note none of the classes or treatments available at the center are a substitute for medical advice. 
if in doubt please consult. with your doctor before attending. we are happy to co-operate with medical professionals. 
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~, ing a career in a accreditations, IATAIUFTM autho-

rapidly growing rized training center. Transfer cred-
industry, full of diverse its to selected UK and USA univer­

hallenges - a career with real sities. Language of instruction is 
prospects for success, ALPINE the English. Graduates of high schools 

Leader in Swiss Hotel & Tourism may apply. 
Management Studies in Greece For more information please con­
offers the highest quality education, tact our admissions office at: 
with worldwide job placement 
assistance for its graduates. 
Courses include: 
Hotel Management, Hotel 
Operations, Travel and Tourism 
Administration, IATA/UFTAA 
and Catering Management. 

r----------------------, 
Please send me without obligation more inlormation 
about the programs of study at Alpine. 
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OUR TOWN 
TREE-PLANTING AND TAX-EVASION: A PROPOSAL 

L ast spring this newspaper called 
its readers' attention to a pri­
vately sponsored organization 

called "Plant Your Roots in Greece" 
which was collecting funds for national 
afforestation . The organization, they 
were informed, had the support of 
AHEPANS and the Forestry Authority 
of the Ministry of Agriculture. The 
Environment Editor Michael Anasta­
siades had a long chat about it with the 
General Secretary of the Forest Ser­
vice, Mr Dimitrios K. Katsoudas, and 
The Athenian put it all down in black­
and-white. 

This project for the Greening of 
Greece sprouted few stories in the local 
press and it seems the government for­
got about it, too, what with forest fires, 
tax-evasion, Skopje and other more 
pressing issues. As a result the En­
vironment Editor got out of sorts with 
the General Secretary of Forests (see 
page 10) . This, in turn, caused 'in­
house' embarrassement since Greece, 
though small, is full of 'Renaissance' 
men and women and it happens that Mr 
Katsoudas has also been The Athe­
nian's Music Critic. 

At this moment of editorial 
awkwardness , the Athens News Agen­
cy's corre~pondent Mr Zissis came to 
the rescue with a report from New 
York last month that Prime Minister 
Mitsotakis has inaugurated there the 
"Plant Your Roots in Greece" project. 
So, let both Mr Katsoudas and Mr 
Anastasiades, as well as readers, be 
rest assured that money will soon be 
flowing in from the New World, sowing 
new greenery in Greece. 

We are very beholden to Mr Mitso­
takis for getting us out of this 

briar patch , and will continue support­
ing his government with its majority of 
one (even without Mr Samaras), 
through thick and (mostly) thin, even if 
it ends up allowing Macedonia ten 
names: the only real one will always be 
Greek. 

It is on the severe measures lately 
legislated against tax-evasion that we 
will have to withdraw life support. It's 
not just that tax evasion is a normal 
Hellenic way of life, or that its patron 
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Saint Mamas is a pillar of the Orthodox 
Church or that disguising one's assets 
was the patriotic way of saying ohi to 
the Ottoman tax-collector in the bad 
old days. It is simply that the govern­
ment's policy is unrealistic; in short, 
"pie-in-the-sky". 

Firstly, Greeks don 't even know 
when they're tax-evading. This country 
has more laws than it has rocks, and it 
is impossible for its citizens to be famil­
iar·with all of them. Tens of thousands 
of them have rolled out of Parliament, 
while those of Napoleon, Justinian, 
Draco,Solon and Lycurgus have never 
been officially invalidated. As a result , 
everything in this country is against the 
law, and therefore, as the old folk 
adage has it, "everything is possible" . 
How can someone be held liable for an 
act whose significance he is unaware 
of? 

Secondly, even when they know 
they're tax evading, Greeks will slip out 
the government's fingers. "You can't 
teach an old dog new tricks" is one of 
those untruths imported from the 
West. Here, old dogs learn new tricks 
every day. 

T he low-down on the government's 
policy so far is this: Putting teeth 

into the laws that are known and 
straightening those involving tax en­
forcement are the concerns of the gov­
ernment's new orthodontist, Mr Stefa­
nos Manos. He has introduced legisla­
tion that hands out six-month prison 
terms for anyone convicted of owing 
the states between 100,000 drachmas 
(500 US dollars) and two million drach­
mas (10,000 US dollars), and a year's 
incarceration for anyone owing more. 

This all looked good on paper to the 
people at the Finance Ministry, but 
those over at Justice blanched. Since it 
is already known that there are 60,000 
tax evaders at large, and no doubt 
many more, where are they going to be 
put? The municipal jails are all full of 
Albanians and the federal ones like 
Korydallos already overbooked. 

But wriggling out of quandries is the 
· Greek way of life, and eager Justice 
Ministry General Secretary Mr Karras 
brighly suggested taking over hotels to 

house convicts. 
Now, as everyone knows, the hos­

telry business isn't exactly flourishing in 
Athens, and all would agree that the 
abandoned Hotel George II in Syntag­
ma would look better with barred win­
dows than it does now. So Mr Karras 
asked bank$ if they had avai lable hotels 
around which they have taken over 
when their owners defaulted on debts. 
The answer was very supportive. 

So now it was the Ministry of Public 
Order that became uneasy. How could 
they provide the manpower to enforce 
security? Concierges have enough on 
their hands without having to lock up 
each of their guests and, presumably, 
provide room service without Filipinesa 
maids who have all had their work 
permits cancelled to give unskilled, un­
employed Greeks a chance. 

Then , when the banks heard how 
much the state was willing to pay in 
rent, they returned to the old idea of 
transforming their hotels into office 
blocks where, cynics remark, new fields 
for tax-evasion will soon be cultivated. 

As the dream of hotels faded , idea­
men came up with taking over mostly 
vacant shopping malls on the edge of 
insolvency. Building shopping malls 
has reached epide1nic proportions in 
Attica, and despite ever fewer rentals 
and customers, enthusiasm for building 
more has continued unabated. But, 
on analysis, even if the walls built 
around them were rented out for 
hoardings, the cost would be prohibi­
tive. Even if they united all the colors 
of the rainbow, Bennetton could not 
afford that many billboards. 

The Athenian modestly recom­
mends a much simpler and enlightened 
solution. Have every one found guilty 
of a tax-evasion violation go out and 
plant a tree. Within a few years Greece 
will look like Norway and everyone will 
live happily ever after. 

Of . course, what the government 
really wants is to exterminate tax-eva­
sion, even by terror, and bring in lots of 
money. Can't Greeks become docile , 
law-abiding tax-payers? If not, Mr 
Manos, with his professional back­
ground in biscuit manufacture, could 
start making and marketing fortune 
cookies. • 
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THE ATHENIAN ·DIARY 
' 

· by Paul Anastasi, Sloane Elliott and Jenny Paris 

FEATHERS FLY IN THE BALKAN COCKPIT 

S kopje's rejection of a Greek in­
itiative for the former Yugoslav 
republic's neighbors to guaran­

tee its borders was deplored in Athens 
last month. 

Prime Minister Mitsotakis express­
ed disappointment because the persis­
tent offers of written guarantees were 
designed to prove that Athens har-

bored no territorial ambitions against 
Skopje and was attempting to help 
stabilize its regime. 

Skopje's rejection of this initiative 
accompanied by new acts of provoca­
tion are "signs of weakness, agitation 
and confusion," Mr Mitsotakis said last 
month. He further pointed out that 
Greece's role in the region was con-

MAURICE BAILEY: 
ALCHEMIST OF BEAUTY 

One of today's most influential and leading decorators of international hotels 
and cruise ships, Maurice Bailey, died in Athens on 13 November, aged 76. A 
familiar figure in Athens, he first settled here when he began work on the 
Athens Hilton in 1957. 
Born in Arizona , raised in Los Angeles, he served in the US Navy and began 
designing furniture and interiors in Hollywood. He soon branched out into film 
studios, becoming art consultant and design director for cinema spectacles like 
Quo Vadis ? He also acquired a roster of stars as his own clients: Loretta 
Young, Anne Baxter, Harry James and Betty Grable, and so on. 
His fruitful association with Conrad Hilton began in 1955, for whom and whose 
company he interior designed over the next three decades the Hiltons in 
Istanbul , Tunis, Rabat , Abu Dhabi, Teheran, Dubai, and the splendid Nile 
Hilton in Cairo. 
In Greece, besides the Athens Hilton , he decorated a whole series of the 
Epirotiki Line's luxurious cruise ships, and on land, the Rodos Bay and Rodos 
Palace Hotels. In Athens, those who dine at the GB Corner and the Ideal do so 
in his surroundings. 
Former associate and Athens-based decorator Arminio Lozzi writes the 
following appreciation: 
"As with a star that rises to take its place in the firmament, we become aware of 
new influences, new arrang~ments of order, a new sparkling brilliance . So it is, 
too , with certain individuals who, finding conditions as they had been prepared 
for him , and by the 'magic' of a unique understanding of Balance can take the 
same familiar elements, rearrange the mathematics of them and- Voila!- an 
innovation bursts forth that defines his individuality and enhances the very 
atmosphere around him." 
Such a person was Maurice Bailey. He was among the great alchemist of 
beauty . From the seamingly effortless recombination of existing components, a 
new order took place. H e inspired change. 
One can further appreciate Maurice Bailey by casting an eye over even a partial 
list of his projects as Architectural Interior Designer where he helped breathe 
life into new tourist developments. H e was instrumenta l in reshaping the idea 
of cruiseship travel in the Aegean by designing first the Epirotiki Line's 
Argonaut, and then others in its fleet. His design work for the Athens Hilton 
led to many more Hilton International Hotels , as well as Sheraton Hotels, 
around the world . T he list seems e ndless, but the result is one: perfection. 
His personality pervaded his work. His knowledge of science- archaeology, 
astronomy, biology- was rich. His deep love of Greece, its mythology, history, 
art and philosophy, was the core of most of his work and interest. He 
constantly revisited the most important ancient sites and museums and studied 
new finds - tapping them for his inspiration. 
His life has enriched and enlarged the .lives of many , and all those who kne~ 
him well will understand that in helping others, in leaving Beauty as Ills 
signature, he was accomplishing what he desired most. 

ciliatory because Serbia, Albania and 
Bulgaria have welcomed the initiative, 
thereby refuting Skopje's claim that its 
neighbors had expansionist designs on 
it. 

Meanwhile, both in Athens, and 
later in New York where he was visiting 
in mid-November, the prime minister 
rejected charges that Greece was 
violating the embargo on Serbia and 
Montenegro. On the contrary , he re­
torted , Greece is the only country 
adhering to it. 

UN special negotiator , Cyrus 
Vance , as well as the US government, 
have presented evidence that a Greek 
vessel transported 200,000 barrels of oil 
to Serbia at the end of October. 

Theodore Therapiotis , the accused 
owner of the Athens-based Theta Ship­
ping Co, confirmed that the shipment 
took place but said the cargo was deli­
vered to war-torn Bosnia . H e said he 
had no responsibility if it was subse­
quently smuggled inland to Serbia and 
Montenegro. 

"It is impossible for Greece ," Mr 
Mitsotakis said in New York , "to moni­
tor where a cargo will be finally taken if 
some private individuals violate the 
embargo. It will, however , refer to 
justice those who do. Let them clarify 
what they want from us," he said, 
calling for the UN to monitor the 
Adriatic more effectively. 

What Greece is opposing is fu rther 
changes in rules regarding the EC rules 
on the trade embargo, claiming that 
they will only open loopholes for furth­
er incidents of its violation. Countries 
bordering on the former Yugoslav fed­
eration are suffering materially far 
more than others, and they are becom­
ing impatient with contradictory state­
ments and changing rules issued by the 
UN and the EC simultaneously without 
coordination, while both seem to wink 
at arms smuggling and drag their many 
feet on any viable political solution. 

THE PATRIARCH ON TOUR 
On his first tour abroad since his en­
thronement last year, Ecumenical Pat­
riarch Bartholomeos I spent over two 
weeks on Mount Athos and Crete. 
While on Holy Mountain visiting Zog­
raphou, inhabited by Bulgarian monks , 
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His Holiness denounced as "devious" 
rumors that the Patriarchate was ex­
pelling monks from Mount Athos sole­
ly because they were Slavs. (He was 
referring to controversial material 
circulated in recent years such as Hu­
man Rights of Mount Athos issued by 
Welsh publishing house, Stylites Press , 
1990.) 

"Who converted the Slavs to Christ­
ianity?" asked the Patriarch. "Who 
gave them support and educated them 
through the ages? Was it not the Pat­
riarchate, their mother Church?" 

Throughout his tour, the Patriarch 
repeatedly said that he was much trou­
bled by the widening threat of war in 
the Balkans, stressing the role of 
"cursed racism" . 

On his arrival in Crete on 9 Novem­
ber, the Patriarch was greeted by Pre­
mier Mitsotakis, himself Cretan, and 
the following day he presided over the 
Holy Synod of Crete. The Cretan 
Church is a semi-autonomous body 
which, like Mount Athos , comes under 
the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Pat­
riarchate. 

Asked when he would be visiting 
Athens and the Church of Greece, his 
Holiness said he had not yet received 
an invitation but would come "in the 
fulness of time". 

BALKAN WOMEN GATHER 
A four-day inter-Balkan conference on 
"the role of women and the environ­
ment in the economic development in 
the Balkans" took place last month . 

In her keynote address Foreign 
Undersecretary Virginia Tsouderou 
said that the people of the Balkans had 
to discard the divisive syndromes of the 
past to be released from the painful 
experiences of recent and remote his­
tory. 

She called on the 150 foreign and 
300 Greek participants to reject the 
"dead-end logic of nationalism", stres­
sing that issues such as peace, human 
rights, environmental protection and 
the upgrading of the role of women 
were common to all. 

Other speakers included Dean of 
the University of Europe Eleni Glykat­
zi-Ahrweiler, who spoke of the new 
role for women in the world, and Presi­
dent of the Union of Bulgarian Women 
and former Labor Minister Amalia 
Maslarova. 

In a final resolution sent to all inter­
national organizations, governments 
and appropriate authorities, it was re­
quested that they actively aid the estab­
lishment of peace in the Balkans, espe­
cially in the former Yugoslavia, and 
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that acts of violence against women and 
children in this area cease at once in 
order to secure the future of these 
republics. 

PROBE INTO EC FUNDS FRAUD 
Officials of the EC and Greek public 
prosecutors have officially begun inves­
tigating fraud reports over alleged mis­
allocation of more than 180 million 
dollars in EC subsidies for olive oil, 
cotton and wheat exports. 

At least one hundred Greek olive 
oil export companies are accused of 
allegedly receiving EC subsidies illegal­
ly by falsely doubling their exports 
through forged documents. A Greek 
public prosecutor has started investi­
gating these reports while FEOGA 
Director Michel Jacquot visited Athens 
to present documents of similar accusa­
tions over cotton and wheat exports. 
Jacquot said he will return for further 
investigation. 

According to left-wing oppositiOn 
press reports, a number of export com­
panies have received some 40 billion 
drachmas for fake exports. Several cus­
toms officials are said to be involved in 
the fraud. 

The government is being charged by 
the press with covering up the scandals . 

.Government spokesman Vassilis Man­
ginas dented the allegations and said 
that the matter will be officially investi­
gated. 

The conservatives, who won the 
elections in April 1990, vowed to 
cleanse public life of the corruption 
which plagued the earlier socialist gov­
ernment. A 200-million dollar bank 
embezzlement scandal brought down 
the socialist government after eight 
years of rule. 

AIRLINE TAX IRES TOURISTS 
Foreign tour operators are infuriated 
over the fact that travellers visiting 
Greece as of last month have to pay an 
extra charge of 5000 drachmas on their 
departure tickets and 2500 drachmas 
for each flight within the country, 
according to a Greek government deci­
sion. 

Travellers arriving at the airport for 
departure had a receipt attached to 
their ticket marked 'airport moderniza­
tion fee'. Greeks also have to pay the 
equivalent of eight pounds on a local 
flight, which therefore again comes to 
16 pounds when considering the round 
trip. 

KIMON FRIAR HONORED 
"I thought I was writing in the dark for those who were an indistinguishable 
mass, but now I see I was writing in the light for everyone of you before me 
here tonight." 
So the eminent translator Kimon Friar concluded an evening held in his honor 
- and on his 81st birthday - at the American College of Greece on 18 
November. The college has elected him Professor of Literature and inaugu­
rated a lectureship in his name, thereby setting a memorial to the man who has 
done more to spread the fame of modern Greek poetry in English abroad than 
any one else. Starting with his proclaimed translation of Kazantzakis' The 
Odyssey: A Modern Sequel first published in 1958, his vast production has 
included classical English versions of the works of every major Greek poet 
from Solomos down to the present. 

The government decided to impose 
this fee to raise funds for the construc­
tion of the 1.5 billion dollar Athens 
International Airport at Spata which 
will go into operation in 1996. It will 
serve some 20 million passengers, twice 
as that of the existing 25-year-old Hel­
lenikon Airport on the coast. 

The government went ahead with 
the measure despite objections by fore­
ign travel agents who were particularly 
angered because they send more than 
one million tourists annually to Greece. 

Strongly protesting the imposition 
of the fee, British tour operators asked 
for a meeting with the Greek prime 
minister himself to settle the matter. 
They warned that the measure will 
drive British holidaymakers away from 
Greece and towards other destinations 
such as Italy and Spain, something that 
could cost Greece as much as 500 mil­
lion pounds in one year alone. About 
1.1 million Britons visit Greece every 
year, thereby constituting the largest 
foreign group. 

STRIKE THE VIOL, 
TOUCH THE LOOT 
On a narcotics raid in Filiates near the 
Albanian border, police hauled in some 
hashish and an old leather case contain­
ing a violin bearing the inscription 
"Antonius Stradivarius, 1721 ". Drug~ 
dealing suspect Spyros Efthymiou said 
he bought the instrument from passing 
Albanians for 700 drachmas (3.50 US 
dollars). The Strad has gone to the 
Ministry of Culture for authentication, 
the suspect detained, and the hash con­
fiscated. 

UPROAR OVER SUSPECT BLOOD 
The major AIDS scandal currently 
rocking France is having repercussions 
in Greece, following evidence . that 
blood plasma contaminated with the 
HIV virus had been imported from 
France between the years 1980 to 1985. 

The Athens public prosecutor be­
gan an in-depth investigation into re­
ports that at least 300 Greek haemophi­
liacs have been affected. 

Press reports said that 40 of them 
have already died, while some, ignor­
ing that they had the disease, have 
contaminated their wives and compan­
ions. 

Judicial sources said that the pro­
secutor may table charges of premedi­
tated murder against former state 
health officials for allowing the import 
and distribution of the contaminated 
blood. 
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Health Minister George Sourlas 
ordered an inquiry to ascertain whether 
infected blood plasma had been im­
ported or used after September 1985 
without being properly sterilized, de­
spite a prohibition by the National 
Drugs Organization (EOF). 

__ In Brief __ 

• Former lottery ticket and razor­
blade salesman in Omonia, Dimitris 
Nikolouzos, has bought the former 
royal yacht Theseus. The 42-year-old 
Corfiot who turned the hard places into 
stepping stones and became a mil­
lionaire, was top bidder amongst six, 
last month, paying 40 million drachmas 
for the 95-foot, 4-cabin motor cruiser 
which was built in Amsterdam in 1961. 
The un-updated vessel , whose value is 
mostly antiquarian, will be rented out 
for Ionian cruising to those who want to 
stroll the deck where at least one 
Glucksburg, who won an Olympic gold 
medal for yachting, once stretched out. 

• Ceremonies marking the fiftieth 
anniversary of the decisive World War 
11 Battle of El Alamein were attended 
by Premier Mitsotakis and Parthenios, 
Patriarch of Alexandria. The state is 
erecting a monument near the cemet­
ery where 89 Greeks fell under the 
command of Colonel Pausanias Katso­
tas. During his two-day-visit the Pre­
mier also met with President Mubarak, 
British Premier John Major and 
opened the new Greek Trade Center in 
Alexandria. 

• Once again this year on 17 Novem­
ber, anarchists took to the streets to 
commemorate the 1973 Polytechnic up­
rising against the junta. About 500 
youths in black jackets and stovepipe 
trousers broke windows, terrorized 
citizens and gave the inert mail service 
a stir by petrol bombing the Cental Post 
Office. 

• The Constantine and Marika Mitso­
takis Collection of Minoan and Greek 
Art was presented to the public for the 
first time at the Stathatos Wing of the 
N.P. Goulandris Foundation's Museum 
of Cycladic Art on 11 November. Wel­
comed by the foundation's president, 
Mrs Dolly Goulandris, Premier Mitso­
takis announced that he and his wife, 
who started collecting only 15 years 
ago, would be donating the entire col­
lection in due time to the Hania 
Museum. 
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This independent British School offers 
a British education to children 

from Kindergarten . 
through to preparation 

for university entrance abroad 
(including Oxbridge and Ivy League level) 

and provides a balanced curriculum 
(from computer science to horseriding 

and English Literature to sailing) 
which compares favourably with 

the best of education in Britain. 

Please address enquiries to: 
The Headmaster, St.Lawrence College 
P.O.Box 70151, Glyfada 166 10. 
Telephones: 894-3251, 898-0107. 
Fax: 894-4602. 
Address: 3, B St., Hellenikon, Athens 167 77. 

Sinopis St. & Evinou 9-11 
behind Athens Tower 
Tel. 7706525-7770471 

11 , Vrassida Street 
behind Athens Hilton 
Tel. 7248292- 7240154 

78, Sp. Merkouri St, Pagrati 
Tel. 7232486 

30, I. Metaxa St., Glyfada 
Tel. 8942026 - 8949182 
8946138-9 

52, S. Panagouli St., Glyfada 
near the Golf Club 
Tel. 8945972 

Men's & Juniors Salon 
37, I. Metaxa St, Glyfada 
Tel. 8980125 - 8980465 

We Care for you 

Beauty Center 
I. Metaxa 24-26 

Glyfada 
tel. 894 7166 

Facials 
Electrolysis 
Massage 
Sauna 
Solarium 
Facials (For Men) 
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A WAY 

OUT OF THE WOODS 

Last summer was burning hot. It 
took away a good deal of the 
Attica forests. Strong winds, dry 

weather, fermenting rubbish and mind­
less idiots give the forest environment 
no end of trouble. The government is 
trying to come to some kind of decision 
concerning its forest fire fighting poli­
cy. About 30,000 stremmata (four 
stremmata make an acre) were reduced 
to ashes in Attica alone this summer 
proving that the Hellenic Fire Brigade 
is not able to cope fully with this 
calamity. 

According to the Ministry of Agri­
culture's statistics, 2030 forest fires 
have destroyed 480,000 stremmata 
throughout the country, making this 
summer one of the most catastrophic in 
the past 15 years. The island of Rhodes 
was one of the saddest victims where 
25,000 stremmata went up in smoke a 
few days after Mr Dimitris Katsoudas , 
the Secretary General for Forests, 
came up with the idea to replace some 
of the most experienced civil servants 
in the Forest Protection Authority on 
the island . Mr Katsoudas is right when 
he says that he does not have the 
manpower nor the money to cope with 
the immensity of the task. Greece is 
simply too dry during the summer 
months and, it is true, people are not 
always co-operative. But is that all? 

Someone came up with the idea to 
allow the creation of private fire bri­
gades which will contribute to monitor 
Greece's forests and prevent if not fight 
fires. The Canadian company Coner is 
actually counselling Mr Katsoudas on 
how to go about changing the prescrip­
tion for dealing with the ailment. Coner 
came up with a plan that will necessi­
tate the investment of about 40 billion 
drachmas for forest management and 
protection. 

The plan advises the government to 
create an independent Forest Fund 
which will be responsible for "the man­
agement, protection and development 
of the forest ecosystems in order to 
implement a more realistic, rational 
and t,mequivocal forest policy." One of 
the main points stated is that "it has 
been proved that forest fire fighting has 
to be assigned to permanent well-
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by Michael Anastasiades 

Plans are afoot to create 
an independent Forest Fund 

which will put protection 
and management together 
on a sound, professional, 

year-round basis. 

trained personnel in the fields of reaf­
forestation, guarding, fire fighting and 
planting and clearing." In other words, 
there should be no difference between 
forest protection and forest manage­
ment. As we all know, half of those 
employed to protect and manage 
Greek forests are part-timers hired dur­
ing the summer months. One of those 
gentlemen got caught setting fire to a 
forest in Achai·a in order, he later told 
the judge, "to keep his job." 

The Greek government has thus de­
cided to create a "Council for the Pro­
tection of the Environment and the 
Quality of Life" in order to change its 
policy in the domain of land, forest and 
water management. Mr Tzannis Tzan­
netakis who is the Deputy Prime Minis­
ter and a politician well known for his 
integrity, is actually giving Mr Kat­
soudas a hand in the field of improving 
the quality of service provided by the 
official forest management in Greece. 
It sometimes takes politicians decades 
to do something. More than 20 years 
ago, many civil servants employed at 
the Secretariat for Forests had antici­
pated great difficulties ahead it some­
thing did not get down then. As we all 
know, the better the .. . politician, the 
better the deed! 

If you think you've heard the best of 
it, listen to this: the Ministry of Agri­
culture decided to install 25-cubic­
meter water tanks at the Poikilon Oros 
Mountain last June. There was a call to 
tender, but for some reason it did not 
bear fruit. So, the Nomarch decided to 
chose out the company to supply the 
afore-named water tanks as long as 
they will not cost more than 41 million 
drachmas. The -tanks were bought and 
cost 1,450,000 each, whereas a year 
before, the same tanks cost 800,000 
drachmas each. Once installed, the 

tanks - melted! The Reafforestation 
Authority of Attica got the report and 
the tanks were mended where possible. 
Tnat was that. 

Furthermore, reafforestation was 
the task of the Secretariat for Forests 
until 1991 when it was decided to in­
volve the private sector. In 1992, more 
than 20 projects have been im­
plemented and more than one million 
trees have been planted. I would like to 
mention that prices are not very stable 
in terms of the planting and irrigation 
per tree: in February 1992, it cost 750 
drachmas per tree at Eftaxia , Eleusis, 
and in May 1992, it cost 358 drachmas 
at Kalentzi, Marathon. The private sec­
tor was also involved in reafforesting 
areas, namely at Zofria and section 4 of 
the Poikilon Oros Mountain both of 
which were reafforested in 1990. The 
cost of this gracious act of the private 
sector was 240 million dachmas and 80 
million drachmas respectively. Some­
body is taking time by the forelock .. . 

Never say die! If you entertain high 
esteem for reafforestation schemes, 
you might as well believe in Finnish 
reafforestation help graciously offered 
as being something to take cognizance 
of so long as we don' t get the arctic 
colors of Finnish forests. Finnish 
Christmas trees are fine to look at in a 
postcard , but don't seem to marry with 
the light and colors of Greece. 

Mr Katsoudas had announced the 
launching of the "Plant Your Roots in 
Greece" scheme a few months back 
and got me whimpering with delight. 
That's actually where the shoe pinches 
for, to this day, nothing has been done 
which puts me out of sorts. 
· I am sure, though, that the General 

Secretary for Forests will solve the mat­
ter: let's credit him with time and look 
to the main chance. Should you, for 
any personal reason, feel you would 
want to get some information on the 
"Plant Your Roots in Greece" scheme, 
then feel free to do so at FAX number 
01-362.9275. Or even, should you feel 
the urge to get some information about 
the reafforestation schemes of the pri­
vate sector like the ones mentioned 
above, then do not hesitate; send him a 
message. • 
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BRUSSELS BY-LINE • BY ROBERT BARTHOLOMEW 

Hellenic Take-off 

A lice, who had just been sent to 
Greek Wonderland by the Lord 
High Commissioner in Brus­

sels, looked around with bewilderment 
at the gathering where everyone sat 
around talking at the top of their voices. 
They kept pointing at Alice, "You're the 
market - you're the market!" they 
screamed. In the end they ran out of 
breath and turned to their leader, the 
Dodo. 

"As we cannot come to a conclu­
sion," said the Dodo solemnly, rising to 
his feet, "I move that the meeting ad­
journ, for the immediate adoption of 
more energetic remedies. The quickest 
thing to get us to the market is a Caucus 
race." 

"What is a Cmtsus race?" said Alice. 
"Why", said the Dodo, "the best way 

to explain it is to do it." 
First, he marked out the race-course, 

in some sort of circle, and each one in 
the gathering was placed along the 
course, here and there. They all began 
running when they liked and left off 
when they liked so that it was not easy to 
see when the race was over. 

They all crowded around panting 
and asking "who has won?" 

The Dodo could not answer without 
a great deal of thought. "Everybody has 
won and all must have prizes." 

"But who's going to give the prizes?" 
said Alice. 

Whereupon all the party jumped up 
and down shouting, "You give us our 
prizes - you give us our prizes!" 

Part of the EC Single Market- a most 
important part as far as Greece is con­
cerned - is the taking and spending of 
EC funds . But the watchdogs in Brus­
sels , themselves bitten during the 
PASOK years, are snapping around the 
Greek government's heels . No longer 
do they intend to see EC contributions 
to Greek productivity disappear into 
the pockets of a bloated bureaucracy. 
Hence , the current take-off towards 
more efficiency in government circles 
by Prime Minister Mitsotakis and cur­
rent exhortations from the EC's 
Monetary Union Committee. 
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Quote: "Urgent steps must be taken 
by the Greek government if the eco­
nomy is going to improve enough for 
the country to join Phase Three of 
EMU (European Monetary Union) by 
1996." Phase Three is now in doubt, 
but not in doubt is the necessity of 
Greece's forward march to join her 
feliow members in the EC. 

Goal: Bring inflation rate and 
national debt into line with the other 
members. In this respect, Minister of 
National Economy Stefanos Manos 
stated that the Greek government did 
not want to impose a solution on the 
people for the many economic prob­
lems (privatization, retirement, public 
deficit etc.), preferring to seek social 
consensus among the country's political 
parties - all good politics but weak on 
leadership. Despite such wishy-washy 
views , and under pressure from the 
EC, there is now an acceleration to­
wards a leaner Greece fit to play a part 
in Europe. 

In the area of pensions the move­
ment of the government towards a 
reorganization of the IKA National In­
surance Fund and other pension funds 
is fitful - pressure of facts pulling one 
step forward, Confederation of Trade 
Unions (GSEE) marching in the streets 
one step back. In the end, facts must 
prevail if the whole system is to survive 
and, just as important, to converge 
with other EC countries. Last July the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
published a report on Greek pension 
funds . Coming up with no practical 
help on how to carry out reforms , it 
merely restated what is generally 
known: i.e. nearly all funds are bank­
rupt, the Greek population ranks old­
est in Europe and fast ageing further, 
many make no contributions to their 
pensions , and many more draw pen­
sions twice as high as their last salary. 
The paper, which was published verba­
tim by the Greek government (to their 
credit) , went on to recommend one 
fund to replace the many, a pension-
· able age of 65 for men and women, 
pensions not to exceed 60 percent of 
final wage nor more than 1.5 percent of 

average total earnings, restrictions on 
double (or triple) dipping and closer 
scrutiny of alleged · disability pensions. 
The report went on to say that, at the 
present rate each Greek worker by 
2050 will have to pay the premiums for 
his own pension plus one existing pen­
sioner. 

The government has produced a bill 
which goes some way to reforming the 
social security system and reducing 
administrative waste . No alternative. 
Reform or bankruptcy. 

In the realm of respectability , an 
increasing number of Greek banks are 
using international chartered accoun­
tants to audit their books; Ernst and 
Young at the Housing Bank and prob­
ably the Commercial Bank of Greece, 
Deloite and Touche auditing the Ergo­
bank, Arthur Andersen, the Ionian 
Bank. The cache of a world-class au­
ditor facilitates negotiations for foreign 
investments m the international 
market. 

But the main effort has been to­
wards making better use of structural 
funds available from the EC. In the 
first six months of this year alone, 
Greece has doubled the absorption of 
such funds. 

Even on the privatization front the 
tortoise has begun to trot , not fast 
enough for the overseers in Brussels 
but at a quicker pace than the sluggish 
crawl through most of last year. But the 
sword of Damocles is about to drop: 
from the beginning of 1993 it will be 
illegal (under EC rules) for the govern­
ment to further subsidize their loss­
making businesses . Sell or close! 

Economically, interest rates are still 
to high and not coming down fast 
enough - inflation at 16 percent or 
more is still the highest in the EC. And 
the game ·of politics continues. But 
within the ruling party, personal ambi­
tions should, at this critical economic 
stage for Greece, give way to a party 
platform. The standing of Greece in the 
European Community is critical and so 
are the steps the government takes 
towards westernization. Hard He llenic 
takeoff is important but soft Hellenic 
landing is crucial. • 
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ROMANIAN RELATIONS 
GREECE'S OLDEST 

BALKAN ALLY RALLIES 
by Paul Anastasi 

The collapse of the Iron Curtain 
and the break-up of the Yugoslav Federation 

has dramatically drawn Greece back 
into Balkan affairs. Interviews taken 

by our political correspondent 
with Romanian President Iliescu 

and other leaders stress the 
cordial relations which exist 

between Bucharest and Athens. 

President lliescu 
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A people lacking in material 
goods but rich in hospitality, a 
country struggling to come out 

of one of the most repressive dicta­
torships in Europe, an electorate with 
the choice of tens of political parties 
which recently put on an American­
style election campaign. This is current­
day Romania and the Romanians, as 
seen by a foreign correspondent who 
visited Bucharest in the midst of its 
recent presidential elections. 

A country where whole blocks of 
impressive neoclassical buildings stand 
empty and abandoned, a constant re­
minder of the legacy of economic ruin 
left by ambitious dictator Ceausescu 
and of the desperate need for foreign 
investment that will restore at least part 
of Romania's former splendor. And 
yet, at the same time, a land of rivers, 
mountains and rich farmland, of snow­
covered winter resorts in the Car­
pathian Mountains where the legend of 
Dracula lived and died, a land of sandy 
beach resorts on the Black Sea . 

This is Romania that awaits to be 
reborn unto itself, and then redisco­
vered by the world. 

PRESIDENT ILIESCU 

Recently elected President Iliescu, 
who won 60 percent of the vote in 

the second round of elections last Octo­
ber, complains that the Western press 
has painted a simplistic and erroneous 
picture of him as a 'neo-communist' 
leading a camouflaged continuation of 
the tyrannical Ceausescu regime. He 
claims that this distorted picture, which 
has influenced Western governments, 
is the opposite of the truth. 

Though a senior member of the 
Communist hierarchy, Mr Iliescu in 
fact actively opposed Ceausescu since 
1971, favored the liberalization of the 
system, and was demoted by the Com­
munist strongman as a result of this. 
His popularity, summoning him to ac­
tion by public demand in 1989, lies in 
the fact that he represented an anti­
Ceausescu, pro-democracy force. 

Like that of all Eastern European 
countries, Romania's key problem is 
economic, Mr Iliescu emphasizes, but 
unlike the leaders of many of them, he 
is 'realistic' . He now realizes that the 
West did not have the resources to 
offer assistance on a massive or 
meaningful scale , and that the struggle 
for economic survival will be a long­
term one. However he complains the 
West was not frank in admitting 'this. 
Instead it found excuses in the per-
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ceived domestic situation in Romania, 
saying that more steps towards demo­
cracy had to be taken; more structural 
changes made, and claiming that a 
semi-communist regime allegedly still 
prevailed. 

The Romanian president maintains 
that security and intelligence agencies, 
as in all democratic countries, are never 
employed for domestic surveillance or 
the suppression of citizens. 

Mr Iliescu also gives the appearance 
of being very conciliatory towards 
other opposition parties, even with his 
main rival , Emil Constantinescu. 
Though also a former member of the 
Central Committee of the ruling Com­
munist Party, he is now leader of the 
'right-wing' Democratic Convention. 
The President's party, the Democratic 
Front for National Salvation, a 
melange of ex-communists and refor­
mist liberals, promises to pursue the 
formation of a government that repre­
sents as many political forces as 
possible. 

Speaking on foreign policy prob­
lems, Mr Iliescu concedes that the 
question of the Hungarian minority and 
the consequent problem with Hungary 
over Romania's northern region of 
Transylvania, as well as the dispute 
with Russia over Romania's demand 
for the 'repatriation' of Moldavia, are 
serious foreign policy headaches for 
Bucharest. But, he insists there is no 
risk of these problems degenerating 
into military confrontation, nor of 
Romania developing any domestic cri­
sis even vaguely resembling the present 
situation in Yugoslavia. 

On relations with Greece and the 
Moslem influence in the Balkans, Pres­
ident Iliescu said that "the common 
roots of Orthodox Christianity" were 
indeed a factor that linked and helped 
maintain good relations with Serbia, 
Bulgaria and Greece. He said that com­
mon Orthodox ties were not old­
fashioned notions, but still valid today, 
influencing not only the average Roma­
nian citizen but also its politicians. He 
added that Romania, however, was not 
so immediately concerned as Greece 
over the Moslem presence in the Bal­
kans, since unlike Greece it had no 
significant Moslem minority. He added 
that Bucharest, however, was aware of 
the Moslem issue in the Balkans and 
was bearing it in mind. 

VASIL IONEL 

A s a Minister to the President and 
responsible for defense and secur­

ity, Mr Vasili lone! is seen as a 'power 

behind the throne' . He expresses 
Romania's concern for the instability in 
the Balkans generally and the events in 
former Yugoslavia in particular. Unlike 
other countries, Romania, he says, has 
been particularly affected by the ON­
imposed embargo on Serbia and the 
disruption of Bucharest's trade and in­
terdependent economic relations with 
the former Yugoslav republic. It is not 
just a question of the loss of import­
export trade, he explains, as in other 
countries, but of bilateral ventures. 
There was, for example, a joint produc­
tion of jet fighters with Yugoslavia 
using British Rolls Royce engines, as 
well as other industrial projects. 

Mr lone! says that Romania is fully 
applying the embargo, despite serious 
losses, and has invited a large number 
of foreign observers to see this for 
themselves. Romania, he complains, is 
not receiving any compensation from 
either the West or any international 
bodies as a result of the disruption of its 
projects with former Yugoslavia. 

The Minister to the President says 
Romania now tends to agree with 
Greece that the break-up of Yugoslavia 
and the recognition of its component 
republics was too hasty. But, he says, 
the process is now irreversible. 

Mr lone! sees eye to eye with the 
President that Romania's primary fore­
ign policy concerns are Hungary's in­
tentions over Transylvania and Russia's 
over Moldavia. He notes that Hungary 
is following the "usual tactic" of first 
asking for respect of the cultural identi­
ty and rights of the Magyar minority (it 
accounts for seven percent of the total 
population). This, he says, may well 
conceal political interests which even­
tually could develop into territorial 
claims over Transylvania. 

As for the region of Bessarabia in 
the Ukraine, and the now independent 
former Soviet republic of Moldavia, 
bones of contention between Romania 
and Russia for decades, Mr lone! says 
Bucharest's position remains that they 
are Romanian territories which have 
been forcefully separated from it since 
World War 11. Furthermore, he says, 
the Soviet Union infiltrated Russian 
peoples into Romanian-populated 
areas there in order to 'dilute' them. 
Then began a process of de-Romani­
fication by dispersing Romanians to 
other parts of the USSR in order to 
weaken their cultural identity. He con­
cedes, however, that the Romanian 
aim to reverse this process is a long­
term and difficult one and should be 
handled carefully so as not to cause 
excess friction with the Ukraine and 
Russia. 

Similarly, Mr lone! says, Bucharest 
is not so naive as to expect that the 
Ukraine will easily agree to give up 
four areas in Bessarabia which Roma­
nia sees as its own. But he says talks 
have begun with the Ukraine in the 
hope of signing a political treaty. 

In all cases, the presidential adviser 
rules out the possibility of the use of 
force by Romania to regain Moldavian 
and Bessarabian territories. As for 
Hungary, he adds, Bucharest and 
Budapest have an agreement on milit­
ary cooperation. He says this includes 
exchanges of visits, observation of 
military manoeuvres, and an 'open 
skies' policy for overflights. Indeed, 
lone! claims, this policy with Hungary 
is a "pioneering example" that could be 
imitated in Europe and the world at 
large. 

TEODOR 
MELESCANU 

With many years of service a't the 
United Nations, Deputy Foreign 

Minister Teodor Melescanu, was the 
most outspoken of the Romanian gov­
ernment officials. 

Dismissing the view that Romania 
was following a 'defensive' approach to 
its problem with Hungary over Trans­
ylvania, and an 'offensive' one with 
Russia over Moldavia, Mr Melescanu 
said there was no comparison to be 
made between the two issues. In the 
one case, Hungary is raising issues 
based on the presence of a Magyar 
minority. In the other case, Moldavia 
and Bessarabia have always been part 
of Romanian territory that was force­
fully annexed by Stalin. 

As with the President and other 
officials, Mr Melescanu rules out the 
possibility of a military confrontation 
over either issues. But, because of con­
cern that Hungary could use its minor­
ity to lay territorial claim (for example, 
Hungary wants to establish a Consulate 
in Trailsylvania), Romania is pursuing 
a treaty which would provide written 
guarantees of peaceful relations. 

On Moldavia, he says, Bucharest's 
intitial goal is cultural and economic 
integration. He says that prior to 
adopting a stronger stand, Bucharest 
must first convince the overwhelming 
majority of Moldavians that reunion is 
to their advantage. He also points to 
practical difficulties, such as the lack of 
telecommunications (to call Moldavia 
one still connects through Moscow) and 
of 'adaptable' railway lines (the width 
of the railway tracks differs between 
Romania and the former Soviet repub­
lics). 

As for the United Nations-imposed 
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embargo on Serbia, Mr Melescanu, like 
his compatriots, says it hurts Romania 
more than any other country, not only 
economically but also sentimentally. 
·He, tob, pointed out that, apart from 
trade across the Danube, the two sides 
had major joint production ventures, 
including fighter planes, washing 
machines, and a chemical factory in 
Serbia, and that they also have ex­
changed raw materials. 

He said the embargo is being 
adhered to despite this, with the excep­
tion of "small-scale cheating" across 
the border such as the trafficking of 
cigarettes and petrol by private cars . In 
the latter case a private car will cross 
the border several times a day to sell its 
fuel on the other side. He said the 
Serbs understand the international 
pressure put on Romania and they have 
only asked for Bucharest's support at 
the UN to obtain certain exceptions, 
such as heating oil. 

Mr Melescanu agrees that "common 
ties of Orthodoxy" amongst Romania , 
Serbia, Bulgaria and Greece foster 
ideas of creating a "defensive wall" 
across southeastern Europe against 
Moslem countries. 

As in Greece, says Melescanu, the 
Orthodox Church in Romania has play­
ed a key role in consolidating Roma­
nian national identity and the country's 
independence. The Church is con­
cerned over Moslem influence from the 
East, and over evangelical preachings 
of the Vatican from the West. (The 
schismatic Uniate Church is of particu­
lar concern to the Orthodox Churches.) 
The Church in Romania currently 
favors dialogue with the Vatican so that 
a solution on the Uniate issue can be 
found. 

The common ties of Orthodoxy 
have strengthened Greek-Romanian 
relations, says Mr Melescanu. The 
Greek presence in Romania goes far 
back into Byzantine times to a large 
Greek intellectual and commercial 
community leading up to the Greek-led 
anti-Ottoman revolution of the early 
19th century. This has extended up to 
the present re-appearance of Greek 
business investors in post -communist 
Romania. To a degree the two coun­
tries, he says, see themselves as on the 
front-line between the Christian and 
Islamic world . 

Of course, Mr Melescanu points 
out, the Turkish presence is minimal 
compared to Greece and, in particular, 
to Bulgaria. Furthermore, the small 
Turkish-Tartar Moslem community is 
ideologically attached to the orthodox 
Sunni division of Islam and not to the 
radical Shiites. 

But Mr Melescanu says, Turkey has 
improved its image and influence m 
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Romania since the Ceausescu over­
throw through economic means- main­
ly with investments in basic consumer 
goods. Ankara has taken advantage of 
the incentives for foreign investments 
and established a number of small 
businesses. It has also offered help in 
difficult times, particularly during the 
harsh winter months. 

CHRISTOS 
ALEXANDRIS 

I nteresting points were raised by 
Christos Alexandris, Greece's re­

cently appointed Ambassador to 
Romania and a veteran diplomat who 
has specialized in Balkan affairs. 
Greece, he says, is often criticized by 
its western partners as being just 
"another Balkan country" which cre­
ates non-existent or unimportant dis­
putes, such as over the name of Mace­
donia. Similar criticism, he says, is 
leve lled at the Greek and Romanian 
Orthodox Churches' concern over the 
Moslem factor in the Balkans and the 
encroachments by the Vatican . 

But, Ambassador Alexandris points 
out, this attitude taken by the West is 
short-sighted. It should realize that 
strengthening the national, autocepha­
lous Orthodox Churches in Central and 

J 

Ambassador says , it wi ll be easier to 
realize the Russian goal of pan-Siavism 
in Eastern Europe and the Balkans. 

In conclusion, it appears that democra­
cy in Romania is vibrant - even ram­
pant. Although many of the same peo­
ple are in the higher echelons of power 
and in the civil service today as they 
were under communism , including 
the security apparatus, they show no 
loyalty to communism nor any desire to 
restore it in any form. Indeed, they all 
appear anxious to prove that, in reality, 
they have a record of opposing com­
munism. 

The press gives every indication of 
enjoying unlimited freedom, and no 
'man in the street' appears to be afraid 
to speak his mind . On the other hand , 
there is widespread disappointment 
that embracing democracy has not 
quickly borne fruit with western li fes­
tyles and economic standards. 

Romania's problem is almost exclu­
sively economic and extremely serious. 
Government officials addressed make 
it obvious that the country is desperate 
for foreign investment. It is felt to be 
about the only way out of the present 
impasse. For this reason , Romania 's 
laws on foreign investment are among 
the most liberal and encouraging of any 
country in Europe. The provisions are 

l 

Greek Ambassador Mr Christos Alexandris (right) with Sotiris Fotopoulos, 
President of the Greeks of Romania 

Eastern Europe is one way of contain­
ing Russia's attempts at influence in the 
region. He says there is a struggle for 
power among the various Orthodox 
Churches, and that the Russian Church 

· is seeking to dominate the Greek 
Orthodox Patriarchate in Constantino­
ple. Through such domination, the 

more accommodating than even those 
of some Third World countries which, 
boxed in pseudo-Marxist-Leninist rhe­
toric until recently, would not have 
contemplated offering such daring in­
vestment benefits for fear of being ac­
cused of "selling out to the Western 
imperialists." • 
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HELLENISM IN ROMANIA 
by Deborah Renee Killian 

Romania has always hosted an active and prosperous Greek community, 
one that has served as a bridge between Athens and Bucharest. 
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For over a century before Alexander Hypsilantis led the ill-fated Romanian campaign against the Turks, all the 
semi-independent princes of Wallachla and Moldavia had been Phanariot Greeks from Constantinople 

I t was the summer of 1949. The 
eight-year-old boy found himself 
being herded across the Greek­

Albanian borders along with hundreds 
of other children, as the remnants of 
the defeated Greek communist a~mies 
in the civil war fled behind the Iron 
Curtain. His younger sister, only six 
months old at the time, died in his 
arms. 

Young Sotiris Fotopoulos was soon 
sent on from Albania to Romania en­
ding up as one of the exiled memb;rs of 
the Greek community there. Ultimate­
ly, Fotopoulos was to become today's 
President of the Union of Greeks of 
Romania, thereby following in the 
tradition of a community that has play­
ed a key role in the progress of this 
Central European nation. 

The story of the Greeks of Romania 
is a long and turbulent one. It can be 
traced back to the Byzantine period in 
the tenth century, a time when the 
Greek and Romanian peoples already 
shared a common connection with the 
Orthodox Church. From 1700 until the 
War of Independence almost all the 
hospodars of the semi-autonomous 
principates of Wallachia and Moldavia 
were Phanariot Greeks chosen by the 
Porte (at a hefty price) . 

Soon , commercial activity was to 
become the strongest feature of the 
Greeks of the region , especially round 
the Black Sea. A strong and prosperous 
Greek community developed , one that 
grew steadily up through the 19th cen­
tury. Greek-led trade became so strong 
as to develop into. a primary force of 

economic development in Romania. 
Inevitably, the elite of the Greek com­
munity also came to distinguish itself in 
shipping, banking, education, the arts 
and, ultimately, even in local politics. 
Indeed , Apostolos Arsakis became the 
foreign minister of Romania in 1860. 
The eminent 'Arsakeion' School in 
Athens is named after him. 

The largest Greek communities 
were concentrated in what is ·now 
known as the Black Sea resort city of 
Constanza (Tomis at the time) , while 
nearby Tulca and Sulina were almost 
exclusively Greek speaking. Farther up 
the river, Braila and Galatzi were cen­
ters of the Greek controlled Danube 
trade. On the Black Sea, at the estuary 
of the Danube, Sulina was a free port 
zone widely used by Greek shipping 
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fleets. In Bucharest, there was a 
flourishing Greek business community 
which controlled major companies, 
banks and hotels. Even for today's 
visitor the Athena Palace Hotel con­
tinues to function as a reminder of this 
once prosperous , Hellene-oriented 
period. 

Greek relations were harmonious. 
However, the situation quickly de­
generated with the imposition of com­
munist rule in 1948. At that time all 
foreign communities were broken up. 
Properties were claimed by the state; 
churches, schools and cultural centers 
appropriated . Those whq refused to 

submit to the demands of the new 
regime , those who insisted upon declar­
ing themselves Greeks, were forced to 
leave Romania empty-handed. By 1953 
100,000 Greeks had chosen exile or 
emigration. Many at first returned to 
Greece if they could - not if they were 
communists with a specific criminal re-

Phanariot Alexander Hypsilantis led the Greek campaign in 
Romania. He was betrayed by the Tsar, imprisoned by the 
Austrians and died in 1828 

Hospotar Michael Soutsos was painted by Louis Dupre 
just before Hypsilantis' invasion. He was the last Greek 

Business merely constituted the 
foundation of the Greek communities' 
influence. Coupled with the magic aura 
surrounding ancient Greek civilization, 
it soon played a major role in the 
country's academic life. One of the first 
academies was established in Bucharest 
with major Greek participation. In 
schools and universities, the study of 
modern and ancient Greek came 
second only to French. Even today the 
older generation of academics has a 
working knowledge of ancient Greek . 
The Greeks built not only schools but 
also churches and villas that can still be 
seen today. Each Greek community 
had its own churches and schools, faci­
litating the development of an environ­
ment in which the Orthodox Church 
flourished. 

Until World War II, Romanian-
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cord. Many others fled to Germany, 
England, Canada and the United 
States. 

"Organized Hellenism was virtually 
wiped out," says Fotopoulos. "The 
Greek Lycee was the only remaining 
institution until 1974 when it, too, 
closed down. Most of its students were 
those children brought over from 
Greece in 1949 by the communists." 

Some 3500 Greek children were set­
tled in Romania at the end of the 
1945-49 civil war, most of them aged six 
months to ten years old. This was one 
of the most bitterly contested consequ­
ences of the civil war. Communists 
claimed that the children were taken 
out of Greece to the neigh boring coun­
tries behind the Iron Curtain to avoid 
bombardment by the Anierican-backed 
Nationalist army. The nationalists 
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argue that it was paidomazoma, the 
rounding-up of children to be brain­
washed and trained as the nucleus of a 
future communist militant force. Chil­
dren, like Sotiris Fotopoulos, had in 
fact fallen victims to something equiva­
lent to kidnapping by communist ban­
dits, much as the Ottomans had found 
recruits for the J anissaries 

The truth of the matter is that many 

of these children, who in the over­
whelming number of cases were not 
accompanied by their parents, died 
either from malnutrition or the harsh 
winter conditions. The ones who cros­
sed into Albania and then moved on 
to Romania were not the only ones. 
More than 100,000 Greek partisans and 
their families were dispersed through­
out Eastern Europe, the largest group-

ing settling around Tashkent in the 
Soviet Union . 

In Romania, kindergartens and 
elementary schools were arranged for 
the Greek children in the 15 largest 
Greek communities already existing in 

Galatz, or Galatsi, near the mouth of the Danube, was a center of the Greek­
dominated river trade. "Not in Piraeus have I seen so many Greek flags 1 saw in 
the ports of the Danube," wrote Venizelos in Romania in 1913 

the country. For many of the children, 
including young Sotiris, it would consti­
tute their first school. Not surprisingly, 
they were taught Romanian. It became 
their first language. Unlike Sotiris, 
many. became total(y 'de-hellenized'. 

From 1948 to Ceausescu's over­
throw in 1989, most Greeks were only 
allowed to study Romanian. Conse­
quently, it became their 'mother' ton­
gue. "All foreigners in Romania sup-

~--I ~ 

i 

l'ort. 
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~ posedly had equal rights and obliga­
g tions, but the Greeks felt more press­

rJJ 
'" ure because their homeland was a capi-
~ talist country," says Fotopoulos. 
~ These fears were heightened by the 
§ suppression of the Greek churches 
~ which had been the most prominent 
: outward symbol of Hellenic identity. 
E The only church which remained in 
~ Greek control was Aghios Dimitrios in 
~ Bucharest, and this solely because it 
@ was located on the grounds of the 
~ Greek Embass_y. 
0 ,_ One week after the anti-communist 
~ uprising and the execution of Ceauses-
8 cu, Fotopoulos sought constitutional 

The Sacred Band, a battalion of mostly untrained students fell at Dragatsani in Little Wallachia in 1821. The youths were 
amongst the first heroes of the Greek Revolution 
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approval for the formation of the Un­
iunea Elena Din Romania, meaning 
'Union of the Greeks of Romania ' . 
Approval was granted, symbolizing the 
beginning of a 'Hellenic revival ' . 

Another landmark was the decision 
to participate , as a national commun­
ity, in the parliamentary elections in 
September 1992 in pursuit of the one 
seat in Parliament allowed by the Con­
stitution for foreign communities . This 
target was also achieved. 3500 Greeks 
are now registered in the Union, even 
though it is estimated that there exist 
about 30,000 Romanians of Greek ori­
gin. Fotopoulos was elected parliamen­
tary representative , but he opted to 
remain President of the Union and i 
passed his parliamentary seat to a col- ~ 
league. e 

The Charter of the Union declares ~ 
its goal to be the protection of the ~ 
cultural interests of the Greek corn- § 
m unity , the "strengthening of the tradi- ~ 
tional Greek-Romanian relations of o_ 

friendship" , and to help to "achieve j 
Romania 's inclusion in the European ~ 
Community and a united E urope ." ~ 

c 
Says Fotopoulos: "This is only the "' ·~ 

beginning. We hope to become the ::;; 
bridge between Greece and Romania ~ 
that will serve as a tnodel for the entire ~ ;: 
Balkans. " • 8 

The insignia of 
the Union of Romanian 

Greeks 

The Central Hall of the Banca Chrissoveloni in Bucharest in 1925. The Chrys­
sovelonis family from Chios established the bank in 1860. lt had branches all 
over Romania as well as New York 

The Leonidas Embirikos house, where the surrealist poet Andreas Embirikos was born in 1901, was one of many Greek 
merchant mansions in Braila on the Lower Danube 
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THE PAST IS NO 
GUARANTEE 

FOR THE FUTURE 

Mrs Eleni Glykatzi-Ahrweiler 

by Maria Vassiliou 

Eleni Glykatzi-Ahrweiler for years 
has been the cultural moderator 

between Hellenism and Western Europe. 
In a special interview she looks 

at the past and the future 
of both at a critical moment. 

Having spent her life over the 
last 40 years between Paris and 
Athens, the period which saw 

the development of the idea of a united 
Europe, historian E leni Glykatzi­
Ahrweiler puts into perspective 
Greece's twofold identity, as a Euro­
pean and a Balkan state. In the face of 
E urope's gloomly economic environ­
ment and the nine-month-long civil war 

in Bosnia, her remarks inspire confi­
dence and hope. 

Mrs Ahrweiler was born in Athens 
in 1926. But it was in Paris that she 
established a reputation for making a 
distinguished academic and cultural 
contribution. She is Professor at the 
Sorbonne and President of the Uni­
versity of E urope . She is also Director 
of the French Centre of Art and Cui-

ture of Georges Pompidou and the 
Vice-President of the Daniele Mitter­
rand Foundation. 

It is probably her strong links with 
and her prestige within the cultural 
scene in Paris that prompts her to de­
clare, "I am French." But she has never 
denied "I have Greek roots." It is also 
because of her academic titles that 
Greeks think of her as 'their voice 
abroad' and unceasingly invite her to 
Athens to lecture at conferences and 
seminars on issues relating to the 
Greek history. 

The Athenian: Each time you come 
back to .Greece what are your impress­
ions and feel ings? 

Mrs Ahrweiler: Greece is the place 
where I rediscover the essence. It is the 
source of the essentials in life and of the 
crux of life. But this is on a personal 
level. When I come back I always meet 
people who worry about the country's 
national issues and its image abroad. 

The Athenian: What exactly is the 
picture other European people have of 
Greece? 

Mrs Ahrweiler: To the rest of 
E urope, Greece's fears that the rise of 
ethnic rivalries in the Balkans is a 
potential threat to the country appear 
unjustified . Greece is a European 
Community country. More important­
ly, it is the birthplace of the European 
spirit. It is also the only fully democra­
tic and, technologically speaking, the 
most developed Balkan state. 

The Athenian: Would you say that 
the fears of Greece, and therefore its 
claims over the name of the former 
Yugoslav republic of Macedonia are 
irrational? 

Mrs Ahrweiler: Europeans feel that 
Greece's fears are not justifiable. To 
them it seems absurd that Greece , a 
fully fledged European state, worries 
about a bunch of boy scouts who draw 
false maps . To the rest of Europe, 
Greece should not be afraid of the 
Skopjians. 

The Athenian: The Greek spirit 
gave birth to the European one. But 
where can we trace today the force that 
brings Europe together and will ulti­
mately create a single European 
identity? 

Mrs Ahrweiler: Common economic 
interest. History has very rarely seen 
wars among people who share common 
interests. On the contrary, humankind 
has seen wars among people of the 
same cultural background. Primarily it 
is economic interests that bring states 
together. No doubt there are also other 
factors that bring Europe together. 
Europe can be seen as having a single 



library, a single cinematheque, a single than Europe. 
musical repertoire. Participants of this The Athenian: Can we trace a close 
pan-European culture are placed wi~h- cultural relation between Greece as it is 
in a wider spiritual framework which today and Europe? 
goes beyond the limits of a state or a Mrs Ahrweiler: Do you question 
nationality. Greece's current attachment to the 

The Athenian: Is Greece participat- European civilization? If you do, then 
ing in this Pan-European spiritual this means that Greek people have 
framework? dismissed their own past. This, in turn , 

Mrs Ahrweilet·: If not, why did it marks the beginning of cultural decay. 
become a member of the European Being attached to your roots and your 
Community in the first place? If you past means that you are a well-de-
take the words philosophy, democracy, veloped human being. The past cannot 
mathematics, they are all Greek. solve problems of the future, but it 

The Athenian: This is in the past. definitely provides a people with stable 
What about today? Is Greece currently foundations for further action. People 
contributing to the creation of Europe's need their past. They have to catch the 
modern civilization? train of history right at departure, not 

Mrs Ahrweiler: This question somewhere along its itinerary. What 
prompts me to stress: the past has gives the impression today that Greeks 
never guaranteed the future of a state. are cut off from their past is the fact 
The past can never solve problems of that Greece has a long history. This 
the future. This is what Greeks should means that each Greek can trace his or 
have in mind . her past by looking back into various 

The Athenian: Do Greeks partici- historical periods. One can trace back 
pate in the formation of a pan-Euro- one's roots to Alexander the Great, 
pean culture? another to the Byzantine period. It is 

Mrs Ahrweiler: Of course they do. Greece's historical peculiarity. 
Take for example the Greek surreal- The Athenian: Is this explanation 
ists. They are considered to be part of capable of scaring away the impression 
European culture. There is no doubt that Greece appears cut off from its 
about it. European partners? 

The Athenian: Since the past cannot Mrs Ahrweiler: To answer this 
by itself shape the future , what should question we should take a look at his-
Greece place on the platform of a tory. Due to its geographical position 
united Europe? Greece has always been at the cros-

Mrs Ahrweiler: Its future . Greece sroads of two civilizations: the Eastern 
should become Europe's gate to the and the Western. On one hand the 
Balkans and to the East. Its future role spirit coming from the East has been 
is to Europeanize and democratize the viewed as a potential threat to the 
rest of the Balkans. This is possible by integrity of Greek culture, that was 
means of its economic and cultural represented by the Persian wars in 
potential. There are Greeks who could ancient times and the long-lasting Otto­
pave the way for the country to play man rule in more recent years. On the 
this role. other hand because of the Ottoman 

The Athenian: Do you think that rule Greece did not have the time to 
other European people understand catch up with the West, which during 
Greece? Do they share a thorough that period gave birth to Renaissance. 
knowledge of the country? Therefore, Greeks missed the chance 

Mrs Ahrweiler: To get to know a to experience, both spiritually and 
country one has to speak its language. psychologically, recent developments 
This is the way to understand its peo- in Western civilization, the way other 
pie, its culture and its passion. Euro- European nations did. Due to this his­
pean children are offered the possibility torical reality Greeks have always ques­
of getting to know Greece. Ancient tioned their identity: are we the corner­
Greek is taught at high schools in Paris. stone of the West and a gate to the East 
It is Greek children who do not bother or vice versa? 
to learn ancient or modern Greek prop- The only alternative by which 
erly. Besides, the Hellenic spirit is part Greeks can feel at peace is Christianity. 
of what we call Europe today. The It makes them share a feeling of be­
most important elements upon which longing to the world as a whole. Christ­
Europe has been built are Athens, ianity is universal. But the Orthodox­
Rome and Jerusalem. The ancient Catholic schism has prompted yet 
Greek spirit, Roman law and Christian- . another spiritual conflict for the 
ity are the foundations of the European · Greeks. Caught between East and 
civilization . If you take Greece out of West, and not belonging to either, 
it, you end up with something other Greece has turned towards the Balkans 
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to join other nations on the principle of 
solidarity: the Slavs. But because of the 
ethnic problems dividing the region, 
Greece has been, historically speaking, 
left on its own. This is why I believe 
that Europe of the Twelve provides 
today the only alternative for Greece to 
find friends and establish a common 
identity . Given the respect Europeans 
share for the Greek spirit, Europe rep­
resents for Greece a secure institutional 
framework to participate in the econo­
mic, scientific and cultural develop­
ment of this part of the world. 

The Athenian: Is this possible? 
Mrs Ahrweiler: Why not? Why is it 

possible for Portugal? Greece should 
overcome its syndrome of instability 
and disequilibrium. If Greeks pay re­
spect to their past and face the future 
with responsibility, they can make it. 

The Athenian: Has this been under­
stood by Greek society? Is there today 
a homogeneous Greek society? 

Mrs Ahrweiler: If there is, it doesn't 
only include Athenian society. There 
is, no doubt, a widespread tendency in 
Greece today to identify the country 
with Athens . But we risk here missing 
the forest by focusing on the tree. 
Greek society is fragmented and 
Athens is seen as its only well-orga­
nized part. 

The Athenian: What has prompted 
this fragmentation? 

Mrs Ahrweiler: Historical , geog­
raphical and economic reasons. But 
most importantly the lack of a fully 
developed institutional framework 
-which is typical of western states- that 
would support solidarity among various 
social strata , generate responsibility 
over national interests and boost re­
spect for the individual as member of a 
united society. Even though Greece is a 
democratic country, it lacks the so­
called res publica, awareness of the 
common good. 

The Athenian: Does this make it 
more difficult for Greece to set and 
defend its interests in Europe? 

Mrs Ahrweiler: The opposite. Take, 
for example, Spain . The Basques, 
Catalans and Castillians enter the com­
munity as people supporting and de­
fending their own ethnic personality 
and regional interests. This is an 
alternative that might enable Greeks to 
determine their own identity by retrac­
ing their regional traits and virtues. 
Ultimately, it might also lead Greece to 
trace back its pan-Hellenic qualities. 
What is the Greek character today? 
What definition could shed light on the 
qualities that make Greece today? Can 
we talk about Hellas today? I wish I 
had the chance to find the right answer. • 
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Gabriel Katsoulakis - with marketing studies in Larissa takes to his father's 
craft. 
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Text and Photographs by Ann Elder 

The industry isn't exactly walking on air, 
but for the few who want 'the real thing', 

handmade by the true craftsman, 
its products are luxuries. without being extravagant. 

T he tourist explosion based on 
charter flight holidaymaking in 
western Crete in the last de-

cade is significantly prolonging the life 
of the traditional Cretan leather indus­
try. Custom-made boots and shoes and . 
handmade sandals, bags and belts from 
vaketta (treated leather), tanned with 
natural, environment-friendly products 
are now being carried or walked on 
throughout the world by customers 
who have patronized of Chania's Car­
naby Street - Stivanadika, or Leather 
Lane. 

"European women love my 
Cleopatra sandals," says extrovert Lef­
teris Pirpinakis, a master craftsman 
married to a Frenchwoman. Enjoying 
the stimulation of summer visitor traf­
fic, he no longer has to burn the mid­
night oil as he did when an apprentice, 
sometimes working till dawn to finish 
orders on time. 

He produces stylish boots for 
women, working and riding boots, 
made-to-measure in a week. The de­
throned (but still well-shod) king of 
Greece is among his customers. 

Doyen of the remaining master 
craftsmen, Herakles Koubaritakis, 
over half a century in the trade, agrees 
tourism benefits the traditional Cretan 
craftsmen. "We make a lot from tour­
ists," he says. 

But only half a dozen still ply the 
· trade of tsagaris (Cretan maker of 

boots) in Stivanadika, officially called 
Skridov, after the Russian admiral 
whose fleet in Souda Bay at the turn of 
the ' century assured freedom after the 
Turks left In 1898. Ranks have been 
quickly decimated since the 1960s when 
50 or more still hammered away. 

The street's oldest mastoras, 70-
year-old loannis Markoulakis, began 
learning his skills 55 years ago. Work­
ing without a pause at his marble work­
bench cutting vaketta to size for his 
apprentice to make up, Markoulakis 
relates how the old craftsmen tyran­
nized apprentices, begrudging them 
money and even training. "They tried 
to keep the trade secret, afraid you'd 
steal bread from their mouths," he 
says. 

Xenophon Kourkoutakis also learnt 
the craft during the war years . "Our 
generation took to the trade to feed 
itself," he says. "We made boots and 
shoes for the German military during 
the Occupation and women's shoes and 
sheepskin boots which were sent to 
Germany. " 

He takes four hours to make a pair 
of shoes - "And I don't work lazily" ­
selling them for 10,000 drachmas. "But 
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factory-made imported shoes may be footwear to Pirpinakis' designs. 
less than half that price. " The mastores are proud men. They 

The handmade stivania (work see themselves as the e lite of crafts-
boots), ipodimata (special occasion me n, fancying they enjoy a charisma 
boots, perhaps patent or white leather) not the privilege of the woodcraftsmen , 
and shoes from Stivanadika have be- bellmakers or knife makers down the 
come luxuries often beyond the means road . 

"The Turks respected the tsagares 
as pallikaria - brave and noble - and 
did not venture into Stivanadika ," says 
Markoulakis, relaying on lore learnt 
from his grandfather. 

Equal opportunity for women, it 
should be said , has not arrived in Stiva-

Tanneries in Vivilaki St, Halepa, Chania: ripe for hotel development. 

of Cretans. Many of them opt for im­
ported footwear from Taiwan or Brazil. 

Shepherds and olive growers now 
tend to prefer cheap, light, imported 
rubber boots rather than the traditional 
high , snug-fitting heavy leather ones. 
Gone are the pre-war days when truck­
load of handmade boots and shoes left 
Chania for the res't of Crete. 

The trade began to shrink in the 
hard post-war years when many Cha­
niots emigrated to America and Au­
stralia. Skills are generally being learnt 
now only by sons working with fathers, 
like Dimitrios Kourkoutakis, or Gab­
rie l Katsoulakis who has settled in be­
side his father after studying marketing 
in Larissa. 

"Young people now go to college 
and become doctors, lawyers and en­
gineers. They don't want to sit eight 
hours a day in one place bootmaking," 
says Katsoulakis. 

A young Syrian has worked with 
Markoulakis for several years and an 
e lectronics engineering lecturer at Cha­
nia Polytechnic has learnt to make up 
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loannis Markoulakis (70), 55 years at the trade. From Perivoli. 

nadika: the only woman working with 
leather in the street is a cheery machin­
ist stitching uppers in the Markoulakis 
workshop. 

The me n-only craft survives because 
its wares are favored by visiting fore­
igners who see it a rare bargain to buy 
at 20,000 drachmas ipodimata from the 
leather of their choice , made in a week 
by an old-fashioned craftsman. 

But Chaniot shoemaking talent is 
not confined to Stivanadika. Mass pro­
duction began in the 1960s at the Kara­
kis factory , whose distinctively styled 
footwear, says Koubaritakis, has won 
prizes at international exhibitions in 
Paris, Bonn and New York. 

Chania's seaside vyTsodepsies (tan­
neries) , established along the shore at 
Halepa just east of town towards the 
end of Turkish rule, supply craftspeo­
ple in Chania, Athens and elsewhere in 
Greece with vaketta and solodeTma 
(sole leather) , and factories, too , with 
the latter. 

"Ten years ago there were 40 tan­
neries . Now there are 25. I expect the 
same rate of closures in the next de­
cade," says George Kalliyiannis , one of 

the two agents in Chania handling 90 
percent of hide imports. 

"Great trade losses are occurring 
because of increased production from 
fully mechanized modern tanneries 
supplying leather craftspeople and 
shoe, boot, bag and belt-makers ." 

But loyal tsagares staunchly main­
tain the tanneries produce the best 
leather in the world . Says Koubarita­
kis: "It is soft, supple and easy to use." 
Some claim it is the purity of the local 
spring water that gives such happy re­
sults . 

Kalliyiannis says the tanneries get 
through astonishing amounts of work. 
"There's big production; it is a lively 
scene. Last year I sold 24 containers of 

hides, 240 tons." The suspension-dried 
calf hides come from all over Africa: 
Kenya , Uganda, Sudan , Abyssinia, 
Malawi, Madagascar. Hides before the 
war came from Europe, mainly Poland 
and France, supplementing Cretan wild 
goat and sheepskins. 

He also supplies valonia powder, 
Argentinian quebracho (from tree 
bark), South African mimosa and Ger­
man fish oils used in the later stage of 

tanning. He continues his father's 
shoemaker supply business too. 

The coast near Chania provided 
ideal conditions for 19th-century tan­
neries: shallow sea on rocky shores, so 
raw hides could be hung in the waves 
for cleaning and softening, with plenti­
ful fresh-water springs close by the 
water's edge. 

The picturesque tanneries at the 
foot of Vivilaki and Aghias Kyriakis 
streets in Halepa are built just over the 
rocks, with wells sunk to minimize 
effort in washing and rinsing. Similar 
conditions existed in Rethymnon where 
Greek tanneries developed west of the 
town and Turkish ones far to the east, 
says 89-year-old Rethymniot Polychro­

nos Vernidakis . 
On Samos, too, in Turkish hands till 

1912, the reputedly biggest tanneries in 
the Ottoman Empire flourished in Kar­
lovasi. The extensive old tannery build­
ings there remain today as deserted 
ruins according to a Chania resident 
given a guided tour 20 years ago during 
the Junta period by the island's most 
distinguished exile, the late poet Yian­
nis Ritsos. 



The simple tanning technique still 
used in Chania was learnt from Syrians 
during the Egyptian suzerainty over 
Crete which lasted from 1832 till 1840. 
They were sent to establish the industry 
in order to satisfy the demands of the 
Egyptian market, says Chaniot indust­
rial archaeologist Stavroula Markoula­
ki. Her source is a brief account of 
Chania by K.G. Fournarakis written in 
1928. 

The characteristic local leather col­
or comes from the velanidi, the acorn 
produced by the valonia oak which 
grows prolifically round Rethymnon. 
The tree is now a protected species. Its 
survival is threatened , according to 
Rethymniot historian Dr Nikolaos 
Kokonas, through illegal night felling 
by developers clearing land to build. 

Oldtime tanners scrubbed the hides 
on wooden boards in stone troughs out 
into the natural rock floors . Tanner 
Manolis Voutetakis recalls cleaning 40 
skins a day. "Sometimes the water 
froze in the troughs in winter ," he says. 

When hides were left overnight in 
the sea, tanners slept nearby with their 
ears cocked for a change in weather, 
ready to leap to the rescue before 
waves washed them away. "The work 
was very, very hard and heavy," he 
recalls. Electrically powered rotating 
Swedish timber barrels now treat 100 
skins a day. 

Voutetakis works with his son, 
Antonis, and an occasional short-term 
foreign laborer. He looks ahead to 10 
more years before retiring on a pen­
sion. 

A tour of his tannery begins on the 
rocky floor where dried hides soak for 
four days in seawater. They are then 
revolved for eight hours in barrels of 
water to get rid of mud, dirt and ves­
tiges of meat. 

In all tanneries an essential sector of 
the workforce is a team of sleepily 
well-fed cats lazing round, bouncers so 
to speak to deal with rats and mice 
scurrying after morsels of African dried 
veal on the untreated hides. 

In the depilatory process , after 
being cut in half, hides are immersed 
for two days in a solution containing 
lime and other chemicals, then rinsed 
to get rid of all traces of them . "The 
water from the final rinse has to be 
clean enough to drink," says Voute­
takis. 

The central procedure in the tan­
ning process is the immersion of skins 
for three to four hours in the dark 

After topping and tailing to achieve 
even thickness, skins go by open lifts to 
the upper floor for treatment with oils 
and stretching and flattening for a final 
trim before being hung - or perhaps 
laid out on the road in the sun - to dry. 

A bit further along the coast in 
Aghia Kyriaki, Manolis Androulakis , 
60, also remembers the hard old days 
scrubbing by hand. He demonstrates 
the former arduous methods of flatten­
ing and scraping with a hand-held tool, 
before hydraulic fleshing machines 
were introduced , and polishing the 
dried tanned skins with a cork imple­
ment. 

In his estimate, a good strong work­
er could get through 60 to 70 hides a 
day . "The machine does 500, more if 
necessary, without getting tired," he 
says. 

At the other end of the string of 
tanneries an older tradesman, SO-year­
old Giorgos Voyiatsakis, who began 
working in 1927, continues in part­
nership with his son, Vangelis , sup­
plying footwear manufacturers round 
Greece. 

Business for the tanneries depends 
on the EC, he says, admitting "the rest 
of Europe has more resources and bet­
ter automation and computerization." 

The old man gives the glimmer of a 
smile at the mention of computers in 
his archaic surroundings, the old sea­
washed tannery on the rocks facing east 
to the chapel of Aghia Kyriaki , which 
overlooks a tiny inlet with a few caiques 
apd the stony remains of a Venetian 
monastery destroyed, according to that 
excellent guidebook by Stergios Spana­
kis, and its saintly inhabitants mas­
sacred by pirates in the 16th century. 

But the tanneries still exert appeal 
for practitioners; Yiorgos Voutetakis 
resumed his father's trade in Aghia 
Kyriaki in 1973 after 12 years sampling 
life down under , working in a General 
Motors foundry in Melbourne. 

"The lifestyle here is healthier. 
We're all good strong men. " He pro­
duces sole leather and supplies for 
Athenian saddlers. A son, Michalis , is 
learning the trade, as well as another 
apprentice, Nikos Nikolakakis . 

But tannery days are numbered on 
prime coastal property along the Cre­
tan Sea. The land is to be appropriated 
for hotel and recreational develop­
ment. Like the Rethymnon tanneries , 
Chania's are to be relocated inland in 
an industrial district where the dark 

· brown effluent will not pollute bathing 
solution containing velonia, quebracho waters. 
and mimosa. 

Cretan ipodimata, tall boots, worn by a 
pallikari as they are meant to be worn, 
for special occasions, here for com­
memoration ceremonies at the 
Venizelos tombs in Akrotiri, 22 March 
1992. 

' 0, . ·' 
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Sole Leather drying at Manolis Garidakis' tannery in Halepa. 

Antonis Voutetakis apprenticed to his father in Vivilaki. 

The Greek Ministry of Planning is 
scrutinizing proposals. "Opinions differ 
on the desirability of preserving the 
tannery buildings," says Stavroula Mar­
koulaki. "Already one has been bought 
by a developer said to be putting up a 
hotel. The fear is that once hotel de­
velopment has begun it will be hard to 
stop." 

As a gesture of respect for the his­
toric local industry, the Historic , Folk­
loric and Archaeological Society of 
Crete in co-operation with the Tanners' 
Union brought out a handsome big 
calendar this year depicting tannery 
scenes. Markoulaki wrote the text. 

Discussion has begun on the possi­
bility of preserving one of the tanneries 
as a museum. Foreign archaeologists 
living in Chania support the proposal. 

Meantime it is business as usual for 
the score or so tanneries that survive, 
because not only Chania's Stivanadika 
but in the maze of Monastiraki and 
Plaka tourist shops in Athens, top san­
dalmakers swear by the product. 

"Of course it's the best," says Stav­
ros Melissinos. Day in, day out, year 
round , A thens' famous poet-sandal­
maker works at his bench on Chaniot 
vaketta. The sandals he makes become 
like second skins, as much part of 
Greek summer as ouzo and octopus 
and Aegean sunlight. • 
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MCM CLUB GREECE 
Things are beginning to move in a major way for the artists and fans 

of contemporary Greek music, ranging from rock and pop 
to the softer 'ethnic' sounds that for decades have charmed foreign residents and visitors. 

Greek rock, pop and light music artists gather together in Athens for the 
launching of MCM Club Greece and the commencement of Greek artists' 
promotion on MCM's European television network. 

I
n what constitutes an unpre­
cedented opportunity for Greek 
artists , record companies and the 

Greek music industry in general, 
Europe's MCM music television chan­
nel (which can also be seen in Athens 
through Seven-X TV on Channel 49) 
has begun broadcasting Greek video 
clips throughout its European network. 
In Athens, the mechanism which puts 
all this process into motion is MCM 
Club Greece. It is responsible for 
selecting the video clips, for coordinat­
ing the Pan-European promotion of 
Greek artists and their record com­
panies, and for staging concerts and 
other events in Athens and abroad. 

What's more, it is a club open to 
membership, so that members of the 
foreign community here, too, can 
attend the concerts and entertainment 
events, meet Greek artists, and partici­
pate in the whole process of broadening 
Greece's musical presence abroad. 

The immediate goals of the Club 
include: the staging of concerts every 
month for members, the opening of 
Club premises where food and drinks 
will be served to music lovers and 
Greek artists in a friendly atmosphere 
and the development of a quality social 
club where young and middle age fore­
igners and Greeks can meet and enjoy 
music entertainment. 

Another major aim is the staging of 
an annual two-day Mediterranean 
Music Festival every summer in 
Athens, an event which, it is hoped, . 
will develop an international reputation 
and attract some of the world's best 
artists. 

THE ATHENIAN DECEMBER 1992 

This Festival will probably have 
some internationally renowned rock 
artist to 'crown' the event, but the great 
majority of artists will be from France, 
Italy, Spain, Portugal, North Africa 
and, above all, Greece. A certain 
guarantee of success stems from the 
fact that this event will receive wide­
spread international promotion 
through the MCM European television 
network. 

These rapidly-moving develop­
ments originate from the philosophy of 
MCM television itself. Though similar 
to the long-established and successful 
MTV network, this new European 
competitor is different. Beyond the 
well-known international rock and pop 
hits that come mainly from the US and 
Great Britain the station also focuses 
on French and European artists . This 
gives it breadth and a greater variety of 
music cults. In addition to rock and 
'heavy metal' hits, the network concen­
trates on softer, more melodious and 
romantic hits, as well as 'Golden Old­
ies' and daily jazz programs. This 
broadens its audience , embracing not 
only the 15-25 year olds of MTV but 
also those well in their 40s and beyond. 
MCM is willing to experiment with 
more 'ethnic' sounds stemming from 
'folklore' particularities of European 
countries. 

Greece is a living example of a small 
nation which has proved its musical 
talent internationally. Some of its 
artists have long ago achieved interna­
tional acclaim, such as N ana Mous­
chouri, Demis Roussos and Vicky 
Leandros in the field of song, and 

Theodorakis, Xarhakos , Hadjidakis 
and Vanghelis Papathanasiou in the 
field of composition. Furthermore, 
Greece has developed a satisfactory 
rock and pop repertoire of its own, as 
well as 'ethnic' (such as bouzouki) 
sounds which are already familiar and 
popular with foreign audiences. 

MCM Club Greece is the first of its 
kind to be formed in Europe and de­
velopments have been rapid. MCM 
Director Fran~ois Thiellet and Interna­
tional Relations official Delphine Lab­
rousse came to Athens at the end of 
October and , during a highly successful 
party-reception at the 'Take 5' Jazz 
Club Restaurant in Kolonaki, met with 
a large number of Greek groups and 
individual artists. Two days later, 
MCM TV International launched its 
'Special Greek Weekend', broadcast­
ing on its European network the clips 
of some 40 Greek groups and artists. 

Since then, MCM has continued to 
broadcast five to six Greek artists daily. 
Interviews and half-hour presentations 
of the careers of Greek artists will 
follow, as well as 'theme programs' on 
particular features of the Greek music 
industry. 

For the sake of its readers, The 
Athenian will try to publish regular 
reports on the activities of the Club. 
For those interested in becoming mem­
bers, the fee is only 3000 drachmas per 
month for a minimum 6-month period, 
or a discounted 30,000 drachmas for a 
year's membership. One can register 
for membership by calling 7248-496 and 
7245-924, or Fax 7233-061. • 
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FOSTERING TRADE AND 
FRIENDSHIP 

Dr Ta Jen Liu, Director General of the Taipei Office in Athens 

by Carine Kool 

An interview with Dr Ta Jen Liu, 
Director General of Taiwan's Office in Athens, 

focuses on the cross cultural 
and trade exchanges between the two countries. 

Two years ago last month , the 
Taipei Economic and Cultural 
Office replaced the Far East 

Trade Centre which had been founded 
in Athens in 1972 by the Republic of 
China on Taiwan. 

Aimed, above all, at furthering 
trade relations between Taiwan and 
Greece, the office is now promoting 
economic as well as cultural exchanges 
between the two countries. It also acts 
as the Taipei representative office for 
Malta and Cyprus. 

"Although the trade balance has 
been much in favor of Taiwan up till 
now, the trend is progressively being 
reversed," explains Dr Ta Jen Liu, the 
newly-arrived Director General. "We 
are propelling Greek exports · to 
Taiwan, but the opening of a Greek. 
Trade Office in our country would 
accelerate the whole process." 

Numbers are self-explanatory. 
Taiwan annual imports to Greece for 

no 

1991 reached 132.5 million US dollars 
whereas Greek exports amounted to 
11.7 million US dollars for the same 
period. For the first seven months of 
1992, these numbers are 95.2 and 17.8 
million US dollars, respectively , which 
represents an increase of 4.8 percent 
for Taiwan imports and 122.5 percent 
for Greek exports. 

Within the trade framework , im­
ports from Taiwan are principally elec­
tronic equipment, machinery , toys and 
games; foot , sport and beachwear; pia­
tics and precious stones. While Greece 
exports mainly aluminium, marble, ce­
ment, cotton, vegetables, fruits, nuts 
and leather. 

"Taiwanese beach umbrellas were 
one of the first items imported as far 
back as 20 years ago," remembers Dr 
Liu. So/eil oblige! 

Compared to Germany, where the 
Taiwan Trade Centre displays one head 
and four branch offices, the Taipei 

Economic and Cultural Office in 
Athens is doing wonders with only 
seven members of staff, three local and 
four from Taiwan, headed by Dr Ta 
Jen Liu. Succeeding to Dr Chou Seng 
Tou who left for Chicago, Dr Liu ar­
rived last July. His most recent pre­
vious posts found him successively in 
Lesotho , Taiwan , Los Angeles and the 
Philippines . 

Dr Liu is accompanied by his wife , 
Eve. Their two sons - a doctor in 
Mechanical Engineering born in Au­
stralia, and a doctor in Electrical En­
gineering born in Hong Kong - are 
living in the US. "They' find it difficult 
to speak Chinese after living in so many 
countries!" Dr Liu says with a smile. 

For Mr and Mrs Liu, it is not the 
first contact with Greece. They are fine 
connoisseurs of the country. "In 1946 
our boat stopped in Piraeus. We were 
on the way to the US and were just 
married. But we were not allowed to 
disembark because Greece was still 
ravaged by civil war. But we returned 
later on holidays." 

As Dr Liu points out, Greece's 
strongest attraction for the Chinese 
people still remains the past: her 
ancient civilization and philosophy at a 
period in history when Greece and 
China shared many connections and 
influences through Persia. "And, 
although Italian pasta-based food is 
closer to Chinese eating habits , some 
vegetables are common to Greece and 
mainland China ." Quite amazing, 
isn'it? 

Consequently, what attracts 
Taiwanese tourists primarily to Greece 
is a yearning for history, which the 
numerous archaeological sites happily 
satisfy. First name on the list? The 
Acropolis, of course. Culturally 
Taiwan offers, among other gifts, an 
abundance of festivals starting with the 
longest and most important holiday , 
the Chinese or Lunar New Year (next 
one is January 23, 1993) and spreading 
throughout the year, autumn and 
spring being the best seasons for clima­
tic reasons . 

Travelling between Greece and 
Taiwan is still a two-step journey, 
though, with KLM's direct flight from 
Taipei to Amsterdam only and both 
Singapore Airlines and Thai Airlines 
flights out of Athens necessitating sto­
povers in Singapore and Bangkok re­
spectively. Needless to say, a direct air 
link between Athens and Taipei would 
make the experience far more comfort-
able and fast . · 

Despite their long-d!stance rela-
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Chinese 
folk sports: 

diabolo spinning 

tionship, Greek-Taiwanese cultural ex­
changes have grown in multidimension­
al proportions. Isn't culture the best 
ambassador for rapprochement? 

"Since 1992, the Universities of 
Athens and Taiwan have become sister 
universities and in March 92 two stu-

dents from Taiwan already arrived on 
an exchange progra!TI," proudly 
announces Dr Liu. A program of 
Chinese crafts and language was also 
organized here by the Taipei Office last 
May. 

Moreover, two summer programs 
are organized every year by Taiwan 
and are open free of charge to students 
from all over the world . "Each country 
selects a few candidates who will spend 
four to six weeks in our country study­
ing Chinese language and discovering 
its culture and customs," explains Dr 
Liu. 

In view of bringing Chinese music, 
customs, folk arts and sports closer to 
us, Taiwan is sending each year over­
seas groups of young people on . tour. 
These groups (10 to 14 years old) fol­
low a one-month training before 
travelling to Europe where they display 
their talents at diabolo spinning, rope 
skipping, shuttlecock kicking and 
Kung-Fu. After two months of training 
in dance, opera, Kung-Fu and folk arts, 
the student groups (1992 Chinese 
Youth Goodwill Mission) are sent, one 
to North America, one to Europe and 
one to Middle East and Africa. 

J 

Chinese 
folk sports: 

shutth!cock 
kicking 

Greece welcomed two groups last 
September with shows in Athens, Lout­
raki, Piraeus and Crete. These promis­
ing amateur youth endeavor to improve 
cross cultural exchanges through their 
performance and foster friendship . 
May their vitality be infectious. • 

The 1992 Chinese Youth Goodwill Mission from Taipei 
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ON THE HILL OF MARS; 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

by Melanie Ann Karis 

Book in hand, hand on heart, 
the devout still follows 

in the footsteps of Saint Paul 
to hear his words spoken to the Athenians 

on the Areopagus in AD 51. 

!can't remember the year but it real­
ly isn't important. The time and the 
place are, however. It was Christ­

mas Eve. Carrying guide book and 
pocket Bible, I had walked up through 
the lanes of Plaka to Theorias the 

' paved path which without conceit fol-
lows along the steep north face of the 
Acropolis above the modern city, with 
no need of Finos Films to transport 
people back through time. 

My destination was not the Parth­
enon or Erechtheion lying far above my 
head. Rather, I was headed for the 
saddle, on this most famous of Athe­
nian hills, that connects the higher 
Acropolis with the lower Areopagus. 

30 

The Areopagus, or Areios Pagos, 
"The Hill of Ares" to the ancient Athe­
nians , "The Hill of Mars" to the Ro­
mans, is a bare, rugged rock jutting up 
directly to the northwest of the Acro­
polis. Though the seat of the senate and 
the supreme judicial court in the 
seventh century BC, it was not this that 
brought me here, but verses found in 
the 17th chapter of The Acts of the 
Apostles which tell of St Paul 's visit to 
Athens in the year AD 51. 

While Paul was waiting for them in 
.Athens, he was deeply distressed to see 
that the city was full of idols. So he 
argued in the synagogue with the Jews 
and the devout persons, and also in the 

marketplace every day with those who 
happened to be there. Also some 
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers de­
bated with him. Some said, "What does 
this babbler want to say?" Others said, 
"He seems to be a proclaimer of fore­
ign divinities." (This was because he 
was telling the good news about Jesus 
and the resurrection.) So they took him 
and brought him to the Areopagus and 
asked him, "May we know what this 
new teaching is that you are present­
ing? It sounds rather strange to us, so 
we would like to know what it means." 
Now all the Athenians and the fore­
igners living there would spend their 
time in nothing but telling or hearing 



something new. 
Following in the footsteps of St 

Paul , I took myself on that blustery 
Christmas Eve, and climbed the 16, 
steep , multi-millennium old, steps cut 
into the rock, to the summit of the 
Areopagus from where it is professed 
that the 'Apostle of the Gentiles' spoke 
to the Athenians . 

The wind at the summit nearly top­
pled me back down but I made my way 
across the jagged rocks to the dusty, 
but navigable earth on the north side. 
Over my left shoulder to the south­
west, the Bay of Phaleron seemed in 
the wind-cleansed air only a step away, 
and over my right shoulder to the 
southeast, the Propylaia and Temple of 
Athena Nike, glimmering on the Acro­
polis, seemed close enough to touch. 

Finding a fa llen stone to sit on , I 
looked north over the Agora, fro m 
where St Paul conversed with the 
learned Athenians. 

The Greek traveller Pausanias, 
visiting Athens a century after the 
Apostle , wrote: 

"In the Athenian marketplace 
among the objects not generally known 
is an altar to Mercy, of all divinities the 
most useful in the life of mortals and in 
the vicissitudes of fortune, but honored 
by the Athenians alone among the 
Greeks. And they are conspicuous not 
only for their humanity but also for 
their devotion to religion . They have an 
altar to Shamefastness, one to Rumour 
and one to Effort. It is quite obvious 
that those who excel in piety are corres­
pondingly rewarded by good for­
tune .. . " 

It was to this 'devotion to religion' 
that Paul addressed the Athenians in 
the Areopagus and every 29 June, the 
Orthodox Church celebrates the feast 
of St Peter and Paul with a vesper 
service here, with the Archbishop of 
Athens and All Greece, performing the 
service. 

In his speech to the Athenians, Paul 
found a way to reach the people, who, 

. surmising that there might exist gods 
that they didn't know about, and fear­
ful of offending any , had, quite logical­
ly and wisely built altars honoring 
those. Paul in his speech told them 
about the One, that they had hitherto 
called Unknown. 

It had always been my hope to read 
Paul's speech from this hill overlooking 
Athens. So, turning towards the steps, 
I let my imagination bring him to life, 
that mo'st interesting and intelligent of 
men , as he might have been, as he 
climbed to the summit of the rock. His 
robes flowing in the wind and his eyes 
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kind yet disturbed, in his desire to tell 
the Athenians the good news of the 
birth , the death , and the resurrection. 

But as I sat with my travelling Bible 
open on my lap to the 17th chapter of 
The Acts of the Apostles, I looked up 
suddenly to see a man wearing the long 
flowing robes that, I was imagining to 
have belonged to St Paul and with hair 
as red as his, appearing on the hill. I 
blinked my eyes. Had my fancy run 
rampant? H ad the historic setting done 
things to my mind? 

No. The man walked across the 
rocks with his robes billowing out be­
hind him , adding volume to his small 
frame. He was no figment of my im­
agination . He stopped at the summit , 
his back to the Acropolis, his gaze set 
out over the city, and closing his eyes 
just as Paul might have , he offered up a 
silent prayer for Athens and her 
people . 

Lost in reverie, I'd been oblivious to 
the people around me , but now, at the 
sight of this man, I noticed that 
Japanese was being spoken to my right, 
Spanish to my left, Greek all around , 
and a multitude of English accents that 
covered at least four continents , and we 
were all looking at one another, 
amazed, like children pleasantly sur­
prised. 

Opening his eyes, which encompas­
sed us all with their brilliance, he spoke 
with a clear, powerful , love-sweetened 
voice, that travelled with the wind to 
our ears. All the languages around me 
fell silent as the words of the Apostle 
Paul were spoken again above Athens. 

Then Paul stood in front of the 
Areopagus and said, "Athenians, I see 
how extremely religious you are in ev­
ery way. For as I went through the city 
and looked carefully at the objects of 
your worship, I found among them an 
altar with the inscription, 'To an un­
known god. ' What therefore you 
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 
you. The God who made the world and 
everything in it, he who is Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not live in 
shrines made by human hands, nor is 
he served by human hands, as though 
he neeeded anything, since he himself 
gives to all mortals life and breath and 
all things .. . " When they heard of the 
resurrection of the dead, some scoffed; 
but others said, "We will hear you 
again about this. " At that point Paul 
left them. But some of them joined him 
and became believers, including Diony-

. sius the Areopagite and a woman 
.. named Damaris, and others with them. 

The bells began to clang. I turned 
and looked over the sprawling city, and 
I wondered if perhaps, this latter-day 

- -

preacher, might not have a convert, a 
Dionysios of Areopagos who became 
the city's patron saint, just as Paul did . 

With these final words, all seemed 
to gravitate towards the man who 
spoke them. A Japanese couple walked 
up to him , saying in soft, respectful 
tones , something about always wanting 
to know more about Christianity, that 
it seemed to make perfect sense to 
them, that it was the reason they had 
climbed to the top of this hill. 

I never knew who the St Paul of 
that Christmas Eve was, and through 
the years I have regretted this, but most 
likely, he was a person, who, like me, 
simply desired to read the words of the 
St Paul from that dusty but marvellous 
hill that continually nourishes the world 
that travels to it to learn, to worship, 
and to remember: Mars Hill ·is a 
cathedral without walls. • 
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onlooKer 
by Alec Kitroeff 

The Spirit of Christmas 

W
hen The Athenian asked me 
to interview Santa Claus it 
was a simple matter to don a 

few extra sweaters and a pair of mittens 
and hop a plane to Spitsbergen. From 
there, I rented a snowmobile and drove 
straight across the polar ice cap to the 
North Pole. I knew I was there when 
my pocket compass, a relic of my scout­
ing days, stopped pointing north and 
tried desperately to point straight 
down. 

I looked around for reindeer and 
such and, sure enough, I saw a herd of 
them a couple of hundred yards away, 
gathered around a huge igloo. One of 
the reindeer had a red nose and I 
correctly guessed it must be the famous 
Rudolph of song, which was a good 
clue as to whom I would find inside the 
igloo. I crawled through the entrance 
tunnel and knocked politely on a rein­
deer skin hanging across the other end. 
There was no reply. This was under­
standable, however, because my 
knocking on the soft skin had made no 
sound. So I coughed gently. 

"Come in Rudolph," I heard a voice 
reply from inside. 

"It isn't Rudolph, it's Alec," I said. 
"Come in, Alec, I have a nice bale 

of hay for you." 
I pulled the reindeer skin aside and 

stepped into the igloo. When Santa 
Claus saw me his eyes widened in. sur­
prise. 

"Oh, ho, ho, ho," he laughed, "I'm 
terribly sorry. I thought you were Alec 
the Blue-Bottomed Reindeer. Do 
come in and make yourself comfort­
able." 

He was a big, fat man with white 
hair, white eyebrows and a white 
beard. His girth and his ruddy comple­
xion made me think: "Now here is, a 
prime candidate for apoplexy," and I 
prayed silently that he would not be 
struck down before the end of the 

interview. I realized I had interrupted 
. his lunch because he was sitting at a 

block of ice that had been carved to 
serve as a table and was eating raw 
blubber. No wonder he was so fat. 

"Have a seat," he said between 
mouthfuls, waving me to another block 
of ice that had been carved to serve as a 
chair. I took off one of my extra swea­
ters and placed it on the chair before 
sitting on it. I had the same name as 
that other reindeer but I had no inten­
tion of resembling it in all respects. I 
explained my mission to Santa and he 
was most flattered. 

"That's very nice of The Athenian," 
he said. "Nobody has ever interviewed 
me before. Would you like something 
to eat?" 

"No thanks , my supplies ran out 
three days ago but I'm not very hun­
gry," I lied, eyeing the blubber 
apprehensively. 

"Would you like something to 
drink, then?" 

"What do you drink?" I asked suspi­
ciously. 

He went over to a corner, pushed 
aside some blocks of ice and brought 
out a bottle of Johnnie Walker Black 
Label. "A rich kid on Park Avenue left 
it for me in his stocking last year. A 
rather touching gesture, don't you 
think?" 

After a long draught from the bottle 
I felt much better. "Do you live here all 
the time?" I asked. 

"Oh yes, except when I go on my 
Christmas Eve trips, of course. It's very 
comfortable, really. I read my books, I 
listen to the radio, I go on an occasional 
ride with the reindeer, I hunt for seal 
now and then. What more could a man 
want?" 

"What indeed," I agreed. 
"What's more, the climate is so 

healthy up here I never catch colds." 
"A blessed life," I murmured. "Tell 

me, er .. . Mr. Claus? Is that what I 
should call you?" 

"Call me anything. Santa, Papa 
Noel, St Nicholas, Aghios Vassilis -
anything you like." 

"I shall call you Santa. Tell me, 
Santa, how long have you been going 
out every Christmas Eve filling chil­
dren's stockings with presents?" 

"You tell me how long there have 
been children in the world. That's how 
long. I came into being when the first 
child was told that if he was a good boy, 
I would come and fill his stocking with 
toys and goodies on Christmas Eve. 
And when the child was told I would 
come from the North Pole on a huge 
sleigh, pulled by a team of reindeer and 
come down the chill}ney, that's exactly 
what I did." 

I frowned. This wasn't making 
sense. "You mean if children weren't 
told about you, wouldn't you exist?" 

"Exactly," he replied. "You're a 
grown man, you know something about 
the world. Could I possibly ride 
through the night sky on a sleigh, park 
on a roof, get through a chimney, fill 
the child's stocking with toys , get up 
the chimney again, take off from the 
roof and do the same thing in millions 
of houses throughout the Christian 
world all in one night?" 

"You mean you don't?" I asked. 
"I do, I do, of course I do- for the 

child who believes I do ." 
I took another swig from the whisky 

bottle and shook my head. "I still don't 
understand." I mumbled. 

"Look, when The Athenian sent 
you to interview me, did you believe I 
existed?" 

"Of course I did. Do you think I'd 
come all the way up here if I didn't?" I 
protested. 

"Well, that's exactly how you found 
me. I exist for all those people in the 
world who believe in the spirit of good 
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will towards men and that there is no 
greater joy on earth than making a 
child happy." 

I took another hefty swig from the 
bottle. "Wait a minute," I said, "how 
do you get down those chimneys any­
way. Some houses don't have chimneys 
either, how about that?" 

"Did your house have a chimney 
when you were a child?" 

"No," I admitted . "I lived in an 
apartment and the only hole in it was in 
the ventilator duct above the stove in 
the kitchen." 

"And did you believe I came in 
through that?" 

I nodded. "My mother told me you 
could become thin as a needle if neces­
sary to come into the house with the 
presents." 

"And you believed that?" 
"Yes," I admitted, "I must have 

been a pretty dumb kid." 
"You were not. You were sweet and 

innocent like all children. I remember 
you quite well. You used to try and stay 
awake to catch a glimpse of me but you 
never could." 

I blushed and nodded. "I'm glad 
I've seen you at last," I said, "but 
there's one other thing you haven' t 
explained . How do you manage to visit 
everybody in one night?" 

Santa smiled and heaved himself 
up. "Come with me and I'll show you," 
he said. 

We crawled out of the igloo and I 
gasped at the sight that met my eyes. 
Stretching as far as the eye could see 
were millions and millions of Santa 
Clauses with sleighs all packed with 
toys and reindeer teams champing at 
the bit, ready to take off. 

"There is a Santa Claus for every 
child who believes in him and every one 
of them out there will visit his own 
particular little boy or girl this Christ­
mas Eve. Not one of them will be 
disappointed." 

I don't quite remember what hap­
pened next because it was some hours 
later when I woke up in my snowmobile 
clutching an empty whisky bottle. The 
igloo was nowhere to be seen, nor the 
reindeer (Rudolph included) , nor the 
millions of Santas that had filled the 
area all around. "Oh, well," I shrug­
ged. "I guess they must all be on their 
way now. It's getting pretty close to 
Christmas Eve," I thought to myself as 
I turned the snowmobile around and 
headed back for Spitsbergen. • 

This Christmas story comes from Alec 
Kitroeffs book "Greeks That Never 
Were", now out of print. 
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A Concise 
History of Greece 
RICHARD CLOGG 

• a wholly new illustrated history of 
Greece 
• the author is one of the world's 
authorities on Balkan history, an 
Associate Fellow of the University of 
Oxford and Professor of Balkan 
History at the University of London 

• the second book in a highly successful series published by 
Cambridge University Press 
This book provides a concise, illustrated introduction to the history of 
modern Greece, from the first stirrings of the national movement in the 
late eighteenth century to the present day. It is designed to provide a basic 
introduction for general and academic readers with little or no prior 
knowledge of the subject, and supersedes Professor Clogg's Short History of 
Modern Greece which has become a classic since its initial publication in 
1979. This latest account is a wholly new book, conceived afresh for a 
broad readership, in which the many illustrations with their extensive 
captions form an important part of the text. 
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UNIVERSITY PRESS 
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BOOKS 

Reading Matters 

THE AEGEAN. THE EPICENTER 
OF GREEK CIVILIZATION, 
Melissa Publishing House Athens 
1992, pp 456, color illustr;tions 349: 
black-and-white 191. Ten scholars have 
been gathered to create the text for this 
beautiful , big-format, sumptuous tri­
bute to the world's most evocative body 
of water. Nobel-winning poet Odysseus 
Elytis bows in prose to the Muse of his 
inspiration in a shimmering introduc­
tion. It is followed by Vergina excava­
tor Manolis Andronikos' comments on 
the Aegean islands' contribution to the 
artistic development of the ancient 
world in the last important essay the 
archaeologist wrote before his death 
earlier this year. Anghelos Delivorrias , 
Director of the Benaki Museum, has 
written a full-dress article on folk art 
and Nikos Svoronos, late Professor at 
the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes 
in Paris provides the historical context. 
Architect Haralambos Bouros and 
Mytali Acheimastou-Potamianou 
Director of the Byzantine Museum: 
have filled in the essential Byzantine 
aspects. Then, ethnomusicologist Lam­
bras Liavos, archaeologist Christos 
Doumas and philologist Yiorgis Yiatro­
manolakis , in shorter works, add the 
dimensions which make the apparently 
fabulous Aegean world , miraculously 
real. The whole book is so lavishly 
illustrated , by a team of photographers 
led by the likes of Makis Skiadaresis 
from sea, sky and land , that by just 
sitting down with this bookish feast 
you can feel the meltemi turning th~ 
pages for you. 

THE WALL-PAINTINGS OF 
THERA, by Christos Doumas The 
Thera Foundation, Petros M. Nomi~ · 
kos, Athens, 1992, pp 191. Posterity 
would have well honored Spyridon 

Marinatos for his great accomplish­
ments as an archaeologist in the field, 
as a scholar and an administrator, had 
he died a year before he did , falling 
from a scaffold on the excavations at 
Akrotiri in 1974. Yet, in his last months 
fate further favored him, capping his 
eminent career with the discovery of 
the wall-paintings for which he is best 
known to the public today. The wall­
paintings of Thera have been often 
reproduced, almost never with justice, 
and certainly not in their entirety. Now 
the Thera Foundation has stepped up 
and put matter aright: all the paintings 
which have been restored are repro­
duced for the first time in this volume ­
and they are ravishing. For the very 
reason that they are so beautifully re­
produced, the paintings stand out 
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above all as works of art. In his illumi­
nating text, however , Professor Christ­
os Doumas, Marinatos' successor at the 
Akrotiri excavations, emphasizes their 
value, too, as social records and histor­
ical documents. In the Acknowledge­
ments Mr Nomikos gives all credit for 
the design and production of the 
volume to Mrs Rachel Mishdrahi­
Kapon - information happily passed on 
- and Professor Peter Warren of the 
University of Bristol provides a Fore­
word . 

MACEDONIA: 4000 YEARS OF 
GREEK HISTORY AND CIVI­
LIZATION, edited by M.B. Sakellar­
iou , Ekdotike Athinon, first edition , 
1982, pp 572. If sheer weight is a high 
priority on your choice of holiday gifts 
as well as patriotism, combine both 
with this impressive tome. First pub­
lished in 1982, it has gone through 
several editions and the English version 
is available at leading Athens book­
shops. Spanning the millennia from the 

prehistoric period to the economy in 
the 1980s, this volume has everything a 
makedonolatris could pray for. 
Academician Sakellariou leads a pack 
of 26 experts who contribute 40 essays. 
There are hundreds of color photos, 
unusually clear and helpful maps, 
sketches, designs, drawings, old litho­
graphs and (surprise, surprise!) even an 
index. 

EVERY GREEK HAS A STORY, 
AN ORAL HISTORY, by Alba 
Ambert. Athens College Press, 
Athens, 1992, pp 257. It's no deep 
secret that the author Alba Ambert in 
official life is the wife of Dr Waiter Me 
Cann, President of Athens College, 
and that they are soon going to the 
American College in Paris after seven 
years of plenteousness in Old Psychiko. 
Ms Ambert, however, wanted to leave 
behind a gift to a world she had come to 
love. 

EVERY GREEK 

HAS A STORY 

An Oral lllsta~y 

t\ lba Ambcrl 

Being a poet and a writer of fiction, a 
specialist in bilingualism and a student 
of cultural anthropology, as well as 
Puerto Rican and therefore steeped in 
the rich Spanish-American tradition of 
oral history (The Children of Sanchez, 
etc), she decided to put together a 
volume that not only told the story of a 



great and unique institution in Greece, 
but one which was related directly in 
the words of those who had lived its 
history and had a great oral tradition of 
their own. 
It can be said , of course, everyone has a 
story to tell , but it must be conceded 
that Greeks especially delight in telling 
their stories and therefore are very 
good at it. Given the intricacies of the 
language, Greeks must organize their 
thoughts before they talk (a matter 
often ignored in English) and therefore 
their stories often have an unexpected 
coherence. 
What gives this volume a wider pros­
pect than it might otherwise suggest, 
being highly sensitive ethnically , every 
Greek has a story which is itself a story 
of Greece. 
One example particularly stands out. 
Of the 15 oral histories related (they 
are arranged by seniority), over half 
related by Greeks who were raised in 
Greece (there are stories by diaspora 
Greeks, too), almost exclusively talk of 
the Occupation and the Civil War. This 
is as true of the narrative of George 
Phylactopoulos (born in 1905) as that 
of Yiannis Baslis (born in 1940). That is 
to say, to a whole generation, the last 
40 years have produced no story so 
striking to tell. 
What is particularly interesting, then, is 
that the first story told by a member of 
the post-war generation , that of Niki­
foros Diamantouros , is also the first to 
isolate the Civil War as a historical 
phenomenon, and in these revealing 
words: "As far as Greece is concerned, 
I think that the Civil War is finally 
behind us. The way I like to think 
about it is that 1949 was the military 
end of the Civil War, a cessation of 
military hostilities. If that is the case, 
1974 clearly constitutes the legal end of 
the Civil War with the creation of a 
political system that did not discrimin­
ate between victors and vanquished in 
the Civil War. Then, I would argue that 
1989, with the occasion of the unlikely 
government between the communists 
and the conservatives , marked the poli­
tical end of the war." 
Although the earlier (and older) contri­
butors might agree with this analysis, 
they would never have thought to say 
so, nor conclude that it took 45 years 
for the Civil War to take its course. In 
this way, these testimonies not only tell 
of the lives of individuals and describe 
what it was like to live in their times: 
they also reflect the transformations of 
social and historical attitudes in the 
actual process of change. The book is 
full of such examples , which give depth 
to its perceptions. 
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Of course , Athens College's own story 
is being told at the same time and a 
most worthy subject it is . Starting out 
in the 1920s as an elite school of mostly 
diaspora Greeks preparing students for 
university mainly abroad , in the 1990s 
it is an almost wholly Greek school 
preparing young men and women for 
upper education and a richer life in 
Greece. 
Like the culture it reflects, Athens Col­
lege has had its agonies of growth, but 
it offers a much more developed and 
diverse society with far more opportu­
nities many of the excellences for which 
it is rightly famous. Ambert 's gift to 
her alma step-mater is an interesting , 
affectionate and valuable one. 

THE FOOD OF GREECE, by Vilma 
Liacouras Chantiles, Fireside Edition, 
Simon and Schuster, New York , 1992, 
pp 365. There were many unhappy 
(and hungry) philhellenes around when 
the 1975 edition of this now established 
classic went out of print. Now it is 
republished in paperback but in the 
same clear and readable format. For 
years Food Editor of The Athenian, 
Mrs Chantiles will be remembered by 
most readers for her ravishing recipes 
reaching across the whole terrain of the 
Greek cuisine, from the sticky sweet to 
the herbally pungent. This most com­
plete book of Greek cookery in English 
conveys the author's love of ancient 
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ARCHANES, CRETE, by J. and E . 
Sakellarakis, Ekdotike Athinon, 
Athens, 1991. This is the latest volume 
in Ekdotike Athinon's series on 
archaeological sites, notable for their 
clarity , scholastic comprehensiveness, 
attractive format and excellent color 
photography. John Sakellarakis and Efi 
Sapouna-Sakellaraki won the Academy 
of Athens Prize in 1983 for their work 
at Archanes, and celebrated their 25th 
anniversary of excavations there this 
year. Their long and caring involve­
ment with Archanes, prehistoric to 
modern, gives their work a striking 
sense of continuity and ' place'. A 
general introduction is followed by a 
description of the still partially exca­
vated Minoan palace . Half the book is 
devoted to the Fourni Cemetery on the 
edge of town, the most important Mi­
noan necropolis yet found in the Ae­
gean, and it ends cataclysmically with a 

. chapter .on the shrine at Anemospilia 
, whose destruction by an earthquake 

·coincided with a ritual of human sacri­
fice whose discovery in 1979 shook the 
archaeological world . 
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quotation , regional anecdote, the sec­
rets of rural kitchens and her conta­
gious enthusiasm for all things Hel­
lenic. 

SLEEPLESS GIANTS AND 
WINGED HORSES, by Frieda 
Bubie , Exantas Publishers , Athens, 
1992, pp 299. The ancient Greek myths 
are inexhaustible in their freshness, in­
vention , variety, wisdom- and in their 
retelling. Well-known journalist Frieda 
Bubie began recounting these stories to 
her bi-cultural children. Having pub­
lished the stories of Gods, she now 
turns in a second volume to the Heroes, 
writing them in a Greek and an English 
that is light and simple, humorous and 
sad, as befits the theme. They are 
aimed at children in upper primary 
school classes, but as the two languages 
are printed on facing pages, it is as 
delightful a way as can be imagined for 
brushing up one's English or Greek at 
any age. The illustrations by Dina 
Karahaliou capture the grace, charm 
and movement of the prose. • 
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CINEMA • BY B. SAMANTHA STENZEL 

Eastwood in the West 

Clint Eastwood as reformed thief and murderer in the "Unforgiven" 

W hen· I recently learned that 
Clint Eastwood had directed 
and starred in a new West­

ern, The Unforgiven, and it would be 
released in Athens this winter, I was 
eager to see it. This is a big change 
from my childhood disdain for West­
erns, when I regarded them as a low­
brow form of entertainment that would 
blare forth from the television on 
Saturday afternoons when my brother 
and his friends gathered round. I would 
retreat to my room and listen to classic­
al music, trying to block the echoing of 
gunshots and the high-pitched cries of 
the Indians as they advanced. 

Five years ago Stephen Rounds, 
then director of the Hellenic-American 
Union, convinced me we should in­
clude a selection of Westerns in the fall · 
film programs. I reluctantly agreed and 
went about viewing The Man Who Shot 
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Liberty Valance, Stagecoach, The 
Long Riders and Butch Cassidy And 
The Sun Dance Kid among others so 
that I could write introductions to 
them. One afternoon Rounds was 
shocked to find me quietly weeping at 
the conclusion of The Searchers as 
John Wayne utters to young Natalie 
Wood "Let's go home, Debby". He 
was even more stunned to find out that 
it was my third viewing of the film in a 
week! 

What had converted me was the 
growing realization that Westerns pro­
vided an earthy account of early Amer­
ican history and the best of them are a 
true folk history of a vivid and violent 
era, something European critics had 
been asserting for years. Since then I 
have tracked down rare screenings of 
John Ford's My Darling Clementine 
and Red River Valley and other classics 

of the genre. 
Clint Eastwood first captured the 

public's attention as The Man With No 
Name in Sergio Leone's 1960s 
'Spaghetti Westerns', the tremendously 
popular trilogy of A Fistful of Dollars, 
For A Few Dollars More and The 
Good The Bad And The Ugly. He has 
remained a box-office phenomenon 
since that time. In 1968 he formed the 
Malpaso Company, allowing him an 
independent base and creative control 
of his projects as producer and direc­
tor, as well as star. He has created 16 
movies in 21 years, in many cases parti­
cipating as star, director and producer. 

Eastwood launched his career in the 
1950s as a contract player in supporting 
roles in a number of films for Univer­
sal, some of them Westerns, and made 
guest appearances on the television 
series "Wagon Train" and "Maverick" . 
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Then he landed the eo-starring role on 
the series "Rawhide" and appeared in 
it from 1959 to 1966. The Le"one 
'Spaghetti Westerns' followed and soli­
dified his image as a laconic loner, a 
cowboy and gunfighter with a sly 
almost macabre sense of humor. Leone 
altered his boyish looks of "Rawhide" 
days. He was grubbier, slightly un­
shaven and his trademark, a flat top­
ped , wide brimmed hat was replaced by 
one with an even wider brim , shading 
his face and giving The Man With No 
Name a somewhat sinister presence. 

Over the years, Eastwood tackled a 
number of roles , including city cops, 
soldiers and a jet pilot but was most 
widely associated with his image as a 
cowboy, with his detective persona 
such as Dirty Harry, a secondary 
offshoot. Eastwood made his directo­
rial debut in 1971 with the chilling 
suspense thriller Play Misty For Me. 
Although impressive, Eastwood was 
really in his element directing High 
Plains Drifter (1973), in which he plays 
a nameless gunman hired by the town 's 
people of Lago to protect them from 
three gunmen just released from pris­
on. A number of hits followed includ­
ing Magnum Force, The Eiger Sanction 
and The Outlaw, Josey Wales, East­
wood's most hopeful and romantic 
film, laced with light-heatted humor. 

Eastwood has displayed a non-com­
mercial bent in recent directorial out­
ings including White Hunter, Black 
Heart (1990), a portrait of an obsessive 
movie director based on the antics of 
the late John Huston during the shoot­
ing of African Queen. The French, who 
are wild about Eastwood and whom 
they call 'Cleent' , embraced Bird 
(1988) , the tribute to jazz saxophonist 
Charlie Parker for which Eastwood 
won the Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association's Best Director Award. 
But the realistic portrait of the tor­
mented musician did not fare well at 
the box-office in the States. 

Eastwood is back in his element 
with his latest Western The Unforgiven 

"White Hunter, Black Heart" directed by Eastwood 

and it is the carefully construed cui- William Munny (Eastwood) is a re-
ruination of the technique, themes and formed outlaw, a cold-blooded killer 
characterization that have slowly who put away his gun at the request of 
evolved during his whole body of film- his wife. After she dies, he continues to 
making. What especially intrigued me work as a hog farmer out on the Kansas 
was its plot that deals with the knife prairie, raising his young son and 
slashing of a neophyte prostitute who daughter. Times are tough and he is 
made the mistake of giggling when merely eking out a living after losing a 
confronted with the sight of a naked good part of his stock due to fever. 
cowhand. The enraged man and a When approached by the Schofield Kid 
friend who helped him are let off lightly . . to become a partner and collect the 
and the whores pool their money and bounty, he considers the promise he 
put a five-hundred-dollar bounty on made to his late wife but breaks it 
each of their heads. because he doesn't know any other way 
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to ma ke enough money to ensure the 
survival of his family. 

The Unforgiven is remarkable be­
cause of its careful detailing of the 
characters' interaction, thorough char­
acterization, including the women, and 
excellent acting. Eastwood had been 
called a "feminist director" before, de­
spite his often macho image but he 
certainly can lay cla im to that now. The 
prostitutes are imbued with dignity and 
spunkiness, rallying to defend one of 
their rank who has been wronged and 
to punish those who did it . • 
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TRAVEL TOPICS•BY K.ATEY ANGELIS· 

Residents of Athens really have 
a unique package to offer their 
visitors from other countries. 

Imagine being able to suggest a 'cruise' 
for under Drs 10,000! I am speaking, of 
course, of the Epirotiki Lines three­
island cruise on board the Hermes that 
visits Aegina, Poms·and Hydra in one 
day with lunch and entertainment in­
cluded. Each of these islands is diffe­
rent and enchanting in its own way and 
a visitor from abroad finds the entire 

. day absolutely unique . Where else in 
the world is tl:iis possible? At the first 
stop on Aegina it is possible to arrange 
a tour to the Temple of Aphaia, and 
still be back along the pleasant harbor 
in time tn order a Greek coffee and huY 

the world-lanHHI~ pi~tachim. 
Upon departure from Aegina, a fine 

buffet luncheon is served allowing plen­
ty of time after for a snooze in the sun 
or a chance to · play the one-armed 
bandits below decks. Arrival at Poros 
allows shopping time, but most tourists 
either climb the hill to the clock tower 
for the exercise. or take the ferry boat to 
Galata and back to have the experience 
of reaching the Peloponnese. Glutted 
by lunch and activity, passengers on the 
Poros-Hydra leg have a relaxing time. 
If there are a large number of people 
on board , a second luncheon buffet 
seating is served on the way. 

Hydra is the cruise passenger's 
dream become reality for the harbor 
appears in practically every brochure 
and the tourist feels right a t home as 
the ship pulls up to the dock. Shopping 
is a delight and there is always a walk 
around the corner to 'Bikini Rock'. It is 
now cocktail time and the trip home is 
enlivened by an entertaining show 
drawing the audience into the fun in a 
very relaxed and informal way. Arrival 
back in Phaleron is about 7:00pm; a bit 
tired, but totally satisfied with the mini­
cruise. Hotel passengers are bused to 
and from the ship, and you can take 
your visitors to one of the pick up points 
if you are not able to accompany them. 
The telephone number for Epirotiki 
Lines is 360-1919 or ask your travel 
agent. 
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The recent Thai Cultural and Gastro­
nomic Festival eo-sponsored by the 
Hotel Athenaeum Inter-Continental, 

Mrs Rasmidatta (right) in the garden the Royal Thai Embassy, Thai Interna­

The show is terrific! 

Changing of the Guard at Finnair. 
Upon the retirement of Mr K. 
Groenenberg, a large reception was 
held recently at the Hotel Grand Bre­
tagne attended by friends, travel 
agents, other airlines and government 
officials. 

tional Airways, and the Thai Commer­
cial Office was a big success. It is 
wonderful to be able to travel to exotic 
countries, but these festivals do allow 
the stay at homes to have a tempting 
glimpse . Thailand has especially 
beautiful costumes and graceful dan­
cers as well as a truly delectable 
cuisine, so the adventure is very spe­
cial. Because the Thai cultural event 
was going on in Athens, the wife of the 
Ambassador, Mrs Amphaisri Rasmi­
datta, invited WIC members and some 
of her many friends to a fascinating 
cultural morning in the garden of the 
Residence. Over 200 ladies were en­
chanted by the dancers, watched de­
monstrations of creating works of art 
from fruits and vegetables, fan and 
umbrella painting and then enjoyed 
Thai specialties. Everyone now wants 
to make the trip! 

The recent American Society of Travel 
Agents (ASTA) 62nd World Congress 
was opened with greetings from Egyp­
tian President Hosni Mubarak. Almost 
()()()() participants from around the 

(From right) 
Mr Groenenberg, 
Ms Renee Blok, HE the 
Finnish Ambassador 
Mr Ralf Friberg and the 
new Area Manager 
Mr Jorma Kauppimen 

world gathered with but a single 
thought - the promotion of tourism. 
AST A Hell as was represented by its. 
President, Michael Ghiolman and over 
70 members, while the Goverment de­
legate was Secretary General of the 
GNTO Knnstantinos Pylarinos. 

(From left to right) 
Ahmed El Nahas, 
Vice President 
Hilton Hotels Egypt 
and Middle East, 
Michael Ghiolman, 
President AST A Greece, 
Fuad Sultan, 
Egypt's Minister 
of Tourism and 
Ahmed El · Khadem, 
President AST A Egypt, 
Sudan and North Africa 
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PROFILE • BY PAT HAMILTON 

Dallas Salute to Greece 

Spend an hour or two with Virginia 
Lucas Nick and stand in awe. Her 
drawl may be pure Dallas, and 

her 76-year-old heart and knees have 
seen better days , but she is sharp as a 
tack. This unpaid , unknown and often 
unthanked individual has probably 
done more to promote Greece in the 
last 30 years than all five floors of the 
National Tourist Organization com­
bined. 

A Texas real estate investor and 
philant~ropist whose parents, as well as 
her late husband, were Greek-born, 
Nick first came to Greece in 1960 and 
has been coming every year since, leav­
ing her mark on countless projects and 
individual lives. She has restored chur­
ches at both Osios Loukas and Mt 
Athos, set up a scholarship in her hus­
band's name at Anatolia College in 
Thessaloniki , where she is a trustee, and 
is one of the founders of the Society for 
the Preservation of Greek Heritage, 
which is housed in a 19th-century Plaka 
mansion that she raised the money to 
buy. Last month she brought over 56 
people ("some of the wealthiest in the 
world") from Dallas who had chartered 
the Sea Goddess, and took them to her 
family's island, Mytilene. 

But her most ambitious accomplish­
ment has been the "Dallas World Sa­
lute to Greece" in 1990, a year-long 
calendar of events all over the city of 
Dallas to promote Greece and cele­
brate the 2500th anniversary of the 
birth of democracy. A project so en­
compassing that Nick started working 
on it in 1986 and spent over a quarter of 
a million dollars of her own money, the 
"Salute to Greece" involved detailed 
coordination between the two countries 
for most of the events. 

"I wanted to revive the glory of 
Greece in Dallas," says Nick, "and I 
pretty well did , but what I went 
through in the process ... that's why I 
have heart trouble, it almost put me in 
my grave." 

Nick went to the American Institute 
of Architects for help in turning two 
floors of the Dallas City Hall (an I.M. 
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Mrs Virginia Lucas Nick 

Pei-designed building) into an exhibi­
tion highlighting architecture and town 
planning techniques (with scale mod­
els) used by 5th century BC Greeks. 

"I had to go through five different 
Greek governments and at one point 
when the models were almost finished, 
a new Culture Minister decided he 
didn't like the idea and wanted to des­
troy them," says Nick. "As it is we 
didn't get things set up until three days 
before the opening because of all the 
bureaucracy." 

Over 7000 Texas school children 
were bused to City H all to see the 
exhibition. The University of Texas 
Medical Center hosted a symposium on 
ancient Greek medicine, the Benaki 
Museum brought its gold collection to 
the Dallas Art Museum, there were 
chefs from the Grand Bretagne to de­
monstrate Greek cooking and costumes 
from the Nafplion Folklore Museum. A 
Taverna Party featured musicians and 
dancers from Greece, the Dallas Chil­
dren's Theater put on shadow puppet 
shows, the Dallas Library exhibited 
Greek children's books and both the 
Dallas Symphony and Opera presented 
Greek musicians. 

Nick, who was voted Dallas Fund 
Raiser of the Year in 1991, has been 
actively involved with civic responsibil­
ity all her adult life, raising money to 
build a Greek Orthodox Church in 
.Dallas, starting the first Orthodox Sun­
day School, where she taught for years, 
and introducing the Greek Festival, an 
annual event now for 35 years. With 

two other women she established an 
umbrella organization to raise funds for 
the arts, and in 25 years they have 
raised more than 10 million dollars. 

"My father taught us," says Nick, 
who was one of seven children, "you 
don't just live in a city and work in a 
city. You live for your city and you 
work for your city." 

Nick's father, whose life story was 
exhibited at the Dallas Public Library 
after his death, titled "The Lucas 
Legend", worked his way around the 
world as a seaman, jumped ship in New 
York with the proverbial single dollar 
bill in his pocket and ended up in 
Dallas. He started out as a dishwasher/ 
cook, sent for his young bride and 
when Nick's older sister was born, she 
was the first child of Greek heritage to 
be born in Dallas. He went on to amass 
a fortune in the restaurant business and 
real estate, and as you enter Lucas 
Farms, 1500 acres of land "he bought 
little by little during the Depression", 
there is a sign: "Top soil is the source of 
all life. It is the duty of every good 
citizen to preserve what is there and 
restore what others destroy." 

Nick and her husband, who worked 
together as land developers, sent aid to 
her husband's Peloponnesian village 
during the war, and then after the war 
started bringing over displaced boys 
from the villages to educate them and 
set them up in business. 

"His greatest thing was scho­
larships. We loved educating young 
people because neither of us had higher 
educations," says Nick. "We were self­
taught, what I call street smart." 

"A lot of our work has been with 
young people. I never go looking for 
them, they look for me, but I have 
great faith and I think the Lord kind of 
sends me the right children. We've 
gotten them into college, had a house 
for them to live in, my father~s res­
taurant always had extra jobs. They 
don't forget me, they still write, they 
call, I hear from them at Christmas. I 
don't have a child of my own, but I feel 
I have hundreds of children." • 
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·sPAGGOS • PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 

All ·That Glitters ... 
Once in three years came the navy of Tarshish, bringing gold, and 

silver, ivory and apes, and peacocks. 

The First Book of Kings 10:22. 

The alchemist. Palazzo Vecchio, Florence 

M any metals are more valuable 
than gold; harder, softer, 
more rare and far more use­

fu l, but none is more lusted after -

North American Indians being the rare 
exception, they lift it where it was 
found since they had no use for it . 

No other substance has changed the 
course of history on entire continents 

either directly through 'gold rushes' or 
through the quest for it. The Bible 
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mentions it 460 times, Shakespeare 
250. Herodotus, the 5th century Greek 
historian , informs us that 26 tons of 
gold were used in the construction and 
furnishing of the Tower of Babel. 

Queen Hatshepsut of Egypt (1480-
68 BC) erected two great stone pillars, 
capping them with gold so that they 
blazed in the sun like gigantic torches, 
and boasted, "To gild them I have 
given gold measured by the bushel, as 
though it were sacks of grain. " 

For his ransom , Atahualpa, the Inca 
of Peru, in 1532, gave Pizarro a room 
measuring 17x22x9 feet full of gold 
objects. It took an entire month to melt 
these priceless art treasures down to 
uniform ingots which could be equit­
ably divided. 

Yet the following year he was pub­
licly executed by the treacherou s con­
quistadores in the Piazza. Cajamarca. 

Gold is almost indestructible - it can 
be dissolved in aqua regia (nitrohy­
drochloric acid) - and before disinteg­
rating it can be beaten in sheets 11 
300,000 inch thick (brass-headed mauls 
pound bean-size nuggets 30,000 times 
each to obtain one square yard of tis­
sue-thin gold sheets). It comes as dust , 
grains, flakes and nuggets, all resulting 
from unimaginable forces millions of 
years ago which forced it upwards in 
molten streams and often left it hidden 
in granite quartz seams like twisted 
taffy. 

Ancient civilizations prized its beau­
ty and because of its malleability were 
able to fashion dazzling and delicate 
objects for both religious veneration 
and personal adornment. Small figures 
have been found in Stone Age caves, 
fabulous jewellery from Ur in Mesopo­
tamia dating from 3000-2340 BC, and 
Bulgaria has yielded the earliest crafted 
gold jewellery yet known dating from 
3500 BC - proving that both the West 
and the Near East had developed civi­
lizations that could support artisans as 
well as hunters, herders and farmers . 

The fascination of man for this p re­
cious metal turned into both physical 
and metaphysical pursuit when it re­
sorted to alchemy. This was the search 
to find a way to change lead into gold. 

It began around 300 BC among the 
Greeks and Jews of ancient Alexan­
dria, waned into the Roman Era, 
flourished again during the early Mid­
dle Ages under the Arabs and re­
mained a popular concept for instant 
wealth until the 18th century. 

This was not just a delusion of mad­
men and peasants; before the alchem­
ists' furnaces finally grew cold the bril­
liant rulers of Europe- Maria Theresa, 
Catherine the Great, Frederick the 
Great and Louis XV - had visions of 
their national treasuries overflowing 
with a river of gold . (Did it not occur to 
any of them that were this transmuta­
tion indeed possible , gold would no 
longer have any financial value?) 

Gold figures paramount in Greek 
mythology showing the ingenuity of 
both gods and man. Zeus reached 
Danae locke~ in a brass tower by meta­
morphosing himself into a shower of 
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gold rammg down from holes in the 
roof. Jason , with his quest for the Gol­
den Fleece, has shown us how the 
natives of Colchis on the coast of the 
Black Sea recovered gold from their 
rivers by "panning" them with sheeps­
kins to which flecks of gold would cling. 

When admiring the fabulous crea­
tions one sees today in the museums 
(and reproduced now as part of a 500-
million-dollar jewellery industry from 
Greece) one should remember that 
ancient jewellers were thought to have 
magical powers because their creations 
were meant to protect the wearer as 
well as being objects of beauty. 

Greeks today still give gold as the 
highest expression of their love and 
affection. Sales are high for both 
Christmas and wedding engagements. 
Families of both sides troop down to a 
gold jeweller to buy gifts for the 
prospective bride and groom. When 
friends and family gather to celebrate 
the arrival of baby, his pillow is pinned 
with innumerable 'evil eyes' encircled 
in gold (later melted down for more 
useful rings and bracelets). He or she is 
also presented with a Konstantinato, a 
chain and cross with Constantine and 
H elen with an eye to ward off evil. 

Greece has around 5000 gold work­
shops and jewellery stores which yearly 
consume 10 to 15 tons of gold . To 
import it one has to have a licence and 
gold imports from Switzerland are 
strictly controlled by the government 
which charges an 18 percent tax. About 
60 percent of total production is sold 
within Greece to tourists, about 32 
percent is sold to G ree ks and the re­
mainder is exported. 

Most gold jewellery is sold as an 
alloy because of its softness. Measured 
in carats, one carat equals 1/24 part by 
weight of the total mass ; 18 carats is 75 
percent gold. Another way of express­
ing gold content (as in gold coins) is 
fineness, which is in terms of parts per 
thousand: a fineness of 900 is an alloy 
of 10 percent with other metals. 

Gold occurs naturally as an alloy 
with silver and is called electrum. The 
ancients often minted coins from it. 
White gold, a substitute for platinum, is 
an alloy of gold and platinum; green 
gold is usually an alloy of gold and 
silver; red , gold with copper. 

When buying gold jewellery look 
for two stamps: the number of carats 
and the number of the workshop where 
it was made . Jewellers don't make 
housecaUs so if your neighborhood is 
being canvassed by a door-to-door 
salesperson , beware! The jewellery 
offered is most certainly stolen. • 
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REYMONDOS 
International Bookstore 

BOOKS 
MAGAZINES 

NEWSPAPERS 
18 Voukourestiou St., Syntagma, 106 71 Athens 

Tel: 3648188 I 3648189 

classifieds FOR RENT 

C t 1 500 d h I 1801 TO LET: South Peloponnese summer cottages. Fully 
os ' rac mas p us /0 equipped in a big olive grove, ending on a beautiful sandy 

V AT for a minimum 15 words;20 ~;~~~4~~~al for two families of friends. Please phone~ 

drachmas each additional word. 

DOCTORS 

PEDIATRICS/ADOLESCENT MEDICINE GEORGE 
D.MARAGOS, MD MSC, Diplomats American Board of 
Pediatrics, Professor of Pediatrics, Creighton University 
School of Medicine, USA. By appointment: Kalvou 4, 
P.Psychiko, ~ 647·0891. 
HOLISTIC HEALTH THERAPY with Acupuncture, Or 
Bach Flower Remedies. House calls possible. Ms Marian­
ne Barkman, Kalymnou 12, PI. Amerikis. By appointment. 
~ 867-9128. 
MARIA BISBAS M.A. Counselling Psychologist, Tufts 
University, Boston. Specializing with children and young 
adults. M·W·F 6:00-9:00 pm, Artemidos 8, Palaio Faliro, ~ 
938-3224. 
C. ZARIFI, VETERINARIAN D. V.M. State University Brus­
sels, practiced 9 years in Paris. House-calls, surgery 
emergencies. English, French, Italian consultations. ~ 
813-3278. 

LESSONS 

RAJA YOGA MEDITATION: Through the Science of 
Silence we discover the many Arts of Life. Courses 
available in English, Greek, German and Dutch. ~ 867-
1551. 
SELF AWARENESS- GROUP for women. 20 sessions, 
Tuesdays 10-11 :30am, 12 Jan.-8 June. Women's issues, 
social skills, stress management. Smaroula Pandelis, 
M.Sc., Medical Psychologist. ~ 722-5538, 725-0559. 
Deadline for applications 23rd December. 

..-- - - ---------------, 

STEPPING STONES 
BICULTURAL CHILDREN'S 

CENTRE 
(In Pangrati - founded 1976) 

Momings: 
Bilingual kindergarten 

Aftemoons: 
English language enrichment 

through reading, writing 
art and drama. 

Tel: 751-1965 

FOR SALE 

ENGLISHMAN IS SELLING COTTAGE in Anavissos­
Ferisa. Beautiful countryside. Front and back gardens. 
Please ring Mr Cornford ~ 926-7292 (8am-3pm), 952-
0926 (8-1 Opm). 

MISCELLANEOUS 

JILL YAKAS GALLERY. Fine art cards of Greece now 
available for Christmas and al l occasions suitable for both 
personal and company use. New designs by gallery artists. 
Custom picture framing service also available. Please 
telephone ~ 801-2773 for further details. 

ENGLISH COMMUNICATION 
CHANNELS 

lnhouse Training, Multilingual, 
Management Assistance & Continuous 

Support in 

• CV/Resume Writing 
• Business Writing Skills 

(reports, memos) 
• International Business English 
• Correspondence 

& Telephone Management 
• Communication Skills 

Contact: Voice 01-807.1355 
Fax-Data 01 -807.2957 

Gallery and objects of art: jewellery, 
small sculptures, silkscreens and 

lithographs, a selection of books and 
records, and other fine gifts 

Aithri!l Shopping Centre 
Mesogion 419 

Aghia Paraske~i 
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corner 

It is a pleasure just sitting 
down to write about Christ­
mas! So many organizations 
are busily preparing bazaars, 
getting the happy spirit that 
rubs off on the rest of us. Do 
plan to drop by several of 
them not only to do your 
Christmas shopping and help 
with their giving, but to greet 
your friends and enjoy the 
atmosphere. I can already 
imagine the wonderful scent 
of the schlage prevailing at 
the Scandinavian bazaar, the 
excitement as A WOG makes 
its drawing for trips and 
cruises, the search for the in­
imitable British 'crackers', 
and the boistrous crush of 
people at the German 
School. Not to mention the 
Girl Guides, the Animal 
Welfare, the Lions Club, the 
various schools but you get 
the idea ... 

* Voters in the US had a 
very loud voice in their recent 
elections. It is always a sign 
of political health when large 
numbers of voters get in­
terested enough to make the 
effort to vote - as they did 
this time. US absentee voters 
participated from around the 
world and many of them are 
very grateful to DHL over­
night package delivery service 
for carrying their votes to the 
United States on a com­
plimentary basis . What a 
wonderful donation of a uni­
que service! Thanks! 

* The Diplomatic Corps 
and their many friends will 
miss Ambassador Assane 
Samb of the UN High Corn-
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mission for Refugees and his 
wife Rahma who have recent­
ly departed following a two­
year assignment. Leaving in 
the middle of the school term 
is a bit difficult, but the need 
is great in their new posting 
in Guinea. Best of luck! 

* If you are under 18, you 
can enter the 3rd Internation­
al Contest for Sculpture Ideas 
of Children - maybe your 
idea will be included in the 
"Forest of the World Chil­
dren's Sculptures in Japan", 
a project that has so far 
produced 8000 ideas from 
40 countries and winners 

from ages 5-11. For more 
information contact 6815-747 
- · but do so soon~ 

* The Goulandris-Horn 
Foundation presented a par­
ticularly pertinent lecture re­
cent ly when Professor 
Richard Clogg spoke on "The 
Greek Diaspora in Modern 
Times". Greeks around the 
world take a special interest 
in their native land and their 
benefactions to their island , 
city or region often make a 
visible difference. Professor 
Clllgg.'s latest book A Con­
cise History of Greece (Cam­
bridge University Press)is 
found in major bookstores. 

* Alpha-Beta has done it 
again . Everyone came along 
to help Mr Gerasimos Vassi­
lopoulos· celebrate the open­
ing of his new supermarket at 
the 20th km of the Athens­
Lamia National Road. The 
opening was properly festive 
in true Hollywood style. 

* An appropriately festive 
event marked the 70th 
Anniversary of the donation 
of the collection of John and 
Florence Gennadius to the 
American School of Classical 

. Studies at Athens. At the 
invitation of the School and 
the Friends of the Library , 
many Athenians came to 
attend the opening of an ex­
hibition that features the 
donation and enjoy the re­
ception which followed. The 
exhibition is on view unti l 
February 1993. The Library 
is located at Souidias 54 in 
Kolonaki. 

Everybody loves a dog show 
and when it falls on a wonderful 
sunny day, the entire 
neighborhood turns out. 
Sponsored by Friskies and the 
Hellenic Animal Welfare Society at 
the Riding Club in Paradissos, it 
was touted as a 'fun' Dog Show. 
New additions to the usual 
obedience and tricks were the 
Happiest Tail, Musical Chairs 
(imagine with your dog in tow) and 
Best Six Legs (Dog and Owner). My 
dog tells me that it was a great day. 
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T ASIS Hellenic International 
School Ambassadors Greek Dance 
Group entertained at a recent 
Newcomers meeting held at the 
school's Auberge Boarding 
Residence in Varibobi. lt was a 
lovely day with an informal 
barbecue on the terrace following 
the performance. Members of the 
Ambassadors come from nine 
different countries this year and 
are sometimes available to 
perform for Embassy or company 
functions. Newcomers can be 
contacted at 647-5490 and the 
Ambassadors via Mrs Tzaros at 
T AS IS at 808·1426. 

* Now a year old, the 
Greek Cat Welfare Society 
has as its commendable aim 
the spaying and neuturing of 
the stray cat population . 
There is no neighborhood 
without its full complement 
of strays, so it is good to 
know that there are people to 
whom we can appeal when 
the numbers become too 
great. In addition, these dedi­
cated volunteers offer a few 
days of convalescent accom­
modation as needed and try 
to locate homes for some of 
their ' boarders' . If you would 
like to hear more about their 
work, contact Christine at 
646-7866. 

* The good news is that the 
Theotokos Foundation shop 
(inaugurated last year at 
Mythimnis Street 29, Platia 
Amerikis, Patission) will this 
year inaugurate an addition 
which houses a workshop 
where visitors will be able to 
watch the students at work. 
The event will be held at 
11:00 am on 2 December. 
Plan to bring your Christmas 
list to the shop during regular 
shopping hours and purchase 
some of the dolls , handwoven 
table cloths, ceramics and 
wooden items that have been 
handcrafted by special people 

The many friends of Costas Papagiannnacopoulos will immediately 
recognize the famous moustache as a trademark. Now this Athenian 
advertising man has written an entertaining and informative book (in 
Greek) entitled "Confessions of a Greek Advertiser". Currently 
President of BSB Athens, Costas gives a wonderful overview of his 35 
years in advertising, his meetings with the movers and shakers in 
politics and business and some of his thoughts on our changing 
world. Pick it up - it is a good read. 

We have another Spartathlon picture this month because of the young lady on the right of this group 
of US participants. Mary Hanudei-Larsson is an American girl who has participated almost annually in the 
Spartathlon. She met her Swedish husband during a Spartathlon, missed last year's race because she 
was pregnant, and this year finished first among the women only seven months after the birth of their 
baby. Quite a performance. 
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(from 6 to 65 years of age) 
with mental and learning dif­
ficulties. 

* Big bravos go to the 
thousands who participated 
in the Beach Clean Up Project 
this year. The fact that this all 
started with small individual 
groups carrying out little pro­
jects on a stretch of a beach 
and now is a country-wide 
effort supported by all en­
vironmental groups, munici­
palities and even the central 
government is an indication 
of the increasing awareness 
that everyone must be in­
volved. Indeed , we are the 
them responsible for our 
world. Parenthetically, are 
you remembering to reuse all 
plastic bags and take your 
newspapers along to your loc­
al Orthodox Church? Little 
things mean a lot. .. 

* Along this same line, 
many municipalities are tak­
ing small but imaginative 
steps to alleviate their traffic 
problems and be environ­
mentally responsible. Pedes­
trian walks for shopping are 
multiplying and municipal 
garages or parking areas are 
beginning to appear. Halan­
dri has initiated an internal 
bus system to help its citizens 
reach shopping areas, post 
office and street markets. 
Neo Psychiko has an adv­
anced system for sorting bot­
tles and tins. Now if only 
Athens could solve some of 
its problems .. . 

* From all of us at The 
Athenian, we hope that your 
Christmas Season will be fil­
led wilth joy. Whether you 
are here in Greece or off 
around the world, carry the 
peace of the season with you . 
You will find Christmas 
musical events and the ser­
vices of the church of your 
choice in the back of the 
publication. 

Merry Christmas! 

Merry Christmas! 

Merry Christmas! 
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CLOTHES DON'T 
MAKE THE MAN 

T he male nude dominates most of 
Chronis Botsoglou's work as it does 

in this current exhibition at Zouboulaki 
Gallery. Botsoglou certainly disproves 
the saying that clothes make the man. 
Stripping the outer embelishments, he 
cloaks the naked figures with physical 
and pictorial qualities that make their 
own telling statement of the inner man. 

The figures are almost always posed 
singly within an interior space defined 
only through col or. The space is as bare 
as the figures emerging through a 'wall' 
of solid color. Attitudes and sensitivi­
ties are evoked through compelling 
postures, textured flesh alive with 
transparent layers of color, a subtle 
sensuality, and an impressive aura of 
stillness. It is interesting that the figures 
share a likeness of feature and body, 
for these are truly "paintings of the 
body". 

The Fall, a most imaginative 
perception of the decline of man, de­
picts the naked torso standing alone, 
enveloped by a sea of blue color: while, 
on the floor, its image is echoed in a 
plaster relief denoting, perhaps, the 
collapse of the human psyche. At times 
a hazy mist of color obscures the figures 
and generates a sense of despair. In the 
Triptych of the Yellow Circle, two fi­
gures are kneeling and one is standing, 
each trapped within the confines of a 
yellow circle and enveloped by an air 
of stillness and hopelessness . 

Another range of work in this ex­
hibition is a series of 24 oils reflecting 
Botsoglou's interest in characteriza­
tion. These male protraits defining un­
usual professions are extraordinary, for 
Botsoglou seems to penetrate into the 
depth of their soul. The vocations de­
picted are numerous - perfume-maker, 
baker, judge, wine-maker, mercenary, 
priest , etc. - and each portrait is 
accompanied by a haiku poem of 17 
syllables, a popular Japanese verse 
form . The portraits are enclosed within 
a painted border with the title at the 
bottom. The Lover is one of the most 
striking ones, his bold flirtatious air not 
belying his conquests. The Photo­
grapher is rendered in black grafitti and 
plaster relief, alluding perhaps to the 
negative, while The Priest is bathed in a 
golden glow of paint. 

A graduate of the School of Fine 
Arts in Athens, Botsoglou has been 
teaching there since 1989. He also stu-
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ART • BY MARY MACHAS 

Chronis Botsoglou, oil, "Male Nude on Black Background" 

died at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in 
Paris and has had numerous solo and 
group exhibitions both here and 
abroad. 

Zouboulaki Gallery 
Kolonaki Square 
3-31 December 

BEAUTY OUT OF 
CHAOS 

I n his current exhibition Stefanos 
Daskalakis reorganizes nature into 

an enormous still life giving a new 

meaning to this term. While still retain­
ing all its ele ments - a radiant stillness 
enveloping a variety of objects - he 
transforms these into compelling imag­
ery , a 'still-life landscape' in which the 
urge arises to walk through, to bend 
down, to see and touch. 

With dead leaves and branches 
strewn on the ground, husks of dry 
corn , half-eaten fruit whose skin seems 
to crackle from dryness , old kett les and 
cups , bunches of purple and yellow 
grapes , rusted pans, Daskalakis draws 
attention to the wear and tear which 
nature inflicts upon itself. Beautifully 
staged , the still-lifes portray the dis­
orderly state of nature. 
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Stefanos Daskalakis, still life, oil 

Texture, color- this is what it is all 
about - as well as light and shadow- a 
seductive chiaroscuro caressingly mark­
ing the sensuousness of rounded ob­
jects, animating the rich color tonalities 
of exquisite shapes, surfacing the ori­
ginal beauty of worn articles and tex­
ture. The dryness of packed earth and 
dead leaves , the sense of loose soil , the 
rust of old pans are richly conveyed. 

Daskalakis showers his objects with 
radiant light, shedding elongated sha­
dows on the ground, letting it recede 
into a misty semi-darkness within which 
the objects are dimly outlined. This 
play of light and shadow renders a 
magical and mystifying quality to his 
work. A sense of solitude and abandon­
ment permeates the paintings since the 
absence of a human presence is felt 
only by what has been discarded and 
left behind. 

If Daskalakis' aim is to show the 
decay of nature, he succeeds at the 
same time in creating unbelievable 
beauty out of this chaos of detail. 

Daskalakis studied painting at the 
Athens School of Fine ATts and in 
Paris. He has had both one-man and 
group shows and his work is part of the 
collections of the Pierides Museum , the 
Vorres Museum and other private col­
lections. 

Athens Gallery 
G/ykonos 4, Kolonaki 

1-31 December 
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TO DELIGHT IN 
CHILDISH THINGS 

M aria Vassilaki, whose previous 
work has been composed of wall 

constructions , abstract linear composi­
tions and geometric forms, has added a 
more figurative imagery to a new series 
on view this month at Zalokosta Gal­
lery. House, Tree and Dog are the 
symbols of the simple narrative Vassila­
ki weaves, an everyday myth, as playful 
as it is conceptual. 

Inspired by prehistoric cave paint­
ings of hunting scenes where the chase 
depicted may mean either achievement 
or aspiration , Vassilaki creates a myth 
which includes the House as the "ark of 
dreams hiding within its corners magic­
al signs", alluding to a human presence 
and its goals; the Tree, as the constant 
complement of a house; and the Dog, 
as friend and protector. The imagery 
evokes all the elements of a child's 
drawing and is strikingly depicted in 
metal, clay, wire and wood. 

The houses in these wall-construc­
tions are small and awkwardly shaped 
as if made by a child's hand, and like a 
neighborhood the exteriors are all 
different. Some are adorned with small 

· pieces of metal which from a distance 
· reflect the look of a mosaic pattern. 
Others have metal zigzag strips show­
ing through window-like openings. 

The interiors are the key-note of the 
myth , depicting the automobile as the 
goal of the hunt. In The Chase there 
are rows of moving cars painted on the 
clay surface , tiny imprints which allude 
directly to the cave paintings. In The 
Entrapment, two cars are caught in a 

Maria Vassilaki 
"The House 
of Open 
Windows", 
clay, 
metal 
and wood. 

web of thin metal strips woven horizon­
tally across the construction. In Con­
quest, three cars, modelled in clay re­
lief, are shown travelling on rows of 
thin wire. The dream has been 
achieved! 

"Home Sweet 
Home", 
metal, 
Maria 
Vassilaki 
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Yiannis Dimitrakis, "Minos' Stone Bed" 

The tree is beautifully shaped out of 
strips and triangular bits of metal which 
under strong spotlights throw titillat­
ing shadows on the wall augmenting 
its mass and volume. The dog, also 
shaped in the same material and bent to 
give volume ·to its contours, is almost 
life-size, thereby stressing its role as 
man's best friend. The tale, as Vassilaki 
states, is finished and put away along 
with our childish drawings and primer 
school books ... 

Vassilaki studied painting and· 
stage-design at the Athens School of 
Fine Arts. She has had several one­
person exhibitions, both here and in 
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Tel A viv where she lived for several 
years. 

Zalokosta Gallery 
Zalokosta 7, Kolonaki 

14 December-8 January 

WALKING 
THROUGH 
A LABYRINTH 

The myth of Minos and the Minotaur 
unfolds in an extraordinary pre­

sentation by Yiannis Dimitrakis at 

Medusa+l, annex of The Medusa Gal­
lery. The rooms of the gallery, occupy­
ing an old town house, are transformed 

· into. a labyrinthine environ~ent where 
the . myth is evoked with frescoes and 
sculptures . · 

The exhibition's theme is Minas ' 
Mitos which refers to the ball of thread 
(mitos) Ariadne gave Theseus to help 
him find his way out of the labyrinth. 
Lead.ing the viewer from room to 
room, . Dimitrakis unveils his own 
perception of the myth, on the walls 
with a series of mesmerizing frescOes , 
and on the ground with unusual floor 
sculptures. 

Much of Dimitrakis' previous work 
has been with pen and ink , the motion 
of quick thin lines weaving themselves 
into a striking imagery. In these fres­
coes, bimitrakis continues his 'game of 
lines' with a knife on a cement-like 
surface creating images that emerge out 
of a frenzy of whirling lines and mo­
tion. 

The tribute of the seven youths and 
seven maidens which the Athenians 
paid to the Minotaur is the subject of 
the exhibit's largest fresco. Quick flow­
ing lines dominate the figures , sweep­
ing them across the wall with force and 
energy. The carved lines from a dis­
tance appear as thin and delicate as pen 
on paper; the deeper the carving, the 
lighter the illusion. Russet or ochre 
color is brushed into the deeper cre­
vices creating a play of light and sha­
dow, and an enigmatic script adds a 
decorative as well as symbolic quality 
to the composition. In The Welcome, a 
circular motion of strokes brings 
together two sensual figures embracing 
each other. · 

A very dramatic atmosphere en­
velops the viewer entering the room 
where Minas' Stone Bed, an elaborate 
floor sculpture , is set. The walls are 
painted black and a brilliant spotlight 
focuses o,n the bed where Minos' many 
infidelities took place. 

Continuing the myth, Dimitrakis 
extends a red banner from the gallery's 
roof-top to the apartment across the 
way. He is making sure that this time 
Aegeus will not kill himself as he did 
back then when Theseus , returning to 
Athens , forgot to change the color of 
his sails, and the King threw himself 
from the Acropolis in dispair. 

Dimitrakis studied painting and en­
graving at the School of Fine Arts in 
Athens. He has had several one-man 
shows and participated in the 1988 
Biennale of Young Artists in Bologna. 

Medusa+1 
Xenokratous 21 and Ploutarhou 

Kolonaki 
1-30 December 
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THE GREEK ECONOMY 
IN FIGURES: 
This is a guide to the state of the 
Greek economy recently published 
by Electra Press in cooperation with 
Epilogi finance magazine. lt is a 
two-language book (Greek and 
English), which includes a detailed 
account of all sectors of the Greek 
economy. Detailed statistics and 
graphs offer a thorough idea of 
how the Greek economy has 
developed. Comparisons with 
previous years and decades are 
offered. Comparative data with 
other states of the European 
Community, of the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD), and 
neighboring countries are also 
given. The guide includes the 
following sections: Greece-EC, 
Demographic Data, National 
Accounts, Productive Capacity, 
Production, Currency-Credit­
Public, Prices and Balance of 
Payments-Foreign Trade. Having 
been published for 12 years in a 
row, THE GREEK ECONOMY IN 
FIGURES has proved to be an 
indispensable tool not only to 
businessmen, but also to all people 
interested in having a thorough 
picture ofthis country's finances. 
(Epilogi, Stadiou 4, tel: 3233203) 
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A unique party was recently held in Athens to celebrate KOSTA BODA's 250th 
anniversary. The party was organized by Agelco SA, the exclusive representative of 
Kosta Boda in Greece. It was held at Studio Kosta Boda on Stadiou Avenue. The 
event included an exhibition of art glass creations specially_ shipped to Athens from 
the Kosta Museum in Sweden. Kosta Boda is the largest glass makers in the world 
and a major part of the Swedish industrial sector. The company is made up_ of 
three separate glass factories - Kosta, Boda and Afors. Kosta was foundeil in 
1742, Boda in 1864 and Afors three years later. They merged into a single fi.rm in 
1940. Distinguished company guests attended the party hosted by the Presldent of 
Agelco, Mr T. Angelidis: HE the Swedish Ambassador in Athens, Mr Karl-Anders 
Wollter and the President of the Kosta Boda group, G. Bernhoff, and others. 

Jtombouts 

Eminent guests and coffee lovers had 
the opportunity to indulge in 
Rombouts coffee at its first 
presentation in Greece. The party 
was held at the Crystal Lounge of 
Ledra Marriott. Host was president of 
the Rombouts Group, Emmanuel 
Rombouts, who flew to Athens to 
present his coffee. Rombouts is both 
a leading and an old European coffee 
firm based in Belgium. In Greece, 
Rombouts products are exclusively 
imported by Panero Hellas LLC 
(Syngrou & Pyrras 4, tel: 9324159). 

EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY 
recently held its 1992 graduation 
ceremony at the Athenaeum In­
ter-Continental Hotel. BBA and 
MBA graduates, their parents and 
professors gathered together to spend 
a cheerful and exciting evening. 
They celebrated the completion of 
their degrees in Business Adminis­
tration, which involved hard work 
and outstanding performance. Parti­
cularly happy to join this event were 
Professor Dirk Craen, Dean of the 
European University, and Ms Buob, 
Assistant to the Dean. 
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THE ATHENIAN 
G u 0 E 

MEGARON 
Ye t a no ther brilli antl y 
selected repertoire of disting­
uished and inspiring musical 
performances is presented at 
the Athens Concert Hall this 
festive month. 
Early in December , the Vien­
na Symphony Orchestra will 
perform works by Mozart, 
Bruckner (2 December) , 
Strauss and Brahms (3 De­
cember) under conductor 
Georges Pretre. Founded in 
1900, the orchestra has fo­
cused on presenting contem­
porary composers. Pretre has 
led many important orches­
tras and operas around the 
world , and was among Maria 
Callas' favorite conductors. 
Th e Vi enna Orc hes tra's 
appearance is part of the 
Great Orchestras Cycle. This 
is among a total of seven 
separate programs chosen by 
the Friends of Music, the 
administrative board of the 
Athens Concert Hall , for the 
1992-93 program. 
Grace Bumbry: High on the 
list of contemporary perfor­
mers, her vocal potential and 
acting talent have made her 
an outstanding actress-sopra­
no. She has been awarded 
many prizes, including the 
Puccini and Verdi prizes. At 
the Athens Concert Hall on 3 
December the performances 
of Grace Bumbry - who has 
been referred to as "Bairoid's 
Black Afrodite" (she was the 
first coloured artist in Wag­
ner , Rossini , Verdi , Pon­
chi elli , Mascagni , Bize t , 
Cilea and Massenet) - will be 
presented and analyzed at a 
talk. The concert, held on 5 
December, will be accompa­
nied by the Athens State 
Orchestra and conducted by 
Paul Wynne Griffiths. 
Another important recital 
taking place on 6 December, 
is that of soprano Jeannette 
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WHERETOGO 
WHATTODO 

Mezzo-Soprano Grace Bumbry 

Pilou singing Songs of the 
Earth and the Sea. 
"Myths and Legends from 
Europe" is the ti tie of the 
fi rst of a two-evening per­
formances by the Prague 
Symphony Orchestra. Music 
by Mende lssohn, Mahler, 
Sibel ius and Tschaikovsky 
conveys a few of the most 
famous sagas and legends 
from Europe, which have 
come through time to be 
closely connected with their 
music (26 December). On its 
second appearance (27 De­
cember) the Prague performs 
three works by Rachmaninov 
to commemorate the 50th 
anniversa;·y of his death . 
Christmas Eve at the Athens 
Concert Hall? Why not? Join 
in the Christmas spirit by 
listening to the church music 
of the Zagorsl< Ecclesiastical 
Choire which emerges out 
from the Russian Orthodox 
tradition. On 25 December it 
perfo rm s a se lec ti on of 
Christmas hymns. 

OPERA 
OPERA: The Lyril<i Sl<ini 's 
1992-93 season opens at the 
refurbished Olympia Theatre 
on 18 December honoring 
· Rossini 's bicentenary with his 
infreq uently heard "Le Siege 
de Corinthe". The story of a 
high-spirited Greek girl who 
turns down the hand of the 
Sultan of Turkey because he 
has ill-treated her peoples 
caused riots in Paris at its 
premiere in 1826 during the 
Greek War of Independence. 
The following evening there 
wil l be a revival of Johann 
Strauss' "Die Fledermans" 
and Men delssohn's ballet 
'' M i d s u m m e r N i g h t ' s 
Dream" will be presented 
with choreography by Germi­
nal Casado on 23 December. 

The Prague ~.ymphony Orchestra 
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EXHIBITIONS 
A wide collection of waterco­
lors and engravings by Ger­
man artist Thomas Schutte 
are on display at the Jean 
Bernier art gallery. Schutte 
belongs to the group of young 
German artists of Cologne 
and Di.isse ldorf, whose work 
addresses the nee-express­
ionistic trends in painting 
over recent years. Schutte's 
work is deeply rooted in 
minimal art and touches upon 
the features of the so-called 
''Art of fdeas" . Schutte was 
born in Oldenburg and has 
studied art along Gerhard 
Richter. The exhibition con­
tinues until the end of the 
month. 
Inspired by the magic of the 
Christmas tree, painter Kaiti 
Maroniti created a wide col­
lection of handicrafts. Having 
worked as a painter fo r over 
20 years her creations appear 
like paintings. It is only from 
close up that the viewer real­
izes she has used the tradi­
tional tools of "needle and 
thread" in her more recent 

C. F. Hansen was the teacher RETROSPECT 
of the two archi tect brothers Loyal friends of the Athens 
Christian and Theofil os Han- Concert Hall found it hard to 
sen, who we re active as 
architects in Athens in 1830-
50. The lecture, organized by 
the Polytechnic and the Dan­
ish Institute at Athens, will 
take place in the Assembly 
Hall of the Athens 
Polytechnic on 4 December, 
7pm. 
The Mysteries of Minoan 
Civilization is the theme of a 
lecture and exhibition jointly 
held at Aeroterra Culture 
Centre. The lecture is given 
by Emilios Bouratinos on 1 
December to mark the open­
ing of the exhibition of works 
by painter Alcestis. Alcestis 
has dedicated the paintings to 
the Mysteries of ancient 
Crete , Eleusis and Delphi . 
Her work makes use of 
metaphysical symbolism and 
principles of semiotics . The 
exhibition will continue until 
7 December. 

MUSIC 

trust their ears: the Chilingi­
rian Quartet defied expecta­
tions on 17 and 19 Novem­
ber. Both concerts were per­
fect. The four musicians, 
Levon Chilingirian (violin) , 
Charles Sewart (violin), Tim 
Bolton (viola) and Philip de 
Groote (cello) formed a per­
fect team. Each one demons­
trated his individual ability to 
master demanding techni­
ques. Together they com­
bined their performance 
under the premise of excel­
lent execution. The quartet 
performed Beethoven, Brit­
ten and Dvorak. At the end 
of the first concert they re­
sponded to the warm and 
long applause of the Athe­
nian audience by encoring 
two of the "Greek Dances" 
by Nikos Skalkottas. 

The Chilingirian Quartet 

CHRISTMAS 
On December 13 the Athens 
Singers will be holding a 
Christmas Carol party at the 2 
Athenaeum Intercontinental 
Hotel. The Singers, who will 
be celebrat ing their 25th 
an niversary this month, are 
something of an Athenian 
tradi tion during the Christ-­
mas season. Directed by 
Carole Johns, they will be 
presenting a selection of old 
favorites and less known 
tunes from many countries, 
wi th audience partici pation 
encouraged on some of the 
best loved . Th is year the 
ca rol singing will be followed 
by mulled wine and festive 
sweets, so make sure you re-
serve your tickets at the fol-
lowing phone numbers: 801-
2773 and 894-2007. Tickets 
should be paid for and picked 
up before the 13th. The per-
formance wi ll start at 8 pm. 

work, which is on display at The American College of 
Tholos art centre. The ex- Greece presents a concert 
hibition opens on 2 Decem- fea turing the well-known 
ber and runs un til the 18th. pianist Danae Kara and the 
The City through Images: Ev- Mantzaros Ensemble. Both 
eryday life in Athens since soloist and the ensemble have 
antiquity is the title of a been highly praised by critics 
group exhibition taking place and audiences for their 
at the Youros-Eftaxias musical interpretations . 
Museum (or Museum of the Furthermore, the Ensemble 
City of Athens). The exhibits is renowned for its contribu­
range from pictures featuring tions to Greek music. The 
ancient amphoras up to concert includes works by 
paintings of distinguished Scarlatti , Mozart , Poulenc 
contemporary Greek pain- and Skalkottas. It takes place 
ters. Works by Karavouzis, on 7 December at the Pierce 
Gaitis, Milanos and Nikiteas College Auditorium. 

The Mysteries of Minoan Civilization, an exhibition by 
Alcestis and a lecture at Aeroterra 

reveal various aspects of life 
in the Greek capital. The ex­
hibition was organized by the 
Swiss School of Archaeology 
and the School of Literature 
of the Athens University . 
The exhibition runs until 15 
January. 

LECTURES 
Christian Frederil< Hansen, 
leading architect of neo-clas­
sical architecture in De­
nmark . is the subject of a 
lecture with slides presented 
by Professor Hakon Luncl , 
Director of the Library of the 
Royal Danish Academy of 
Fine Arts in Copenhagen. 
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AUCTION 
The Aenaon International 
Centre of Arts is organizing 
an auction on 21 December 
at 7pm at the War Museum 
(Vas. Sofi as Avenue). The 
purpose of the auction is to 
raise funds for the restoration 
of the neoclassical building 
which houses the art centre 
on Stournara Street. The 
works to be auctioned are by 
distinguished artists (Statho­
poulos , Metzikof, Opy 
Zouni, Pa'nanakis, Dikepha­
los). They are on display until 
20 December. 
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• 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 • • • 
NAME DAYS IN DECEMBER 

In traditional Greek circles, one's name day (the feast day 
of the saint whose name one bears) is more significant 
than one's birthday. An open house policy is adopted and 
refreshments are served to well-wishers who stop with gifts 
and the traditional greeting of chronia polla (many happy 
returns). 

December 4 
December 5 
December 6 
December 9 
December 10 
December 12 
December 13 
December 15 
December 17 
December 18 
December 22 
December 24 
December 25 

December 26 
December 27 
January 1 

Barbara 
Sa was 
Nikos, Nicoletta 
Ann a 
Minas 
Spyridon, Spyros 
Efstratios, Stratos, Efstratia 
Eleftherios, Eleftheria 
Daniel 
Sebastian 
An astasia 
Evyenios, Eugene, Evyenia 
Christos, Christian, Christine, Chri­
santhi, Chrissoula 

Emmanuel, Manolis, Emmanuella 
Stephanos, Stephen, Stephanie 

Vassilis, Basil, Vassiliki, Vasso 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

December 20 Chanukah 
December 21 Solstice 
December 25 Christmas Day 
December 26 Convalescence of the Virgin 

Boxing Day (England, Canada) 
December 31 New Year's Eve 
January 1 New Year's Day 

GALLERIES 

AENAON, 18 Andersen, N. Psychiko, tel 671-1264. Paint­
ings by Chen Xiangzun. Until 5 December. Group exhibi-
tion sculpture. From 7 to 23 December. · 
ANEMOS, 36 Kyriazi, Kifissia, tel 808-2027. Sculpture by 
Yiorgos Georgiadis. Until 5 December. 
ARGO, 8 Merlin, tel 362-2662. Group exhibition entitled 
Woman and Greek Painters. Until 12 December. 
ASTRA, 8 Karyatidon, tel 922-0236. Paintings by George 
Vergitsalkis. Until 5 December. 
CHRISSOTHEMIS, 20 25th Martiou, Halandri, tel 681 -
1418. Paintings by Kostas Perakis. Until 5 December. 
DADA, 6 Niriidon and Pratinou, tel 722-2929. Paintings by 
Kaiti Messinezi. Until 14 December. Paintings by Frantzes- · 
ea Grandl. From 16 December to 8 January. 
EKFRASSI, 1 Metaxa and 11 Foivis, Glyfada, tel 894-
0391 . Paintings by Kostas Vrouvas. Until 16 December. 
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ELENI KORONAIOU GALLERY, 5-7 Mitsaion, tel 325-
4335. An exhibition of Sven-Ake Johansson. Until 20 
December. 
EPOCHES, 263 Kifissias Avenue; ·Kifissia, tel 808-3645. 
Group exhibition. Until 31 December. 
EVMAROS, 26 Fokilidos, tel771-7388. Computercreatins 
and design by Eriphili Caninia. From 7 to 22 December. 
ILEANA TOUNTA, 48 Armatolon kai Klefton, te1643-9466. 
Works by Stylianos Antonakos. Until 31 December. Works 
by Manthos Santorinaios. Until 31 December. 
JEAN BERNIER, 51 Marasli, tel 723-5657. Works by 
German artist Thomas SchOtte. Until 15 January. 
MARIA PAPADOPOULOU, 33 Xenokratous, tel 725-
0533. Christmas selection, a group exhibition of disting­
uished Greek painters. From 3 to 23 December. 
MEDOUSSA, 7 Xenokratous, tel 724-4552. Creations by 
Harris Gavriilos. Until 30 December. Works by Yiannis 
Dimitrakis. Until 30 December. 
NATIONAL GALLERY, Corfu Branch, Kastello area, Kato 

Korakiana. Paintings by Parthenis, Moralis and Ghikas. 
Until 10 December. 
NEES MORPHES, 9 Valaoritou, tel 361-6165. Creations 
by Anghelos Papadimitriou. Until 5 December. Group 
exhibition entitled The Sea and Paintings. From 8 Decem­
ber to 9 January. 
PIERIDIS GALLERY, 29 Vas. Georgiou, Glyfada, tel 893-
0166. Sculpture by Anghelos Makridis. Until 3 January. 
THOLOS, 20 Philhellinon, tel 323-7950. Handcrafts by 
Kaiti Maroniti. From 2 to 18 December. 
YPOGRAPHI, 292-294 Kifissias Avenue, N. Psychiko, tel 
685-6977. Paintings by Bethros Aslanian. Until 5 De­
cember. 

EXHIBITIONS 

GOETHE INSTITUTE, 14-1 6 Omirou, tel 360-81 11. Works 
by Gerda Kasakos. From 8 to 22 December. 
AEROTERRA, N. Ouranou 2, Lycabettus , tel 364-6360. 
The Mysteries of the Minoan Civilization by the painter 
Alcestis. From 1 to 7 December. Opening: 1 December, 9 
pm. 
ATHENS CONCERT HALL, Vas. Sofias and Kokkali, tel 
729-0637, 729-0180. Legendary Images: an exhibition 
with pictures, costumes, documents, items related to the 
great composer Wagner. Until 20 December. 
ATHENS MUNICIPAL GALLERY, 51 Pireos Avenue. 
Artists of Asia Minor and Constantinople. Until 31 De­
cember. 
CULTURAL CENTRE OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF 
ATHENS, 50 Akadimias, tel 362-1601, 364-4448. Series of 
events on the occasion of 70 years after the exodus of 
Greeks from Asia Minor: 
Until 10 January: Treasures from the Greek Communities 
of Asia Minor and Eastern Thrace. 
MUSEUM OF GREEK FOLK ART, 17 Kydathineon, tel 
321-3018. Silks from Proussa, collection of Soula Bozi. 
Until December. 
PANORAMA, 4 Al. Soutsou, tel 362-3098. Paintings by 
Eleni Papadoyianni-Psarrou. From 5 to 21 November. 
Hand-made carpets, "kilims". From 26 November to 5 
December. 
EXHIBITION CENTRE, Tatoiou and Othonos Streets, 
Kifissia. Exhibition Dinosaurs. Until Spring. For informa­
tion, tel 651-9747, 364-4611 (see Focus). 
SOCRATES PRISON TAVERN AND COCKTAIL BAR, 
20 Mitseon, Makriyanni, tel 922-3434. Exhibition of paint­
ings by Mike Cornford. Until Christmas. 7 pm. Not on 
Sundays. 

GOETHE INSTITUTE, 14-16 Omirou, tel 360-8111. Works 
by Gerda Kasakos. From 8 to 22 December. 
AEROTERRA, N. Ouranou 2, Lycabettus), tel 364-6360. 
The Mysteries of the Minoan Civilization by the painter 
Alcestis. From 1 to 7 December. Opening: 1 December, 9 
pm. 

CULTURAL EVENTS 

ATHENS COLLEGE THEATRE, Psychiko, tel 671 -7523. 
5 December: Piano recital with Agathe Leimoni in works 
by Mozart, Beethoven and Liszt. 8:30 pm. 
7 December: Celebration of the 1oth anniversary of the 
Athens College Theatre, w ith Dimitris Sgouros in works by 
Schumann. 9 pm. Entrance: 5000 drs. 
19, 20 December: Dimitri: the clown who will entertain kids 
and grown-ups with pantomime, acrobatics, juggling, 
music and poetry. 7 pm. Entrance 2500-1500 drs. 
ENOPE ARTS AND CULTURE CENTRE, 4 Valtetsiou 
and Asklipiou, tel 364-5527. 
The Monday lectures (9 pm): 

7 December: Man Without Attributes by Toula Sieti (in 
Greek). 
14 December: Exchange Rate Instability and Macro­
Economic Policy by Christos Papazoglou (in English). 
21 December: Comedia dei 'Arte by Athina Kefala (in 
Greek). 
HELLENIC AMERICAN UNION, 22 Massalias, tel 362-
9886. 
1 December: Latin Music, Akpurimac Group, at 8 pm. 
2 December: Cancer at the End of the 20th Century: 
There Is Hope, lecture by Or Vassilis Rigas, Professor at 
Cornwall University. At 8 pm. 
4 December: Documentary on Elvis Presley. At 8 pm. 
7 December: Summer in Florida, film with Elvis Presley. At 
8 pm. 
8 December: Chamber music (Brahms, Bartok, Joplin 
etc). At 8 pm. 
9 December: Children Bazaar organized by Lions Club, 
Psychiko. From 10 am until 9:30 pm. 
9 December: Man and Environment, lecture by Konstanti­
nos Alexandrou. At 8 pm. 
16 December: Research After the Changes in Eastern 
Europe, lecture by Trade Ministry Official George Peneli. 
At 8:30pm. 
17 December: Byzantine Chorus Music. At 8 pm. 
18 December: Greek Composers Forum. At 8 pm. 
20 December: Christmas party for children. At 11 am. 
21 December: Nature, Harmony, Civilization: An Ancient 
Relation, lecture by Dionyssis Kladas. At 7 pm. 
22 December: Christmas Carols by soprano Roza Kokka­
lis. At 8 pm. 
Note: All events are free of charge unless otherwise 
stated. 

MUSIC 

ATHENAEUM, 8 Amerikis str, tel 363-3701/2. 
13 December: Violin, Cello, Piano by Dora Bakopoulou, 
Yiorgos Demertzis, Dimitris Patras. At 11 :30am. Entrance: 
2500 drs, students: 1000 drs. 
THE ATHENS CONCERT HALL, Vass. Sofias & Kokali 
str, tel: 723-1564, 729-0391, 728-2000. 
2 December: Wiener Symphoniker, conducted by Georges 
Pretre. Prague Symphony by Mozart, Symphony no 1 by 
Bruckner. 
3 December: Wiener Symphoniker, conducted by Georges 
Pretre. Der Rosenkavalier Suite by Strauss, Symphony no 
1 by Brahms. 
5 December: Athens State Orchestra, conducted by Paul 
Wynne Griffiths. Grace Bumbry, soprano. 
6 December: Dimitri Mitropoulos Hall recitals. 'Jeanette 
Pilou, Soprano. 
9, 10 December: La Camerata. Works by Mendelssohn, 
Mikroutsikos, Grieg, Britten. Cunducted by Alexandros 
Myrat. Alexandra Papadjiakou, soprano. tan Partridge, 
tenor. 
11, 23 December: Athens State Orchestra, excerpts from 
operas and choral works; Scandinavian music; the Con­
certos of Chopin, 20th century music. 
17, 18 December: La Camerata. Christmas program. 
Carnival of the Animals by Saint-Saens, Peter and the Wolf 
by Prokofiev. Conducted by Alexandros Myrat. Uti and 
Lefki Lindahl, pianos. 
18 December: Lieder by Schubert, Brahms, Strauss. 
Christa Ludwig, mezzo. Charles Spencer, piano. 
20, 22 December: La Camerata. Carnival of the Animals 
Saint-Saens, Peter and the Wolf by Prokofiev. Lakis 
Lazopoulos, speaker. 
Educational events 
3 December: Grace Bumbry talks about her life and work, 
with Helena Matheopoulos. 
19 December: Christa Ludwig Masterclass. 
Film 
19 December: The General by Busier Keaton. 
Independent events 
25 December: Church music from the Russian Orthodox 
tradition by Zagorsk Church Choir. 

CINEMA 

HELMUT KAUTNER RETROSPECTIVE, at the Goethe 
Institute, 14-16 Omirou, tel 360-8111 . 
1 December: Liberty Avenue No 7 (1940). 
3 December: Under Bridges (1945). 
8 _December: Those Days (1947). 

CARL TH. DREYER RETROSPECTIVE, at the Greek Film 
Club (Tainiothiki Ellados), 1 Kanari, tel 360-8315. Until 11 
December. 
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CONCERTS 

ATHENAEUM, 8 Amerikis str, tel363-3701/2. Violin, Cello. 
Piano by Dora Bakopoulou, Yiorgos Demertzis, Dimitris 
Patras. On 13 December, 11 :30am. Entrance: 2500 drs, 
students: 1000 drs. 
LIEDER EVENING, with Gloria Gili (piano) and Renate 
Kreiselmeyer (soprano), in Lieder by Schumann, Brahms 
and Ravel. On 9 December, 8:30 pm at the Goethe 
Institute, 14-16 Omirou, tel 360-8111 . 
MILLENNIUM, music at the turn of the millennium with 
Greek contemporary music group in music by Lapidakis, 
Chatzis, Panagopoulos, Trogian, and others. On 16 De­
cember, 8:30pm at the Goethe Institute, 14-16 Omirou, tel 
360-8111 . 
CHAMBER MUSIC, Sonatas for violin, viola and piano by 
Brahms with members of the Camerata Orchestra, Lumint­
sa Macavei (violin). Alistair Smail (viola), Vicky Stylianou 

(p•ano). On 18 December, 8:30pm at the Goethe Institute, 
14-16 Omirou, tel 360-8111 . 
CONCERT by Danae Kara (piano) and the Mantzaros 
ensemble, on 7 December, 8:30pm. At the Pierce College 
Auditorium, 6 Gravias, Aghia Paraskevi. 
THE ATHENS SINGERS, Christmas Carols at the Athe­
naeum Inter-Continental Hotel, on 13 December, at 8 pm 
(see Focus). 
EMF, on 4 and 5 December at Radon Club, Marni 24 (into: 
524-7427). On 6 December in Thessaloniki (into: 861-
8078). 
FLAMENCO MUSIC, by Yiorgos Papadopoulos, on 4, 11 , 
18 December at Evmaros (into: 777-6485). 
TRYPES, on 11 and 12 December at Radon Club, Marni 
24 (into: 524-7427). 
THE THREE-PENNY OPERA, by Brecht. Music by Kurt 
Weill. On 3, 4 and 5 December, 8 pm at Campion School, 
Ekali Campus, tel 813-2013 

... , ..... ,., 
Christmas Tree Gifts, handicraft by painter Kaiti Maroniti 

Buster Keaton in "The Colonel" (See This Month, Cinema) 
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Daydreaming in Athens, a 
painting by Nikiteas 

LECTURES 

ATHENS POLYTECHNIC SCHOOL, Assembly Hall, 
Patission 42: Christian Frederik Hansen, The Leading 
Classicist Architect in Denmark, by Dr Hakon Lund, Direc­
tor of the Library of the Royal Academy of Arts in 
Copenhagen. On 4 December, at 7 pm. 

SEMINARS 

CYPRIOT ARCHAEOLOGY, 12-13 December, 6-9 pm, at 
the House of Cyprus, 10 lrakleitou, tel 364-1217,8. 
DO IT YOURSELF, Graphic Arts seminar, At the Hellenic 
American Union, into. tel 362-9886 ext 56. 
PRESCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY, seminar for mothers. 
From 8 January to 26 March 1993, at the Hellenic Amer­
ican Union, 22 Massalias, tel 362-9886. Registration until 
22 December. 
FAMILY ISSUES, LOVE/AVOIDANCE ADDICTION, 5/6 
December by Or Sandra Buchanan, Pooh Corner Nursery, 
Paraskevopoulou and Kapodistriou, Nea Erythraia, tel 
801-1827. 
MEMORY TRAINING by psychologist Magdalini Agrafioti. 
7-21 December, at the Hellenic American Union, 22 Mas­
satias, let 362-9886 etx. 56. 
SHIATSOU seminars, Wednesdays, 10am. Self-aware­
ness seminars, Wednesdays, 5:30pm. ttianthos Yoga Cen­
tre, Marathonodromon 29, Psychiko, tel 671-1627. 

CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS 

AMERICAN WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION OF GREECE 
(AWOG), into tel 600-9800/9 ext. 345, M-W-F, 11 am-1 pm. 
ATHENS COSMOPOLITAN LIONS CLUB, into Mr Baga­
nis, tel360-1311 . 
ATIICA CLUB OF FILOTHEI offers bridge lessons, tel 
682-1726 or 682-7108. 
CANADIAN WOMEN'S CLUB OF ATHENS, into tel 652-
0772. 
CULTURAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE PORTUGUESE 
COMMUNITY, into tel 775-5032. 
DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE AHEPA Senior Women's 
Auxiliary, Athens Hesperus chapter No. 359. Into Terry 
Pirpinias, tel 952-3030, Ann Bokolinis, tel 652-6063. 
DEMOCRATS ABROAD, into tel 722-4645. 
ENGLISH-SPEAKING SOCIAL SOCIETY, meets every 
Wed. from 8-10 pm at the Athenian Pastry Shop, 320 
Kifissias, Psychiko. Dr Agis Sarakinos, tel 672-5485. 
GREEK-IRISH SOCIETY, into tel 262-8683. 
LA LECHE LEAGUE, into tel 992-9639, 807-5237, 672-
5961 , 639-5268. Baby Arrives: The Family and the Breast­
feeding. Athens North, 2 December, 10 am. Athens South, 
1 December 10 am. Greek Group, 16 December, 6 pm. 
PROPELLER CLUB, into L. Battler, 778-3698 or G. 
Nahas, 779-6232. 
REGINE, women's social club and children's activities, tel 
894-8961. 
REPUBLICANS ABROAD, into tel 681-5747. 
ST. ANDREW'S WOMEN'S GUILD, a society of SI 
Andrew's Protestant Church. Into tel 651-7405 or the 
church tel 652-1401 . 
WOMENS' AGLOW FELLOWSHIP, international 
women's organization. Into tel 804-4209. 
YWCA (XEN), Amerikis 11 , tel 362-4291. Greek for fore­
igners. Cultural and educational activities, into tel 362-
4291. 
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COURSES 

ATHENS CENTRE, Archimidous 46, Mets, tel 701-2266. 

5 
Greek language courses at all levels. 
BRITISH COUNCIL, 17 Kolonaki Square, tel 363-3211-5, 
360-6011-5. 
CULTURAL CENTRE OF ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN, 
Kapodistriou 22, Filothei, tel 661-4195, 661-6154. lrani 
language courses. 
CYPRIOT TRADITIONAL DANCES, Tefkros Club, 15-17 
Skaltsa, Ambelokipi, tel 642-0515. In cooperation with the 

-

House of Cyprus, tel. 364-1217,6. 
HELLENIC AMERICAN UNION, Massalias 22, tel 362-
9666 ext 53. Seminars for school teachers, social workers, 
child psychologists and mothers. 2 October-25 June 1993, 
Fridays 3:30-7:00 pm. Fees: 55,000 drachmas. Under the 
auspices of the Panhellenic Association of Parents' 
Schools, member of the International Association for the 
child's right to play. 
POL YMNIA CULTURAL CLUB OF KIFISSIA, 26 Faistou, 
Kifissia, tel606-3501 , 601-5639. Tea Ceremony: Mondays 
10:30 am, Thursdays 5 pm. 4000 drs per hour. lkebana 
(Japanese Arts): Mondays 5 pm, Wednesdays 10:30 am. 
2500 drs per hour. 
THE GOETHE INSTITUTE, Omirou 14-16, tel 701-5242, 
701-2266. 
YWCA, Amerikis 11 , tel 362-4291 . Greek language 
courses for beginners and intermediate. Until February. 
Program fees: 65,000. New classes will begin in March. 
Entering and re-entering a job environment. For women 
between 25-45. Duration: 4 weeks. 
Specialized workshops (tourism, computers, family care). 
Duration 4-10 weeks. 
Seminars on computers (word-processing, Lotus, Basic, 
etc). Ask for detailed information. 
Workshops on painting, book-binding, jewellery, photogra­
phy, muppet designing, tailoring etc. Most workshops are 
already under way. But new sessions begin in January and 
February. 
Foreign language courses, including Greek for foreigners. 
Most are already under way, but new classes will begin 
later. 
Gym and dance classes. From 1 0 November. 
Greek dance classes. From 11 November. 
Jazz music. Dance classes. From 10 November. 
History of Art: it lasts 3 years. First-year class begins on 2 
November. Duration 24 weeks. Monday and Wednesday, 
6-7:30pm. Third-year class begins on 3 November. Dura­
tion 24 weeks. Tuesday and Thursday 6-7:30pm. (Second 
academic year is not offered this year). 
Courses on various subjects, philosophy, literature, art, 
history, sociology, environment, nutrition, etc. Meetings 
and duration varies. Most start in November. For some, 
interviews are required. 

RELIGIOUS SERVICES 

UNITED PENTECOSTAL CHURCH INTERNATIONAL, 
Lambrou Katsoni 56, tel 644-6960. Weekly services: Sun­
day 10.30 am, 3 pm; Wednesday 7.30 pm; Bible study, 
Prayer Service Saturday 7-9 pm. 
HELLENIC INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 
Tsaldari 16, Kifissia, tel 692-7373, in the former Roussos 
Hotel. Sunday service is at 11 am and there is also a 
Sunday school. Into tel 607-6946 
ST. ANDREW'S PROTESTANT CHURCH, 5 Xenopoulou, 
N. Psychiko, tel647-9565, 277-0964. Pastor David Peder­
son. Service: (former Roussos Hotel) Tsaldari 16, Kifissia, 
9 am; Sina 66, 11.15 am. 
Christmas services: 24 December, 6 pm and 10 pm at Sina 
66, Candlelight Services. 25 December, 11 :15 am at Sina 
66, Communion Service. 
ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, Philhellinon 29. The Reverend 
Colin E. Holbrook, tel 721-4906. 6 am. Holy Communion 
first Sunday of the month. 10.15 am. Sung Eucharist every 
Sunday. 
ST. PETER'S CHURCH, St. Catherine's British Embassy 
School, Kifissia, tel607-5335. 10 am. Holy Eucharist every 
Sunday. 
ALL SAINTS, VOULA, in Holy Apostles Catholic Church 
Alkyonidon & Daphnis 1, Voula. 6 pm, Holy Eucharist, first 
and third Sundays of the month. 
ST. DENIS CATHOLIC CHURCH, Panepistimiou 31, tel 
362-3603. 
ST. NIKODIMOS, Russian Orthodox Church, Filellinon 21, 
tel 323-1090. 
INTERNATIONAL CHURCH OF CHRIST, Plreos 26, 
Omonla Sq. tst floor, tel524-5527, 699-1615. Study of the 
Bible, songs and prayers every Sunday & Thursday 6 pm.· 
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH, Vouliagmenis 56, Ani> Helli­
niko, tel 964-4966. Worship at 11 am & 7.30 pm. Bible 
study at 9.45 am Sundays. 
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LIBRARIES 

ATHENS COLLEGE LIBRARY, Psychiko. Z" 671-4627, 
ext. 60. Open Mon-Fri. 6:30-6pm, Sat. 12-5pm. 25,000 
books in English and Greek; English periodicals. 
AMERICAN LIBRARY, Hellenic American Union, Massa­
lias 22 (4th floor). 'lil' 363-7740. Books, periodicals, indices 
and US government documents in English. A microfilm -
microfiche reader, printer and a small collection of video­
cassettes, films records, slides, and filmstrips. The New 
York times, Time, Newsweek ana Scientific American 
available on film. Open Monday 11 :30am-6:30pm; Tues­
day, Wednesday and Friday 9:30am-2:30pm; Thursday 
11 :30am-4:30pm. 
BRITISH COUNCIL LIBRARY, Kolonaki Sq. Z' 363-3211 . 
Lending and Reference libraries open Monday-Thursday 
9:30am-1:30pm and 5:30-6:00pm. Friday 9:30am-1:30pm. 
FRENCH INSTITUTE, Sina 29. Z' 362-4301. Books, 
periodicals, reference works and records in French. Open 
everyday 10am-7pm except Monday 2-7pm. 
THE GENNADIOS, American School of Classical Studies, 
Souidias 61. 'lil' 721-0536. Reference works on Greece 
from antiquity to the present. Permanent exhibition of rare 
books, manuscripts and works of art Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday 9am-5 pm, Tuesday and Thursday 9am-6pm, 
Saturday 9am-2pm. 
GOETHE INSTITUTE LIBRARY, 14-16 Omirou. Z' 363-
4269, 360-6111 /4. Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10am-
2pm. Tuesday and Thursday 1-7pm. 
THE HELLENIC AMERICAN UNION GREEK LIBRARY, 
Massalias 22, 7th floor. 'lil' 362-9666 (ext.51). Open Mon­
day and Friday 1 Oam-5pm. Tuesday and Thursday 9am-
1pm and 6-6pm, Wednesday 1-6pm. A general public 
library, it also functions as a reading room. 
NATIONAL GREEK LIBRARY, Panepistimiou. 'lil' 361 '"" 
4413. Everyday 9am-6pm. Friday and Saturday 9am-2pm. 

MUSEUMS AND SITES 

ACROPOLIS,Open 6:00am-4:30pm. Saturday & Sunday 
6:30am-2:30pm. The entrance fee of 1500 drs includes the 
museum. 
ACROPOLIS MUSEUM, 'lil' 321-0219. Sculptures, vases, 
terra-cotlas and bronzes from Acropolis' excavations. 
Monday 11 am-4:30pm. Tuesday to Friday 6:00am-
4:30pm. Saturday and Sunday 6:30am-2:30pm. 
ANCIENT AGORA, 'lil' 321 -01 65. Open 6:30am-3pm; 
closed Monday. Entrance 600 drs, student prices. 
AGORA MUSEUM, 'lil' 321-0165. Open 8:30am-3:pm; 
closed Monday. Entrance 400 drs, students 200 drs. A 
replica of the 2nd century BC Stoa of Attalos, the museum 
has been reconstructed on original foundations in the 
ancient Agora. Also houses finds from Agora excavations. 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM OF PIRAEUS,Harilaou 
Trikoupi 31, Piraeus. Z' 452-1 596. Open 6:30am-3pm; 
closed Monday. Entrance 400 drs, students 200 drs. Holds 
fine collection of Greek and Roman sculptures. 
ATHENS CITY MUSEUM-VOURO'S FOUNDATION­
EFTAXIA,Paparigopoulou 7. 'lil' 324-6164. Open Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 9am-1 :30pm. Entrance 
100 drs (students and tour guides have free entrance). 
Wednesday free. 11 contains paintings, designs, sectional 
plans and models of Athens of 19th century as well as 
furniture, costumes and personal objects of Othon and 
Amalia, who lived in this palace for a few years. 
BENAKf MUSEUM,Koumbari 1 (corner of Vas Sofias). 'lil' 
362-6215. Open 6:30am-2pm daily. Entrance 400 drs. 
Neoclassical mansion housing Anthony Benaki's private 
collection of ancient and modern Greek art, artefacts, 
textiles and costumes, as well as examples of Islamic, 
Coptic and Chinese art. Tuesday closed. 
BYZANTINE MUSEUM, Vas Sofias 22. 'lil' 721-1027. Open 
8:30am-3pm; closed Monday. Entrance 1000 drs. Villa 
built for the Duchess of Plaisance in 1848. Houses Athens' 
major collection of Byzantine and post-Byzantine art, in­
cluding permanent collection of European masters. 
CENTRE FOR FOLK ART AND TRADITION,A. Hadzimi­
hali 6, Plaka. 'lil' 324-3987. Open Wednesday, Friday, 
Saturday 9am-1 pm & 5-9pm; Tuesday & Thursday 9am-
9pm; Sunday 9am-1pm; closed Monday. Exhibitions 
focusing on folk traditions in Greece. 
CYCLADIC AND ANCIENT GREEK ART MUSEUM­
,Neophytou Douka 4, Kolonaki. Z' 724-9706. Open Mon­
day, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 10am-4pm, Saturday 
1 Oam-3pm; closed Sunday and Tuesday. The museum 
was built to house the private collection of the Nicholas p 
Goulandris Foundation. 230 unique examples of Cycladi~ 
art are housed on the first floor, while the second is 
devoted to small and monumental works from 2000 BC to 
400 AD, and the top floor is dedicated to the Charles Politis 
Coll~~tion. On Saturday mornings the museum organizes 
act1v1t1es for children, starting in October. Entrance fee 250 
drs. 

D.PIERIDIS MUSEUM OF MODERN ART, King George 
Ave 29, Glyfada. Z' 696-0166. Every day 11 am-9pm. 
Private collection of Cypriot and Greek modern art. 
ELEFTHERIOS VENIZELOS ARCHIVES,Cristou Lada 2. 
'lil' 322-1254. Open 9am-1pm; closed Saturday. Entrance 
free. 11 contains personal memorials and historical docu­
ments of Venizelos and his lifetime. 
ELEFTHERIOS VENIZELOS MUSEUM,Eieftherias Park 
(Vas. Sofias, behind Venizelos' statue). Z" 722-4238. 
Open 10am-1pm & 6-Spm; closed Monday & Sunday 
evening. Entrance free. lt contains personal objects of 
Venizelos, photographic material and documents. lt also 
has a library with books about E. Venizelos and his 
lifetime. 
GOULANDRIS MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY,Levi­
dou 13, Kifissia. 'lil' 806-6405. Open 9am-2:30pm; closed 
Friday. Entrance 300 drs, students 100 drs. 
GOUNARO MUSEUM,G.Gounaropoulou 6, Ano llissia. 'lil' 
777-7601 . Open 9am-1pm & 5am-7pm; closed Monday. 
Entrance free. Art and memorabilia of Gounaropoulos, one 
of Greece's best known artists. 
HELLENIC FOLK MUSIC INSTRUMENTS MUSEUM­
,Diogenous 123, PI. Aeridon. Z' 325-0198. Open every day 
10am-2pm; Wednesday 12-6pm; Monday closed. 
HELLENIC MARITIME MUSEUM,Zea, Piraeus. 'lil' 451-
6822, 451-6264. Open 8:30am-2pm; closed Sunday & 
Monday. Entrance 200 drs. 
HISTORICAL GREEK COSTUME MUSEUM,Dimokritou 
7, Kolonaki. 'lil' 362-9513. Open Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday 1 Oam-1 pm. Entrance free. 11 contains traditional 
costumes from all over Greece, which come from the 
collection of the Greek Lyceum. 
JEWISH MUSEUM OF GREECE,Amalias 36, Z' 322-
5582, 323-1577. Open 9am-1pm; closed Saturday. Entr­
ance free. The collection of the museum includes religious 
and folk art representatives of the centuries-old Jewish­
Greek and Sephardlc communities of Greece. 
KANELLOPOULOS MUSEUM,Theorias & Panos, Plaka. 
Z' 321-2313. Open 6:30am-3pm; closed Monday. Art and 
artefacts from prehistoric times to the post-Byzantine 
period. Entrance fee 400 drs 

KERAMIKOS MUSEUM & SITE,Ermou 148. Z' 346-
3552. Open 8:30am-3pm; closed Monday. Entrance 400 
drs, students 1 00 drs. The site includes the ruins of the 
Dipylon, the Sacred Gate and cemetary, a funerary avenue 
containing graves, and monuments to famous Athenians. 
The museum houses many finds from the cemetery. 
MUSEUM OF GREEK FOLK ART,Kydathinaion 17, Pla­
ka. Z' 322-9031. Open 10am-2pm; closed Monday. Entr­
ance 400 drs, students 200 drs. Art and artefacts mainly 
from the 18th & 19th centuries. 
NATIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM,Tosltsa 1. Z' 
821 -7717. Open Tuesday to Friday 6am-5pm; Monday 
11-5pm; Saturday & Sunday 8:30am-3pm. Entrance 1500 
drs. 
NATIONAL GALLERY,Vas. Constantinou 60. 'lil' 723-
5938. Open 9am-3pm; Wednesday 5:30-9:30pm; Sunday 
10am-2pm; closed Monday. Entrance 200 drs. Paintings, 
engravings and sculptures by Greek and foreign artists. 
NATIONAL HISTORICAL MUSEUM,Stadiou & Kolokotro­
ni (old Parliament). 'lil' 323-7617. Open Tuesday to Friday 
9am-2pm; Saturday & Sunday 9am-1pm; closed Monday. 
Entrance 200 drs, students 50 drs. Thursday free. 11 
contains objects from the Frankish, Venetian and Turkish 
periods, traveller's plans, weapons, souvenirs of Othon & 
George I, as well as collections from the Cretan War, 
Balkan War, Asia Minor disaster, of World War 11. 
NUMISMATIC MUSEUM,Tositsa 1. 'lil' 821-7769. Open 
8:30am-3pm daily. 11 contains 300,000 gold, silver and 
copper coins from 700 BC on, as well as a collection from 
the byzantine period. Monday closed. Entrance fee 400 
drs. 
PALEONTOLOGICAL & GEOLOGICAL MUSEUM­
,Panepistimiou Athinon, Panepistimioupolis. Visit by 
appointment only. 'lil' 724-7401. 
PHILATELIC MUSEUM,Fokianou 2. 'lil' 751-9066. Open 
Monday-Friday 8am-2pm; Monday, Wednesday 17:00-
20:00pm. Closed Saturday & Sunday. Entrance free. 11 
contains objects which characterize the development of 
the mail service, philatelic material, printing elements, 
first-day circulation envelopes, commemorative seals. 
RAIL MUSEUM,Liossion 301. Z' 524-6580. Open 
Wednesday 4:30-Spm & Friday 9am-1 pm. Entrance free. 11 
contains carriages as well as furniture, mirrors, plate 
settings, tickets and pertorating machines from the estab­
lishment of Greek railways. 
THEATRICAL MUSEUM,Akadimias 50. Z' 362-9430. 
Open 9am-3pm; Sunday 10am-1pm; closed Saturday. 
Entrance 300 drs. 11 contains pictures of actors and plays, 
costumes, posters, personal objects of famous actors, 
portraits, busts. 
VORRES MUSEUM,Palania, Attica. 'lil' 664-2520, 664-
4771. Open Saturday & Sunday 1 Oam-2pm. (appt. for 
groups). Entrance 100 drs; children & students free. Con­
temporary Greek art. 
WAR MUSEUM OF GREECE,Vas. Sofias & Rizari. Z' 
729·0543. Open every day 9am-2pm; closed Monday. 
Entrance free. it contains weapons, memorial and historic­
al heirlooms of the battles of Greece. 
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CENTRAL ATHENS 

ATHINAIKON, Kleomenous 3, Kolonaki. '<>' 722-7091. 
Specially: chicken yogurtlu. Service till 1 am. Sunday 
closed. 
BAYAZZO, Ploutarhou 35 and Dimoharous, Kolonaki. '<>' 
729-1420. The name means "Theatrical Clown" in Ger­
man. Lunchtime salad 'fountain', champagne brunches. 
Dinner specialties include bouzouki frivolitef (calamaria 
stuffed with pine nuts and rice). vine leaves stuffed with 
sea bass mousse, eggplant with ouzo-flavored mincemeat 
and yoghurt. Sunday closed. 
DELICIOUS, Zalokosta 6, Kolonaki. '<>' 363-8455. 
DELPHI, Nikis 13. '<>' 323-4869. Very good lunchtime spot, 
reasonable prices. 11 am-11 pm. 
DEKAOKTO, Souidias 51, Kolonaki. 'B' 723-5561. Small 
restaurant with pleasant atmosphere, a small number of 
well-prepared dishes. Good bar (with snacks).Daily from 
12pm-5am. 
DIONYSOS, near the Acropolis. '<>' 923-3182; 923-1936. 
Complete restaurant and pastry shop. The house special­
ties are charcoal-broiled shrimp, fillet of sole, baby lamb 
and veal mignon in oregano sauce. Note: Dionysos-Zonars 
at the corner of Panepistimiou and Voukourestiou, near 
Syntagma Sq, also has complete restaurant service. '<>' 
323-0336. 
DIONYSOS, Mt Lycabettus (accessible by the funicular at 
the top of Ploutarhou St, Kolonaki) 'B' 722-6374. A top 
Athens landmark with a view over the entire city. Daily 9am 
-12:45pm. 
FLOKA, Leaf. Kifissias 118. 'B' 691 -4001. Complete res­
taurant, with pastry shop and catering service. Delicious 
club sandwiches and ice cream pies. 
GEROFINIKAS, Pindarou 10. 'B' 362-2719; 363-6710. 
Fine Greek and Constantinople cuisine, fresh fish, ~ut-of­
season fruit, eggplant puree. Cosmopolitan atmosphere. 
One of the city's grand old restaurants. Open daily from 
12pm-11 :30am. 
GRAND BALCON, Kleomenous 2, Kolonaki. 'B' 729-0712. 
Service till 2am. Monday and Tuesday closed. 
HERMION, cafe and restaurant in a little alley off Kapni­
kareas (Pandrossou 15). '<>' 324-6725, 324-7148. Delight­
ful spot for Sunday lunch with good Greek cuisine, friendly 
service. Open from 8pm-12am. 
IDEAL, Panepistimiou 46. 'B' 461-4604. Classic restaurant 
with 20 specialties every day. Sunday closed. 
JE REVIENS, Xenokratous 49, Kolonaki. · '<>' 721-0535; 
721-1174. Fish specialties. Greek and French cuisine. 
KENTRIKON, Kolokotroni 3. '<>' 323-2482. Full taverna 
fare including beef sofrito; beef in earthware. Sunday 
closed. 
KOSTOYIANNIS, Zaimi 37 (Pedion Areas), Excharchia. 'B' 
821-2496. Large selection of appetizers. Among main 
dishes are rabbit stifado (stew with onions), souvlaki with 
bacon, and quail. Sunday closed. 
LENGO, Nikis 22. '<>' 323-1127. Charming bistro with good 
. Greek cuisine. On the expensive side. Open daily 12pm-
1am. 
NOUFARA,Kanari 26. '<>' 362-7426. Restaurant. 
PSARA, Erechtheos 16. '<>' 325-0285. An old favorite, 
great for Sunday lunch, swordfish, souvlaki, taverna fare; 
special spot for locals and residents. Open from 12pm-
5pm and 7pm-2am daily. 
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RODIA, Aristippou 44, Lykabettus. 'B' 722-9883. Sunday 
closed. 
SOCRATES' PRISON, Mitseon 20, Makriyianni. 'B' 922-
3434. Charcoal grilled chicken and swordfish, rolled pork 
wiht carrots and celery in lemon sauce, roasted lamb with 
mushrooms, meatball casserole. Pikermi wine, laced with 
wine from Santorini (barrel). Sunday closed. 
STROFI, R.Gali 25, Makriyianni. 'B' 921-4130. Sunday 
closed. 
SYMPOSIO, Erehthiou 46, Herodion. 'B' 922-5321. Ser­
vice till 1:30am. Sunday closed. 
THESPIS, Thespidos 18. 'B' 323-8242. Special menu: 
lamb liver, roast lamb, bite-size tiropittes. Roof garden and 
outside garden opposite; quality service, reasonable 
prices. Open from noon-2am. 
TSEKOYRAS, Epiharmou 2, Plaka. 'B' 323-3710. 
Wednesday closed. 
WEN DV'S, Corner of Stadiou and Voukourestiou. '<>' 323-
9442. Fast food. 
XYNOS, Ag. Geronda 4. 'B' 322-1065. Old PI aka tavern a 
with extensive fare; including stuffed vine leaves, fricasee. 
Wine from the barrel. Guitar music. Saturday and Sunday 
closed. 

Greek - food lovers meetpoint 
-Enormous variety of cooked specialties 

Charcoal grill - Aegean fish 
Business lunch menus 

LUNCH AND DINNER 
DIMITRIOU VASILIOU 16, N. PSYCHICO 

TEL. 671399~ 6476546 
SUNDAYS CLOSED 

HOTELS 

THE ATHENS HILTON, Vas Sofias 46. 'B' 722-0201, 
725-0201. 
The Athenian Lounge, An open cafe, serving refresh­
ments and snacks, including its special Chocolate menu. 
Open 10am-9pm daily. Sunday 9am-9pm. 
The Byzantine, a circular garden-like restaurant with 
Greek and international specialties, plus a superb buffet. 
Open 5am-2am daily. lt is transformed into an Italian 
restaurant every Wednesday evening. Serves Brunch on 
Sundays from 12 noon to 4pm. 
Ta Nissia, sophisticated restaurant with varied menu: wide 

· variety of fresh fish specialties and selections of finest 
meat cuts. Open 7:30pm-12:30am daily. 

· Polo Club, an elegant, cosy bar. Serves hors d'oeuvre. 
Soft piano music from 8:30pm. Daily 12 noon-1am. 

HOTEL ATHENAEUM INTER-CONTINENTAL 'B' 902-
3666 ' 

Pergola, International and Greek specialties: buffet and a 
la carte; pastry and salad buffets; Sunday brunch. Daily 
6am-2am, breakfast, lunch, dinner; Atrium Lobby. 
Premiere Restaurant & Bar, rooftop with a panoramic 
view of Athens. Kebab specialties. Live entertainment. 
Man-Sat, 9pm-1 am. Bar 8pm-2am. 
La Rotisserie, superb French cuisine. Fine wine cellar. 
Piano music. Tues-Sat, 9pm-1 am. Atrium Lobby. 
Cafe Vienna, indoor cafe and bar, Viennese pastries, ice 
cream and coffee; Crepes in the evening, piano music. 
Daily 11 am-1 am. Atrium Lobby. 
Kublai Khan, unique Mongolian barbecue and firepot; 
Chinese specialties. Man-Sat Bpm-1 am Atrium 1. 
Kava Bar, special cocktails and drinks; piano music. Daily 
6pm-2am. 
ASTIR PALACE, Syntagma Sq.'B' 364-3112 or 364-3331 . 
Asteria restaurant. Service till 1 :30 am. 
Apocalypsis, Astir's gourmet restaurant. Every1hing from 
Russian caviar or Greek eggplant salad to Chateaubriand 
or shepherd's lamb, ~d crepes suzette and baklava. Live 
piano music. Lunch 12:30-3:30, dinner, 8:30pm-1 am. 
Coffee Lounge and Asteria Restaurant, ideal for quick 
snacks or complete, leisurely lunches: crepes Poseidon, 
cheese pie, lamb curry, sweets galore. 7am-1 am. 
Athos Bar, piano. Open 9:30-1am. 
ASTIR PALACE, Vouliagmeni. 'B' 896-0211 . 
Grill Room, downstairs cafe restaurant, piano music; 
sometimes a small orchestra for dancing. Open daily from 
1pm-3:30pm and from 8pm-2am. 
LEDRA MARRIOTT HOTEL, 'B' 934-7711. 
Panorama rooftop, will close for the winter period. 
Ledra Grill, (international specialites) open as of 2 Octo­
ber until end of May, from 8pm. Nightly live entertainment 
to the sounds of Franco Matola and his guitar. Reserva­
tions recommended. 
Kona Kai, Polynesian food in a decor with waterfall , 
recessed pool. Open from 7pm-12:30am. Expensive but 
well worth it. Tepannyaki, Japanese exhibition cooking, 
food prepared at special tables of 8; the cook is part of the 
party, special arrangements and reservations necessary. 
Zephyros Coffee Shop, open daily from 6:30am, served a 
la carte or buffet, menu for all hours, 11 am-11 pm; salad 
bar geared to business lunches, wide selection of interna­
tional, local dishes; late night menu 11 pm-1:30am; Sunday 
brunch 11 am-3:30pm, buffet serving hot and cold dishes; 
wine on the house. 
Crystal Lounge Piano bar. Song and piano M. Hatziyian­
nis. Tuesday without music. 
MERIDIEN HOTEL. '<>' 325-5301/9 
Brasserie des Arts, French cuisine, superb chef, attrac­
tive dishes, perfect service. Open for lunch, 1 pm-3:30pm, 
and dinner 8pm-1 :30am. Last orders taken at 12:45am. 
Athenian Bistro, snacks and buffet wiht Greek special­
ties, daily from 7pm-2am. Great for business conferences. 
CHANDRIS HOTEL. 'B' 941-4825. 
HOTEL PENTELIKON. 'B' 801'2837. 
La Terrasse, coffee shop, open from ?am till 2am. Break­
fast, lunch and dinner, snacks. 
Belle Epoque, international cuisine. Live music . 
Vardi's Restaurant, French cuisine. 
La Bouillabaisse, fresh seafood. 

FATSIO, Efroniou 5, Pangrati (south of the Hilton). ~ 
721-7421. International cuisine. 
ROUMELI, Panormou 107, Ambelokipi (across the park 
from the Apollo Towers). 'B' 692-2852. 

53 

6 



-
~ , 

MU~!C REHAURANT 

MASKES 
MUSIC RESTAURANT 

ATPSYCHICO 

Live Entertainment 
& fine food, in style! 

For unforgetable dinner evenings, 
to the accompaniment of Greek and 

International Singers. 

~-------------------------
SOLOMOU 4-6 & STRATIGI STR., 

NEO PSYCHICO 

CHANG'S 

AT ENTRANCE TO <<STOA>> SIIOPPING 
CENTER, JUST BEHIND ALPI!A-BIITA 

«GIANT» SUPERMARKET. TEL. 687.6037 

TAKE 5- .JAZZ CLUB RESTAURANT 

For the lovers of good music & the 
connoiseurs of fine food 

ALL NIGHT MUSIC 
FROM LIVE JAZZ BANDS 

Mondays & Tuesdays: 
.laz.z Band Sessions & 2 Bars 

Other Nights: 
U ve Band, Sit-down Dinners, Bars 

Come and taste the .fun! 

:l7 , I'ATRIARCI IOU IOAKEIM STR., KOLONAKI 
TEL. 7240.736, 7240. 135 

(Take 5' : a nwnocr nl' th e MCM TV C l ub) 

HOUSE 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

5~ The most wonderfu l , comfortable and tastefu l Chinese restaurant in 

the world, and the prices are reasonable. 

Fully air-conditioned. I 
Daily lunch 12:00 to 15:30 pm. Dinner 7:30pm to 12:30 am. [I 

54 

(No lunch served on Sunday) 

TEL: 959-5191 959-5179 
15 DOIRANIS & 11 ATTHIDON ST., KAlliTHEA 

Opposite Aghios Sostis Church 7th street down from Ledra Marriott. 
(parallel to Leof. Syngrou Ave. 190-192, turn right). 

ill i ( IJ I h 0 
RESTAURANT 

13 ;f--.. ?t n. 

TEMPURA SUKIYAKI 
SUSHI SASHIMI 

by Authentic Japanese Chef 

27 KYDATHINEON ST. PLAKA' 
322-0980 - 324-6851 

GREEK 

APAGGIO, Megistis 6, Kalamaki. 'B' 983·9093. Traditional 
food from all over Greece. Opened till 12 pm. Monday 
closed. 
DIOSCURI, D. Vassiliou. Neo Psychiko. 'B' 671·3997. 
Wide range of seafood and grilled dishes. Specialties: 
charcoal-grilled fish, casseroles and stews. 
RENA TIS FTELIAS, 25 Martiou 28, N. Psychiko. 'B' 
647·3874. Traditional Greek specialties. 
LOXANDRA, E. Venizelou 31, Glyfada. 'B' 963·1731. 
Open every day till 1 am. 
MYRTIA, Trivonianou 32·34, Mets. 'B' 902·3633, 902· 
3644. Service till 12:30. Sunday closed. 
PALIA TAVERNA 1896, M. Mousourou 35, Mets. 'B' 
902·9493. Old traditional house atmosphere. Specially: 
Pepperoni stuffed with Greek cheese. 
THALIA'S, 15 Thalias, Ag. Dimitrios. 'B' 973·3885. Friend· 
ly traditional atmosphere. Service till 12:30pm. Sunday 
closed 

KIFISSIA/NORTHERN SUBURBS 

BOKARIS, Aharnon and Socratous 17, Kifissia. 'B' 801-
2589. Greek cuisine. 
BLUE PINE, Tsaldari 37, Kifissia. 'B' 807-7745. "Gourmet 
Magazine" made its cheese and eggplant bourekakia 
world famous 30 years ago. Specialties: sweetbreads, 
eggplant dumplings, curries. Excellent charcoal grills and 
the single fish dish always fresh. Closed Sunday. 
FRANTZESKOS, Skiathou 3, Kifissia. 'B' 807·0614. 
Closed Monday. 
GRAND CHALET, Kokkinara 38, Politeia, Kifissia. 'B' 
808·4837. International cuisine with Greek specialties. 
Piano and songs. Very expensive; very line. 
KOUTOUKI TIS KIFISSIAS, Kifissias Ave. 308, Kifissia. 'B' 
807·8709. Oriental cuisine. 
KTIMA REGOUKOU, Amigdaleza Attikis (2 klms after 
Stamata). 'B' 814·2851. Specialties: oregano lamb, tradi· 
tional cheesepie. 
LEONIDAS, Ano Varibobi. 'B' 807-9633. Specially: frikas· 
se and roast pork . 
MOUSTAKAS, Har. Trikoupi and Kritis 27, Kifissia. 'B' 
801 -4584. Guitar music and songs. 
OASI, Kiffisias Ave. 350 and Har. Trikoupi, Kifissia. 'B' 
808·4800, 808·4803. French and Greek cuisine. 
PEFKAKIA, Argonaflon 4, Drossia. 'B' 813·1211 . Yiouvet­
sakia stifado and large array of mezedes. 
PETIT FLEUR, Plataion 6, Maroussi. 'B' 802·7830. Service 
til 2am. Piano music, songs. Sunday closed. 
PONDEROSA, Ag. loannou 7, Plateia Esperidon. 'B' 898-
1390. Service till 1 am. 
REMA TOU KOKKINARA, Kokkinara 80, Politeia. 'B' 
801·8971. Greek cuisine. 
SPITI TOU PETRAN, Plateia Aghiou Dimitriou 15, Kifissia. 
'B' 801 -7153. Old cinema atmosphere. Greek cuisine. 

FRENCH 

L'ABREUVOIR,Xenokratous 51, Kolonaki. 'B' 722·9106. 
Steak tartare. Garden. 
LE CALVADOS, Alkmanos 5 (near Athens Hilton). 'B' 
722-6291. A touch of Paris with a comprehensive menu 
from pate maison to mousse au chocolat, including a 
variety of steaks with original sauces, shrimp with curried 
rice, and cheese fondue. House wine. Specialties from 
Normandy and fine Calvados, of course. Sunday closed. 
PRECIEUX,Akadimias 14, 'B' 360-8616. Restaurant above 
the shop "Deli''. Filet of flounder, salmon filet. Air-con· 
ditioned. Sunday closed. 
PRUNIER,Ipsilantou 63, Kolonaki. 'B' 722-7379. Classic 
French bistrot. Sunday closed. 

KOREAN 

SEOUL, Evritanias 8, Ambelokipi (near President Hotel). 
'B' 6924669.Specialties: beef boukouti (prepared at the 
table) yaste bocum (hors d 'oeuvre), haimon gol (seafood 
and vegetables prepared at the table), tsapche (Korean 
spaghetti with black mushrooms). Sunday closed. 
FAR EAST, Stadiou 7, Syntagma. 'B' 323·4996. Rich 
oriental cuisine. Excellent bar. Service till 1:30am. 
GOLDEN FLOWER, Nikis 30, Syntagma. 'B' 323·01 13. 
Service till midnight. 
ORIENT, Lekka 26, Syntagma. 'B' 322-1192. Menue for 
two persons at the kprice of 8000 drs. Service till 1 am 
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ITALIAN 

Al CONVENTO,Anapiron Polemou 4-6, Kolonaki. Sunday 
closed. 
AL TARTUFO,Poseidonos 65, Paleo Faliro. '8 982-6560. 
Speciallies: unusual pizzas, scaloppine, fillet a la Tartufo, 
spaghetti carbonara, tortellini a la creme. Open daily from 
12:30am 1:30am. 
ARCOBALENO,Nap. Zerva 14, Glyfada Sq. '8 894-2564. 
Specially: shrimp proven<;ale.Open daily from 6:30pm 
1:30am. 
BOSCHETTO,Evangelismos Park, Hilton area. '8 721-
0893. 
CAMINO,Pizzeria-trattoria, Posidonos 54, Paleo Faliron. 

'8 982-9647. Piquant pastas, pizzas and choice cuts of 
meat are recommended. Service till 1:30am. 
CASA Dl PASTA,Spefsippou 30, Kolonaki. '8 723-3348. 
Service until 2 am. 
CAFFE SAN PAOLO,Lykourgou 10, N. Psychiko. '8 647-
0052. Sunday closed. 
DA BRUNO,Ag Alexandrou 46, P. Faliron. '8 981-8959. 
Closed Monday. 
DA WALTER,7 Evzonon and Anapiron Polemou, Kolona­
ki. '8 724-8726. Spacious bar. Specialties: rigatoni with 
four cheeses, fileto Piedmontese, sauce madeira, profiter­
oles. Nightly 8pm -1 am. 
IL FUNGO,Poseidonos 68,Paleo Faliro. '8 981-6765. Spe­
cialties: filetto, 22 kinds of pasta, 20 varieties of pizza, 16 
different scaloppines. Nightly from 8pm -2am. Saturday 
12:30pm -2:30am. 
IL LEONE D'ORO,Iroon Polytechniou 6, Aghia Paraskevi. 
Sunday closed. 
LA BUSSOLA,near metro station Kifissia. '8 808-3912. 
Formerly "Da Bruno".Under the same management as "La 
Bussola", Vas. Frederikis 34, Glyfada, '8 894-2605. Filet a 
la Diabolo and "Trittico a la Boussola" (three kinds of pasta 
with special sauces and cheese) are among the special­
ties. 
LA FONTANINA, Vas. Georgiou 31, Kalamaki. '8 983-
0738. Speciality: Madagascar filet. Service till 1 :45 pm. 
LA STRADA, Ethn. Antistaseos 107, N. Psychiko. '8 
671-0370. 

VEGETARIAN 

EDEN,Fiessa 3, Plaka. '8 324-8858. Charming meeting 
place for travellers; juices, salads and sweets. Specialties: 
lasagne (soya). boureki and hot chili. Terrace in the 
summer. Open 12am -12pm. 

CYPRIOT 

FAMAGUSTA, Zagoras 8, Ampelokipi, '8 778-5229. Spe­
ciality: Cypriot cuisine. 
ORAIA KYPROS, ldraspou 11 , Ana lllisia. '8 775-6176. 
Variety of Cypriot specialties. 
OTHELLOS, Michalakopoulou 45, '8 729-1481. Rustic 
decoration. Speciality: Cypriot tavas. Sunday closed. 

MEXICAN 

AZTEC,Leof. Kifisias 267(near the Trohonomo). '8 801-
5335. The oldest Mexican restaurant in Greece. Menu 
includes a glossary of dishes. 

SPANISH 

ISPANIKI GONIA,Theagenous 22, Caravel area. '8 723-
1393. Service till 1 am. Sunday closed. 
SEVILLA, Theognidos 11 -13 (beginning Ag. Sostis 
Church). '8 932-3941. Spanish and French specialties, 
music and songs. Paella, Andalusian steak, little meat 
loaves, Sevilla sangria. Monday closed. 

INDIAN 

CURRY PALACE, Posidonos Ave. 38, Kalamaki. '8 983-
8889. 
MAHARAJAH, Notara 122, Piraeus. '8 429·4161, 428-
0308. 
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One of the oldest Greek 
traditional taverns 
in the midst of Athens 
established in 1896. 

REAL GREEK CUISINE 
(The oldest GREEK TAVERN) 

melodies of the guitarists. 

(PALIA TAVERNA) 35, MARKOU MOUSOUROU STR. (METS) ·ATHENS 
TEL. 7522396 · 9029493 · 3232482 · FAX: 3225767 

GREEK AND INTERNATIONAL CUISINE 
HOME MADE SPECIALITIES 

20 Mitseon Str. 
Makriyanni, Athens 
tel: 92.23.434. Sunday closed 

Rlb *ou6e. 
TEX.MEX. 

ORIGINAL WESTERN RESTAURANT 

Opening hours : 
lues, Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat 

7pm - 1am 

Sunday, holidays 
2pm -1am 

Monday dosed 

13 KYPROU ST, GLYFADA 
TEL: 894-3128 

REAL GREEK CUISINE 

Sunday closed 

Open 8:30 to 2 a. m. 
Full air-conditioning 

32-34 TRIVONIANOU STR., 116 36 ATHENS 
TEL.: 90 23 633 - 90 23 644 
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JAPANESE 

KYOTO,Garibaldi 5, Acropoli. '8 923-2047. Service till 
midnight. Sunday closed. 
MICHIKO,Kydathineon 27, Plaka. '8 322-0980. Open till 
11 pm. Sunday closed. 
SHOGUN,A. Fotila 34 and Alexandras Ave. '8 821 -5422. 

-

CHINESE 
-------

ASIAN PALACE,Kalymnou 126, Voula. '8 895-1983. 
Cantonese dim-sum. 
CHANG'S HOUSE,Doiranis 15 and Athidon, Kallithea. At 
Syngrou Ave 190-1 92, turn right. '8 959-5191; 959-5179. 
Reasonable prices. Open daily lor lunch & dinner. Taipei 
and Hong Kong specialties. 160 varieties ol Chinese 
dishes. 
CHINA,Efroniou St 72, llissia. 'E 723-3200; 724-5746.(Be­
tween Caravel Hotel and University Campus). Open daily 
for lunch and dinner. Superb Chinese cuisine by chefs 
from Taiwan and Hong Kong in a luxurious atmosphere. 
Reasonable prices. Specialties include Peking duck, spare 
ribs, shark's fin soup etc. 
COURSER, Plateia Esperidon 2, Glyfada. '8 894-4905. 
Shrimps pane, Setzuan pork. Sunday noon open for buffet 
lunch. 
GOLDEN DRAGON, Syngrou Ave 122 and G. Olympiou 
27-29. '8 923-2316. Reasonable prices. Open daily 12:30 
- 3:30pm and 7:30pm - midnight. Closed on Sundays. 
GOLDEN PALACE, Aghiou Konstantinou 1, Glyfada 
GOLDEN PHOENIX,Tatoiou 131, N.Kifissia. '8 807-8640. 
Serving till 1:30am. 
HUA LUNG, 55 Efroniou (opposite the Caravel Hotel). '8 
724-2735; 724-2736. Restaurant with Chinese speciallies. 
Open daily from 1 pm-4pm and from 7:30pm - 12:30am. 
KOWLOON,Kyprou 78, Glyfada. '8 894-4528. Open daily 
12pm - 3pm for lunch and ?pm - 1 am. Specialties include 
fried rice, baked duck and jumbo shrimps. 
LONG FUNG TIEN,Aikionidou 143, coastal road near EOT 
Beach B. '8 895-8083. Choose among chop suey, spring 
rolls. Chinese noodles and other dishes. Order Peking 
duck 24 hours in advance. Every Sunday Chinese buffet 
lunch at a fixed price. Monday Closed. 
RASA SAYANG,Palea Leaf. Vouliagmenis and Kiou 2, 
Ana Glyfada. '8 962-3629. Peking duck, shrimps pilaf. 
THE PEKING CHINESE RESTAURANT, 6 Fedras and 
Karapanou. '8 893-2628. We recommend anything sweet 
and sour. The chef adds chill, making the sweet and sour 
slightly fiery. Open daily from 1 pm. 
THE RED DRAGON,Zirini 12 and Kyriazi, Kifissia (near 
the Zirinio Sports Center). '8 801 -7034. Cantonese 
cuisine. Specialties: Malaysian noodles with shrimp, crab 
with chill, beef with fresh ginger root. 
TSINI FOOD, Dimokritou 29, Kolonaki. '8 645-0284. 
Chinese cuisine, Taiwanese table, also take-out. 

GLYFADA/VOULIAGMENI SEA-

SIDE 

PALEO FALIRON/ALIMOS 

AMARANTOS, Pandoras 33, Glyfada. '8 894-8953. Spe­
cially: charcoal-grilled chicken, roasted lamb. 
BAMBOO, Vas. Pavlou 102·104, Voula Center. '8 899-
1270. Friendly atmosphere. International cuisine. 
EL PRIMO,I. Metaxa 15, Glyfada. '8 894-1501. Filets and 
schnitzel. International cuisine. 
EPICURE, 17 L. Poseidonos, Vouliagmeni. '8 896-1237. 
Hamburgers, filets with roquefort. Also in Voula, Metaxa 
16, '8 895-3544. 
GEFVRA, Amfitl1eas Ave. 168, P. Faliro. '8 981-2263. 
Monday closed. 
KONAKI, Antheon 6 and Epameinonda, Glyfada. '8 962-
2404. 

MOURIA, Achilleos 101, P. Faliro. '8 981 3347. Sunday 
closed. 

NIRIIDES, M. Kavouri harbor, Kavouri. '8 896-1560. Inter­
national cuisine. 
PANORAIA, Seirinon 2 and Terpsihoris, P. Faliro. '8 
981 -3792. Sunday night closed. 
PANTELIS, Naiadon 96, P. Faliro. '8 982-5512. Oriental 
cuisine . .Sunday night closed. 
PITHARI, Kondyli 8, Glyfada. '8 894-1443. Specialty·: . 
charcoal-grilled chicken. 
SPYROS, Pyrgou 28, Glyfada. '8 962-6723. Specialties: 
snails, chicken. 
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SEAFOOD 

AGLAMER, Akti Koumoundourou 54-56, Mikrolimano. '8 
411-551 1. 
ANTONOPOULOS,Vas. Freiderikis 1, Glyfada. '8 894-
5636. An old and comfortable restaurant with an extensive 
seafood menu. Open daily from morning to midnight. 
BOUILLABAISSE,Zisimopoulou 28, Amfithea (behind the 
Planetarium, Syngrou Ave). '8 941-9082. Bouillabaisse, 
fresh fish and a variety of shellfish. Nightly, 7:30pm­
midnight. 
DOURABEIS,Ath. Dilaveri 29, Piraeus. '8 41 2-2092. 
EL GRECO Aktl Koumoundourou 24, Mikrolimano. '8 

412-7324. Various fish dishes, baked and grilled. 
FORTOUNA,An. Polemou 22, Kolonaki. '8 722-1282. 
Sunday evening closed. 
KASTELORIZO,Piatanon 2, Ne a Kifissia Square. '8 807-
5408. 
KUYU-KAPLANIS,Navarchou Votsi 23, Mirolimano. '8 

411 -1623. 
LAMBROS,on the shore road,Posidonos 20,Voula. '8 
896-0144. Variety of appetizers and a good assortment of 
fish. Moderately expensive. Daily from 12am -2pm. Closed 
Mondays. 
MARE NOSTRUM,Leof. Kifissias 292, N. Psychiko. '8 

672-2891. 
MIKROLIMANO,(or Turkolimano, as it is s till called in 
Piraeus) now hosts 22 seafood restaurants, all altering a 
good meal with good service at a table by the sea. Every 
taxi driver knows where it is, but if you want to use public 
transportation take the metro to Faliron station. Another, 
less well-known and more reasonable seafood row in 
Piraeus is at FRATES,around from the Zea Marina yacht 
basin. Several restaurants offer fresh fish and a cliffside 
view of the sea. 
PSAROPOULOS,Kalamon 2,Giyfada. '8 8945677. One of 
the oldest seafood restaurants on the marina, open year 
round; tasty dishes, tasteful prices. Open from 12am-4am 
and at night 8pm-12pm. 

TEA BAR 

KRASIVII, Omirou 2, N. Smyrni. '8 931-0487. 40 kinds of 
tea, yogurt creations. 
LOTOS, Glavkou 14, N. Psychiko. '8 671 -7461 . Creppes 
and salads, 24 kinds of tea. Sunday closed. 
PROFUNDIS, Hatzimihali 1, Plaka. '8 323-1716. 35 kinds 
of tea, various tartes and pies. 

BRASS ERIE 

LA BRASSERIE, Kifissias Ave. 292, N. Psychiko. '8 
671-6572, 671-6940. Service till 2am. Sunday closed. 

PIRAEUS 

DAL TAS, Sotiros 45, Passalimani. '8 41 1-5273. Oriental 
cuisine. Specialties: exohiko, hanoum yiatak aubergines. 
DOGA, Deliyiorgi 45, Evangelistria. '8 411 -2149. Guitar, 
bouzouki and organ music. Tuesday closed. 
GONIA, Akti Themistokleous 100, Piraeus. '8 451-8729. 
MOUSTAKIAS, ldis and and Kilkis 6, Piraeus. '8 411-
9569. Speclalties: charcoal-grilled chicken, kokoretsi. 
VASILAINAS, Aitolikou 72, Aghia Sophia, Piraeus. '8 
461 -2457. 26-dish menu at the price of 2900 drs. 

PIANO RESTAURANTS 

AIDINIS, Kehayia 26, Filothei. '8 681-3865. Specialties: 
Chinese chicken, spaggheti with seafood. 
COZV, Themidos 11, Ekali. '8 813-3342. Service til 2am. 
Sunday, Monday closed. 
GOURMET, Epidavrou 10, Kastella. '8 413-3337. Sunday 
closed. 
EL PRIMO, I. Metaxa 15, Glyfada, '8 894-1 501 . Interna­
tional cuisine. 
LATERNA, Aigaiou Pelagous 61, Aghia Paraskevi. '8 
639-1858. Sunday closed. 

MITSOS-ANNA, Pentelis Ave. 143, Penteli. '8 804-0412. 
Greek cuisine. Tuesday closed. 
MOORINGS, Marina .Vouliagmenis. '8 896-1310, 896-
1113. International cuisine. Service till 1:30am. 
MVTHOS, Kavouri. '8 895-5214. International cuisine. 
Service till 1:35am. 

RESTAURANT BAR 

ACTUEL CENTER, Kleomenous 44, Kolonaki. '8 724-
9861' 724-6061. 
ALBERO, lrodotou 14, Kolonaki. '8 723-1675. Sunday 
closed. 
BALTHAZAR, Tsoha 27, Ambelokipi. '8 644-1215. Sun­
day closed. 
CHURRASCO, Pandoras 16, Glyfada. '8 894-1252. Ser­
vice til 1 :30am. 
FOTAERIO, lppokratous 74, Exarhia. '8 362-2362. 
HAPPY END, Ouloff Palme 23, llissia. '8 771-6490. 
Service till 3am. 
ILEANA TOUNTA CENTRE, Armatolon kai Kletton 48, 
Alexandras Ave. '8 643-9466. 
IRIDANOS, lridanou 7, Hilton area. '8 722-4154. Service 
till 2am. 
PLOUGHMAN, lridanou 26, llissia. '8 721 -2044. Special­
ties: fish and chips, beaf vegetables. Sunday closed. 
RAMBA, Dim. Vassiliou 14, N. Psychiko. '8 671-1677. 
Sunday closed. 
VLADIMIROS, Aristodemou 12, Kolonaki. '8 721-7407. 
Artistic rendez-vous near Lycabettus Hill. Piano music. Til 
2am. 

CREPERIE 

AMAL THEIA, Tripodon 16, Plaka. '8 322-4635. 
BELLE EPOQUE, Aghiou Konstantinou 6, Piraeus. '8 

422-1821. 
DOMI & CLAUDE, Kekropos 26, Glyfada. '8 962-6919. 
LEDA, Plateia Ag. Dimitriou 17, Kifissia. '8 801-1065. 
Monday closed. 
LE PERROQUET, Lazaraki 20, Glyfada. '8 894-7856. All 
types of Crepes. Tuesday closed. 

BISTROT 

ALT BERLIN, Kolokotroni 35, Kefalari. '8 801-5792. Ger­
man cuisine. 
BORACHO, Kolokotroni 21, Kifissia. '8 801-3475. 
DODEKA APOSTOLOI, Kanari 17, Kolonaki. '8 361-
9358,9. Old French bistrot atmosphere. 
IL BARINO, Papagou Ave. 143, Zografou. '8 770-8830. 

KEBAB 

ADANA KEBAB HOUSE, Palaiologou 1, P. Faliro. '8 
983-4545. Service till 1 am. Tuesday closed. 
ADEP KEBAB, Poseidonos Ave. 20, P. Faliro. '8 982-
1114. Open till 2am. 
CRYSTAL KEBAB, Aghiou Alexandrou 66, P. Faliro. '8 

981 -5779. 
OURFA, Thermopeleon 1, P. Faliro. '8 981 -3566. Service 
till 1 am. Sunday closed. 
TRIA ASTERIA, Melitos 7 and Plastira 77, N. Smyrni. '8 
935-8134. 

STEAKHOUSES 

THE STAGE COACH,Leof. Kifissia 18, Marousi '8 684-
6995. Specializes in steaks, salads., and baked spuds, 
with an extensive bar. Reservations advisable. Daily lunch 
and dinner. Sunday closed. 
STEAK ROOM,Eginitou 6 (between Hilton and US Embas­
sy). '8 721-7445. Full menu featuring charcoal broils. 
Includes a bar. Reservations advisable. Sunday closed. 
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Useful numbers 

Police 
Tourist police .......... ...................................... ......... ~ 171 
City police ................... ........... ......... ....... ... ........ ..... ~ 100 
Traffic police .................................................... ~ 523·0111 
Coastguard patrol ........ .......................................... ~ 1 08 
Aliens'bureau ................................ ................ ~ 770-5711 

Fire .......................................................................... ~199 

Health care 
Doctors 2pm -?am .................................................. ~ 105 
First aid .................................................................... ~ 166 
Poison control ................................................. ~ 779·3777 
Pharmacies open 24 hrs ..................... .......... ......... ~ 107 
Pharmacies open 24 hrs (sububrbs) ........ ............... ~ 102 
Hospitals ................................................................ ~ 1 06 
US Military first aid .......................................... ~ 981-2740 
US citizens'emergency aid ............................. ~ 721-2951 
National AIDS Center .................................... ~ 644·4906 

Animal Welfare 
Hellenic Wildlife Hospital ........................... ~ 0297/22-882 
Garby, Enosis Zoofilon Ellados ....................... ~ 882-2356 
Greek Society for the 
Protection of Animals .................................... ~ 346·0360 
Hellenic Animal Welfare Society .................... ~ 643-5391 
St Francis Society ........................................... ~ 253-1977 

Automobile and touring 
Automobile and Touring Club (ELPA) ............ ~ 779·1615 
ELPA road assistance ............................................. ~ 104 
ELPA touring guidance ........................................... ~ 174 

Tourism 
EOT information, Kar Servias 2 ...................... ~ 322-2545 
EOT office, Amerikis 11 ................................. ~ 322-3111 
Athens Mayor's office ..................................... ~ 524·2369 
For items in buses or taxis ........ .. .......... ~ 642-1616 
Peace & Friendship Stadium ................... ~ 481 -9512 

Telephone and telegrams 
Telephone information, general .............................. ~ 134 
Numbers in Athens and Attica ............................... ~ 131 
Numbers elsewhere in Greece ................... ............ ~ 132 
International telephone information ................. ~ 161, 162 
International telegrams ........................................... ~ 165 
Domestic operator ........................ ................. . ~ t 51, 152 
Domestic telegrams ............................................... ~ 155 
Complaints ............................................................. ~ 135 
Repairs .................... ~ 121 +first 2 digits of your number 
Application for new telephone .................................. ~ 138 
Transfer of telephone ......................... ... ~ 139 
Wake-up service ..................................................... ~ 182 

Recorded information (in Greek) 
Time ...................................................................... ~ 141 
Weather ................................................................. ~ 148 
News ........................................................................ ~115 

Utilities 
Electricity (24-hr service) ............................... ~ 324·531 1 
Gas (24-hr service) ........................... ............ ~ 346-3365 
Garbage collection .......................................... ~ 512-9450 
Street lights .................... ........ ... .................... ~ 324-5603 
Water (24-hr service) ...................................... ~ 777-0866 

Main post offices 
(open 7:30am to 8:00pm) 
Aeolou 1 00 ......................... ........................... ~ 321-6023 
Syntagma Square .......................................... ~ 323-7573 
Parcel post offices 
(For parcels over 1 kg going abroad) 
Koumoundourou 29 ....................................... ~ 524-9359 
Stadiou 4, in arcade ........................................ ~ 322-8940 
Psychiko ....................................................... ~ 671·2701 
Parcels should not be wrapped until after inspection. 

Travel and transport 

Flight Information 
Olympic Airways ................ .. ........................ ~ 936·3363 
Olympic timetable (recording) .................................. ~ 144 
International flights except Olympic .......... ~ 969-9466/67 

Airlines 
Aeroflot (USSR),Xenofondos 14 .... ............... ~ 322·0986 
Aerolineas Argentinas, Voukourestiou 14 ...... ~ 360· 7936 
Air Canada, Othonos 1 0 ................................ ~ 322·3206 
Air France, Karageorgi Servias 4 .................... ~ 323-8507 
Air India, Omirou 15 ........................................ ~ 360-3584 
Air Zimbabwe, Panepistimiou 39 .................... ~ 323·91 01 
Alia (Jordan),Filellinon 4 ................................. ~ 324·1377 
Alitalia, Nikis 1 0 ............................................ ~ 322-9414/9 
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Austrian Airlines, Othonos 8 .......................... ~ 323-0844 
Balkan-Bulgarian Airlines, Nikis 23 ...... ... ~ 322-6684 
Bangladesh Air, 4 Xenofondos ...................... ~ 322·6544 
Biman (Bangladesh), Panepistimiou 15 ......... ~324-1116 
British Airways, Othonos 1 0 .......................... ~ 325-0601 
Canadian Pacific, Kar. Servias 4 ................... ~ 323-0344 
CSA(Czechoslovakia), Panepistimiou 15 ....... ~ 323·0174 
Cyprus Airways, Filellinon 10 ................ ......... ~ 324·6965 
Delta Airlines, Othonos 4 ............................... ~ 323·5242 
Egypt Air, Othonos 1 0 ........ ............................. ~ 323·3575 
El AI (Israel), Othonos 8 .................................. ~ 323·0116 
Ethiopian Airlines, Filellinon 25 ...................... ~ 323-4275 
Finnair, Nikis 16 .............................................. ~ 325-4831 
Gulf Air, Nikis 23 ............................................. ~ 322·6684 
Iberia, Xenofondos 8 ..................................... ~ 323-4523 
lcelandair, Syngrou 5 .................................... ~ 923-0322 
lnterflug (GDR), Panepistimiou 20 .................. ~ 362-4808 
lranair, Panepistimiou 16 ................................ ~ 360-7611 
Iraq Airways, Syngrou 23 .............................. ~ 922·9573 
Japan Airlines, Am alias 4 ................................ ~ 324·8211 
JAT (Yugoslavia), Voukourestiou 4 ................ ~ 323-6429 
Kenya Airways, Stadiou 5 .............................. ~ 324-7000 
KLM(Dutch), Voulis 22 Into: ............................ ~ 322·2208 
Reservations: ................................................ ~ 938-0177 
Kuwait Airways, Am alias 32 .......................... ~ 323·4506 
Korean Airways, Psylla 6 ............................... ~ 324·7511 
Libyan Arab-Airlines, Mitropoleos 3 ............... ~ 324·4816 
LOT (Polish), Amalias 4 .................................. ~ 322·1121 
Lufthansa, Vas Sofias 11 .............. ~ 771 -6002, 771 -6402 
Luxair, Kriezotou 6 ........................................ ~ 923-9002 
Malev (Hungarian), Panepistimiou 15 ............ ~ 324-11 16 
Middle East Airlines, Filellinon 10 .................. ~ 322·6911 
Olympic Airways, Syngrou 96 ........................ ~ 966·6666 
PIA (Pakistan), Panepistimiou 15 .................. ~ 323·1931 
Qantas (Australian), Vas Sofias 11 .. .............. ~ 360-9411 
Royal Air Maroc, Mitropoleos 5 ...................... ~ 324-4302 
Sabena (Belgian), Othonos 8 ......................... ~ 323·6821 
SAS (Scandanavian), Sina 6 & Vissarionos ... ~ 363-4444 
Saudia, Filellinon 17 ...................................... ~ 322-8211 
Singapore Airlines, Xenofondas 9 .. ............... ~ 323·9111 
South African Airways, Kar.Servias 14 .......... ~ 321·6411 
Sudan Airways, Amalias 44 ........................... ~ 324-4716 
Swissair, Othonos 4 .... .......... ........................ ~ 323· 7581 
Syrianair, Panepistimiou 39 ............................ ~ 323·871 1 
Tarom (Romanian), Panepistimiou 20 ........... ~ 362-4807 
Thai International, Lekka3·5 .......................... ~324-3241 
Tunis Air, Filellinon 19 ................................... ~ 322·01 04 
Turkish Airlines, Filellinon 19 ......................... ~ 322·1035 
TWA, Xenofondos 8 ........................................ ~ 322-6451 
Varig (Brazil), Othonos 10 ............................. ~ 323·8685 
Yemenia, Patission 9 ...................................... ~ 524-5912 
Zambia Air, Akti Miaouli 7·9 ........................... ~ 413-3244 

Coach (bus) stations 
Recorded station numbers 

Trains 

...................... ~142 

Recorded timetable (Greece) ................................ ~ 145 
Recorded timetable (Europe & Russia) ................... ~ 147 
To Northern Greece and other countries ........ ~ 524-0601 
To Peloponnese .................................. .......... ~ 513-1601 

Ships 
Recorded timetable (Piraeus, Rafina, Lavrion) ....... ~ 143 
Flying Dolphin ................................................. ~ 452· 7107 

Marinas 
Alimos, Pal Faliro ............. ............................ ~ 982·8642 
Floisvos ........................................................ ~ 982·9759 
Glyfada ........................................................ ~ 894·5258 
Vouliagmeni ................................... ................. ~ 896·0012 
Zea, Piraeus .................................................... ~ 452·5315 

Embassies and consulates 

Albania, Karachristou 1 .. .. .. ................ ..... .. ~ 723·4412 
Algeria, Vas Konstantinou 14 .................. ...... ~ 751-3560 
Argentina, Vas Sofias 59 ........ ....................... ~ 722-4753 
Australia, Dimitriou Soutsou 37 ..................... ~ 644· 7303 
Austria, Alexandras 26 .................................... ~ 821·1 036 
Bangladesh, Xenofondos 4 .................. ......... ~ 322·6544 
Belgium, Sekeri 3 ... .. ........................... ~ 361-7886 
Bolivia, Dryadon 1 ......................................... ~ 801·6970 
Brazil, Filikis Eterias Sq. 14 ........................... ~ 721-3039 
Bulgaria, Str.Kallari 33, P.Psychiko ............. ~ 647·8105/8 
Cameroon, 
Kifissias 180-182, Neo Psychiko ................... ~ 672·4415 

. Canada, Gennadiou 4 ................................... ~ 723-9511 
Chile, Vas Sofias 41 ........................................ ~ 682-7785 
China, Krionon 2a, Pal Psychiko .................... ~ 672·3282 
Colombia, Vrasida 3 .... ....... ........................... ~ 723-6848 

Costa Rica, Panepistimiou 91 
Cuba, Sofocleous 5, Filothei ... 
Cyprus, Herodotou 16 
Czechoslovakia, George Seferi 6, 

............. ~ 360·1377 
. .......... ~ 684-2807 

. ~ 723·7883 

Pal Psychiko .. · ~ 671-3755 
Denmark, Vas Sofias 11 .... .. .......... ~ 360·8315 
Dominican Republic, Poseidonos 56, Faliro ~ 981-8466 
Ecuador, Sotiros 6, Piraeus .... .. ........ ~ 412-2361 
Egypt, Vas Sofias 3 ............ .................... ~ 361-8612 
Ethiopia, Davaki 10, Erythros ......................... ~ 692·0565 
EC, Vas Sofias 2 ........................................... ~ 724-3982 
Finland, Eratosthenous 1 .............................. ~ 701-1775 
France, Vas Sofias 7 ..................................... ~ 361-1665 
French Consulate, Vas Konstantinou 5 .......... ~ 729·0151 
Gabon Rep., K. Paleologou 22 ...................... ~ 523·6795 
German Federal Republic, 
VasSofias 10, Maroussi ... .. .......... ~369-4111 

Ghana, Akti Miaouli 85, Piraeus . ~ 418·2111 
Haiti, Dimokritou 5 .... .. ................... ~ 361-0766 
Honduras, Vas Sofias 86 ........ ....................... ~ 777-5802 
Hungary, Kalvou 16, Pal Psychiko . ~ 671-4889 
Iceland, Paraschou 5 Pal Psychiko ................ ~ 672-6154 
India, Kleanthous 3 ................. .................... ~ 721-6481 
Indonesia, Skyrou 11-13 ................................. ~ 881-4082 
Iran, Stratigou Kallari 16 Pal Psychiko ........... ~ 647·1436 
Iraq, Mazaraki 4, Pal Psychiko .... .. ....... ~ 672-1566 
Ireland, Vas Konstantinou 7 ......................... ~ 723·2771 
Israel, Marathonodromou 1, Pal Psychiko ..... ~ 671-9530 
Italy, Sekeri 2 .................................................. ~ 361·1722 
Japan, Athens Tower, Messogion 2·4 ............ ~ 775-8101 
Jordan, Pan Zervou 30, Psychiko ................... ~ 647-4161 
Kuwait, Papanastasiou 55, Pal Psychiko ....... ~ 647-3593 
Lebanon, 25 Martiou 6, Pal Psychiko .......... ~ 685-5873,4 
Liberia, Efplias 2, Piraeus ............................... ~ 453-1 046 
Libya, Vyronos 13, Pal Psychiko ................... ~ 674-1841 
Luxembourg, Platonos 12 Piraeus ................. ~ 417·9515 
Madagascar, Ermou 23·25 ............................. ~ 233-7453 
Malaysia, Alimou 114, Argyroupolis ............... ~ 991-6523 
Maldives, K. Politi 15, Filothei ......................... ~ 681·9127 
Malta, Efplias 2 Piraeus ................................. ~ 452-3957 
Mexico, Diamandidou 73, Pal Psychiko ......... ~ 723-0754 
Morocco, Moussson 14, Pal Psychiko ............ ~ 647·4209 
Netherlands, Vas Konstantinou 5·7 .............. ~ 723-9701 
New Zealand, Semitelou 9 ........ .. ~ 777-0686 
Nicaragua, Syngrou 44 ....... .. ............. ~ 902·5807 
Norway, Vas Konstantinou 7 ................ ......... ~ 724·6173 
Pakistan, Loukianou 6 .............. .. ......... ~ 729·0122 
Panama, Kolokotroni Akti Miaouli 23, Piraeus ~ 411·9497 
Paraguay, Alopekis 2 .................................... ~ 724-9411 
Peru, Vas Sofias 1 05-107 .............................. ~ 641-1221 
Philippines, Xenofondos 9 .......... .. ~ 324-1615 
Poland, Chrissanthemon 22, Pal Psychiko .. .. ~ 671-6917 
Portugal, Karneadou 44 ................................ ~ 729·0096 
Romania, Em Benaki 7, Pal Psychiko ............ ~ 671-8020 
Saudi Arabia, 
Marathonodromou 71, Pal Psychiko .............. ~ 671-691 1 
Senegal, Akti Miaouli 87, Piraeus .................. ~ 452-6384 
Seychelles, Tsokopoulou 10 ........................... ~ 684-7294 
Somalia, Sikelianou 4 ..................................... ~ 647·4201 
South Africa, Kifissias 124 & latridou ............. ~ 692·2125 
South Korea, Eratosthenous 1 ....................... ~ 701-2122 
Spain, Vas Sofias 29 ..................................... ~ 721-4885 
Sudan, Ag. Sofias 5, Neo Psychiko ................ ~ 671·4763 
Sweden, Vas Konstantinou 7 ......................... ~ 729-0421 
Switzerland, lassiou 2 ..................................... ~ 723·0364 
Syria, Marathonodromou 79, Pal Psychiko .... ~ 672-5577 
Thailand, Taygetou 23, Pal Psychiko ....... ...... ~ 671-7969 
Toga, Filellinon 7 ............................................. ~ 323·0330 
Tunisia, Ethnikis Antistasseos 91, Halandri ... ~ 671-7590 
Turkey, Vas Georgiou B 8 ............................... ~ 724-5915 
United Kingdom, Ploutarchou 1 ................ ~ 723-6211/19 
USA, Vas Sofias 91 ......................................... ~ 721 ·2951 
USSR, Nikiforou Lytra 28, Pal Psychiko ......... ~ 672·5235 
Uruguay, Lykavittou 1 ................................... ~361 -3549 

Vatican, Mavili 2, Psychiko ...................... ~ 647-3598 
Venezuela, Vas Sofias 112 ............................. ~ 770·9962 
Yemen, Patission 9 ......................................... ~ 524-6324 
Yugoslavia, Vas Sofias 1 06 ........................... ~ 777-4344 
Zaire, Vas Konstantinou 2 ............................. ~ 701-6171 

UN Offices 

Information Centre (UNIC), Amalias 36 .......... ~ 322·9624 
High Commission for Refugees, Skoufa 59 .... ~ 363·3607 
Environment Program (UNEP/MAP) .............. ~ 724-4536 

Ministries 

Agriculture, Acharnon 2 ................................. ~ 524-8555 
Commerce, Kanigos Sq 15 ............................ ~ 361·6241 
Communications, Xenofondos 13 ....... : .......... ~ 325-1211 
Culture & Sciences, Aristidou 14 ................... ~ 324-3015 
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Education, Mitropoleos 15 ............................. 'a' 323·0461 
Energy & Natural Resources, 
Mihalakopoulou 80 ........................................ 'a' 770-8616 
Finance, Karageorgi Servias 10 ... 'a' 322-4071, 322·6014 
Foreign Affairs, Akademias 1 .................... ..... 'a' 361·0581 
Health & Welfare, Aristotelous 17 ................... 'a' 523-2821 
Interior, Stadiou 27 ........................................ 'a' 322·3521 
Justice, Socratous & Zinonos ........................ 'a' 522·5903 
Labor, Pireos 40 ............................................ 'a' 523·31 1 0 
Merchant Marine, 
Greg Lambraki 150, Piraeus ...... .................... 'a' 412-1211 
National Defense, Holargos Sq ..................... 'a' 646-5201 
National Economy, Syntagma Sq ................... 'a' 323·0931 
Northern Greece, Thessaloniki ............... 'a' (031) 26-4321 
Planning, Housing & Environment, 
Amaliados 17 .. ............................................ 'a' 634-1460 
Presidency, El Venizelou 15 ........................... 'a' 364·0502 
Press & Information, Zalokosta 10 .................. 'a' 363·0911 
Prime Minister's Office, Jrodou Attikou 19 ...... 'a' 724·0654 
Public Order, Katehaki 1 ................................ 'a' 692-9210 
Social Security, Stadiou 29 .. .......................... 'a' 323-9010 

Banks 

The addresses listed are those of the central offices. Most 
branches also have a number of suburban and rural 
branches. All banks are open from Barn to 2pm Monday to 
Thursday; Friday, Barn to 1:30pm. 
National Bank of Greece, Kar Servias 2 ......... 'a' 321·0411 
Commercial Bank, Sophokleous 11 ............... '<I< 321 ·0911 
Ionian and Popular Bank, Panepistimiou 45 'a' 322-5501 
Bank of Greece, Panepistimiou 21 ................. 'a' 320·11 11 
Credit Bank, Stadiou 40 .................................. 'a' 324-5111 
The following exchange centres are open extra hours: 
Barn - 9pm, Mon- Fri; Barn - 8 pm Sat, Sun: 
National Bank, Kar Servias & Stadiou ............ 'a' 322·2738 
Mon • Fri 8:30am - 1:30pm. • 3:30 • 7:30pm: 
Hilton Hotel, Vas Sofias 46 ................ ............ 'a' 722-0201 
Foreign Banks 
Algemene Bank Nederland 
Paparigopoulou 3 Klafthmonos Sq ................ 'a' 324·3973 
American Express, Panepistimiou 31 ......... 'a' 323·4781·4 
Arab Bank, Stadiou 1 0 ................................. 'a' 325-5401 /2 
Arab-Hellenic Bank, Syngrou 80-88 ............... 'a' 902·0946 
Bank of America, Panepistimiou 39 ............... 'a' 325-1901 
Bank of Nova Scotia, Panepistimiou 37 ......... 'a' 324-3891 
Bank of Saderat (Iran), Panepistimiou 25 ....... 'a' 324-9531 
Bankers Trust, Stadiou 3 ................................ 'a' 322-9835 
Banque Franco-Hellenique de Commerce International 
et Maritime S.A., Amalias 12 ........................... 'a' 323-9701 
Banque Nationale de Paris, 5 Koumbari ........ 'a' 364 ·3713 
Barclays Bank, Voukourestiou 15 .................. 'a' 364-4311 
Chase Manhattan, Korai 3 .................. ........... 'a' 323-7711 
Citibank, Othonos 8, ........................................ 'a' 3227471 
Kolonaki Sq ..................................................... 'a' 361·8619 
Akti Miaouli 47·49, Piraeus ............................. 'a' 452·3511 
Credit Commerciai,Amalias 20 ....................... 'a' 324-1831 
Grindlays Bank, 
Merlin 7 ........................................................... 'a' 362·4601 
Akti Miaouli 93, Piraeus .................................. 'a' 411-1753 
Morgan Grenfell, 19-20 Kolonaki Sq .............. 'a' 360·6456 
National Westminster Bank, 
Merarchias?, Piraeus ..................................... '3'411 -7415 
Stadiou 24, Athens ........................................ 'a' 325·0924 
Dragoumi 3, Thessaloniki ....................... 'a' (031) 531-006 
Societe Generale, lppokratous 23 .................. 'a' 364-201 o 
The Royal Bank of Scotland PLC, . 
Akti Miaouli 61 ............................................... 'a' 452-7483 

Places of Worship 
-------------------

· Agia lrmil, Aeolou .................................. 'a' 322·6042 
Agios Dimitrios (Ambelokipi) ........................... 'a' 646·4315 
Agios Grigorios (Armenian), Kriezi 10 ............ 'a' 325·2149 
Agios Sotir, Kidathineon ................................ 'a' 322-4633 
Beth Shalom Synagogue, Melidoni 8 .............. 'a' 325·2823 
Chrisospilotissa, Aelou 60 .............................. 'a' 321·6357 
Christos Kirche (German Evangelical), 
Sina 66 ......................................................... 'a' 361-2713 
Church of Christ International, Pireos 28 ........ 'a' 524·5527 
Crossroads International Christian Centre, 
Lambrou Katsoni 58 (Ambelokipi) .................. 'a' 644-6980 
First Church of Christ (Scientist), 
Viss;trionos?A ................................................ '3' 721-1520 
Metropolis (Cathedral), Metropoleos .............. 'a' 322·1308 
Mosque, Caravel Hotel, 
Vas. Alexandrou 2 ........................................... 'a' 729-0721 
St Andrews Protestant Church, 
3 Papanikoli, Papagou .................................. 'a' 652·1401 
SI Denis (Catholic), Venizelou 24 .................. 'a' 362·3603 
SI Nikodimos (Russian Orthodox), 
Fillellinon 21 .................................................... 'a' 323·1 090 

SI Paul's (Anglican), Filellinon 29 .................. 'a' 721-4906 
SI Peter's (Anglican), Kifissia ......................... 'a' 807-5335 
Scandinavian Church (Swedish), 
Akti Themistokleous 282, Piraeus ................. 'a' 451-6564 
Trinity Baptist Church, Vouliagmenis 58 ......... 'a' 964·9486 
Church of 7th Day Adventists, 
Keramikou 18 .................. ............ .................. 'a' 522·4962 

Cultural Organizations and 
Archaeological Institutes 

American School of Classical Studies, 
Souidias 54 ........................................... ......... 'a' 723·6314 
Archaeological School of the Netherlands, 
Alex. Soutsou 24, ............................................ 'a' 362-2555 
Australian Archaeol. Institute, Zacharitsa 23, 'a' 324-4842 
Belgian Archaeol. School, Lavrion ............ 'a' (0292)25158 
British Council, Kolonaki Square 17, ........ 'a' 363·321 1/15, 
360-6011/15 
British School of Archaeol. Souidias 52 .......... 'a' 721·0974 
Canadian Archaeol.lnstitute, Gennadiou 2B, 'a' 722-3201 
Centre for Acropolis Studies, Makriyianni 2-4 'a' 921-9474 
Finish Archaeol.lnstitute, Kariatidon 18, ........ 'a' 922·1152 
French School of Archaeology, Didotou 6 ...... 'a' 361·2518 
Fulbright Foundation, Vas Sofias 6 ................ 'a' 724-1811 
German School of Archaeology, Fidiou 1, ...... 'a' 362-0092 
Goethe Institute, Omirou 14·16 ..................... 'a' 360-8111 
Hellenic American Union, Massalias 22 ......... 'a' 362·9886 
lnstitut Fran~ais, Sina 31 ................................ 'a' 361-5575 
Branch: Massalias 18 .................................... 'a' 361-0013 
Jnstituto ltaliano di Cultura,Patission 47 ......... 'a' 522·9294 
Jewish Community Centre, Melidoni 8 ........... 'a' 325-2823 
Norwegian Institute, Kavaloti 5 ...................... 'a' 923-1351 
Soc. for Study of Modern Greek Culture, 
Sin a 46 ......................................................... 'a' 363-9872 
Spanish Cultural Institute, Skoufa 31 .............. 'a' 360-3568 
Swedish Archaeological Institute, 
Mitseon 9 ........................................................ 'a' 923·21 02 
The Lyceum of Greek Women, Dimokritou 14 'a' 361-1042 

Educational Institutions 

The Alpine Centre, 39 Pat.loakim .......... 'a' 721·3076/3700 
American Community Schools ....................... 'a' 639-3200 
Athens Centre ............................................... 'a' 701-2268 
Athens College (Psychiko) ............................. 'a' 671·4621 
Athens College (Kantza) ................................. 'a' 665·9991 
Byron College (Maroussi) ............................... 'a' 804·9162 
Campion School ............................................. 'a' 813·2013 
CEL T, A.Frantzi 4, 117 45 Athens ................. 'a' 922-2065 
College Year in Athens ................................... 'a' 721·8746 
Deree College (Ag Paraskevi) ........................ 'a' 639·3250 
Dropfeld Gymnasium .................................... 'a' 682-0921 
Eurolink Training Centre, lpitou 9 ........ : .......... 'a' 323-6230 
European University, Makri 12, Makriyianni 
.................................................... 'a' 922-0106, 922-5853. 
Green Hill School, Kifissia ...................... 'a' 801· 7115/872 
Hellinikon ...................................................... 'a' 961 ·2732 
Ionic Centre, Lysiou 11, PI aka ..................... 'a' 324-6614/5 
Italian School .................................................. 'a' 228-0338 
La Verne College ....................... 'a' 807-7357/8,800-1118 
Ly~ee Fran~ais ............................................... 'a' 362-4301 
Kifissia Montessori School ............................ 'a' 808-0322 
Mediterranean College, Akadimias 98 'a' 364·6022151 16 
Pooh Corner .................................................... 'a' 801·1827 
Southeastern College .................................. 'a' 364·3405, 
SI Catherine's British Embassy ...................... 'a' 282-9750 
SI Lawrence College .......... , .......................... 'a' 894·2725 
Stepping Stones Bicultural Children's Centre, 'a' 751-1965 
Tasis Hellenic·lnternational School ................ 'a' 808·1426 
The Old Mill (remedial) .... ................................ 'a' 801·2558 
3·4·5 Brii.Nursery Sch., Pal Fallron ................ 'a' 983-2204 
University Centre for Recognition of 
Foreign Degrees, Syngrou 112 ...................... 'a' 923· 7835 
TASIS Elementary................... .. .. 'a' 681·4753 

Social/Sports Clubs 

The AikidoAssoc., 3Sept.144 ....................... '3'881 ·1768 
Alcoholics Anonymous, Eratosthenous 13, Pangrati. 

........................... 'a' 962-7122. 962·7218, 701-1977. 
AI-Anon, ........................................ 'a' 779-6017, 935·3873 
Amnesty International, Mavromichali 20 ........ 'a' 360·0628 
Athenian Hockey Club .................. 'a' 802-9530, 807·7719 
The Athens Singers ............................ ........... 'a' 801-3672 
American Legion, Tziraion 9 .......................... 'a' 922-0067 
ACS Tennis Club, Halandri ............................ 'a' 639·3200 
AOK Tennis Club, Kifissia . ..................... ....... 'a' 801 -31 oo 
Athens Tennis Club, Vas Olgas 2 .................. 'a' 923-2872 
Attica Tennis Club, Filothei ............................. 'a' 681·2557 
Au Pair Homestay USA (Ell) 'a' 808·1005 
Belgian-Greek Business Circle, Othonos 8 .... 'a' 322-0723 
Canadian Women's Club ...... : ....................... 'a' 804-3823 

Daughters of Penelope, ....................... .......... 'a' 952-3030 
Democrats Abroad ....... ......................... ... 'a' 722-4645 
Ekali Club, Lofou 15, Ekali .......... ..... ............. 'a' 813·2685 
English Speaking Society .......... .................... 'a' 672·5485 
Fed of Bridge Clubs, Evripidou 6 ..... .. ...... 'a' 321-0490 
Fed of Greek Excursion Clubs, .. .. ....... .. .... 'a' 323-4107 
Gliding Club of Athens, Pafsaniou 8 .. .. .. 'a' 723·5158 
Golf Club, Glyfada .......................................... 'a' 894-6820 
Greek Girl Guides Association .... ... 'a' 323-5794 
Greek Scout Association, Ptolemeo 1 ............ 'a' 724·4437 
Greek Touring Club, Polytechniou 12 ............. 'a' 524·8600 
Hash House Harriers Jogging Club, Kifissia 'a' 808-0565 
Hippodrome, Faliro ....................................... 'a' 941 ·7761 
Overeaters Anonymous ................................ 'a' 346-2800 
Players English Theatre Group ....................... 'a' 202·2316 
The Players ..................................................... 'a' 666-6394 
Republicans Abroad (Greece) ....................... 'a' 681·5747 
Riding Club of Greece, Paradissos ................ 'a' 682·6128 
Riding Club of Athens, Gerakas ..................... 'a' 661-1 088 
Spastics Society ............................................. 'a' 701 ·5634 
Sports Centre, Agios Kosmas ......................... 'a' 981 ·5572 
Politia Club, Aristotelous 18, .............. ............ 'a' 801-1566 
Vera Tennis Club, Nea Filothei .. ..................... 'a' 681-3562 
World Wide Fund for Nature ........ . 'a' 362-3342, 363-4661 
Yacht Club of Greece, Microlimano ............ .... 'a' 417·9730 
YMCA (XAN) Omirou 28 ........ .................... .. .. 'a' 362-6970 
YWCA (XEN) Amerikis 11 ...... .............. ......... 'a' 362·4291 

Business Associations 

Athens Association of Commercial Agents, 
Voulis 15 .......................................... . 'a' 323·2622 
Athens Business and Professional Women 's Club 
Ag Zonis 57 .......................... ......................... 'a' 861 -3522 
Athens Cosmopolitan Lions Club 
(Mr P Baganis) .............................................. 'a' 360-1311 
Danish Business Association 
c/o Esser Travel .......................... .................. 'a' 894·8848 
European Economic Community (EEC), 
Vas Sofias 2 ................................................... 'a' 724-3982 
Fed of Greek Industries, Xenofondos 5 ...... .. .. 'a' 323·7325 
Foreign Press Association, Akademias 23 ..... 'a' 363-7318 
Greek Productivity Centre (EL·KE-PA), ..... ... 'a' 360·0411 
Hellenic Cotton Board, Syngrou 150 .............. 'a' 922-5011 
Hellenic Export Promotion Council ................ 'a' 322·6871 
Hellenic Shipowners' Association, ................. 'a' 411·8011 
National Org. of Hellenic Handicrafts .............. 'a' 322·1017 
National Statistical Service ............................. 'a' 324· 7805 
Propeller Club, .......... ........ ............. .. .. 'a' 778-3698 
Rotary Club, Kriezotou 3 ...... .. ......... 'a' 362·3150 
Thessaloniki International Fair, ................ 'a' (031 )23-9221 

Chambers of Commerce 

Greek 
Athens Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
Akadimias7·9 ....................................... '3' 360·4815/241 1 
Chamber of Fine Arts of Greece, 
Mitropoleos 28 ................................................ 'a' 323-1230 
Geotechnical Chamber of Greece 
Venizelou 64, Thessaloniki .......... ........ 'a' (031 )278817/18 
The Hellenic Chamber for Development and · 
Economic Cooperation with Arab Countries, 
180 Kifissias, Neo Psychiko ......... 'a' 671-1210,672-6882 
Handicrafts Chamber of Athens, 
Akadimias 18 .................................................. 'a' 363-0253 
Hellenic Chamber of Hotels,Stadiou 4 ........... 'a' 323·6641 
Hellenic Chamber of Shipping, .. .................... 'a' 411·881 1 

· International, Chamber of Commerce 
Kaningos 27 ............................. .. ........ 'a' 361·0879 
Piraeus Chamber of Commerce & Industry, 
Loudovikou 1, Plateia Roosevelt ................... 'a' 417 · 7241 
Professional Chamber of Athens, 
Panepistimiou 44 ........................................... 'a' 360-1651 
Foreign Chambers of Commerce 
American Hellenic, Kanari 16 ......................... 'a' 361-8385 
Arab Hellenic, 180 Kifissias ............................ 'a' 647·3761 
British Hellenic, Vas Sofias 25 ....... 'a' 721 -0493,721 ,0361 
Far East Trade Centre (Rep of China) 
Vas Sofias 54 ...................................... ........... 'a' 724-3107 
French, Vas Sofias ?a ................... 'a' 362-5516,362-5545 
German Hellenic, Dorilaiou 1 0-12 .................. 'a' 644-4546 
Hong Kong Trade Development Council, 
Vas Alexandrou 2 .. ...................................... .. 'a' 724-6723 
Italian, Mitropoleos 25 ................ ................... 'a' 323·4551 
Japan External Trade Organization, 
Koumbari 4 ..................... .. ............... 'a' 363·0820 
Taipei Economic and Cultural Office, 
Vas Sofias 54 ................................................. 'a' 724·31 07 
Yugoslav, Valaoritou 17 .............................. .. 'a' 361-8420 
Christie's, Vas Soflas 27 (Ms L Logotheti) ...... 'a' 721·9755 
Sotheby's, Panepistimiou 6 (Mr I. Sotiropoulos) 
..... ................................................ '3'361·5450,361·5343 Cross-Cultural Association ............................. 'a' 804-1212 1--------- - __ __ ,, _ _ ______ ____________ _ -----------------" 
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T ASIS HELLENIC 
The Best of Anglo-American 
Educational Traditions 

T ASIS HELLENIC International School offers the 
be.st of both worlds: challenging American 
college-preparatory and British IGCSE/GCE 
programmes located in the beautiful Athens suburbs 
of Kifissia and Vrilissia. This unique school offers: 
• Co-educational international day and boarding school 

for grades PRE-K -13 
• U.S. college-preparatory, British !GCSE, and ESL curricula 
• Small classes taught in a safe, caring community 
• Dedicated and fully qualified British and American faculty 
• Successful UK, US, and international university placement 
• Complete sports programme and extra-curricular activities 
• Travel, field trips and excursions throughout Europe 
• Fully accredited by MSA and DoDDS 
• Summer programmes with TASIS Schools in Switzerland, 

England and Greece 

TASIS HELLENIC International School: 
a small school with a big heart 

For uctails contact: 
Director of Admissions 
T ASIS HELLENIC 
Tel: 8081-426 or 8012-362 
Fax: 8018-421 

THE ATHENIAN PRESS, LTD. 

is the publisher of 

A lee Kitroeff' s 
The Bananaless Republic 
THE HUMOROUS SIDE OF GREECE IN THE 80s BY THE ATHENIAN'S STAR COLUMNIST 

Sketches by Susa Avela 

Give the gift of laughter to yourself and your friends. 

Please send D copy/copies of 
0 TO ME 0 AS A GIFT 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________ _ 

Address:------------------------------------------------------------------­
City, zip .code: --------------------------------------------------------------
Country: . 
0 I enclose a check or money postal order for 1350 drs ( 9 $) per copy, 

plus 300 drs (2 $)per copy for postage/handling: total ____ __ 
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