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When you can have 
th~ No.1 car rental company 

tn the world, would you 
look for the second liest? 

Nobody hands you 1st place. You have to conquer it. 
And to remain on top, you have to maintain higher standards than everyone else. 

This is why Hertz is No. 1. 

[I in number of cars: Over 2000 cars await to take you everywhere 
you wish. 

[I in selection: Think of which car you might like and ask for it at 
Hertz. The most representative models are at your disposal to 
meet your preference in appearance as well as in performance. 

[I in network: Hertz comes nearer and nearer to you. With 46 W stations all over the country, Hertz is always near its customers. 

li I in the world: If your activities cross the border, Hertz with the 
largest network in the world takes care of that too. lt reserves a car 
for you in any part of the world you wish. You merely select one 
of the 5000 stations operating in 130 countries and about 2000 
airports. 

[I in prices: The Hertz prices are its great surprise. ·Never have there 
been prices as competitive as these for such services. 

[I in discounts: For its customers, Hertz makes special discounts 
on its already unbeatable prices, with the unique Customer 
Discount Program (CDP). 

[I in service: The Hertz people are always ready to listen to you and W recommend the ideal solution for your case; from a simple rental 
to long-term rentals or even leasing. 

When Hertz always offers you first class would you look for 
second? 

International Reservations (enter: 9942850 

· Hertz 
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The aim of The Southeastern Review: A 
Quarterly Journal of the Humanities in the 
Southeastern Mediterranean is to provide a 
forum for scholarly nonfiction (in the fields of art, 
drama, history, literature, philosophy, and politics) 
and high quality, contemporary poetry and short 
fiction. 
All submissions should reflect the journal's com
mitment to publishing important schola~ly and 
creative work on Greek themes. 
Fiction: Short stories, novel excerpts, translations. 
Send entire ms. Length: no minimum or maximum. 
Pays according to significance/author. 
Poetry: Original, unpublished. Submit three to 
eight poems. Length : open. Pays according to 
length/significance/author. . 
Nonfiction: O riginal and critical articles. Reviews, 
translations. Length : 1,500 - 5,000 words. Pay 
vanes. 

All submissions: Elizabeth Bolcmiln Herring, Editor; 
TSR; Amerikis and 18 Valaoritou St.; 106 71 Athens, 

Greece. 

The Southe3stcrn Review is ;r pub/ic.1tion of Southe3ster:n College. 
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Philoxenia still flourishing 

Dear Editors, 
To the recent tourists who have 

complained about Greece through 
your columns, we would like to offer 
another view. We would particularly 
like to comment on the letter from 
Elliott Vern of Casselbury, Fla. (Au
gust), who somehow managed to stir 
up the worst side of almost everyone 
he met in his "several interminable 
days in Greece". He lashed out at 
everyone from "barbarian taxi drivers" 
and "neurotic waiters" to "abusive 
sheep-herders posing as ferry boat of
ficers". 

All we can say - after spending a 
year travelling throughout Greece - is 
that we found many more abusive 
tourists in Greece than abusive 
Greeks. 

In one Cretan village , we met a 
shepherd and baker who typified the 
amazing philoxenia that is uniquely 
Greek and overwhelms most tourists 
who get beyond the Hilton. Upon driv
ing into the village, we asked some 
women where the historic fort could 
be found. They hailed a man who 
turned out to be the area baker. He 
said: "Come with me." 

Within minutes, we were inside his 
tiny , crowded house adjoining the bak
ery , drinking ouzo and eating nuts with 
his wife and two children. Later , he 
took us through some alleys and up a 
rocky path to where a shepherd lived. 
The shepherd , dressed in the tradi
tional pallikari outfit of leather boots, 
britches, black woolen shirt and black 
knitted headband , joined our trek up 
the hill. 

On the return trip, the shepherd's 
wife greeted us with another round of 
ouzo and nuts. Conversation soon led 
to an offer to slaughter a chicken for 
dinner, which we declined. At the bak
ery, our host presented us with a huge 
bag of bread and cookies. In over 60 
years of travel, we have never encoun
tered such genuine and effusive hospi- . 
tality · as we have in Greece. The . 
poorest Greeks have a certain grace 
which we don't see in our country 
though the poverty line is much higher. 
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letters 

In Iraklion, Crete, a hotel barten
der invited us to share New Year's 
Eve with his friends and family; in 
Sparta a bellboy lent us 5000 drachmas 
near Messolonghi, a picknicking family 
shared their meal with us, not knowing 
that we were temporarily short of 
funds for food that day because of a 
bank holiday; in a small town on 
Chios, a 12-year-old boy and girl be
came our voluntary tour guides for 
half a day; in Voula, a hotel owner 

invited us to a family baptism a few 
days after we arrived; in Trikala, a 
retired salesman and wife whom we 
had met in a cafe served us a meal in 
his home and shepherded us around 
the area in his car; near Chania in 
Crete, a gas station owner gave us a 
bag of fruit every time we bought 
gasoline. On numerous occasions, a 
simple request for directions turned 
into raki and sweets in someone's 
kitchen . The list is endless. 

To be sure, Greece has plenty of 
problems, many of which have been 
outlined in The Athenian. Some of 
them are hurting the country's vital 
tourist business. For example, historic · 
sites and museums generally close at 
3 pm daily, an inconvenience to many 
would-be patrons. Lack of informative 
signs and dirty public restrooms turn 
off many others. So do the stereotyped 
menus. But these things should be easy 
to fix . 

Far more serious are the problems 
·of pollution, noisy vehicles, pervasive 
trash, unplanned development and a 
severely politicized bureaucracy. But 
Greece is not overwhelmed, the way 
the US is, by the societal disasters of 
crime, narcotics , alcoholism and home·
lessness. These products of "progress" 
may be on the way, but they are not 
here yet. 

That is why Greece remains such . 
a pleasant' oasis for m~my Americans. 
And that is why we would like to say, 
"Thank you, Greece, for a wonderful 
year." 

Dear Editors: 

Arthur E. Rowse 
Ruth C. Fort 

Chevy Chase, MD 

I would like to bring to your atten
tion a matter of serious concern. On 12 
January 1988 Mr Panayiotis Katanidis 
was arrested and jailed for refusing to 
serve in the Armed Forces. Mr Katani
dis is a member of the Jehovah's Wit
nesses who, as you know, do not be
lieve in joining the armed services. 

As a member of Amnesty Interna
tional, I would ask that you investigate 
the situation: One of the recommenda
tions of the European Community 
Committee of Ministers (Number 
R(878) on 9 April 1987 was that all 
member states should amend their 
national laws to recognize conscien
tious objection to military service. In 
addition , a 10 March 1987 UN Corn- . 
mission on Human Rights Resolution 
(Number 1987/46) recommends that 
states should provide for alternative 
civilian service. 

Mr Katanidis is being held at the 
Kassandra Agricultural Prison, Para
rtime Xenofontas, N. Moudanis 
673200, Chalkidiki. 

Please look into this matter and 
provide any and all assistance towards 
its resolution. I look forward to your 
response at the address below. 

Bob Wilson 
134 Quail Have~1 Drive 

Easley, SC 29640 
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The sign of the dove 

At last Greece has come out of the 
. closet: it has officially admitted to 
having fought a civil war. But, in doing 
so, it claims that recently it's gone 
straight, and the wounds inflicted on 
Greek by Greek have been bound up 
and are healing. 

The warmth of reconciliation is felt 
everywhere. In Athens a graceful 
bronze monument soars at the edge of 
Klafthmonos Square, called the Spirit 
of Reconciliation. In front of it politi
cians from ultra-violet right to infra-red 
left like to pose and have their pictures 
taken. That's because its going to go 
down well in their constituencies. 

In faraway Puerto Rico former com
munist MP Mikis Theodorakis and for
mer ruler Constantine Gliicksburg a 
month ago had a friendly talk. Both 
were there for the 95th conference of 
the International Olympic Committee. 
The government has asked the compos
er to coordinate the cultural side of the 
Gold Olympiad should it be held here. 
Referring to the recent destruction of 
all individual political dossiers in 
Greece, the musician said to the 
monarch, with a twinkle in his eye, 
"They've burnt both our files." (During 
the junta, Col. Papadopoulos disposed 
of the king and banned Theodorakis' 
music in public places.) But perhaps it 

. had been loudly whispered in Theodor
akis' ear that if the 1996 Olympiad was 
really to take place in Athens , it might 
be wise to chat up His Ex since he is a 
permanent member of the IOC. 

Even in Athens' First Cemetery ten · 
days earlier reconciliation was in the air 
when Markos Vafiadis joined mourners 
at the funeral of General Thrasybulos 
Tsakalotos. The leading field comman
der of the National Army during the 
civil war, Tsakalotos directed Opera
tion Torch C against communist forces 
on Mount Grammos. It was the . 
anniversary of his VIII Division storm
ing the Kamenik summit on 29 August 
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1949, ending five years of domestic 
strife, which was commemorated in 
parliament recently . Now 83, Markos , 
the humble tobacco laborer and re
fugee from Asia Minor, who rose to 
become commander-in-chief of the 
communist Democratic Army, laid on 
his mighty adversary's coffin a single 
red carnation . 

In a special two-hour evening ses
sion on 29 August, parliament held a 
ceremony marking the 40th anniversary 
of the end of the Civil War. That day a 
bill, passed unanimously, eliminated 
the consequences of the tragic struggle, 
calling for a change in terminology and 
pension benefits to survivors. The 
period from the withdrawal of Occupa
tion forces in 1944 to the final commun
ist defeat at Grammos in 1949 shall 
henceforth be known as the 'Civil War 
Era' and not the bandit war; and ban
dits - (andartes- shall from hence be 
called 'members of the Democratic 
Army' .. 

The bill cancelled court decisions 
condemning acts related to the strug
gle, ruled that all punishments be 
struck from the record; provided com
pensation for citizens who had been 
injured or made ill as a result of armed 
clashes or jailings or held as hostages or 
exiled to lonely islands. 

The real excitement of the whole 
reconciliation took place that 

morning with the burning of 17.5 mil
lion individual political files all over the 
country. That a nation of less than ten 
million people can produce so much 
data on so little is just one of those 
curious things that make this country 
interesting. For over half a century the 
File Controversy was a burning issue 
that never got consumed till now. In 
the late 1930s Metaxas set the trend for 
some nasty local habits of which spying 
on one's neighbor - and worse, record
ing it and passing it on to the police -
became a national pastime. 

Government after government went 

I 

~' 
our town 

on record saying that files were no 
longer being collected or added to - or 
said they should be destroyed , or were 
being destroyed or had been destroyed. 
A few years back PASOK made an 
effective poster of a burning file while 
actually adding to them. 

There had been a healthy reversal 
of feelings about files lately , and 
PASOK, with its finger always on the 
populist pulse, reversed its policy 
saying now that these documents con
tained valuable material for historians 
as well as citizens. In burning these, 
ND has sought "to eliminate every 
trace of its anti-democratic and sinful 
past, to alter or erase history." 

As far as history is concerned, a 
passage from well over 17 million files 
must read like this: "G.P. was seen 
going into such-and-such a kafenion at 
a certain hour. He spoke to so-and-so 
and disappeared through a back door. 
Two minutes and 35 seconds later he 
came back hitching up his trousers, 
paid 20 lepta for something-or-other, 
and left." The decision to keep only 
2000 files on the well-known should be 
a relief to most historians. 

Yet the spirit of reconciliation has 
given back to many Greeks a past for 
which they were once condemned, and 
in m11ny cases can now be proud of. It 
was a historic· sight to see young la bor
ers in E leusis trying to prevent trucks 
from dumping into incinerators docu
ments whose very existence had wor
ried their fathers for so many years . 

Civil war is a terribly personal thing. 
This is what makes it bitter and why it 
takes such a long time for the pain to go 
away. Surely there are now a million 
Greeks, the most voluble of people, for 
whom there are events of the Civil War 
which are still unspeakable. What poli
tics pull apart, people have to draw in 
breath and put together again. It is very 
right that this government acknowledge 
what the people it represents have de
cided: la guerre est fini. o 
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Koskotas 
testifies 
A four-member delegation from 

the parliamentary commission in
vestigating the Bank of Crete scandal 
last month heard testimony given by 
the bank's former owner, George Kos
kotas. In a Boston court, the fugitive 
banker claimed he had been black
mailed .in two time periods by former 
prime minister Andreas Papandreou. 

From June 1985 to October 1987 he 
was forced to provide financial support 
for PASOK under threat that the Bank 
of Crete , which he then owned, would 
be turned over to the state. 

After October 1987 and up to his 
flight from Greece last November, 
Koskotas said he supplied PASOK with 
a total of three billion drachmas in 
installments made two or three times a 
week through , businessman George 
Louvaris, a close friend of Mr Papan
dreou who acted as middleman. 

Burning issue 
Prime Minister Tzannis Tzannetakis 

is establishing an interparty committee 
which will propose drastic measures for 
forest fire prevention. Two of the 
severest fires of the year came in late 
summer. One devastated the island of 
Thassos , burning off a third of the once 
green island's forests. The other swept 
acr?ss northern Attica from Kapandriti 
to Lake Marathon, covering the city of 
Athens with ashes. 

According to Agriculture Minister 
Stavros Dimas, 25 percent of forest 
fires are caused by arsonists, most of 
whom seek more open land for cattle 
breeding or for development. Laws 
prohibiting construction on burnt-over 
land need to be more strict. 

Greeks are not the only people 
addicted to burning their country 
down. A European Commission report 
out :·Of Brussels says there has been 
evidence of arson throughout the entire 
Mediterranean this summer. In fact, 
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by Sloane Elliott and Jeanne Bourne 

Cartoon by Vassilis Mitropoulos from "Eiejiheros Typos" 

Greece with 13,000 hectares burned 
out of a total of 5.75 million hectares of 
forest, has been the country least de
vastated in 1989. Portugal, with half the 
amount of woodland, has lost over 
twice as many trees; in Spain 200,000 
hectares of forest were consumed; in 
Italy there were indications that the 
Mafia was involved in the fires on 
Sardinia which took the lives of 18 
people. 

The Tzannetakis government has 
allotted 750 million drachmas for grea
ter forest protection. Five more fire 
fighting planes are on order and 70 
more fire engines. 

Philosophical tribute 
Last month Minister of the Aegean 

Emmanuel Kefaloyiannis unveiled a 
bronze statue 30 feet high of Pythagor
as on the sage's home island of Samos. 
The statue stands beside the harbor of 
Pythagoreion, formerly Tigani, which 
not long ago was renamed in honor of 
the ancient mathematician, geometer, 
philosopher and mystic. 

Funds for the statue were raised by 
the Orthodox Patriarchate of North 
and South America, Samian organiza
tions in the US, Canada and Australia 
and locally by a committee led by 
theologian Emmanuel Hadziemma
nuel. Pythagoras, it will be recalled, 

· was the first Greek to advocate vege
. tariariism, to ban beans , and to intro
duce the then novel concept of the 
immortality of the soul. 

Royal regatta 
Piloting a Falcon 300 of the Fuerza 

Aerea Espangnola, Juan Carlo de 
Bourbon, King of Spain, flew into Elli
nikon at 6:41 pm on 23 August in order 
to compete in the International Yach
ting Championship being held this year 
in the Saronic Gulf. Skippering Bribon, 
his E-3000 three-quarter-ton craft, he 
placed third in the second Olympic 
Triangle Race the following day. 

The event was won by Yiorgos 
Ertsos and his Okyalos V for the 
second year in a row. The Italian entry 
Mestolone came in second. Nineteen 
yachts competed from Italy, Spain, 
Japan and Greece. 

Holding bouquets of red roses, two 
ladies of a certain age greeted the Span
ish monarch at Faliron Pier and asked 
after the health of Her Majesty Queen 
Sophia, daughter of the late King Paul 
of the Hellenes. "Einai poly kala, 
efharisto," replied the King in faultless 
Romaic. 

"X" marks the spot 
On World Literacy Day, 8 Septem

ber, the public was reminded of the 
stubborn educational problem of illi
teracy. Education Minister Vassilis 
Kontoyiannopoulos warned that in 
spite of the many years of mandatory 
school, in Greece as in other Western 
countries, functional illiteracy is on the 
rise. Over a million students complet
ing their mandatory studies have a li-
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teracy disability: 9.4 percent of the 
Greek population is completely illiter
ate; 23 percent functionally. 

Free rides 
Between January 1988 and last 

June's elections, 31,672 Olympic Air
way tickets were given away free to 
PASOK supporters as well as to their 
relatives and friends. A 'scandalette' in 
comparison with other alleged financial 
misappropriations, the financial loss to 
Olympic was about one billion drach
mas, according to Transportation and 
Communications Minister Nikos 
Ghelestathis. He also said that another 
158 million drachmas were squandered 
as a result of mismanagement of rented 
aircraft during the recent election cam
paign. 

Listening in 
The parliamentary committee inves

tigation phone-tapping charges against 
the former PASOK government called 
for the indictment of former prime 
minister Papandreou on 11 September. 
There are, it stated, strong indications 
that Papandreou personally instructed 
former director of the Greek Intelli
gence Agency Kostas Tsimas and OTE 
governor Theofanis Tombras to tap the 
phones of politicians and political party 
offices. 

Two witnesses in the intelligence 
service said they personally handed 
over tapes to Tsimas which they had 
been ordered to monitor. Among those 
whose telephones were tapped, they 
said, were former president Karaman
lis, ND leader Mitsotakis, Community 
Party offices, Ethnos and Pontiki news
papers and even three PASOK minis
ters . 

The spirit of Antalya 
Referring to the 'Spirit of Davos' as 

"an unsuccessful start" to· a new dia
logue in Turkish-Greek relations, New 
Democracy leader Mitsotakis set off to 
meet Premier Turgut Ozal in Antalya 
where he was participating in a confer
ence of the European Democratic Un- . · 
ion. Mr Mitsotakis was alluding to the 
results of an informal meeting held 
between Ozal and former prime minis-
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ter Papandreou during an economic 
conference at Davos a year ago J anu
ary. T hat meeting had relaxed tensions 
which had caused Aegean confronta
tions earlier. 

After a two-hour meeting, both 
leaders agreed that the exchange had 
been sincere and the atmosphere 
friendly . The issues of religious minor
ities, Turkey's relations with the EC 
and the mass exit of 300,000 Moslems 
from Bulgaria , some of whom are being 
said to be resettled in Northern Cyprus, 
were discussed. 

On the Cyprus issue, Mr Mitsotakis 
asked the Turkish premier to use his 
intluence on T urkish Cypriot leade r 
R auf Denktash to persuade him to 
accept at least some of UN Secretary 
General J a vier de Cuellar's proposals 
so as to avoid Cyprus' having to bring 
the issue before the Security Council to 
redetermine the Secretary General's 
jurisdiction. By denying the right of the 
UN Secretary General to intervene, 
D e nktash, Mr Mitsotakis said , is en
dangering the intercommunal dialogue. 

TV hiccoughs 

A bill introducing private television 
passed through Parliament last month 
with PASOK delaying its approval until 
some details are worked out. Among 
the provisions is the setting up of a 
national radio and television council , 
functioning independently with its own 
budget, which will ensure freedom of 
speech , pluralism and uphold a certain 
code of ethics. Some will recall from 
old ND days that Graham Greene's 
brother , the la te Sir Hugh of the BBC, 
was asked to set up a similar board here · 
with no success whatsoever. 

T he Panhellenic Federation of 
Greek Television (ET) Personnel 
A ssociates, however , had serious dis
agreements with the bill , particularly in 
regard to the union demands . Since the 
government , it felt , ignored these, 
screen blackouts spasmodically dis
rupted programs for several weeks. 

Press l!ndersecre tary Nikos Linar
dos said the strikes were also against 
the interest of state TV and that the 
PASOK-controlled federation had 
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taken inexplicable and unjustified deci
sions whose sole motivation was to 
serve party expediency. 

Large local audiences were incensed 
because the stoppages deprived them 
of episodes from the wildly popular 
serial The Bold and the Beautiful. (Fans 
of starring actor Ron Moss stole his bed 
linen from the Athens Hilton when he 
made a publicity stop here last sum
mer.) Foreign residents were equally 
irate as the strikes also unplugged satel
lite channels, plunging them into intel
lectual darkness. 

Home's where the 
smog is 

With the end of the summer holi
days, odd-even numbered traffic reg
ulations came back into force in 
Athens . T he new government , howev
er , has lifted restrictions on taxis , 
allowing them free circulation down
town on all days. The ecology commit
tee of the Left Alliance condemned the 
decision and even the government's 
own environment agency believes that 
as much as 30 percent of the total 
pollution may be caused by taxis. The · 
PASOK party office has accused the 
governme nt of vote-hunting, and (for 
once) it is probably right. Social obser
vers , however , suggest that although 
Athenian cabdrivers use extremely 
liberal language, they are basically con-

. servative because they are cut off from 
the state monopoly TV during work 
hours but open to pluralistic free radio 
at very high decibel levels . o 
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Brussels by-line by Robert Bartholomew 

1992: Catch 'em young 

I f, by the beginning of the century , the European 
Community has reached a cohesive form - if men and 

women, young and old , feel comfortable living and 
working anywhere within the enlarged boundaries of 15 
or so nations- if the Eurodollar (or Monnet) is as freely 
used for buying, selling, borrowing, and lending as 
national currencies - then education will be the engine 
driving the motor up the open road to 1992. 

But, unfortunately , in all countries, schoollearn.in.g is 
stil l jingoistic, chauvinistic , and inward looking: Greece 
is no exception. This is not to say that the vision and the 
goals of the larger community are not expounded and 
that lip service is not paid to the European man, sorry 
person, but , don't forget, boys and girls: Rule Britannia! 
Vive la France! Zito Hellas! Fine. Nothing wrong with 
that on the soccer field , but in the streets? Perceptions of 
foreigners as fellow Europeans will , in the end issue, only 
be created in the classroom. 

Greece is in the EC, 
but not of it 

How does a system of education deal with this histor
ical problem, for problem it has remained? Some coun
tries do better than others. Of these, France is a notable 
example . Young children are being brought up to view 
themselves as Europeans (but speak French s'il vous 
plait). In others- Britain probably heads the list- there is 
still a little doubt , a touch of .. . well I suppose I must 
par/er a little; after all I am a member aren't I? 

What about Greece? What do young Hellenes learn 
about this new Europe in school? Very little. They are 
taught to speak Greek, to think Greek, to attain the 
necessary attributes to fi t into Greek society. Europe 
encroaches on their day-to-day horizons only to sate their 
appetites wi th TV, T-shirts and Kellogg's corn flakes, but 
in the classroom they are fed no European ethos. In this 
way Greece is in the EC but not of it. In fact , Greeks still 
travel to Europe as if it w ere another continent. 

Education in Greece is compulsory for nine years; six 
at elementary school and three at the Gymnasium. Bright 
kids get another three years free at the Lyceum. Brilliant 
graduates of the Lyceum may continue on to the state 
universities or polytechnics, all for free . Lic~nsed private 
schools, charging fees, have to follow the same curricu
lum as the public schools. Normally, these have smaller 
classes (20 compared with 40) , a higher education level 
(though not .always) and teach a language course (French 
or English) as an extra. 
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Greek law stipulates that Greek children go to Greek · 
schools, thereby ensuring that all fo llow the government 
curriculum. The possession of a foreign passport is the 
'open sesame' to foreign schools here. Under EC regula
tions in the works, Greek parents will , theoretically, have 
the same choice as their counterparts in the rest of the 
community and be allowed to educate their children in 
the school of their choice .. But don't look for an early 
change in the Greek law or a willingness on the part of 
the establishment to give up its sole right to fill empty 
minds. 

Greek state universities and polytechnics had a world
wide reputation in the 1920s and 1930s. Since then, their 
educational standards in most subjects have been fa lling. 
Apart from this, they have few courses relevant to 
present-day commercial, business or technological needs 
and, to fill this vacuum , branches of foreign universities 
such as La V erne have been set up (under an obscure 
1932 law) to teach foreign students. 

But, outside the system, colleges are only allowed to 
confer diplomas which are not recognized by the Greek 
establishment . The EC open market rules will , no doubt , 
prod Greece into a more liberal attitude regarding fo re
ign academic institutions and, at the same time, encour
age a system of controls over their educational standards 
similar to the accreditation system in the US. This would 
be welcome, sensible and in the best interests of a 
country which is now losing. thousands of students (cost
ing hard currency) to foreign universities . 

Under the Single Market of 1992, there should be 
nothing to stop a university in, say, France from estab
lishing a branch in Athens. The question is: How will the 
Greek government define a 'European university'? Will 
they take the narrowest definition and list only the state 
universities (such as the Sorbonne) or will they include 
on the acceptable list private establishments, such as 
American University or Webster , that are recognized by 
the host country? Whatever the answer , 1992 can only act 
as a spur to the bureaucratic mule . 

H ow? By the development of a progressive and 
exciting environment completely outside academia; by 
the stimulus of a competitive market in which Greek and 
foreign companies will fight to become more productive. 
In this new atmosphere the private sector will demand an 
ever-increasing pool of educated management, bottom to 
top. If Greece cannot supply them with this staff, they 
will import it. Don't forget the free movement of workers 
within the E C. Right now, U K schools are actively 
recruiting teachers in Germany and other EC countries . 

At the moment the state education machine is not 
filling this basic requirement. A complete educational 
system - at all levels - is essential if Greece is to meet the 
challenge of 1992 and its implied promise to its citizens. o 
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- business watch ---------------------------------

Clipped wings. and cement boots 
gene ral manager , Loucas G rammati
kos, this year will be ano the r bad o ne 

for the airline . Grammatikos did insist , 

however ' that problems were " inte r
na l" ones, meaning that the compa ny 
has not yet fallen behind on its de bt 
repayments to international banks -

just to Greek ones. 
Grammatikos enjoys the support of 

already one of Olympic's greatest prob
lems. 

Greece's handling o f its airline con
trasts unfavorably even with the case of 

Cyprus Airways, a smalle r company 
which had to start again from scratch 
just 15 yea rs ago when the Turks in

vaded the island . Cyprus Airways to
day enjoys a solid , if unspectacula r 

D uring the po litical hiatus in which 
Greece now flllds 1tself, much has 

been said and written about the prob
lems of the G reek economy. E vidence 
of mismanagement in the business sec
to r - no t only by the previous govern
ment but stretching back as far as any

one can remember - lies all a round . 

T his month The Athenian looks at two 
of the country's premie r companies , 
Olympic Airways and H alkis Cement, 
which are currently in the news. 

The present predicament of both 
companies is that they have both fa llen 
deep into the red when, by any normal 
standards, both should be among 
Greece's most profitable ente rprises. 
Furthermore , the solution to the prob

lems of bo th compa nies may now come 
from fore ign investors as the time when 
an a ll-Greek solutio n to the ir woes has 
expired . Apart from that , the recent 
histo ry of Olympic and H alkis is diffe
rent beca use the fo rmer is state-con

tro lled while the cement company is 
still part o f the private sector ; ye t ulti
mate ly the blame fo r the mass ive debts 
of bo th companies must lie with the 
G reek government. 

Olympic has admitted it should look 
into the possibility of an alliance 

with a foreign carrier 

Olympic Airways needs a rapid in

jection of 120 billion drachmas ($750 
million) from the gove rnment if its 
survival is to be guaranteed. That is the 

New Democracy , while the a irline's 
new president , Vassilis Filias, comes 
fro m the Synaspismos half of the gov
e rnme nta l alliance . Predictably, the 
pair has castigated the previous admi
nistration 's handling of the company, 

to the point whe re they have publicly 

labelled O lympic's services " the worst 
in E urope" . While the new manage
me nt may have many good credentia ls 
to head up the airline , this approach 
will hardly help Olympic win back lost 

custom - particularly higher-paying 
business travellers - in today's cutth
roat airline competition . 

The blame for the massive debts 
of both companies 

lies with the government 

stark , tho ugh slightly melodramatiC 

message which has been delivered by 
the new managers appointed by the 
Tzannetakis care take r gove rnment. 
T hat is the kind of sum which would 
cover O lympic's accumula ted losses , 

which date back even from the period 
befo re the state purchased the carrie r 
from A ristotle O nassis . In fact , 1987 
was the first year that the company 
managed to slow the rate o f decline, 

but according to the newly-appointed 
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The appointment of political sup
po rters of the government of the day 
may not be inhe rently evil if the indi

viduals a re compe tent to take G reece's 
·national and inte rnational fl agship into 

the 1990s , but it stems from the same 
kind of po litical mentality which found 
its extreme expressio n in PASOK's 

· addition of Tl8 extra workers to the 
· ·airline's payrolls earlier this year in a 

bid to win their votes for the June 

e lections. Severe overstaffing was 

profit base, and is ene rgetically explo r
ing ways of facing the new competition 
presented by E uropean market integra
tion in 1992. T op on the Cypriot com

pany's agenda is studying the possibility 
of pa rtne rship with a major airline and , 

swallowing national pride, hunting in- · 
tern a tionally fo r an experienced man

aging di rector to pilo t it thro ugh the 
next decade. 

O lympic, for the first time, has 

admitted it should look into the possi

bility of an alliance with a fo re ign car
rier , though privatization has been 
ruled out for the present. 

First , howeve r , the company has to 
grapple with immediate crises. These 

include the upcoming de livery of three 

new Boeing 767s, which the present 
managers have dubbed "unsuitable" 
fo r Olympic's service ne twork. Some 
$40 million of the $200 million order 
has already been paid , though how the 

aircraft will be used and with what 
technical back -up is still unclear. 

Other priorities, according to Filias 
and G rammatikos, include reexamin
ing the services of Olympic A viation, 
the domestic flights arm of the group, 

which is its traditional heavy loss-mak
e r , improving "poor" a ttitudes among 
flying personnel, particularly hostesses 
(Olympic receives 40 lette rs of com
plaint a day fo r various reasons) , and 
attempting to take a share of the impor

tant charter flight market which, de-
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spite Greece's large volume of package 
tourism, has remained virtually un
touched by the Greek carrier. The most 
pressing headache of all is to begin to 
renew other sectors of the airline's fleet 
which is rapidly ageing. The average 
vintage of its aircraft is more than 12 
years, far higher than that of other 
national European airlines. 

All these problems have worsened 
over the years due to government inac
tion and some positively harmful steps ; 
both inaction and bad action being 
directly traceable, in most cases, to 
political considerations. 

Halkis Cement Company, the third 
largest company in Greece's modern 
and well-organized cement manufac
turing and exporting sector , used to be 
a healthy company . In 1979/1981 the 
firm was making annual profits of be
tween 144 and 179 million drachmas. 
Since 1982, losses have accumulated 
and reached a staggering 38 billion 
drachmas last year. 

H alkis is currently the subject of a 
friendly takeover bid from a French 
consortium led by Ciments Franc;ais , 
which has already prepared the ground 
by purchasing considerable quarrying 
and ready-mix concrete assets in 
Greece. 

Halkis lays the blame for its prob
lems squarely on interference from and 
mismanagement by the Greek govern
ment. Like the other Greek cement 
manufacturers, H aikis invested heavily 
in large modern kiln facilities in the late 
1970s and the early part of this decade , 
with a view to increasing its presence in 
the export markets which were still 
growing at that time, particularly in the 
Middle East. 

First of all , H alkis' investment of 5 
billion . drachmas in precalcification , 
special environmental filters and a con
version from . oil to coal energy, for 

which it had already secured agreement 
for finance from the European Invest
ment Bank, was fatally delayed when 
the government changed the law. T he 
subsequent blocking of what amounted 
to a 2 billion drachma subsidy (which 
Halkis still claims it is entitled to) has 
alOne;! caused the company losses of 
about 14 billion drachmas. 

Furthermore, the government de
layed the energy conversion project on 

THE ATHENIAN OCTOBER 1989 

environmental grounds, despite the 
fact that it had approved similar con
versions for other cement manufactur
ers . Hence it took Halkis three years 
instead of one to complete the project, 
incurring losses of 3 billion drachmas 
the difference between the price of o il 
and coal for that period. 

Finally, the government has res
tricted the company's liquidity (as for 
all the cement groups) by keeping the 
price of domestic cement falsely low 
while inflation rages on , and by stifling 
a number of rescue projects, causing 
the losses to escalate out of all propor
tion. Halkis says it first received offers 
from other E uropean producers several 
years ago , only to have them turned 
down by the government, which at 
several stages seemed to prefer li 
quidating the company to allowing any 
foreign participation. Allegedly , the 
state a lso reneged on plans for a capita
lization of Halkis' debt by state banks 
as early as 1983; when the debt-conver

sion being talked about was no more 

by Nigel Lowry · 

than 5 billion drachmas. Yet that is 
precisely what was eventually done on 
a much larger scale to rescue H eracles, 
the country's biggest producer. 

The company's management , 
though obvio usly embitte red , remains 
optimistic that Halkis has a future . The 
company has continued to remain suc
cessful in terms of sales abroad and is 
also active in Greece. Now it has prom
ised shareholders it can look forward 
again to rega ini ng some lost markets, 
both domestic and foreign, though it is 
likely this will be done partly under 
foreign managemnt. The managers at 
Halkis note that the company and other 
Greek producers now have little 
alternative but to embrace purchasers 
from elsewhere in Europe , but that the 
conditions until recently existed for an 
aii-Greek solution. The situation is 
contrasted with the handling of similar 
problems in Spain , where timely gov
ernment action helped the industry to 
flourish for the last three years. o 
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Through an economy glass, darkly 

From a bleak economic prospect, 
Prime Minister Tzannetakis counsels realism, self-restraint and 

optimism against a backdrop of a decade's indulgent mismanagement 

A
. t the opening of a debate on 

the economy held in Parlia
ment early last month, Prime 

Minister Tzannis Tzannetakis warned 
that the country's fiscal state was 
"much worse than we . expected two 
months ago when we began taking 
stock of the situation .we had inherited 
from the previous government". 

He pointed out that the rate of the 
Gross Domestic Product had declined 
from 3.9 percent in 1982 to 2.3 percent 
in 1988, a figure well be low that of the 
EC average. At the same time, he 
added , inflationary pressure, which had 
dropped during the middle of the de
cade, was growing again . The EC infla
tion is now under 6 percent ; here it is 
running at 17.5 percent . 

Amid a welter of long-term prob
lems, the prime minister of course sing
led out the public sector deficit as the 
worst. T his deficit will reach at least 2.5 
trillion drachmas by year's end . Most of 
this is contained in the 1989 state 
budget which was forecast at 1.4 trillion 
but will rise to 1.9 trillion, overreaching 
the figures quoted by the former gov
ernment by 36 percent. This was due to 
delays in the collection of revenue in 
the order of 230 billion and excess of 
expenditures which will reach 270 bil
lion. The result is that the 1989 deficit is 
the largest ever. 

The premier went on to declare that 
the PASOK's irresponsible handling of 
the deficit was summed up in the noto
rious statement, "Give it all away , Tso
volos ," the former prime minister's 
directive to his Finance Minister that 
sta te coffers be emptied in . handouts, 
benefits, supernumerary salaries and 
any form of vote catching. · 

One of PASOK's characteristic stra
tagems was handing out large benefits 

. to wheatgrowers and millers - far high-
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by Sloane Elliott 

er than regulations set by the EC - thus 
gaining their vote and forcing the pre
sent government to raise the price of 
bread which PASOK could now say 
expressed the conservative's contempt 
for the poor. 

"Unfortunately, the previous gov
ernment viewed the state as its own 
property," Mr Tzannetakis went on , 

Prime Minister Tzannetakis. 
parliamentary debate on the economy 

"not as a vehicle of social progress. 
And it used the state at will in order to 
live comfortably, to make supporters 
wealthy and to buy or extract votes by 
hiding the truth each time that elect ions 
came round." 

According to an investigation con
ducted by the Ministry to the Prime 
Minister , 98,801 persons were hi red 
in to the public sector just in the first six 
months of this year. (That's exactly 1 
percent of the total population of the 
Hellenic Republic.) 

The premier singled out former 
OTE director Theofanis Tom bras as an 
example of "the mismanagement spir
it" which prevailed in the public sector . 

Pistol-toting Tom bras continued to 
govern the Hellenic Telecommunica
tion Organization earlier this year from 
behind bars. Between 1 January 1985 
until last June's elections, OTE 
awarded, at the cost of 13 billion drach
mas, 13 contracts wi thout tendering. 

In conclusion, Mr Tzannetakis 
granted that the limited mandate of his 
government did not allow it to imple
ment economic solutions except in a 
day-to-day manner. He d id bel ieve, 
however, that "the restoration of the 
citizen's confidence in the politica l sys
tem and a broader consensus in dealing 
with economic problems with real ism 
and self-restraint would contribute 
positively· to creating a more stable 
economic climate. .. . Ultimately, the 
morals and style of power themselves 
have an economic dimension . There
fore the present government is trying to 
contribute to this dimension by its con
duct because, in the end , the bill wi ll be 
paid not by the politicians but by the 
people ." 

It was precisely on. this point of 
morality, that forme r premier Papan
dreou referred to the previous speech 
as being of "very low level". Criticizing 
the government prior to his own as 
economically inactive , he praised his 
government for bringing the rate of 
inflation down from 25 percent per 
annum to 13 percent. He maintained 
that his government had dealt decisive
ly with current accounts deficits and 
balances of payments . 

ND leader Mitsotakis in turn ac
cused P ASOK of a total lack of candor, 
that his economic forecasts were fabri 
cated, that PASOK squandered state 
money like czars, sultans and Latin 
American dictators. His peroration was 
the rhetorical climax of the evening 
when he turned to the former PM and 
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said, "You shall drink the sup of bitter
ness to the dregs ." 

Mr Florakis of the Left Alliance 
returned to the medium of prose, 
claiming that investments today have 
fallen below the i973 level; the real 
wages dropped by 15 percent between 
1982-88, and that each family of three 
had lost 48,000 drachmas during that 
period. That statement was not lost on 
the Greek people: Headlines blared: 
EVERY NEW-BORN• HELLENE 
COMES INTO THE WORLD OW
ING 1 MILLION DRS! 

The Federation of Greek Industries 
(SEB) meanwhile issued a statement 
expressing its concern over the coun
try's economic condition. "The hesita
tion in dealing with the public sector 
deficit fuels inflation, lowers the com
.petitiveness of our economy and brings 
us closer and closer to the likelihood of 
an obligatory adjustment to a signifi
cantly lower standard of living." 

One can't get around the theoretical 
but still stubbornly practical fact that 
the present coalition government of 
Left and Right is unable to get its act 
together on ·such diverse economic 
points .of view. and through postpone
. ment it aggravates a situation that is in 
need of urgent attention. During this 
uncertain period before the next elec
tions ,now planned for 5 November, 
vagueness of policy and the lack of 
clear fiscal regulations discourages in
vestment initiatives and restricts fore
ign borrowing while businesses and 
banks abroad wonder what will happen 
next .. 

Wages and pensions in the public 
sector, by Greek Jaw, cannot be cut no~ 
can. civil servants be fired no matter 
how' superfluous they may be . They are 

•"appointments for life. Since these pay
. ments account for at least 90 percent of 
the · budget, there is not much this gov
ernment, or any future one, can do 
about it than look else where to raise 
more money. 

Doing so by floating more short
term domestic bonds, say, is unlikely 
because of fear of another devaluation. 
Minister of National Economy George 
Souflias, however , has declared that 
devaluation is no solution to the coun
try's economic problems, adding that . 
the 1983 and 1985 devaluations proved 
fruitless. He also rejects the idea of an 
austerity program. Instead , Mr Souflias 

THE ATHENIAN OCTOBER 1989 

£L£FTtt€ROlJDAI<IS 

Music Center 
Athens Towers 

Building A 
Records • Cassettes • 
Guitar and Pop Music • 
Song Books • Posters • 

and Gift Items 

... The best that Athens has to offer! 

779-6589 

Galle ry and objects of art : jewellery, small sculptures. silkscrcc ns and lithographs . 

a selection of books and records. and o ther fine gifts 

Aithrio Shopping Centre Mesogion 419 Aghia Paraskevi · 

sinapis st. & evinou 9-11 
(behind athens tower) 
tel. 7706525-77704 71 

11 vrasida st. 
(behind athens hilton) 
tel. 7248292-7240364 

78 sp. merkouri st. pagrati 
tel. 7232486-7-8 

30 i. metaxa st.-glyfada 
tel. 8931988/9-8949182 

Men's & Juniors salon 
I. Metaxa 37 
tel. 8931..424 

Beauty Center 
I. Metaxa 24·26 

Glyfada 

tel. 8947166 

Gymnastics 
Body Building 
Facia Is 
Electrolysis 
Massage 
Sauna 
Solarium 

17 



is thinking in terms of long-run econo
mic and social development, with in
terest rates going up and more borrow
ing from abroad. 

The forecast, however, from Brus
sels isn't very rosy, either. EC policy 
changes on financing major investment 
projects and the uncertain state of poli
tical affairs here has resulted in the 
Community's pulling out as a backer to 
some favorite and much bruited about 
programs. 

For instance, the Acheloos River 
diversion scheme, in so far as it relates 
to irrigating wheat fields in Thessaly, is 
now thought undesirable because the 
EC is already producing more wheat 
than it needs, and, has (attention 
arsonists!) more than enough cattle and 
cattle breeding areas. There are many 
areas in Greece where aspiring pyro
maniacs would make sounder fiscal 
sense if they went into well-program
med timber harvesting, as they've been 
doing in Spain and are now doing in 
southern Turkey. 

The EC has also got cold feet on 
funding the Athens Metro , a massively 
costly affair that is going to bring in no 
revenue but paltry drachmas. This, in 
turn , could complicate the plan to hold 
the 1996 Olympic Games here, since 
the financing of the completion of the 
underground accounts for half the 
budget for its infrastructure. 

It's too bad that the atrophied, 
obsolescent Cold ·War mentality to
wards the foreign military bases persists 
because the government might other
wise hit NATO for a few hundred 
million quid (Spata International Air
port only needs 35 billion drachmas) 
for a highway-airport network around 
Attica which might convince the Amer
icanos that it has potential strategic 
value. 

On 9 September, Prime Minister 
Tzannetakis opened the 54th Thessalo
niki International Fair with an address 
which fleshed out what he had said his 
government was out to accomplish in 
the Parliamentary debate several days 
earlier. 

Throwing a sop to his Left Alliance 
cohabitants, he reaffirmed his govern
ment's responsibility to ensure the in
comes of the working people. He was 
really out to give private enterprise a · 
boost. As such, he stressed the setting 
up of a committee which would look for 
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and publicly acknowledge private (as 
well as public) enterprises which have 
combined profits, economic health and 
a liberal social policy towards it em
ployees. 

"It is my personal conviction that 
additional social benefits are better 
achieved through specific companies 
than a central bureaucratic system. All 
over the world there are enterprises 
which , on their own initiatives , have 
provided additional insurance, medical 
care , paid holidays and participation in 
company profits, while at the same 
time maintaining and increasing their 
economic strength." 

In this way, the pnme minister 
emphasized, via corporate manage
ment money for social benefits is chan
nelled directly to the employee and not 
diverted through politicians who might 
be tempted to use it for vote-hunting 
purposes. 

Reasserting what he had said in 
parliament about the importance of 
restoring the citizen's confidence in the 
political system and emphasizing the 
positive effects on the economy of TV 
liberation from state monopoly , the 
Prime Minister turned to the major 
question of relations with the European 
Community. 

"In recent years," he said bluntly, 
"the course of Greece's convergence 
towards an average income level with 
the EC had been reversed ." 

Given the international prices in oil 
and raw materials, the international 
situation for the Greek economy was 
during most of the 1980s was auspi
cious; yet in the ten year period up to 
1987, while the gross fixed investments 
were increasing in the EC by an annual 
average of 2.5 percent, in Greece it was 
declining each year at a rate of 2 per
cent. 

"The average output per employee 
outside of the agricultural sector in
creased during the last decade at half 
the rate of the EC as a whole. It has 
resulted in a comparative decline of the 
economic position of the average 
Greek citizen, particularly the working 
people. ' 

"So, instead of converging, we have 
on the contrary been moving away 
from the levels of economic and - by 
extension - of social and cultural 
prosperity of our European partners." 

This discrepancy, the prime minis-

ter went on to say, resulted in fiscal 
deficits of such magnitude that it cre
ated an inordinate dependence on EC 
funds which limited the country's nego
tiating position. 

"Often appearing unprepared, 
piecemeal and unclear in proposals , 
Greece presented an extremely low 
level of absorption of the structural 
funds provided by the Community ... 
And a large part of these which finally 
collected ended up being used , unfortu
nately , for consumer spending instead 
of serving the purpose for which they 
were intended ; that is , not spent on 
modernizing the infrastructure nor on 
the restructuring of the agricultural sec
tor nor on the promotion of technology 
and environmental protection ... . in 
short, not for investment but for non
productive purposes. " 

Of course this kind of money , while 
slowing down production, overheated 
demand and has lately revived infla
tionary pressures. In trade balances, 
imports continue to increase over ex
ports. 

"The present government has inher
ited weaknesses, delays and insufficien
cies which, if they continue , will surely 
lead the country into a permanent eco
nomic crisis." 

On this bleak prospect, Prime 
Minister Tzannetakis stressed the need 
for optimism, not blind but conscious, 
growing out from a deep belief in na
tive ability. He might have been old 
Pericles in asking: 

"Where does the dynamism which 
surprises foreign observers and eco
nomists come from? From mechanisms 
and organizations or from the ability of 
our people? Has this ability been lost? 
Aren' t we the same people? Although 
the reversal of the course of our eco
nomy requires patience and realism 
and self-restraint, it will amaze us all 
when is comes with its speed and its 
strength." 

In short, the prime minister made 
clear that in the most painful way, 
recent experience had proven that 
without a long-t~rm , coordinated prog
ram, economic and social recovery can
not be established "in a responsible , 
mature and creative manner. " 

"We have before us a great oppor
tunity. Perhaps it is our last. It is the 
duty of all of us ·not to let that oppor
tunity slip by. " o 
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The mind and body 
of the Olympic_ideal 

Two important exhibitions are currently being held 
in Athens. One is a comprehensive collection 
of Greek art devoted to ancient athletic contests. 

Bronze figure of a 
running girl, 

British Museum 

The second focuses on the revival of the Olympic ideal 
in 19th century Greece, culminating 
in the Olympic Games of 1896 

by Sloane Elliott 

Two companion exhibitions now on 
show in Athens are promoting 

G reece's bid to hold the Olympic 
Games here in 1996 on the centenary of 
their revival in modern times. Under 
the general title "Mind & Body", the 
exhibition at the National A rchaeolo
gical Museum is subheaded ' Athletic 
Contests in Ancient Greece' and the 
one at the National Gallery (Pinakothi
ki) 'The Revival of the Olympic Idea 
19th-20th Century '. 

Certainly the more impressive ex
hibition is the one being held in five 
refurbished galle ries of the Museum on 
Patission Street. Though the great 
majority of some 230 works of ancient 

Discus thrower, silver tridrachm of Kos, 
Athens, Numismatic Museum 
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art a re from its own collections, impor
tant pieces are on loan from the British 
Museum, the Louvre, the -Berlin A nti
kenmuseum as well as from other 
museums in Greece . All the objects are 
roomily displayed and well lit , so that 
even works collected here fro m other 
parts of the museum which may be 
fami liar to local visitors seem enhanced 
or transformed . There is plenty of well 
presented and informative printed 
material in Greek and English and the 
visual aids, such as touch-screen 
videos, are he lpful. The labelling is 
clear and bilingual. 

In its formal bid to hold the Olym
pic Games here, Greece hopes to stress 
their original character which empha
sized the union of mind with physical 
prowess and to revive their role in a 
broader cultural context by presenting 
performances in music and poetry such 
as characterized the Pythian Games at 
Delphi, and holding conferences and 

seminars on contemporary thought. 
Philosophical teaching in ancient times, 
of course , was closely allied with athle
tic contests and we are reminded that 
the three o ldest gymnasia in Athens -
the Academy, the Lyceum and the 
Kynosarges- were the original venues 
of the three great philosophical 
schools; the Platonists , the Peripatetics 
and the Cynics. 

This wide cultural view gives lively 
variety to an exhibition that might 
otherwise have been thematically 

monotone. As such , it allows a fine 
marble head of Pindar from the Louvre 
to stand next to a late Hellenic clay 
chest depicting a chariot race, and an 
Aristotle herm to be placed beside an 
amphora depicting a ball game - mak
ing it easy to imagine him interrupting a 
discourse and raising his himation to 
kick back a stray ball while peripatizing 
around the palestra- a thing that surely 
must have happened often . 

The blockbuster masterpieces may 
dominate the show - the Marathon 
Boy, the Mourning Athena stele, the 
so-called Leonidas Head, the Kritikos 
Boy, the D el os Diadoumenos, the 
Westmacott A thlete (from the B.M. ) 
- but it is the many smalle r , lesser
known or unknown pieces that draw 
closer attention. 

A notable aspect of the exhibition is 
the attention that has been given to the 
variety of material. Often in looking at 
large collections of ancient Greek art 
one sometimes feels lost in a marble 
quarry or a ceramic forest. There is no 
such danger here in the midst of a 
well-planned diversity of gold, silver, 
bronze, stone and semi-precious stone, 
as well as marble and clay. 

The first galle ry opens with a de
lightful prologue to the O lympic 
Games, objects devoted mostly to Mi
noan bull-leap·ing and Mycenaean char
iot-racing. Two clay vessels of bulls 
with acrobats wound around their 
horns are charming examples of early 
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Second Millennium Cretan art. There 
is also the Chariot Krater from Nauplia 
and the Yaphio seal-stone of vividly 
lavender sardonyx, one of the most 
elegant small gems in the world. An 
archaic bronze statuette of a horse and 
rider from Dodona is worthy of the 
Han Dynasty. 

Indeed, the whole collection of 
small bronzes by itself is breathtaking. 
The finest o f these are from the Acro
polis Museum and the four others that 
lie on the sites which ranked with 
Athens in prominence of their games: 
Nemea , Delphi , Isthmia and , of 
course, Olympia . The great bronze vo
tives from the la.tter are well repre
sented , though the less well-known 
ones from Delphi have enormous 
verve. A masterpiece in miniature is 
the figurine of an infant from Nemea 
thought to be Opheltes in whose mem
ory the Nemean Games were founded. 
An inch-and··a-half high, the figure si ts, 
one leg tucked under the other with his 
right hand raised , like the Christ
child 's, in benediction . Though itself 
only 17 centimetres high , the great 
archaic bronze head of Zeus found in 
his sanctuary in Olympia is one of the 
most majestic re nderings of the Father 
of the gods . 

The live liest room is separated into 
sections; each devoted to the depiction 
of the individual events: foot-racing, 

Bronze statuette of a discus-thrower, 
found in Ambelokipi, Athens, unpub

lished 

THE ATHENIAN OCTOBER 1989 

Two wrestlers from the front of a marble base found built into the 
Themistoclean Wall in 1922, Athens, Archaeological Museum 

discus, javelin, wrestling, boxing, char
iot-racing and that sort of Gorgeous 
George free-for-all called the pankra
tion in which even getting kneed in the 
groin doesn 't seem to have counted as a 
foul. 

Luckily, it is known that women , 
banned elsewhere, themselves held 
races at Olympia under the patronage 
of Hera , a nd in honor of this the British 
Museum has sent over the superb 
Bronze Running G irl, a lovely moment 
of grace in this overwhelmingly male 
enclave. And as a further sop to impa
tient fe minists, there is the famous At
tic red-figure hydria of Sappho receiv
ing an early version of the Femina Prize 
for Poetry . 

The catalogue of the exhibition is 
sumptuous and exhaustive but should 
perhaps be purchased after one's visit, 
since, weighing in at two kilos, it is as 
heavy as a regulation discus. 

The exhibition at the National Gal
lery is a bit of a grab bag, as if the 

curators had gone down to the cellar 
and rummaged around for anything 
that would evoke some image of ' mind' 
or ' body' and set it around ephemeral 
mementos of the 1896 Olympiad. The 
resul t is a kind of helter-skelter social 
portrait of Athens more or less at the 
turn of the century , b.ut at other times , 
too. As such , it's lots of fun . 

There are wonderful old photos of 
the· Games with men in stiff colors, 
boiled shirt-fronts and top hats stand
ing around in arenas of beaten earth 
and against landscapes devoid of trees. 
There are also theatrical posters, 
musical programs, commemorative 

. stamps, entrance tickets, diplomas, 
foxed photos of actresses in tragic 
poses, f.oxed photos of actors in comic 
poses, medals, ribbons and postcards; 

Long jump racer at moment of take-off, 
Fragment of Kylix, Louvre 

all the curious contents of grand
. mother's trunk - or more precisely, in 
this case - great-grandmother 's. 

If 'mind' is as variously represented 
as a watercolor of the Athens Academy 
done in the 1850s and a photo of poet 
Yiannis Ritsos receiving the Lenin 
Prize in 1979, the conception of 'body' 
is taken quite literally and almost any 
expanse of exposed flesh will pass. 
Luckily, women are an integral part of 
the modern Olympics, so at this exhibi
tion a large number of female figures 
provide aesthetic refreshment lacking 
from that exclusively jock show at the 
Archaeological Museum. Even so, a 
Tsarouchis sailor in his skivvie shorts 
somewhat overstretches the Aristolte
lian ideal mens sana in co1pore sano. 

If this exhibition suggests a certain 
untidiness, there are solid historical 
reasons for its being so . The Olympic 
ideal did not spring neatly and in fu ll 
attire from the head of Baron de 
Coubertin as Athena from that of 
Zeus. There were many fa lse starts 
which had been occurring for decades 
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before · that great day in 1896. 
A very interesting fact which the 

catalogue points out is that most ideas 
for staging the revival of ancient games 
were intimately connected with the 
great industrial exhibitions of the 
second half of the 19th century. To the 
people of that period the perfection 
sought for in ancient Greek culture and 
epitomized in its athletic contests sup
ported their belief in technological 
progress. 

The 1851 London International Ex
hibition which pupped the Crystal 
Palace began a wave of competitive 
industrial fairs in the West which cul
minated in the gigantic Chicago Inter
national Fair of 1893 and the Paris 
Expositions Universelles of 1889 and 
1900. 

Though far more moderate, 
Athens, too , was bitten by the exhibi
tion bug, and as early as 1856 the 
wealthy merchant Evanghelis Zappas 
had proposed to the government the 
creation of an institution which would 
promote Greek industry and agricultu
ral products. Two years later the state 
decreed the foundation of the Olympia 

Amphora with youths wrestling, 
Athens, Archaeological Museum 

Expositions, granting land for their de
velopment which lay between the 
Royal Gardens and the Temple of 
Olympian Zeus. The proximity of the 

still-unexcavated Panathenaic Stadium 
was not lost on Zappas whose thirst to 
revive ancient athletic contests seems 
to have been from childhood an idee 
fixe as strong as his younger contem
porary Heinrich Schliemann's was to 
dig up the Homeric world. 

The Olympia Exposition Hall, built 
in 1858 on the Amalias A venue side of 
the present Zappeion Gardens, was 
one of the largest edifices in Athens. 
Raised as a temporary exposition struc
ture like the later Eiffel Tower and the 
Trocadero, it did not achieve their 
more permanent immortality, though it 
did last 30 years, being pulled down 
only when the present Zappeion was 
completed in 1888. 

For all of Zappas' efforts, the athle
tic contests which accompanied the 
Olympia Exhibitions were only held 
three times. The venue chosen in 1859 
in the Square of King Ludwig of Bavar
ia (now Kotzias Square in front of the 
Dimarcheion) was unfortunate. It 
allowed space for few spectators and 
the contests were a failure . The 1870 
games were more successful because 
they took place on the site of the 

01 OAYMniOHIK.\1 TOY MIPIBOHIOl !POMOl 
1896·1906 
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Miltiades Goukos, runner-up in the shot-put, Olympic 

Games, Athens, 1896 
Poster of victors of the Marathon, Spyros Louis, Greece; 

M.D. Sering, Canada 
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Panathenaic stadium, now unearthed 
though still unrestored , where wooden 
grandstands were temporarily set up . 

The 1875 games were a disaster. 
Steeped in ancient history, the grand 
bourgeois members of the Organizing 
Committee, noticing how the ancient 
Olympics were from the start greatly 
favored by royal princes, banned the 
participation of the lower classes and 
allowed only "young gentlemen of suit
aNt upbringing". As such youths in 
1875 Athens were few and far between , 
the bleachers were only occupied by 
members of their families. 

Ironically, at the 1888 Olympia Ex
hibition when the Zappeion was finally 
opened and its original benefactor long 
since dead, no games took place at all. 
Like so many heroic undertakings in 
modern Greek history, tripped up by 
ensuing · quarrels, achievement only 
came though foreign intervention , this 
time in the gentle and steadfast person 
of Baron Pierre de Coubertin. 

On the eve of victory, then, as ever, 
there was a mad last-minute rush to get 
things done. In less than a year the 
huge marble stadium was restored 
thanks to the munificence of the Alex
andrian millionaire, George Averof. So 
all was ready on 5 April (24 March in 
Athens since Greece was still on the 
Old Calendar) at 3:15 pm when the 
Royal Family arrived at the packed 
stadium. Some discreet offi~ial had 

•:•\•1. 

even thought to decorate the ~two grea:f 
. 11 

herms found during the recent excava-
tions with strategically hung wreaths so 
as not to offend the fine sensibilities of 
Her Majesty , Queen Olga. 

A statue of Averof, displayed not as 
a herm but in a frock coat, stands to the 
right of the stadium entrance just 
across from Dimitriadis' fine bronze 
Discus-Thrower. A cast of this statue· 
(another stands in Central Park, New 
York) is the focal point of the exhibi
tion's sculpture section which is very 
fine indeed. The 19th century academic 
style based on ancient Greek models 
has been so out of favor for so long, 
and in so many museums its examples 
are left unattended or dirty or pushed 
into corners or carried away to storage 
rooms, it's a pleasure to see these 
works .of Vitalis, Drossis and Vroutos 
buffed up, well-positioned and attrac-· 
tively lit. 

Bronze figurine of chariot and char
ioteer, Olympia 

ma of Greek artists, living in a world of 
Western art where the battered ideal of 
neoclassical supremacy in sculpture was 
being overturned by new standards, to 
cultivate a modern sensitivity without 
turning against an admired and trea
sured past. Perhaps it is for this reason 
that these statues, all by Greek artists, 
have an integrity and inner life which 
had been lost in post-Canova, post
Thorwaldsen academic studios. 

It may be a bit contrived, but as 
shown here the Olympic Games of 1896 
themselves seem to have given Greek 
artists a renewed sense of vitality in the 
execution of the human body. There 

. ·' ; . ~ ,. . . ... 

are many good examples of the work of 
Tobros on loan from the V. and E. 
Goulandris Museum on Andros. There 
is also a Rodin-ish group by Halepas 
and an unusually fine male toros by 
Apartis. 

The exhibition of paintings is less 
satisfactory. This is, of course, partly 
due to the greater variety and higher 
quality of Greek painting for a century. 
Nicholas Gyzis himself did a lot of the 
art work for the Games and there are 
some very fine sketches of his on dis
play. There is also Rizos' charming 
"Athenian Evening" set against an idyl
lic Acropolis and full of the longeurs of 

fin-de-siecle French 
painting (but not 
Impressionist, of 

course!). There is also 
Parthenis' wonderful 

art nouveau study 
in blue, "Women 
Bathing", as de
liciously cool as a 

dip in the Aegean. 
Fine as they are, the few works of 

G hikas, Tsarouhis and Moralis haven' t 
much meaning here, and a word of 
friendly advice to the National Gallery 
on this matter: shred your ghastly Col
lection of Western Painting, and next 
summer put together a really fine ex
hibition of 'The Generation of the 
1930s'. Don't charge the tourists this 
absurd 30 drachma fee but at least 500 
drachmas. Give them something really 
exciting to see and talk about. 

Finally, there is a room with two 
large TV screens where the visitor at a 
touch can choose from a dataoank fi lm 
on every Olympiad since '96, thrilling 
record-breaking moments, and video 
bios of most gold medal winners. o 

· ~ ; ' ""• ' . 
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For decades it was a central dilem- The Olympic Exhibition Hall built in 1858 
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Wrapped up in an old tradition 

From Byzantine times to the present, the printed scarf 
has wound together a rich fabric oflegend, custom and 
dance 

by Katerina Agrafioti 

For centuries custom obliged women 
to cover their heads when appearing 

in public. Whatever modesty required, 
coquettisness may have reinforced , and 
the swathed figures of ancient Tanagra 
terra cotta figurines are among the most 
stylish renderings of the female figure. 

T he characteristic headgear of 
Byzantine times and its ornamentation 
naturally evolved into the costume of 
modern Greece where scarves became 

_an accessory of great beauty and unli
mited variation . Among these, the 
embroidered, woven, but a lmost always 

printed ones played , and indeed still 
play, a fund amental role both for prac
tical and decorative purposes ... 

It was during a very hot Saturday 
summer morning that I visited the fac
tory of Mr Dimitris O ikonomopoulos 
founded by his family a century ago . He 
is the last craftsman i"n the tradition of 
the printed scarf and he adheres to a 
heritage in a way that he calls 'adamant'. 
T his factory lies in the Athens neighbor
hood of Metaxourgeion where the 
streets and houses and even the atmos
phere have changed little since the turn 
of the century . 

Behind the heavy sliding metal door 
of this factory, blackened by labor and 

Old printed scmf of mixed technique 
( Bozi Collection) 
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time, there exists' another world sof
tened by memories and the genial smile 
of the proprietor. Pulling aside a corner 
of a huge drapery of beautifully printed 
Byzantine design hanging from the ceil
ing, he led me into a spacious, dark and 
damp room. Large pieces of printed 
texti le hanging all around gave the im
pression of a theatre set designed by an 
imaginative, contemporary director. In 
another room farther on, metre after 
metre of material was slung over an 
enormous table, and a cat dozed in a 
corner. 

In his office where everything- the 
furniture, pictures and posters- looks as 
if it hadn't been touched in several de
cades, Mr Oikonomopoulos lit a 
cigarette and in a low and deliberate 
voice recalled a life fu ll of memories and 
rich experiences against the background 
of a craft which his family has been 
professionally active in since the last 
century on the island of Syros. 

The tradition of printed scarves that 
decorate women's - and sometimes 
men's - national costumes can , of 
course, be traced much further back , at 
least to the 17th century at the impor
tant workshops in Constantinople and 
Smyrna. 

The early history of the craft is de
scribed in a pamphlet called "Painted 
and Printed Scarves from the Work
shops of the Bosphorus" by Soula Bozi 
who was born in Constantinople. Her
self a collector of old printed scarves and 
an expert on the ·subject, she traces the 
development of the craft to Asia Minor 
and particularly to the region of Pontos 
which was inhabited by Greeks and 
Armenians. Some of these craftsmen 
moved to Constantinople and formed 
guilds, and the craft flourished in the 
famous Bosphorus workshops from the 
17th to the 19th centuries. 

Immediately after the War of Inde
pendence, John Capodistria, president 
of the first Greek provisional govern-

Bozi Collection sccuf with almond flow
er pattern 

ment , encouraged craftsmen from Tur
key to settle in the new nation , especial
ly on Hydra. Production was small, 
however, but the demand for printed 
scarves so great that scarves were im
ported from Switzerland , earning them 
the name "souitseras". From Hydra the 
craft spread to the then flourishing is
land of Syros where production was 
mainly of the Costantinople , or kalem

keria, type from the Turkish work 
" kalemi", or "pencil", and that of Smyr
na, or basmades, from the Turkish word 
for "printing" . 

In the first type of scarf, the artisan 
works like a painter , doing most of the 
work with a brush and painting the de
sign directly onto the fabric. With the 
Smyrna type the printing is done with a 
wooden block on which the design is 
chiselled. Carved on lime wood, they 
are themselves often authentic little 
works of art. As many blocks were used 
as there were colors and women often 
specialized in a single color. A mixed 
type also exists, combining painting 
with block printing. 

One of the first print scarf work
shops on Syros was the House of Oiko
nomopoulos and Velissaropou los. In 
1907. Iraklis Oikonomopoulos came to 
Athens to visit re latives and during a 
ride in a carriage , his son Dimitris re
lated to me, "He came to this exact spot 
and noted that there were stables for 
horses here . This meant that there had 
to be a dependable well in the vicinity 
for watering them. " 

Abundant water is essential to the 
manufacturing of scarves because the 
colors on the textiles after printing must 
be well rinsed before being spread out 
to dry. Seawater is best, however, giving 
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an especially vivid look and making the 
colors fast. 

Pointing to an opening in the floor of 
the largest room , Dimitris Oikonomo
poulos expained, "T his well draws wa

ter from the underground aqueduct of 
Hadrian . For 80 years we have been 
pumping out water for our daily needs 
and though the depth is only four metres 

it is a lways fu ll again the next morning. " 

The printed scarf business spread to 
Patras, Volos and elsewhere, with 
workshops almost always near the sea. 
At first , textiles were brought from Eng
land and the best qualities are still im
ported. 

From his archives , he draws a busi-

ness card engraved with a whiskered 
gentleman and bearing the legend , 
"J.N. Boothman , Founder. A.D. 1870. 
Bleachers. " 

Over all these years , the Oikonomo
poulos business has had its ups and 
downs. Today, it is the only large work

shop left of its kind. Dimitris took over 
the business when his'father died in 1946 

and is proud to say that he has main
tained the high quality of work and pre

served the secrets of coloring material. 
He remembers the admiration and sur
prise of the Germans when two pieces of 
texti le , both in black designs, one using 
Bayer Chemical paint and the other tra

ditional Oikonomopoulos paint, were 

Black and terra cotta scarf from Kymi on Euboea makes a modern evening dress 
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plunged into vats of water and chlorine. 
"Within a hour, " D imitris said, " the 
Bayer paint had turned brown, but ours 
had kept its vivid black colpr , and the 
wate r was clear even though the textile 
had nearly dissolved. " 

During World War IT the workshop 

produced huge quantities of gauze for 
Army bandages . Then with the occupa

tion , the workshop closed, but no em
ployee was laid off and in spi te of starva

tion around , everyone continued receiv

ing wages . 
Bombardment damaged the factory 

and it was hard work after the war get
ting business moving again . Prizes pro

vided needed publicity. In 1949 the 

This f lowered Dodecanese SC(IJj is 
worn with a bow on the side 
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Piraeus· Fair awarded him a prize for 
"outstanding products of headgear". 
The following year he got a similar prize 
a t the Thessaloniki International Fair 
and in 1956 a thi.rd at the International 
Fair at Damascus. 

In the 1970s efforts were made to 
adapt scarves for wider purposes and 
export them. A campaign promoting 
dress fashions utilizing printed scarves 
was launched with the help of the Orga
nization of Greek Handicrafts. A well
known fashion designer of Greek ori
gin, Theoni Aldridge, wrote in an 
American magazine, "Greek peasant 
scarves magically converted into roman
tic and sophisticated dresses, knee
length or to the floor, are carefully 
pieced to form flowing, feminine gar
ments with ruffled sleeves ·and rolled 
belt." Elle presented these .scarves as 
glamorous accessories. Following the 
tradition of Greek country women in 
mourning, black scarves were now 
promoted as the really 'in' fashion. 

Italian and Scandinavian magazines 
advertised "il foulard-cappuccino" and 
described ways to wrap these scarves 
about the head. Dozia, a young Athe
nian designer, made her first appear
ance in a fashion show for the European 
market with an evening dress made 
from scarves in the Euboean design 
transferred onto dacron and polyester. 
At the same time the Greek Islands 
boutique in New York was selling these 
scarves to wear 'babushka' style, or like 
a turban, to throw over the shoulders, 
tie in a halter or use as a wrap-around 
skirt for beachwear. 

In traditional costume, the role of 
the scarf depends not only on a certain 
region, but the way women do their 
hair, their social status , whether the 
scarf is to be worn for every day or for a 
special occasion. Age and season are 
factors, too. 

A scarf is a symbol as well . Often it is 
a gift from bride to fiance or from his 
mother to her. These usually are more 
elaborate with more sophisticated de
signs, hand-embroidered with gold 
thread, often edged with crocheted lace 
or a fringe. Traditionally the marriage 
scarf partly concealed the bride's face, 
but after the ceremony it became a ban
ner called the flambouro in the hands of · 
the groom's relatives and friends. 

In the past , unmarried girls and 
women wore multicolored scarves; mid-
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die aged ones solid, duller shades of ~ 
~ brown and blue. Finally , widows wore 0 

black scarves for the rest of their lives. ~ 
An exception was the widowed mother ~ 
of a bridegroom who always welcomed ! 
her daughter-in-law with a white scarf. 

The scarf was also a popular subject 
in folklore. The curse, "may you not put 
a scarf on your head" was a bitter one 
meaning "may you never marry". In the 
Mani, where the mentality is as severe 
as the landscape, someone bound to a 
serious obligation is told: "Do it as if you 
had .two scarves on your head. " 

Scarves in legend had magical prop
erties. They could lure back an unfaith
ful fiance . . A Naiad ·who charmed a 
young man into her embrace and then 
deceived him could be won back if he 
stole her scarf. In this case she lost her 
power, married him, was obedient and 
faithful forever and ever unless, of 
course, she stole the scarf back. 

There's a whole literature about col
ors of scarves and their designs. Flowers 
are the commonest motif. They usually 
symbolize youth or dawn or spring or 
virtue . Some are decorated with birds or 
feathers ; human figures much more 
rarely. Every area of Greece has its 
characteristic design . There are the gold 
and red scarves of Corfu, the multico
lored wreaths from Megara, Euboean 
Psahna's little blue flowers on a black 
ground, the magnificent leaves from 
Kymi, the outstanding black and red 
scarves of Volos . Oikonomopoulos has 
a collection of 200. 

Some scarves are of silk. They are 
printed in a technique similar to Indian 
ikat which has evolved into our day as 
tie-dye. Most of the designs used to be 
imported , some from the nearby Bal
kans; others ·from as far away as Spain 
and Japan. 

Block printing has become too labo
rious and costly for the Oikonomo
poulos workshop. Production has 
turned to the roller and the screen. 

A little shop across from the Metro
politan cathedral of Athens is owned by 
young Ni~os Birlirakis who has been 
selling Oikonomopoulos scarves since 
his father's day. He is forthright in his 
admiration: "Mr Dimitris is the top 
mandilas (or scarf maker) of Greece." 

Nikos designs his own styles, too, 
and competes with the Italian and 
French. He aims at the younger genera-
tion : 

Classic Greek face graced by a tradition
al scarf 

"Punks and kamikaze motorcycle 
riders love these scarves, in smaller 
sizes, which they wear around the 
neck. " 

More backward-looking, Dimitris 
Oikonomopoulos is less optimistic. He 
finds it impossible to keep up the high 
standards of the past. He is dis
appointed by the little State aid he gets. 

"We've spent countless hours and 
made exhaustive efforts to work on va-
rious designs and shades of col or, but it 
hasn 't paid. We send our scarves out to 
the provinces, to organizations and va
rious folklore groups. We export, too, 
but it is not enough." 

Clearly , a central problem is that the 
family-oriented social structure and the 
environment which created and prop
elled the business is dying out . 

"Young men nowadays either don't 
want to work hard, or they want to earn 
a lot of money right away," Dimitris 
Oikonomopoulos grimly concludes. His 
decision is taken; the manufacturer will 
soon close down. In a way it is fitting 
that a tradition should come to end 
when a family venture fails , since the 
Greek tradition has always been such a 
family affair. Until social priorities 
again change. course, it seems unlikely 
that any tradition can survive except in_.9 

-museumsortofway. 0 
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SOU~JrHEASfERN 
COtlJEGJE 

Governed by the American College of Southeastern Europe 
Established in the Commonwealth of Massachusi>.tts, U.S.A. 

--- -----------C A l l ------------
FOR APPLICATIONS AND PARTICIPATION IN RANKING EXAMINATIONS FOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

The Southeastern College, the greatest American College in Europe in order to select its freshmen for its 7th academic year, 1989-90, 
announces the opening of submission of applicatiQns, written ranking examinations and interviews. 

Because of the limited number of places, strict priority will be observed. lt is noted that the Southeastern College, when selecting students, 
makes no discrimination on the basis of race, religion or sex. 

OFFERED PROGRAMS: 

A. FOUR YEAR PROGRAMS 
BU~INESS ADMINISTRATION 
Accounting, Computer Information Systems, Economics, Fashion Merchandising, Finance, General Business 
Administration, Human Resources Management, Risk Analysis and Insurance, Actuarial Science, Shipping, 
Technical Management, Marketing, Management. 
COMPUTER SCIENCES 
Computer Science - Computer Hardware and Digital Electronics. 
PHYSICAL SCIENCES 
B_io!ogy, Food Sciences, Business Research, Environmental Science, Mathematics, Statistics, Physics, Chemistry. 
HUMANITIES 
Philosophy, English Literature, History of Art, Archeology, Classical Studies, General Humanities, European Studies 
(French, German, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch,Language and Culture), Journalism (Print, Electronic, Political), 
Public Relations. 
SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Economics, Sociology, Political Sciences and International Relations, Psychology, Children's Psychology, Social 
Anthropology, History. 
PERFORMING !EXPRESSIVE AND FINE] ARTS 
Theatre, Dance, Music, Musical Theatre, Painting, Sculpture, Photography, Interior Design, Jewellery Design, 
Furniture and Decoration, Graphic Arts, Advertising, Industrial Design. 

8. THREE YEAR ENGINEERING PROGRAM IN AFFILIATION WITH BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
BUEC- ENGINEERING 
Aerospace, Biomedical Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Manufacturing Engineering, 
General Architectural, Systems Engineering. 

C. PRE·-MEDICAL COURSE FOR MEDICAL SCIENCES, SIX SEMESTERS 

0. BASIC STUDIES [PBSJ, TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
English Language and General Sciences. 

SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGE is an affiliate member of the American Society for Engineering Education, and of the 
American Council on Education. ~ 
SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGE operates in Greece as a Laboratory for Liberal Studies of the 9/9-10-1935 Law Act. 2 
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ADMISSIONS & ADMINISTRATION: Amerikis & 18. Valaoritou Str., 106 71 Athens ·Tel.: 36.15.563 · 36.43.405 - 36.02.056 FAX: 36.02.055 ~ 
METROPOLITAN CENTER: 8.Amalias & Xenofontos Str.. Athens Tel.: 32.50.985 - 32.50.798 0 
KIFISSIA CAMPUS: (A) 53. Tatoiou Str, Kifissia Tel: 80.78.313 · 80.70252 {B) 36. Em. Benaki Str., Kifissia Tel 80.70.460 (C) 11. Deligianni Str.. Kifissia Tel 80.12.218 5 
(D) Hydras & Esperou Str .. Kifissi~ Tel80.75.018 ILi 299, Kifissias Ave. & Em. Benaki Str.. Tel: 80.82.213 0 
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Kevin Andrews: scholar gypsy 

by Patrick Leigh Fermor 

The death by drowning of Kevin 
Andrews on 1 September at the 

age of 65, off the island of Kythira , is a 
great loss to English letters and to the 
Greek world. 

He was born in Peking in 1924 of 
English and American parents and his 
upbringing was half the east-coast 
American world of Henry James , and 
half England, where he was sent to 
Stowe. He won an honors degree in 

Classics and American Literature at 
Harvard; he was just old enough to 
serve as a reconnaissance scout with the 
US Army in the Po Valley campaign . 

But , very soon afterwards, Greece 
became his chosen field and remained 

so for the rest of his life. A fellowship 
at the American School of Classical 
Studies in Athens launched him on a 
wild and solitary hunt for Peloponne
sian Crusader ruins and the resulting 

book, Castles of the M orea, (long over
due for reprinting) has remained a clas
sic. These travels led him into steep 
mountain ranges in the throes of civil 
war where, often in great danger, he 
became friends of the combatants on 

both sides; his knowledge of the fierce 
realities of Greek mountain life became 
the raw material for The Flight of 1/wr
os (Weidenfeld and Nicolson and, in 

19S4, Penguin Books). It is the most 
brilliant and penetrating book on the 

bitter and often tragic aspects of Greek 
rustic life to come out since the war. He 
was uniquely fitted for such a task by 
his physical stamina, his classical and 
historical studies, his outstanding com

mand of Modern Greek and its di
alects, by the vigor and range of his 

style; psychological grasp, poetica l flair 
and feelings of pity led him straight to 

the heart of his chosen world. 
With his fine looks, clear glance, 

and the shaggy goatsherd 's cape with a 
bamboo flute in the pocket- his excel

lent ear for music was matched by a 
knack for songs - he always brought a 
tang of curds and woodsmoke back 
with him to Athens. All this turned him · 

into a scholar gypsy, and everyone 
loved him. ln spite of his gifts, his 
transparent integrity sometimes 
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seemed to disarm him for life and he 
was plagued since early adulthood by · 

epilepsy - seizures which could last a 
minute or more: it was one such un
timely visitation that caused his death 
last month. 

His marriage to Nancy Roosevelt, a 
daughter of E .E . Cummings, ended in 
estrangement and , through the absence 
of their children in America, much 

sorrow. I think he was happiest sleep
ing out on brushwood among the sier
ras of the Megarid where a goatherd 
godbrother pastured his flocks ; or in 
talking all njght in Athens with Greek 

literary friends or with Louis Mac

Neice, Robert Lowell and Professor 
E.R. Dodds. 

His Athenian habitat prompted him 
to write Athens (J.M. Dent in The 
Cities of the World Series , 1967) a 
brilliantly original, resilient and iconoc

lastic dismantling of all accepted ideas 
about modern Greece , which set shock 
waves in motion. Another book on the 
same place, Athens Alive (Hermes Pub
lications, Athens , 1979) is an assembly 
of historical texts from the fourth cen

tury AD to the eve of World War Two. 
Recondite and largely unknown, they 
range from Hellenistic papyri , Burgun
dian chronicles and Turkish firmans to 
the dispatches of H emingway, all of 

them heavily annotated by Kevin to 

illustrate the age-old interference in 
Gree k matters by foreign powers , espe
cially in recent times. 

These feelings- and allotting blame 
for the colonels' dictatorship and for 
other wrongs to Greece - preoccupied 
him . He was active in forbidden move
ments against the military junta and, in 
1975, he wrote a long, remarkable and 
moving poem about its violent ending, 
in which he took part , full of passionate 

intensity. The poem , of Waste Land 
length , called First Will and Testament, 
condemned Western leaders with the 
vehemence of Byron excoriating Cast

lereagh and, in 1975, he renounced his 
American citizenship and became 

Greek. He was the first foreigner to do 
so and the change was very important 
to him. His increasingly radica l feelings 

Kevin Andrews, Kythira, I September 
1989 

never came under a party denomina

tion: they were a kind of Tolstoyan 
aspiration, perhaps akin to Orwell's 
pursuit of common decency. I think he 
was perhaps sometimes astray and very 
occasionally unfair , but never anything 
less than deeply convinced. Several 

things - the failed marriage, the dis
tance from children, the troubles of 
Greece - had made the last two de
cades less happy than the others. 

But, just before the end , everything 
had begun to change. He had fallen in 

love with a fellow-writer and poet, re
marriage was planned, and he was pre
paring for publication his first novel. 
He was intensely happy . The fact that 
these prospects glowed removes all 

suspicion of suicide from his death. All 
this makes his sudden departure sadder 
still, and the disappearance of so bril
liantly gifted a writer a greater loss to 
Greece and to us. 

On 1 September, after a day of rock 

climbing, playing moiroloyia on his 
floyera , and discussing his novel, he set 
off to swim from the southern most cape 
of Kythira to Avgo island: some six 

miles there and back. A sudden storm 
blew up a seven Beaufort-scale wind; 

night fell, and after a long search in 
darkness, with helicopters flown at 

dawn from Crete, hope was finally 
abandoned. 

He vanished , 42 years to the day 
after first setting foot in Greece; head

ing for an islet full of sea-caves and 
gulls in a legendary reach of the Ae-
gean. 0 
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The Dragon Houses of Mount Ohi 

One of the most intriguing archaeological researches 
in progress today concerns the nature and purpose of 
some mysterious buildings that are found in Southern 
Euboea 

by Efi Sapouna-Sakellaraki 

I
n the region of Karystos in Southern Euboea, there 
still exists an intriguing kind of building which has 
aroused the curiosity of generations of visitors and 

become the object of scientific investigation. These are 
the so-called 'dragon houses' of Styra and of Ohi , one of 
the highest mountains in the Aegean Islands. Mount Ohi, 
clearly visible from the east coast of Attica, commands 
the often tempestuous straits of Kabo d'Oro separating 
Euboea from Andros. These dragon houses have been 
known since the 18th century when the English traveller 
John Hawkins took note of them in 1797. This was the 
period when Europeans travelling in Greece reached the 
most remote corners of the country and recorded in
formation of great value today. 

During the latter part of the next century the travels 
and publications of Ulrichs, Welcker, Girard , Baumeis
ter, Weigand and Johnson , as well as the Greek scholars 
Gounaropoulos, Lambros and Sotiriadis, were the most 
important references and descriptions down to 1959 
when systematic excavations were begun by Nikos K 
Moutsopoulos. The results of his devoted efforts were 
published in The Dragon Houses of Ohi which until now 
has been the basic reference source on the subject. 

Equivalents of the term 'dragon houses' or dralwspitia 
- 'drago' in the local Euboean dialect - are common to 
many parts of the Mediterranean and the Balkans , and 
they refer mainly to buildings of somewhat massive 

Th e dragon house of Mount Ohi 
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The 2-handled 'skyfos' and the 'salt-cellar' type aPe the 
most common vessels which help date the periods when 
Attic-Southern Euboean relations were closest 

construction lying in areas difficult of access. Built mainly 
of megaliths, they have a mythical aura suggesting they 
were made by extraordinary beings. There is a fairy tale 
from the village of Platanisto south of Karystos called 
The Cave of the Dragon, fortunately preserved by the 
father of modern Greek folklore studies, Nicholas Poli
tis, which very beautifully preserves a specifically 
Euboean version of a tale which refers to these strange 
structures and those who built them. 

The sites of the dragon houses around Ohi are moun
tainous areas very difficult to reach. They are not 
strategic sites from which the surrounding areas could be 
controlled. Many of these structures are almost attached 
to the rocks close at hand, so there is no clear view in 
every direction. The area they occupy, rectangular or 
round, is often quite large. Some are five by ten metres in 
size. They are xyrolithia, dry-stone constructions made of 
local material without mortar, with thick walls compris
ing one or two rows of stones. The round structures 
feature a very ancient type of roofing similar to that 
found on Minoan and Mycenaean tombs. The lower 
courses of stone protrude a little and support upper rows 
which incline inwards until finally only a small aperture is 
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Entrance portal with opening above relieving architectural 
stress, from a dragon house on Mount Ohi 

left on top capped by a keystone. 
These buildings have a single entrance with a trapa

zoidal opening above the lintel to relieve architectural 
stress . The floors are made of flat stones which in some 
cases are well preserved. Some dragon houses may have 
had an upper floor, though this is not certain. The 
method of wall construction suggests links with stron
gholds dating from the Classical period or later, especial
ly the fortresses of Phyle and Varnava in Attica which are 
of the fourth century BC. It is certain that the builders of 
the dragon houses of Ohi possessed great bodily strength 
in order to transport the large stones from areas all 
around and had a knowledge of statics , too . 

Nevertheless , the dragon house type of structure and 
the method of construction have similarities with build
ings of much more recent date in other areas, such as the 
mitata of Crete. These are to be found in the Lefka , or 
White , Mountains but mainly on Mount Ida in the area 
between Anoyia and the Idaean Cave, as well as on the 
nearby Nida plateau. 

Some architectural elements, such as the 'shelves' 
which early travellers considered to be the pedestals of 
statues, or the ' hearths ' found in the center or in a 
corner, and even the aperture in the roofs, morphologi
cally connect the the dragon houses with the Cretan 
mitata. Due to these similarities, a theory has arisen that 
the dragon houses are recent structures built as cattle 
shelters . 

Naturally , over the years, mistaken· identification by 
over-zealous amateurs and the depredations caused by 
plunderers of antiquities have destroyed much of the 
evidence , but the archaeological remains , however few , 
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must be closely studied to reach a more accurate under
standing. 

The position of the dragon houses at high altitudes, 
but closely protected by rocky bluffs , weakens the opin
ion that they were strongholds or control stations, where
as the theory that they are cattle byres of recent date is 
undermined by the ancient remains found both inside 
and immediately outside these structures. Indeed, the 
idea that they are ancient buildings is reinforced both by 
the antiquity of the architectural type, the method of wall 
construction, and the discovery of ancient remains and 
inscriptions. 

Chronologically speaking, the most ancient evidence 
is an archaic inscription written in the Chalkidic alphabet 
on a shell which was found in a deposit just outside one of 
the dragon houses . Numerous vessels of the skyfos type, 
with one or two handles, brought to light by the Moutso
poulos excavation, though local and difficult to date, may 
be compared with the few Attic samples found with 
them, which may be dated towards the end of the 
Classical or at the beginning cif the Hellenistic period. 

Most significant in determining date are three types 
of Attic ware that have been found: jugs, two-handled 
skyfos and so-called 'salt-cellars'. Together with the 
ceramic objects, the discoveries of a copper earring, an 
iron nail , beads of glass mixture, an arrow point and 
fragments of copper vessels, all help in identifying what 
the houses were. Dating from the two distinct periods , 
one in the early fifth century BC and the other from the 
fourth century BC, the pottery coincides with periods 
when contacts between Athens and Southern Euboea 
were known to be close. Although we have evidence that 
Athenian landowners settled around Chalkis at the be
ginning of the fifth century, very little is known of 
Karystos, though it seems that a community of people 
settled at the foot of Mount Ohi later in the century since 
Karystos was striking its own coins by the middle of the 
fourth century. The relationship with Athens at this time 
was more in the nature of an alliance than of conquest. 

Detail of dragon house roof construction 
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Karystos appears to have flourished in Roman times , 
too , for gold coins make their first appearance then and 
the city's mines were in production. Of the fourth century 
AD Roman lamps that have come to light, one represents 
a cupid astride a dolphin, and coins minted during the 
reign of Hadrian have been found in the dragon houses of 
Styra, lying north of Karystos . 

In one of the dragon houses of Ohi numerous single
handled cups found beneath the level of the floor suggest 
human use prior to the construction of the building. 
Consequently, the question arises whether the dragon 
houses date from close to or at a remote period from the 
deposition of the vessels that have been found . If one 
accepts the respect which those who constructed the 
buildings had for offerings that have come to light, then 
the answer is relatively simple. According to the inscrip
tions, the locations of these buildings cannot have been in 
use earlier than the archaic period and excavations 
corroborate this. The dragon houses then can be said to 
have been built between the sixth and fourth centuries 
BC. It is possible that offerings were originally deposited 
in some 'rock shelters' on top of which these 'holy 
houses' were later built. The evidence of lamps of the 
Roman, Graeco-Christian period attest to the very long 
duration of use these structures had, but one cannot 
accept the statement of Ulrichs, who called the dragon 
house " the earliest Greek temple". 

What then was the purpose of these buildings? The 
high quality and the character of the finds excludes them 
as guardhouses or shepherds' dwellings . The animal 
remnants which have been found suggest answers that 
may be partly pieced together. For example, the inscrip
tions may be of a devotional nature, as are the ones in 
Styra farther north , which are thought to be offerings to 
the god B ermes or Zeus the Savior. The beads and 
earrings indicate a female pr~sence in that rugged region, 
not the presence of a military station. The excellent 
quality of the pottery, both that of Attic provenance and 
the Roman lamps , too, casts doubt on the theory of 
Perrot-Chipiez and Ross, which suggests the involvement 
of semi-barbaric tribes as well as the guardhouse view of 
other scholars. The purpose of these buildings must have 
been of a more official character, although not of a 
funerary kind , as Thiersch has claimed, since there is no 
evidence of burials. Nor does it seem at all likely that the 
dragon houses were built by transhumants such as the 
Sarakatsani as. others have suggested. 

On the contrary, all the above evidence points to
wards the interpretation that the dragon houses were 
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Groundplan and elevation of a round dragon house. This 
very ancient method of roofing called 'ekforiko' is found 
on Minoan and Mycenaean tombs 

religious edifices honoring some ancient goddess, or 
some local worship similar to that which is known to have 
been practiced on Mount Hymettos. The rites probably 
took place both outside, and, in sec.ret, within, as Pausa
nias has described in reference to practices elsewhere. 
Besides the finds discovered inside the buildings, early 
travellers confirm the existence of an altar outside one of 
these houses and near the entrance - details already 
familiar from other ancient sanctuaries, as in the case of 
the Idaean Cave on Crete where the youthful god was 
originally worshipped and later replaced by the Cretan 
Zeus. The discovery of offerings relating to men (an 
arrowhead) as well as to women (necklaces) could indi
cate the worship of both a male and a female deity. The 
etymology of the term 'Ohi', mentioned by the scholar 
Stefanos Vyzantinos as derviving fro m the ancient 
'oheia', meaning 'sexual congress', may indeed refer to 
the union of Zeus with Hera. Certainly the worship of 
Zeus would be appropriate to the presence of a high 
mountain , and why not in conjuction with his great 
consort? 0 

A chronologically relevant inscription found just outside of the do01: of a dragon house in Styra 
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Prince Ajax, the Trojan hero, preparing to f all on his sword 

Suicide in the ancient 
pagan wo.rld 
Pythagoras believed it 'interference with 
the divine rhythm' and, up until the 1960s, even an 
'atten1pt' was considered a crime in Europe. 
From classical times, suicide has been a thorny 
1noral and philosophical dilemma 

by J .·M. Thursby 

Christi ani ty with its inhe rent mes
sage of love and fo rgiveness has 

throughout its long histo ry been 
strangely into lerant and unforgiving in 
its atti tude towards suicide, making the 
paganism of the ancient wo rld appear, 
in this sphe re, positively benevolent. 
A lthough several denominations of the 
church have lately begun to show more 
compassion in dealing with this human 
dilemma , in many E uropean countries 
an attempt was until two decades ago 
still conside red a crimin al offence, 

whe reas class ica l G reek and Roman 

law did not discriminate against it ; 
sui cide was largely regarded as a pe r
sonal affair between man and his con

science. It brought no civic punishment 
and incurred no family d isgrace. E ven 
the s te rn Hebrew Ten Commandments 
make no mention of it. 

From a moral standpoint, the early 
G reek philosophe r/mathematician 
Pythagoras and his school la id the pre-
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mise that life was a gift from the gods: it 

was therefore impious to repudiate it 
and in terfe re with the divine rhythm. It 
was a precept adopted in the main by 

the later cl assical philosophe rs who, 
despite the lack of state o r re ligious 
censure, gene rally looked upon suicide 
as regrettable o r unmanly; a prevailing 
view summed up in E uripides' maxim 
"Wise men a re not angry with the gods 
in misfortune" . However, the philo
sopher Plato in The Laws believed it 

morally acceptable . In grave and debili
ta ting illness, an e thical stance was 

mirrored in practice , common at that 
time among Aesclepian doctors , who 
stopped administering medicine to pa

tients deemed incurable; in cont rast to 

H ippocrates and , consequent ly, the 
H ippocratic Oath, which , perhaps, was 
based o n Pythagorean concepts. P lato's 

greatest pupil A risto tle (in whose e ra 
the fourth century BC - the strange 
custom occasiona lly appeared of 

burying " the hand that did the deed " 
separately from the body) comple te ly 
rejected his teache r's theory and the 
prevailing medical practice along with 

all suicide fo r whatever reason: "To die 
to escape from proverty, love or any 
that is pa inf ul is not the mark of a brave 
man but rather a coward." 

By and large the reasons for taki ng 
one's own li fe were the same before 
Christia ni ty became an offical creed as 
after it but the re were some differ
ences. G uilt as a cause became much 
more freque nt after the death of Christ , 

with Judas, who hanged himself out of 
remorse, and Pontius Pilate, who repu
tedly took his own life whi le in exile 
near Vienne in Gaul, provid ing two 
ea rly examples. Fi ts of insanity, de

pression and we/t-schmerz, presumably 
just as prevalent then as now, were 
seldom mentioned as grounds fo r 

suicide in antiqui ty. R ather , such 
deaths were thought logical if lament
able, given the severe problems under 

which the victims labored a t the time . 
O n occasio n the act was perpetrated 

when sanity had been regained after 
temporary derangement, as in the case 
of the Homeric Trojan war he ro, 
Prince Ajax. Second only to the great 

Achilles in strength and courage it was 
he who retrieved the latter's ·body fro m 

the enemy. With some justification he 
expected to inherit Achilles' "god 
wrought" a rmour ; when it was given 

instead to Odysseus, he rushed out of 

the tent, mad with rage and disappoin t
ment and began hacking at sheep think
ing they were the enemy. It was only 
when he had regained his wits and fe lt 
that by being deni ed this supreme prize 
for valor his life was dishonoured, he 
fe ll on his sword. His comrades 
accepted his persona l decision to die by 
his own hand and honored his life of 
heroism and noble deeds in full funeral 
rites after which his ashes were placed 

in a golden urn and d isplayed for all to 

see o n a headland at the Hellespont. 
Human nature being what it is; love 

and passion in all their infinite variety 
have, throughout the mi lle nnia a lways 
provided a steady trail of suicides. 

Greek mythology is full of tales wh ich 
understood and acknowledged the 
whole gamut of emotional fra il ty ; the 
virgin br ide Cleite ha nged herself 
rath.e r than face life without the luck

less Cyzicus who had been killed in 
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error by the Argonauts . Male fidelity 
and devotion also showed itself in 

Haemon, Prince of Thebes, who took 
his own life at the feet of his beloved 
Antigone who had hanged herself to 
avoid the slower death of being buried 

alive in a vault ; the sentence meted out 
by his father the king. Love, seldom so 
pure, was usuallly liberally spiced with 

other mixed passions. "Hell hath no 
fury ... " they say, and revenge certainly 

tinged the death of Phaedra who also 
hanged herself rather than suffer the 

tyranny of unrequited desire for her 
stepson Hippolytus but at the same 

time " let it be known" that he was the 
offender. His outraged and jealous 
father, These us , called , rather oddly, 
on the sea god to avenge him and poor 

innocent Hippolytus was thrown from 
his horse into the raging waves 

although he was fittingly brought back 
to life by the mythical medical skills of 
Aesclepius. 

As in mythology no less in classical 
history with its double suicide par ex

cellence in Anthony and Cleopatra. 
The Roman general, debauched and 

broken by his raging infatuation with 
the manipulative Egyptian queen and 

egged on by her ambition in his dis
astrous bid for imperial power had no 

dignified courses left open to him after 
his crushing naval defeat off the Greek 

coast at Actium and threw himself on 
his sword. Deprived of his necessary 

protection, proud Cleopatra, last of the 
Macedonian Ptolomaic line, cheated 

Rome out of the spectacle of her being 
dragged through its streets in chains by 
settling herself in her luxurious tomb in 

Alexandria and letting her asp do its 
work. 

It was not love but over-reaching 
ambition which had earlier caused 

Anthony's rival generals Brutus and 
Cassius to fall on their swords, when on 

the broad plain at Philippi in Mn,cedo
nia they too had fai led in their bid for 
Caesar's cloak. Beaten militarily and 
wrong-footed politically they had 

chosen a "soldier's death" rather than 

face humiliating trials and summary 

execution as traitors. And many were 
the foreign leaders who, afte r futile 

attempts to throw off the stranglehold 
of the Pax Romana , had been hounded . 

to suicide - from Mithridates, King of 
Pontus to Budicca, Queen of the Iceni 
in Britain. 
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In the sicken ing purges which often 
discredited the Roman Empire, espe
cia lly during the paranoic instability of 
Caligula and Nero, suicide became a 

useful imperial ploy for getting rid of 
unwanted . oppos1t10n. Prominent 
citizens "suspected of sedition" were 

offered the dubious privi lege of taking 
their own lives, thereby avoiding the 

farce of a trumped-up trial , public 
death and confiscation of all property. 

Ever practical , most Romans chose the 
offer which at least enabled their fami
lies to keep their estates and fortun es. 
The renowned stoic, Seneca, his 

brothers and their friend the poet 
Lucan all perished in this way, along 

with thousands of others. In the end 
E mperor Nero himself was forced to 

seek refuge in suicide rather than be 

tol'n to pieces by his many outraged 
enemies. 

The Stoic philosopher, Seneca, was 
asked to commit suicide by the emperor 

One major philosophy at odds with 
the Greek classical mainstream of 

thought as regards suicide was Stoic
ism . Since its foundation by Zeno in 
fourth century BC Athens, it had 

generally advocated that dying by one 's 

own hand was in keeping with moral 
freedom - "The wise man withdraws 

from life's banquet in just the right way 
under the right conditions" - and both 

Zeno and his successor died by suicide. 
They also. believed that in certain cir

cumstances a "man's se lf respect might 
invite, as an act of supreme nobility, his 

suicide". The famous Roman states
man Marcus Porius Cato embodied this 

publicized self-inflicted death in protest 
against Julius Caesar's heavy-handed 
appropriation of the Roman republic. 
Taking one's own life in this way has 
always posed a thorny philosophical 
problem, especia lly in Christian times. 
Is the victim in this case a weak charac
ter who cannot face "the slings and 
arrows of outrageous fortune" or a 
hero who lays down his precious life for 
his beliefs o r his country? Society 
throughout the intervening centuries 
has often chosen, perhaps rightly , to 

heap suicides with posthumous honors 
and accord them a laudatory place in 

history. 
T his moral dilemma was inherited 

by the early church fathers during the 
twilight of the Roman E mpire when 

suicide had reached al most epidemic 

proportions and caused them to debate 
long and hard as they hammered out 

the basis of Christian dogma. Suicide 
was a particularly tough nut to crack: 

after all they had a clear example in the 
scriptures - Samson - what was to be 

done about him ? He was in the end 
exonerated and accepted as a hero 

dying for his fe llow countrymen by 
bringing the temple roof crashing down 

"upon the lords and all the people 
therein" although the O ld Testament 

clearly states that he did it to be 
"avenged of the Philistines" for their 
blinding him. Revenge in the circumst
ances was an understandable emotion 

but hardly a heroic one. As for the 
normal run of wretched suicides, the 

first ecumenical councils finally de
creed like Pythagoras that it was an 

impious act to take one's own life but, 

unlike the Greek and Roman philo

sophers, they adopted a vengeful and 

unchristian attitude towards it. Those 
pitiable creatures were to be fu rther 

punished with posthumous excom
munication, denied sanctified burial 

and condemned to eternal damnation 
a harsh and unforgiving outlook which 

has survived one and a half .millennia 
and more, well into our time. It is not 

so long ago historically that the body of 
a suicide victim was dumped at the 

local crossroads with a stake through its 
heart for all to mark and tremble at. 

Even in our wou ld-be enlightened 

days, attitudes towards suicide are only 
now beginning to be reappraised more 
sympathetically by churchmen and 

principle when he carried out his much society a li ke. D 
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World Psychiatric Association: 
World Congress in Athens 

T he VIII World Congress of 

Psychiatry will be held in Athens 

12-19 October at the Congress Center 

of the Peace and Friendship Stadium. 

Psychiatrists in great numbers from 

practically every corner of the world 

will gather in Athens to discuss the 

theme "Psychiatry today: accomplish
ments and promises" . For the duration 

of the congress, Athens will indeed 

become the psychiatric capital of the 
world. 

It is not inappropriate to say at this 

point that the VIII World Congress of 

Psychiatry is the largest meeting ever 

held in the country, in ten:ns of com
plexity at least, as 30 parallel 'scientific 

sessions are scheduled to take place 

every day for seven days. 

The scientific program to which 

great emphasis has been given by the 

organizers of the meeting, aims to pro

vide participants with a global view of 
contemporary world psychiatry, its 

complexities , endeavors , accomplish

ments and perspectives. Through a the

matically well balanced and carefully 

structured program comprising plenary 
· presentations, symposia, special ses

sions , free communications, posters, 
video and film presentations , work

shops and last but not least, new re

search sessions, a wide variety of sub

jects will be covered. The diverse and 

seemingly antithetical · views on the 

theory and practice of psychiatry will 

be brought forth and discussed not only 

to enrich knowledge and insights in the 

field but also to generate converging 

approaches , to promote synthesis and 
integration, to define the scope of 

psychiatry more clearly, and to en

hance the identity and professional role 
of the psychiatrist. 

In addition, distinguished lecturers 

of the non psychiatric world will bring 

to the meeting this "other dimension" 

so that psychiatry is not discussed in 

isolation from th.e world it performs in 

and by which it is influenced. To this 

effect world renowned scientists, Nobel 

Prize winners and other figures will . 

preserit and discuss contemporary .. 
issues confronting mankind of special 

concern to psychiatry by way of special 
lectures. 
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Furthermore, the organizers of this 

large and important scientific event 
have succeeded, through persistent 

efforts, in obtaining sponsorship of a 

number of awards aiming at a promo
tion of scientific research and providing 
participants with an additional source 
of stimulating experience. 

A program of cultural and social 

events will afford ample opportunity to 

the participants to get to know each 

other and to become acquainted with 

the cultural scene of the country, thus 

obtaining some insights into the Greek 

way of life , both traditional and mod

ern. Imagination rather than formality, 
local color rather than international 

style will be the prevailing characteris

tics and the special flavor in the social 

aspects of this meeting in Athens; a city 

in which tradition and history are inter

woven in present day life. An extensive 

program of optional visits and excur

sions to museums and archaeological 

sites of interest has been prepared for 

the participants. 

World congresses are held every six 

years and are by definition the leading 

events in the international psychiatric 

world. The Athens Congress will un

doubtedly be a landmark at this turning· 
point in the history of the World 

Psychiatric Association, an internation

al, non-governmental medical agency 

with the largest membership under 

whose auspices world congresses are 
held. · 

WPA came into being in 1961 , as an 

extension and outgrowth of two world 

congresses of psychiatry that preceded 

its formal founding. It owes its forma

tion into an association to a handful of 

inspired physicians who realized the 

need to group psychiatric societies 
around the world under one ecumenic

al organization. The founding of the 

WPA signified .a move toward a univer

sal professional identity , an inspiring 

effort to respect diversity and use it 

effectively to attain unity in purpose. 

By sheltering under the same roof all 

psychiatrists of different national and 

cultural origins , of different schools of 

thought, of various areas of main in

terest, and of diverse loyalties and 

ideological proclivities, the WPA 

aspired to establish a worldwide front 

of professionals united in the pursuit of 

increased knowledge in the field and of 

increased potential for the treatment of 

mental patients. 

The coming of thousands of 

psychiatrists to Athens shows that they 

can easily rise above their diversities in 

school of thought and ethno-sociocultu

ral differences and in the midst of a 

turbulent era of major changes in the 

world scene , converge on their 

commitment to combat mental illness , 
jointly promote mental health and im

prove the quality of life for all individ

uals without discrimination . 

WPA is governed by a Ge neral 

Assembly which elects its Committee 

and Executive Committee , the bodies 

that are responsible for carrying out 

policies between Assemblies. Preced

ing the VIII World Congress of 

Psychiatry in Athens 11-12 October, 

WPA 's Extraordinary General Assem

bly will take place while the Organiza

tion's Ordinary Assembly will be con

vened on 17 October. 

WPA's 25 scientific sections not 

.only assist the Association's Governing 

Bodies in their task but also focus on 

and promote its special scientific 111-

terests. 

Overeaters Anonymous is 
a Fellowship of individuals 
who, through shared 
experience and mutual 
support, are recovering 
from compulsive eating. 

We welcome everyone who wants to 
stop eating compulsively. There are no 
dues or fees for members; we are self
supporting through our own 
contributions, neither soliciting nor 
accepting outside donations. OA is not 
affiliated with any public or private 
organizations, political movement, 
ideology or religious doctrine; we take 
no position on outside issues. 

Our primary purpose is to abstain 
from compulsive overeating and to 
carry this message of recovery to those 
who stili suffer. 

MEETINGS IN ENGLISH AND IN 
GREEK ARE HELD AT THE YMCA 
(XEN) 
Amerikis 11, Athens. Information 
phone971-4687,864-5644,346-2800 
(after 3 pm) 

0 
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WHEN YOU CAN'T USE THE :(ARD. .. 

Us the ATMSI 
There are times when 

cash is essential even to 

Card holders; like when 

buying a nice cool slice 

of a freshly cut water me

lon. That's when you, as 

a Visa Card holder need 

Greek drachmas. 

That's when you should use Credit Bank's ATMs. 

Installed all over Greece, Credit Bank's ATMs offer you 

instant access to Greek drachmas at the touch of a 

button; just insert your card and enter your Personal 

lndentification Number (PIN). 

So if your card does not buy you a slice of water 

melon, just get some 

instant cash from the 

place in Greece, 

where your card will 

be always we I corned: 

CREDIT BANK'S 

ATMs. 
• A TMs stands for 

Automatic Teller Machines 

(~ 
CRRDIT BANK 
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Denmark, Kolonaki Sq 15 ..................................... 724-9315 
Egypt, Vas Sophias 3 ........................................... 361-8612 
Ethiopia, Davaki 10 ............................................. 692·0565 
EC, Vas Sophias 2 ...... ........................................ 724-3982 
Finland, Eratosthenous 1 .................................... 751 -9795 
France, VasSophias7 ......................................... 361-1 665 
German Democratic Republic, 

Stet. Delta 2·4, Filothei ............................... 684-9722 
German Federal Republic, 

Vas. Sophias 10, Maroussi .......... .. .. 369-4111 
Hungary, Kalvou 16, Pal Psychico ....................... 671-4889 
Iceland, Paraschou 5, Pal Psychico .. ................... 672-6154 
India, Meleagrou 4 ................................................ 721 -6227 
Iran, Stratigou Kallari 16, Psychico ....................... 647-1436 
Iraq, Mazarki 4, Pal Psychico .............................. 671·5012 
Ireland, Vas Constantinou 7 ................................. 723-2771 
Israel, Marathonodromou 1, Pal Psychico ............ 671-9530 
Italy, Sekeri 2 .................................................... .... 361 -1723 
Japan, Mesogeion 2·4 .................................... .... 775-8101 
Jordan, Pan Zer'vou 30, Pal Psychico ................... 647-4161 
Korea, Eratosthenous 1 ........................................ 701·2122 
Kuwait, Papanastasiou 55, Psychico ................... 647·3593 
Lebanon, Kilissias 26 ........................................... 778-5158 
Liberia, 2 Efplias, Piraeus ..................................... 453·1 046 
Libya, Vyronas 13, Pal Psychico .......................... 647·2120 
Luxembourg, Platonos 12, Piraeus ...................... 417-9515 
Malta, Filellinon 7 ........... .................. ........ ..... ...... 323·0068 
Mex ico, Vas Constantinou 5·7 .............................. 723-0754 
Morocco, Mousson 14, Psychico ......................... 647-4209 
Netherlands, Vas Constantinou 7 ......................... 723-9701 
New Zealand, An Tsoha 15-17 ............................ 641·0311 
Norway, Vas Constantinou 7 ................................ 724-6173 
Pakistan, Loukianou 6 .......................................... 729-0214 
Panama, Vas Sophias 21 .................................... 360-2992 

Akti Miaouli 23, Piraeus .................................. 411 -9497 
Paraguay, Alopekis 2 ........ ................................ .. 724-9511 

Peru, Vas Sophias 105·107 ........................... 641-1221/1321 
Philippines, Kanara 5-7, Piraeus ........................ .452-3015 
Poland, Chrissanthemon 22, Pal Psychico .......... 671-6917 
Portugal, Loukianou 19 ......................................... 729-0096 
Romania, Em Benaki 7, Pal Psychico .................. 671-8020 
Saudi Arabia, Marathonodromou 71 .................... 671-6911 
South Africa, Kifissias 124 ................................... 692-2125 
South Korea, Er!ltosthenous 1 ............................ 701·2122 
Spain, Vas Sophias 29 ......................................... 721-4885 
Sweden, Vas Constantinou 7 .......................... ..... 729-0421 
Switzerland, lassiou 2 ........................................... 723·0364 
Syria, Marathonodromou 79, Psychico ................ 671·1604 
Thailand, Taigetou 23, Pal Psychico .................... 671-7969 
Tunisia, Ermou 8 ..................................... ...... .. .... 323·1739 
Turkey, Vas Georgiou BB ..................................... 724·5915 
United Kingdom, Ploutarchou 1 ........................... 723-6211 
United States of America, Vas Sophias 91 ........... 721 -2951 
USSR, Nikiforou Lytra 28, Pal Psychico ............... 672-5235 
Uruguay, Lykavittou 1 c ......................................... 360·2635 
Vatican, Mavlis 2, Psychico .................................. 647-3598 
Venezuela, Vas Sophias 112 .............................. 770-8769 
Yemen (North Yemen), Patission 9 .............. ....... 524·6324 
Yugoslavia, Vas Sophias 106 ............................... 777-4344 
Zaire, 

Vas Constantinou 2, 116 35 ........ 701-6171/701-5932 

Alia (Jordan), Filellinon 4 ...................................... 324·1377 
Alitalla, Nikis 1 0 ............................................... 322-9414/19 
Austrian Airlines, Othonos 8 ................................ 322·0844 
Balkan-Bulgarian Airlines, Nikis 23 ...................... 322-6684 
Bangladesh Air, 4 Xenofondos .............. .... .......... 322-6544 
Biman (Bangladesh), Panepistimiou 15 ............... 322·8089 
British Airways, Othonos 10 ................................ 322·2521 
Canadian Pacific, Kar. Servias 4 ......................... 323·0344 
CSA (Czechoslovakia), Panepistimiou 15 ............ 323-0174 
Cyprus Airways, Filellinon 10 .............................. 324-6965 
Egyptair, Othonos 1 0 ............................................ 323·3576 
El AI (Israel), Othonos 8 ........................................ 323·0116 
Ethiopian Airlines, Filellinon 25 ............................ 323·4275 
Finnair, Nikis 16 .................................................... 325-4831 
Gulf Air, Nikis 23 ................................................... 322·1228 
Iberia, Xenofondos 8 .' ............................ ........... ... 324-5514 
lcelandair, Syngrou 5 .......................................... 923-0322 
l_nterflug (GDR), Panepistimiou 20 ....................... 362·4808 
lranair, Panepistimiou 16 ...................................... 360-7615 
Iraqi Airways, Syngrou 23 ................................... 922-0018 
Japan Airlines, Am alias 4 ..................................... 324·8211 
JAT (Yugoslavia), Voukourestiou 4 ..................... 323·6429 
Kenya Airways, Stadiou 5 ................................... 324· 7000 
KLM (Dutch), Voulis 22 .................... ............ lnfo:323·0755 
........................................ ............. Reservations:325·1311 
Kuwait Airways, Amalias 32 .......................... ...... 323·4506 
Korean Airways, Psylla 6 ........ .. ........................... 324-7511 
Libyan Arab-Airlines, Mitropoleos 3 .................... . 324-4816 
LOT (Polish), Amalias 4 ........................................ 322·1121 
Luhhansa, Karageorgi Servias 4 ............................. 32-944 
Luxair, Kriezotou 6 .............................................. 360·3134 
Malev (Hungarian), Panepistimiou 15 .................. 324-1116 
Middle East Airlines, Filellinon 10 ........................ 323·5683 
Olympic Airways, Syngrou 96 .............................. 929-2111 
Pan Am, Othonos 4 .... .................... ...... ............... 323·5242 
PIA (Pakistan), Panepistimiou 15 ........................ 323·1931 
Qantas (Australian), Nikis 45 ............................... 325-0521 
Royal Air Maroc, Mitropoleos 5 ...... ...................... 324-4302 
Sabena (Belgian), Othonos 8 ............................... 323-6821 
SAS (Scandanavian), Sin a 6, Vissarionos ........... 363-4444 
Saudia, Filellinon 17 ............ ....................... ......... 322·8211 
Singapore Airlines, Xenofondas 9 ...... .. ............... 323·9112 
South African Airways, Kar. Servias 14 ............... 323-7857 
Sudan Airways, Amalias 44 ........ .... ..................... 324-4716 
Swissair, Othonos 4 ...................................... ...... 323·1871 
Syrianair, Panepistimiou 39 .................................. 323·8711 
Tarom (Romanian), Panepis.timiou 20 ................. 362-4808 
Thai International, Lekka 3·5 ................................ 324-3241 
Turkish Airlines, Filellinon 19 ............................... 322·1035 
Tunis Air, Filellinon 19 ......................................... 322·0104 
TWA, Xenofondos 8 .............................................. 323-6831 
Varig (Brazil), Othonos 10 .......................................... 8685 
Yemenia, Patission 9 ............................................ 524·5912 
Zambia Air, Akti Miaouli 7-9 ............ ..................... 413·3244 

Coach (bus) stations 
Recorded station numbers ............................................ 142 

Trains 
Recorded timetable (Greece) ....................................... 145 
Recorded timetable (Europe & Russia) ........................ 147 
To northern Greece and other countries .............. 524·0601 
To Peloponnisos ................................................... 513:1601 

Useful numbers 

Police 
Tourist police .............. .......... ....................................... 171 
City police ............... .............. ..... .. .. .............. ......... ..... .. 1 00 
Traffic police ....................... ................................. 523·0111 
Coastguard patrol ....................................... .. ............... 1 08 
Aliens' bureau ....................................................... 770-5711 

Fire ................................................................................ 199 

Health care 
Doctors 2 pm· 7 am ..................................................... 105 
First aid .......................................................................... 166 
Poison control ....................................................... 779-3777 
Pharmacies open 24 hrs ...................... .......... ............. 1 07 
Hospitals : .... ............................................................... 1 06 
SOS Support Line ................................................. 644-2213 
US Military first aid ................................................ 981 ·2740 
US citizens' emergency aid .................. ................ 721·2951 

National AIDS Center ............ .............................. 644-4906 

Animal Welfare 
Garby, Enosis Zoofilon Ellados ............................ 882-2356 
Greek Society for the 
Protection of Animals ................................... ....... 346·0360 
................................. ...................... .. ........... ....... 770-6489 
Hellenic Animal Welfare Society .......................... 643-5391 
St Franc is Society ............. ................ .................... 643-5391 

Automobile and touring 
Automobile and Touring Club (ELPA) .................. 779·1615 
ELPA road assistance ................................................... 104 
ELPA touring guidance ............................................ .... 174 

Tourism 
EOT information, Kar Servias 2 ............................ 322-2545 
EOT office, Amerikis 11 ................................ ....... 322-3111 
Athens Mayor's office .......................................... 524·2369 
For items in buses or taxis .................................... 642·1616 
Peace & Friendship Stadium ................................ 481-9512 

Telephone and telegrams 
Telephone information, general... .. ................................ 134 
Numbers in Athens and Attica .......... .... .................. ...... 131 
Numbers elsewhere in Greece ..................................... 132 
International telephone information .................... .... 161,162 
International telegrams ...................... ............... ........... 165 
Domestic operator ................................................ 151 ,152 
Domestic telegrams ..................................................... 155 
Complaints .................................................................. 135 
Repairs .......................... 121 + first 2 digits of your number 
Application for new telephone ....................................... 138 
Transfer of telephone .................................................... 139 
Wake-up service ............................................................ 182 

Recorded Information (in Greek) 
Time .............. .................... ........ ................................ .. 141 
Weather ....................................................................... 148 
News .............................................................................. 115 

Utilities 
Electricity (24-hr service) ..................................... 324-5311 
Gas (24-hr service) ....................... ...................... 346-3365 
Garbage collection ................................................ 512·9450 
Street lights ......................................................... 324·5603 
Water (24-hr service) ............................................ 777 ·0866 Ships 

Recorded timetable (Piraeus, Rafina, Lavrion) ............. 143 
Flying Dolphin ....................................................... 452-7107 

UN Offices Main post offices 
(open 7:30 am to 8:00 pm) 

Marinas 
Floisvos ...... .................... .... ........ .......... ....... ....... 982·9759 

~~~~=,;;~~i ::: : : ::: ::::.·.·:.·.·.·.·.:·.·.: :: :::: : :::::::.·.·.·.·.·.·.: ::: :: : ::::::~~:~~;~ 
Zea ........................................................................ 452·5315 

UNIC, Amalias 36 ................................ 322-8122, 322·9624 
High Commission for Refugees, Skoufa 59 .......... 363·3607 

Aiolou 100 .................... ................................... ... 321 ·6023 
Syntagma Square ................................................. 323-7573 
Parcel post offices 
(For parcels over 1 kg going abroad) 
Koumoundourou 29 .............................................. 524·9359 

Ministries Stadiou 4, in arcade .............................................. 322·8940 
Psychico ............................................................. 671-2701 

Embassies and consulates 
Agriculture, Abarnon 2 .......................................... 524·8555 
Commerce, KaningosSq.15 ................................ 361-6241 
Communications, Xenofondos 13 ........................ 325-1211 

Parcels should not be wrapped until aher inspection. 

Travel and transport 
Algeria, Vas Constantinou 14 .............................. 751 · 3560 Culture & Sciences, Aristidou 14 .............. ........... 324·3015 
Argentina, Vas Sophias 59 .. .................... , ........... 722-4753 
Australia, Dimitriou Soutsou 37 .................... ..... 644-7303 
Austria, Alexandras 26 ......................................... 821 · 1 036 
Belgium, Sekeri 3 .......... .......... ........ ...................... 361· 7886 
Brazil, Kolonaki Sq 14 ........................................... 721 ·3039 

Education, Mitropoleos 15 ................................... 323·0461 
Energy & Natural Resources, Mihalakopoulou .... 770-8615 
Finance, Karageorgi Servias 1 0 ........................... 322-4071 
Foreign Affairs, Akademias 1 .............................. 361·0581 
Health & Welfare, Aristotelous 17 ......................... 523·2821 

Flight Information 
Olympic Airways .............................. ................... 981-1201 
Olympic timetable (recording) ....................................... 144 
lnternationalllights except Olympic ..................... 969-9443 

Airl ines Bulgaria, Stratigou Kallari 33 ............................. 647-8105/8 Interior, Stadiou 27 .............................................. 322-3521 
Aeroflot (USSR), Xenofondos 14 ......................... 322-0986 · Canada, I Gennadiou 4 ....................................... 723-9511 Justice, Socratous & Zenonos ............................. 522·5903 
Aerolineas Argentinas, Voukourestiou 36 ............ 360-7936 China, Krinon 2a, Pal Psychico ............................ 672-3282 Labor, Pireos 40 .. ............................................... 523·311 0 
Air Canada, Othonos 10 .......... ............................ 324-7511 Colombia, Marathonodromo 91 ........................... 647-4457 Merchant Marine, Greg Lambraki 150, Piraeus ... 412-1211 
Air France, Karageorgi Servias 4 ......................... 323·0501 Cuba, Kehagia 48, Filothei ................................... 681-3042 National Defense, Holargos Sq .. ......................... 646-5201 

Cyprus, Herodotou 16 ......................................... 723-7883 
Czechoslovakia, George Seferi 6 ........................ 671-3755 

National Economy, Syntagma Sq ......................... 323-0931 
Northern Greece, Thessaloniki. .... .' ............... (031) 26·4321 

Air India, Omirou 15 .............................................. 360-3584 
Air Zimbabwe, Panepistimio.u 39 .......................... 323-9101 
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Planning, Housing & Environment, 
Amaliados 17 .......................................... 634-1460/1/9 

Presidency, El Venizelou 15 ................................. 364-0502 
Press & lnformalion, Zalokosta 10 ....................... 363-0911 
Prime Minister's Office, lrodou Attikou 19 ............ 724-0654 
Public Order, Katahaki 1 ..................................... 692-921 o 
Social Security, Stadiou 29 ................................. 323-9010 

Banks 

The addresses listed are those of the central offices. Most 
branches also have a number of suburban and rural 
branches. All banks are open from 8 am to 2 pm Monday to 
Thursday; Friday, 8 am to 1 :30 pm. 
National Bank of Greece, Kar Servias 2 ............... 321 -0411 
Commercial Bank of Greece, Sophokleous 11 .... 321 -0911 
Ionian and Popular Bank, Panepistimiou 45 ........ 322-5501 
Bank of Attica, Panepistimiou 19 .......................... 324-7 415 
Bank of Greece, Panepistimiou 21 ....................... 320-1111 
Credit Bank, Stadiou 40 ........................................ 324-5111 

The following exchange centers are open extra hours: 
8 am-9 pm, Mon-Frl; 8 am-8 pm Sat, Sun: 
National Bank, Kar Servlas & Stadiou .................. 322-2738 
Mon-Frl 8:30 am-1 :30 pm. - 3:30 - 7:30 pm: 
Hilton Hotel, Vas Sop hi as 46 ................................ 722-0201 

Foreign Banks 
Algemene Bank, Nederland, 

Paparigopoulou 3, Klafthmonos Sq ................ 324-3973 
American Express, Panepistimiou 31 ................... 323-5401 
Arab Bank, Stadiou. 10 .......................................... 325-5401 
Arab-Hellenic Bank, Panepistimiou 43 ................. 325-0823 
Bank of America, Panepistimiou 39 ..................... 325-1901 
Bank of Nova Scotia, Panepistimiou 37 ............... 324-3891 
Bank Saderat (Iran), Panepistimiou 25 ................ 324-9531 
Bankers Trust, Stadiou 3 ...................................... 322-9835 
Banque Franco-Hellenique de Commerce lnt. et Maritime 

S.A., 12 Amalias ............................................. 323-9701 
Banque Nationals de Paris, 5 Koumbari .............. 364-3713 
Barclays Bank, Voukourestiou 15 ........................ 364-4311 
Chase Manhattan, Korai 3 ................................... 323-7711 
Citibank, 

Othonos 8 ..................................................... 322-7471 
Kolonaki Sq .................................................... 361-8619 

Akti Miaouli 47-49, Piraeus ................................... 452-3511 
Credit Banque Commercial de France, 

Amalias 20 .................................................... 324-1831 
Grindlays Bank, 

Merlin 7 ........................................................... 362-4601 
Akti Miaouli 15, Piraeus .................................. 411-1753 

Midland Bank, 
Sekeri 1A, Kolonaki ........................................ 364-7410 
Akti Miaouli 93, Piraeus .................................. 413-6403 

Morgan Grenfell, 19-20 Kolonaki Sq .................... 360-6456 
National Westminster Bank, 

11 Merarhias 7, Piraeus ................................. .411 -7415 
Stadiou 24, Athens ........................................ 325-0924 
I Dragoumi 3, Thessaloniki ..................... (031 )531 -007 

Societe General, lppokratous 23 ......................... 364-201 o 
The Royal Bank of Scotland PLC, Aktl Miaouli 61 452-7483 

Churches and Synagogues 

Agia lrmii, Aeolou .................................................. 322-6042 
Agios Dimitrios (Ambelokipi) ................................ 646-4315 
Chrisospilotissa, Aeolou 60 .................................. 321-6357 
Mitropolis (Cathedral), Mitropoleos ...................... 322-1308 
Sotiros, Kidathineon ............................................ 322-4633 

Agios Grigorios (Armenian), Kriezi 10 .................. 325-2149 
Beth Shalom Synagogue, Melidoni 8 ................... 325-2823 
Christos Kirche (German Evangelical), 

Sina66 ......................................................... 361-2713 
Crossroads International Christian Canter, 

Kessarias 30, Ambelokipi .............................. 770-5829 
First Church of Christ, Scientist, 

Vissarionos 7 A ................................................ 721-1520 
Jehovah's Witnesses, 

Kifissias77, Maroussi ............................... 682-7315 
Skandinaviska Sjomanskyrkan, 

Akti Thermistokleous 282, Pireaus ................ 451 -6564 
St Denls (Catholic), Venizelou 24 ........................ 362-3603 

St. Andrews Protestant Church, 
3 PapanikoleSt, Papagou ............................ 652-1401 
Services (former Hotel Roussos) 9 am 
18 Tsaldari Pan., Kifissia 
Sina 66. 11:15 am 

Christos Kirche, Sina 66, 11:15 am 
, St Paul's (Anglican), Filellinon 29 ......................... 721-4906 

St Nikodimos (Russian Orthodox), 
Filellinon 21 ........................................ 323-1090 
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Trinity Baptist Church, Vouliagmenis 58, ........ ..... 895·0165 
Church of 7th Day Adventists, 

Keramikou 18 ................................................ 522-4962 

Cultural organizations and 
Archaeological institutes 

American School of Classical Studies 
Souidias 54 ..................................................... 723-6314 

Australian Archaeological Institute, 23 Zacharitsa, 
Koukaki ....................... ....................... ............... 324-4842 
Belgian Archaeological School, Lavrion ........ (0292) 25158 
British Council, Kolonaki Sq 17 .............. .... .......... 363-3211 
British School of Archaeology, Soudias 52 .......... 721-0974 
Canadian Archaeological Institute, 

Gennadion 2B, Kolonaki ............................... 722-3201 
French School of Archaeology, Didotou 6 ............ 361-2518 
Goethe Institute, Omirou 14-16 ........................... 360-8111 
Hellenic American Union, Massalias 22 ............... 362-9886 
Instil ut Francais, Sina 31 ...................................... 361-5575 

Branch: Massalias 18 .................................... 361 -0013 
Institute ltaliano, Patission 47 ............................... 522-9294 
Jewish Community Centre, Melidoni 8 ................. 325-2823 
Lyceum of Greek Women 

Dimokritou 14 ................................................ 361-1042 
Society for the Study of Modern 

· Greek Culture, Sina 46 .................................. 363-9872 
Swedish Archaeol lnst, Mitseon 9 ........................ 923-2102 

Educational Institutions 
The Alpine Center, 39 Pat. loakim ............ 721-3076/3700 
American Community Schools ............................. 639-3200 
Athens Center ..................................................... 701-2268 
Athens College (Psychico) ................................... 671-4621 
Athens College (Kantza) ...................................... 665-9991 
Byron College (Maroussi) ..................................... 804-9162 
Campion School ................................................... 813-2013 
College Year in Athens ......................................... 721-8746 
Deree College (Ag Paraskevi) .............................. 639-3250 
Deree College (Athens Tower) ...... ...................... 779-2247 
Dropfeld Gymnasium .......................................... 682-0921 
Green Hill School, Kokinaki 17, Kifissia ........ 801-7115/872 
lnstitut Francais, Sin a 31 ..................................... 361 -5575 

Branch: Massalias 18 ............................... 361-5575 
Italian School ........................................................ 228-0338 
Italian Archaeol School .................... .. .............. ... 923-9163 
Kifissia Montessori School .......................... ........ 808·0322 
The University of La V erne ................................... 801 -0111 
Lycee Francais ..................................................... 362-4301 

Mediterranean College, Akademias 98 ...... 364-6022/5116 
Pooh Corner Kindergarten/Nursery ..................... 801 -1827 
Southeastern College ................... 364-3405, 360-2055/56 
St Catherine's British Embassy ........................... 282-9750 
SI Lawrence College .............................. ............. 894-2725 
Tasis Hellenic International Schooi ...................... BOB-1426 
Ionic Center, Strat Syndesmou 12 ........ .......... ..... 360-4448 
The Old Mill (remedial) ......................................... 801-2558 
3-4-5 Brit. Nursery Sch., Pal. Faliron ................... 983-2204 
University Center for Recogniton ot 

Foreign Degrees, Syngrou 112 ...................... 923-7835 
TASIS Elementary ................................................ 681 -4753 

Social/Sports Clubs 

TheAikidoAssoc.,3Sept. 144 ............................ 881-1768 
Alcoholics Anonymous ....................... 962-7122, 962-7218 
AI-Anon ........................ ..................................... 981-5711 
Amnesty International, Mavromichali 20 ............ 360-0628 
Athenian Hockey Club 

Club Secretary: D Faulkner ........................... 722-9716 
Vice Pres: A Tipper ...................................... 807-7719 

American Legion (Athens Post) 
Tziraion 9 (near Temple of Zeus) ................... 922-0067 

ACS Tennis Club, 
129 Ag Paraskevi, Halandri ........................... :639-3200 

AOK Tennis Club, Kifissia ..................................... 801-3100 
Athens Tennis Club, Vas Olgas 2 ........................ 923-2872 
Attica Tennis Club, Filothei ................................... 681 -2557 
Canadian Women's Club . .. ........................ 804-3823 
Belgian-Greek Business Circle, Othonos 8 ...... .. 322-0723 
Cross-Cultural Association ................................... 804-1212 
Daughters of Penelope 

(Ladies Auxiliary of AHEPA), Formionos 38 
Pangrati .............................................. ............ 751-9731 

Democrats Abroad ............................................. 722-4645 
Ekali Club, Lofou 15, Ekali......................... .. .. 81 3-2685 

English Speaking Society .................................. 672-5485 

Fed of Bridge Clubs, Evripidou 6 .... .................... . 321 -0490 
Fed of Greek Excursion Clubs, 

Dragatsanou 4 ................................................ 323-4107 
Gliding Club of Atnens, t>atsan1ou 8 ..................... 723-5158 
Golf Club, Glyfada ................................................ 894-6820 
Greek Girl Guides Association, 

Xenofondos 10 .................... ........................ 323-5794 
Greek Scout Association. Ptolemeo 1 ... 724-4437 
Greek Touring Club, Polytechniou 12 .............. ..... 524-8600 
Hash House Harriers Jogging Club, ..................... 807-6864 
Hippodrome, Faliron ..................... ..... ................. 941-7761 
Overeaters Anonymous ...................................... 346-2800 
The Players ........................................................... 666-6394 
Republicans Abroad (Greece) ................... , ......... 681 -5747 
Riding Club ol Greece, Paradissos ...................... 682-6128 
Riding Club of Athens, Gerakas .......................... 661-1088 
Spastics Society . ................... .. ...... 701 -5634 
Sports Center, Agios Kosmas .... 981-5572 
Politia Club, Arislolelous 18, ............ ................................... 801·1566 
Vera Tennis Club, Nea Filothei.681 -3562 
Yacht Club of Greece, Microlimano............... ...417-9730 
YMCA (XAN), Omirou 28 ...................................... 362-6970 
YWCA (XEN), Amerikis 11 ................................... 362-4291 

Business Associations 
Athens Business and Professional Women's 

Club, Ag Zonish 57 ........................................ 861-3522 
Athens, Cosmopolitan Lions Club, 

(Mr P Baganis) .............................. ................ 360-1311 
Danish Business Assoc., 9 Zissimopoulou, 
Glyfada ................................................ .. ............. 894-8848 

European Economic Community (EEC), 
Vas Sophias 2 .......................................... : ... . 724-3982 

Fed of Greek lndustries,Xenofondos 5 ................ 323-7325 
Foreign Press Association, Akademias 23 ........... 363-7318 
Greek Productivity Center (EL-KE-PA). 

Kapodistriou 28 ............................................. 360-0411 
Hellenic Chamber of Holcls, Sladiou 24 . .. ............ 323-6641 

Hellenic Colton Board, Syngrou 150 .................... 922-5011 
Hellenic Export Promotion Council, Stadiou 24 .... 322-6871 
Hellenic Olympic Committee, Kapsali 4 ............... 724-9235 
Hellenic Shipowners' Association, 

Akti Miaouli 85 ................................................ 411 -8011 
National Organization of Hellenic Handicrafts, 

Mitropoleos 9 .................................................. 322-1017 
National Statistical Service, Lykourgou 14-16 ...... 324-7805 
Propeller Club ....................................................... 778-3698 
Rotary Club, Kriezotou 3 ....................................... 362-3150 
Thessaloniki International Fair, Hellexpo, 

Egnatious 154: Thessaloniki ................... (031 )23-9221 

Chambers of Commerce 
Greek 
Athens Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry, Akadimias St 7-9 . ............ 360-4815/2411 
Chamber of Fine Arts of Greece, 

Mitropoleos St 38 .......... ........ .................. ...... 323-1230 
Geotechnical Chamber of Greece, 

Venizelou St 64, Thessaloniki .............. (031 )27-8817/8 
German Hellenic, D.orileou 1 0-12 ......................... 644-4546 
The Hellenic Chamber for Development and 
Economic Cooperation with Arab Countries, 

180 Kifissias, Neo Psychico ..... ..... 671-1210,672-6882 
Handicrafts Chamber of Athens, 

Akademias St 18 ........................................... 363-0253 
Hellenic Chamber of Hotels, Stadiou 4 ................ 323-6641 
Hellenic Chamber of Shipping, 

Akti Miaouli 85 ................................................ 411-8811 
International, Kaningos 27 .................................... 361-0879 
Piraeus Chamber of Commerce & Industry, 

Loudovikou St 1, Plateia Roosevelt.. .............. 417-7241 
Professional Chamber of Athens, 

El Venizelou St 44 ......................................... 360-1651 
Professional Chamber of Piraeus, 

Ag Konstantinou St 3 ..................................... 412-1503 

Foreign 
American Hellenic Chamber of Commerce, 

Valaoritou 17 .............................................. ... 361-8385 
Arab Hellenic Chamber of Commerce, 

180 Kifissias ................................................. 647-3761 
British Hellenic Chamber of Commerce, 

Valaoritou 4 .................................................... 362-0168 
Far East Trade Center (Rep of China) 

Vas Sophias 54 ............................................. 724-3107 
French Chamber of Commerce, 

Vas Sophias ?a ............................. 362-5516,362-5545 
German Hellenic Chamber of Commerce, 

Dorilaiou 1 0-12 ............................................... 644-4546 
Hong Kong Trade Development Council, 

Vas Alexandrou 2 .......................................... 724-6723 
Italian Chamber of Commerce, 

Mitropoleos St 25 .......................................... 323-4551 
Japan External Trade Organization, 

Koumbari 4 ..................................................... 363-0820 
Yugoslav Chamber of Commerce, 

Valaoritou 17 .................................................. 361 -8420 
Athens Association of Commercial Agents, 

Voulis St 15 ................ .......................... ......... 323-2622 
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Here's Your Chance 
To Get Three Of 
The Best Books 

In Greece ... 
The Bananaless Republic 
TilE fUX~Y IIDE UF GREICE Lll TilE ~o:, A1 SUN B\' ·-m£ An!U.1A.'ff ST:IR COlUMS!5T 

***** The Bananaless Repub
lic, The Funny Side. of Greece in 
The 80s, is Alec Kitroeff' s side
splitting, insider's view of life 
under PASOK, illustrated by 
(Greek Idioms Columnist) Susa 
Avela, this handsome volume 
represents the best of Kitroeff' s 
famous Postscript and Onlooker 
columns in The Athenian Maga
zine. For years a master tickler of 
the philhellenic funnybone, Kit
roeff's latest collection should be 
on everyone's gift list - for any 

occasion. 174 pps. 
(English) APE71089 

1350 drachmas 
Add 350 drachmas shipping/ 

handling for each copy 

ICDIIUnNo~.Aq 

**** Milies: A Village on 
Mount Pelion is a landmark 
documentary work written by 
Helen-Fay Stamati, and pub
lished by THE A THEN !AN 
PRESS, LTD. Available in both 
English and Greek editions, this 
book preserves for us all the 
architecture, crafts, customs - the 
entire way of life - of Milies, a 
traditional village on Mount Pe
lion. (Lavishly illustrated with full-

color photographs.) 270 pps. 
(English) APE61089 

6000 drachmas 
(Greek) APG61089 

6000 drachmas 
Add 750 drachmas shipping/ 

handling for each copy 

*** Kifissia: Aspects of Its 
Beauty and Its Past, by Maria 
Karavia, published by The Society 
For The Protection of Kifissia, 
recounts the fascinating past of 
Athens most beloved "village". 
Illustrated with hundreds of rare 
black & white, and full-color pho
tographs by photographers; Liza 
Evert, Dora Minaidi, and Maria 
Fakidi. This book is available in 
both English and Greek. 154 pps. 

(English) APE51088 
5000 drachmas 

(Greek) APG51088 
5000 drachmas 

Add 650 drachmas shipping/ 
handling for each copy 

-- .---. --- -- -- ·--·. --· .. --. ----.----.---- ... --· ......... --·-........ --- .. ------........ --.--.--.. ·X ----· ......... --·--...... ----......... --· ..... --· ........ ---.-....... -.... ... .. -....... -- .. 

JiiATI-IENIANi[ 
PUBLISHING - HOOK SERVICE 

THE ATHENIAN PRESS, LTD. 
PETA 4 (PLAKA) 
105 58 ATHENS 
GREECE 
'W 322-2802, FAX 322-3052 

Your name ... ... ............ .... ......... .. .. .... .. ... . 
Adc)ress ... ........ .................... ................ · .. . 

City .. .... .. ............ Country ........ .. ........ .. The A 

:'r"ES' wanaco order the lilies indic:ucd below· ~ 

The Bananaless Republic 

Milies: A Village on Mount Pelion . 

Greek Edition 

Kifissia: Its Beauty and Its Past 

Greek Edition 

Annual subscription to The Athenian 

Cash/Check/Money Order 

thenian Subscription Rate: 2800 (in Greece) 

PostCode .... ......... Telephone........ .... .. . US$2 5 (in Europe) US$27 (Elsewhere) 

lie m No Q1y Uni1 Prict Tnt>~ l 

APE71089 1350 

APE61089 6000 

APG61089 6000 

APE51088 5000 

APG51088 5000 

APE41074 

TOI31 hem~ L-- SubTotal l 

6% VAT s 

Shippin~ anti ham.llin~: .S 

Total 

Amount 

Due s 

-- .. ------.... -- .... ----...... -- .--- ... --------.--.. -- .. ·--.-.-- ---------... ·---. --·---.----..... -- ... K ... -- ..... --. ---- .............. ..... -.. -- ............ -.......................... -.. --.. . . 
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What on earth ... !? 
''Think globally and act locally" 

by Anthony Strano 

G lobal Co-operation for a Better World is a non
political , non-fundraising international two-and-a

half year project giving people a unique opportunity to 
work together. It is organized and directed in most 
countries by a National Advisory Committee. The Hon
orary Chairperson of the International Committee is Mrs 
Marcela Perez de Cueller. The project is designated as a 
Peace Messenger Initiative dedicated to the United Na
tions. 

Is GCBW of local interest? Does it justify expression 
in a periodical , such as this one, dealing in specialized 
matters? 

Certainly. How otherwise can there be co-operation 
on any issue if it does not start in the most local areas: in 
one's self, in one's home? It is the same with neighbor
hoods. Let's say that a broad avenue draws unwanted 
traffic through a certain district, just as it crosses other 
districts. Only when those neighborhoods co-operate will 
the flow of traffic be changed. So it is with nations. A 
nation cannot co-operate with other nations if it is 
divided in itself and its people have no goals in common. 

The interdependence of single human beings, groups 
of people or of nations is something that is being better 
understood as the perils for life' on earth increase and as 
more and more people become aware of them . 

Global Co-operation was formally launched in the 
House of Lords, London, on 21 April 1988, but it grew 
out of The Million Minutes of Peace, the largest non
revenue raising project of the 1986 U.N. International 
Year of Peace. 

That undertaking began in Australia among a group 
of young people who wanted to initiate a project which 
would capture everyone's imagination and give people 
everywhere the chance to be involved. 

It struck thein that if people could walk, run, swim 
and sing for charities and clock up hours and distance 
they spent doing this, then it would be possible to do the 
same for peace - a kind of peace telethon with a 
difference: a telethon which included everyone, without 
regard to age or culture or calor or occupation. They 
concluded that the one thing that everyone has in com
mon is time, time to give their thoughts, energy and 
creativity for peace. 

Of course many people asked, "Do thoughts really 
count?" Certainly human creativity and inventiveness 
begin as thoughts in the minds of men and women. 

· London psychiatrist and Assistant Editor of the British 
Holistic Medical Journal, Dr Sarah Eagger, sums it up 
very well: "Everything external that we now tend to place 
higher than ourselves, from a beautiful art form to a most 
complex computer all began with a thought." 

"In the area of relationships, the way we think about 

someone else determines the way we treat them - our 
attitude. We have the potential for enjoyable harmonious 
relationships or complete disasters , both in a personal 
and global sense. It is our thoughts and, therefore, beliefs 
that have the most profound effect on behavior, and on 
further examination it becomes clear that the quality of 
thought determines the quality of action." Dr Eagger, as 
a participant in the project, wrote this position paper on 
the theme "Your Thoughts Count". Here is a further 
extract: "Perhaps the most significant time we realize 
how precious thoughts are, is when they go wrong. When 
people are psychotic, one of the most disturbing aspects 
of this condition is described as ' thought disorder'. They 
do not make sense - their thoughts are completely out of 
control - the result is devastating - madness." 

"On a smaller scale this lack of thought control could 
be described -as worry- an unpleasant experience; and 
certainly negative thinking is that . 

"Having negative thoughts about one's guilt, failure 
and uselessness leads to a life of complete misery. In 
relationships negative thinking is an attitude which leads 
to great conflicts; the combined effect of negative 
thoughts and feeling is a force to be reckoned with. This 
has particular importance in the world today where such 
forces on an international level place our planet in a state 
of crisis. Perhaps it is worth paying a little more attention 
to our thoughts when we realize what a powerful motivat
ing force they are; at the personal level of well-being as 
well as our interactions with others, both locally and 
globally." 

The month-long project had its international finale on 
22 October 1986 at the Cathedral of Saint John the 
Divine in New York, and a few days later a presentation 
was made at the United Nations: from over 70 countries, 
1,221,093,655 minutes of peace had been collected (that 
is over a billion minutes collected!). 

The priorities of just what is wanted and needed for 
the future were clarified at the MountAbu Summit, which 
took place in. India 9-11 February 1989. Delegates from 
the United States, Soviet Union, People's Republic of 
China and 35 other countries assembled to review the 
progress of Global Co-operation for a Better World and 
plan for the future. 

During the course of the three-day event held at the 
mountain headquarters of the Brahma Kumaris, the 
Mount Abu Declaration was formulated. The Declara
tion draws on a 300-page international report on thf 
project, detailing creative ideas and actions donated tc 
the "Global Co-operation Bank" . The Bank is unique ir 
the world as it does not accept money. Its deposits arc 
ideas and actions . . Everything connected with Globa 
Co-operation is donated: office space, travel service~ 
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staff time and publication facilities. 
The Mount Abu Declaration represents a genuine 

opening of the Global Co-operation Bank, a synthesizing 
of ideas and a springboard for further action. Dr James 
O .C. Jonah , Assistant Secretary General of the U.N. 
stated: "We live in a world where co-operation has 
become vital to the maintenance of world security. We 
must learn to accept the vision of others ." 

Presentations of the Declaration have been made at 
the U. N. Headquarters ( 4 May 1989) , House of Com
mons , London (7 June 1989),as well as other venues in 
participating countries. 

What is happening now? 
Global Co-operation is asking people of different 

backgrounds and members of the community to join 
other "people of vision" to come together to give and 
share their creative ideas or research, their practical 
innovations, specialized knowledge and plan of action 
towards the creation of "the Global Visicin". 

The Global Co-operation Bank closes in November 
1989 but it will take a year to process its deposits in order 
to compile and present its "Global Vision" . Ideas of what 
future educational, political, economic and scientific 
systems, among others, would be like, in terms of values, 
aims and processes , will be outlined in a major publica
tion . Those same ideas will also be articulated during an 
international teleconference presentation in November 
1990. As an instrument for constructive change, the 

Global Vision will be presented to the United Nations as 
the culmination of all activities carried out during the two 
and a half-year GCBW project. 

T he Greek chapter of GCBW is at present launching 
one of the organization's most ambitious projects. 

An international symposium is being held in Athens, 3-7 
January 1990, on the theme "Science, Technology and 
the Environment: A Case for Global' Co-operation". 

The local network, together with those operating in 80 
participating countries, has compiled a roster of scientists 
who are leaders in their fields, men and women from all 
continents, some of them Nobel laureates. The Athens 
symposium is being sponsored by Greek companies and 
local individual benefactors. Its purpose is to bring 
together specialists and i~fluential decision-makers to 
generate new, stimulating and original ideas for the 
future . The local organizers hope that its style and the 
content will be true to its ancient Greek prototype: a 
coming together of wise minds in an informal and stimu
lating atmosphere , asking basic questions, in which 
tremendously serious and pressing issues are expressed, 
thought over and discussed. o 

For further information about GCBW contact: 
Peta 4, Athens 105 58, Greece. 
Tel: 322 2802, Fax: 322 3052 
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Fiddling with the roof 

Some people organized their papers 
this past summer, and other folks gardened. 
Chip Ammerman, however, moved holes 
around on his roof, and survived to tell the tale 

by Chip Ammerman 

Well , it's over. That marvellous 
modern-day institution called 

'Summer Vacation'. Those ebullient 
days and weeks of July and August 
which , when anticipated in the rai.ny 

·days of February and March , prevent 
wrist-slashing or an inordinate amount 
of ouzo consumption. Certainly, our 
family underwent these perambulations 
of the mind last winter in anticipation 
of our summer holidays. Thoughts of 
repairing to our summer retreat were 
welcome alternatives to the humdrum 
routine of supermarket shopping or 
nefos complaints. 

Like most people , we take our vaca
tion in August . We're an average fami
ly with four members (That's an ox
ymoron: no family with two teen-aged 
boys can be termed 'average' .) and, we 
once again imagined a pleasant hiatus 
in our summer house which we view as 
our Shangri-La. The realization of such 
dreams, of course , as Dr Freud once 
told us , depends upoq the individual 
and each individual in our family 
brought his own needs to his dreams, as 
the good doctor further described. For 
example , one of our sons imagined 
days full of swimming, boa.ting, and 
windsurfing. The only hitches in his 
dream were The Three Musketeers (the 
book , not the candy bar) and Les Mis
erables. These were assigned summer 
reading for his English course, ostens
ibly , as he said , in celebration of 
France's 200th anniversary of the dis
covery of the safety pin or the 
anniversary of the Renaissance which 
was commemorated this summer in. the 
Louvre. Whatever , these two volu~es 
contained some 2000 pages of ant-sized 
print, dotted with foreign words , and 
were viewed as the educator's foil for · 

the days intended for watersports. 
Somehow, the sewers of Paris paled in 
comparison to the shores of the Ae
gean. 

Our other son - freshly graduated 
from high school - was going to orga
nize his books and papers. I tried to tell 

him that such attempts were doomed 
by definition . Books and papers defy 
categorization - I know. He left for 
university this fall and his 'organiza
tion' makes a pot of spaghetti look like 
a computer print-out. Perhaps we'll call 
in a bulldozer to complete the task. 

My wife planned to garden. New 
implements were purchased for a stag
gering amount of drachmas. Hoes, 
rakes, picks (we have obstinate dirt) , 
gardening gloves (devilishly decorated 
with flowers), seeds for planting, hoses 
to water the seeds , bags of fertilizer, 
bottles of insect and bug spray for the 
soon-to-be harvested cornucopia were 

placed in the car, already groaning with 
boxes of books and papers and racks of 
windsurfers . 

I, of course, knew better. I was 
going to have a 'real vacation' which, to 
my mind, meant lying in a hammock 
with a book, surreptitiously eyeing the 
local bathing beauties and dreaming of 
rescuing drowning damsels to their 
everlasting appreciation (exactly how 
this would be accomplished wasn ' t ex
amined; I can't swim a stroke and my 
wife takes a dim view of drowning 
damsels requiring rescue by a non
swimming husband) . I had brought 
several books with me , had adjusted 
the hammock to its proper tension and 
height, and had begun my summer 
vacation. At that moment , things came 
unglued and all the winter's dreams 
were suddenly seen as nightmares . 

The 'gardener' reported a loose roof 
tile which was in danger of falling on 
the zinnias. Would I please replace it? 

Roof tiles are loathsome things to 
work with but beautiful when seen on 
other people's houses. They are 
arranged in rows (presumably symmet
rical) and require the manual dexterity 
of a brain surgeon and the vocabulary 
of a mule driver to install. They are 
more practical than a flat cement roof 
and are supposed to provide much
needed ventilation within the ceiling, 
thus making the house cooler. 

Luckily - or so I assumed - I had a 
store of extra tiles in the cellar and, 
mounting the ladder, I soon had the 
broken tile replaced (not without ex
hortations to various religious figures 
here in Greece) and had reassumed my 
place in the hammock when the 'orga
nizer' of books and papers remarked 
that there was a shaft of previously 
unnoted sunlight in the middle of his 
bedroom. The tile I had just replaced 
had distorted the supposed symmetry 
of that row and had pushed one tile out 
of line, creating the aperture which , as 
the organizer wryly noted, would be 
filled with rain during the winter. After 
wrangling about the metaphysical im
possibility of a hole's being filled , I 
again climbed the ladder to realign the 
recalcitrant tile which soon led to a 
skylight being opened in the bathroom 
because the supposed ruler-straight 
work · of the roof-layers had been dis
trubed by my replacing the second tile. 
The temporary skylight in the bath-
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room was repaired but was soon re
placed by a large gap over the kitchen 
stove which , upon being closed, mys
teriously reappeared above my favorite 
rocking chair. 

And so it went. Holes which added 
light and artistic elegance (I argued) to 
bathrooms, kitchens and storage rooms 
kept appearing and, when closed, 
would move to ·other rooms in the 
house . Willing eyewitnesses including 
gardener, windsurfer and swimmers 
(nee organizers) hastened to point out 
our tile disparities whenever and 
wherever they appeared. It was im
possible to simply align one tile and 
have the rest of the row match or 
coincide. I soon began to feel like 
Sisyphus continuously rolling the stone 
up the hill only to have it constantly 
descend again . I moved tiles only to 
uncover new .holes which necessitated 
the subsequent replacement of yet 
other errant tiles which in turn led to 
the appearance of other sunny places in 
bedrooms, closets and bathrooms. 

This fiendish game continued day 
after day. No matter what tactic I tried, 
apertures appeared elsewhere and were 

quickly noted by passing tourists, 
fishermen, bicycle riders, casual strol
lers ,donkeys, goats, sheep, and chick
ens as well as gardeners. Equally no
ticeable were, of course, the futile 
efforts of the maestro on the roof 
whose imprecations gave new meanings 
to many previously known and 
accepted Greek and English words. 
Churlishness was soon surpassed by a 
limitless rage. The sun beat down mer
cilessly and even when I attempted to 
work at night with a flashlight, the hole 
reappeared the next morning, as if a 
night's rest had given it renewed vigor. 

Finally, after moving all the tiles 
and renailing the support beams for the 
roof, I cornered the elusive hole ... and 
subdued it. We now have a splendid 
roof, shining brightly in the Mediterra
nean sun, a monument EOT should 
capture for its 1990 poster. My neigh
bars are envious of the new structure 
and the busloads of tourists that pass by 
in the vain attempt to catch sight of the 
miraculously moving hole in the roof 
are disappointed. We've had to rear
range the interior of our house to 
accomplish this feat , but it was worth it, 

I think . I 'cornered' the hole at the far 
end of the verandah and , accepting its 
right to life , left it there and built a 
storage shed beneath it for garden 
tools which , after all, are meant to be 
outdoors in all kinds of weather . Also 
stuffed into this new feature of our 
house are surfboards which, the manu
facturer tells me, need ' air' during the 
year so they won't deteriorate. 

The house looks nice now and ready 
for its winter solitude. The gardens are 
kempt, the papers and books stored or 
shipped, and it was a great summer for 
swimming, snorkeling, fishing and 
boating, I'm told. 

I myself have a wonderful tan and 
am seeking arm-wrestling partners as a 
result of having lifted some 5000 or so 
roof tiles. My knowledge of non-stan
dard , colloquial, vernacular G reek is 
certainly better, although some of my 
neighbors look askance at me and old 

· women bless me when our paths cross . 
But, all in all , it will be a summer I'll 
remember next February when the rain 
starts falling and the dreams of vacation 
begin. I've already contacted my travel 
agent about Tahiti for next summer. o 
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onlooker onlooker onlooker Alec Kitroeff 

The coming of the six thousand 

T he other day, at my club , I saw a 
very depressed-looking gentleman 

sitting in a deep armchair with his gaze 
fixed intently on empty space. It was 
none other than Professor Panayiotis 
Kefalosystolakis, the eminent Greek 
psychiatrist. "You look depressed , my 
friend," I said to him. "Anything 
seriously wrong?" 

He sighed and said nothing for a few 
moments as I sat in another armchair 
beside him and unfolded The Times . 

Then he turned to me and said: "Six 
thousand , no less." 

"Six thousand what?" I asked, un
comprehending. 

"Six thousand psychiatrists a re 
going to descend upon us between 12 
and 19 October from the four corners 
of the globe to take part in the E ighth 
World Congress of Psychiatry which 
will be held in the Peace and Friendship 
Stadium." 

I pondered over this piece of in
formation but failed to see why it 
should depress him . 

"Are you involved in it in any way? 
Are you having organizational prob
lems? Why are you looking so glum 
about it?" I asked. 

He sighed again . ''I'm only reading 
a paper on 'The conflict between the 
a mesas and the avrio in G reek society', 
that's all , and there don't seem to be 
any organizational problems, now that 
the delegates from the West African 

44 

countries and Haiti have agreed not to 
demonstrate voodoo magic by turning 
a ll the South African delegates into 
zombies. " 

" No ," he went on , ''what depresses 
me is that all those six thousand dele
gates are after o lir jobs here - well , 
perhaps not all of the m, but certainly 
those from the EC countries who can 
set up practice in Greece any time they 
like." 

"They're all coming pour tater le 
terrain , as they say in French . To test 
the ground. And Lord knows , it's an 
extre mely fruitful te rrain ." 

"You may, or may not have 
noticed that I have a vast and ex
ceedingly lucrative practice. But, be
sides that, you will recall that no less an 
authority than the former prime minis
ter and president of the Republi c, none 
other than Mr Karamanlis himself, 
broke a long silence just before the last 
election to remark that Greece is an 
' infinite lunatic asylum'. Many agreed 
that he never spoke a truer word. You 
may also have noticed that the recently 
divorced spouse of the man who gov
erned the country from 1981 , in 
an interview on the Oprah Winfrey 
show, quite frankly admitted that 
Papandreou 'has taken leave of his 
senses' . So what more proof do you 
want?" 

"Oh come now," I said , " there may 

be a higher proportion of lunatics in 

both high and low places in this coun
try, but that doesn' t mean everybody is 
mad , or that there would be enough 
·cases to provide as good a living for all 
the EC psychiatrists if they moved 
here." 

Kefalosystolakis eyed me coldly. 
T hen he picked up the newspaper on 
the coffee table by his side and said: 
"Before you came T was reading this 
interesting item in today's Elefiheroty
pia. I quote : 'The secre tary-general of 
.the ministry of transport and the presi
dent of the state bus company reported 
yeste rday that there are today 800 
buses in service in Athens which have 
e ither done 600,000 kilometres or been 
driven for the past six yea rs without 
maintenance of any kind. Some of 
them haye floorboards that a re so rot
te n, passengers have often stepped 
right through them, to find their legs 
dangling in empty space, some suffe r
ing injuries and suing the bus com
pany.' Now, I ask you, what people in 
their right mind would tole rate a situa
tion like this? You will say to me that if 
39 percent of the e lectorate was crazy 
enough in the last e lection to vote for a 
party that has ruined the country's eco
nomy and perpetrated scandals and 
fraud that a re unprecedented in Greek 
history, th en the little matte r of riding 
buses with the risk of being dropped off 
at any mo ment through the middle of 
the bus is nothing by comparison.'' 
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onlooker on loo 

"That still doesn' t make Greece 'an 
infinite lunatic asylum"' I remarked. 

"You want more examples of Greek 
irrationality? All right, who else in the 
world would accept to pay the price of a 
three-room apartment for a small car 
that he can only take into the city 
center on alternate days, while paying 
an exorbitant road tax , being fleeced 
for servicing and repairs by prima don
na mechanics and risking his life on 
roads that are badly built, lamentably 
signposted and rarely policed, and then 
being hoisted to a higher tax bracket 
for owning a car! " 

"Who else in the world would 
accept to spend hours in queues at post 
offices, banks, and government ser
vices when he is, as a taxpayer, bearing 
the cost of thousands of civil servants 
who sit around in other parts of the 
building dQing nothing." 

"Who else in the world would 
accept a situation whereby he is refused 
accommodation in resort hotels in his 
own country because they are fully 
booked by foreigners paying a fraction 
of what he would have been charged. 
And if he tries to go somewhere in the 
off-season, the hotels are either closed 
or freezing cold with no heating or hot 
water. " 

"Who else would put up with a 
public education system that is so total
ly inadequate that he has to send his 
children to private schools and spend a 
fortune on private lessons to boot, and 
then send them abroad for a higher 
education if they are to obtain a degree 
of any value - " 

"All right, a ll right," I interrupted. 
"You've made your point. I'll admit we 
must be crazy to put up with all these 
things. But why should we think the 
foreign psychiatrists will do a better job 
than our local ones?" 

"Because, my friend, another .irra
tional aspect of the Greek character is 
to consider anything coming from 
abroad to be better than the local pro
duct. " 

"Well," I said, "present company 
excepted , I would say that generally · 
speaking, they are correct in the 
assumption ." o 
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spaggos 

With odds and ends in mind ... 

I n the beginning, a t the genesis of 
this column , it was called Grabbag 

(1974) . and it was a real grabbag of 
unrelated tips and hints which , to this 
writer at least, seem just as good now 
as they did then! 

Since October is an odd month 
of mixed beginnings and endings , it 
might be fun to have another column 
of generally useful thoughts in no spec
ial sequence . .. 

First , do you have any particular 
problems or ideas you would like to 
share ; anything you would like to ask 
about? For example, we have a 
number of fine ideas for fireplaces, 
but how many of you out there are 
lucky enough to have one? 

Do you have a hobby, are you a 
collecto r, and would you like to share 
your interests with others, or do you 
already have a club? 

Card playing enthusiasts enjoy a 
fascinating hobby and have a grea t 
number of clubs. On making one in
quiry, we were archly in formed that 
this club was for E nglish playing cards 
only and that, no, thank you, sets of 
round Qantas playing cards were no t 
of interest. (Did you know Tiffany 
started out selling stationery and play
ing cards?) 

Perhaps you have special knowl
edge you would like to share - like 

46 

how to preserve and display old fabrics 
or a safe way to clean paintings. Do 
you have your own ' tricks' for doing 
skilled jobs? E ndless books and 'fillers' 
keep telling us how to do things , but 
often there is a better way. For exam
ple .. . 

Everyone knows that soaking a 
hammer in water causes the wood to 
swell and secures the handle, but what 
happens when it eventually dri es out? 
A better way, in addition to soaking 
the hammer , is to cut a small piece 
of metal to fit over the hole where 
the handle slips through the hammer 
head. H ave it extend slightly beyond 
the wood. Drill a hole in the middle 
and then screw it on with a long screw. 
When the hammer loosens and tries 
to slip off the handle it will be held 
by the screwed-on metal plate. 

That little sinkhole: We are advised 
to clean kitchen drains with solutions 
of salt and soda , or ice water to congeal 
the grease, but there is a more effective 
way to clear a drain in 30 seconds, 
and without the hazard of commercial 
compounds. 

Buy a hard rubber plunger (130 
drachmas) with a screw-on handle -
you don' t want it coming off while 
you are down a hole ! Take off the 
drain plate and carefully cut the 
plunger around the rim just ·enough 

to be able to push it down the drain 
pipe. One or two plunges with this 
plunger acting as a piston to drive out 
the water and accumulated waste , and 
the drain will clear like magic. 

The soda and salt bit is not a bad 
idea to help keep the drain clear , but 
the homemade plunger-piston can save 
greasy grief, cold cash and endless 
hours of fingernail-gnawing waiting for 
a ' professional' plumber , although 
some of us wonder if such a species 
exists. 

The streets of New York and Lon
don have long been famous for the 
usable cast-offs that can be collected 
there (the trashmen of Tokyo are com
plaining that their countrymen are 
throwing away TV sets as soon as they 
get dusty) and now even Athens has 
an amazing number of items that can 
be recycled - furniture fur instance! 

Instant Heirlooms: Recently a 
lucky fellow found a scrapped 
sideboard the exact dimensions of the 
space he had. Too large to carry piggy
back, it cost 1400 drachmas to have 
carted home but, in Monastiraki, it 
would have cost 15-25,000 plus the 
1,400! Now it looks (from two metres 
away) like something bought at a 
Sotheby auction. The secre t was a little 
work - more like fun - a lot of imag
ination , and the pleasure of having 
made something beautiful out of a 
brown box with legs. 

The piece had been constructed as 
cheaply as possible, probably why it 
had been discarded rather than 
painted , but the lines were good and 
the general condition not bad. There 
were small cracks and chips on the 
top, marring the surface but, since it 
was hardly an heirloom , there was no 
point in spending days with wood filler , 
sandpaper and polish - especially be
cause it was to be painted anyway. 

The solution was to carefully cover 
the top with contact paper. E very im
perfection became instantly invisible 
and a perfect surface awaited the paint
brush. The entire sideboard was the n 
painted black, twice one hour's work. 
So that this soon-to-be masterwork 
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putting it all together 

would match its surroundings of black, 
brown and gold , a small amount of 
brown paint mixed with red to achieve 
a rust color was added to an equal 
amount of clear varnish . 

Another solution using varnish with 
gold (bronze) powder was mixed. 
These paints were then applied all over 
the piece with small sponges, some
times overlapping the two, and the 
piece was than allowed to dry for two 
days. 

All this was in preparation for the 
decoupage that was to fo llow - in this 
instance a cut-up calendar of ancient 
G reek pottery whose colors were a 
perfect foil for the painted back
ground . For this type of decoration, 
any theme may be used and this is a 
perfect way to express a special in
terest. 

Cut-outs fJ·om magazines or of thin 
paper with printing on the reverse side 
should be coated on both sides with 
a solution of half varnish and thinner. 

The various illustrations of vases 
and shards were cut out fo llowing their 
shapes and fitted to cover the 
sideboard and inside the doors. They 
should be overlapped as part of the 
design . O nce a clear idea of the overall 

· design is planned, brush on wallpaper 
paste (Giutotin is excellent, and avail
able wherever paints are sold) , and 
place in position by sticking them on 
in the center only. Then, using a towel, 
carefully press on from the center out
wards. Have a damp cloth ready to 
wipe off any paste oozing from the 
edges . 

When the appliques are dry, var
nish them. The entire surface should 
then be varnished two or three times , 
allowing for thorough drying between 
coats. A fine piece of furniture should 
be varnished eight or nine times. It is 
easy to make matching bookends at 
the same time by using metal sheets 
cut to size which can be bought in 
Monastiraki. 

The art of mixing· oils and varnish 
was first used by the Van Eyck 
brothers of Flanders in the 14th-15th 
centuries. They achieved a remarkable 
clarity of color which led to the first 
real work in portraiture . You , too, 
can experiment and turn out your own 
masterpieces. o 
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.. art 

Cherubs on horseback 

Christos Antonarqpoulos' new 
work on show at Titanium Gallery is 
less fierce and aggressive that his ear
lier oils , more expressive of inner con
tentment. Still depicting horses and the 
female figure , the violent clash of man 
and nature is now greatly tempered. 

The paintings have a dreamlike 
quality, and narrate fantasies or fairy 
tales. The female , the temptress of 
earlier works, has the saintly features 
of an angel or of a shepherdess here, 
while the docile horses are ridden . by 
robust cherubs. A grey color scale is 
dominant and the thin layers of paint 
recall the pallor of Renaissance fres
coes. 

In several pamtmgs, Antonar
opoulos explores the possibilities of the 
scale of white, the many different tona
lities achieved by the play of light. The 
space he creates is the stark white of a 
hospital or the bright, humid glare of 
an enamelled bath. In the· former , a 
woman lies on a white , cloth-covered 
table wrapped in surgical dressings; in 
the latter , a naked child crouches in 
front of a toilet on a tile floor. The 
whites are as vivid and commanding as 
brilliant color. 

A 'History of Art' also runs through 
these paintings as Antonaropoulos 
combines elements from various 
periods. He believes there should al
ways be something for everyone to 
understand and enjoy. The faint black 
and white tiles recall Flemish interiors, 
the child resembles a Baroque cherub, 
the dripping paint alludes to the gestu
ra! expression of action painting. 

This play of different styles - Re
naissance, Baroque, Abstract, even 
Byzantine - is also quite evident in a 
beautiful six-panel mural, 6 X 3 metres 
wide , titled "I would like to live a little 
longer after my death". It depicts the 
artist, dreaming of his own death , sur
rounded by beloved images: the sorrow 
becomes a feast of ecstasy and frenzied 
motion. 

Most interesting are the artist's pen 
and ink drawings that result from ·spill
ed coffee. Following the spread of the 
stain , Antonaropoulos creates whimsic
al drawings of animaVhuman creatures. 
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Two panels by Christos Antonaropoulos, oil 

He frequently amuses himself during 
. moments of leisure with this exercise of 
fantasy and composition. 

Titanium Gallery 
Vas. Constantinou 44 

Oct 23 - Nov 10 
Tel 721-1865 

Echoes of V ermeer 
The everyday reality of small town 

life is conveyed in the acrylic and tem
pera paintings of Anghelos Razis. Pre
senting his theme through the innova
tive representation of interior and ex
terior space, Razis weaves a veil of 
silence and loneliness - an atmosphere 
common to many village communities. 
It envelopes figures , a stark stillness 
freezing thought and emotion, and iso
lates objects in a playful dialogue with 
light. 

Razis' doors open onto rooms; his 
windows draw in the sea or landscape, 
creating a harmony of contrasting views 
and independent compositions, all 
within the same painting. Focusing on 
the local cafe or on a simple country 
room, he emphasizes the sense of bore
dom and of solitude. 

In one cafe scene, Razis portrays a 
lone figure sitting in stony silence star
ing out at the seascape, his red vest 
made radiant by the brilliant light 
creeping in the windows. On another 
canvas, he creates the same mood of 
utter immobility, but, dramatically , 
with a brilliant ray of light piercing the 
cafe's velvety shadows, . traces the 
vague outline of two silhouettes in con
versation. And while the foreground is 
locked in a cloak of darkness, the back
ground radiates through the windows 
the serenity of a beautiful sea view. 

Cafe, egg tempera, Razis 

The private interiors are striking for 
their moving simplicity and arrange
ment of space - uncluttered areas rich 
in their variety of shape and pattern. 
One room depicts a beautiful pale 
violet ceramic on a patterned tablecloth 
flashing orange accents; a half-opened 
door reveals an adjoining room with a 
lovely 'still-life' of beer bottles and 
mugs lining a wall shelf. The austerity 
of the compositions adds to Razis' 
overall statement of isolation. 

Many paintings in addition to the 
double room grouping present the play 
of interior and exterior views through 
open windows. This theme is constant 
but repetition is avoided by an inter
play of alternating patterns, tonalities, 
and the luminous light that enriches the 
objects it pursues. 

The interiors recall those of Ver
meer in their formality and, in one 
painting, Razis pays homage to the 
artist in a Vermeer-style composition in 
which a richly patterned brocade cur-
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·. · by Mary Machas 

Lydia Sarris' stone and enamel tesserae 

tain shadows a miniature duplicate of 
one of his paintings. 

Razis , born in Thessaloniki , studied 
at the School of Fine Arts in Athens 
and has lived for many years in Troyes, 
France. He has had numerous one-man 
shows both here and abroad. 

A thens A rt Gallery 
Glykonos 4, Kolonaki 

Because of the uncertainty about exhib.i
tion dates at press-time, please call the 
gallery in early October. Tel. : 721-3938. 

Faceted faces 

"Of hammered gold and gold 
enamelling .. . " W .B. Yeats' descriptive 
lines are aptly reflected in the remark
able mosaics of Lydia Sarris, now 
showing at Argo Gallery. The inlaid 
compositions of polished stone and 
gilded texture scintillate: resplendent 
landscapes filled by a host of decorative 
motifs, and tragic figures influenced by 
Byzantine iconography. 

Sarris employs the shades of a cos
mic rainbow of enamelled glass from 
Murano , many coated with gold leaf, 
and marble from Greece in delicate 
shades of muted pink, grey, ochre, and , 
of course, sparkling white. The natural 
stones temper the radiance of the vivid 
glossy enameL 

T he tiny 'tesserae' are set upside 
down on paper or on sheer cloth , and 
are frequently moistened to check the 
color harmonies. They result in ex
pressive scenes combining the earthly 
and the spiritual. 

The richness of the artist's style is 
best expressed in her large-scale mosaic 
work, panels full of lively detail : lu
scious landscapes, reclining nudes, 
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birds, animals, small lakes, a village, 
burning smokestacks, figures in the fet
al position denoting perhaps innocence 
or a fear of the world . 

There is often a white river winding 
its way upward in agitated motion 
through mazes of color ; or , more often, 
a dramatic visage crowned in gold 
watching from above this shimmering 
spectacle like God or a Byzantine 
angel. 

Especially attractive are the mosaics 
of figures . Modelled in earth colors, the 
facial features are highlighted by the 
natural stones and are most expressive 
of human emotion. A sweep of gold 
both binds and separates them into 
groups. Interesting also are several 
mosaics in the form of fragments recall
ing archi tectural elements. 

Sarris, who also studied painting 
with Yiannis Moral is, has been exhibit
ing continuously since·1967, participat
ing both in group and in her own 
one-woman shows. The current exhibi
tion is dedicated to the memory of her 
instructor , Elly Voila-Laskari, the firs t 
woman professor at the School of Fine 
Arts, and the first to introduce the art 
of the mosaic to contemporary Greece. 

Argo Gallery 
Merlin 8, Kolonaki 

21 Sept - 10 Oct 
Tel.: 362-2662 

On the edge 
A gifted young artist is making her 

first solo appearance this fall at Nees 
Morphes Gallery. E lly Kelemendri , a 
recent graduate of the School of Fine 

. Arts, describes in her paintings strange 
iandscapes of organic shapes existing 
on the very edge of the universe . 

Kelemendri evokes realistic imag-

ery in an abstract manner by her 
idiosyncratic staging of a child's fa iry 
tale or a science-fiction fantasy. The 
'stage' is densely populated by a rich 
variety of shapes that could be space 
ships, or houses , or even cone heads on 
stilts ready to be dislodged, ready to 
float away like meteors. Perched on the 
tip of the planet, they create the illu
sion of great height, as though standing 
on tip-toe to look over the edge. 

The meaning of these configura
tions, if any, is cryptic, yet they are 
very expressive and seem to have souls 
of their own. The swaying motion of a 
group of slim, elongated forms stretch
ing upwards lends them an anthropo
morphic flavor. The sense of mystery is 
enhanced by the artist's dark palette -
black, grey , blue and white tonalities 
producing an eerie atmosphere of night 
and moonlight. 

Falling from various directions, the 
light varies for sky and landscape. It 
augments the impression of infinite 
space, of eternal night, and strengthens 
the feeling of serenity. 

Small studies depict the same 
themes in mixed media and stronger 
color. Most striking are the white 
shapes floating on the earth's surface, 
casting mysterious shadows: are they 
dancing, playing or wailing? These are 
amorphous shapes, true , but they ex
ude a spiritual essence. o 

Landscape, Plastic Paint, Kelemendri 

Nees Morphes Gallery 
Valaoritou 9, Syntagma 

10 - 20 October 
Tel.: 361-6165 
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I cinema 

John Cassavetes: 
master of poetic confusion 
"I get a lump in my throat every time I see her. She tries everything and she 
doesn 't care how ridiculous and pathetic it is. The point is that she tried. She 
fought for it, tied herself in knots. She wouldn't give up. And isn't it better to 
fight to realize your fantasies, to fight and to lose, than to gripe and pine away in 
silence?" 

John Cassavetes talking about Florence in Faces 

John Cassavetes' observations about 
Florence also describe his own life. 

A man who received only marginal 
mainstream critical and commercial 
atten tion over the course of his career 
as a director , which yielded J 1 films 
over 25 years, he never gave up. After 
a brief flirtation with the big studio 
system, via a multi-picture contract 
with Paramount in the early 1960s, 
Cassavetes developed his reputation as 
the consummate outsider and served as 
a role model for two generations of 
independent fi lmmakers. 

Cassavetes had a unique vision of 
the world , one that translated onto 
celluloid in a way that unsettled audi
ences, often sharply dividing them be
tween admirers an.d detractors. He 
minimalized plot, concentrating instead 
on the interaction between his charac
ters, typically confused souls in flux , 
psychologically complex, desperately 
grasping for self-definition. Yet finding 
it brought only momentary peace be
fore other crises overtook them and 

John Cassavetes, director 

they resumed their existential struggle. 
Cassavetes represented the tough 

nonconformist, a romantic image Hol
lywood cherishes on the screen but 
doesn't necessarily reward in real life. 
Although considered a revolutionary, 

"A Woman Under the Influence": Rowlands, Cassavetes, and Falk 
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outside the pale, he survived without 
much support by the old-fashioned 
means of creating an extended 'family ' 
of eo-workers; forming a repertory 
group with actorsBen Gazzani, Peter 
Falk , Seymour Cassel and, of course, 
his wife, actress Gena Rowlands. 

Despite his lone wolf leanings, he 
fo und strength throughout his life as a 
result of his intense communication 
with others. At a Directors' Guild 
Memorial for Cassavetes in March , 
friends and colleagues commented on 
his personal style and ethics. A com
mon thread which ran through their 
warm and sometimes eloquent com
mentary was that Cassavetes was simul
taneously brutally demanding and self
lessly generous. To Cassavetes, the 
worst thing imaginable in life was to cut 
one's ties with others; to be afloat 
without a support system. 

;Born in New York City in 1929, he 
wa~ the son of a Greek-born business
m.~n. He became interested in acting 
while studying English at Colgate, stu
died acting at the American Academy 
of Dramatic Arts and began working in 
a sto.ck company. He became known as 
a compelling character actor, making 
frequent television appearances and · 
playing supporting roles m films 
through the 1950s. 

. He used his savings from starring 
roles in the television series Staccato to 
finance his first feature film, Shadows 
(1958-1959), a drama about the love 
affair between a young black woman 
and a white man . Filmed over a two 
year period , it became an art house 
sensation in Europe and the US and 
won the Critics' Award at the Venice 
Film Festival. 

Based on this success, Cassavetes 
was hired by Paramount in 1961 for a 
multi-picture contract which fizzled out 
after the failure of Too Late Blues, his 
first feature for the studio. Stanley 
Kramer hired him to direct A Child is 
Waiting, a drama about retarded chil
dren starring Judy Garland, Burt Lan
caster and Gena Rowlands. Cassavetes 
did not approve of the final editing 
done by someone else, which lent a 
sentimental flavor to the film. Disillu
sioned by his experience with big stu
dios, he vowed to remain working on 
independent films. 
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In the early and mid-1960s, he re
turned to acting in television series and 
films , winning an Academy Award 
nomination for his supporting role in 
The Dirty Dozen and critical acclaim 
playing Mia Farrow's husband in Ro
man Polanski's chilling thriller Rosem
ary's Baby. 

During this period , he spent several 
years shooting and editing his magnum 
opus, Faces (1968) , a black-and-white 
16 mm movie , later blown up to 35 mm , 
starring Lynn Carlin, Gena Rowlands 
and Seymour Cassel. The harrowing 
examination of the break-up of a mar
riage captured five awards at the 
Venice Film Festival and was also a 
commer.ical success. Cassavetes was 
nominated for an Academy Award for 
the screenplay. 

In 1970, Cassavetes directed himself 
in Husbands, eo-starring Peter Falk 
and Ben Gazzara. He was criticized in 
some quarters for being self-indulgent: 
the film's free form and improvisational 
quality, which became his trademark , 
made his later fi lms difficult to distri-

. bute . Actually, all of Cassavetes' 
movies , except for Shadows , were care
fu lly scripted and thought out. As Ben 
G azzara commented, "Of course we 
had a script; it's a ll mystique that John 
improvised everything . Not at al l. 
Actually, we rehearsed. Rehearsal in 
John's films was to create the impress
ion that it was happening for the first 
time." 

In many ways Cassavetes was dedi
cated to the moment , the Stanislavs
kian concept of c~pturing the exact 
essence in the interaction between two 
characters. This was made possible 
through a cinema verite style characte
rized by a hand-held camera, jumpy in 

close quarters, or a fixed c~mera, which 
captured asymmetrical frames, figures 
gliding in and out or sometimes 
crowded together. 

He didn't adhere to the preferential 
close-ups favored by the 'star system' 

but utilized a more democratic 
approach: the moment to moment real

ity contributed to the emotional truth 
gleaned from unexpected actions and 
plot developments. 

In 1971 , Cassavetes briefly returned 
to a big studio , shooting the off-beat 
comic romance Minnie and Moskowitz 
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for Universal. It gained a cult fo llowing 

but was a box office failure. 
The zenith of Cassavetes' career 

came in 1974 with the release of 
Woman Under the Influence, starring 
Gena Rowlands and Peter Falk as a 
couple grappling with the woman's 
mental problems. The fi lm scored at 
the box office and Cassavetes was 
nominated for another Oscar for best 
director, making him one of the few 
filmmakers to receive nominations for 
acting, writing, and directing. 

Cassavetes continued to act , and 

by B. Samantha Stenzel 

ill during the last years of his life , he 
was reported to have been working on 
several projects in 1988. 

His most memorable fi lms, includ
ing Faces and A Woman Under The 
Influence, star his remarkable wife 
Gena Rowlands. Cassavetes saw Row
lands in a play in 1954, went backstage, 
asked her out, and after a whirlwind 
courtship they were married fo ur 
months later. The stunning, statuesque 
actress might have been relegated to 
sex goddess roles had Cassavetes not 
perceived her complex , delicately ex-

Ben Gazzara, Gena Rowlands and Cassavetes: "Opening Night" 

directed and wrote two more fi lms, 
Confessions of a Chinese Bookie (1976) 
and Opening Night (1977) , both prized 
by film buffs but signifying the end of 
his career an an independent fi lmmak
er. The gangster drama Confessions of 
a Chinese Bookie got only scattered 
bookings and Opening Night , the 
adaptation of a play about an insecure 
theatre star , played by Rowlands, was 
shelved by Cassavetes after its initia l 
screenings . 

Cassavetes made the warmhearted 
thriller Gloria, about a gangster moll 
(Rowlands) and an orphaned boy on 
the lam, in 1980 for Columbia. After 
acting in several fi lms, including Paul 

Mazursky~s Tempest, shot in Greece, 
Cassavetes directed Love Streams in 
1983 for Cannon. Cassavetes' fin al 
filmmaking credit. was the 1986 Col-

. . umbia release of the film Big Trouble, 
whose director was replaced in mid
production . The lifeless drama bombed 
completely. A lthough Cassavetes was 

pressive talent. The characters she 
plays in Cassavetes' movies are power
fu l, although often crazed and erotic, in 
a fashion that stems as much from their 
mult i-faceted personalities as it does 
from their voluptuous appearance. 

Cassavetes' legacy is best summed. 
up by Myron Meisel in American Film: 
"He reminded us that dreams are 
dreams, lest they delude, then freed us 
to believe them. If movies are to mean 
anything, it begins with that message: 
know yourself and don't be afraid ." 

Cassavetes summarized his 
approach to filmmaking in his own 
typically concise way: "I like to act in 
fi lms ; I like to shoot 'em; I li ke to direct 
'em; I like to be around them .. I like the 
feel of it and it's something I respect. It 
doesn't make any difference whether 
it's a crappy fi lm or a good fi lm. Any
one who can make a film I already love. 
But I feel sorry if they don't put any 

thoughts in it because then they missed 
the boat. " o 
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Christos Markopoulos: 
Executive Chef at the Grande Bretagne 

'\"X Jhite-coated and toqued Christos 
V V Markopoulos stands in the ball

room of the Grande B.retagne, his mas
sive shoulders creating a wall between 
the visitor and the gilt mirrors behind 
him . Everything abo ut him appears so
lid , stable: hefty physique, steady gaze 
from dark eyes, serious demeanor. In a 
black robe he might be taken for a 
judge; in a red plaid hunting jacket, a 
hunter pursuing his favorite game. 

lt is noon on a Friday. The elegant 
room , the setting of gala receptions and 
catered dinners, is deserted. No tables 
are set, a sign of the waning lunchtime 
tour groups that once filled the Grande 
Bretagne when the American tourist 
boom was at its peak. The stillness 
contrasts sharply with the lively chatter 
of diners in the maroon leather ban
quettes ordering lunch in the GB Cor
ner, the popular celebrity and tourist 
eating spot and watering hole adjoining 
the hotel's lobby. 

"Ka/imera! " Christos Markopoulos' 
greeting breaks through the silence like 
a resonant hunting call. He turns and 
leads the way through a swingi ng door 
into the kitchens. 

''These are our cava, the hasapiko 
(meat center) , pastry aces, cold dish 
experts, the central kitchen, the skar
adides (grilling specialists), and boufet

zides (buffet masters) ," he says in a 

quiet but sonorous voice. Moving 
steadily through the brightl y lit and airy 
centers, explaining their functions , he 
offers the visitor a chair near the huge 
butcher's block in the hasapiko. He 
then perches himself on another chair. 

Chefs bound in and out for supplies 
from the refrigerators lining the oppo
site wall but activity is hardly fre netic. 
The executive chef explains the quiet. 
"We have another kitchen in the hotel 
basement that serves the GB Corner. " 

Markopoulos speaks entirely in 
Greek, describing the cooking opera
tions, his ca ree r and aspects of the 
cuisine that have changed in the 27 
yea rs he has been a chef. He joined the 
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hotel team l6 years ago and was 
appointed executive chef in 1982. 

"We have a staff of 70 of which 30 
are chefs," he says. "We have always 
had women on the· staff," he adds, 
" including one of our pastry chefs. The 
other women assist in the kitchen." 

To describe how the cuisine has 
· become simpler during the · last ten 
years, he chose a wonderfully graphic 
Greek verb that loses in translation -
aplopoieitai . By cuisine he obviously 
means French, the strongest influence 
at the hotel, as well as Greek and other 
styles of cooking. "People want a much 
lighter cuisine- fis h rather than meats, 
for example." 

At the GB Corner, headings are all 
printed in French - Les Potages, Les 
Oeufs et Pates , Les Poissons, Les Spe
cialites Greques - as are the dish names 
on one side of the a la carte menu , with 
Greek on the other side. But under the 
French dish titles, such as Synagride 
Grillee Belvedere and Crevettes Gril
lees "Platamonas", the descriptions are 
printed in English. Hellenic specialties 
include moussaka, Aegean Shrimp 
Tsoukalaki, lamb with pilaf, souvlaki , 
and Soupa Avgolemono (listed as Pot
age a la Grecque) . While not included 
on the ·Summer menu , game is a high
light of the decor: the mellowed woods 
and plaid rug of a hunting lodge. Two 
speckled quail, Hellenic favorites since 
ancient times, are featured on the 
menu logo. 

"We fo llow zytisis (demand)," the 
chef says. ''Pitas (spanakopita, tyropi
ta) are too expensive and do not do 
well. Also, business has suffe red due to 
the declining number of American 
tourists who liked to return from sight
seeing tours for lunch at the hotel. " 

Chef Markopoulos' career was laun
ched by chance. One of nine children in 
a large fa mily, he was born in 1946 in a 
village near Souli , Epirus. He cannot 
remember any childhood desire to 
cook. 

" f needed a job," he said , "and I 

found a cook's job. 1 went to chefs' 
school later while I was work ing." As in 
a marriage of convenience where love 
deepens with time, his feeling for food 
and cookery developed on the job. 
Married and the father of a school-aged 
son and daughter, he loves to hunt "all 
kinds of game". 

The hunter-chef easi ly selects a 
favorite game dish. He offers his recipe 
for succulent , aromatic Lagos Stifado, 
marinated for two days in red wine and 
myriad seasonings. 

He becomes talkative as the inter
view ends , advising cooks at home: 
"Make and eat more salads - simple 
ones li ke cucumber, tomato , leafy 
greens , zucchini , and mixed salads li ke 
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.;::~ by Vilma Liacouras Chantiles 

the Ni<;oise and Horiatiki. People need 
to know themselves. Avoid heavy fried 
foods . Broil fish and meats instead." 
Yassou! 

Lagos Stifado a la Chef Marko
poulos 

(Spicy Jugged Hare with Onions) 

Lagos (hare) - roasted or jugged -

is a very ancient dish in Greece. The 
earliest recipe was written by maste r
chef Archestnitos, called "that Daeda

lus of cookery", in the fifth century 
B .C. The word "stifado" (probably 

from the Italian stufato , meaning a 
stew, is actually a braised jugged dish 

with the most enticing blend of aroma
tics in Greek cuisine , one of the rare 
dishes suff!Jsed with the power of many 
spices. Stifado with onions is also po.pu

lar with veal or rabbit, but hare is the 
choice of cooks . To supplement the 

menu with this dish, the chef suggests a 
·fresh green salad climaxed by fres h 

apples, grapes or a sweet dessert. 

3 kilos (6.6 Ibs) Iagos (hare), cleaned 
and segmented 
Marinade: dry red wine, corn or olive 
oil, finely cut onion, finely cut carrots, 
finely cut celery (without leaves), whole 
allspice, bay leaves. 
2 kilos (4.4 lbs) small white or yellow 
onions (see chef's tips below) 
Corn or other vegetable oil 
Bouquet garni: fresh rosemary sprigs, 2 
bay leaves, "a little" whole allspice and 

whole clove, 1 small cinnamon sticl• 
3 T vinegar 
1 C dry white wine 
l kilo (2.1) fresh tomatoes, seeded, 
peeled, chopped and half-cooked separ
ately 
Salt and freshly ground pepper 

Wash and dry the hare. In a large 

non-metallic bowl or crock, pour ample 
red wine for the marinade . Add about 
1/4 cup o il , the onion , carrots, celery, 
a llspice a nd bay leaves. Dip the hare 

into the mixture . Cover the bowl or 
crock and refrigerate for two days. 

When ready to cook, drain the hare 

over a bowl and save the marinade. 
Reserve the marinated vegetables 

separate ly. Heat a thin layer of oil in a 
ski llet and saute the hare on all sides. 

Place hare in a large casserole. In the 
same skil let, saute the drained veget

ables ahd then puree them in a mill or 
blender and add to the casserole . 

Meanwhile, peel the onions and 
leave whole , as advised in the Chef's 

Tips. Saute the onions until golden on 
all sides. Add them to the casserole . 

Pour the vinegar and white wine over 
the hare and onions , stir in the toma

toes and reserve marinade . Season 
lightly with salt and pepper. Place the 

bouquet garni , tied in cheesecloth , in 
the middle of the casserole. Cover the 

casserole and bake in a moderate oven 

(350°F/175°C) for 1 112 to 2 hours until 
ha re and onions are tender. Remove 

the bouquet garni . Allow the stifado to 
rest for 1 hour to absorb fl avors before 
se rving. Serve warm. D 

Chefs Tips 

Onions for ~tifado: To leave whole and avoid their falling apart , 
be very careful preparing onions. Cut off only the very ends of the 
stem ends without slicing beyond the outer skin. Peel off and 
discard only the outer skin. Leave the tip ends intact. Don't cut into 
the onion layers and they will stay whole when cooking. 

Bouquet garni: Unlike many chefs who drop the spices directly 
into the sauce, Chef Markopoulos ties them in a small piece of 
cheesecloth - a French touch. His selection: fresh rosemary, bay 
leaves, a cinnamon stick, and whole allspice. 
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RICHARD COVEN, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
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Multilingual 
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Vas. Pavlos 71, Voula Tel . 895-9312 
899-0190 

office hours M-F, 10-2pm & 5-8 pm 
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L Airline Ticketing. 

2. Hotel Bookings. 
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6. Arranged Educational/Cultural Excursions 
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GREECE 
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- photography 

Steal what you want 

Contrary to popular belief, Eugene 
Vanderpool was not born with a 

camera in his hands. His first was pre
sented to him at age 12. A Ferrania 127 
rolled-film camera, it was given to him 
by his archaeologist-father, the late 
Eugene Vanderpool Sr. , on a trip to 
Italy. At 14, he switched to an Agfa 
lsolette 120 rolled-film - another 'snap
shot camera' - and it was at about this 
time that he became interested in the 
stars, doing astrophotography with a 
glass plate camera of unremembered 
make . As a resul t of this in terest, he 
became involved in processing and de
veloping his own films. 

Born in Greece, he was sent to 
school in Switzerland , and abandoned 
photography, if not the stars, for a 
time, taking the art up again whi le in 
the US army in ltaly. He acq ui red a 
Kodak Retinette at the PX in Brindisi 
and , in quick succession , a Canonflex 
RM : he has stayed with the Canon 
system ever since , though he also uses a 
Hasselblad. 

Vanderpool's favo rite lenses are 35 
and 100 mm. "I also like rose wine from 
Pikermi , and Kodak film ," he adds, 
tongue firmly in cheek, as usual. (He is 
now living in Boston, where he can get 
the latter , but not the former.) The 
photographer's close fri end , Dan Gor
ney, says , "Gene seldom speaks to 
anyone, and then it 's about photogra
phy" - or the stars. 

The portfolio here was taken, at 
random, in the 1970s when Vanderpool 
began doing black and whi te printing in 
a cubicle he called the 'Obscure Cham
ber' in his apartment on Spefs ippou 
Street. " It's now a souvlaki joint ca lled 
the 'Donerie'," he says happily. 

The photographer, who studied Ita
li an literature, came to work at the 
Ancient Agora as staff photographer in 
1970, and it was here that he learned to 
print with Nikos Restakis, whose only 
instruction was , "I'm not going to teach 
you anything, but you can steal what 
you want. " It was the method by which 
Restakis himself had learned . The 
Promethean way seems effective if we 
are to judge by these sti lls from the 
camera obscura. 0 
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The photography of Eugene Vanderpool 
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Left: Round peg 
in a square hole. Above: Naxos. Below: 
The Stoa of A ttalos. Right: Bicycles. 
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11 books 

Back from the brink, Gaia 

Gaia, The Human Journey from Chaos 
to Cosmos, by Elizabeth Sahtouris. 
Simon and Scbuster, Inc. New York, 
1989, 252 pp. 

G aia, in ancient Greek mythology, 
was the name of the Earth god

dess and also an early name for our 
planet.. It is now the name of a scien
tific concept , the Gaia hypothesis, re
cently e levated to the status of theory, 
first formulated by James Lovelock 
and Lyn Margulis. The Gaia theory 
holds that our planet and its creatures 

. constitute a single , self-regulating sys
tem that is in fact a great Living being 
or organism. E lisabet Sahtouris, writ
ing pellucidly, puts forward a 
philosophical world view which is 
based on this live earth theory. 

The reader is invited to follow the 
creation myth of Gaia's dance as she 
swirls through the mists of the black 
nothingness called Chaos by the an
cient Greeks to form Cosmos; as ·pro
togalaxies, whirling white spirals -
Gaia 's veils - transform themselves 
into galaxies, and solar systems . 

emerge. Sahtouris takes us through 
our cosmic beginnings with the Big 
Bang to the formation of the nascent 
Earth. The account is lyrical and phan
tasmagoric, perhaps because Sahtouris 
originally intended Gaia as a children's 
book. 

Even as a scientific treatise , it loses 
none of its· childlike innocence in de
scribing macro and microcosmic pro
cesses. Sahtouris is powerfully persua
sive in arguing for the concept of a 
live Earth in contrast to an Earth with 
life upon it. But she has grander ob
jectives in mind than merely establish
ing the Gaia thesis. Not only a scien
tist , but an ecophilosopher, she raises 
probing questions about humanity's 
role in a living system. She concludes 
with a prescription for an ecological 
ethic which is based on a new way of 
looking at our world. 

In this task she is confronted with 
the challenge of overturning the "offi
cial doctrine", as it were, of neo-D ar
winism. This is done on two levels, 
the scientific and the philosophical. 
On the scientific level, she marshals 
evidence from biology, physics, 
chemistry and geology. She is engaged 
in a fiery ongoing debate which it is 
too early to adjudicate and which will 
rage for some time to come in scientific 
circles. On the p~l<?§.<_>..P-~i!)eyel , :-h6w~ 
ever , she makes:soriie-·&vastaf1ng ar
guments ·against the mechanical world 
view of her opponents. These warrant 
scrutiny. 

Sabtouris tightly notes that the con
cepts of "organism" and "mechanism" 
contradict one another logically. The 
concept of life, as a self-producing and . 
self-renewing living system , is not log
ically consistent · with the · concept of 
mechanism. Living systems are self
producing and self-maintaining, con
stantly changing or renewing them
selves in order to stay the same. Our 
bodies renew most of their cells every 
seven years for example. No 
mechanism has ever done this because 

a mechanism is not self-ruled but 
other-ruled - produced and repaired 
(or programmed for repair) from the 
outside. A mechanism cannot change 
itself according to its own rules and 
yet scientists have persisted in explain
ing life in mechanical terms. 

No machine, however, would ever 
have existed without a designer and 
builder, not even the automatic 
machines that seem most independent 
of us. As Sahtouris states: "Science 
fiction writers may imagine worlds run 
by self-designed and self-reproducing 
machines, but machines will never 
exist without human creatures and 
users somewhere in the background. " 
Sahtouris argues that the idea that 
computer-run robots could come alive 
on their own is part of the misun
derstanding even scientists have of 
mechanism. "Those who believe," she 
tells us, "that life evolved by accident 
in a mechanical universe , on a non-liv
ing planet, can also believe in accidents 
that will make robots come alive. " But 
the fundamental distinctions between 
living organisms and machines sho~ 
us why this will never be so. 

Living organisms or systems remain 
functional only through continual 
change, whereas mechanisms temain 
functional only if they do not change. 
Living organisms are ·self-produced 
and self-ruled , whereas mechanisms 
are other-produced and other~ruled7 
The "others" are humans, or human
programmed ~obots V::.hi2h make other 

. robots. i t is a logical impossibility for . 
a robot to make itself by its own rules. 

Modern science derived the 
mechanical world vie.w from D escartes 
who un<:lerstood the mechanism of na
ture as God's creation - an engineered 
extension of God's power. By the time 
of Darwin, however , scientists bad de
cided to expfain nature as a self-e
volving mechanism without any creator 
- a contridiction in terms. Thus, scien
tists .have been comparing "natural 
mechanisms"- which are taken to exist 
without purpose or design - with man
made mechanisms that do exist on pur
pose and by design, and which cannot 
ex:ist without creator.s to design them . 
for their purposes. 

THE. ATHENIAN OCTOBER 1989 



By dropping God from their expla
nations of nature, scientists failed to 
see that they were dropping the very 
essence of life from their world view. 
They are only now coming to realize 
that nature must be far more than 
mere mechanism , that it has a creative 
aspect no machinery can have. It is 
the self-creative aspect of nature that 
none of our mechanical models of the 
universe can account for. 

Sahtouris points our that there is 
nothing wrong with using our 
mechanisms as models of nature so 
long as we remember that they are 
only models and that they can only 
model c;ertain measurable aspects of 
things found in nature. The contradic
tion arises only when the scientists 
confuse the model with the reality they 
are studying. For example, the human 
brain has variously been modelled as 
a plumbing system , a telephone ex
change, a computer , and , most re
cently , as a holographic camera and 
projector. 

The mistake mechanists make is 
that they believe the brain is a compli
cated computer say, but just a bit more 
sophisticated than present man-made 
ones, rather than recognizing that com
puters are simply useful models of cer
tain limited things brains do. The point 
is , Sahtouris argues, not that we must 
abandon our mechanical models , in
deed the contrary, but we must keep 
our minds open and recognize that 
nature is far more than mechanism. 
Let us not mistake our present models 
of nature for nature itself, else we 
impede scientific progress . Scientists 
are now beginning to understand the 
universe as "alive and ever-changing, 
as a creative dance of life" . 

Another aspect of Gaia theory that 
is in conflict with Darwinism is the 
notion of nature as competitive, as red 
in tooth and claw. Gaia theory reveals 
many underlying manifestations of 
cooperation in nature which seem even 
more fundamental than the competi
tive aspect . Sahtouris focuses on the 
harmful ideology of "Social Dar
winism" that grew out of the "survival 
of the fittest" doctrine. She argues that 
in refuting Darwinism , Gaia theory 
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accordingly refutes Social D arwinism 
as well. She concludes her theses with 
a humane and noble vision of ecolog

ical ethics. 
To this reviewer there is a 

philosophical difficulty which arises at 
this juncture . If one assumes , for the 
sake of argument, that Gaia theory is 
correct, do Sahtouris' ethical prescrip
tions follow logically or pragmatically? 
If she views them as deduced logically 
from Gaia theory , she commits the 
" is-ought" fallacy in ethics which holds 
that one cannot derive normative 
statements from statements of fact , 
that prescriptive statements do not fol
low from descriptive statements , that 
one cannot derive an "ought" from an 
"is". We cannot argue from nature to 

morals! 
This is the very mistake the Social 

D arwinists committed. Social Dar
winism was rejected on e thical grounds 
quite independe ntly of its putative 
gro unding in what was taken to be the 
state of nature . Whether nature is 
malign or benign, it has no bearing 
on the moral life of man. It will be 
an interesting and significant revela
tion that D arwinism is incorrect about 
competition in nature , if this proves 
to be the case, but it has no bearing 
on whether people or societies ought 
to be engaged in ruthless competition. 

Likewise, when Sahtouris fo llows 
Alvin Toffler in bewailing the manner 
in which the industrial societies exploit 
Third World socie ties for their raw 
materials, she points out that such 
exploitation is contrary to the ways of 
Gaia , that nature is not unethical. But, 
surely, whether it is, or it is not , it 
can certainly be argued on pragmatic 
grounds that such practices are im
moral. These sorts of moral prescrip
tions can be viewed as rational prop
osals put before rational persons. 

Nonetheless, Sahtouris' moral pre
scriptions are such that they exalt the 
human conditio n and make it possible 
for us to rescue ourselves from the 
brink of the abyss and create a better 

. world. Nothing less is at . stake than 
our very survival. If we attend to 
Sahtouris' prescriptions, we may find 
that path to a better cosmos for us all. 

!
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11 music 

The Skalkottas Summer: 
mostly fair with scattered 
showers 
F ormed in Holland in 1981 by pianist 

Geoffrey Douglas Madge , the 
Xenakis Ensemble concentrates its 
efforts on contemporary music, parti
cularly the works of Yiannis Xenakis 
and his disciples. In two long concerts 
dedicated to the most famous modern 
Greek composer, Nikos Skalkottas , 
who died just 40 years ago, the group 
was conducted by Diego Masson with 
Madge as soloist. 

Octuor (Octet), composed in 1977 
by Bernard Mache (b 1935), is struc
tured contrapuntally and aims at the 
reproduction of the origins of sound 
'construction' . Musical · 'space' is re
duced to its thinnest components, de
velops in both the variety of sound and 
its volume, and is, simultaneously, 
counterexposed in counterpoint. The 
effect and structure of such works is 
interesting for the initiated and so is the 
effect, but for the general public and 
even for serious lovers of much music, 
it is not. 

The Xenakis work Jalons (Tones, 
1986) was rightly placed beside Mas
son's, for their purpose is the same. His 
friends and followers consider Xenakis 
a sort of Messiah of music; his enemies 
say he is simply a charlatan. H ere he 
experiments with 'archegonous' 
elementary noises like the creation of 
sound out of nothing. Given the nature 
of such a work , the listener must decide 
for himself where this is an encounter 
with the birth of sound (a messianic 
conception, indeed!) or a trial on the 
survival of boredom (should it, perch
ance, be very different). 

The main course on this ultra
nouvelle cuisine menu was certainly 
Nikos Skalkottas' Piano Concert No. 3, 
his longest work and, according t.o Wai
ter Goehr, his "most advanced and 
original". Scored for piano and · ten 
wind instruments , the concerto is tia:sed 
on a grouping of eight independent 
12-tone series in accordance with Skal
kottas' very personal system. Though it 
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differs considerably from that of his 
teacher Schonberg it is, to say the least, 
equally vigorous as musicologist 
Papaioannou points out in his notes on 
the program. 

Indeed, the work is amazingly bril
liant. The firmness of its structure; the 
·long and perfectly controlled exposi
tion, development and restatement of 
themes; the unbelievable contrapuntal 

Nikos Skalkottas 

skill are all there with the piano, in 
turn, as the pioneer of musical ideas, 
the commentator and reminder, but 
always the necessary link and integral 
part of the musical material. 

Of course it's futile to indulge in 
such thoughts, but I couldn't help 
wondering as I listened to this concerto 
what a place such a 'natural' musician , 
one with such infallible technique , 
could have occupied in the 20th cen
tury's standard repertoire had he not 
fallen under the fatal spell of the School 
of Vienna and its essential academic- 0 

ism. One must be thankful , however , 
for Madge's prodigious and solid per
formance . 

The second evening's performance 
appeared to be designed to exterminate 
whatever tiny segments of audience 
which remained in Athens during the 
hot season and had any interest in 
contemporary music. The program 
contained no less than nine works, 
starting with John Cage's Music for ... 
This deliberately ambiguous title amu
singly allows for several liberties of 
interpretation. On this occasion the 
placing of musicians at various dis
tances from one another in the 
Odeion's Imperial Roman space was to 
good effect. 

Giacinto Scelsi Kya (1959) which 
followed emanated a sense of the mys
tic which it seems the composer, who 
died last year, was. Then came Panca
boma a piano conerto by Wim Laman 
with Madge as soloist. Itsoalmost sense
less explorations of sound are a 
thousand times heard in contemporary 
concerts and as often regretted. 

Of four works of Skalkottas pre
sented, the first was Octet, an early 
work (1931) written just after complet
ing his studies with Schonberg but hav
ing more affinity with the style of Stra
vinsky. Scored for four woodwind in
struments and a string quartet it is, 
Papaionnou notes, "a witty, graceful 
piece, profoundly expressive in its sim
plicity, its translucent chromaticism, its 
well-proportioned structure." 

There followed the brief Quartet 
No. 1 for piano and woodwind instru
ments in two parts , a Concertino for 
trumpet and piano and the Quartet No. 
2, again for piano and woodwinds, all 
written in 1943. Exuberantly played by 
the ensemble and with Madge as soloist 
in each case, they were the evening's 
refreshing touch: short, concrete, well: 
structured works with amazingly fine 
counterpoint, and a musical language 
freed from the hindering constraints of 
12-tone music. 

The program concluded with yet 
two more Xenakis works, Waarg (1987) 
and Thallein (1984), both .written in. his 

0 more usual and, really, more advanced 
style of well-defined and orderly chaos. 
In its clearly written form, the latter 
was, I thought , amongst the most in-
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teresting Xenakis works that I have · 
ever heard . 

From London, with love 

To music lovers overseas, London 's 
fine Philharmonia Orchestra is best 
known for its countless recordings of 
symphonic and operatic music. On two 
recent occasions here the orchestra was 
conducted by the Greek conductor, 
Nikos Athinaios, a composer of merit 
who is now based in West Germany. 
All the same, one would have liked to 
hear such a leading ensemble led by an 
equally major conductor since such 
happy combinations are few for Athe
nians. The same is true of the soloists. 
Yiannis Vakarelis and violinist Yiannis 
Yiorgiadis are certainly excellent musi
cians but one has other opportunities to 
hear them. Something rare was missing 
here. 

The first program was interesting 
and expansive though not particularly 
daring. And if was certainly a welcome 
change after the rigors of the Xenakis 
Ensemble ! Vaughan William's over
ture, The Wasps, was bri lliantly played ; 
so was Moussorgsky's Night on the Bald 
Mountain , but Rachmaninov's famous 
Piano Concerto No.2 was not what I 
hoped for . Vakarelis' temperament and' 
technique seemed unequal to the task , 
fine pianist that he usually is. Somehow 
the work was desens ualized without ac
quiring other benefits . Athinaios , too , 
conducted in a somewhat indifferent 
way , often missing the opportunity of 
building up the composer's score into 
the roman tic power and expressiveness 
it deserves . He atoned for this with his 
firm, conclusive, well-structured and 
expressive rendition of Sibelius' Sym
phony No. 2 . 

The second evening's program 
opened with Dimitri Mitropoulos' 
Cretan Feast, an early work which pre
dated his great career as a conductor. A 
connoisseur of Cretan folk music, he 
wrote this charming piano piece in 1919 
and it acquired its present form when 
Skalkottas orchestrated it in 1928, thus 
presenting us with one of his own 
ea rliest , yet fully mature, orchestral 
achievements. 
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Beethoven's Egmont Overture got 
the full benefit of the Philharmonia's 
mellow and expressive strings to 
achieve a great sense of coherence, but 
the same composer's Violin Concerto 
ran into problems. With his fine shad
ing and refined sentiment Yiorgiadis, a 
refined, inward-looking, expressive 
musician , gives great pleasure but, on 
this occasion, lacked rigor and deter
mination , two essential characteristics 
of Beethoven. Athinaios here lacked 
inspiration altogether, conducting the 
orchestra in a good but too businesslike 
fashion. 

More attention was given to E lgar's 
Symphony No. 1,the first great British 
symphonic work (1907). All gave their 
best here in power , sentiment and 
cohesiveness. The famous Adagio was 
a deeply moving experience. 

Czechs in, Czechs out 

The Kosice Orechestra , founded in 
1962, is one of the best provincial 
musical groups in Czechoslovakia. As 
such , and only, should it be judged. 
Yet Skalkottas May Day Spelt was on 
the whole very well played. Several 
flaws in the brass and elsewhere were 
easily overlooked as were problems in 
synchronization here and there. 
George Hadzinikos is a conscientious 
conductor, (an expert teacher , too) and 
doing his best, he displayed this work 
as being one of Skalkottas' most charm
ing compositions with a profound 
'Greekness' in its atmosphere . Three of 
the five Images which make up the 
work are in the 12-tone system , the 
other two in the Greek folk music 
idiom. T he two narrators , in a singer in 
part, were both expressive. A big bravo 
to everybody. 

Then things fell apart. The all-Skal
kottas program continued with Ten 
Sketches for Strings rather haphazardly 
performed . Greek Dances was a true 
disaster. Rhythm, tone quality, ex
pression, climaxing went every which
way. It's a mystery why; exhaustion 

. maybe; maybe a lack of understanding 
of Greek rhythms; who knows? But it 
was certainly an unhappy conclusion to 
the Skalkottas summer. o 

classifieds 
Cost 1,300 drachmas all inclusive 
for a minimum 15 words; 15 
drachmas each additional word. 

FOR SALE: Big Penthouse 210 sq m with large verandahs 
on three sides, with two parking spaces. Exactly behind 
Hitton. Tel: 721 -5469 

YOGA IN AGHIA PARASKEVI : Physical, breathing and 
relaxation exercises are being taught in a Western frame of 
mind by a certified teacher from 2 October. Bio·energetic 
and reflexology message will also be available by appoint
ment. Lessons in Greek, English and French. Prana 
Center, Agreon St 6, Aghia Paraskevi. For info: 801-4781 
FOR ALL your packing and moving of household goods 
overseas, as well as a full range of electrical appliances 
(220V/50Hz) ready for export at wholesale prices, contact: 
Mike's Line Service, 32 Alston Street, Sommerville, MA 
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RAJA YOGA MEDITATION~ Discovering your inner re
sources through understanding the power of your thoughts. 
As my thought, so my life.· For more information, call 
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• Individual and group courses are offered weekly. 

DION. ARVANITAKIS M.D., B.Sc., 

L.M.C.C. 
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N. American reg istered 
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92200 Ncuilly. FRANCE or 
52 Sfakion Street. Hania. Crete GREECE.' 

Yanni Arvanitis B.A., M.Phil. 
Psychologist 

Treatment of behavioural and 
.emotional problems 

office: Roma 3, 106 73 Kolonaki 
tel.: 362-4161 

MEDICAL 
DIAGNOSTIC LABORATORIES 

Hematology, Immunology, b lin. Chemistry 
Ext. Cy1ology, Pulmonary Function, Microbiology 

Skoufa 27 (Kolonaki) Tel. 360·9363 
Mon-Fri 7:30·12 am & 6·9 pm 

Sat 8-11 am 

DENTIST 
PHIL. ROSSI DOS 

16 Nikis St. Syntagma Sq. 
Tel .: 32.20.040 

Residence telephone for 
emergencies 93.34.961 

CHRISTOS N. KOUTSIAS D.D.S. 

Restora tive Dentis t ry 

F. Ins tructo r Georgetown Univ. , Wash ing ton, 
O.C., P.G . in Crow n-Bridge and Occlus ion 

Lo ukianou 19 , Ko lonaki Square . 

Telephone: 729-0081 
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*** Welcome to Athens and/ 
or welcome back! We are for
tunate to greet many new 
arrivals - foreign service 
families of many nationali
ties, transferred executives, 
and persons just lured by the 
fi ne weather and relaxed liv
ing conditions. We are glad 
to have you and hope you will 
find Greece a most happy 
destination. Just keep your 
sense of humor when driving, 
remain calm throughout the 
settling-in process and all will 
be well . Enjoy! 

di an cultural groups - of 
which there fo rtunately have 
been many in the past few 
years. Distinguished Ambas
sador H .E. Hans Coliander 
of Sweden represented his 
country here fo r many years . 
Althought he · has retired 
from his post , he will be back 
often to visit his many 
friends. 
,;"'~' The Japan Foundation , a 
semi-governmental cul tural 
group , has continued its book 
donation program which has 
made major contributions to 
seven Greek organizations so 
far. Their most recent gift 
was to the Panteios School of 
Political Science. 
''~* Southeastern College wan
dered afield a bit during the 
summer to several Greek 
towns including Nauplia, 
Kavala, Alexandroupolis, 

*** Recent ambassadorial de- . Larisa and Pirgos, presenting 
partures include the Cana- a series of light opera per
dian Ambassador H .E. fo rmances - some with the 
Andre Couvrette and his wife collaboration of the Boston 
after a term of four years. Orchestra ALEA Ill - and 
The ambassador could often several origi nal works. 
be seen at Glyfada golf *** The Netherlands Embassy 
course where his prowess was Agricultural Section has pro
considerable. Mrs Couvrette ducecl a most impressive pub
was very active with the lication in Greek on the agri
Canadian Woman's Club and cul tural products of Holland 
the Residence was the home and its cooperation with 
of the group's annual Christ- Greece. If such a publication 
mas parties. They were al- would be of interest in your 
ways gracious hosts for Cana- business , why not give the 

A . 'gymkhana' held during the summer marked the seventh 

season the children from the Spastic Society of A thens in 
Pangrati have been attending horseriding 1essons at £he 

Varibobi Riding Club. 
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The stars of the show were four-legged, but they did allow 
some people- small and large - to attend 'their' event during 
the summer. A fun fam ily Canine Capers Competition was 
held for the combined purposes of having a good time and 
providing some additional funds for the projected Hellenic 

Animal Welfare Society's shelter in Koropi. B0th were 
admirably accounted fo r. Everybody had a super tim e and 
the coffers, while not filled, were added to. Coming up in 
November - about which more information will subsequent
ly be provided- is the annual sale, with the Second Annual 

Ball set for 9 December. 

Agricultural Counsellor a call way. Our best wishes go with 
at 723-9701 to request a both AI and Joan for a happy 
copy? assignment in Washington. 
*"'* Having Ravi Shakar in *"~, There is located a vital and 
A thens recently fo r a couple progressive school in Thessa
of concerts helps explain the loniki, Anatolia College, was 
special privilege that an founded a century ago in 
A thens posting offers. Asia Minor by American mis
Whereas this was a commer- sionaries and raised in 
cial venture , it is often possi- adversity (for it endured and 
ble through embassy cultural survived the debacle of the 
exchange programs to hear early 1920s) . The staff and 
top-flight artists. Occasional- students proved indomitable 
ly you find yourself one of and eventually reorganized 
only 50 or 60 listeners in a themselves in Thessaloniki to 
small concert hall with a flower into the exciting edu
world-renowned pianist or cational institution that it is 
violinist who treats the even- today. 
ing as though he were with Already embarked on a new 
guests at home. Watch The school year , we would like to 
A thenian's Focus section or honor belatedly students who 
the Athens News listings for achieved special honors dur
these special occasions. ing the last one. At the Com
/* Welcome to the new mencement marked by music 
General Manager of the Led- from the Anatolia Chorale 
ra Marriott Hotel , Mr Renato and a string orchestra , Dr 
Sandmeirer who comes to us William W. McGrew, Direc
from the H amburg Marriott tor, welcomed parents and 
H otel. AI Bonney, the for- friends and congratulated the 
mere General Manager , is over 200 graduates, in par
now in Washington, DC at ticular those receiving highest 
the Marriott Crystal Gate- honors. The Salutatorian was 
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Fotini Veroniki and the Vale- merce. For a multi-national 
dictorian was Efsevia 
Vakiani. Athlete of the year 
was Spyros Avgerinos
Giakoustidis. 
*** For those of you new to 
Athens , if you are a part of 
an embassy or a foreign firm 
with many expatriates , you 
probably have a fine support 
system to help you get set
tled. But if you are a young 
bride entering a Greek family 
situation, or a foreign nation
al sent off by your company 

businessmens' and womens' 
organization, contact the 
Propeller Club and plan to 
attend their regular lun
cheons with outstanding En
glish-langauge speakers . 
American ladies (and those 
married to American 
citizens) are invited to join 
the American Women's 
Organization of Greece 
(A WOG). This 43-year old 
organization has an extensive 
social , cultural and philan-

This summer a 'first' get-together of former Greek-ites took 
place in a wonderful outdoor setting at Estes Park, Colora
do. The organizers Dale and lane Brown and Ray and 
Gayle Meissner and family pose fo r a picture. 

to fend for yourself, perhaps thropic program. New arriv
a few hints will help . First als of other nationalities are 
detach your Athenian Orga- also invited to contact 
nizer centerfold for you will A WOG's Club Room for in
certainly find it useful by formation and general assist
your telephone. By now you ance. T he Club Room is open 
have probably installed your from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm, 
children in school and have Monday through Friday on 
been surprised to find such a the Campus of the American 
diversity of educational facili - College of Greece in the D e
ties at all levels and in so ree Building (plenty of park
many languages . But perhaps ing nearby). The telephone is 
you have not as yet located 639-3250, ext. 345 ... A New
scouting. To contact the Girl corners ' Club offers instant 
Scouts, telephone 651-7415. friends who will answer your 
For the Boy Scouts you can most pressing question. How 
telephone 643-3503. There can I find a good plumber? Is 
are , of course, always open- there a squash court any
ings for adults volunteers to where? Can we join a golf 
assist in the varied programs. club? These questions and 

*"'* For the gentlemen a super many more have answers 
way to get acquainted is through the members of this 
through the luncheons of the group. Telephone Marij ane 
various Chambers of Corn- at 672-6489 to get started .. . 
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Are you a new bride arriving 
to take up residence in the 
country of your husband? 
Call the Foreign Wives' 
Organization where you will 
be in contact with other 
women who have faced this 
same happy challenge. it 's a 
big help to have someone to 
talk to when being sur
rounded by the Greek !an-

. guage 24 hours a day and 
finding yourself enveloped in 
a large community of rela
tives becomes a bit much to 
handle. Phone 934-5542 or 
802-8184. 
;:"* In the Organizer you will 
find places of worship listed 
with their phone numbers 
and the hours of some of 
their services so you may im
mediately find your church 
home . away from home. 
There is a Catholic Women's 
Guild meeting regularly 
(telephone 672-6489) and the 
St. Andrew's Women's G uild 
is an ecumenical group for 
Protestant women that wel
comes new members to its 
meetings. (Telephone 652-
2144.) 
*** You will also want to learn 
at least some Greek to make 
getting around and shopping 
a bit easier. Greek lessons are 
available everywhere - try 
the Athens Centre, the Hel
lenic-American Union, the 
British Council and the 
YMCA. It is not an easy lan
guage, but you will be glad 
you made the attempt. 
*\ Another wonderful way to 
get acquainted is on stage! 
Maybe you are a long-term 
Thespian or would like to be. 
In any event, contact The 
Players which is an English
language amateur theatre 
company with a long history 
of providing first-class per
formances for the enjoyment 
of the community. They al
ways need new volunteers to 
replace departees. You don't 
have to be an actor or actress 
as openings are generally 
available for ticket sellers, 
publicity, costume sewers, 

would-be electricians, 
carpenters and set painters . 
Telephone 683-0957 for 
further information. No ta
lent is wasted ... Or perhaps 
you are a musical Thespian. 
In which case, the H.A.M.S. 
(Hellenic Amateur Musical 
Society) is for you. Already 
in production , Oklahoma! is 
scheduled for October per
formances. You can probably 
still volunteer in one capacity 
or another, thus preparing 
you for future efforts . Tele
phone 801-5295 or 898-0053 
to get involved. 

*** Aideen Lewis, who was 
active with the Riding For 
The Disabled (RDA) prog
ram in Britain prior to mov
ing to Greece, has been the 
prime mover fo r seven years 
with the program which 
arranges horseriding lessons 
for spastic children at the 
Varibobi Riding Club. This 
Athenian organization has 
recently been accepted as an 
Associate Overseas Members 
of the RDA . Princess Anne is 
the RDA President. A 'Gym
khana' held this summer (see 
photo), demonstrating the 
skills the children have 
learned , was attended by a 
large number of the parents , 
friends and many outside 
sponsors. This important 
work goes forward , thanks to 
A ideen , the Varibobi Riding 
Club which supplies the 
ponies, the employees of the 
Pangrati School and a 
wonderful group of volun
teers. You, too, can become 
a volunteer - even if you feel 
that you can only give one 
moring a month to help. You 
do not need to be a horse
back rider; the function of 
the volunteers is to assist the 
professionals . The anticipa
tion with which the children 
look forward to this activity is 
reward enough for those who 
help. Telephone Aideen 
Lewis at 452-1058 or the 
Spastic Society - Fofi Trigazi 
at 752-3721 - to find out how 
you can be of service . o 
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- pointers 

..- Hilton International 
opened 14 new hotels in 1988/ 
89 with eight other hotels 
planned for 89/90. There are 
now a total of 150 Hiltons in 
47 countries , including three 
in Greece. The Athens Hilton 
still maintains its appeal after 
26 years, possibly due to its 
lively management and con
stant refurbishment. 
..- Austrian Airlines have 
been flying to Moscow for 30 
years . They now even sell 
tickets in Moscow- part of an 
agreement just signed with 
Aeroflot to this effect - there
by becoming the only foreign 
airline to do so. Athens wel
comes their new General 
Director , Alfred W. Braden, 
a man well-versed in 
Mediterranean climes having 
spent the past five years in 
Spain. 
..- Quantas opened their new 
offices on Vasilissis Sofias 
and Sekeri Sts recently with 
an 'open house' which 
seemed to go on for days. 
(Could be the free Fosters 
lager attracted but , in reality, 
the appreciative wellwishers 
were in force to sample Au
ssie hospitality.) We all wish 
them well. 
..- Gulf Air reports delivery 
of four new Boeing 767-
300ER's, the first part of a 
development plan in which 
the company will invest in 
another 18 new aircraft at an 
estimated cost of $1 billion 
US , the largest investment 
the airline has ever under
taken. New uniforms have 
been ordered for the new 
year designed by the fabled 
Balenciaga. 
..- Fun fact: Pan Am now has 
a list of some 93,000 names 
on its r~servations waiting list 
for the airline's first passen
ger flight to the moon . Be
fore yOLr rush to book you 
should know the list was 
closed in 1971. The flight is as 
yet unscheduled .. . 
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Krunenbourg Heel'S 

..- Being launched this 
month: the new British Air
ways department store in 
London' s Regent Street. The 
existing ticket· office will be 
closed and the new store will 
house a travel center, im
munization clinic, bureau de 
change and restaurant as well 
as various shops selling 
fashion goods, perfume and 
jewelle ry. This will be the 
fl agship of BA's retail arm of 
British Airways Enterprises. 
..- Hungary has 140 twin 
towns throughout Europe 
and the Eastern bloc. The 
Hungarians love twinning 
towns in wine-producing dis
tricts as they produce deli
cious wines themselves. 
Maybe we should match Pat
ras or Pikermi with a town in 
that delightful country? A 
Greco/Hungarian winefest 
would be wonderful. 
..- The Swedes have come up 
with a 250-page special Holi
day Guide for the Handicap
ped , available free of charge , 
which is intended to encour
age those with varying de
grees of physical impairment 
to enjoy what Sweden has to 
offer tourists. Greece should 
take a lesson. 
..- This month , Athens greets 
some 6,000 visiting psychiat
rists. Before you go rushing 
for your worry beads (or the 
couch) , they're .here not to 
examine us, but to participate 
in the World Psychiatric Con
gress which convenes here 
12-19 October. Victor Peralta 
of Hellenic Tours, who su

jor culprit? Plastic (35. 7 per
cent), with metals , paper, 
wood, glass, rags and miscel
laneous objects following. 
Sad to think the worst offen
der is the one least likely to 
fade . 

..- Kronenbourg- Beer (Est. 
1664) has long been a favorite 
in Europe, and its success in 
Greece for the past two years 

operatio n of this , the largest was celebrated by its manage
convention ever held in ment , who held a reception in 
Greece , dazzles with the the northern 'capital ' of 
logistics of. transportation , Thessa loniki. At the Electra 
feeding and coordination - an Palace Hotel, Director of Ex
almost insurmountable task. ports , Mr Guy de Saint Vic
(Peralta will be a guest lectur- tor , and Production Director, 
er a t the new Travel and Daniel Counio , welcomed 
Tourism School being intro- guests to help celebrate the 
duced this month by the event. The beer went down 
Alpine Center. Maybe he well. 
should be on the 1996 Olym- ..-More drinki es: Strawberry 
pie committee too.) flavor is the latest from 
..- Under the auspices of EOLIKI, who produce a va ri
HELMEPA (Hellenic Marine ety of liqueurs in Greece . 
Environment Protection The real strawberry flavor is 
Association) about 1000 Boy said to be a great addition to 
Scouts and G irl Guides col- iced drinks and cocktails. 
lected 1389 cubic metres of Even pouring it over the real 
rubbish which was scatte red thing wouldn't be in bad 
a ll over the be aches from taste. 
Oropos to Kinetta. The ma-

0 

pervised the organizing and EOLIKI'S new "stra wberry" 
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Where to go ... what to do 

focus • music • dance • drama • museums • sites • tourist tips • sports • restaurants and night life 

art nized in the late artist's mem-
ory by his wife, her brother 

Delos, the birthplace of Apol- and the famous painter Yian
lo and Artemis, has inspired nis Moralis, Yeorgiopoulos' 
poets and painters through student, the exhibition will 
the centuries, and now a De- comprise over 30 important 
Ios group show at Mykonos' works. Yeorgiopoulos stu
Opsis Gallery, 7 through 20 died at Athens' School of 
October. The exhibition will Fine Arts, then later taught 
feature paintings, sculpture art and executed ecclesiastic
and mosaics by Genevieve a! frescoes. 
Couteau, Monica Derpapas, Red is the title of a massive 
David Johnston , Brian Picci- exhibition to be mounted at 
ni, Margarita Bakopoulou, Epoches Gallery, 10 till 26 
Marina Petrie, Angela Pipi- October. Mytaras, Samios, 
kios, Vangelis Anastasiou, Sorongas, Sperantzas, 
and others. Telephone (0289) Stathopoulos and Fassianos 
22083 for details. 
Sophia Vari is exhibiting 
sculpture at Athens Art Gal-

Wolfgang Mann at Plaka 

moon for the first time. Hon
oring the event the HA U will 
exhibit a piece of rock from 
the moon; photos, books etc. 
There will also be a video 
showing. 
Barbara Drucker was born in 

lery 2 through 31 October. 
Mythical women, Homeric 
heroes and gods people this 
impressive show, displaying 
Vari's considerable talent as 
a draughtsman as well as a 
sculptress. r-"!~~ Los Angeles and since 1981 
Anthi German's work con
sists mainly of simple studies 
of the female form, temperas 
and acrylics in transparent 
washes. German, who stu
died in Hamburg, has exhi
bited in one-woman and 
group shows in Hamburg, 
Athens, Thessaloniki, and 
other Greek cities. German 
will show her work at Dada 
Gallery, 11 till 23 October. 
Still life$ in pastels by Minas 
Kambitakis will be exhibited 
at Astrolavo Gallery, 2 till 20 
October. Fruit, clothing, 
furniture and mirrors feature 
in Kambitakis' work; warm 
tones and white pre
dominate. 
Argo Gallery will be showing 
Yiannis Yeorgiopoulos' paint
ings, 12 till 31 October. Orga-
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Richard lames North at Opsis 

has been teaching at the Uni
versity of California drawing, 
painting and montage. The 
title of her exhibition at the 
Hellenic American Union is 
Stavro-Lexis and it includes 
ten paintings made in Athens 
last July. The exhibition will 
open 17 October and last till 
the 27. 
Millas will show eight works 

are all contributing variations under the overall title War
on the crimson theme: six riors at the Hellenic Amer
painters; six ways of "seeing ican Union, 16 till 29 Octo
red". ber. These large-format oils 

and acrylics were executed 
exhibitions specifically for HAU's gallery 

space. 
A lunar exhibition, will take 
place at the Hellenic Amer- lectures 
ican Union, 16 October till 3 
November. Twenty years The Society for Hellenic Car
ago, man walked on the tography, in conjuction with 

IMCoS, is sponsoring Athens 
1989: The seventh Annual In
ternational Symposium, 6 to 
8 October, at the Eugenides 
Foundation Amphitheatre. 
The symposium's title is The 
Cartography of the Shores 
and Islands of Greece, and 
map exhibitions will include 
the Ptolemy Maps of Greece 
and Cypriot Cartography 
from Ptolemy to Kitchener. 
In Athens, those interested in 
attending should contact Mr 
Themis Strongilos, Interna
tional Secretary IMCoS; 6, 
Patriarchou Ioacheim St; 
Athens 106 74; tel 721-0472; 
722-4796; 723-1562. 

music 
The BBC Scottish Symphony 
Orchestra is coming to 
Greece under the auspices of 
the British Council and will 
be giving two concerts in col
laboration with Athens Col
lege Theatre. The tour is 
sponsored by British Airways 
Cargo .. The concerts will take 
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Sotheby's auction in London 

place at the Athens College 
Theatre. The 23 October 
program includes works by 
Thomas Wilson, Mozart and 
Stravinsky. Works by Mus
grave, Mendelssohn and 
Rachmaninov will be pre
sented on 24 October. Per
formances begin at 8:30 pm. 

notes 
On 7 October The Folklore 
Museum for Children will 
open in Nauplia. Housed in 
the municipality's old rail
road station, a building made 

Spyros Sourtzinos at Dada 
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at Athenaeum Art Gallery 

available by the mayor, the topography, architecture, 
museum has been funded and archaeology, antiquities, )an
conceived by the Peloponne- guage, costume and culture 
sian Folklore Foundation. of the countries which made 

Minas Kambitakis at Astrolavos 

The collection emphasizes 
traditional artefacts of in
terest to children. 
Sothebys will be selling the 
Library of Henry Myron 
Blackmer 11, on 11, 12 and 13 
October. The collection, over 
1500 books on Greece, Cyp
rus and the Levant, dates 
from 1474 till the present, 
and comprises the most com
prehensive private collection 
on the subject ever offered 
for sale. Proceeds are ex
pected to exceed 1.5 million 
pounds. The late Blackmer's 
library covers the history, 

Monica Derpapas at Opsis 

up the old Ottoman Empire. 
Treasures include James 
Stuart's and Nicholas Re
vett's the Antiquties of Athens 
(first two vols, 1762-1787) 
and Pierre-Francois Hugues 
d' Hancarville's Antiquites 
etrusques, grecques et 
romaines tirees du cabinet de 
M. Hamilton (1766-1767). 
For further information, con
tact Sotheby's at 01-408-5165 
in London. 
The Riding For The Disabled 
Group organizes horseback 
riding lessons for handicap
ped children once a week at 
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the Varibobi Riding Club. 
The full program commences 
on Thursday, 5 October, and 
will continue, each Thursday, 
from 10:15 am till noon, 
weather permitting. For in
formation, call Ms Aideen 
Lewis at 452-1058, or Ms 
Waverly Kaffaga at 325-1809. 

Sophia Vari at Athens Art 
Gallery 

theatre 

HAMS (the Hellenic 
Amateur Musical Society) 
will present Rodgers and 
Hammerstein's ever-popular 
musical Oklahoma at Athens 
College Theatre on 13, 14 
and 15 October (see this 
month). It is directed by Ray 
Cook, who is spending a very 
active "retirement" in 
Greece, having directed "Hot 

and several productions for 
Athens College since then. 
He is well qualified to direct 
Oklahoma, having been a 
dancer in the chorus of the 
original Broadway produc
tion at a somewhat earlier 
stage in his career. The part 
of Laurie, the romantic lead, 
is played by Linda Gursky, a 
newcomer to HAMS, who 
works at the US Embassy. 
Nick Georgiadis, who made a 
successful HAMS debut in 
"Viva Mexico" last April, 
plays opposite her as Curly. 
Marca Daley displays her 
combination of comic and 
musical talents yet again as 
Ado Annie, the "girl who 
cain't say 'No'," and is wooed 
by Will Parker in the person 
of Larry Tharp, who has 
done so much to liven up the 
musical scene at the Amer
ican Community Schools. His 

L 
Alexis Xanthakis at Epoches 

rival Judd Fry, the "heavy", 
is played by Andreas Vouto
poulos, and Ado Annie's 
Aunt Eller by Roberta Gleb
ler. For information and re
servations call 684-6554, 898-
0053 or 808-1921. 

films 
Hamlet - a tribute to Lord 
Olivier is a film to commemo
rate the death of Lord Olivier 

'n' Cole" for HAMS in 1985 Katerina Pavlakis dance group at HAU 

Barbara Drucker at The Hellenic American Union 
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earlier this summer. Dr. 
Robert T. Taylor will pay a 
short tribute to Lord Olivier 
before the film. At the Brit
ish Council, 6 October at 8 
pm. 
1984 A prize winning adapta
tion of George Orwell's 1940s 
novel with its chilling vision 
of a future world dominated 
by Big Brother and the 
Thought Police. Starring 
John Hurt , Richard Burton, 
Suzanna Hamilton, Cyril 
Cusack Hugh Waiters and 
James Walker, and directed 
by Michael Radford. At the 
British Council, 11 and 23 
October at 8 pm. 

ft)CliS 

Anthi German at Dada 

video 
The First Eden: The 
Mediterranean World and 
Man A BBC production by 
Sir David Attenborough of a 
four part series tracing the 
development of the 
Mediterranean from its be
ginnings six million years ago 
to the present day. Part I : 
The Making of the Garden, 
looks at the Mediterranean 
before man arrived, 16 Octo
ber. Part II: The Gods En
slaved, begins where the pre
vious episode ended and con
centrates on the Egyptian, 
Cretan and Roman civiliza
tions, 30 October. At the 
British Council at 8 pm. 

dance 
A ballet night commemorat
ing the work of Rallou Man
ou, one year after her death, 
by The Katerina Pavlaki 
Dance Group, will present 
pieces with music by Polle: 
cutt, Morricone, Hartley. 
The choreography is by 
Katerina Pavlaki; at the Hel
lenic American Union, 16 
October at 8 pm. 
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NAME DAYS IN OCTOBER 

In traditional Greek circles one's name day (the feast 
day of the saint whose name one bears) is more 
significant than one's birthday: an open house policy Is 
adopted and refreshments are served to well-wlshers 
who stop by with gifts and the traditional greeting of 
Chronla po/la (Many happy returns). 

October 3 
October 18 
October 20 
October 23 
October 26 

Dionysis, Dionysia 
Loukas, Luke, Loukia 
Geraslmos, Gerald 
lakovos, Jacob 
Dimitrios, Mimis, Dimitra, Mimi 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

October 9 

October 28 
October 31 

Columbus Day, Yom Kippur 
Thanksgiving Day (Canada) 
"Ohl" Day 
Halloween 

PUBLIC HOLIDA VS 

October 28 "Ohl" Day 

GALLERIES 

AITHOUSA TECHNIS EKFRASI, I. Metaxa & Phoebes 11, 
tel 894-0391. "To Kokkino" (Red) is the title of a group 
exhibition running 10-26 October. See Focus. 
AITHOUSA TECHNIS PLAKA, Nlkodimou 29, tel 323· 
4498. Wolfgang Mann will exibit his work from 1-15 
October. 

i ARGO, Merlin 8, tel 362-2662. Lydia Sarri will exhibit her 
work till10 October. Works by Yiannis Yeorgiopoulos will 
be exhibited 12-31 October. See Focus. 
ASTROLAVOS, Androutsou 140, Plraeus, tel 411-1127. 
Minas Kambltakls will exhibit his work 2-20 October. See 
Focus. 
ATHENAEUM ART GALLERY, Syngrou 89·93, tel 902· 
3666. Antonis Panagopoulos will exhibit his work 10·31 
October. 
ATHENS ART GALLERY, Giykonos 4, tel 721-3938. 
Sculptures by Sophla Vari 2·31 October. See Focus. 
DADA, Nirlldon 6 & Pratlnou, tel 722-2929. Works by Anna 
Benitill 9 October. Anthi German will exhibit her work from 
11-23 October. An exhibition of works by Spyros Sourt
zinos will run 25 October through 13 November. See 
Focus. 
EPOCHES, Kifissias 263, tel 808-3645. Seven talented 
young artists will exhibit their work till 7 October. Rania 
Kapellarl, Sablne Schneider and Beese Horst will then 
exhibit their work from 12-31 October. 
IONI, D. Kyriakou 15, Kiflssia, tel 801 -8581. Yiannis Koura
kls will be showing his pastels, inspired by Andros, Interiors 
and dally life, till 20 October. 
OPSIS GALLERY, Mykonos, tel (0289) 22083. Richard 
North and Monica Derpapas will exhibit their work till 6 
October. "The Delos Group Show" is the title of an 
exhibition of paintings, sculptures and mosaics showing 
from 7-20 October. See Focus. 

SCREENINGS 

Hellenic American Union 

RAIN MAN (1988), directed by Barry Levinson and featur
ing Dustin Hoffman and Tom Cruise, 10 October at 8 pm. 
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KRAMER VERSUS KRAMER (1979), directed by Richard 
C. Fischiff with Dustin Hoffman, Meryl Streep and Jane 
Alexander, 11 October at 8 pm. 
TOOTSI (1982), featuring Dustin Hoffman, Jessica Lange, 
Teri Garr and Dabney Coleman, directed by Sydney 
Pollac, 12 October at 8 pm. 

British Council 

HAMLET a tribute to Lord Olivier, 6 October at 8 pm. See 
Focus. 
1984 directed by Michael Radford, featuring John Hurt, 
Richard Burton, Suzanna Hamilton, Cyril Cusak and 
James Walker, 11 and 23 October at 8 pm. See Focus. 

Video 

STUDYING IN BRITAIN - Part 1: Degrees of Excellence 
a talk and video presentation about how higher education, 
at both the undergraduate and graduate levels, is orga
nized in Britain. The video showing will be of the award
winning film: "Degrees of Excellence". 9 October at 8 pm. 
THE FIRST EDEN: THE MEDITERRANEAN WORLD 
AND MAN 16 on 30 October at 8 pm. See Focus. 
THE BRITISH ART SHOW - Part 1: Old Allegiances and 
New Directions, and Part 11: Alter Image 11, at the British 
Council 18 October at 8 pm. 
BBC NEWSBRIEF a one-hour digest of September's 
news and current affairs from BBC television, 24 October 
at 8 pm. 

Athens College 

ABYSS Europen preview of J. Cameron's film, starring Ed 
Harris and M.E. Mastrantonio, 5 October at 9 pm. 
INDIANA JONES AND THE LAST CRUSADE Steven 
Spielberg's new film starring Harrison Ford and Sean 
Cannery, 17 October at 9 pm. 

EXHIBITIONS 

MIND AND BODY is the title of an exhibition at the Ethniki 
Pinakothiki running till 15 January. 
REMARKABLE WORK IN BLOWN GLASS by Nikos 
Troulinos will be on permanent exhibition at Loukianou 18, 
Kolonaki. Lampshades, vases, and other decorative ob
jects comprise the show. 
THE GLANCE· THE COLOR · THE STONE: 40 YEARS 
OF LITHOGRAPHY is the title of an exhibition at the 
Ethniki Pinakothiki organized in collaboration with the 
French Embassy, till 8 October. 
NIKOS SKALKOTAS an exhibition upon the 40th 
anniversary of his death with photos, objects, original 
handwritten scores etc. At the Hellenic American Union, 
2-13 October. 
BARBARA DRUCKER is exhibitng her work at the Helle
nic American Union, 17·27 October. See Focus. 
LUNAR EXHIBITON with photos , books etc. and video 
showing at the Hellenic American Union, 16 October 
through 3 November. See Focus. 
WARRIORS BY MILLAS will be exhibited at the Pnevmati· 
ko Kentro, Akadimias 50, 16-29 October. See Focus. · 

MUSIC, DANCE, THEATRE 

LIVE MUSIC by the group of Angeles Gavriil and Dlmitris 
Zafirelis, based upon poems by Edgar Allan Poe, 150 

years after his death. Poetry reading by Maria Xenoudaki, 
at the Hellenic American Union, 6 October at 12 midnight. 
PIANO RECITAL by Yiannis and Anthoula Papadopoulou 
of works by Rachmaninoff, Brahms, Franck etc. At the 
Hellenic American Union, 25 October at 8 pm. 
THE KATERINA PAVLAKI DANCE GROUP will perform 
at the Hellenic American Union, 16 October at 8 pm. See 
Focus. 
GREEK DANCES by the Dora Stratou dance group at the 
Hellenic American Union, 27 October at 8 pm. 
GUITAR RECITAL by David Russet, well known to the 
Greek public due to previous appearances In Athens, will 
present a program of works by J. Dowland, F. de Fossa, C. 
Domeniconi and J. Albeniz, at the British Council, 17 
October at 8 pm. 
THE BBC SCOTTISH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA will 
perform at the Athens College Theatre, 23 and 24 October 
at 8:30 pm. See Focus. 
BAROQUE AND RENAISSANCE MUSIC will be pre
sented by two young Greek artists - Alexandra Mathiouda
ki, soprano, and Marianna Peiropoulou, harpsichord. The 
program will consist of works by Morley, Byrd, Johnson, 
Arn and Purcell; at the British Council25 October at 8 pm. 
A MUSICAL EVENING has been organized by the Organ 
Educational Centre at the Athens College Theatre, 6 
October at 8:30 pm. 
OKLAHOMA a Rodgers and Hammerstein musical will be 
presented by the HAMS at Athens College Theatre, 13 and 
14 October at 8:30 pm and 17 October at 6 pm. See Focus. 

FALL COURSES 

THE ATHENS CENTRE, 48 Archimidou St, tel 701·5242, 
offers Greek lessons. Accelerated I, 11, and Ill offered 2 -
27 October. 
THE HELLENIC AMERICAN UNION, Massalias 22, tel 
362-9886 ext 53 or 360-7305. Modern spoken Greek 
courses offered M·W-F from 6 October till 15 December 
and T-Th from 10 October tillS February; intensive classes 
offered 2 - 29 November. Preparatory course for the 
Greek Universities proficiency examination is offered for 
beginners and advanced from 1 November till 5 February. 
HAU will also offer the following seminars starting in 
October: Apllcations of color theory by Daphne lsidor
idis from 24 October till 15 December. Stanislavskl 
Theatre and Conrad Eure Theatre Studio acting, impro
visation, scenes, movement, starting 2 October through 29 
January. Studio art classes by Lou Efstathiou starting 10 
October till 16 November. Traditional Greek folk and 
popular dances by Yvonne Hunt from 18 October until 24 
January. Wordstar 4 Programming 17 October through 7 
December and D·Base Ill Plus Programming 17 October 
through 7 December. For more information call at the 
above numbers. 

LECTURES AND SEMINARS 

UP TO DATE KNOWLEDGE ON ORTHOPAEDIC 
SURGERY AND TRAUMATOLOGY is the theme of a 
Panhellenic conference at Athens College Theatre, 24-29 
October. 
STUDYING IN BRITAIN: DEGREES OF EXCELLENCE is 
the theme of a Round Table Discussion about practical 
information on entrance requirements, application proce
dures and costs, at the British Council, 10 October at 8 pm. 
HEALTH, IMMUNITY AND INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGY 
is the title of a lecture by Dr. Peter Lambley, clinical 
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psychologist and author, at the British Council, 31 October 
at 6 pm. 
MARIKA KOTOPOULI'S CAREER will be presented by 
Dimitris Myrat, Voula Zoumboulaki and M. Korres (35 
years after her death), with the cooperation of the Hellenic 
Theatre Museum and Study Centre, at the Hellenic Amer
ican Union, 23 October at 6 pm. (In Greek.) 
THE WRIGHT I KNEW is the title of a lecture by Edgar 
Tafel, student and collaborator of the famous architect 
Frank lloyd Wright. Organized by the Greek Alumni of 
American Universities, at the Hellenic American Union, 31 
October at 6 pm. (In English.) 

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS 

AMERICAN WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION OF GREECE 
(AWOG) welcomes new arrivals. For membership and 
general information for women of all nationalities, phone 
639-3250/9, ext 345, Monday through Friday from 1 0:30 
am - 12:30 pm. 
ST. ANDREW'S WOMEN'S GUILD This Ecumenical 
Women's Group meets monthly and offers various out
reach programs of interest to Christian women of all 
denominations. As an arm of St. Andrew's Protestant 
Church, the guild will offer a hearty welcome to newly
arrived women. For more information phone 651-7405, or 
the church, tel 652- 1401. 
CANADIAN WOMEN'S CLUB OF ATHENS welcomes 
new members to monthly meet1ngs; activities. For informa
tion call Candice at 961-0407. 
THE ENGLISH SPEAKING SOCIAL SOCIETY meets 
every Wednesday from 6 - 1 o pm at the Athineon Pastry 
Shop, 320 Kifissias Ave, Neo Psychiko. Ask for Or Agis 
Sarakinos, tel 672- 5465. 
WOMENS' AGLOW FELLOWSHIP Is an international 
women's organization in Athens. For information call 804-
4209. 
CROSS-CULTURAL ASSOCIATION: Meetings of the 
association will take place at the YWCA (XEN) on Amerikis 
St (next to Pandelidls Bookshop) on the third Tuesday of 
each month. "Ecology and the Environment" is the subject 
of this month's meeting, 17 October. Non-members are 
welcomed. The room (7th floor) will be open from 7:45pm. 
For more information call951-3595 after six, or 347-6370. 

RELIGIOUS SERVICES 

CROSSROADS INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN CEN
TER, Kessarias 30 (lppokrateion), tel 770-5629. The Rev 
Alan Demos, Pastor. Weekly services: Sunday 10:30 am, 
3 pm; Wednesday 7:30 pm. Bible Study, Saturday 7 pm. 
(Informal Discussion). 
HELLENIC INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 
Tsaldari 16, Kifissia, inside the Roussos Hotel, Sunday 
service is at 11 am and there is also a Sunday School. For 
more information call 607-6946 or 692-7373. 
ST. ANDREW'S PROTESTANT CHURCH, Papanikoli 3, 
Papagou. Pastor David Pederson. tel 652-1401 . Service: 
(former Hotel Roussos) Pan Tsaldari 16, Kifissia, 9 am; 
Sina 66, 11 :15 am; tel 652-1401. 
ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, Philellinon 25. The Rev John F. 
Maddock-Lyon, tel 323-4790; 721-4906; 6 am, Holy Com
munion, first Sunday of the month; 9 am, Sung Eucharist, 
every Sunday; 10:30 am. Morning Prayer, every Sunday: 
church open daily, except Mondays and holidays, 9 am till 
1 pm. 
ST. PETER'S CHURCH, St. Catherine's British Embassy 
School, Kifissia. The Rev W H Chivers: 10 am, Holy 
Eucharist, Sundays except the first Sunday of the month, 
when Morning Prayer is followed by Holy Communion. 
VOULA SERVICES, Daphni 1, Voula: 6 pm, Holy Euchar
ist, first and third Sundays of the month. 

SOUND AND LIGHT 

ATHENS: ACROPOLIS-PNYX - The show is conducted 
in English every day from 9 - 9:45 pm; in German every 
Tuesday and Friday from 10:10- 10:45 pm and in French 
every day except Tuesdays and Fridays, when it runs from 
10:10- 10:45 pm; till 31 October. For more Information 
and tickets, call the Athens Festival Box Office, Stadiou 4, 
tel322-7944; or go to the entrance gate at Aylos Dimitrios 
Lombardiaris, tel 922-6210, on the day of the performance. 
Tickets 400 drs; students 200 drs. 
RHODES: MUNICIPAL GARDEN - PALACE OF THE 
GRAND MASTER - Information may be obtained by 
phoning the palace at (0241) 21992; the EOT office at 
(0241) 23255. Alternate performances are in Greek, En
glish, French, German and Swedish, until 31 October. 
Tickets 450 drs; students 200 drs; children 100 drs. 
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TAVERNAS AND RESTAURANTS 
CENTRAL 

CORFU, Kriezotou 6. S' 361-3011 . Menu includes popular 
standbys of Greek cuisine as well as a few variations from 
Corfu. Dally noon-1 am. 
DELPHI, Nlkis 13. S' 323-4669. Excellent lunchtime spot, 
very good food, reasonable prices. 11 am-1 1 pm. 
DIONYSOS, near the Acropolis. S' 923-3162; 923-1936. 
Complete restaurant and pastry shop. The house special
lies are charcoal-broiled shrimp, fillet of sole, baby lamb 
and veal mignon in oregano sauce. 
Note: Dlonysos-Zonars at the beginning of Paneplstimlou 
St, near Syntagma Sq, also has complete restaurant 
service. S' 323-0336. A third D1onysos is on Lycabettus 
Hill. 
DRUGSTORE, Stoa Korai. S' 322-1690. Take-off on its 
Parisian cousins. Open 6 am-2 am, except Sundays. 
EVERYDAY, Stadiou 4 and Voukourestiou corner. S' 323-
9422. Cafeteria convenient for coffee, croissants, pastries 
and ice cream. Open from 7 am-2 am. 
FLOKA, Leoforos Kifissias 116. S' 691-4001 . A complete 
restaurant, pastry shop and catering service. Delicious 
club sandwiches and ice cream pies ("Black Venus" etc). 
IDEAL, Panepistimiou Ave 46. S' 361-4001 . 'The' Res
taurant of Athens, founded in 1922. Pleasant atmosphere 
in a succession of well-decorated rooms, discreet stereo 
music, attentive service, extensive menu. Open from 12 
pm-2 am. Ideal for late dinners. Don'tletthe unpreposses
sing entrance put you off. 
KENTRIKON, Kolokotroni 3, in arcade next to the Athenee 
Palace Hotel. S' 323-2462. Fulltaverna fare including beef 
sofrito; beef in earthenware. 
KOSTOYIANNIS, Zaimi 37 (Pedion Areas), Exarchia. S' 
621- 2496. Large selection of appetizers. Main dishes are, 
among others, rabbit stlfado (stew with onions), souvlaki 
with bacon, and quail. Closed Sunday. 
LENGO, Nikis 29. S' 323-1127. Charming bistro res
taurant with good Greek cuisine; a little expensive. Open 
daily 12 pm-1 am. 
NO NAME, Bouzgou and Moustoxdi 20. S' 642-0306. 
Piano Bar and restaurant. International cuisine with full 
cocktail bar. Open daily except Sunday. Lunch 12 noon to 
5 pm. Dinner 6 pm- 5 am. 
THE THREE BROTHERS, Elpidos 7, Victoria Sq. S' 
622-9322 633-1926. Open after 6 pm. Closed Sundays. 
Specialties include swordfish, shrimp with bacon, shrimp 
salad, eggplant with cheese in tomato sauce. Extensive 
menu. 
SINTRIVANI, Filellinon 5, near Syntagma. S' 323-6662. 
Greek cuisine, extensive variety of dishes including souv
laki and moussaka. 

HIL TON/US EMBASSY AREA 

BALTHAZAR, Tsoha 27 and Vournazou. S' 644-1215. 
Renovated mansion not far from the US Embassy. Res
taurant and attractive bar. Menu includes scaloppine with 
cream, spaghetti and a different curry daily. Fresh salads. 
CACTUS, Papadiamantopoulou 30, (behind the Hilton). 
Wide selection of mezedes, traditional appetizers and 
good Greek cuisine. Also available are a variety of char
coal grills. Very reasonable prices. Open for lunch 12:30-
3:30 pm and dinner 6 pm- 2 am. 
FATSIOS, Efroniou 5, Pangrati (south of the Hilton). S' 
721-7421 . Good selection of well-prepared Greek and 
Oriental specialties. Daily from 12 pm-5 pm. 

DIOSCURI 
restaurant 

Charcoal grill - Fish 
Cooked specialities 

DIMITRIOU VASSILIOU 16 - N. PSYCHIKO 
TEL. 6711.997 SUNDAYS OFF 

~ 

LE BISTRO, Holiday Inn Hotel, Mihalakopoulou 50, lllissia. 
S' 724-8322. French and Greek cuisine. Piano bar. 
OTHELLO'S, Mihalakopoulou 45, lllissia. S' 729-1461 . 
Specially: beef stroganoff. Open daily from 12 pm-2 am. 
Closed Sunday. 
PAPAKIA, Pondou 40, (parallel to Mlhalakopoulou, behind 
the Riva Hotel). S' 779-3072. Bar and restaurant. Special
ly: duck as the name suggests, in cream sauce. Open daily 
after 10 am.{{ ROUMELI, Panormou 107, Ambelokipi 
(across the park from the Apollon Towers). S' 692-2652. At 
lunchtime a wide selection of Greek dishes; evening 
specialties are charcoal broils. Daily from 12 pm until late. 
Bakaliaros, biflekl, snails, baked fish (gavros). 
THE PLOUGHMAN, lridanou 26, lllissia (near the Holiday 
Inn). S' 721-0244. Dartboard, English cuisine and reason
able prices. Open daily from 12 pm-2 am; closed on 
Sundays. 

PLAKA 

ANGELOS' CORNER, Syngrou Ave 17, near the Temple 
of Olympian Zeus. Cosy nook with piano. Excellent Greek 
and French cuisine. Seats 50 max. Reservations neces
sary. Serves dinner from 6 pm to midnight. 
BAKALIARAKIA (TA), Kydathinaion 41. S' 322-5046. 
Basementtaverna specializing in salt cod in batter served 
with garlic sauce. Souvlaki and delicious salads. 
DAMIGOS, where Kydathinaion meets Adrianou. Base
ment taverna offering quality meat, fresh vegetables, baka
liaro and scordalia. Extremely reasonable; friendly service. 
FIVE BROTHERS, Aeolou St off the square behind the 
Library of Hadrian. Open daily from 6 am-1 am. 
HERMION, cafe and restaurant in a li«<e alley off Kapni
kareas (near the Adrianou St cafeteria square). Delightful 
spot for Sunday lunch with good Greek cuisine (a light 
touch with the olive oil), friendly service. Open daily from 6 
pm-midnight. 
MILTONS, Adrianou 19, Plaka. S' 324-9129. Charming 
island atmosphere. Large steaks, fresh fish. Open daily 
from 11 am-1 am. Perfect for business lunches and 
evenings. Reservations suggested. 
PICCOLINO, Sotiros 26, opposite the church. Best pizza in 
town plus many other Italian specialties including grilled 
prawns with bacon, scaloppine; all kinds of pasta. Also 
fresh fish. The host keeps serving you ouzo on the house 
long after you've become a regular. Open daily 2:30 pm-3 
am. Saturday open from 11 am- 3 pm. S' 324-9745. 
PSARRA, Erotokritou and Erechtheos Sts. S' 325-0265. 
An old favorite, great for Sunday lunch, swordfish, souvla
ki, taverna fare; special spot for locals and residents. Open 
from 12 pm-5 pm and 7 pm-2 am daily. 
THE CELLAR, Kydathinaion and the corner of Moni 
Asteriou. Quality taverna fare, good service and extremely 
reasonable prices bring Athenians from all over the city to 
this basement taverna; not unusual to see a Kolonak1 
couple in lavish evening wear take their place at one of the 
crowded paper-covered tables; some choice island wines 
besides retsina. Open from 6 pm-2 am daily. 
SOCRATES' PRISON, Mitseon 20, Makriyianni. S' 922-
3434. Charcoal grilled chicken and swordfish, rolled pork 
with carrots and celery in lemon sauce, roasted lamb with 
mushrooms, meatball casserole. Pikermi wine laced with 
wine from Santorini (barrel). 
THESPIS, taverna on Thespidos St. Special menu, lamb 
liver, roast lamb, bite-sized tiropittes, roof garden and 
outside garden opposite; quality service, reasonable 
prices. Open from noon-2 am. 

Hr.ll:wrant-Ciwmwl {;ri/1 .\tt'a~ H"""' 

American-style steakhouse 
Kifissias 267, Kifissia 
(behind Olympic Airways, 
near Plateia Kifissias). ' 
7 days per week 
Specialists in bon fillet, 
pepper steak, T-bone ribsteak 
and barbequed spareribs. 

Now we're open for lunch. 
Reservations tel: 801-4493, 982-4136 
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XYNOS, Ag Geronda 4. g 22-1065. Old Pi aka taverna 
with extensive fare, mcluding stuffed vine leaves, fricasee. 
Wine from the barrel. Guitar music. Closed Sunday. 

PANGRATI AND ENVIRONS 

ILLISSOS, Aminta 6. g 723-57 46. Lunch and dinner every 
day except Sundays. Banqueting facilities, receptions and 
meetings. Business lunches at reasonable prices. 
KARAVITIS, Arktinou 35, Pangrati. g 721 -5155. Tradi
tional old tavern a serving wine drinkers' mezedes and 
meat with potatoes and vegetables served in earthenware 
crocks. Wfne from the barrel. 
MAYEMENOS AVLOS, (Magic Flute), Klevkou and Amin
da. /.096 722-3195. A gathering place for the theatre and 
after-theatre crowd serving snacks, lull meals, sweets and 
ice cream. Specialties include lemon pie and an unusual 
sauerkraut. Open all day for coffee and cake; also pies and 
pastries to take out. 
MYRTIA, Markou Mousouri 35, Mets. 2ir 701-2276. Greek 
cuisine, large variety of hors d'oeuvres. The specialties 
include lamb in lemon sauce. Garden and quitar music. 
Closed Sunday. 
ROUMBA, Damareos 130. g 701 -4910. Spectalties in
clude fillet a la creme with mushrooms and "Roumbosala
ta". Closed Tuesday. 
THEMISTOKLES, Vas Georgetou 31 , Pangrati. 2ir 721-
9553. Extensive taverna fare, charcoal grills but the spe
cially Is meat in lemon sauce. Delicious fried meatballs. 

HOTELS 

THE ATHENS HILTON, Vas Sofias 46. g 722-0201 
Kellari, the wine and food place with cuisine espectally 
prepared to complement the wide variety of Greek wmes 
selected from all over the country. 
Ta Nlssla, traditional Greek and international cu1s1ne 1n an 
elegant atmosphere, with a fabulous, groaning board of a 
buffet. 
The Athenian Lounge, serving morning coffee, sand
wiches and snacks for lunch; and afternoon tea (accompa
nied by music), or any of your favorite drinks. 
The new Byzantine, serving breakfast, lunch, dinner, 
snacks in a refreshing, garden-like atmosphere. 
The Pan Bar, with soft piano music. 
Pool Garden Restau rant (operating spring/summer) with 
Barbecue Parties every Monday. 
Call the Hilton for information and/or reservattons. 
HOTEL ATHENAEUM INTER-CONTINENTAL, g 902-
3666. 
Pergola, lnternattonal and Greek spectalhes; buffet and a 
la carte; pastry and salad buffets; Sunday brunch. Daily 
6am 2 am, breakfast, lunch, dinner; Atrium Lobby. 
Premiere Restaurant & Bar, rooftop, with a panoramic 
view of Athens. Kebab specialties. Live entertainment. 
Mon-Sat, 9 pm-1 am. Bar, 8 pm-2 am. 
La Rotisserie, superb French cuisine. Fine wine cellar. 
Piano music. Tues-Sat, 9 pm-1 am. Atrium Lobby. 
Cafe VIenna, indoor cafe and bar, VIennese pastries, ice 
cream and coffee; Crepes in the evening, piano mus1c. 
Daily t 1 am-1 am. Atrtum Lobby. 
Kublai Khan, unique Mongolian barbecue and Firepot; 
Chinese spectalttes. Mon-Sat, 8 pm-1 am. Atrium 1. 
Kava Bar, special cocktails and drinks; piano music. Daily 
6 pm-2 am. 
ASTIR PALACE, g 364-3112- 364·3331 . 
Apocalypsls, Astir's gourmet restaurant. Everything from 
Russian cavtar or Greek eggplant salad to chateaubrtand 
or shepherd's lamb .. . and crepes suzette and baklava. Live 
piano music. Lunch, 12:30-3:30, dinner, 8:30pm-1:00am. 
Coffee Lounge and Asteria Restaurant, tdeal for quick 
snacks or complete, leisurely lunches: crepes Posetdon, 
cheese pie lamb curry, sweets galore. 7:00 am-1 :00 am. 
Athos Bar, piano. Open 9:30·1 :00 am. 
ASTIR PALACE Voullagmenl, g 896·0211 . 
Grill Room, downstairs cafe-restaurant, ptano mustc; 
sometimes a small orchestra for dancing. Open daily from 
1 pm· 3:30 pm, and from 8 pm-2 am. 
LEDRA MARRIOTT HOTEL, 'B 934-7711 . 
Ledra Grill, international specialties such as Chtcken Kiev 
pineapple curry and more; also US beef, and seafood. 
Tuesday through Sunday, 7:30 pm-12:30 am. Nightly, live 
entertainment to the sounds of Franco Mattola and his 
guitar. Reservations recommended. 
Kona Kai, Polynesian food complete with waterfall, reces
sed pools. Open Monday through Saturday from 7 pm· 
12:30 am. Expensive but well worth it. Tepannyaki, 
Japanese exhibition cooking, food prepared at special 
tables of 8; cook is part of the party, special arrangements 
and reservations necessary. 
Zephyros Coffee Shop, open daily from 6:30 am-1 :30 

68 

am; breakfast from 6:30 am, served a la carte or buffet, 
specially: eggs a la minute; all day menu 11 am-11 pm: 
salad bar geared to business lunches, wtde selection of 
international, local dishes: late night menu, 11 pm-1 :30 
am; Sunday brunch 11 am-3:30pm, buffet serving hot and 
cold dishes; wine on the house. 
MERIDIEN HOTEL, 2ir 325·5301/9. 
Brasserie des Arts, French cuisine, superb chef, tasteful 
portions, unique service. Open for lunch, 1 pm-3:30 pm, 
and dtnner 8 pm-1 :30 am. Last order taken at 12:45 am. 
Athenian Bistro, snacks and buffet with Greek special· 
ties, daily from 7 pm-2 am. Great for business confer· 
ences. 
CHANDRIS HOTEL, 2ir 941-4825. 
The Rooltop, snack bar by the pool, from 10 am till 6 pm. 
RestauranVbuffet dining, 9:30 pm 1111 1 am. 

KOLONAKI 

ACT 1, Akademias 18. g 360·2492. International and 
Greek cuisine. 
BA V AZZO, Ploutarhou and Dimokratous, Kolonak1. 2ir 
729· 1420. The name means "Theatrical Clown" in Ger
man. Lunchtime salad "fountatn", champagne brunches. 
Dinner specialties include bouzouki frivolitef (calamaria 
stuffed with pine nuts and rice), vine leaves stuffed with 
sea bass mousse, eggplant with ouzo-flavored mincemeat 
and yoghurt. 
BIBLOS, 35 Dimokritos, Kolonaki. 2ir 362·6033. Vartous 
beef speetalties. Garden. 
BRUTUS, Voulgaroktonou 67, Lofos tou Strefi. 2ir 363· 
6700. Attractive, qutel restaurant and full bar. Among the 
main dishes you will ftnd "meatballs Brutus" stuffed with 
cheese, bacon and mushrooms served with a baked 
potato and special sour cream-like sauce, tiny skewered 
meatballs, a "pial du jour" which changes daily. Desserts 
include homemade chocolate cake and lemon pie on 
alternate days, baked apples and yoghurt wtlh sour cherry 
sauce. 
DIONISSOS, Mt Lycabettus (accessible by the fumcular at 
the top of Ploutarhou St. Kolonaki). g 722·6374. Atop one 
of Athens' landmarks with a view of the entire city. Daily 9 
am· 12:45 pm. 
DEKAOKTO, Souidias 51 , Kolonak1. 96 723·7878. Small 
restaurant with pleasant atmosphere, a small number of 
well-prepared dishes. Good bar (wtth snacks). Daily from 
12 pm· 5 am. Closes in the summer. 
FAIYUM, Kleomenous 44, Kolonaki. g 724-9861 . Open 
every evening. Specially: crepes and desserts. A few 
Chtnese and Arabtc dishes. 
GEROFINIKAS, Pindarou 10. '8 362·2719; 363-6710. 
Fine Greek and Constantinople cuisine, fresh fish, out-of
season fruits and eggplant puree. Cosmopolitan atmos
phere. One of the city's grand old restaurants. Open daily 
from 12 pm-11:30 am. 
JE REVIENS, Xenokratous 49, Kolonaki. g 721·0535; 
721 -1174. French and Greek cutsine. Open for lunch and 
dinner. Restaurant with garden. 
LA RIOGA, 50 Kleomenous SI, Kolonaki. m 724·8609. 
Piano music accompanies your dinner. Among the entrees 
are steak with Cafe de Paris sauce, baked potatoes, 
paella, schnitzel, liver and steaks with various sauces. For 
dessert try the crepes Suzette Flambees, chocolate crepe, 
and fimsh your meal with Irish coffee. 
NOUFARA, Kolonaki Sq 21 . '8 362-7426. Restaurant, 
snack bar, spagheltarta. 
MAXIM, Kanari and Miliom 4, Kolonaki Sq. '8 361·5803, 
363-7073. Piano music mghtly. Roof garden. Open for 
dinner every night except Sunday. 

ROUGA, Kapsali 7, Kolonaki Sq. '8 722-7934.Set off in a 
small cut-de-sac ("rouga" means lane). Open nightly from 
8 pm- 2 am. 
VLADIMIR, 12 Aristodimos, Kolonaki. '8 721 -7407. 
Swordfish in Hollandaise sauce, crepes. 

KIFISSIAJNORTHEN SUBURBS 

APOSTOLIS, Gortimas 11, Kifissta. '8 801-1989. Sptnach 
and cheese pies, sweetbread ptes, fillet of beef, oven
baked cutlets. Open on Sundays for lunch. 
BELLE HELENE, Politeias Sq, Kifissia. g 807-7994. In a 
lovely green park with two small lakes. Greek madetra 
sauce, artichokes, bacon, ham, chicken livers, cheese, 
mushrooms, chicken crepes with ham, cheese in tomato 
sauce. Open daily 1 0:00 am-2:00 am. 
BLUE PINE, Tsaldari 27, Kifissia. '8 807-7745. "Gourmet 
Magazine" made ils cheese and eggplant bourekakia 
world-famous 30 years ago. Spectatties: sweetbreads, 
brains, curries. Excellent charcoal grills and the single fish 
dish always fresh. Closed Sunday. 
CAPRICCIOSA, Kassavet1 and Levtdou 2, Ktfissta. 'B 

801 ·8960. Pizzarta. Open datly from 10:00 pm-2:00 am. 
EKALI GRILL, (part of the Ekali Club), Lofou 15, Ekali. 'B 
813-2685. A posh yet hosptlable restaurant with a selec
tion of some 20 wines matnly from small vineyards, the 
Ekali grill really provides a treat. Tantalizmg salad bar, 
tournedos, Chateaubriand, fillet of sole. Cream pies, 
cakes, frUit salad or Crepes Suzette. Soft piano music. 
EMBATI, at the 18th kilometre of the National Road 
Lamias. 096 801-1757. Turn off at Varibobi, international 
cutstne, special dishes and grills. Music begtns at 10:30 
pm. Closed Sunday. 
EPISTREFE, Nea Kiftsstas (west of the National Road 
lollow the signs at the turn-off for Kilissia): '8 246·8166. A 
charming taverna atop a hill. Rustic and cosy. Dinner from 
10 pm. Closed Sunday. Music, ptano and song. 
HATZAKOU, Plateia Plakas 1, Kilissia. '8 801-3461. 
Open nightly and for lunch on Sunday. Specially: Schnitzel 
Hoffman. 
GRAND CHALET, Kokktnara 38, Politeta, Killssta. 'B 
808·4837. International cuisine with Greek special ties. 
Piano and songs. Very expenstve; very fine. 
KATSARINA, Plateia Tsaldari 43, Kiftssia. 'B 801 -5953. 
Spectalties: frted cod with garlic sauce, snails, savory ptes 
and stuffed vine leaves. 
LOTOFAGOS, (Lotus Eater), Ay Lavras 4, Klftssia, behtnd 
the station. '8 801-3201 . Closed Tuesday and Wednes
day. A buffet ol unique international rectpes created by the 
charming hostess. The buffet includes a chotce of soups or 
one of two or three hors d'oeuvres; one of two special main 
dishes with vegetables, salad and wine. This restaurant IS 

pratsed all over Europe. Limiled seatmg. Reservations a 
must. 
MOUSTAKAS, Hatilaou Trikoupt and Krttls, Ktltssta. 'B 
801-4584. Also open for lunch on Saturday and Sunday. 
MT. PARNES CASINO RESTAURANT, 'B 246-91 11. 
Smoked salmon, prosciutto, Fournedos Rossmi. Ptano, 
quitar. song. Closed Wednesday. 
NICHOLAS, Kihssias Ave 270, Ftlothel. 'B 681-5497. On 
Sundays and holidays also open tor lunch. Crilpes with 
cheese stuffing, snails, dolmadakia, bekri mazes. 
NIKOS, Scopelou 5, Kifissia. 'B 801-5537. On a road 
running parallel to Odos Marathonos, turn right just belore 
the Mobil station at Nea Erythrea. 
PEFKAKIA, Argonafton 4, Drossia. 'B 813·1273; 813· 
2552. Youvetsakia stifado and large array of mezedes. 
PELARGOS, G. Lyra 83, Nea Kifissia. 'B 801 -4653. 
Closed Sunday. Specialties: roast goat, kokoretst, apple 
p1e. Retsina from the barrel. 
PICCOLO MONDO, Kifissias Ave 217, K1fiSs1a. '8 802-
0437. Phone for reservations. P1ano-restaurant wllh 
French cuisme. Mam dishes include medallions de boeul 
and escalope with tropical fruits. Closed Sunday. 
PITSOUNIA, Halk1dos 26, terminus of Kato Kifiss1a. 'B 
01·4283. Open for luncn and d1nner. Bakaliaros skordaha, 
snails. 
SARANTIDI, Plate1a Ela1on, Nea K1fissia. 'B 801-335. 
Large vartety of food, good wine. Music. Also open for 
lunch on Sunday. 

HALANDRI/MAROUSSI 
PSYCHICO/ENVIRONS 

ALATOPIPERO, Konstanl1leos/Tsavella, Marouss1. 'B 
802-0636. Youvassi and chicken sti gastra. Daily, except 
Monday, from 8:15 pm-3 am. 
AU CAP LYONNAIS, 144 Mesoge1on, Marouss1. 'B 681-
4705. Garden; closed on Sunday. 
CHRISTOS, Serron and Ethmkis Antistaseos Sts, Halan· 
dri. '8 671-6879; 647·2569. Grtlls, unusually delicious 
zucch1m ch1ps, ''biftekt special" smothered in chopped 
fresh tomato, tasty hors d' oeuvres. 
DIOSKOURI, D. Vass11iou, Neo Psych1co. '8 671-3997. 
Wide range of seafood and grilled dishes. Spec1alties: 

charcoal-grilled fish, cooked specialt1es (casseroles and 
stews). 
HA TZAKOS, lrodou Att1kou 41, Marousst Gust below the 
KAT Hospital). 'B 802·0968. A variety of seasonal dishes. 
Spec1alty: lamb in filo. 
KYRANITA, lthakis 4, Halandri. '8 682-5314. Greek 
cuisme. Music. Daily from 6 pm-2 am. Closed Sundays. 
0 MORIAS, Vas Konstantmou 1 08 and Pelopomssou, Ag 
Paraskev1. 'B 659·9409. Family taverna with very reason
able prices. Specialties 1nclude lamb in tomato sauce wtth 
pasta, grills unusually good meatballs. salads. Wine from 
the barrel. 
ROUMBOS, Ay Anton1ou, Vrtliss1a. '8 659·3515. Closed 
Friday. Pork with olives, beef au gratin, gardoumba. 
STEKI TOU ANDREA, Messmias/Kitha11onos, Fragokhs· 
sia. 'B 682-5041 . Fried bakaliaros, bifteki spec1al, snails, 
baked lish (gavros). Open nightly from 8 pm-2 am, and for · 
lunch on Sundays, 12 pm-5 pm. 
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THE VILLAGE tl, Moraitou 82 and Vrana (Neo Psychico). 
~ 671 -7775. Pleasant village atmosphere, good service. 
Specialties: lamb cooked over grapevines, frigandeli, char
coal-broiled quail. 
Tl PRASINO, Plateia Drosopoulou, Fllothei. ~ 681-5158. 
The taverna with (perhaps) the fastest service in Athens! 
The menu includes grills (sausages, chops, souvlaki and 
hamburger steak) and delicious deep fried meatballs. 
Salads. The meat is all top quality. Lunch from 7:30 
pm-midnight. 
TO SPill, Frankopoulos 56, Neo Psychlco. ~ 672-1757. 
Private home converted into cosy taverna. Menu offers 
grills, meatballs, pork in wine sauce with cheese, lava, 
salads, retsina. 

WEST SUBURBS 

PISINA, 78 lroon Polytechniou, Dasos Haidariou. ~ 581 -
2780. Piano songs, garden, swimming pool. 

PALEO FALIRON/ALIMOS 

CAMINO, Pizzaria-trattoria, Posidonos 54, Paleo Faliron. 
~ 982-9647. Piquant pastas, pizzas and choice cuts of 
meat are special; draft Heineken and Santorini bottled 
house wines. Not as pricey as neighboring Italian res
taurants. 
FONDANINA, Vas Georgiou 31 . ~ 983-0738. Specialties 
include stuffed pizza Calzone, spaghetti carbonara, rigato
ni with four cheeses, saltimbacca a la Romano, fllleto 
diabolo, Italian and Capricioso salads, chocolate mousse, 
creme caramel and cake of the day. 
GASKON TOMA, Poseidonos 20, Paleon Faliron. m 
982-1114. Open every evening. Appetizers, short orders, 
plaki (fish and vegetables cooked in wine). Ouzo and wine 
free. 
KAPRI, Posidonos, Paleo Faliron. ~ 981 -6379. Open for 
lunch and dinner, 12-4:30 pm and 7:30 pm-1 am. 
MOURIA, Ahileos 101, Paleo Faliron. ~ 981 -3347. Spe
cially: squab in season. Retsina from the barrel. 
PAPAGALO, Leoforos Posidonos 73, Eden. ~ 983-3728. 
Menu which will accommodate all moods and tastes. 
Snack and salad bars, charcoal grills, ice cream and 
crepes. Inside there is also a disco called BOX open after 8 
pm. 
PANORAIA, SeirinonfTerpsihoris Sts, Paleon Faliron. ~ 
981-3792. On Sundays open only for lunch. Short orders 
for fish and meat; shrimp. 
SEIRINES, Seirinon 76, Pal Faliron. m 981-1427. On 
Sundays also open for lunch. Short orders, rabbit in red 
wine, bakaliaros (cod). 
SIXTIES, Leoforos Poseidonos 42, Vas Georgiou. Elegant 
restaurant with nouvelle cuisine, bar and live music. 
STA KAVOURAKIA, Vas Georgiou 17, Kalamaki. m 
981-0093. Open only at night 6 pm-2 am. Crabs kavouria, 
charcoal-broiled octopus, various fish. 
NAIADES, Naiadon 58, P. Fallron. ~ 983-4557.Veal cutlet 
stuffed with prosciutto and mozzarella. Garden. Closed 
Sunday. 

PIRAEUS 

DOGA, Deliyiorgi 45, Evangelistria. ~ 411 -2149. Special
ties: snails, kebabs, kokkoretsi, pureed yellow peas with 
onions (lava). 
KAL YVA, Vas Pavlou 60. Colorful cartoon murals, dining 
balcony overlooking the sea and Microlimano; established 
reputation for excellent quality of their meats. Daily from 8 
pm-2 am. 
LANDFALL CLUB, Makriyianni 3, Zea Marina. ~ 452-
5074. Seafood and Greek cuisine. 
VASILENA, Etolikou 72. ~ 461-2457. A long-established 
taverna situated in a renovated grocery store. The owner 
provides a parade of up to 24 different courses (in the 
order that he chooses) for a fixed price. Soup is usually 
served lastl Be sure to have an empty stomach to do honor 
to this delicious food. 
VLAHOS, Koletty 28, Freates. ~ 451-3432. Bakaliaros, 
bifteki done over charcoal; start with retsina. Known as The 
Garage locally for its big front doors opening into a large 
courtyard. Open daily from 8 pm-2 am. 
ZILLER'S, Akti Koundouriotou 1. Tastefully decorated and 
popular with a floor-to-ceiling wall of potables and a 
complete and reasonably-priced menu. Overlooks the sea 
and Votsalaki Beach. Dally from 12 pm-2 am. 

GL VFADAIVOULIAGMENI SEASIDE 

ANDONIS, Armenidos 22, Glyfada. ~ 894-7423. Open for 
lunch and dinner. Shrimp ragout, charcoal grilled octopus. 

•·estnut·n••1s n11d niuht life 

CHINA restaurant 
Superb Chinese cooking in a luxurious Oriental atmosphere 

Open 12 to 3:30 p.R1. and 7 :30 to 1 a.m. 

72 EFRONIOU STREET. ILISSIA TEL: 723-3200.724-5746 
(Between Caravel Hotel & Universoty Campus1 

Red Dragon 
Kilhsia's Chine'e Re~taur~;:1 t 
Authentic Cantone'e (\li~ine 
KHiazi & Zirir.i 12 Tel: SOI -iO:H 
( n~·ar the Zi rin io S porh Centre I 

Open en·r~ e\·ening including Strrrda~ from i p. m. to I a. m 
Dinner in the trarden 

Take-away st.•n i('e '' ith dl'li,·: . .-~ "ithin the an·a 

~ 

CHANG'S HOUSE 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

The most wonderful, comfortable and ta~teful Chinese re~tauranl in 
the world, and the prices are re asonable. 

Fully air-conditioned . 
Daily lunch 12:00 to 15:30 pm. Dinner 7:30 pm to 12:30 am. 

(No lunch served on Sunday) 
TEL : 959-5191 959-5179 

15 DOIRANIS & 11 ATTHIDON ST., KALLITHEA 
Opposite Aghios Sostis Church 4th street down from Damon Hotel. 

(parallel to Leof. Syngrou Ave. 190-192, turn right) 

ill i c IJ 1 k o 
RESTAURANT 

13 ;f, ?jn 

TEMPURA SUKIYAKI 

SUSHI SASHIMI 

by Authentic Japanese Chef 

27 KYDA.THINEON ST. PLAKA 
322-0980 - 324-6851 

·--------------------------------------------~ 
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•·ttstnui·nnts nnd ninht life 
BARBA PETROS, N. Zerva 26, Glyfada (Ay. Konstanti
nos). g 891 -4937. On Sundays also open for lunch. 
Special cheese pies, kid, chicken, short orders. 
CHURRASCO, Pandoras 16, Glyfada. Slick dining, out
door terrace and bar. Specially: steak tartare, cooked at 
table. Elaborate, fairly expensive, elite Athenian crowd. 
DOVINOS, Plateia Flaming 2, Glyfada. 8 894-4249. Va
rious fish dishes, baked and grilled. 
EL GRECO, Cnr Kyprou and Feves Sts, Glyfada. 8 899-
4249. Various fish dishes, baked and grilled. 
EL PRIMO, 15 I. Metaxas, Glyfada. 8 894-1501 . Filets 
and schnitzel. Piano. 
EPICURE, 17 Poseidonos, Vouliagmeni. 8 896-1237. 
Hamburgers, fi lets. Open Thuesday through Sunday. 
EVOI EVAN, behind the Zeus boat factory, Ano Glyfada. 
8 893-2689. International cuisine. Music. 
FRUTALIA, Kelsou 5 (from Athens turn leh at Vouliagme
nis 63). 8 921-8775. Nostalgic songs in a rustic setting. 
Nightly from 8 pm. 
GEO, Venezuelas 17, Ano Glyfada. 8 962-6504. Filets, 
"sofrito". 
IMBROS, Selinisllliou, Kavouri. g 895-1139. Open for 
lunch and dinner. Fish, meat. Constantinopolitan cuisine. 
KANATAKIA, I. Metaxa/Pandoras Sts, Glyfada. 8 895-
1843. Short orders, hilopittes. Wine from the barrel. 
KASTRO BARBA THOMA, Vlahika, Vari. 8 895-9454. 
Open from 11 pm. Baby lamb, suckling pig, souvlaki, 
kokkoretsi, spleen, choice of appetizers. 
LE FAUBOURG, Metaxa 43 and Pandoras, Glyfada. 8 
894- 1556. A full menu of meat dishes including calf liver 
cooked with onions and bacon - a house specially. Open 
daily except Sunday, for dinner only. 
NAFTIKOS OMIL0S VOULIAGMENIS, 8 896-07 41. 
Fish. Terrace. 
NIRIDES, M. Kavouri Harbor, Kavouri. 8 896-1560. Filets. 
Terrace. 
PANORAMA, lliou Kavouri 4 (opposite Hotel Apollo). 96 
895-1298. Constantinopolitan mezedes, lobster, fish of all 
kinds. 
TO SMARAGDI, on the coastal road, Kato Voula. 8 895-
8207. Shellfish, fresh fish, various hors d'oeuvres. 
STATHMOS, (the station). Vouliagmenis Ave 131, Ano 
Glyfada. 8 963-3524. Offers great traditional Greek and 
International cuisine and live piano entertainment. Open 
six days a week from 7 pm. 
VARKIZA, Poseidonos 8, Varkiza. g 897-0789. Filet in 
cream sauce, T-bone steaks. Garden. 

CYPRIOT 

AMMOHOSTOS, Bousiou 43, Erythros. 8 692-0269. 
Closed Sunday. 
APHRODITE, Konitsi 12, Goudi. 8 775-2467. Garden. 
GALATEIA, 50-52 Voukourestiou, Exarhia. 8 360-1930. 
KIRKI, L. Pentelis 1, Kefalari. 8 808-0338. Garden. 
THE BEAUTIFUL CYPRUS, ldraspou 11, Ano lllisia. g 
775-6176. Garden. 

SEAFOOD 

MICROLIMANO, (or Turkolimano, as it is still called) in 
Piraeus now hosts 22 seafod restaurants, all offering a 
good meal with excellent service at a table by the sea. 
Every taxi driver knows where it is, but if you want to use 
transportation take the metro to Faliron station. Another 
less well-known and less expensive seafood row in 
Piraeus is at FRATES, around from the Zea Marina yacht 
harbor. Several restaurants offer fresh fish and a cliffside 
view of the sea. 
NAUTILUS, in Ambelokipl, one block south of the Presi
dent Hotel (off Kifissias at Fthiotidos 6), features fine 
cuisine, an elegant mahogany and linen decor, and Big 
Band Music. The cocktail bar is well-stocked and a great 
place for aher theatre/cinema get-togethers. Open 8 pm-2 
am. 8 693-0089 (Mykonos devotees will recognize Jim
my's Ornos Bistro specialties). 
ANDONOPOULOS, Frederikis 1, Glyfada. 8 894-5636. 
An old and comfortable restaurant with an extensive 
seafood menu. Open daily from morning to midnight. 
BOUILLABAISSE, Zisimopoulou 28, Amphithea (behind 
the Planetarium, Syngrou Ave). 8 941 -9082. Bouillaba1s' 
se, fresh fish and a variety of shellfish. Nightly 7:30 
pm-midnight. 
LAMBROS, on the shore road, Posodonos 20, Voula. g 
896-0144. Variety of appetizers and a good assortment of 
fish. Moderately expensive. Daily from 12 am-2 pm. 
Closed Mondays. 
PSAROPOULOS, Kalamon 2, Glyfada. g 894-5677. One 
of the oldest seafood restaurants on the marina, open year 
round: tasty dishes, tasteful prices. Open from 12 am-4 am 
and at night 8 pm-12 pm. 
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STEAK HOUSES 

FLAME STEAK HOUSE, Hadziyianni Mexi 9 (near the 
Hilton). g 723-8540. Specializes in good charcoal broiled 
steaks and chops. Bar open for cocktails. Daily from 1 0 
am- 1 am. 
PONDEROSA, Kifissias 267, Kifissia. 8 801-4493. Res
taurant-Charcoal Grill Steak House. The specially is Amer
ican-style steaks and salads. Behind Olympic Airways, 
near Plateia Kifissias. Open Monday-Friday from 6 pm-2 
am. Saturday and Sunday, from 3 pm - 2 am. 
STAGECOACH, Voukourestiou 14. 8 363-5145. Special
izes in steaks, salads and baked spuds, with an extensive 
bar. Reservations advisable. Dally 12 pm-4 pm and 7 pm-1 
am. Closed Sunday. 
STEAK ROOM, Egintou 6 (between Hllton and US Embas
sy). g 721-7445. Full menu featuring charcoal broils. 
Includes a bar. Reservations advisable. 

AUSTRIAN/GERMAN 

AL T BERLIN, Kolokotronis 35, Kefalari. 8 801-5792. 
"Filetakia" All Berlin. Live music. Garden. 
VIENEZIKI GONIA, Ventouri and Ouranias 13, Holargos. 
g 652-0275. Viennese and Greek specialties, soh music. 
Fireplace. 

CHINESE 

CHANG'S HOUSE, Doiranis 15 and Athidon, Kallthea. At 
Syngrou Ave 190-192, turn right. 8 959-5191; 959-5179. 
Reasonable prices. Open daily for lunch & dinner. Special 
chefs from Taipei and Hong Kong. 160 varieties of Chinese 
dishes. 
CHINA, Efroniou SI 72, llissia. 8 723-3200; 724-57 46. 
(Between Caravel Hotel and University Campus). Open 
daily for lunch and dinner. Superb Chinese cuisine by 
chefs from Taiwan and Hong Kong in a luxurious atmos
phere. Reasonable prices. Specialties include Peking 
Duck, spareribs, shark's fin soup etc. 
GOLDEN DRAGON, Syngrou Ave 122 and G. Olympiou 
27-29. 8 923-2316. Reasonable prices. Open daily 12:30-
3:30 pm and 7:30 pm-midnight. Closed on Sundays. 
KOWLOON, Kyprou 78, Glyfada. Open dally 12 pm-3 pm 
for lunch and 7 pm-1 am. Specialties include fried rice, 
baked duck and king shrimps. 
LONG FUNK TIEN, Alkionidou 114, coastal n~ad near 
EOT Beach B. 8 895-8083. You can choose chop suey, 
spring rolls. Chinese noodles, among at her dishes, Peking 
duck must be ordered 24 hours in advance. Every Sunday, 
Chinese buffet lunch at a fixed price. 
PAGODA, Bousgou and Leof Alexandras 3. 8 643-1990; 
644- 6259. Chinese cooking, decor and service. Dining 
room for dinner parties. Specialties include soups, prawns, 
chicken and beef dishes sweet and sour meat and fish, 
lobster Cantonese, Peking duck, steamed snake. Desserts 
include lichees, fresh mango in season and sweets. 
HUNG LU, 55 Efroniou (Opposite the Caravel Hotel). 8 
724-2735; 724-2736. Restaurant with Chinese specially. 
Open daily from 1 pm-4 pm and from 7:30 pm-12:30 pm. 
THE PEKING CHINESE RESTAURANT, 6 Fedras and 
Karapanou. 8 893-2628. We recommend anything sweet 
and sour. The chef adds chili sauce, making the sweet and 
sour slightly fiery. Open daily from 1 pm. 

THE RED DRAGON, Zinni 12 and Kyriazi, Kifissia (near 
the Zinnon Sports Canter). g 801-7034. Cantonese 
cuisine. Specialties: Malaysian noodles with shrimp, crab 
with chill, beef with fresh ginger root. 

KOREAN 

GO RYEO JEONG, Alimou 33, Argyroupolis. g 991 -5913. 
Authentic Korean, Chinese and Japanese cuisine. Park
ing. Open dally 10:30 am-4 pm; 6:30 pm-1 am. 
SEOUL, Evritanias B, Ambelokipi (near Pres1dent Hotel). 
8 692-4669. Specialties: beef boukouti (prepared at the 
table) yatse bocum (hors d'oeuvre), haimon got (seafood 
and vegetables prepared at the table), tsapche (Korean 
spaghetti with black mushrooms). 

FRENCH 

BELLE HELENE, Politeias Sq, Kifissia. g 801-7994. In a 
lovely green park with two small lakes. Greek and French 
food. Specialties include Symposia fillet with madeira 
sauce, artichokes, bacon, ham, chicken livers, cheese, 
mushrooms, chicken crepes with ham, cheese in tomato 
sauce. Open daily from 10 am-2 am. 

ERA TO, Varnali 7, Halandri (Dourou Sq). Restaurant, bar. 
Open nightly from 7 pm-2 am, except Sunday when it 
opens for lunch at noon. International cuisine (Greek and 
French). 
LE CALVADOS, Alkmanos 5 (near Athens Hilton). 8 
722-6291. A touch of Paris with a comprehensive menu 
from house pate to mousse au chocolat including a variety 
of steaks with original sauces, shrimp with curried rice, and 
cheese fondue. House wine. Specialties from Normandy 
and fine Calvados, of course. 
L'ABREVOIR, Xenokratous 51 , Kolonaki. 8 722-9106. 
Steak tartare. Garden. 
LES AMIS, Kon Palaiologos 13, Nea Smyrni. 8 935-1165. 
Filets with pineapple, avocado with shrimp. Piano and 
guitar. Closed Sunday. 
PETIT FLEUR, Plateon 6, Maroussi. 8 802-7830. Garden. 
PRAPAS, Ventiri 9 and Hadziyianni Mexi (near the Hilton). 
RestauranVbar. Open from 9 am-1 pm. 
PRECIEUX, Akademias 14. 8 360-8616. Restaurant 
above the upmarket "dell". Flounder filet, salmon filet. 
Open only at noon. Air-conditioned. Closed Sunday. 

SPANISH 

CASA MADRID, Akti Koudourioti 4, Kastella, Piraeus. 8 
412-3032. Plush interior for winter season. Free parking 
next to restaurant. Specialties include: paella, stuffed 
squid, braised lamb, beef steak with pueros sauce, roast 
pork and chicken a la Madrid. 
COMILON, Polyla 39, Ano Patissia. g 201-0592. Unusual 
appetizers, very tasty paella and sangria. Specialties: 
sepias con olivas (cuttlefish with green olives), pork man
darin (baked pork fillet with pineapple and orange). Span
ish and Latin American music. Nightly from B pm. Closed 
Monday. 
SEVfLLA, Theognidos 11-1 3 (beginning Ay Sostis 
Church). g 32-3941. Spanish and French specialties, 
music and songs. Paella, Andalusian steak, little meat 
loaves, Sevilla, sangria. 

ITALIAN 

AL CONVENTO, Anapiron Polemou 4-6, Kolonaki. 8 
723-9163. Gourmet specialties: pasta and scalloppine. 
Nightly from 8 pm-1 am. Closed Sunday. 
AL TARTUFO, Poseidonos 65, Paleo Faliro. 8 982-6560. 
Specialties: spaghetti, pizzas, scalloppine, fi llet a la Tartu
fo, carbonara, tortellini a la creme. Open daily from 12:30 
am 1:30am. 
ARCOBALENO, Nap Zerva 14, Glyfada Sq. 8 894-2564. 
Specially: shrimp proven9ale. Open daily from 6:30 pm-
1:30am. 
BELLA IT ALIA, Leof Alexandras 203. 8 642-6888. Open 
Saturday, Sunday and also for lunch. 
BOSCHETTO, Evangelismos Park, Hilton area. 8 721 -
0893. 
DA BRUNO, Ag Alexandrou 46, P. Faiiron. 8 981-8959. 
Closed Monday. 
DA WAL TEA, Evzonon and Anapiron Polemou, Kolonak1. 
g 724-8726. Spacious bar. Specialties: rigatoni with four 
cheeses, fileto Piedmontaise, sauce madeira, profiteroles. 
Nightly B pm- 1 am. 
GINO, Xenofondos 40, Glyfada. 8 963-0907. 
IL FUNGO, Poseidonos 68, Paleo Faliro. 8 981 -6765. 
Specialties: fi letta, 22 kinds of pasta, 20 vaneties of pizza, 
16 different scalloppines. Nightly from B pm-2 am. Satur
day 12:30 pm-2:30 am. Closed Wednesday for lunch. 
LA BOUSSOLA, near metro station Kifissia. 8 BOB-391 2. 
Formely "Da Bruno". Under the same management as "La 
Boussola" in Glyfada. Fillet a la Diabolo and "Triptiho a la 
Boussola" (three kinds of pasta with special sauces and 
cheese) are among the specialties. 
LA FfAMMA, Plateia Dimokratias 5, Holargos. g 651-
7355. Large vanety of Italian dishes and oven-baked p1zza. 
Takeout service. Open daily from 7 pm-2 am and on 
Sunday and holidays from noon-2 am. 
TAORMINA, Plastira 116, Nea Smyrni. 8 942-6143. 

MEXICAN 

AZTEC, Leof Kifisias 267 (near the Trohonomo). g 801 -
5335. The first Mexican restaurant in Greece. Menu in
cludes a glossary of dishes. Open Monday-Thursday; 
6:30-11:30 pm; Friday and Saturday, 6:30-12:00 pm. 
VIVA MEXICO, Grigoriou Lambraki 49, Glyfada. g 894-
5302. A new Mexican restaurant for Athens. Specialties 
are parigiada and tacos viva Mexico. Chef: Frederico 
Ramirez. Guitar music. 
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~PIROTIKI(> 
A WORLD OF CRUISES • A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE 

EPIROTIKI LINES, EPIROTIKI BUILDING 87, AKTI MIAOULI • PIRAEUS • GREECE 
TEL. 4526641-9 • TELEX: 212302, 212741 EPIR GR • FAX: 4133814 
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