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TRAVEL IN THE OUTSTANDING NEW

An outstanding class for people who
excel!
In this world of vanishing borders between
East and West, Olympic Airways is constantly
striving to make you more comfortable as you
fly to the five continents.
As a result of these. efforts, the outstanding new
“Olympian Executive Class” has been created.
Businessmen will especially appreciate the services
provided in “Olympian Executive Class”. They include the

following:
1. When booking your flight, you will be able to reserve any

seat you want.
2. Check-in will be in a special area of the airport.
3. Separate boarding and disembarking.
4. Your luggage will have priority loading and you will be allowed 30 kg.
5. You will be permitted three days parking — absolutely FREE — in the

supervised airport parking lot at Ellenikon. :
6. You will have access to the special “OLYMPIAN EXECUTIVE CLASS”

lounge at Ellenikon, where you will have at your disposal — again FREE of
charge — telephones, fax, television and post office services, to ensure that you
can communicate directly and smoothly with any place in the world, as well as
international and Greek newspapers, magazines and other printed matter to keep
you informed.
7. Access to VIP lounges, wherever such exist, in all airports to which Olympic Airways
flies throughout the world.
8. Superb meals, choice wines and liqueurs.
9. According to your dietary needs or preferences, you may even select your own meal when
reserving your seat or when your ticket is issued.

10. A selection of 2 menus.
11. On Intercontinental flights Olympic Airways now provides you with a specialy designed seat with

foot rest, adjustable head rest and adjustable seat back to fit the contour of your back. We also
provide you with amemty kits.
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If you're living in Greece, we'd like to give you your own
AI&T Calling Card. Free. You'll find it’s a big help.

To get it, you only need to have a VISA® MasterCard® or American
Express® Card account.

With an AT&T Calling Card, you can use A1&T USADirect® Service
and get directly through to an AT&T Operator in the States anytime you
call. From more than 95 countries. And when you're traveling in the States,
it makes calling everywhere easier. Using the card, you'll get an itemized
record of all your calls too, with your monthly credit card statement.

To apply for your free AT&T Calling Card, simply call us at 6852451,
Ext.30 Or write for an application to: AT&T Mediterranean Ltd, 64 Kifissias
Avenue, 151 25 Maroussi, Athens, Greece.

You'll like having the US. in your pocket. And all the help you'll be
able to get from AT&T.
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Coiffure COSTAS

The latest in halrstyles
for men and women

Miltiadou 5, Kifissia (near the Post Office)
Tel: 808-0576 — 801-7080

1q- « Pastry
" & Baking

Get ready for:
® Chrlstmas Pastries & Desserts @ Artistic Decorations
@ Chocolates and Pralines @ Pettitfours and biscuits

2: Bartending

@ Bar Operations @ Mixology
@ Costing & Purchasing
@ Wine Connoisseurship

For more information please contact

-
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LZH The Alpine Center

FOR HOTEL AND TOURISM MANAGEMENT
ASSOCIATE INSTITUTE OF IHTTI- SWITZERLAND

.THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE 39 PATRIARCHOU IOAKIM ST., GR-106 75 ATHENS
TEL. 7213076, 721 3700, 894 5808, TELEX: 22 2700 FIMI GR, FAX: 898 1189
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LETTERS

IMMORTAL ARISTOPHANES
Dear Editor,

For the Hellenic Diaspora your The
Athenian is, indeed, a very welcome
monthly arrival with its content of the
cultural activities in Greece. The poli-
tical matter is especially interesting be-
cause of the changes in government
which have recently occurred and con-
tinue to occur. I thought it advisable
recently to act upon the advice of Lord
Baldwin the First Earl of Bewdly who
would have the statesman know Aris-
tophanes’ The Knights, by heart.
Although I am no statesman and do not
know the play by heart, I have read it
carefully, and to my sufprise have
-found it to be so relevant to modern
politics in Greece that I find myself
perplexed by the fact that I see no
mention of it as being the longest-
running play in Athens today.

Theodore A. James
Cape of Good Hope
South Africa

TOP HAT, BOTTOM MARKS
Dear Editor,

Shame, Shame, Shame! I suppose
your switchboard has been lit up for
months by outraged Irving Berlin fans
protesting, your attribution of “Cheek
to Cheek” to Cole Porter (August
issue, 1991, p.7). As everyone knows,
Berlin wrote “Cheek to Cheek” in 1935
for the Fred and Ginger movie, Top
Hat.

But I'm sure this was merely a lap-
sus calami on your part. I've been
playing piano professionally all my life
and I once announced “Ev’rything I
love,” which is by Cole Porter, as a
tune by Jerome Kern. Did I blush!

Rather, stick to analogies from
Frank Loesser and Harold Arlen tunes.
Anyone can mix those up!

Frank J. Frost
Athens

THE PATRIARCHATE AND
HELLENISM
Dear Editor,

The new world which is unfolding
before us at this moment is a world
where geopolitical calculations have
become dominant, where religion is
once again a political category of the
first importance and the old categories
.of class struggle disappear from the
minds of most political actors.

Greece is in an extremely bad posi-

tion in the new geopolitical map: it is
under threat from Turkey on the one
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hand, strengthened now in its sense of
mission as the protagonist of secularism
in the Muslim world, eyeing with grow-
ing contempt the return of the Euro-
peans to their Christian churches and
building ever stronger links with Soviet
Central Asia. It is under threat from
Europe on the other hand: the victors
in the holy war against ‘the East’.
Already Eastern Europe is being over-
run with Catholic and Fundamentalist
Christian fanatics whose contempt for
the Orthodox as “soft on Communism”
is as intense as that of the supporters of
the Ayatollah Khomeini. We see the
first fruits of their presence in Croatia.

Yeltsin and his supporters, which
now means the Christian Liberals and
the new Social Democrats of Russia,
the New Democracy party and the Left
Coalition here in Greece, have thus
become deadly enemies of ‘Hellenism’.
Gorbachev continues as ever as the
moderator, now between the world of
Russia and Orthodoxy, and the world
of the other republics and particular the
Islamic states of Central Asia. By mak-
ing his peace with the Orthodox
Church and demolishing the totalita-
rian state that has both persecuted and
at the same time protected this church
since the Bolshevik Revolution, Yeltsin
has exposed the church and the com-
munity (including the atheists of that
community) of which it is a part, to
fanatical enemies on both sides. The
Europe which protects Boris Yeltsin is
no longer a protector of the secular and
enlightened elements in Greek society.

W. Hall
Athens

AIR DISTURBANCES

Dear Editor, _

I write to you in the hope that you
may be able to assist in rectifying the
undesirable situation which I describe
below.

There is, I believe, a practice range
for the Air-Force on the island of Schi-
za, off the southwest coast of the Pelo-
ponnese. In the course of their man-
oeuvres, military jets swoop in towards
Schiza at low level over Methoni and its
environs causing, as you can well im-
agine, intense levels of sound, often
unexpected.

This practice strikes me as being
wholly inconsiderate of the population
of the area, which normally enjoys a
rural tranquility.

What has particularly prompted this
letter, was witnessing the effect these
low level jet streams can have on anim-

‘als. I happened to be watching a

tethered goat grazing nearby. At that

instant an aircraft passed directly over-
head which caused such panic in the
unfortunate animal, that he bolted. By
the time he reached the end of his
tether he was moving at quite a speed,
only to be brought up so abruptly that
he performed a complete somersault,
striking the ground with considerable
violence. I was surprised to see that his
neck had not broken.

Now, what about similar incidents
elsewhere, perhaps unseen? What ab-
out the possibility of stress generation
in milk or egg producing creatures? Not
to mention the effect on humans, espe-
cially old folk, by the sound of the air
being violently shredded as the aircraft
pass overhead.

A request should be sent to the
Ministry of National Defense to alter, if
possible, flight paths such as the
approach to Schiza over the sea, or
move the range to an area, perhaps an
isolated island, whereby public disturb-
ance may be avoided.

Thank you for your assistance in
this matter.

C. Verbaan
Methoni,Messinias

MULE TRACK
Dear Editor,

1 have recently returned from the
island of Sifnos, where a road is pre-
sently under construction from the
main town of Apollonia to the pre-
viously remote bay of Vathy.

But at a time when Greece is persis-
tently requesting the return of “its mar-
bles”, it is nothing short of a disaster
that in making this road, a magnificent,
centuries-old, mule track is being com-
pletely destroyed, which in my experi-
ence that includes travel over 22 years
to 52 Greek islands, is unique.

I fear it is too late to prevent this
tragedy-in-the making, but surely it is
time the authorities woke to the re-
sponsibilities of doing their own bit to
preserve such a vital cultural heritage?

Simon Lanyon,
London

Aegina Eysores Corrected

In reference to the historical sketch
of Aegina appearing in the Novem-
ber issue, p.24, it was Pericles who
called the island “the eysore of
Piracus” not of Athens.

Alfonso Fadrigo, who married
Maroula, heiress of Aegina, in 1317
was the bastard son of King
Frederick II of Sicily, son of Pedro
III of Aragon, not of Emperor
Frederick II.

The Research Editor apologizes to
readers and the author.
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ROBIN HOOD AND THE SHERIFF OF NOTTINGHAMOPOLIS

ne evening last month Pre-
mier Mitsotakis, the implac-
able Sheriff of Greece, had the

nerve to sit down in front of a pretty
painting by Volanakis and for two
hours harangue three TV journalists
(and a national-wide audience) on all
the things that are going wrong in this
country. It was an impressive list.

It's amazing what people will put up
with from the governments they elect.
It must be the secret of democracy’s
uncanny strength whose 2500 birthday
we have been celebrating here in its
cradle, Athens, this year. Leaders of
other forms of government are easier to
handle. People chop heads off kings,
shoot tsars, hang dictators upside
down, feed emperors poisoned
mushrooms, and suffocate princes of
the blood, but what can one do with the
likes of the Prime Minister?

He has said the country may go
broke servicing its 55 billion dollar pub-
lic debt unless drastic measures are
taken. He has fired thousands of public
workers and raised the price of fuel and
basic service such as water and electric-
ity by 300 percent in a desperate effort
to raise revenue. Now he’s selling off
all our beautiful islands to pay the bills.

Even horrid Col. Papadopoulos had
the kindness to set our bones in plaster
casts since we were so morally weak,
but now we can’t even afford gypsum.
[t upsets our balance of payments.

In the old days when things weren’t
going well at home (which was most of
the time) at least everything was alright
abroad. Now our neighbors are getting
restless. President Ozal says the Dode-
canese are really Turkish, Premier De-
mirel says Greece is trying to conquer
Cyprus the way it did Crete (!?),
Skopje covets the gold that Mr Andro-
nikos has found in the Vergina tombs,
the Serbo-Croat war is preventing
Greek trucks from reaching Europe,

and” runaway Albanians are taking .

away local jobs by accepting a wage of
3000 drachmas a day (and no taxes!).
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Now to add insult to injury, the
government is complaining that
Greeks are not making enough babies.
Bad enough that it’s got deep into our
wallets; now they want to get into our
bedrooms and start giving orders.

“Give birth or we’re lost!” banner-
headlined Eleftherotypia one day when
there was no 17 November terrorist
proclamation to print. Greece’s rate of
population increases only by 0.2 per-
cent annually; that of Turkey by 2.0,
ten times higher. In the last decade the
rate of population increase dropped
86.6 percent, and by the year 2020,
according to official statistics the
population will plummet from 10.0 to
8.5 million, ‘

Before spreading innuendos, the
government might do well to examine
its own policy. It should have noted last
month amongst the millions who went
on strike and marched in downtown
Athens to protest all these austerities,
there was a determined group of people
in sunglasses carrying electric guitars,
synthesizers and heavy metal accom-
paniments.

These overworked disco entertain-
ers were squinting as they marched
down Stadiou because they so rarely
see the sun. The reason? ND has lifted
all restrictions on the early closing of
clubs and bars and they no longer have
to shut down at 3 am. They can go on
till dawn, or just around the clock.

The reason? Money, money, of
course. Those Europeans with their
quaint pub restrictions flock down to
Greece to spend their abundance on a
bit of noctural, life-enhancing gaiety.
But the entertainers themselves are not
so happy about the sweat-shop hours.

Take the life of an average Greek
today: Bank clerk in the morning; con-
struction worker in the afternoon. DJ-
ing all night; and weekends spend fid-
dling with the receipt roll in his

~spouse’s shop’s costly, official cash-reg-

ister. How can one have the energy left
to make babies?

Democracy always furnishes a way
out. There is an opposition. There
is a way out of it all. Every sheriff of
Nottingham has his Robin Hood, and
last month he reappeared. While the
prime minister was telling everyone to
belt-tighten, there were at twilight on
November 15 stirrings in the Forest of
Pedion Areos, and out sprang Andreas
and his merrie green men with Maid
Mimi by his side and heaters behind to
warm the posterior of the People’s
Choice while he exhorted them to grea-
ter things. Wielding their mighty bows-
and-arrows Douglas Fairbanks, Errol
Flynn and Kevin Costner altogether
could never musterd a crowd like
Andreas. Waving seas of green plastic
flags and blowing kiddies’ horns, they
filled Alexandras Avenue to the east
and Patission to the south. Robin was
hale and hearty, and any Friar Tucks
and Little Johns in PASOK who have
ideas about power-sharing better think
of something else.

But, sadly, this spectacle looked
very much a thing of the past; medieval
in fact. Yet it’s wonderful that old
Hollywood still has a place in real life
somewhere; and that there are studio
people who can still afford it. They said
they brought busloads down from
Boeotia and shiploads up from Crete
(and paid supporters, some said, 7000
drachma each, not including trans-
portation, of course).

The Sheriff is hell-bound to get
Greece into Europe, and in a single
gear, but Robin Hood has other ideas.
“Elections now!” he shouted. Rob the
rich and give to the poor. In. other
words, when we’re back in office we’ll
get our hands on all that nice EC-loan
money, spread it around, and have a
high old time.

“The most beautiful thing about
Greece,” wrote Marguerite Yourcenar,
“is that it partakes of both East and
West. It is two worlds at the same
time.” Whatever is said about, it its
opposite is equally true.
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FREE-FOR-ALL
IN THE BALKANS GAME

aybe there is something to
learn from looking at Dub-
rovnik being blown up on

TV. Nobody who built it ever thought
to make it pretty for tourists. History
just made it that way, and history is
taking care of it now. All those fantas-
tic walls weren’t built for beautiful peo-
ple to stroll on, but to keep out the
enemy. That is the way it is still. In the
Balkans it isn’t clear who is a friend and
who isn’t.

The reason the Balkans are called
the powder keg of Europe is that his-
tory there hasn’t been sufficiently orga-
nized and still has a way of blowing up
in one’s face. Greece likes to think that
it is free of the Balkans and yet still a
part of it. Both are true.

One doesn’t have to look far to find
reasons why Greece has been opposed
to the imposition of EC sanctions on
Serbia, or why it would veto them if,
and when, it could. Forty percent of
Greece’s trade with the EC goes
through Yugoslavia, and given the
terrible economic impasse it is in, the
country could just financially slip under
the table if Serbia retaliated against any
EC sanctions that Greece even tacitly

agreed to. President  Slobodan

" Milosenic is perfectly aware of this

awkward fact.

The Foreign Ministry informs that
beside the land trade 80 percent of its
ground telecommunication is via
Yugoslavia and a substantial amount of
its electricity comes from there. In the
opposite direction Greece supplies Ser-
bia with the equivalent of two million
tons of oil annually because of the
Croatian blockade on Adriatic ports.

Trade is not the only reason to flirt a
bit with Belgrade. Brain-child of Tito
and bane to just about everyone else is
the upstart Republic of Macedonia.
The very name is odious to Hellenes,
who call it Skopje. This reaction may
seem overdramatized and the historic
claims redundant, but it is a fact that
Skopje has kept up an aggressive fuss
about ‘unredeemed’ Macedonians
beyond its borders for decades.

Greece would like to feel that it can
play a stabilizing role in the Balkans.
The question is, who wants it? In Bul-
garia, the new government of Dimitrov
has taken the Moslim minority into its
coalition, making it closer to Ankara.
This makes Athens a bit nervous.

“WITH WORKS OF LOVE ALONE”

The enthronement of the Metropolitan of Chalcedon as Bartholomeos
I, 270th Oecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, took place on
November 2. The large Greek delegation which attended the ceremony

was led by Premier Mitsotakis.

- The new Patriarch was born Dimitrios Arhonitis on the island of
Imbros in 1940. He graduated from the Halki School of Theology and
continued his studies, first in Rome where he wrote his thesis on Canon
Law, and later in Switzerland and Germany. He begame Metropolitan
of Filadelfia in 1973 and has been a member of the Patriarchate’s Holy

Synod since 1974.

Bartholomeos knows seven languages and is an experienced diplo-
mat. As vice-chairman of the ‘Faith and Order’ Committee of the
World Council of Churches he has attended many ecclesiastical confer-
ences all over the world. It is thought he will pursue a forceful

oecumenical policy.

“We pledge before God and the people,” he said in his first
message, “that our Patriarchate will be motivated by the humble effort
of having the body of the church built with concepts and resolutions,

with works of love alone.”

“What is lacking from man at the_en.d of the 20th century, despite his

incredible achievements, is love.”
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Meanwhile, Moslem Albania is feeling
the influence of Turkey while opening
up to Italy. Although Greek and Italian
Foreign Ministers de Michali and
Samaras met recently in Venice and
expressed general agreement, it is clear
that Italy takes a pro-Croatian stand in
Yugoslavia and one in Albania that
ignores the large Greek minority there.

To make matters even more fluid, a
rather large Albanian Moslim minority
in the Republic of Macedonia is begin-
ing to flex its political muscle. Mr Mit-
sotakis is now off to Romania to see
what he can do there.

There is no doubt of the govern-
ment’s good intentions in so far as it
promotes stabilization in the Balkans,
and in this the opposition is in accord.
Maybe the best thing that Greece can
do — EC and NATO member - is to
project a more coherent picture of it-
self.

While Greek diplomatic efforts
have succeeded in preventing sanctions
being imposed on Serbia specifically,
the EC’s decision to put economic res-
trictions on the republics of Yugoslavia
generally will have very serious reper-
cussions on the shaky Greek economy.

Already, Greek losses due to the
war have topped 10 million dollars a
day and will worsen if EC-sponsored
ceasefires continue to fail. The Euro-
pean Commission has agreed to com-
pensate EC countries economically
damaged by the sanctions but the
amounts and the terms are vague.

THE POLYTECHNIC
ISN'T HERE ANYMORE

On the night of 25/26 October vandals
destroyed the historic Dean’s wing of
the National Metsovian Polytechnic of
Athens. The most honored educational
institution in the country and the first
ethnic bequest expressing faith in its
future which had ever survived the
onslaught of junta tanks on November
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17,"1973, fell victim of a small group of
hoodlums and the incompetence of
administrators.

While the rector became entangled
in the legalities which grant academic
asylum to students, hoodlums burned
priceless archives, shredded historic
paintings and axed neoclassical statuary
while 1000 policemen stood helplessly
outside the gates.

Earlier in the day clashes had
broken out following a student rally in
front of the Ministry of Education de-
manding increased education alloca-
tions and protesting the reintroduction
of mid-term examinations.

The: government
said that unprecedented violence and
bloody incidents were caused by groups
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Dates: 13th Ja

announcement ‘

COURSES

FOR TEACHERS

ENOSSI FOREIGN LANGUAGES

in association with

The Bell Educational Trust

Invite applications for

RSA/UCLES Certificate in TEFLA (CTEFLA)

Part-time and full-time courses leading to this internationally
recognised EFL qualification for native speakers or equivalent.

No previous teaching experience is necessary.
nuary to 19th March 1992

(part time)

23rd March to 17th April 1992 (full-time)

RSA/UCLES Certificate for Overseas
Teachers of English (COTE)

A part-time course for non-native speaker practising

“teachers of English.

Dates: 8th January to 17th April 1992

(pending approval)

Short refresher courses for practising teachers

Start: 14th January 1992

Each block of seminars and workshops will last for 3 weeks, two

afternoon sessions per week.

For further information, contact:
ENOSSI Teacher Training Department
7 Stadiou Street - ATHENS
Tel. (01) 3232247 FAX (01) 3212827

of anarchists who exploited the student
rally, which they “infiltrated”.
Throughout the night, the centre of
Athens experienced dramatic moments
with immolation of cars, injury of per-
sons, looting of shops, thefts and

efforts to intimidate peaceloving
citizens, it said.
According to the government

announcement, about 500 anarchists
then “holed up in the Pelytechuic,
where they continued their destructive
work”. '
Attempts to condone the acts — or
non-acts — of Rector Markatos gave the
government a wilted look, but it perked
up a bit later when it announced that

“the 200 million drs in damages would

be covered by Lotto earnings.

THE SHOW MUST GO ON
(MUSTN'T IT?)

The Koskotas trial, also known as the
Bank of Crete embezzlement affair, the
Papandreou ‘dirt money’ scandal, the
Super Pamper Box Mystery, has en-
tered its ninth month, and what the
Mother of Trials is going to give birth
to, no one is quite sure.

Last month obstetricians thought
they detected interesting activity when
they heard of a note in the possession
of Mr Koskotas said to be in the hand-
writing of Andreas Papandreou asking
the banker to deposit nine million dol-
lars to his account.

Mr Koskotas was summoned back
to court in order to produce this new
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evidence. Graphologists at once dismis-
sed the note as spurious. It could not
even be credited as a forgery since the
person who wrote it had made no
attempt to copy the former prime
minister’s calligraphy.

Now another important witness, Mr
George Louvaris, a businessman and
crony of Mr Papandreou’s, cannot
appear in court for reasons of health.
He has multiple sclerosis.

As the long list of witnesses comes
to end, there are persistent whispers of
‘a political solution’, although the gov-
ernment hotly denies it. There is even
talk of another trial..

AN ISLE OF ONE’S OWN

Overruling the objections of the left-
wing opposition and environmentalists,
the government has confirmed that it is
selling or leasing 12 uninhabited small
private islands to Greek and interna-
tional tycoons or for tourism business
developers.

In tabling the information before

Parliament, Defence Minister lonannis
Varvitsiotis said his ministry has deter-
mined that no Greek military or
strategic interests are threatened by the
sale of the islands.

~ All 12 islets cited are in the Saronic
or the Gulf of Argos. The largest,
according to the parliamentary report,
covers an area of 100 acres. The selling
price for each island is reported to be
600 million drachmas (3 million US
dollars).

The government is forging ahead
with its plans to sell or to lease the islets
for 99 years, as a means of drawing
badly needed revenue to cover its re-
cord budget deficit.

AUSTERITY PROTESTS

Last month a nationwide wave of stri-
kes rocked the country with almost two
million workers protesting the gover-
nment’s EC-imposed harsh austerity
measures.

Social discontent over the economic
malaise had led to the sharpest drop yet

‘th
‘newsstand

The best selection of English paperbacks in Kifissia
36 Kiriazi Str., Kifissia

Tel:808-0461

SCIENCE SYMPOSIUM
Exclusive announcement!

The II SCIENCE SYMPOSIUM enti-
tled SCIENCE and CONSCIOUS-
NESS will take place in Athens on
January 3 — 7. It is organized by the
Athenian Society for Science and Hu-
man Development and is co-sponsored
by the Brahma Kumaris World Spir-
itual University, a Non-Governmental
Organization in Consultative status
with the Economic and Social Council
and UNICEEF affiliated to the Depart-
ment of Public Information and a Peace
Messenger Organization of the United
Nations.

The Athenian Society for Science
and Human Development promotes
activities and encourages all efforts
which seek to offer society new ideas,
new expressions and new perspectives
in science, arts and education. The
Society encourages the deepening and
broadening of self-knowledge as well as
the cultivation of innovative methods
through which the arts and science, in’
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particular, can help in the qualitative
improvement of human life. The spirit
of cooperation *between individuals,
cultures, countries, and social groups is
another priority of the Society.
Starting from the insights of the
ancient Greek thinkers into fun-
damental questions of mind and na-
ture, participants will attempt to out-
line the subject matter, the contribut-
ing factors, the principles, the metho-
dology and the applicability from which
a science of consciousness may emerge,
or at least, some basic concepts on
consciousness, which will be of value.
Some of the participants are: Pro-
fessor Brian Josephson, Nobel Laure-
ate in Physics, Dr David Lorimer, Sci-
entific and Medical Network, Dr
Rupert Sheldrake, Biochemist, Mrs Jill
Purce, writer, Dr Helmut Schmidt,
Mind Science Foundation, Dr Danah
Zohar, physicist and writer, Professor
Steven Rosen, City University of New
York, Mrs Niki Goulandris, Vice-Pres-
ident, Gouladris Natural History
Museum, Dr Fotini Viras, physicist.

in the conservative government’s popu-
larity since coming to power 20 months
ago.

The strikers were demanding wage
increases above the inflation rate, accu-
sing the government of practicing “a
one-sided austerity policy which has led
to a dramatic drop in workers’ in-
come.”

The government’s forecast that the
inflation rate would not exceed 17 per-
cent at the end of this year now seems
infeasible, especially after recent price
rises of up to 50 percent in public
transport and basic foodstuffs.

Meanwhile, discouraging EC reports
has generated uncertainty as to whet-
her Greece will get the badly-needed
second installment of a 2.2 billion ECU
EC loan approved last February. Gree-
ce received a first installment of 1 bil-
lion ECU, but payment of the rest of
the amount was linked to the course of
Greece’s economic recovery program.
The report said that the government’s
deficit at the end of the year would
exceed by far the 1991 budget forecast,
reaching 2.65 trillion drachmas in 1991,
against the initial forecast of 1.97 tril-
lion.

UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER,
SHE DEMANDED. HE WINCED.

The government was so anxious to give
a good impression to British busines-
smen in September in hopes of stimula-
ting investment, that when Minister for
the Arts, Timothy Renton, was here
and said the Elgin Marbles must stay
there, (meaning the BM) and went on
to tell Greeks to stop making a fuss
about it, Culture Minister Anna Psa-
rouda-Benaki uttered nary a word. Her
flamboyant predecessor, Melina Mer-
couri, however, had plenty to say.

“It is shameful and scandalous that
the government complied with the Bri-
tish demand not to discuss the issue of
the Acropolis monuments,” she fumed.

Belatedly, Mrs Psarouda-Benaki
struck back in London last month at a
ceremony launching the new Acropolis
Museum in Athens. The museum was
being built precisely to house all the
Acropolis monument including those in
the British Museum.

“The return of the Acropolis Mar-
bles remains the unconditional demand
of the entire Greek people,” she proc-
laimed. “It is a demand that has been
strengthened by recent international
developments,” she added, refering to
yet another UNESCO resolution cal-
ling for the reparation of antiquities to
their countries of origin.

According to the Greek state TV
channel, “Mr Renton winced at our
Minister’s Temark, but made no com-
ment.”
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AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOLS OF ATHENS

‘The International School of Greece

INNO, RAPP | COLLINS

Staying ahead
by planning
for the future

L L ey B Visit our campus and experience
The New Generation of World Citizens progreSS fOI‘ yourself

Education is an atmosphere, a way of living, of thinking, of growing and learning. Spend the day - or
part of a day - with us, and sense what an ACS education means. Meet our Principals and Faculty,
see our science and computer labs, stroll through our libraries, and then decide for yourself.

ACS:

® The only international school to offer the ® Recipient of the Carnegie Award for
International Baccalaureate Program Excellence
(equivalent to GCE and GSCE) in Greece e Computer Studies K-12

® Individual attention to students’ academic and ® Unique science labs (Physics, Chemistry,
social needs ~ Biology)

® Demanding expectations in pursuit of respon- ® Advanced Placement (Honors) Courses,
sible character Special Remedial Services

Phone the office of the Superintendent and make an appointment to visit our school. Come and sense the
excitement of learning at ACS. Tel. 639-3200/4, ext. 243

Spend the day with us and then make your decision.
Halandri Campus: Junior Kindergarten through 12th grade
' American Community Schools of Athens
129 Aghias Paraskevis Street 152 34 Halandri, Athens, Greece
- Telephone: 639-3200 Telex: 223355 ACS GR, Fax: 639-0051
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BRUSSELS BY-LINE m BY ROBERT BARTHOLOMEW

Amid the EC Babel,

ith all the directives, mi-
nutes, rules and regulations
pouring out of the presses of

the European Community in Brussels —
in English and French, German and
Dutch, Portuguese and Spanish, Italian
and Danish, Greek and Chinese (yes,
Chinese) — how can busy executives
and entrepreneurial investors cut
through the flood to sort out what they
themselves want? Usually they can’t
and they don’t.

Specialist firms do the sorting for
them. There are many. Brussels
swarms with information pushers; so
does Los Angeles, Paris and all places
between and beyond. Athens has its
share of Greek interpreters of the
‘word’ from Brussels. But, in this city
overshadowed by classical wisdom,
there are few companies that provide
information in the new international
language, English.

One company that does an out-
standing job of summarizing the edicts
from the European Commission is
Euro Albedo. It commenced opera-
tions in Greece in April 1990 as a
journal with EC news, programs and
information. Euro Albedo published 11
times a year and boasts some 8000
readers. The company also produces an
electronic data-base covering all laws
and directives out of Brussels, with
special emphasis on environmental
matters.

It also collaborates with EC data-
bases such as ECHO (European Com-
mission Host Organization) through
which electronic information is avail-
able from any of the current European
Community programs. Apart from
acting as an information service, Euro
Albedo also professionally can and
does produce newsletters on its electro-
nic press for Greek exporters.

Greek ministries themselves are in-
undated with EC material but often
find it impossible to sift through it to
get answers to questions from Greek
and foreign businessmen. Usually they
take the simple way out and check the
data and particular EC program dead-
lines in information publications such
as Eure Albedo.

Another company, Eurocorp, spe-
cializes in corporate investments and
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Information
Please!

So, in the end,
information means nothing
if it has no effect

on the society that
ignores the wounds

to its own societal bodly.

consulting services. Its executives real-
ized that a foreign investor is at a great
disadvantage (compared to the Greek
equivalent) when it comes to plotting a
course through the turgid waters of
bureaucracy. For those who want to
buy, they act as broker and look for a
suitable seller. For those who want to
enter into a joint venture they do the
research and find possible partners. For
those who want to start a business from
scratch they will do the necessary leg-
work. Through all this they will hold
the hand of the client as he or she
ploughs into the morass of government
ministries. They will interpret the re-
levant laws... written and unwritten!

These are but two examples of diffe-
rent types of organizations set up liter-
ally to help the Greek economy. With
profit of course, but who listens to Karl
Marx today? (Not Yeltsin, listen up
Gorby). Euro Albedo targets existing
corporations. It sells information from
the EC plus World Data. It has access
to all of the European Community data
bases. Eurocorp seeks out potential
investors and guides them to a success-
ful marriage with an existing Greek
company or helps them set up a new
business.

Despite the help from these and
other similar organizations, the Greek
economic climate is still not conducive
to foreign investment. With all the
words spewing off the government
press in Athens, and there are kilo-
grams of them, very little is being done
to spread the word among the people
who matter: the word that Greece is

" now a western nation imbued with-

western ideas and (perhaps) western

work ethics.

And who are the people that mat-
ter? Those large and small companies,
old established businesses or new en-
thusiastic entrepreneurs, who are look-
ing for places to make or sell their
products. The Common Market, East-
ern Europe, the Middle East are all
happy hunting grounds for their goods
or services. Not only do they demand a
secure environment in which to do
business, but also an infrastructure that
includes Information with a capital ‘I’.
Private companies try to fill this void
left by the government and, in the
main, do a good job.

On another level the stream of in-
formation regarding the environment
is, in the case of Greece and to a large
extent the other Mediterranean coun-
tries, largely ignored, not only by the
government but by private business,
particularly if it hits their pocket (as it
usually does).

Take the ‘never-ending battle be-
tween us and trees. We usually win. We
cut them down to build modern mon-
strosities and uproot them to plant EC
subsidized crops. We burn them and
kill them with acid rain. Not good; we
know it; we inform the world that we
know it. But what good does this do if
nobody listens? Last December, 2000
saplings were planted in Varkiza, just
south of Athens. Three months later
half of them were missing and believed
killed. No one knows why or cares.
Worst of all, this ‘small’ thing has not
impinged for one moment on the con-
science of the Greek Parliament or
people. So, in the end, information
means nothing if it has no effect on the
society that ignores the wounds to its
own societal body.

Information covering the field from
business promotion to environment
protection floods the Greek market.
Much of it is dammed in the lakes of
government bureaucracy — much is
channelled into dead-ends. But for in-
vestors it is there and it is essential for
the setting up of a successful enterprise.
If it cannot be winkled out of a Greek
ministry or other public body, then
there are private firms who can get it
for you. In Athens its probably the only
way to go. L
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INTERVIEW mBY ROBERT BARTHOLOMEW

Greek-Isracli Relations;

is Excellency David Sasson,
the Israeli Ambassador to
Greece, arrived in Athens on 1

October, 1990. He presented his
credentials to President Karamanlis the
following month. Since then he has
been a moving part of the new rela-
tionship starting with the ‘de jure’ rec-
ognition of Israel by Greece in May
1990. :

“I am fortunate,” said Ambassador
Sasson. “There are not many diplomats
that are able to be active witnesses to a
metamorphosis. During this last year
there has been a complete change of
policy between Greece and Israel.”

Bartholomew: “What normalization
progress has been accomplished since
you arrived?”

Ambassador Sasson: “Up to now
three Greek ministers have visited
Israel: Mr Samaras, Minister of Fore-
ign Affairs; Mr Kefaloyiannis, Minister
of Tourism; and Mr Papakonstantinou,
Minister of Agriculture. Mr Samaras
set the tone. We are cooperating in the
fields of joint tours, air traffic and
tourist promotion with Mr Kefaloyan-
nis, concentrating on Japan, South
Korea and America, selling the Eastern
Mediterranean as the New Grand
Tour.”

“How are the two countries cooper-
ating in the field of agriculture?”

“First of all, Greece has much to
offer with its sea facilities. Marine
agriculture is a growing industry and in
this area we are beginning to work
together on production techniques and

marketing. This is particularly impor-

tant today when the European Com-
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a Fresh Breeze

Sasson with President Karamanlis

munity is prepared to fund productive
developments.”

“What about foreign policy?”

“In that sphere, the present govern-
ment in Greece has a greater under-
standing of our position. Up to a year
ago, Greece was deaf when it came to
our side of Middle East problems. Now
at least they are listening. Even more,
they are now, to a greater extent, coor-
dinating their policy in the Middle East
with the United States and the Euro-
pean Community.”

“What about cultural changes?”

“In the short time I've been here we
have had a Cinema Week, music festiv-
als, and published a Greek translation
of the well-known Israeli author, Amos
Oz. Incidentally, the first edition was
sold out and a second is now being
printed, There have been extensive ex-
changes of lecturers and professors be-
tween the Universities of Athens and
Thessaloniki, and the Universities of
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv.”

“Has there been any improvement in
trade?”

“To date not much but there is what
you might call a smell in the air. We
have many contacts — not government-
to-government as in the past — but
private, mainly in the fields of hi-tech
and agriculture. The open door has
seen a lot more people passing
through.”

“Has the Greek government
approached you on the Cyprus ques-
tion?”

“Yes, and our country’s position is,

like all western countries, based on the

United Nations Security Council Re-
solution. We are looking forward to the
day when that beautiful island once
again returns to its peaceful way of
life.”

~ “Do you see any sign of increasing
Jewish-American  visits to  this
country?”

“Not yet, but American Jews are no
different to other Americans when it
comes to travel. All were affected by
the Gulf War and the American advis-
ory to refrain from visiting certain
countries, one of which is Greece. But I
see more willingness now for American
Jews to come, especially if they can
combine Greece with a vacation in
Israel, and certainly President Bush’s
visit has helped.”

“Do you expect reciprocal visits
from the two country’s Prime Minis-
ters?”

“Well, Prime Minister Mitsotakis
has already accepted an invitation to
visit Israel; probably in October or
November. The normal protocol is for
a reciprocal invitation to be offered
when he is actually in our country.”

“What about the future?”

“At last, after 2500 years, Greece
has again discovered Israel. As for
Israel, she understands Greek culture;
wants to and can work with it. After the
dark clouds of the past I can only see a
clear sky.”

So far as the Israeli Ambassador is
concerned, the future is bright. Greek-
Israeli relations are in good hands; a
fresh breeze has been blowing the cob-
webs from the dark corners of the past.
David Sasson is smiling. L
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BUSINESS WATCH ®BY MONTY ECONOMOU

More Cakes and Ale

wo recent company develop-

I ments demonstrate that

Greece’s food and drinks sector

still leads the way in regards to attract-

ing new investment, while heavy indus-

try continues to struggle for fresh
sources of capital.

In October, Kaloyiannis Brothers -
the maker of Ouzo 12 which is the most
popular brand of Greece’s national
drink — was taken over by Grand Met-
ropolitan, the diversified UK food and
beverages giant which first entered the
Greek market in a big way in 1989
when it purchased Metaxa.

Grand Met already owned a 30 per-
cent share of the ouzo distiller, negoti-
ated as part of its takeover of Metaxa.
Now it has reportedly paid Spyros
Metaxas, who also owned the remain-
der of the shares, the equivalent of 24
million US dollars to acquire sole con-
trol of Kaloyiannis.

The British group has also under-
taken the international distribution of
Ouzo 12 for the last two years, scoring
impressive increases in exports of the
brand to several overseas markets. It
can now be expected to boost domestic
marketing in what is becoming a tough
market.

Overall, Greeks are consuming less
ouzo than in years gone by as they are
turning increasingly to imported spirits.
Analysts, however, believe the future
for the drink is healthy in exports,
international duty free sales and in the
country’s tourist- centers where foreign
visitors frequently enjoy ouzo as part of
the local color during their stay. Ouzo
12 is said to be the top-selling make of
ouzo for all these markets and enjoys
an overall 40 percent share of the
Greek market.

The second piece of compelling evi-
dence that the sector is alive and kick-
ing, and considered to have an interna-
tional future, was the emergence of the
Globe Group of companies as a public-
ly listed force in the food, as well as the
textiles , industry.

This was a particularly interesting
development since the expansion was
made with capital from shipping — and
Greek shipowners, who at present have
total cash reserves estimated at about
14 billion US dollars, are considered to
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for Investors

be the most important pool of potential
investors in Greek industry, second
only to foreigners. However, up until
now, they have proved almost as reluc-
tant as overseas investors to sink funds
into onshore industrial installations in
their home country.

Globe was established by its current
president Dimitris Chatzis as a shipping
group in 1982 and it still owns six large
ships. However, in 1988, the group
took over a 10-hectare duck farm and
foie gras production unit near Kalama-
ta and has modernized it to the point
where it has become one of the leading
facilities of its kind in Europe.

Overall, Greeks

are consuming less ouzo
than in years gone by
as they are turning
increasingly to

imported spirits.

The Canard Doré production com-
pany has quadrupled its production in
the last three years and last year ex-
ported more than 1.7 million US dol-
lars worth of foie gras to France and
Italy. Recently a 20 percent share in the
firm was sold to a consortium of three
leading industrial groups in the United
States.

“| was made to feel
like a foreigner
in my own country.”

The group has also acquired a simi-
lar-sized fruit and nut farm in Attica
which, under the name Universe Agro-
tica specializes in exporting pistachios
and cherries. This firm is expanding by
buying further tracts of land in Attica
and embracing modern production
techniques such as hothouse cultivation
and. hydroponics.

Only in recent months, however,
has Globe really transformed the non

shipping side of its business, which now
accounts for 30 percent of its total
activity. Over the summer the group
bought Erioyfantourgiki SA, a 20-year-
old textile manufacturing company on
the outskirts of Athens, which is to be
modernized with exports to the EC in
mind. Already listed on the Athens
Stock Exchange, the company was
effectively turned into a holding com-
pany for all the group’s activities except
the shipping side which is prevented by
law at present from being traded on the
bourse. The public vehicle has been
renamed Globe SA.

In November 12 billion drachmas’
worth of new shares were offered to
raise capital for modernizing the
group’s production facilities, and there
are plans to trade shares in the Amer-
ican market next spring.

Lately added to the group was a
new company, Globe Agrotica, which
has one of the largest olive oil produc-
tion capacities in Greece. It is also
involved in harvesting olives and pick-
ling, as well as a subsidiary which distri-
butes Globe’s own foodstuffs, such as
the foie gras, and imports luxury fore-
ign products, including mineral water
and charcuterie products from France
and smoked salmon from Scotland.

“We’re concentrating on estab-
lishing Globe as a name which is known
for high class and reliable foods in
Europe and the United States,
although shipping will probably con-
tinue to be the core business,” said Mr
Chatzis. As a businessman he believes
the Athens Stock Exchange has the
potential to be one of the most robust
in the Mediterranean. He also puts
great faith in Greece’s capacity to turn
itself into a “successful industrial base
for the whole of Europe.”

He admits, however, that as an in-
vestor he received little encouragement
from the government. “In fact there
were many obstacles we had to over-
come and, coming from international
shipping, I was made to feel like a
foreigner in my own country.” Unless
there was a change of attitude by the
authorities, Mr Chatzis feared Globe
would remain unique in representing
diversification by a shipowner into
these fields.
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Few would argue that financial ser-
vices in Greece have been trans-
formed faster than any other area of
the country’s economy in the last two
years. Lately, several of the newly-
established or relaunched banks — such
as XiosBank, EuroMerchant and Do-
rian Bank — have announced the laun-
ching or the planning of mutual invest-
ment funds which should also provide a
boost for solid stocks on the Athens
Stock Exchange.

Furthermore, a number of new leas-
ing companies are currently at the plai-
ning stage and parliament recently pas-
sed a law which will permit lessors to
finance commercial and public road
transport, including trucks, vans, buses
and trolleys, for the first time.

This represents a key sector for leas-
ing in any country and should offer
even greater scope to lessors in Greece,
since the expense of buying vehicles
outright and the lack of available cash
experienced by many companies com-

Bank of Piraeus Sale Fumbled

bine to form a powerful argument for
exploring a leasing arrangement, under
which companies pay incrementally for
the use of equipment.

Yet despite the fast pace of liber-
alization there are signs that regulation
of the financial market in Greece is still
far from being as orderly as it should
be. The fiasco which developed during
the procedure for auctioning the state-
controlled Bank of Piraeus chain is just
such a case.

A consortium of private business-
men led by Stavros Daifas, an ex-chair-

man of Olympiakos football club, be-

lieved it had won control of the 67
percent of shares put up for sale by the
Commercial Bank of Greece at the end
of a long tendering procedure. The
group’s offer of 2.5 billion drachmas
(13.5 million US dollars) was recom-

mended by Salomon Brothers which
had been hired to broker the sale.

But after the sealed bids had been
opened and the level of offers became
known, another group of prospective
buyers emerged with a larger offer and
after conflicting legal arguments were
heard, the government -effectively
approved a new round of bidding with a
higher minimum threshold of 3 billion
drachmas.

Dismayed by the mishandling of the
auction, the Daifas-led consortium and
one other of the original bidders have
said they have withdrawn their interest
in the bank and are understood to have
consulted lawyers about claiming dam-
ages.

At press-time last month, the new
owners of the Bank had still not been
decided, but the episode had clearly
once again damaged the credibility of
the government’s handling of invest-
ment applications as well as the chances
of its whole privatization program. ®
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TASIS HELLENIC

The Best of Anglo-American

Educational Traditions

TASIS HELLENIC International School offers the
best of both worlds: challenging American
college-preparatory and British IGCSE/GCE
programmes located in the beautiful Athens suburbs
of Kifissia and Vrilissia. This unique school offers:
o Co-educational international day school program Pre-
K-Grade 13 and boarding school for grades 7-13

U.S. college-preparatory, British IGCSE, and ESL curricula
Small classes taught in a safe, caring community
Dedicated and fully qualified British and American faculty
Successful UK, US, and international university placement
Complete sports programme and extra-curricular activities
Travel, field trips and excursions throughout Europe

Fully accredited by MSA and DoDDS

Summer programmes with TASIS Schools in Switzerland,
England and France

TASIS HELLENIC International School:
a small school with a big heart

For details contact:
Director of Admissions
TASIS HELLENIC

Tel: 8081-426 or 8012-362
Tlx: 210379
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ANTI- WESTERN
OPERATIONS IN

GREECE
EXPOSED

Covert financing of the GreekCommunist Party
and its related business interests
were revealed in detail at a conference
held in Athens last month.

by Richard C. Carpenter

he former deputy director of the

I KGB mission in Athens has re-

turned to Greece and exposed a

series of operations against this NATO

and EC member country and its current
prime minister.

The case marks the first time since
the liberalization of the Soviet regime
that a former KGB officer returns to
the NATO country of his operations to
make first-hand revelations.

They come at a time when other
Soviet officials and the Soviet press, as
well as the Federal Russian Parliament,
are also admitting to the extensive
financing of the Greek ommunist Par-
ty and their related business interests,
as a means of fomenting anti-Western
and pro-Soviet sentiments in this
strategically located Western country.

Speaking before a restricted audi-
ence at an international conference in
Athens last month hosted by conserva-
tive-oriented Institute for Political Stu-
dies and Education (IPOME) and
several European and American uni-
versities and institutes, former KGB
officer Victor P. Gundarev revealed a
number of covert operations both in a
written report and in reply to panel“
questions.

Most prominent among the cam-
paigns he listed were those to fuel
anti-Americanism in Greece, to expel

1A

the US bases, and to discredit then
opposition conservative party leader
and now prime minister Constantine
Mitsotakis. He said this was done to
help socialist former prime minister
Andreas Papandreou whose anti-West-
ern policy within NATO and the EC
benefited Moscow’s foreign policy in-
terests. '
Gundarev was the deputy director
of the KGB mission in Greece between
1983-86. He said he decided to aban-
don the service following disagree-
ments with his superiors over certain
covert operations and over the need for
political reform of the Soviet system.
Other secret operations Gundarev
exposed included the extensive infiltra-
tion of the Greek press so as to foment
an anti-Western and pro-Soviet cli-
mate, the manipulation of the marriage
between now deceased shipping heiress
Christina Onassis and Soviet shipping
bureaucrat Sergei Kauzov so as to ex-
ploit her giant commercial fleet, the
discrediting of an Athens-based foreign
journalist and author who specialized
in exposing KGB operations in Greece,
and a number of actions designed to
undermine Greek-Western relations.
One of the KGB’s foreign policy

operations in Greece, Mr Gundarev

wrote, was “trying to spoil American-
Greek relations, especially regarding

military bases” and “undermining poli-
tical, economic and military relations
between the United States, Greece and
Turkey.”

On the other hand, he said, his
KGB mission would channel pro-Soviet
information to Greek leaders, especial-
ly on such issues as the Cyprus crisis
and the alleged advantages of removing
American nuclear weapons from
Greece. He said it would also try to
secure the socialist government’s sup-
port for Soviet foreign policy interests.

Citing specific individuals in Greece
targeted by the KGB for “character
assassination”, Gundarev listed current
prime minister Mitsotakis, GRU
(Military Espionage) Colonel Sergei
Bokhane who defected from Greece in
1985, and foreign correspondent Paul
Anastasi.

Concerning Mr Mitsotakis, he said
the KGB spread disinformation in the
Greek press aimed at presenting the
conservative leader as an “incapable
politician’ and as a "Western puppet”
who would harm Greek interests if he
came to power, as opposed to his

- socialist rival Mr Papandreou whom he

presented in a positive light.

Similarly, he said, the KGB used
the Greek press to discredit GRU de-
fector Sergei Bokhane as a drunkard
and womanizer with little access to
valuable information. Mr Bokhane had
revealed. a network of Greek agents
working for the Soviets in Greece, and
the theft through Greece of the secrets
of the NATO-produced portable ‘Stin-
ger’ missile.

As for foreign correspondent Paul
Anastasi, who writes for the New York
Times and London Daily Telegraph
and who authored books and articles
on Soviet covert operations here, Mr
Gundarev said the KGB gave instruc-
tions from Moscow to discredit him in
the Greek and international press. “We
decided to present him as a foreign
agent trying to undermine Greek
democracy and to slander the progres-
sive Greek press,” he said, adding: “we
have no doubt we harmed him and
succeded considerably in this cam-
paign.”

The former KGB deputy director in
Greece, however, denied that the KGB
was involved in the 1983 phone-tapping
of the New York Times and Daily
Telegraph offices in Athens and the
subsequent publication of conversa-
tions. He said sole responsibitity lays
with Ethnos, a mass circulation daily
newspaper which, he added, was used
more extensively by the Soviets for
disinformation purposes than any other
in Greece. The executives of Ethnos
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Former Deputy KGB Chief in Greece,
Victor P. Gundarev.

were sentenced to two months’ impris-
onment for publishing the phone-tap-
ped conversations.

Gundarev said he might return to
Greece in the near future to make more
detailed revelations as to how the
Soviets managed to cultivate an intense
climate of anti-Americanism in Greece
over the past 15 years.

Meanwhile, Soviet officials and the
Soviet press have also been con-
fessing to extensive financing of the
Greek communist movement, amidst
current calls by reformist leaders for a
halt to all such activity in the West.

According to documents brought
before the RussianFederal Parliament
on 30 October, and subsequently pub-
lished in the Greek and international
press, the pivotal company used in
Greece was Vek. Letters from this
company to the CPSU politburo were
signed by Yiannis Mavromatis, the
head of the Greek Communist Party’s
(KKE) financial operations.

In one letter Mavromatis empha-
sizes the “extensive” commercial activ-
ity conducted by Vek with Soviet sup-
port over the past seven years, and
concludes: “Comrades, we express
warm gratitude to your party for the aid
you grant us, which enables the repre-
sentation [of Vek] in Moscow to be-
come a basic source of revenue for our
party.”

According to the Mavromatis letter
and accompanying Soviet politburo
documents, the other Greek companies
involved were:

1. Enervek, which carried out ship

repairs in cooperation with the Soviet.

Ministry of Energy.
2. Technovek, which imported-ex-
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ported high-tech equipment and know-
how and operated in cooperation with
the Leningrad Technological Institute.

3. Vek was also the exclusive repre-
sentative for Greece of the Soviet com-
pany Promsirio-Import, which sold
metallurgical side-products on the
Greek market and which, according to
Mavromatis’ letter, “are an important
source of financing and support for our
party’s policy.”

4. According to the documents, Vek
was also negotiating joint ventures with
Zviostdni of the USSR for the produc-
tion of bread and pastries, wanted to
establish a series of supermarkets in
Moscow, and also represented a num-
ber of Greek shoe exporting firms
whose produce was paid for by the
Soviet state firm Raznoexport.

5. Finally, the Greek companies
listed as being owed money by the
Soviets were: Rizospastis (KKE’s offi-
cial daily newspaper), Papadopoulos,
Filias, Agapiotou, Fidas, Omega, Re-
kor and of course, Vek.

According to these and other recent
Soviet press reports, the Greek Com-
munist Party appeared to be the fourth
largest recipient of covert Soviet
financing among non-ruling communist
parties worldwide, just behind the com-
munist parties of the US, Finland and
France.

'The revelations have aggravated the
current crisis within the Greek com-
munist movement, which over the past
year has been racked by mass resigna-
tions or dismissals of thousands of
members, and by a split with the mod- .
erate communist Coalition of the Left
and Progress party. The two parties are
currently publicly exchanging accusa-
tions over the KKE’s financing and its
material assets.

As a final recent indication of more
possible trouble on the horizon, KKE
Central Committee Member Kostas
Tsolakis criticized the party’s Secretary
General, Aleka Papariga, for still
trying to conceal the fact that the party
received financial aid from Moscow.
His criticism was voiced exactly one
day after the Russian Parliament’s re-
velations and their publication in the
Greek press. The controversy around
the KKE'’s financing is expected to
surface at the party’s 14th congress,
which is taking place in Athens this
month. m

\

Richard C. Carpenter is the Athens
correspondent of America’s National
Review Magazine and was a participant
at the conference addressed by Mr Gun-
darev.
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TURKEY’S

NEW COALITION OF
CONSERVATIVES AND SOCIALISTS

A veteran politician

leads a new political formation
which seeks to control inflation,
dampen down Moslem fundamentalism,

keep the generals in their barracks

and, if possible, dump President Ozal

he Turkish political scene has
I entered an interesting phase
with the coalition between the
right wing election-winner Mr Sulei-
man Demirel, leader of the True Path
Party, and the Social Democrats. The
public is optimistic that this odd com-
bination of an old conservative pro-
tagonist, Mr Demirel, and the
neophyte Social Democrat Erdal In-
onu, will establish a thorough democra-
tization in all areas and will steer Tur-
key away from the influence of the
military.

The TPP got only 27 percent of the
vote in the 20 October elections giving
it 178 of the parliament’s 450 seats. Its
coalition partner the Social Democratic
Populist Party got 20.75 percent and 88
seats allowing the two parties to get
comfortable majority, even in the case
that the pro-Kurdish party that was
admitted into the Social Democrats,
breaks away.

Contrary to expectations, the coali-
tion between these two extremes of the
political spectrum started off in a posi-
tive "atmosphere. Both parties showed
their goodwill, avoiding risky com-
ments and presenting a common front
as far as political aims are concerned.

The basic target is to get rid of the
presence of the military whose interfer-
ence in politics has plagued Turkey in
the past. Also their aim would be to
control the police force and reestablish
the freedom of universities and the
media which have been infiltrated and
revamped by the military in the worst
way. Mr Demirel himself has been their
most prominent victim, by being
booted out of the office in the two
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by Katerina Mistakidou

successive coups in 1971 and.1980. He
has personally suffered from the ambi-
tion of the generals to run the country
as politicians, and now is the time to
clear old accounts.

This is the seventh time that Mr
Demirel has been called to form a
government and as he is the most sea-
soned politician in Turkey by far he will

This time

the average Turk

has blessed the
government for

not polarizing the country

handle the economy and foreign rela-
tions expertly. On the other hand,
Erdal Inonu, the leader of the Social
Democrats, a physics professor and
rector of the Middle Eastern Technical
University during the violent student
demonstrations before the 1980 coup,
will participate for the first time in a
government. But his party’s committ-
ment to human rights and freedoms will
compliment the efforts of TPP to shed
off the last vestiges of the military and
diminish their influence outside their
domain. Together with him, another
famous politician banned by the milit-
ary, ex-premier Bulent Ecevit, returns
to the parliament at the head of the
Democratic Left that received over 10

. ‘percent of the socialist vote.

Unfortunately, the socialists man-
aged not only to split their votes be-

tween the two different parties, but, it
is also a fact that the Social Democrats
are plagued by internal fractions that
can barely hold the party together.
Apart from the pro-Kurdish party
which can create national problems by
making special demands for the Kur-
dish areas, the faction under Deniz
Baykal, the ambitious secretary general
of the party, can become restless, too.

This time the average Turk has bles-
sed the government for avoiding the
polarization of the country. But since
the burden falling on the new govern-
ment is the heaviest possible due to the
fact that the outgoing Motherland Par-
ty has spent money thoughtlessly to get
votes and left all the necessary price
increases for after the elections.

The Motherland Party has left be-
hind a disastrous economy running with
an annual 70 percent inflation. This will
make very hard times for the new coali-
tion, allowing no space for man-
oeuvres. Mesut Yilmaz and the de-
puties of the outgoing ruling party can
now watch the struggle with the ebbing
economy as backbenchers while they
will try to restructure themselves.
Meanwhile, Mr Demirel has an old
feud with President Turgut Ozal, for-
mer leader of the Motherland Party,
whom he is determined to expel. In this
he has the full cooperation of Mr Inonu
who was the opposition leader during
Mr Ozal’s term as Prime Minister. No-
body seems to forget the way Mr Ozal
pushed himself up to the Presidency
against everybody’s wishes. Even when
the opposition parties abstained from
voting, he disregarded both the pro-
tocol and the rules and was elected
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unilaterally by his party’s deputies. Mr
Ozal’s term runs for another five years,
but he has been completely silent in
recent weeks after overstepping the
mark in the Gulf War during which he
played all the cards by himself, ignoring
both the Prime Ministry and the Fore-
ign Ministry.

The outgoing Prime Minister,
Mesut Yilmaz decided to take the
Motherland Party, which won 115 seats
with 24 percent of the vote, into
opposition. It was almost impossible
for TPP to unite forces with the
Motherland Party although both
address the centre-right voters and
there was considerable pressure from
the business sector which was anxious
to avoid any repercussions on the
already shaky economy. But the feud
between Mr Demirel and the President
dates way back, making it impossible to
settle.

After more than a decade Mr De-
mirel together with Mr Inonu will have
to prove that a coalition government
can work in Turkey. Apart from an
economy that failed to attain any of the
goals set by both Ozal and Yilmaz, the
main issue that has to be tackled is the
Kurdish problem which has taken even
larger dimensions as Kurds press for
autonomy. The Social Democrats will
feel the pressure not only because there
are 24 deputies in their ranks from the
Kurdish areas but because the issues of
human rights and freedoms is a major
one on their agenda. S

Already, the now government has
granted the Kurds for the first time the
right to print newspapers in their own
language and gave them official cultu-
ral freedoms. Mr Demirel handled the
questions in an unperturbed way, but
he is worried that the 10 million Kurds
living in Turkey, might eventually edge
for autonomy.

Having been at the helm of the
government in the past, Mr Demirel is
familiar with foreign issues and he is
aware both of the sensitivity of the
Greek-Turkish relations and the Cyp-
rus problem. Being under terrible
pressure for the Cyprus issue he came
up with very harsh statements on the
anniversary of the breakaway state of
“Turkish Cyprus” that renewed ten-
sions in an unexpected way. The Amer-
icans are pressuring Ankara and giving
the Turkish government a hard time for
their intransigence, diplomatic sources
believe. Mr Demirel’s comment about
Greek policy that it follows for Cyprus
a similar “policy to that of Crete; that
is, to wait for the right moment and,
when the international situation allows
it, to occupy the island,” was a most
unfortunate and untimely one. An
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equally aggressive statement by Mr
Ozal about the Dodecanese had tem-
porarily frozen the volative Greek-Tur-
kish relations. Mr Demirel has fol-
lowed from the very beginning the
steps taken up by the Turkish Presi-
dent. But it was also an old strategy
that has never failed: create problems
in foreign relations to divert attention
from important domestic issues. It
works in Turkey because the national
instinct can be easily stirred.

Mr Demirel is expected to be less
pliant than Mr Ozal to American press-
ures, although Washington still has the
last word. Mr Demirel at this stage
cannot afford to take any unpopular
stand on the Cyprus question and it is a
fact that any government would always
be accounted for any compromises that
will be credited to them as national

“betrayal. At the same time, Americans,

anxious to find a Cyprus solution in
July when President Bush visited the
area, are fully aware of the importance
of Turkey in the sensitive area of the
Middle East. There is also the fact that
its biggest neighbor, the Soviet Union
is disintegrating and breaking into inde-
pendent states, where many Turks live.
These are important factors that
Washington takes under serious consid-
erations before asking for unecessary
compromises right now.

Another factor that exacerbates the
anxieties of the West is that Turkey is
an Islamic country. The attitude of
using a fusion of religious and national
elements as a foreign policy for the
awakening of Turkish nationalism in
the Balkans is not welcomed. Similar
tendencies of a Turkish conscience that
start to surface in the Soviet Union
make everybody uneasy. To this one
has to add that the biggest winner of
the elections was the Islamic Welfare
Party which, along with some extreme
right wing parties won 17 percent and
62 seats in the parliament, an unex-
pectedly high number. Both Mr Nec-
mettin Erbakan, the Islamic fun-
damentalist leader and the dangerously
nationalist right wing Alpaslan Turkes
leader of the Grey Wolfes made such a
successful comeback that a lot of the
Western  democratic  allies were
obviously worried: Mr Ozal, and the
military under General Kenan Evren
before him, cultivated the Islamic re-
surgence which, today, is the sore point
when it comes to discussing Turkey’s
possibilities to be admitted to the EC.

Mr Demirel, as head of the coalition
government, has to prove this time that

‘the experiment can work. It is a final

demonstration that should prove that
the military cannot boot him out for a
third time. o
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ate seems to be determined to
Finﬂame and increase this nation’s

malady:  pollution.  Shallow
minded journalists seem to endeavor to
augment the flame of this unfortunate
issue. I simply cannot see why things
are worse in the Land of Hellenes than
in New York, Lancashire or Bavaria.
In fact, in terms of pollution, the
‘richer’ the country, the more fun-
damentally polluted it is.

The civilized are those who do
something about their lives, thereby
changing their fate. Comportment
makes people different. Yes, the Grea-
ter Athens Area is polluted. No doubt
about it. The Thessaloniki air may be
sometimes heavy to digest, but [ know
people who are doing something about
it. Rubbish and the nefos are every-
where the result of our spectacular
society, where the image one gives of
oneself makes one what one is. Or so is
believed by image makers. The
plundering of the natural environment
has its price.

The Mayor of Piraeus, Mr Logothe-
tis, has plans for his city as I have
mentioned in my November article: a
refuse recycling plant is one of them.
The landfill at Schistos is, as Mr
Logothetis told me during our meeting
in his office overlooking the main
square of Piraeus, “a biological bomb
because it is polluting all underground
waters with poisonous substances and
heavy metals which, in turn, acidify the
waters of the Saronic Gulf. The Grea-
ter Athens area produces about 10,000
metric tons of refuse daily.”

“The Ministry of Public Works is
fortunately constructing the Psittalea
plant to clean used waters of Greater
Athens. Unfortunately, however, they
have not taken into consideration the
biological sludge which is going to be
produced. Imagine 350 tons of sludge
per day is also intended for the Schistos
landfill. We cannot do anything with
this substance but transform it into
compost, fill in these tremendous holes
created by marble quarries and cover
them with forests. And that’s exactly
what we intend to do. The EC directive
on environmental protection forbids
the use of biological compost contain-
ing heavy metals. It is therefore im-
possible for us to use this compost in
agriculture.
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GREAT
EVILS
REQUIRE
GREAT
REMEDIES

In an interview Mayor
Logothetis of Piraeus /
talks about a refuse
recycling plant
which is the first of its kind
in the Mediterranean area.

by Michael Anastasiades

“Construction rubble is another
great problem for our urban area. We
will also try to recycle construction
rubble. We have therefore chosen a
consulting company that specializes in
recycling technologies. We will first
have a full report of the state of affairs
of Schistos; on how we can dispose and
recycle our refuse and finally see if we
can market the products produced from
recycled solid waste.

“Our first step will start in about
two months in certain areas such as
Paleo Phaleron. We will install 240-litre
garbage containers of two different col-
ors: green for solid material (glass,
paper, metals, plastic) and grey for
organic garbage. A special container
will also be installed to collect batter-
ies, the most dangerous pollutant of all
domestic refuse because of the high
consistency in heavy metals. The con-
tainers, which by the way are produced
of granulated plastic (recycled plastic),
will be emptied twice a week and taken
to the recycling plant which will be able
to process about 200 tons per day. We
will ultimately be able to process up to
1500 tons per day when the recycling
plant will be fully operative. We will
process the organic garbage to produce
biological compost free of heavy metals
which would then be used to fertilize
reafforestation.

“Incineration is another possibility
which is widely used in Holland, for
example, where space is valuable, but
we are not considering this possibility
at this stage.

“At this moment of the project, we
can say that we are able to know the
material substance of the refuse pro-
duced in our city. We have made daily
laboratory analyses of our garbage and
can therefore foresee what quality of
recycled matter we can produce.”

Mr Logothetis has some plans for
schools where special containers will be
positioned for educational purposes,
too. “People will have to be somehow
trained to sort out their garbage, if our
project were to succeed. But I firmly
believe it will for the very simple reason
that we do not have the luxury of the
choice any more. After death, the
doctor!”

I should say Mr Logothetis had a
point there.

For those who are totally unaware
of what is going on in Greece, might I
state that composting is widely used
too. Kalamata, Megara, Heraklion in
Crete and the island of Naxos are some
of the places where garbage is not just
dumped in nature as in Marseilles, Bar-
celona, Turin or Rome. The Mediterra-
nean Sea unfortunately is the recipient
of all the rubbish that poor and rich
countries alike dump into it. It would
not be an exaggeration to say that the
recycling plant projected by the local
government of Piraeus is the first of its
kind in the Mediterranean area. We are
taking into consideration the scale of
the long-term measures to be im-
plemented.

The local government of Thessalo-
niki is also bringing grist to the mill of
clean and safer urban living. Bicycle
alleys will be constructed along the
promenade in front of the White Tower
from the Poseidoneion Athletic Centre
to Plateia Eleftherias. This stage of the
project will be operative by spring
1992. A pedestrian and two-lane bicy-
cle road will start at Despera and
Anghelaki Streets until Sintrivani
Square. A project of great consequence
for those who have not adhered to a life
insurance yet.

Here are two great projects nobody
can find fault with. The best Christmas
gift anyone could wish for Greece. &
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he story of a Byzantine princess
who ruled over the Holy Roman
Empire for several years at the

end of the 10th century, reads like a

medieval winter’s tale peopled with

F kings and emperors, princes and cour-

YZ NTIUM tiers, prelates and scholars, and set

against a backdrop of royal trappings

and solemn ceremonies, wars and

treaties, plots and intrigues, loves and

hates. ‘All of these form an impressive

mosaic centering on a lively young

woman whose story begins when she

was 12 and ends with her death at the
age of 32 in 991.

The millenarian anniversary of her
death has been celebrated throughout
Germany this year and ends this month
in Thessaloniki, once the second city of
the Byzantine Empire, and a venue
today substituting for her native Con-
stantinople.

The political situation into which
young Theophano was swept during the
second half of the 10th century had
developed into a major confrontation
between East and West. During the
reign of her uncle, the Byzantine
emperor John I Tzimisces, the German
king Otto I conquered the Kingdom of
Italy and had himself crowned in Rome
by the Pope, thus reviving the empire
created by Charlemagne a century and
a half earlier.

Empress Theophano These events alarmed John Tsi-

misces whose policy had been to safe-

= guard his provinces in Italy and Sicily

ECUM — NIC AL and to prevent the spread of German

A v power into the peninsula. Ever since

the collapse of the Western Roman
Empire 500 years earlier, the Byzantine

OLY O M AN rulers had claimed to be the only lawful

and oecumenical emperors. Now a

western sovereign, a barbarian no less,

was claiming the glorious inheritance of

MPRESS Rome with the blessings of the Pope.

In order, then, to rectify this situa-

tion, John I Tzimisces proposed, as a

diplomatic solution not so rare in those

\ In the tenth century days, to unite the dynasties by mar-

jllSt before schisms and crusades riage. In the past, however, all efforts
to create an imperial union through

again divided East and West, marriages had failed. A major impedi-

a Byzantine pr incess brieﬂy ment is that no pprphyrogenitus (born
brought to the purple) princess could lawfully

. marry a ‘barbarian’, that is a man not of
a sense of unity to Europe. the Byzantine nobility. This was under-

¢ £ standable as the bride carried land and
Her ALY 18 bemg even imperial rights to the Byzantine

honored this year throne with her dowry. Even so, excep-

in Germany and Greece. tions might be made, as, some years

‘ ; later, John’s successor, Basil the Bul-

3 ‘ - ' gar-Slayer, was obliged by political ex-
‘ g pediency to give his sister Anna, a
by Katerina Agrafioti porphyrogenitus herself, to Vladimir
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the Great of Russia. But there, at least,
there was the tie of Orthodoxy with the
first Christian ruler of Russia.

In the imperial Byzantine scheme of
things the concept of porphyrogenesis
is so central that its origins are worth a
short digression. This red color so dear
to the emperors was extracted from a
sea shell found in the Mediterranean. It
was called “porphyry”, and from it, its
color took the name. The imperial

family held a monopoly on its use,

employing it in their clothes, in the ink
which the emperor used in signing pub-
lic papers, and in the dye of his sandals.
Not only that, but in the Imperial com-
pound there was a wing called the
Porphyro Palati, the Red Palace, in
which there was a room hung in this
same red where the empress gave birth
to her children. Hence the phrase
“born to the purple”. It was only much
later when the empire was in dire finan-
cial distress that small pieces of cloth in
this colored red were for the first time
sold in the open market.

~~  The successes of Otto the Great
disturbed relations between East and
West and to smooth them over, Otto
sent several missions to Byzantium
proposing that the porphyrogenitus
princess, Anna, daughter of the
Emperor Romanos II marry to his son,
Prince Otto. The Byzantines at first
were outraged at the audacious propos-
al of this uncouth westerner.

But when John Tzimisces ascended
the throne, having murdered Nikiphor-
os Fokas with the assistance of his
mistress Theophano, widow of Roma-
nos II, he in turn proposed to the
German’ emperor that his little niece,
also Theophano, marry young Otto.
She was 12 years old at the time and
even though she was not born porphyr-
ogenitus, she had quite adequate titles
enough as a descendant of the noble
Byzantine families of Skliros and
Fokas.

It was a realistic political move on
the part of John. Though a fine general
himself who had won victories against
the Bulgarians and Russians, his prede-
cessor had been heavily defeated in
southern Italy and John knew the main
threat to his realm now came from the
West. The proposed marriage, then,
would quash any de facto German
rights on the Byzantine Empire.
Although a balance of power through
marriage could only hold on a superfi-
cial level, it allowed the Byzantine
emperors the possibility of continued
influence not only on papal elections in
Rome, but of keeping up alliances with
the small independent Italian states and
the kings of France.

The negotiations were subtle and
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hard, but the embassy led by Cardinal
Gero, archbishop of Cologne, a man of
great personality and influence,
brought a happy solution to the whole
affair, and he himself escorted young
Theophano from her native city to
Rome for the nuptials.

On April 14, 972, one Sunday after
Easter, in the presence of Otto the
Great and Empress Adelaide, in a
great gathering of German, Italian and
Byzantine nobility and courtiers, Pope
John XIII performed the marriage rites
and blessed the very young couple.

For nearly two decades, until her
death in 991, Theophano was destined
to write an important chapter in Euro-
pean history not only as a symbol of

Byzantine cultural supremacy but as an
example to female sovereigns of the
period.

The domestic life of the young cou-
ple appears to have been a happy one,
and Theophano worked closely with
her husband, the crown prince, always
accompanying him on his travels. Be-
tween the ages 17 to 20 she gave birth
to three daughters and a son who after-
wards became Otto III. The latter was
born on the road from Aachen to
Nijmegen for at this time sovereigns
were constantly on the move, travelling
with their courtiers and servants from
place to place. It is said that Theopha-
no never stayed more than 15 days in a
row in one place.

lvory from the Museo del Castello Sforzesco, Milan, representing at
bottom left, Otto 1, and on the right, Theophano holding Otto IIl.

A

|

A | A

5‘ ;_,;r D

THE ATHENIAN DECEMBER 1991




She gave the name Adelaide to her
first-born, after her mother-in-law,
with whom she was not on the best
terms, and Sophia to her second daugh-
ter in honor of her Greek grandmother.
Neither girl married and both became
nuns. The third daughter, Matilda, la-
ter married the King of Poland.
On her arrival in Aachen, Theopha-
no knew no German nor Latin, but she
learned quickly, because she was an
intelligent, persevering girl. During her
ten years of married life, peace reigned
between the two empires whose unity
she personally embodied. Otto was
able to strenghthen the legitimacy of
his dynasty, and John Tsimisces won a
period of peace in Southern Italy.
On the death of Otto the Great,
Theophano’s husband was crowned
Otto II by Pope John XIII and she
received the title of co-imperatrix.
But it was mainly after his brief
reign when she became regent for their
son, Otto III, then aged three, that
Theophano made her main contribu-
tion to her age. She brought to the
German imperial court the culture and
customs of Constantinople. Western
sources, rarely complimentary of
Byzantium refer fo her as “a blessing in
education and a light of civilization”.
She had asked many scholars from the
East to come to her new country, and
in this enlightened spirit she became a
patron for the arts and letters. Illumin-

ated manuscripts and examples of
Byzantine jewellery were among the
artifacts to travel West from Constanti-
nople for the first time in the Middle
Ages. The child-emperor’s most dedi-
cated tutor was John Philagathos, a
profound Byzantine scholar who later
became archbishop and pope.

During her brief regency, Theopha-
no influenced Germany not only cultur-
ally but in everyday life. It is said that
her court, following Byzantine prac-
tice, introduced the use of forks at the
dining table.

Theophano combined culture and
hard-headed determination. On the
death of her husband, his brother Hein-
rich, Duke of Bavaria, kidnapped the
infant Otto III and enthroned him in
Aachen as King of Germany in hope of
taking over the regency himself and
eventually the throne. Not only did
Theophano get little Otto back but she
supervised his education herself while
at the same time performing her duties
as empress. Following principles by
which she herself was brought up, she
instilled in her son a sense and desire
for unity quite alien to the fragmentary
political realities of the West.

Otto was crowned emperor in
Rome five years after his mother’s
death. In a palace he built on the
Aventine he conceived the possibility
once again of establishing a universal
empire. Few can doubt that this sense

of the oecumene derived from his
lineage, the imperial meeting of East
and West, and above all from the influ-
ence of his mother. Yet his contempor-
aries without his vision found him mys-
tic and erratic.

Like his father, he, too, wished to
marry a Byzantine princess, and it was
only by a cruel turn of fate that he died
while his future wife was on her way
from Constantinople to Germany.

Theophano’s regency had been re-
markable. She stabilized the eastern
borders of her empire; made a settle-
ment with the King of France; proved
to be a capable diplomat and chose the
right people as her councillors. At the
same time, the persons who worked for
her had deep respect for her.

In what many have called the dar-
kest century of Western Europe’s Dark
Age, Theophano brought to the Ger-
man court from the most glorious city
of its time the refinements of civiliza-
tion in dress, decoration, manners and
thought.

In the beloved city of her adopted
country, Cologne, where architecture
still echoes the splendid influence she
brought with her from Byzantium, she
was interred in the monastery of St.
Pandeleimon as she wished, and there
she still lies beneath the bas-relief rep-
resenting herself, her husband and her
son with the words engraved on mar-
ble: Domina Theophanu Imperatrix. ®

n celebrating the millennium of her
Ideath, a series of exhibitions began in
Cologne last spring and will continue in
Thessaloniki, (they are sister-cities)
this month. Entitled “The Macedonian
Renaissance from Byzantium to Ger-
many”, it is attracting roundtable dis-
cussions, lectures, book displays and
concerts. Above all, researchers and
specialists are sharing new knowledge
on this engaging personality.

Under the auspices of the Greek
Consulate at Cologne, University of
Thessaloniki Professor Konstantinos
Kalokyris is presenting a study, in Ger-
man and Greek, called “Theophano”.
Participating, too, is the consul himself,
Mr Panayiotis Karakassis, as well as the
International Center of Greek and

German Scientific and Cultural Re- '

search under the initiative of Professor
Evangelos Konstantinou of the Uni-
versity of Wittenburg, and many others
— all with the blessings of the Orthodox
Archbishop of Germany Augustinos.
In Cologne, a symposium under the
title “Byzantium and the West in the
10th century” drew experts
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from

Greece, England, Austria, Bulgaria
and Italy together with a splendid ex-
hibition of rare books and illustrations
of 10th and 11th centuries gathered
from all over the world, and 50 reli-
gious objects of the period gathered
together under one roof for the first
time. These included gospels, prayer
books, meticulously worked artifacts in
gold, silver and ivory as well as many
priceless illuminated manuscripts.
There was, as well, an exhibition de-
voted to Byzantine Thessaloniki. Two
Orthodox vesper services were held in
the church of Saint Panteleimon,
accompanied by the 42-member chorus
directed by Lykourgos Angelopoulos.
Two concerts were also presented. The
celebrations ended with a lecture on
Byzantine music by composer and pro-
fessor Dimitris Terzakis of the Uni-
versity of Berne.

Finally, a trip was organized by
riverboat up the Rhine, which traced
the same journey that, 1000 years ago,
conveyed the body of this extraordin-
ary woman from Nijmegen to Cologne,
in order that she be buried at the

Benedictine monastery of Saint Pan-
teleimon.

In Athens, at the Goethe Institute
last October, Professor Gunther Wolf,
a historian and researcher who has
specialized on Theophano dwelt on her
remarkable personality. Art historian
Ekaterini Stefanaki also led a very in-
teresting seminar on Theophano’s in-
fluence on the West in all aspects of art;
enamel, gold, silver, ivory, illustrations
of codices and woven silks.

On December 2 at the church of
Saint George, the Rotonda, in Thessa-
loniki, an exhibition opens under the
title “Theophano and her era”. From
December 3 to 5 a symposium will be
held under the auspices of the Goethe
Institute, where a large number of spe-
cialists from various countries will
gather. The program includes projec-
tions, a guide to the Byzantine and
post-Byzantine monuments of the city
and an excursion to Mount Athos.

As Europe strives again for unity
between East and Wést, one woman’s
remarkable attempt to achieve it is
remembered and honored.
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s every part of our society has
its subculture, so does tourism.
Every year hundreds of people

travel to Greece in the hope of working
for their holiday: agrotourists. They
make little or no use of the abundant
facilities available to the average pack-
age deal holiday-maker choosing, in-
stead, to immerse themselves into local
life. On Crete, where agriculture pro-
vides the incomes of a majority of
people, work can be found relatively
easily; there is always something being
planted or harvested. Perhaps the best
known crop is grapes, with a two-week
harvest period starting in the middle of
Travellers arriving in Herakleion by
ferry at dawn may not feel up to a day’s
work in the fields, but at six o’clock in
the morning they are ideally placed to
proceed to any one of the pick-up
points, recognized by the farming com-
munity as labor exchanges. The har-
vesting day starts early and seven
o’clock is the latest any hopeful labor-
ers are expected to be at one of the
appointed places: either Hania Gate or
the Rethymnon bus station.
Once . there, the agrotourist has to
take pot-luck with the hundred or so
other hopefuls. On any particular day
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ON CRETE

Hard work,
long hours
and a small wage
are the prices
that the hired traveller pays,
but for some
it is the most rewarding way
to really get to know
a foreign country

by Angela Loveridge

during the grape harvest the group will
consist not only of agrotourists, but of
Poles, Yugoslavs, Turks, Albanians as
well as Greeks. The recruiting of hands
turns the scene into a veritable market
place, the main question being how
much, or little, people will work for. If
your neighbor offers to work at a lower
price, he will take your place. About
half of the total group will eventually
find employment on any given day, so
the agrotourist must be prepared to sell
himself extortionately cheaply, if his
desire or need to work is great. Fore-
igners, generally ask for less money
than natives, the result being that har-
vesting, at least grapes, is a predomi-
nantly ‘tourist’ occupation. Cheapness
is not the only factor in this result,
farmers will ruthlessly select foreigners
over their fellow countrymen because
of the lack of rapport that will prevail.
A Greek is liable to put down his tools
when he believes enough work has
been done and may also demand food,
a foreigner, on the other hand, will
make no such demands and will work
until told to stop.

In Hania laborers congregate in

‘Kosta’s on the harbor front. The work

in the area is mainly picking oranges

AGROTOURISM

but more often than not the number of
workers far outweighs the amount of
work available.

To be sure of finding some kind of

employment agrotourists are best
advised to avoid both these urban cen-
ters, as they attract too many people
and only service a fraction of the total
area where extra hands are required.
The most reliable method of procuring
work is to go directly to a village and
ask if there is any work available local-
ly, point of contact being the ever-
present  kafeneion. This method
broadens the horizons of the agrotour-
ist immeasurably. Just two weeks of
grape harvesting expand into months of
tomatoes, cucumbers, melons, water- .
melons, olives and numerous other
fruits and vegetables. Even if the actual
harvesting does not coincide with the
pre-booked holiday, farmers are plant-
ing, pruning and upkeeping all year
round, and, although most of this work
is shouldered by their children there
are always some gaps to be filled.
Once hired, the laborer must work
and there should be no doubt, it is
hard. Cretan farmers do not give away
money for nothing. The typical agro-
tourist begins at six or seven o’clock in
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the morning and works until the same
hour, or even later, in the evening, with
a break during the hottest hours of the
day — 12 or one till four. If one is in
luck, the farmer’s wife will provide all
the workers with a hearty noon meal,
the agrotourist will be given some-
where to lay his sleeping bag, and
renumeration of six or 7000 drachmas a
day. However, none of this is obliga-
tory, although the meal is usual, and
the majority of irregular laborers are
provided transportation back to where
they started.

Generally, wage levels are low,
forced down by the freemarket style of
recruitment, and can be as little as 3000
drachmas for eight hours of back-
breaking work. The accepted average
for a whole day, though, is 5000
drachmas.

But if the crop is poor, or the farmer
does not think he will be able to sell his
produce, he does not employ hired
help, preferring to rely on family and
friends. For the past two years crops
have been poor due to lack of rain and
this year Greek grapes did not sell well
and, as a result, seasonal work oppor-
tunities dwindled.

Occasionally, the agrotourist can
find himself, or more commonly her-
self, in a nightmare situation. In the
fields, as in nearly all spheres of Greek
life, women are considered to be
second-class. Instances of non-payment
and harassment are much more fre-
quent for women. As trouble may
come from employers as well as fellow-
workers, it is advisable for women to
work in pairs or groups. Even in this
case heavy reprimands can be incurred
simply for talking while working. So
beware! Unfortunately, the worker has
no right of reply under such circumst-
ances as, officially, he is not supposed
to be working in the first place.

Despite the drawbacks, agrotourists
continue to pour into Crete, hoping to
find something of the true Cretan spirit
to take home with them. To work
alongside local people for two weeks is
to learn more about them and their
land than 20 years of regular package
touring could divulge. It is this reason,
rather than the meagre amount of
money to be made, that drives agro-
tourists to strive to be one of the
“lucky” ones. Agrotourists come to
Crete to discover Crete, not a pre-
packed model of their homeland. In
this sense, a subculture can rise above
what is popularly considered a “nor-
mal” one, proving that the classic
traveller who seeks breadth and under-
standing can still be found. u
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New Zealand’s
kiwi coin

/ Gold
Fur and

Feathers

hen Croesus (King of Lydia,
550 BC) minted the ‘mother’
of all coins he started a re-

volution in money since matched only
by the introduction of ‘plastic’, the
credit card. The ‘owls’ of Athens, silver
drachma pieces stamped with the sym-
bol of Athena, were tHe first coins to be
guaranteed by a state and forever
changed a barter to a monetary trade
system.

Since then, every petty prince has
had his profile etched in every possible
material, including the natural alloy
electrum (gold and silver) and even
platinum. Many of these past coins,
even with their pompous portraits,
have been magnificent works of art.

Many have also depicted birds and
animals, but it would seem that current
mints of the world have hopped on the
ecological bandwagon since they are
now etching images of vanished and
vanishing wildlife.

For years, the standard for gold
coins was set by the South African
Krugerrand, the first to be sold, not at
its face value, but at the current gold
rate. This coin, graced with the beauti-
ful Springbok, is legal tender in South
Africa and certified by that government
for fineness. The decision to market the
Krugerrand according to the price of
gold rather than a fixed face value
.overcame the problem of a coin having
a metal worth exceeding its face value.

This happened with the coins
minted to mark the marriage of King
Constantine. They never reached
general circulation because the silver
content was worth more than the face
value of 50 drachmas.

The latest animal to join the shining
swarm is the unfortunate dodo of
Mauritius (see The Athenian, October
1990) which is a gold bullion coin issued
with a 916.66 fineness in four de-
nominations. It, too, is sold in relation
to the international gold market price,
the face value indicating only that it is
legal tender.
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China cashed in on the panda craze,
bringing out a gold panda coin. New
Zealand has its kiwi coin; the Republic
of Korea its bird of paradise, and Au-
stralia a coin featuring both the kangar-
0o and the emu, with the Australian
coat of arms — all in silver.

But Australia has really done itself
proud in minting golden fur. In 1988 it
minted a platinum koala and last year
brought out a 10 gram 22 karat gold
platypus with a face value of 200 Au-
stralian dollars. It has remained faith-
ful, however, to its national symbol,
the kangaroo (see The Athenian, May
1990) by bringing out the largest gold
coin ever targeted for individual inves-
tors.

This nugget coin, with the red kan-
garoo in full gallop, this monstrous
personification of gold lust, is 99.99
pure gold, has a diameter of 75 mm (3
in), is 12.9 mm thick and weighs one
kilo!

The minting of gold coins, believe it
or not, is not always a success! Britain’s
Royal Mint has had to melt down its
stockpile of 23 million sovereigns be-
cause nobody wanted them. This was
mainly the fault of the chancellor
whose greed in imposing a VAT tar-
nished the coin beyond salvage. Even
worse, this had made redundant a
state-of-the-art burgler-proof safe in
which the coins were to be stored,
constructed at a cost of 1.56 million
pounds.

The Americans have had their prob-
lems as well — 456 million Susan B.
Anthony silver dollars are stored out of
sight from coast to coast and sales have
been stagnant for the ‘double-eagle’.
Minted again for the first time since the
US went off the gold standard in 1933,
their reissue has benefited mainly the
goldminers.

Far more interest has been shown in
the American Gold Eagles believed to
be aboard the SS Republic rammed by
an Italian liner in 1909. The original 3
million US dollars value is now worth,
depending upon their condition, from
50 million to 1.6 billionUS dollars!

The most famous coins of the West-
ern world are probably the silver shek-
als of Tyre minted by the Phoenicians
and distributed throughout a large
area, including Judaea. These ‘Judas’
coins featured Malquart (the Eastern
Hercules) on the observe and a rather
fierce-looking bird on the reverse.

Japan, forever causing controversy
because of its hunting of whales, dol-
phins and netted birds, has even man-
aged to create an uproar over gold
coins — one issue with a representation

of a Chinese phoenix arising from its
ashes, an ironic symbol as it turns out,

During the years 1986 and 87 eleven
million gold coins were minted to com-
memorate the 60th year of Emperor
Hirohito’s reign. The problem is that
their gold content was worth only about
one third of the face value — an irresisti-
ble invitation to counterfeiters. It was
alleged that 74 million (103,000 coins)

Australian coin featuring both the kan-
garoo and the emu, with the Australian
coat of arms — all in silver.

The Republic of Korea’s bird of para-
dise coin

of fakes had entered the country. A
scandal involving a British dealer (no
charges were brought) brought the en-
tire issue into doubt,

With confidence in Japanese gold
coins shattered, the new issue of 2
million gold coins (with a face value of
100,000 yens) minted to celebrate the
ascent of Emperor Akihito has had a
slow start in the numismatic com-
munity.

These coins have, however, 50 per-
cent more gold than their predecessors,
but depending upon the fluctuating
gold market, may still be worth less
than half their face value. Although the
Japanese government can still pocket
600 million US dollars for this issue, the
canny investor may also turn a tidy
profit if he can get hold of a Showa
coin.

These were changing hands at about
one third of their face value although
the Japanese government is forced to
redeem them at face value. By bying
Akihito coins with Showas, which have
the same face value, an extra 10 grams
of gold can be bought at no extra cost!
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... B 361-0581

. B 523-2821
oo B 322-3521
... B 522-5903

Foreign Affairs, Akademias 1
Health & Welfare, Aristotelous 17
Interior, Stadiou 27

Justice, Socratous & Zinonos ... i

Labor, Pireos 40 .. ®523-3110
Merchant Marine,

Greg Lambraki 150, Piraeus o B 412-1211
National Defense, Holargos Sq . B 646-5201
National Economy, Syntagma Sq ... & 323-0931

Northern Greece, Thessaloniki ............... & (031) 26-4321
Planning, Housing & Environment,

Amaliados 17 .....ccevenmveviiieieeeese e B 634-1460
Presidency, El Venizelou 15 ... B 364-0502
Press & Information, Zalokosta 10 ... . & 363-0911
Prime Minister's Office, Irodou Attikou 19 ...... B 724-0654
Public Order, Katehaki 1 .... ... B692-9210
Social Security, Stadiou 29 .. &323-9010

Banks

The addresses listed are those of the central offices. Most
branches also have a number of suburban and rural
branches. All banks are open from 8am to 2pm Monday to
Thursday; Friday, 8am to 1:30pm.

National Bank of Greece, Kar Servias 2 ......... & 321-0411

... B 321-0911

Commercial Bank, Sophokleous 1
lonian and Popular Bank, Panepns!lmlou 45 & 322-5501
Bank of Greece, Panepistimiou 21 . . B 320-1111

Credit Bank, Stadiou 40 . B 324-5111
The following exchange centres are open extra hours:
8am - 9pm, Mon - Fri; 8am - 8 pm Sat, Sun:

National Bank, Kar Servias & Stadiou ............ & 322-2738
Mon - Fri 8:30am - 1:30pm. - 3:30 - 7:30pm:
Hilton Hotel, Vas Sofias 46 ...............c.cveeeriene & 722-0201

Foreign Banks

Algemene Bank Nederland
Paparigopoulou 3 Klafthmonos Sq
American Express, Panepistimiou 31 ..
Arab Bank, Stadiou 10
Arab-Hellenic Bank, Syngrou 80-88 . & 902-0946
Bank of America, Panepistimiou 39 .. B 325-1901
Bank of Nova Scotia, Panepistimiou 37 ......... 2 324-3891
Bank of Saderat (Iran), Panepistimiou 25 & 324-9531
Bankers Trust, Stadiou 3 ... B 322-9835
Banque Franco-Hellenique de Commerce International
et Maritime S.A., Amalias 12 .. B 323-9701
Banque Nationale de Paris, 5 Koumbari ..
Barclays Bank, Voukourestiou 15 .
Chase Manhattan, Korai 3 ..
Citibank, Othonos 8,
Kolonaki Sq ......ccoouuiviiiiianns
Akti Miaouli 47-49, Piraeus .
Crédit Commercial, Amalias 20 ..
Grindlays Bank,

Merlin 7
Akti Miaouli 93, Piraeus
Morgan Grenfell, 19-20 Kolonaki Sq .
National Westminster Bank,
Merarchias 7, Piraeus ..
Stadiou 24, Athens ...
Dragoumi 3, Thessaloniki
Société Générale, Ippokratous 23 ...
The Royal Bank of Scotland PLC,
BRI MIBOUIBT wiscimmmmmssmsmamsssmsivin B 452-7483

& 324-3973
... ®323-4781-4
. & 325-5401/2

. B 3227471
2 361-8619
B 452-3511
.. B 324-1831

... B 362-4601
B 411-1753
... B 360-6456

& 411-7415
.. B 325-0924
& (031) 531-006
... B 364-2010

Places of Worship

. B 322-6042
& 646-4315
... B 325-2149
... B 322-4633

B 325-2823
... B 321-6357

Agia Irmil, Aeolou
Agios Dimitrios (Ambelokipi)
Agios Grigorios (Armenian), Kriezi 10 ..
Agios Sotiros, Kidathineon
Beth Shalom Synagogue, Melidoni 8
Chrisospilotissa, Aelou 60
Christos Kirche (German Evangelical),

SINA BB .ot & 361-2713
Church of Christ International, Pireos 28 ....... B 524-5527,
899-1815

Crossroads International Christian Centre,

Lambrou Katsoni 58 (Ambelokipi) .........c..ce.. & 644-6980
First Church of Christ (Scientist),
VISSANON0S 7A ..ouviiiv e s &’ 721-1520

Metropolis (Cathedral), Metropoleos & 322-1308
Mosque, Caravel Hotel,

Vas. Alexandrou 2
St Andrews Protestan
3 Papanikoli, Papagou
St Denis (Catholic), Venizelou 24
St Nikodimos (Russian Orthodox),

.. B 729-0721

. B 652-1401
... B 362-3603

St Paul's (Anglican), Filellinon 29 & 647-9585,721-4906

FIlBNINBNIRT sasimmmsiiissisarmssismesmmivis & 323-1090 -

Scandinavian Church (Swedish),
Akti Themistokleous 282, Piraeus
Trinity Baptist Church, Vouliagmenis 58
Church of 7th Day Adventists,

KRerBIROU B vsssmsisenivsssmesssgupes & 522-4962

... ®451-6564
... B 895-0165

Cultural Organizations and
Atchaeological Institutes

American School of Classical Studies,

SouldIAs B, s emmumnsrsmmsgrassisan B 723-6314
Archaeological School of the Netherlands,
AlEX: BOUISOMRA, vusissumsissimesssmmmmmeivsy & 362-2555

Australian Archaeol. Institute, Zacharitsa 23, & 324-4842
Belgian Archaeol. School, Lavrion & (0292)25158
British School of Archaeol. 52 Souidias ....... 96 721-0974
Canadian Archaeol.Institute, Gennadiou 2B, & 722-3201
French School of Archaeology, Didotou 6 ...... & 361-2518
Fulbright Foundation, Vas Sofias6 ....... . B 7241811
German School of Archaeology, 1 Fidiou, ... 96 362-0092
Goethe Institute, Omirou 14-16 .. & 360-8111
Hellenic American Union, Massalias 22 B 362-9886
Institut Frangais, Sina 31
Branch: Massalias 18
Instituto ltaliano di Cultura,Patission 47
Jewish Community Centre, Melidoni 8 i
Norwegian Institute, Erechtheiou 30 ..............
Soc. for Study of Modern Greek Culture,

BINaAB! wusmsnenimnsimsns s & 363-9872
Spanish Cultural Institute, Skoufa 31 .............. & 360-3568
Swedish Archaeological Institute,

MISOOMD: swsvisummissnmssimmnaaisang & 923-2102

The Lyceum of Greek Women, Dimokritou 14 & 361-1042

Educational Institutions

The Alpine Centre, 39 Pat.loakim
American Community Schools
Athens Centre ..

Athens College (Psych|ko)
Athens College (Kantza) ......
Byron College (Maroussi) .
Campion School
College Year in Athens .
Deree College (Ag Paraskevi) .
Dropfeld Gymnasium
European University, Marathonodromon 81
Paleo Psychiko
Green Hill School, Kokinaki 17,
lonic Centre, Lysiou 11, Plaka ....
ltalian School ......
Lycee Frangais ... .. & 362-4301
Kifissia Montessori School .. @ 808-0322
Mediterranean College, Akadimias 98 & 364-6022/5116
Pooh Corner 2 801-1827
Southeastern College .. . ‘B 364-3405,
St Catherine's British Embassy .. B 282-9750
St Lawrence College .. B 894-2725
Stepping Stones Bncultural Gh|ldren s Centre, B 751-1965
Tasis Hellenic International School ..

The Old Mill (remedial) ..........
The University of La Verne
3-4-5 Brit.Nursery Sch., Pal Faliron .
University Centre for Recognition of
Foreign Degrees, Syngrou 112.....
TASIS Elementary

. B 721-307/3700
& 639-3200

& 647-7113
.. & 801-7115/872

.. & 324-6614/5
.. B 228-0338

Social/Sports Clubs

. & 881-1768
. B 962-7122, 962-7218

The Aikido Assoc., 3 Sept. 144 .
Alcoholics Anonymous ..
Al-Anon, . B 779-6017, 935-3873
Amnesty International, Mavromichali 20 ........ & 360-0628
Athenian Hockey Club ... . B 802-9530, 807-7719
The Athens Singers .... 96 801-3672
American Legion, Tziraion 9 . . ®922-0067
ACS Tennis Club, Halandri . & 639-3200

AOK Tennis Club, Kifissia 2 801-3100
Athens Tennis Club, Vas Olgas 2 ... & 923-2872
Attica Tennis Club, Filothei . ® 681-2557
Belgian-Greek Business Circle, Othonos 8 .... & 322-0723
Canadian Women's Club ... B 804-3823
Cross-Cultural Association . B 804-1212
Daughters of Penelope, . B 751-9731
Democrats Abroad R 722-4645
Ekali Club, Lofou 15, Ekali . . & 813-2685
English Speaking Society R 672-5485
Fed of Bridge Clubs, Evripidou 6 . ... B 321-0490
Fed of Greek Excursion Clubs, .... . B 323-4107
Gliding Club of Athens, Pafsaniou 8 B 723-5158
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Golf Club, Glyfada ........c..ccovvvirrineeereerce, 3 894-6820
Greek Girl Guides Association,

Xenofondos 10
Greek Scout Association, Ptolemeo 1
Greek Touring Club, Polytechniou 12 .
Hash House Harriers Jogging Club, Kifissia
Hippodrome, Faliro
Overeaters Anonymous ...
Players English Theatre Group
The Players
Republicans Abroad (Greece) .
Riding Club of Greece, Paradissos .
Riding Club of Athens, Gerakas
Spastics Society
Sports Centre, Agios Kosmas ..
Politia Club, Aristotelous 18, .

B 323-5794
.. B 724-4437
.. @ 524-8600
2 808-0565
2 941-7761
B 346-2800
B 202-2316

. B 701-5634
.. B 981-5572
. & 801-1566

Vera Tennis Club, Nea Filothei . B 681-3562
World Wide Fund for Nature, Asklipiou 14, .... & 362-3342,
363-4661

Yacht Club of Greece, Microlimano ................ & 417-9730
YMCA (XAN) Omirou 28 .... ... B 362-6970

YWCA (XEN) Amerikis 11 . 2 362-4291

Business Associations

Athens Association of Commercial Agents,
Voulis 15 /j. /.096 323-2622
Athens Business and Professional Women's Club

50 00 (1 - G e T, 2 861-3522
Athens, Cosmopolitan Lions Club
(Mr P Baganis) & 360-1311

Danish Business Association ...
European Economic Community (EEC),

VS SOHAB2 oicurinmtimmmsssmssssmrssnosssipmssssaniesioss & 724-3982
Fed of Greek Industries, Xenofondos 5 .. . & 323-7325
Foreign Press Association, Akademias 23 ..... & 363-7318
Greek Productivity Centre (EL-KE-PA), ......... & 360-0411
Hellenic Cotton Board, Syngrou 150 ... B922-5011
Hellenic Export Promotion Council,

Stadiou 24
Hellenic Shipowners' Association,
National Org. of Hellenic Handicrafts,

17 [117e]oTo] -1 < O & 322-1017
National Statistical Service,

Lykourgou 14-16 ..
Propeller Club, .....
Rotary Club, Kriezotou 3 .
Thessaloniki International Fair, .

B 894-8848

... B 322-6871
. B411-8011

. & 324-7805
. & 778-3698
... B 362-3150
........ & (031)23-9221

Chambers of Commerce

Greek

Athens Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
Akadimias 7-9 ... & 360-4815/2411
Chamber of Fine Arts of Greece,

Mitropoleos 28 ........ccouveurieiererereee e 2 323-1230
Geotechnical Chamber of Greece

Venizelou 64, Thessaloniki .................. & (031)278817/18

The Hellenic Chamber for Development and
Economic Cooperation with Arab Countries,

180 Kifissias, Neo Psychiko ......... & 671-1210, 672-6882
Handicrafts Chamber of Athens,
AKdIMIas 18 ....coocvevvrveereeeienseriesscereererenns & 363-0253

... B 323-6641

Hellenic Chamber of Hotels,Stadiou 4 ........
... B 411-8811

Hellenic Chamber of Shipping,
International, Chamber of Commerce

KENINGOS BT wuiiiiicsitivinssassenssarsenssasaasissassonsssonss 2 361-0879
Piragus Chamber of Commerce & Industry,

Loudovikou 1, Plateia Roosevelt ................... B 417-7241
Professional Chamber of Athens,

Panepistimiou 44 .............cccccceomveneninernrinnnns & 360-1651

Foreign Chambers of Commerce
American Hellenic, Kanari 16 ...
Arab Hellenic, 180 Kifissias ... .. B 647-3761
British Hellenic, Vas Sofias 25 ....... & 721-0493,721-0361
Far East Trade Centre (Rep of China)

Vas Sofias 54

... B 361-8385

B 724-3107

French, Vas Sofias 7a . . B 362-5516,362-5545
German Hellenic, Dorilaiou 10-12 .................. B 644-4546
Hong Kong Trade Development Council,

Vas Alexandrou 2 .......cccecvuveveeverevisinrereninns B 724-6723
Italian, Mitropoleos 25 ..........ccceevvvviercviinnnns & 323-4551
Japan External Trade Organization,

KOUMBET B.i.nsisssusisssniiisssmssenssssssenmmsssrssressissios & 363-0820

Taipei Economic and Cultural Office,
Vas Sofias 54 .. B 724-3107
Yugoslav, Valaoritou 17 .. 2 361-8420
Christie's, Vas Sofias 27 (Ms L Logotheti) ...... & 721-9755
Sotheby’s, Panepistimiou 6 (Mr |. Sotiropoulos)

...................................................... & 361-5450,361-5343
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From left, Delta Flight Attendant Bonita Caringola, First Officer Timothy Therrell, Captain
Larry Bacon and Flight Attendant Stephanie Allen,

Now that Delta Air Lines has begun Asia, the world has become smaller, and
greatly expanded operations from 21 new the atmosphere warmer.
cities across Europe, the Middle East and Delta is dedicated to bringing travelers
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the best service in the sky. Service that's

more convenient, and gives you more
travel choices. Tendered with the special
warmth and professionalism the people of

Delta are known for, wherever they fly.

New service from Greece.

Now you can fly from Athens to
Frankfurt, with connecting nonstop ser-
vice to New York, Washington D.C., Cin-
cinnati, Atlanta, Orlando or Miami.

Allin all, Delta can fly you to any of
over 240 U.S. destinations with one ticket,
on one airline system,

p




i)

~ e

o

1

> N XYON VIR TSN LML X A

Lw A\ _47 &

r, e e, i B e s i e

EEER——— 1 S

THE

ATHENIAN
Wine & Dine

by Dimitris Antonopoulos

P * ¥ i i
YN A
SLaVike
e

AR S

' \S “U W,

o=

Cover by Giorgos Kouroudis » ‘ Illustrations by Susa Avela
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“The nectar slides down within you.
Close your eyes for a moment.
There you are: on the other side of life.”

Frédéric Dard.

This nectar is not a psychedelic potion. It is simply wine, with all its magic, all its ability
to give pleasure to people who search for it. Searching for pleasure in wine means

Degustation...

..is the art of tasting and judging wine through the
senses. Some believe that degustation is like mountain-
climbing: by no means easy, but not quite so difficult as
imagined.

Wine is judged and enjoyed, with the cye, the nose, but
mainly the palate. The first quality to look for in a good
wine is balance, a harmonious blending of flavors. All
these sensations, beginning on the tongue, seem infinite,
but all are finally reducible to a combination of the four
elementary tastes: sweet, salty, sour and bitter. The 400
calyxes of taste distributed on the tongue register the
degree of sweetness or bitterness. Those located on the
front of the tongue are on the look out for the sweet. On
the sides, are the detectors of salty and sour, while, on
the back, are joined the calyxes which distinguish the
bitter. All these sensations lead to the brain where, after
rapid calculation, we declare (for example) “the
Sauterne is delicious!” Thus, it is very important not to
swallow the wine directly, but to roll it about on the
tongue in order to judge its merits and defects.

If a mathematic equation for balance in red wine could
be formulated, it would read: sweet = sour + bitter. But
how can we speak of sweet in dry wines where all sugar
is transformed in alcohol? It is the alcohol itself which
provokes the sweet sensation, also called ‘mellow’.
Besides balance, there are lots of things which merit
attention in wine. Without them its estimation is incom-

plete.

Bitter...

..1s the taste that tannins give to wine. They are
substances coming from the pips, stems and skins of the
grapes, as well as from the wood of new barrels.
Tannins are present mainly in red wines. If one grates
against the gums, it is called firm, hard, harsh. If rich in
tannins, but also balanced, it is a solid wine. When the
tannins soften with time and co-operate perfectly with
the ‘mellow’ of the wine, then it will be ample, full-
bodied, fleshy and supple. With few tannins, wine is
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degustation.

light and easy, but when the lightness is well balanced
then it is round. If there is no tannins, the wine is
unformed, unstructured.

All these happen with red wines. In white wines,
balance is achicved between acidity and alcohol.

Acidity

When a wine is lacking in acidity, especially a white
onc, brand it as insipid, faint; if it has too much, label it
acid, green. A white or a new red wine, pleasant because

of a little high acidity but in balance with the alcohol is
fresh, vivacious, perhaps nervous, skittish.

Alcohol

[f it burns a bit on the tongue, a wine is hot and it is
difficult to judge its taste. If the alcohol remains power-
ful but does not disturb the balance, then the wine is
vinous, generous, full-bodied, strong. Should the ‘mel-
low’ sensation of alcohol dominate, it is soft and fleshy.
Faint in alcohol, it is small and light.

Very well. Balance is one of the qualities of good wine,
but if; in addition, flavors flower on the palate, leaving a
succession of long aromatic sensations after swallowing,
and all these impressions are produced in a very refined
sort of way, then it is a rich, long, elegant, great wine.
All these adjectives indicate how different wines can be.
With proper training, degustation becomes a very re-
warding sport — and you will be able to better appreci-
ate your wine.

Smelling

It is not far from truth if we say that half the enjoyment
of wine lies in its aroma and the connoisseur may detect
the fragrance of spring flowers, or a potpourri of dried
petals, or baskets of ripe fruits, or pots of jams, or chests
of spices. In this post-modern age, the vocabulary of
wine is almost infinite.

The multitude and variety of wines surprise. It is not
easy to identify them at all times. Aromas melt into one
another. Sometimes you recognize a flower’s fragrance
but cannot name it. Keep trying; that is the beauty of
wine. But have in mind that in new wines we look for
simple, pleasant aromas, while in older ones, the sense
of smell is seduced by a complex bouquet, a blend of
beautiful fragrances.
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Aceidents

[t is normal for any living organism to get ill sometimes.
It is the same with wine. If you fall on a bad bottle,
don’t panic. The essential thing is to diagnose the
disease and to avoid the consumption of such a wine.
The cellar may have been warm, or too dry. The cork
was at fault, so the wine has been in contact with the air
for a long period. It smells like an oxydized apple. If
such a bottle is served in a restaurant, send it back. Do
the same if you see an unhealthy cork, perhaps with
some mould on it. This is not the case in some white
sediments found in white wines. It may not please the
eye, but it just has some tartaric salts which doesn’t
affect the quality.

Harmony is an art

If an excellent dish or a fantastic wine gives great
pleasure by itself] it is the successful combination of the
two which excites the greatest delight. The matching of
a certain wine with a certain dish is a pleasant but
challenging experiment because of the multitude of
possible partnerships. In searching for perfect gastrono-
mic harmony and following such classic rules as com-
bining seafood with white wines and meat with red
ones, only general lines of reference are useful. For
example, there is no better wine to accompany an
octopus in tomato sauce than dry, red Naoussa. Nor are
all white wines suitable with fish.

In combining food and wine one must be imaginative.
Success comes with experience. Beaujolais Nouveau-
type reds and whites with high acidity, like Moscho-
filero from Mantinia or a Ktima Gerovassiliou go well
with all kinds of sausages and salamis. These wines cut
meat fats, giving delicious combinations.

Broiled or fried fish need wines of a certain vivacity,
while a fish in a butter sauce prefers wines with an
acidity supported by alcohol’s ‘mellowness’, like a
Chablis. Chicken is good not only with elegant, round
red wines (such as Nemea Ktima Papaioannou) but
also with a sparkling demi-sec. White meats prefer
clegant round wines (Nemea or even a Paros). Broiled
red meats ask for a Cabernet Sauvignon, and game
turns to a vivid and tannic red wine of Naoussa. With
cheeses, variety is unlimited but there are successful
marriages like goat cheeses, such as Crotin de Chavig-
nol with Sancerre or the Greek Chateau Beausoleil;
Roquefort and blue Stilton with Sauternes and Port. For
dessert, never forget strawberries with brut champagne.
Greek baklava wants an olorosso medium-dry sherry.
With a gatcau chocolat, the famous Nectar of Samos or
the sweet Mavrodafni are delicious combinations.
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Be in its service

A precious drink like wine makes some serving de-
mands. Not all glasses are appropriate for wine tasting.
Those small glasses often found in tavernas are. the
worst. The best is the snifter with its stem and bowl with
turned-in rims from which the fragrance doesn’t easily
escape. The goblet should be of clear glass one third
filled; allows the wine to be turned and, if desired,
slightly warmed in the palm of the hand to allow its
fragrances to rise and be' inhaled.

Serving temperature is very important. Wines find their
balance at certain levels. A few degrees lower or higher
and their taste is altered. Sweet, sparkling, white wines
and Champagne, are best served between 6 and 8
Celsius; light dry whites, between 8-10 C, rosés, full-
bodied whites and red nouveaux wines between 9-12 (OR
young fruity reds between 10-14 C; mature red wines
between 14-18 C.
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WINE SHOPPING

The sale of wine is, on the part of the sophisticated merchant, the result of research and an act of
love. Patronize the most knowledgeable cavas of Athens:

Amadeus:
Leoforos Kifissias 296, Psychiko, tel. 6471-453.
Celier:

a)Kriezotou 1, Syntagma Square, tel. 3612-802,

b) Leoforos Kifissias 238, Kifissia, tel. 8080-496.

Les Connoisseurs:

Haritos 23, Kolonaki, tel. 7239-195.
Precieux:

a) Akadimias 14, Kolonaki, tel. 3608-616,
b) Leoforos Kifissias 293

(shopping center Finikas),

tel. 8015-169.

Vinifera:

Leoforos Kifissias 317, Kifissia, tel. 8077-709.
Vinum:

a) Papadiamantopoulou 138 and Kavatha,
Zografou, tel. 7713-185,

b) Vassilissis Olgas and 28 Oktovriou,
Maroussi, tel. 8028-978.

SELECTED GREEK WINES

Greece is the original home of wine in the Western world. With the exception of famous/infamous
retsina, in the country of Dionysos one can taste excellent, original wines. Here are some of them, as
an indication of the state of wine production today in Greece, including the labels of great winneries

and small producers.

WHITE WINES

Chdteau Beausoleil and Ktima Gerovassiliou:

two wonderful wines made by the oenologist V.
Gerovassiliou from Greek Assyrtiko and French
Chardonnay. Their aroma is dominated by the liveliness
of freshly ground pepper, while the Chateau suggests a
basil and flowery background. They are full-bodied,
balanced by a nice, nervous acidity.

Santorini Boutaris:

this volcanic wine has a fruity, pear-like, sharp aroma
with some hint of eucalyptus balanced in the mouth with
a certain vivacity.

Drossalis — Patras (AOC):

a nice wine coaxed into existence by the oenologist
Thanassis Parparousis. He presents a charming
peppery and Muscal-like aroma and its taste is tender

and sweetish with an acidity that balances it to the palate.

Patras (AOC) — Achaia Clauss:

nice aroma of lime at the beginning, turning with time to
peach and watermelon. Mouthfilling with successive
sensations of bitter, sweet and acid, harmony existing
among them.

Mantinia (AOC) — Orina Ktimata —
Ampelones Antonopoulou:

very pleasant flowery fragrances, light in the mouth with
a gentle bitter aftertaste.

Melissanthi — Cétes de Meliton (AOC) —
Domaine Carras:

a superb wine with wonderful bouquet of flowers with a
fruity background. Unctuous, soft, balanced by acidity
freshness and long aftertas