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from the ABCs 

ACS 
A TRADITION 

OF 
SUCCESSFUL 
EDUCATION to the SATs 

ACS is committed to providing your child with a quality e<;iucation - in the tradition of America's finest private 
schools. An education which bridges distances by building confidence through a strong academic program 
and character through a variety of after -school activities. Reaching your child's full potential is our 

· fundamental goal. 
As a non-profit organization, ACS continuously reinvests into building a quality school. The result is that your 

' child has the advantage of extraordinary learning facilities, excellent teachers and the individual attention 
associated with an outstanding private school. 

· All ACS students - from over 50 countries - benefit from a unique learning concept, the Writing Project, a 
. multi-disciplinary, K-12 program designed to develop critical thinking and improve writing skills. For two 

consecutive years, ACS has received the prestigious Carnegie Foundation Award for excellence in education 
for the Writing and Humanities Projects. 
At ACS we believe that the more you know about us, the more assured you can feel about your child's future. 

· So, take the time to look at some interesting facts about ACS: 

• Fully accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools since 1965 
• 75% of our faculty members hold MA degrees 
• Advanced Placement (Honors) Courses and the International Baccalaureate Diploma which meets 

requirements for GCE, 0 and A levels 
• K -12 Computer Literacy, Programming in Basic, Logo, Pascal 
• Special services such as personal and college counseling, remedial programs, English as a Foreign 

Language, speech therapy, medical services 
• Intensive foreign language program including Modem Greek, German, Spanish, French, Arabic 
• Boarding facilities Grades 9 through 12 

. • Extensive facilities mcluding a computer center, gymnasium, playgrounds, science laboratories, 
libraries, art center, tennis courts, cafeteria 

• After -school activities such as field trips, cultural events, sports 
• Outstanding university acceptance record including HARVARD, MIT, GEORGETOWN, PENN, 

DUKE, DRAKE, RADCLIFFE, BERKELEY, BRYN MAWR 

ACS-Committed to learning 

For mor~ ·information please stop by the school or telephone : 

Halandri Campus: Junior Kindergarten through 12th grade, American Community Schools of Athens 
129 Aghias Paraskevis Street 152 34 Halandri, Athens, Greece. Telephone: 639-3200 Telex: 223355 ACS GR 
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18, Valaoritou St., Tel. 364-3405 
Athens, Greece. 

Registration for suitably 
qualified students. 

- BOSTON UNIVERSITY ENGINEERING CURRICULUM 
• Aerospace • Biomedical • Computer • Electrical • General • 
Manufactruring • Mechanical and Systems Engineering 

- THE THOMAS JEFFERSON PROGRAM IN BUSINESS ADMINIS
TRATION AND LIBERAL ARTS 
• Management • Marketing • Computer Information Systems • 
Human Resources Management • Accounting • Finance • English 
Literature • American Literature • Music • Fine Arts • Philosophy 
• History of Art • Journalism Radio • Television • Political 
Journalism • History • Political Science • Psychology • Sociology 
• Physics • Chemistry • Biology • Biochemistry • Mathematics. 

-GRADUATE PROGRAM IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (GPBA) 
• Economic Foundations • Marketing Concepts • Management 
Theory and Concepts • Applied Statistics • Information Systems • 
Quantitative Methods with Computer Applications • Managerial 
Accounting • Organizational Behavior. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 
360-2056, 360-2055, 361-5563 

GREEK DANCES • DORA STRATOU 

World Theatre Award 1967 (First Recipient) 
The Academy of Athens Prize 197 4 

DORA STRATOU 
THEATRE 

(PHILOPAPPOU) 

Every evening (from May to September at 10-15 p.m.) 
Matinees on Wednesday and Sunday at 8:15 p.m. 
Information: Tel.324-4395 (9-2 a.m.), 921-4650 (6.30-11 p.m.) 
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________________ Letters------------

Dear Editors, 
We very much appreciated spaggos' 

August column on whitewash, which 
told us all we wanted to know, and 
more, about whitewash in Greece. 

We were wondering, however, if 
spaggos has · done any research on 
whitewash in Britain? Greece isn't the 
only country in the world where this 
very useful substance comes in handy. 

Dear Priscilla, 

Yours, 
Priscilla Ashe 

You're right! There are still many 
whitewashed Tudor-style houses and 
picturesque thatched (mostly in plastic 
now) cottages to be seen on the rural 
byways of England. Unfortunately, 
space was limited and it was not possible 
to mention everything. 

Whitewashing really came into its 
own in the Middle Ages in England 
when the dealbator had a very profitable 

. profession since it was he who went 
from building to building whitewashing 
inside and out. From a letter of Henry 
m in 1241 we read instructions to the 
Keeper of the Works that he "cause all 
the gutters of the great Tower. .. to be 
carried down to the ground" to prevent 
the newly whitewashed walls of the 
Tower of London from being marred by 
the rainwater. 

The housekeeping accounts of West
minster Abbey and Windsor Castle both 
show whitewashers at work week after 
week "inside and out" . From these re
co~ds we not only learn that the use of" 
whitewash was prevalant in the great 
buildings of the time, but also that rain
water pipes, which the Romans had in
vented, and which had disappeared for a 
thousand years, once again were intro
duced to protect whitewashed walls. 

spaggos 
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Dear Editors, 
We enjoy reading The Athenian 

whenever we come to Greece. We re
cently bought the June issue and were 
pleased to see spaggos' column again ... 
We like the practical information and 
insight into Greek life today. 

We especially liked Samantha Sten
zel's Turkish Film Festival article. It's 
encouraging to see the renewed coop
erative-spirit between Greece and Tur
key. We 'enjoy visiting both. countries 
and observe that the people are agree
ably similar" in m~ny ways. 

Dear Editor, 

Sincerely, 
Thanas Kirkpatrick 

As was briefly mentioned in your July 
issue, the Ecumenical Patriarch Demet
rios I and Archbishop Serapheim of 
Athens and all Greece did not attend 
ceremonies in Moscow commemorating 
the 1000th anniversary of the introduc
tion of Christianity into Russia. 

It may be worth mentioning, 
however, that Patriarch Demetrios last 
June did attend the millenial 
anniversary in Finland. At Kuopio he 
was met by Orthodox Archbishop 
Johannes of Karelia and all Finland. 
During his stay, · the Patriarch visited 
Helsinki and was greeted by the Luther
an Archbishop John Wikstrom and 
other distinguished people. 

Although the majority of the popula
tion belongs to the Lutheran Church, 
the Orthodox Church in Finland has a 
long and deep tradition and is highly 
honored in our country. 

Yours sincerely, 
L eila Talvitie 

Helsinki, Finland 

Dear Editor, 
I very much enjoyed J.M. Thursby's 

article on St Paul's Anglican Church. 
This author's articles are always enjoy
able and informative reading. 

One small note: ·a !though the temple 
of Hephaistos was called the Thesion 
during the time it was used as a foreign 
burying ground, it has long since been 
given its proper appellation of the Tem
ple of Hephaistos and should so be 
noted. 

Dear Editors, 

Sincerely, 
Dave Derringer 

Having again (gratefully) received 
my copy of The Athenian, this time in a 
good quality envelope, I AGAIN 
WONDER at the lack of perspicacity (I 
can see Miss Herring riffling through the 
pages of her handy-dandy-desk-diction
ary) of THE ATHENIAN in not using 
aforesaid envelope FOR ADVER
TISING!! . 

It would be a very simple matter to 
run whatever existing stocks there are 
through a printer and have all future 
envelopes printed with your wonderful 
new slogan or whatever. 

NO COMMERCIAL ORGANIZA
TION LOSES THIS OPPORTUNITY 
FOR FREE EXPOSURE! 

Think of the many people who do see 
the envelope with or without its con
tents and the recipient can always' use 
reminding just how wonderful you are! 
Surely YOU HAVE SEEN the billions 
of bilgey words belched out by others! 

Just think of all the snappy slogans 
You can use .... 

THE ATHENIAN! Intrepid, Intri
guing, Intoxicating! 

From Politics to Playgrounds, We 
Dig Up the Dirt! If It Is Not In THE 
ATHENIAN, It Didn't Happen! 

Informing . Thoroughly Wjth In
tegrity. 

The Magazine With Wit, Wisdom 
and Wallop! THE ATHENIAN: Its 
Pages Give Pause To Peripatetic 
Papooses! 

THE ATHENIAN Informs - With 
Pleasure 

From Cover To Cover We Cover 
Goings-On Under Or Over The Covers! 

We Have The Smartest Readers In 
The World! 

More Than A Magazine: A Chroni
cle Of Life In Greece! 

Seriously , something should be 
done . 

Sincerely, 
Ron Stiletto 
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Starry nights 

The gala benefit raising funds for the 
new Acropolis Museum called "The 

Stars Shine for the Acropolis" took 
place at the Odeon of Herod Atticus on 
August 3. The event, organized by the 
Association for the Support of Cultural 
Activities (OMEPO) under the auspices 
of the Ministry of Culture, was the lead
ing social-cultural event this summer in 
Athens. In fact it . was unprecedented 
that private enterprise and the socialist 
government got so cozily together on a 
project of such scope and importance. 

The new museum is to be located at 
the foot of the Acropolis and will utilize 
the Makriyiannis Barracks, one of the 
oldest neoclassical landmarks in 
Athens. Since the museum is pointedly 
allowing space for the Parthenon mar
bles now in the British Museum, both 
the Association and the government 
were grateful to learn several days be
fore the gala that a great British name, 
that of Sir Lawrence Olivier, had joined 
the event's International . Honorary 
Committee. 

Seven thousand people jammed the 
Odeon to see a'nd be seen, while the 
Parthenon looming above and turning 
blushing shades of rose, magenta and 
vermilion during a Son et Lumiere 
show, beamed down on the glittering 
scene with benign approval. 

The seats in the lower center rows 
were said to be reserved for those who 
had donated 100,000 drachmas or more, 
but so this whiff of grand bourgeois 
methods might not overpower an occa
sion indorsed by a socialist government, 
the best tickets officially only cost 
15,000 drachmas (with the difference 
being donated under the table). As the 
seats in the uppermost tiers cost only 
3,000 drachmas, nobody's tenderly held 
political beliefs were bruised or out
raged. 

People had been enjoined days ear
lier in pious editorials from otherwise 
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our town 

not-so-scrupulous newspapers to make 
the benefit a purely cultural affair soar
ing above political factionalism. As this 
would have been an impossible 
achievement, it was not surprising that 
Mrs Papandreou, entering alone, got a 
rousing ovation. More surprising, 
perhaps, is that President and Mrs Sart
zetakis were greeted with boos which a 
number of responsible citizens quickly 
hushed up. Foreigners, who were 
numerous in the audience, appeared 
puzzled by all of these responses, . 
although they recognized nobody but 
the divine Melina who always wins ap
plause. Though the Prime Minister did 
not attend due to more pressing engage
ments elsewhere, much was made in the 
press over the fact that he had bought a 
ticket, although whether he made an 
under-thectable donation as well is un
known. 

Toute Athenes, as they say, was 
there. Never were miniskirts so short 
and so tight, nor bouffon overskirts 
more puffy. In some cases shoulder pad
ding was so voluminous that the fashion
able ladies so encumbered could only sit 
sideways. There were the usual com
plaints over who was sitting in front of 
whom and why. 

There's no doubt that over the last 20 
years · the junta and PASOK have 
pumped a lot of new blood into Athe
nian society and turned that dowdy old 
right-wing oligarchy whose ladies wore 
turbans, brocade suits and sensible 
shoes, into something a lot flashier. 

Yet bad old bourgeois habits linger 
even in this socialist heaven. When 
Athens society gets together it always 
has to complain about something, espe
cially if it's cultural. Usually it's that 
programs are too short, and encore after 
encore is demanded of sweating soloists 
who have been competing all evening 
with cooing pigeons, manic motorcyc
lists, dive-bombing bats and, in some 

instances, the . entire National State 
Orchestta. But on this occasion the 
program was said to be too long and not 
put into the right order. If this criticism 
sounded impudent to level at impresario 
Francis Francis who seems to have had 
no trouble in other parts of the world 
assembling armadas of tall ships and 
organizing centenary celebrations of 
oversized statues, it may be explained as 
a minority opinion of a society which a 
glossy magazine writer once described 
as "the liveliest of any Balkan capital". 

As everyone knows, no occasion in 
Greece is complete unless it involves 
eating. So after the performance an un
usually good and well-appointed buffet, 
hosted by Minister of Culture Melina 
Mercouri and Deputy Minister of 
National Economy Nikos Skoulas, was 
held in the · beautifully lit Stoa of 
Eumenes which joins the Odeon to the 
ancient Theatre of Dionysus. 

And then several days later, as if to 
prove that PASOK tells the truth and 
nothing but the truth and that the cli
mate for private enterprise in Greece is 
as perfect as it is for nude bathing, Ros
tropovitch and his Washingtonians 
came over here underwritten by private 
banks and companies stumbling over 
each other to see who could spend the 
most. So two more wonderful perform
ances were presented which Mstislav 
dedicated to his beloved little Meli
notchka. 

Now, if these constellations of stars 
continue dancing and making music for 
the Acropolis, harvesting more millions 
than the Mont Parnes Casino and 
AGREX put together, then the new 
Acropolis Museum is going to be bigger 
than the. British Museum itself and there 
will be a gallery the size of the Duveen . 
Room for each and every piece of what 
were formally known as the Elgin mar
bles. 0 
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Soft Underbelly? 
The extradition hearing for alleged 
Palestinian terrorist Mohammed 
Rashid has been postponed until 
September 5 to allow both the defen
dant and court to obtain more docu
mentation. 

The 34-year-old Rashid is wanted by 
the United States in connection with 
charges stemming from an explosion on 
board a Pan American flight in August 
1982 which killed a 15-year-old 
Japanese boy and wounded 15 others. 

Rashid was arrested in Greece for 
travelling under a forged Syrian pass
port. He was sentenced to seven months 
imprisonment. Rashid has acknow
ledged that he is a supporter of the 
Palestinian Liberation Organization but 
denies that he was involved in the ter
rorist incident. 

The Palestinian also claims that he 
has been mistaken for someone else and 
that his real name is Mohammed Ham
dan. But an Athens court early last 
month dismissed his claim saying they 
were able to match his fingerprints from 
a previous arrest in Greece for drug 
smuggling. 

Greek police were put on alert a few 
days after the hearing in response to 
anonymous calls threatemng terrorist · 
attacks if Rashid's extradition is 
granted. 

A PLO official, Anwar Akraa, the 
organization's diplomatic counselor in 
Athens, was quoted as saying that he 
did not believe Greek authorities would 
extradite Rashid to the United States, 
adding that the PLO would not let the 
Americans take him. 

US State Department spokesperson 
Phyllis Oakley responded by saying: "If 
the report is true, the PLO's attempt to 
influence the legal proceedings between 
the government of Greece and the Un
ited States would raise serious questions 
about the attitudes of the PLO lead
ership toward the scourge of interna
tional terrorism. We would find repre
hensible any attempt by the PLO to 
protect a known terrorist. The PLO 
should repudiate this stance." 

The dilemma over Rashid's extradi
tion and the so-far unsuccessful search 
for the attackers of the 'City of Poros' .. 
cruise ship come at a particularly bad 
time for Greece, which in July took over 
the revolving presidency of the EC. 
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by Sloane Elliott and Jeanne Bourne 

While Greece must try to improve its 
'poor anti-terrorism record', especially 
now with the world's spotlight on the 
country, it faces pressure from Middle 
Eastern countries as well. As Britain's 
foreign minister Sir Geoffrey Howe, 
said, "Greece is in a special situation 
because of its proximity to the Middle 
East and its many island borders that 
are hard to control." 

Its anti-terrorism record was further 
marred by the investigation of the July 
11 cruise ship incident that left nine 
dead and 98 injured. After investigating 

I 

Zozo the Magnificent 

officials misidentified two French tour
ists as terrorists, Le Monde called 
Greece the "soft underbelly" of · 
Europe's anti-terrorist progress. 

Although Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou said the only way to fight 
terrorism was through international 
cooperation, the former public order 
minister made a statement quite the 
opposite. In May when Greece ratified 
a European anti-terrorist convention, 
Antonis brossoyannis said Greece 
would not extradite terrorist suspects if 
they were fighting for freedom. 

She was one of the last stars of that old Levantine world when people could go 
about quarters of Istanbul, Alexandria, Lanarca, Izmir and Piraeus believing 
that they were always in the same country. 

But in on-the-spot interviews last month strapping Athenian youths up to the 
age of 30 had never heard of her. Some even thought Zozo Dalmas was a frozen 
food recently released on the market. Such is the impoverishment of modern 
life. 

Older editors, of course, knew better and rising lyrically to the occasion of her 
death declared in headlines: "The heart that broke so many hearts stops 

' beating." 
Athenians of a certain age had good reason to sigh over the vicissitudes of 

fortune when the legendary Zozo Dalmas died forgotten and impoverished in 
an Ambelokipi old people's home last month. She was 78. 

Born in Constantinople of a Macedonian father, she studied dance and voice 
in Thessaloniki and Milan. In the early 1930s she became a leading star of 
operetta in the Levant. Smitten by her charms- she had Circassian blood from 
her mother's side - men of all walks of life fell fainting around her in heaps like 
spent moths. 

Forsaking the. couch of King Fuad of Egypt whom she bewitched while 
touring The Chocolate Soldier in Alexandria, she took up with the great Kemal 
Ataturk and soon had the 'Grey Fox' down on his haunches whimpering for 
more. After their first night of love, Kemal left a thousand-lire note on her 
dressing table. Enraged by this, Zozo cut his portait out of the banknote and sent 
it back to him with a message reading, "This is the part of your anatomy that 
interests me most". During the passionate liaison that followed, when she 
danced, Ataturk drank champagne from her slipper and burned banknotes in 
front of her like incense. 

Zozo at one time confessed that she had had her performer's permit in Turkey 
withdrawn once after doing a belly-dance naked in front of Ataturk's entire 
cabinet - "but only temporarily ," she added. There were better reasons for 
frequent cabinet reshuffles in those good old days. 

Across the years one perhaps can hear Kemal whispering, "Zozo, let's buy de 
Havillands instead of Lockheeds for the Turkish Airforce and with the money 
we save I will put two flats in the Bebeki quarter into your name". But Zozo lost 
the opportunity by arriving too late at the notary public for the property transfer. 
"I just couldn't ever get to an appointment on time," she said ruefully years later. 
"But when I was with Kemal I lived like a real queen." 

Yet, at heart, Zozo didn't want to be a queen. She just wanted to have a 
meaningful relationship with a nice Greek boy. The great love of her life was 
Vassilis Laskos, commander of the submarine "Lambros Kotsonis". During the 
occupation he would surface his craft recklessly under the noses of the Nazis, to 
hold rendezvous with her. 0 
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Satellite TV settled 
The government announced that it will 
begin transmitting satellite TV prog
ramming experimentally in nine cities 
by next month (October) and has 
already signed preliminary agreements 
with several companies for broadcasting 
rights, according to an announcem<!nt 
by government spokesman Sotiris Kos
topoulos. 

The experimental broadcasting will 
be carried out by Greek Radio Televi
sion (ERT). The cities to receive satel
lite programming are Athens, Piraeus, 
Thessaloniki, loannina, Corfu, Herak
lion, Rhodes, Komotini and Florina. 

Undersecretary to the Prime Minis
ter's Office Dimitris Maroudas pro
posed the experimental broadcasting 
during a Cabinet meeting last month. 

"The rapid development and estab
lishment of new media, satellite and 
cable television, oblige us to determine 
a comprehensive confrontation that will 
enable us not only to utilize these de
. velopments but also to intervene in the 
formulation of the terms of their de
velopment," Mr Maroudas said in his 
proposal. 

He continued:. "We have often 
stressed that these issues are of vital 
importance. The modern day challenges 
and the new state of affairs in the mass 
media do not allow for any improvisa
tions, any arbitariness or any petty party 
ulterior motives." 

"Europe has already commenced the 
battle: it is formulating its own cultural 
proposal that would enable it to con
front the American invasion in the field 
of television programs. It is effectively 
confronting American and Japanese 
technology, and it is trying to lend a 
new, integrated, European face to the 
mass media, and particularly to audiovi
sual media," Mr .Marouda's proposal 
stated. 

The a'nnouncement came shortly af
ter Mayor Miltiades Evert said the 
municipality of Athens would begin 
transmission by Christmas Eve if the 
government did not take the initiative 
itself. 

Mayor Evert said that the municipal
ity did not want a conflict with the gov
ernment, but that "the time has come 
for satellite television programming for 
the Athenians." He cited a municipality 
pool' th~t showed 85 percent of Athe
nians wantsatellite programming and 73 
percent also want privately run local 
television stations. 

THE ATHENIAN SEPTEMBER 1988 

Coiffure COST AS 
. ~~"\)~ 
4"':~~ . 
c.:~~~\~ 
~0 

o\ . . 

The latest in hairstyles 
for men and women 

Miltiadou 5, Kifissia (near the Post Office) 

Tel: 808-0576 - 801-7080 

i' 
Jk-oumts ~uttqut aBalltry 

We offer an extensive range of lamps, 
statues, porcelain, cl.ocks, bronzes, furnityre 
and a fine collection of surrealist paintings. 

Specializing in Art Nouveau and Art Deco. 

For expert knowledge combined with a 
personal touch make a date with 

~-oumLs ~uttqu~ QSall~ry 
For further lnfonnatlon 
please contact Marla or 
John Koumls, telephone 
894.3271 l METAXA lS 

Vero Peso Centre, 2nd fl. 
Glyfada 166 75 

Open 10.00 a.m. - 2.00 p.m. 
and 7.00 p.m. - 10.00 p.m. 

Mon - Sat. 
Member of the Greek 
Antique and Art ·Dealers 
Association 
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Sun-sex connection 
Nude sunbathing increases the sex 

drive, leads to a longer life and a better 
sense of well-being, according to a study 
of the relationship between sunshine 
and health. 

The Daily Telegraph of London re
ported that Dr Damien Downing, 
founder of the British Society for Nutri
tional Medicine, says that limited expo
sure to the sun raises the level of sex 
hormones and the more skin exposed 
the longer the effect will last. 

"We were designed to feed on sun
light, and we suffer if starved of it," Dr 
Downing said. "After a week in the sun 
we feel more relaxed and therefore less 
inhibited, our sex hormones have been 
given a boost and our whole bodies are 
tuned for reproduction. What's more, 
the opposite sex instinctively knows it." 

He says the bikini-clad body may not 
be simply attracting the opposite sex's 
atte·ntion by his/her figure but also may 
be giving the signal: "My hormones are 
tanked up and ready for action." 

Despite Dr Downing's research on 
the subject, his claims are widely dis
puted by leading British doctors, who 
say the sun is more likely to make the 
skin leathery and bring about fatal skin 
cancer. 

V assiliou meets 
Reagan 

Cypriot President George Vassiliou 
met with US President Ronald Reagan, 
Secretary of State George Shultz and 
other officals to discuss the Cyprus 
issue. 

After his meeting with the American 
president, Vassiliou said Reagan "wants 
to support us and he wants to see prog
ress being made through the negotia
tions at the UN." 

"The Americans can contribute to a · 
just solution of the Cyprus problem by 
convincing Turkey to withdraw its 
occupation troops from Cyprus and re
spect human rights, which are sacred 
and inviolable," Vassiliou said in an 
interview with the Atl].ens News Agency 
before his departure. He added that he 
"agrees absolutely with Greek Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou that a 
just and lasting Cyprus settlement is a 
primary condition for the consolidation 
of peace in our broader region." 

The Cypriot President, accompanied 
by Foreign Minister George Iacovou, 
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held talks with Shultz and also met with 
the two presidential candidates, Repub
lican George Bush and Democrat 
Michael Dukakis. During his stay, he 
met with other American officials and 
Greek-American leaders. 

President Vassiliou said he attached 
great importance to his US trip and 
especially to the opportunity he would 
have to set out the views and positions of 
the Cyprus government on a solution to 
the Cyprus problem. 

He said the US was in a position to 
persuade Turkey, a NATO ally, to with
draw its occupation troops from Cyprus 
and restore human rights on the island. 

On June 2 Vassiliou announced a 
proposal to solve the Cyprus problem. 
It calls for the withdrawal of Turkish 
forces , disbanding the Cyprus national 
guard and reunifying the island with an 
emphasis on improving living conditions 
for Turkish Cypriots. 

Adio llellenikon 
The Greek government has announced 
the Hellenikon American Airbase will 

· close even if the two governments reach 
a new agreement on the future of all the 
American military bases in Greece. 

Government Spokesman Sotiris Kos
topoulos said that "one of the decisions 
taken by the Greek government is the 
closure of the Hellenikon Air base." He 
said Greece would not agree to transfer 
the base to Crete or allow it to be inte
grated into the huge American naval 
and air base at Souda Bay in Crete. 

Mr Kostopoulos also said that nego
tiations were "tough and time consum
ing" but progress has been made in for
mulating the underlying principles of a 
possible future agreement. ·The two 
governments finished the eighth round 
of talks in August and will resume in 
Athens this month. The negotiations 
are expected to continue until the end of 
the year. 

A Western diplomatic official said 
Greece has altered its negotiating posi
tion over the last few months. Instead of 
seeking specific American guarantees of 
safeguarding Greece against a Turkish 
attack Greece is now pressing for a 
change in the ratio of aid given to the 
two countries. The US currently gives 
seven to ten ratio of aid to Greece and 
Turkey, respectively. 

A Greek diplomatic source said: 
·".Why not one to one? Greece wants to 
safeguard its paramount national in
terests but this does not mean guaran-

tees specifically for our eastern borders, 
but rather some guarantees on issues of 
balance of power." 

The present five-year Greek-US De
fense and Economic Cooperation 
Agreement (DECA) signed in 1983 ex
pires at the end of this year. Greece has 
formally notified the United States that 
if an agreement has not been reached by 
that time they will have 17 months in 
which to remove the bases. 

The United States has four major 
bases in Greece and 12 lesser facilities 
with a total of 4500 military personnel 
and dependents. 

Mixed Marriages 
The Council of Europe Parliamen

tary Assembly approved a recom
mendation to give high priority to multi
ple nationality in mixed marriages. 

Speaking on the issue, Greek parlia
mentarian Pavlos Sarlis said, "Each 
spouse should have the right to take on 
the nationality of the other without Ios- . 
ing his or her own. He added that the 
children of mixed marriages would also 
have the right to dual nationality. 

The draft recommendation stated: 
"The Assembly recommends that the 
committee of ministers instruct the 
European Committee on legal coopera
tion to give priority to a thorough ex
amination of the question of multiple 
nationality in mixed marriages, includ
ing the children born of such marriages , 
with a view to amending the Council of · 
Europe's convention on reduction of 
cases of multiple nationality." 

Sarlis said that there are millions of 
mixed marriages in Europe today and 
any measure that is taken in support of 
multiple nationality would help in bring
ing about European integration. 

Following the recommendation, an 
international European Convention will 
be drawn up, which would amend the 
1963 convention to grant the right to a 
second nationality for spouses and their 
children. · · 

Visit postponed 
Greek Prime Minister Andreas 

Papandreou announced that he will not 
reciprocate Turkish Premier Turgut Oz
al's state visit until after Greece has 
finished its turn as President of the EC. 

"I cannot visit Turkey as President of 
the Community; I will go after the end 
of the Greek presidency," · Papandrequ 
told reporters . . 
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• For the first time in its 59-year history 
there were women graduates in the 1988 
class at Athens College. Girls were first 
admitted to the second-year class of the 
college's two elementary schools in 
1977. At the graduating ceremony it was 
announced that the new stadium on the 
Kantza campus would be named in 
memory of Alexander Athanassiadis 
who was murdered by the 17 November 
terrorist group last spring. 
• The Athens City Council has voted to 
expropriate the long abandoned Fix 
Brewery on Syngroi.J A venue and trans
form the immense building into a cultu
ral and exhibition center. 
• Former bank manager George 
Goukos was acquitted of charges of 
fraud by a court in Ioannina last month. 
The decision came as a surprise as it was 
widely believed he had stolen seven bil
lion drachmas in illicit transactions as a 
manager ofthe Central Bank of Greece. 
He fled to Switzerland but was extra
dited to stand trial here. Goukos was· 
convicted of usury and given a five-year 
prison term. Said the accused blandly, 
"Usury is to be expected in business 
transactions." 
• Addressing PASOK's central com
mittee recently, Prime Minister Papan
dreou said that Greece would not accept 
lessons in terrorism from anyone and 
that efforts made to entangle Greece in 
this context were comical. Later he said 
that the opposition's trying to capitalize 
on scandal issues was "in bad taste". He 
concluded that the 1989 spring which 
will bring elections will be ··a spring that 
lasts many years". 
• A week before the Ministry of Public 
Order announced that the weapons 
used in the City of Poros terrorist attack 
came from Libya, Colonel Gaddafi had 
sent a message of condolence to Prime 
Minister Papandreou. "I would like to 
assure you once again. my friend ... the 
message read, "of our full solidarity 
with the Greek people and condemna
tion of all forms of terrorism that endan
ger the lives of innocent people ... 
• The state continues to challenge the 
property rights of actor Anthon~· Quinn 
who bought 120 srremmara (.:Ill acres) of 
land on the island of Rhodes in 1960. 
Quinn paid 60.000 drachmas ($2000 
then) for the property on condition that 
h'e establish a film center there. TwentY
e ight ~'ears later the center has vet to be 
built. 
• In a poll cnndul'tl'd b\' Enl'orlim. the 

. nnlv speL·ialized public llpinilln l1rg~1-
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nization in Greece, 18 percent of those 
asked agreed with the proclamations 
left by the urban terrorist 17 November 
group on the site of its 15 assassinations 
of leading Greek businessmen and 
American military personnel since 
1975. As regards the $500,000 reward 
offered by the US government for in
formation leading to the arrest of those 
responsible for the murder of military 
attache William Nordeen, 21 percent 
said they would not even consider giving 
such information if they had it. Six per
cent of those questioned thought 17N 
should enter the political arena. 
• Three days before an international 
convention of Jehovah's Witnesses was 
to be held at the Stadium of Peace and 
Friendship in Piraeus, permission to use 
the venue was withdrawn. About 20,000 
people from abroad had already made 

hotel bookings. The JWs protested the 
cancellation showed "extreme intoler
ance and bigotry to 'foreigners at the 
peak of the tourist season which Greece 
could ill afford considering its bid to 
host the 1996 Olympics". Although au
thorities claimed the conference was a 
security risk, it is known that the Ortho
dox church strongly opposed it. 
• Toni Maroudas, "the troubador of 
love" , died recently at the age of 68. He 
made a name for himself as a crooner in 
the US and Europe during and just after 
World War 11. }lis duet with Sophia 
Loren in The Boy on the Dolphin was an 
international hit. A gaffe was made at 
his funeral by Press Secretary Sotiris 
Kostopoulos who sent a wreath in
scribed to Dimitris Maroudas who hap
pens to be his boss, the Press Minister. D 

Socie~ 
Expeditions 

Time for 
a vacation? 

(/rilf.£ off 
Tropical Tours 
the reliable name for an exotic holiday 

Tropical Tours is an expert tour operator specializing in FIT's and 
groups to overseas destinations. 
Be it a pleasure trip to the Seychelles, an expedition to Borneo, a 
trekking tour to Tibet, or a safari to some remote areas of northern 
Cameroon, Tropical Tours can handle all necessary arrangements 
quickly, efficiently and at a reasonable cost for you. 

Tropical can also book your life-time's experience with Sobek or 
Society Expeditions, the world-known adventure tour oper
ators. 

For more information 
please contact 

11. Voukourestiou (cmr w. Panepistimiou) St., 
106 71 ATHENS - Tel. 3607168, 3631912, 3636748, 3637486 
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~viewpoint~ 

Terrorist acts expose political blunderings 

T he recent tragedy aboard the cruise 
ship City of Poros could not have 

come at a worse time for Greece. At 
the height of the summer season, the 
terrorist attack is expected to hurt tour
ism which is one of the country's chief 
sources of income. Not surprisingly, 
the TV and press publicity following 
the attack, which reached a point of 
hysteria in France since most of the 
victims were French subjects, was ex
tremely damaging. Greece was por
trayed as a country of free-roaming 
terrorists who go about massacring 
tourists. 

Of course this picture is greatly ex
aggerated but the terrorist attack did 
undoubtedly highlight the inadequate, 
patchy and inefficient way the state 
authorities run this country. It also 
pointed out blatant flaws in the func
tion of a lame government characte
rized by improvisation and utter confu
sion. 

It is, of course, totally unfair to 
blame the Greek government and its 
security forces for the terrorist attack 
itself, which could hardly have been 
averted, let alone expected. If any
thing, "the salvage operation" of the 
passengers following the attack seems 
to have been performed fairly smoothly 
under the circumstances. It should by 
pointed out as well that airport security 
has recently been tigl).tened and high 
marks accorded its diligence. It is also 
true that Greek security services have 
lately been cooperating closely with 
their western counterparts on matters 
of terrorism. Though these terrorist 
attacks in Greece, whether of the local 
or the Arab/foreign variety, are not 
few, it would be an exaggeration to 
speak of "a wave of terrorism" sweep
ing the country. Tourists can't be said 
to risk their lives by coming here: 
Greece, after all , is a country with a 
very low crime rate, boasting some of 
the safest cities in Europe. 

None the less , it is true that the 
Greek government in the past has en
couraged a relationship . with the PLO 
and .the Arabs which has allowed va
rious Arab terrorists to feel that Greece 
is a fertile ground for the violent solu- · 
tion to their differences. Furthermore; 
it seems possible that Greece now has 
become the target for hard-line Arab 
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terrorists ever since the Papandreou 
government has closed ranks with. west
ern countries in combatting terrorism. 
Such extremists of the Abu Nidal varie
ty may now feel betrayed by the Greek 
socialists and are striking back indiscri
minately. Therefore the quicker the 
Greek government adopts a firm stand 
towards the PLO and all Arab govern
ments which covertly encourage terror
ism (e.g., Libya), the less likely it is to 
have more City of Poros incidents on its 
hands. 

Greek security services under both 
this and the previous conservative 
administrations have proved totally in
capable of combatting terrorism parti
cularly of the dosmetic type. "17 
November" and ELA terrorists con
tinue to strike unpunished . It doesn't 
take much acumen to realize that a 
special anti-terrorist squad . must be 
formed and trained to maximun effec
tiveness by western specialists in order 
to stop terrorism. Year after year 
Greek securuty services continue grop
ing in the dark in search of "17 Novem
ber" , blundering along like total 
amateurs. To put it mildly , the weak
ness of the Greek police following the 
City of Poros attack was palpably ob
vious. 

There is little doubt , nevertheless, 
that the government, plagued by its 
usual lack of coordination and char
acterized by a state of disorder and 
disharmony, exacerbated the seemingly 

messy investigations, thereby fur
nishing grounds for criticism in the 
foreign press. Not only did the port 
police and the city police trip over one 
another in their competitive pirouettes, 
but Minister of Merchant Marine Yian
nopoulos and Minister of Public Order 
Sehiotis fired off confusing and contra
dictory statements. The chaos reached 
a climax with the branding of French 
passengers as terrorists, a rash and 
thoughtless action which incurred the 
justified wrath of France. Mr Yianno-

poulos entered the world of the absurd 
when he urged Greek journalists 
(whom he had characterized as writers 
of sci-fi a few days earlier) to form a 
"working team", become amateur 
sleuths and present their own conclu
sions on the terrorist incident to the 
Ministry. 

If Greece fell victim to an exagger
ated foreign media attack concerning 
the terrorism issue, the City of Poros 
incident drove in once again some 
home truths. The country is in the 
midst of a crisis: the state apparatus is 
in a condition of decomposition ; an 
inefficient government at the helm and 
an ineffective opposition posing as a 
viable alternative. 

It is not the tourists who need worry ; 
it's the Greeks. The source of the 
threat in this country is not terrori sm 
but the decline and decomposition that 
pervades political life. 0 

F . Eleftheriou 
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Cruising. in the wake 
of tile· "City of Poros" 
Once again, terrorism has sent Mediterranean 
cruising into convulsions, but it's likely to have a 
negligible impact on the industry worldwide. Our 
Business W at eh columnist considers the impact of the 
recent "City of Poros" attack and fills us in on the 
revolution sweeping the world of shipboard holidays 

by Nigel Lowry 

N othing could be less glamorous 
than the pictures of the wreck
ed saloon and top deck of the 

small cruise vessel "City of Poros" and 
its dazed and bloodied survivors which 
were flashed around the world after the 
ship fell victim to a terrorist attack on 
11 July. For the cruise industry, which 
depends on its glamorous image, no
thing could have been potentially more 
disastrous. 

Cruising is the fastest-developing 
part of the tourist industry and it's one 
in which Greece plays a major role. 
The scale of investments and the 
amount of design and marketing talent 
which is currently being sunk into 
'floating hotels' both here and abroad is 
staggering. Yet tourism gurus predict 
that cruising may still be only on the 
verge of the most spectacular boom in 
its comparatively short history. 
However , fear of violence in the 
Mediterranean is the maggot in this 

otherwise juicy apple. 
The "City of Poros", an island-hop

ping vessel, was returning to Piraeus on 
the last leg of a one-day tour of the 
Saronic Gulf when terrorists aboard 
indiscriminately opened fire and hurled 
grenades at passengers, leaving 11 dead 
and numerous hospitalized. 

The outrage recalled the events of 
i985. That year a TWA airliner was 
hijacked after take-off from Athens 
and the Italian cruise ship "Achille 
Lauro" was subsequently seized by ter
rorists after a call in Egypt. 

Whether these episodes by them
selves would have been enough to pre
cipitate the almost total American stay
away from Europe during the following 
18 months is open to debate, but a 
travel advisory issued by US President 
Reagan that June. warning Americans 
not to travel to Greece certainly en
sured the Greek tourist season was 
scuppered. 

"Song of America", acknowledged to be the first of the 'modern' cruise ships 
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For Greece's cruise shippping enter
prises, this was the backdrop to the 
"City of Poros" attack. While cruising 

· ~ the Caribbean and elsewhere has 
been going from strength to strength , 
the Mediterranean (which is second 
only to the Caribbean as the world's 
largest market for this kind of holiday) 
has struggled to win back its traditional 
American clientele. Not only are 65 · 
percent of all cruise-takers American, 
but they are also by far the biggest 
spenders on board and in port. 

During the last three years, Greece 
has tripled its national advertising 
budget in an effort to turn the situation 
around. Shipowners , together with the 
National . Tourist Organization, re
cruited a variety of prominent Amer
icans - including TV and movie stars, 
former President Jimmy Carter and 
even President Reagan's own daughter 
- to publicize the safe and happy time 
they had vacationing or cruising in 
Greece. 

The results have been good, but 
cruise lines were nevertheless pinning 
their hopes on next year rather than 
this for a return to the level of bookings 
in 1984. Then the ''City of Poros" in
cident ... and a fear that all the hard 
work may have been destroyed. 

During the first days after the 
tragedy a spate of cancellations seemed 
to confirm the worst fears of those in 
the tourist trade. Four tour· groups 
from the US, totalling 400 people, 
scratched their bookings at the Hotel 
Athenaeum Inter-Continental. One 
Greek cruise firm, Sun Lines, received 
an immediate 200 cancellations for this 
season and a similar number for next 
year. 

Nevertheless , as this article is being 
written, it appears as though a stam

-. pede of cancellations - on the scale of 
; 198S:-; mdy have been avoided. There 

are ·a number of differences this time 
round. First, there has not been , nor is 
there likely to be, a repeat of the 
Reagan travel advisory. Second, the 
incident took place later in the season , 
making it more difficult for waverers to 
make new holiday plans. Third, travel 
agents have managed to convince the 
public that the "City of Poros", on a 
one-day excursion, was not part of the 
cruise market proper. 

Despite the attack, Greece has also 
demonstrated its security-conscious
ness. A special US congressional task 
force spent a week in Greece and qe
clared the Greek cruise industry \'{aS 
the world l eader in security procedures. 
All the majqr Greek cruise vessels now 
employ specla:J' security firms and hold 
airport-style embarkation checks on 
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The port of Piraeus 

passengers. It was probably th~ eff~c
tiveness of security measures taken 
aboard the main cruis~rs that pointed 
the terrorists to th~ on~-day cruis~ fk~ t 
of four or five vessels whicl~ sa ils fro m a 
quay at Paleo Faliro . Her~ . it has been 
admitted, security - if it t.' X i st~d at all 
was unfortunately not of the nrder of 
that protecting ships in tht• CL' ntral pnrt 
of Piraeus. 

Since 1 9~5 . the port has rnksignc·d 
its passenge r terminal in ordn to 

restrict entrance and it has installed 
video surveillance and bett~ r checking 
equipment. An elite squad drawn from 
Greece's Harbor Corps (Coast Guard) 
has been on anti-terro rist training 
courses at a special centcr in Baltimore. 
However, Greece has mnre than ~llll 

ports which theoretically ought to be 
protected, so the scale of the problem 
facing the government and security 
forces is vast. But one of the l~ssons to 
be drawn · from the "City of Poros" 
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episod~ is that counte rmeasures have 
to b~ compr~h~ nsive if th~y are to be at 
all effective. Although terrorists are 
frequ L' ntlv lab~ lied ·mad' . they are 
rare· !~· foolish ~nough to choose well
pw tect ~d targds wh~n there are easier 
altc rnatiws. 

On th L' sh ips th~ms~lws. profession
al SL'curit\' m~asures have prov~d a 
success and can b~ imp l ~me nt~d by 
L' Xisting ere\\' mc•mb~rs for as little as 
$7000. accnrd ing to som~ ex·p~rts. Ken 
Luck . a· wl'll-knmvn figur~ in marine 
security. camL' to G r~~c~ at the h~gin

ning of last y~ar and dr~w att~ntion to 
the small cost of providing protection. 
cnmpar~d fnr exampl~ with the $400 
million law suits fi led by passengers 
aboard th~ "Achill~ Lauro". While he 
congra tula t~d shipown~rs in Greece on 
taking security to heart . Luck criticized 
the industry for its complacency before 
1985 . 

Passengers have put up with in
creased screening with good humor and 

on some ships the better organization 
which has come with security-con
sciousness has actually meant faster 
boarding! Nevertheless , there are limits 
to what can be done. Erecting Stalag
style perimeter fencing at any of the 
more charming island putts, or station
ing tanks to guard the quays, would 
destroy the reason for ships to call at 
such places at all . 

One of the most controversial steps 
being discussed by cruise lines is em
ploying, 'sea marshals' , or armed secur
ity guards aboard the ships. This would 
again be following developments in the 
airline industry. According to a British
based firm prepared to hire out ex
military personnel for such a purpose , 
the use of sea marshals could reassure 
passengers and "almost certainly deter 
terrorists who discovered or suspected 
his presence aboard a ship they were 
considering attacking." 

On the brighter side, cruise lines are 
today pondering how best to act on the 

1 5 



,.,. 
,. 1 

Royal Cruise Line's brand new "Crown Odyssey" leaves the shipyard 

dawning realization that the cruise mar
ket is product-led. That is to say that, 
rather than the ships simply serving a 
need which already exists naturally, 
holidaymakers who book cruises for 
themselves are responding to a particu
lar ship, a particular itinerary - a par
ticular concept - sold to them by the 
shipping lines. As only about five per
cent of Americans and Europeans have 
ever taken a cruise, the feeling is that if 
only new and better cruises can be 
dreamed up the market is virtually un
tapped. 

Hence the era of the 'specialist' 
cruise is already here. There have been 
nudist cruises, nature-spotting voyages 
and giving-up-smoking cruises. Premier 
Cruise Lines of the US offers three and 
four-day cruises out of Cape Canaveral 
packaged in with three days at Disney 
World. Windstar Cruises has returned 
to a flavor of bygone days with two 
sleek, newly-constructed sailing ships 
which are said to have proved highly 
popular since their debut a few months 
ago. 

In the Mediterranean , which is 
generally considered the poorer 
brother of the North American/Carib
bean market, there is also more variety 
than ever before. A Norwegian ship, 
the "Black Prince", was recently con
verted and now sports a floating marina 
which drops down from the stern when 
the ship is at anchor, providing a board
walk and leisure area around a fully
protected seaborne swimming pool. 
The "Black Prince" is designed to visit 
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out-of-the way spots on the Mediterra
nean coastline. Meanwhile, Sealink 
British Ferries has begun offering 
week -long Venice-Piraeus-Istanbul 
round-trips as an extension of the 
romantic Venice-Simplon Orient Ex
press train service. 

But it is the Greek cruise lines which 
are dominant in the Mediterranean. 
Lines such as Epirotiki - one of the 
largest passenger ship companies in the 
world - and Sun Lines offer value-for
money cruises of three, four, seven and 
14 days' duration in a variety of prog
rams covering Italy, Greece and the 
islands, Turkey, Egypt, Israel and the 
Black Sea .. Chandris, which made its 
passenger shipping reputation on the 
UK-Australia round-the-world liner 
business, also has two cruisers offering 
budget-price holidays to a mainly Euro
pean clientele . 

Greek lines, which own about 20 
percent of the present 180-strong world 
cruise fleet, also deploy many ships in 
the Caribbean and the emerging areas 
of the Far East, Scandinavia and Alas
ka. However, there is a difference be
tween cruising in the Caribbean and the 
Mediterranean. While the main attrac
tion for passengers in local waters is the 
Mediterranean's matchless combina
tion of natural beauty spots and histor
ical interest, the ships themselves are 
often the focal point in the burgeoning 
Caribbean market: and the vessels are 
becoming larger and more futuristic 
every season. 

Greek shipowners, who are famous 

for their caution about investing in new 
ships, while they are experts at freshen
ing up older vessels at relatively small 
cost, have also joined the race to enter 
the new era- but at present only for the 
Caribbean. Explains Andreas Pota
mianos , the president of the Associa
tion of Greek Passenger Ship Owners: 
"With the kind of profits we make on 
Mediterranean cruises, it's not possible 
to go in for a new building. It is if you 
are operating in the US maybe ... ". 

The price tags and the beauty of the 
new ships are staggering. The largest 
cruise ship ever, the 70,000-ton 2500-
passenger "Sovereign Of the Seas" has 
just entered service at a price of $175 
million . Greece's own Royal Cruise 
Line, which was a pioneer in such 
concepts as combined air-sea holidays 
and on board credit cards, this summer 
took delivery of its own $160 million 
new ship, the most expensive Greek 
vessel ever; and Chandris Lines has 

· ordered a similarly-priced ship of its 
own. To begin Caribbean cruises in 
1990, it will be the first newly-built 
passenger ship in the company's his
tory. 

There are even more extravagant 
projects on .the horizon. An Indian
born British businessman, Ravi Tikoo, 
has declared his intention to order the 
building of a unique $500 million ship, 
codenamed "The Ultimate Dream". 
One of the unique features of the ves
sel, which is designed to carry 3500 
passengers, is that its accommodation 
section is modelled in an S-shape, 
enabling every cabin to have its own 
private balcony and a clear sea view. 
"The Ultimate Dream", however, is 
not as ultimate as the "Phoenix" pro
ject of Norway's Kloster Cruises. So 
big no one shipyard can build it, the 
vessel Kloster has in mind will be more 
of a floating city than a floating hotel. It 
will carry 5600 passengers and cost 
$1000 million. 

Greek cruising is having to keep 
pace with these developments. The 
prize now is owning the most profitable 
ships afloat. Already, almost three 
times as many passengers sail from the 
port of Miami alone than crossed the 
Atlantic by sea in 1929, during the age 
of the great liners , and interest in holi
days at sea is set to continue to grow 
meteorically as long as the shipowners 
are interested in putting so much 
money and ii);lagination into the indus
try. 0 

Nigel Lowry 

Nigel Lowry is Deputy Editor of Nafti
liaki's Greek Shipping Review and the 
Newsfront Greek Shipping newsletter. 
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& 
INTERNATIONAL LEBANESE 

GREEN H]LL SCHOOL 
DEDICATED TO QUALITY IN EDUCATION 

Nursery through 12th Grade 

The School is located in a quiet and beautiful suburb of Kifissia. 
We have the right environment,- far from noise and pollution. 

The Green Hill School is an independent, private school and 
works for the whole foreign community in Greece. The school is 
coeducational with Day and Boarding facilities for ages 3 years and 
up. 
· The school is officially recognized by the Greek Ministry of 
Education. All the transcripts, certificates or diplomas issued by the 
school are accepted and recognized by schools and universities 
.world wide. · 
The school offers the following: 
• Complete curriculum of international education which meets the needs of 

students coming from the Middle East, Europe, Africa and other countries. 
• English is the primary language of the school. The English curriculum is 

strongly American based in concept and design, but students may also be 
prepared to enter British schools and universities. 

• Prepares the 12th graders to sit for international college entrance exams 
such as TOEFL and SAT for American colleges and GCSE and A Levels for 
British universities. 

• Counseling and placement services for further education in American, 
Canadian and British institutions of higher education. 

• Strong and well organized EFL and AFL (Arabic as a Foreign language) 
departments. 

• Arabic language is mandatory only for students coming from Arabic-spea-
king countries. · 

• Computer literacy program for grades 3 through 12. 
• Special courses in drama, psychology, Greek, French and Spanish lan

guages. 
• Maintains specialized and experienced teaching staff in all areas of studies 

including Sports (P.E.), Music, Fine Arts and other extra curricular activities. 

For further information, an appointment or registration, contact: 

MR. M. SBEITI, Director- B.Sc, MBA (USA) or; 
MS. JEANINE ALLISON, Principal • B.A; M.ED., (University of Toronto, Canada) . 

. Please write or call: 17 KOKINAKI STR., KIFISSIA 14561 
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Education under fire 
A shaky agreement reached recently between government and 

teachers is only the beginning of a struggle to overhaul an archaic 
school system and its antiquated facilities 

T he 1988 summer term was a merci
less one for Greek education, but 

then throughout the 1987-8 school year 
parents grieved, students protested, 
teachers marched and education minis
ters came and went with dizzying 
rapidity. · 

The world of Greek education has 
been a traditionally explosive one ever 
since the colonels sent a tank crashing 
through the gates of the Athens 
Polytechnic in 1973 - an event that was 
to herald the junta's downfall eight 
months later. 

But what really rocked and shocked a 
public that is by all accounts well accus
tomed to a turbulent, if not chaotic, 
paedagogic system, was the six-week 
walk-out this summer by some 45,000 
disgruntled secondary school teachers 
across the country. · 

Editors were inundated with piteous 
letters from despondent schoolchildren 
eager to get back to their desks (Greece 
is renowned for having one of the shor
test school years in Europe). Chat 
shows reeled late into the night with talk 
of teachers' demands. Year-end and 
national university entrance examina
tions were substantively delayed by the 
walk-out and government-teacher 
negotiators underwent marathon talks 
that rarely ended before sunrise. 

The effects of the strike, which 
affected around 350,000 students, rip
pled through the academic community 
far into the long, hot summer when 
fiercely competitive entrance examina
tions for contested places at the coun
try's 17 state-run universities and coun
tless technical colleges were finally com
pleted . 

But what has come of the teachers' 
demands? Will the media bells, in 
months to come, again peal for the de
serving state of Greek education? What 
did educators achieve? And do the 
changes bode well for the future? 

Throughout the year teacher .unrest 
did much to expose an archaic educa
tion system that in many ways has 
scarcely changed since it was founded 
by Bavarian King Otto , shortly after 
Greece became an independent state in . 
the 1830s. Like most public sectors it 
remains severely hampered by an all
powerful bureaucracy, iagging far be-
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by Helena Smith 

George Papandreou 

hind its western European counterparts 
in structure and standards while smar
ting from criticism that it regiments its 
pupils with an all-out emphasis on rote
learning. 

Ever since the 1960s , teachers have 
pressed various governments to in
crease spending on education to 15 per
cent of its total outlay. The demand , 
which has never been met- education is 
currently allocated just under 10 per
cent of the governments budget- is now 
considered crucial if chronic shortages 
of books , classrooms and equipment are 
to be redressed. 

According to Mr George Papan
dreou , the American-born son of 
Greece's socialist premier, who took 
over the education portfolio from the 
avuncular Mr Apostolos Kaklamanis in 
June, the government exhausted all its 
means to find a solution to end the 
strike . 

What the teachers had to say at the 
declaration of a compromise 
agreement, reached after 14 hours of 
talks, could not, however, echo more 
different sentiments: said Mr Thomas 
Kourtis , who heads ·. the secondary 
school teachers' union (OLME) , "The 
government's proposals approach some 
of the goals weve been struggling for ... 
but our battle to upgrade education 
wont stop here." 

The accord made no mention of in
creasing the government's budget on 
education . or fully satisfying the 
teachers' economic demands. 

What it did include, however , was a 
government pledge to boost operational 
school costs by up to 25 percent as well 

as pave the way for future dialogue. The 
latter can hardly be scoffed at given the 
fact that one of Greece's more vibrant 
education ministers , that wacky intel
lectual with a Cheshire Cat smile, Mr 
Antonis Tritsis, gave up the post after 
months of confrontation with high
school educators. Nor can the former be 
taken too lightly, as teachers, in addi
tion to denouncing rudimentary shor
tages, have long complained of being 
unable to meet school bills at the begin
ning of each school year. 

"In some cases schools were opened 
without water and electricity last Sep
tember , because bills hadn't been paid ," 
OLME's vice-president , Dimitris Bal
lomenos said on one late night TV show. 

There can be no denying that Greek 
public high school teachers do have a lot 
to grumble about. According to Euro
pean Community statistics, they are 
among the lowest-paid in the 12 Com
munity countries. A married depart
ment head with over 30 years' experi
ence earns what an inexperienced Athe
nian taxi driver also takes home in a 
month - 90,000 drachmas. A newly
appointed teacher at the bottom end of 
the pay roll has a take-home salary of 
approx imately 59,000 drachmas 
monthly. 

Despite its being a popular profes
sion there are no teacher training col
leges for high school educators in 
Greece. Of the 4000 applications 
teachers made for further training in 
1987, only 363lottery winners got places 
and educational science is not offered at 
any of the state-run univenst1 es. 
Teachers are also frequently expected 
to supplement extra-curricular activities 
themselves. Th is, and the lack of other 
frin ge benfits , partly accounted for their 
demand for a 30,000-drachma book 
allowance, although Mr Kourtis did not 
fail tu make the pointed aside that the 
book a llowance was " imperative for our 
own self-improvement due to the non
existence of teache r training colleges" . 

State school teachers usually wait 
seven years after graduating before 
being appointed to a post usually out
side their place of origin. Because of the 
severe lack of teacher training colleges 
they have no chance to recharge their 
batteries and turn up at the school total-
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ly inexperienced, Mr Kourtis said. 
"We won't be satisfied until educa

tional science is instituted at university 
level and teacher training academies are 
increased," said Pavlos Antonopoulos, 
a biology teacher. 

To boost their meager earnings high 
school eduators often give private les
sons or put in time at the frontisterion or 
cram school. Created partly out of the 
scramble for coveted places at tertiary 
level institutions, students daily pile into 
classes at the frontisteria for more 
gruelling lessons at the ·end of a regular 
school day. 

Other teachers, however, maintain 
that the effort by students to gain an 
academic edge has downplayed the tra
ditional role of the school and made 
attendance at cram schools a prere
quisite for high exam scores. The argu
ment is frequently counterbalanced, 
however, by even more teachers who 
complain that the regimented school 
curricula laid down by government-dic
tated guidelines stifle a child's creativity 
and dispense learning that has become 
largely old-fashioned. 

Although foreign language and his
tory books were recently updated , sci
ence and mathematics teachers still 
complain of an outmoded curriculum. 
"Our science books are particularly out
dated. For instance the textbook I teach 
from still doesn't include nuclear phy
sics," said Spyros Spyrou, a physics 
teacher. 

Under the new agreement, however, 
the grim realities will subside. As of this 
term high-school teachers are to receive 

· a 30,000-drachma bonus in extra income 
every three months. They will also be 
allocated a 20,000-drachma book allow
ance, although both figures come far 
short of fulfilling their original de
mands. 

But Mr George Papandreou, 36, a 
sociolgist by training, says he sees 
education as one of Greek society's 
more prominent problems and has 
pledged to demand 15 percent of the 
government's next budget on educa
tion . 

Like Mr Tritsis, he also says he wants 
to see the system create "well-rounded 
people" by modernizing antiquated 
facilities, boosting Greece's meager re
search and postgraduate studies and 
establishing well-stocked lending librar
ies and reading rooms - a currently non
existent thing - at tertiary level institu
tions. 

"Lots more has to be done and it's 
going to be an enormous challenge," he 
said after securing his first political vic
tory in the troubleshooting post. 

Educators , more than anyone else, 
would agree with him on that . 0 
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FOR YOUR CHILD's EDUCATION 

AND WELFARE, 
CHOOSE ST. LAWRENCE COLLEGE 

• PASTORAL CARE 
· Given that the vast majority of our staff are permanent residents 6f 

Greece and that class sizes are small, we have managed over the years 
to establish a high reputation for serious pastoral care. This has fostered 
a special community spirit within our caring environment. 
• LEISURE 
The busy child is a happy child, so we make provision for worthwhile 
leisure activities. Clubs and activities may be intellectual (based on 
academic departments), cultural (including music and drama) or based 
on hobbies. 
• GAMES 
We know that sporting opportunities complement academic excellence 
so participation is encouraged at all levels and matches are regularly 
played both at inter-house level and against other schools in Athens. 
• MUSIC AND ART 
The School is noted for the quality of its work in Art and Music, which is 
well up to British independent school standards. As the Head of the Music 
Department at St. Lawrence is the official representative of the 
Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music, our School is the centre 
for RSM examinations taken in Greece. 
Art is taken seriously right through the School and those who wish are 
prepared for entrance to British Art Schools. 
• ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
In our attempt to cater fully for the needs of our expatriate, diplomatic and 
business community drawn from over 30 countries and 9 Embassies, our 
School has built up extensive experience in the teaching of English as a 
second language. 
'k A HAPPY KINDERGARTEN 
Our Kindergarten, situated in ideal surroundings and staffed by a 
dedicated team of well-qualified teachers, provides for a small community 
of younger children who discover how to live together and who acquire 
the basic tools of learning. 
• OUR ACADEMIC RECORD 
In recent years .. St. Lawrence College has successfully placed pupils at 
the following British Public Schools: Aldenham, Alleyn's, Bedford, 
Bloxham, Epsom, Leighton Park, Stowe and Trent. 

. On the basis of their 'A' level success, our pupils have won places at 
Universities, Polytechnics and Colleges throughout the world, but in 
particular the U.K 
From a perusal of the statistics published of overseas and home results, it 
will be seen that the results of St. Lawrence's pupils are markedly higher 
than those of other overseas and British Centres. 
Please ring : 894-3251 , 894-2725. 
Mailing Address: 4, Delta Street, Hellinikon, Athens 167 77, Greece. 
Telex: 223037 ANAG GR. 
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TASIS HELLENIC 
International School 

a branch of the American School in Switzerland 

·is part of a proud tradition · 
For over 30 years TASIS Schools 

have been recognized leaders, in international education. 
This reputation for excellence is founded on: 

1) A qualified faculty, small class size (faculty/student ratio 1:8) and firm 
discipline. 

2) A Kindergarden through 12th grade program which includes: American 
College Preparatory and Advances Placement, British G. C.E. ~English as a 
Foreign Language, and Computer Literacy, as well as Post Graduate Year . 

3) A highly successful College and University placement record for U .S., 
Canadian and British Universities. 

4) Unique opportunities for travel and extra-curricular activities afforded by 
campuses, in England, Switzerland and France. 

5) A wide range of athletic activities. 

6) Recognized by DoDDS - the largest world-wide network of American 
Schools; 

7) Accredited by the MIDDLE STATE ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS AND 
COLLEGES. 

Elementary school in Vrilissia 
High school in Kefalari-Kifissia 

For more information concerning tuition and programs, 
·please call: Director of Admissions, 8081-426 or write: 
TASIS HELLENIC International School, P.O. Box 51025, Kifissia 145 10, Greece. 

T ASIS HELLENIC 
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Theodore Vryzakis' patriotic "Lord Byron's arrival at Mesolonghi, January 4, 1824", National Gallery, Athens 

On By~on: man and myth 
Two hundred years after his birth Byron remains controversial as a poet 

and especially as a fascinating, many-sided personality 
each of whose facets contains its own antithesis 

I was buying spinach at the laiki a few 
weeks ago when John Zervos tap
ped me on the shoulder and asked if 

I knew anything about Byron. I replied, 
"Well , yes and no," and was about to 
make a dash for safety, when he also 
asked if - in that case - I would speak a 
few words on the subject for an audi
ence at the Athens Centre. 

When trapped, one says rash things 
like "Yes" and may even go on to make 
things worse by reflecting breezily that, 
even if Byron's poetry isn't all it might 
be, at least Don Juan has a certain rol
licking vigor. (The opinion wasn't ori
ginal; I read it in a paper so years ago, 
but had always liked the idea. John re
minded me that the epic is rather long, 
so I took a look at it.) 

In its first hundred stanzas I didn't hit 
a line of poetry, but could' t help making 
some ticks in the margin. One couplet 
brought a wan smile to.my lips because 
it might have been written for my father: 
a cavalry officer who (this much I can 
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safely affirm) was once active: then re
tired. 

A better cavalier ne'er mounted horse, 
Or, being mounted, e'er got down again. 

Another couplet: 

Her thoughts were theorems, her words a 
problem, 

As if she deem 'd that mystery would 
ennoble 'em-

didn't even make me smile. The lines 
reminded me of someone else- this time 
my own responsibility, and an expensive 
choice. 

I could only nod sagely at three more 
lines on a related theme: 

Don Jose and the Donna lnez led 
For some time an unhappy sort of 

life, 
Wishing each other, not divorced, but 

dead. 

And that was all I could warm up 
to , because Don Juan flips ori for an
other 500 pages, and my deadline was 
breathing down my neck. The night be
fore the ordeal , I took a long last peek 
and chanced on a stanza with a good 
rumble to it: 

Between two worlds life hovers like a 
star, 

'Twixt night and morn, upon the 
horizon's verge. 

How little do we know that which we are! 
How less what we may bel The 

eternal surge 
Of time and tide rolls on, and bears afar 

Our bubbles; as the old burst, new 
emerge, 

Lash' d f rom the foam of ages; while the 
graves 

Of empires heave but like some passing 
waves. 

Not an.original idea, yet even the finest 
poetry may produce no more than an 

21 



In early illustrated versions of "Childe Harold's Pilgrimage" the features of the hero 
soon took On those of the poet 

uncomfortable tweak to old comfort
able thoughts. I also found a prose pre
face inserted somewhere in the middle, 
where Byron lets fly at his pet hate, the 
British Foreign Secretary, Lord Cast
lereagh: with the Czar of Russia and the 
Austrian Foreign Minister , a wielder of 
the right wing backlash after the 
Napoleonic Wars. In 1819 Shelley 
wrote: 

I met Murder in the way-
He had a mask like Castlereagh. 

And when this most hated man in 
Europe committed suicide two years 
afterwards, Byron penned the uncere
monious· epigram: 

So Castlereagh has cut his throat! - the 
worst 

Of this is that his own was not the first. 

In the prefatory words to Don Juan, 
Canto VI he claims to express: 

the opinions of all whom his [Cast
lereagh's] whole existence was consumed 
in endeavouring to enslave ... As to 
lamenting his death, it will be time 
enough when Ireland has ceased to 
mourn for his birth . .. I, for one of mil
lions, looked upon him as the most de
spotic in intention, and the weakest in 
intellect, that ever tyrannised over a 
country. It is the first time indeed since 
the Normans that England has been in
sulted by a minister (at least) who could 
not speak English, and that parliament · · 
permitted itself to be dictated to in the 

Recently on the BBC Michael Foot 
called Don Juan "one of the great acts of 
courage in English literature". Certain
ly no poet before Byron ever dared to 
pass off such wayward verse-narration 
or forced a strict ottava rima form to 
accommodate rhymes so outrageously 
improbable, and with such inattention 
to the regular stresses of the iambic 
pentameter. 

January saw two exhibitions of Byro- · 
niana mounted in Athens by the British 
Council in a bid to justify the ways of 
God to Maggie. This year is the 200th 
hundredth anniversary of the poet's 
birth, and such festivities are a consola
tion to those in need of reverence for the 
famous literature of the past, even if- or 
just because - they ·haven't read it. 

Has anybody out there read Byron? 
Five out of 50 perhaps. When I was 

language of Mrs. Malaprop. Byron with naval battle in background 
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reading the Romantic poets at school, I 
was given swatches of Wordsworth, 
Keats, Sheiley and Coleridge, but no 
Byron. Many years ago one of his biog
raphers gave a lecture at the British 
Council in the grand British tradition 
of predictability-at-every-cost entitled 
'Byron and a Biographer'. (If this dis
cussion rated a corresponding title, it 
might be 'Byron and an Ignoramus'.) 

All the same, in trying not to let you 
down, I have had to tear up so many 
pages of notes and contradictions that 
my confusion may. well reflect the one 
aspect of this man which crops up in 
everything I've read about him: his com
plexity. For there is Byron the poet, 
Byron the prose-writer, Byron the ex
emplar of his rank and time, Byron as a 
politician in the House of Lords, the 
lover and the hater, the darling of Lon
don's high society but also the outcast 
and exile, Byron the· man of action, 
Byron the meteoric influence and pun
gent reality, and (blotting out the rest , 
for quicker comprehension) Byron the 
myth . More interestingly still, even 
these many facets are insufficient to ren
der even a general picture, because each 
of them contains its own antithesis. 

· In him the 18th century grandee, all 
rationality and haughtiness and wit, 

clashed yet coexisted with the liberal 
Romantic, all emotion, 'born f01 
opposition' as he called himself: a man 
who hated hypocrisy and despotism in 
their prevailing forms of Church or 
State or the Hanoverian Dynasty, or 
decorous behaviour at home or cautious 
language anywhere, or foreign military 
occupation in disunited and defenseless 
lands like Italy under the heel of the 
Austrians, or Greece under the Turks. 

To his fellow Peers in Parliament he 
spoke out for Catholic emancipation in 
Ireland and parliamentary reform in 
England, as well as against a bill to 
introduce the death penalty for factory 
workers rash enough to break their 
weaving frames. Unlike persons in au
thority before and since, he hated war
yet he was obsessed with the figure of 
the lone embattled warrior, and finally 
wanted only to die fighting for the inde
pendence of a race he hardly knew, and 
for whom he eventually. had barely a 
good word to say. 

His love affairs were public property. 
Society ladies looked on him as a kind of 
trophy; driving up to his door to offer 
themselves for his pleasure, and then 
driving off again to enjoy the fame it 
brought them. But when his scandals 
including tales of incest with his half
sister - drove him out of England, he 
also lapped up the notoriety these 
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brought him. 
As a man of action , he channelled 

funds to the freedom-fighters of Italy, 
but in Venice's Palazzo Mocenigo car
ried on his dolce vita with Countess 
Teresa Guiccioli. And although he went 
on to Greece in 1823 to play whatever 
role he could in its War of Indepen
dence, it remains a question how effec
tive , with a club-foot, he might have 
been on any battlefield. 

It may be in his prose that his rare 
blend of irreverence and gravity lives on 
with special force; if only because prose 
-with its inherent , dreadful tendency to 
spread- demands more of a writer in the 
way of honesty, makes it just a bit har
der for him to get by with high drama
tics , covers up nothing and exposes all. 

There is no telling what was lost to 
literature when, after Byron's death, his 
publisher and two other trusted friends 
burned up the manuscript of his 
memoirs, in deference to public decen
cy. At least there remain the prefaces 
and annotations to his longer works, 
and the 11 volumes of letters and jour
nals now restored to their unexpurgated 
form; here we can still sense the pinch of 
day-to-day reality- urgent or unglamor
ous by turns. some of it shameful , all.of 
it burningly alive or darkening with time 
towards the end- and get an extra help
ing of his unvarnished views on politics, 
current events and public personalities: 
always the most villainous, for him, the 
opportunist-liberals who turn conserva
tive. (The type abounds in every genera
tion.) 

He was 22 when he saw the Parth
enon Sculptures being carted to Piraeus 
for their sad journey to England: 

... when they carry away three or four 
shiploads of the most valuable and massy 
relics that time and barbarism have left to 
the most injured and most celebrated of 
cities; when they destroy, in a vain 
attempt to tear down, those works which 
have been the admiration of ages, I know 
no motive which can excuse, no name 
which can designate, the pe1petrators of 
this dastardly devastation ... The most un
blushing impudence can hardly go furth
er that to affix the name of its plunderer 
to the walls of the Acropolis; while the 
wanton and useless defacement of the 
whole range of the basso-rilievos, in one 
compartment of the temple, will never 
permit that name to be pronounced with
out execration. 

Outside Greece, however, the name 
continues to be pronounced with as little 
execration as if Thomas Bruce, Earl of · · 
Elgin - not Phidias - were responsible 
for their existence. 
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"Byron in Suliot Dress" by Thomas Phillips, British Embassy, Athens 

What Byron wrote about the Greeks . 
in 1810, with the enemy still sitting on 
their backs, deserves to be remembered 
as long as they remain in fatal ~epend
ence on foreigners, whether these be 
friends or foes, tyrants or liberators , 
exploiters or protectors: 

At present, like the Catholics of Ire
land and the Jews throughout the world, 
and other such cudgelled and heterodox 
people, they suffer all the moral and 
physical ills that can. afflict humanity 
... They are so unused to kindness, that 
when they occasionally meet with it they 
look upon it with suspicion, as a dog 
often beaten snaps at your fingers if you 
attempt to caress him. "They are un
grateful, notoriously, abominably un
grateful!"- this is the general cry. Now, 
in. the name of Nemesis! For what are 
they to be grateful? Where is the human 
being that ever conferred a benefit on 
Greek or Greeks? They are to be grateful 
to the Turks for their fetters, und to the 
Franks for their broken promises and 
lying counsels. They are to be grateful to 
the artist who engraves their ruins, and to 
the antiquary who carries them away; tc 

the traveller whose janissary flogs them, 
and to the scribbler whose journal abuses 
them! This is the amount of their obliga
tions to foreigners. 

Well said - though the only category 
he skips is that of whoever flatters them 
for the wrong reason: the tourist who 
knows nothing; the secret agent who 
cares less; the local chauvinist politician 
who knows and cares nothing about 
anything else; the travel agencies that 
advertise the country's brighter side 
alone; the Tourjst Organization and the 
Ministry of National Education and Re
ligious Creeds. 

When Byron pitted the generous fury 
of his youth against the complacent 
greed and indifference of maturity , he 
was right to castigate Europeans for 
their broken promises and lying coun
sels, but he ·had still seen only a limited 
degree of the sinister ambiguity in their 
rulers' foreign policy, and nothing of the 
machinations of those native operators 
who have always bartered off the rest of 
their compatriots at a high profit to 
themselves. 

Both these trends - the foreign and 
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the home-grown - would swell to heal
thy proportions through most of the' 
next two centuries, but (and it's an im
portant but) Byron himself, in the same 
notes to Childe Harold's Pilgrimage, 
goes on to say about the Greeks: 

There seems· to be no very great obstacle, 
except in the apathy of the Franks, to 
their becoming an useful dependency, or 
even a free state with a proper guarantee; 
- under correction, however, be it 
spoken, for many and well-informed 
men doubt the practicability even of this. 

Here 'even a free state' comes 
second , though Byron's guarded opin
ion of any 'proper guarantee' touches 
the central fact , releases the recurring 
decimal of one small nation's teeming 
history throughout the ages. 

For Greeks have been pelted, de
luged, saturation-bombed with proper 
guarantees - and what has it ever 
brought them except invasion, occupa
tion , abasement and , in later times, the 
sour fruits of neo-colonialism? 

We can list the Roman guarantee in 
196 BC, the Turkish alliance with the 
Byzantines in 568 AD, the West Euro
pean promises of 1095 and the fatal 
concessions soon after to Venetian trad
ers in Constantinople, one insignificant 
request for assistance from a Burgun
dian knight in 1205, the Russian blan
dishments of 1770, the guarantee of 
Greece's independence by the Protect
ing Powers in 1829-1830, the French and 
British promise of support to Greek 
troops in Asia Minor in 1920, in the 
1930s the friendship-pact of the Metaxas 
dictatorship with Mussolini's Italy and 
Nazi Germany, in 1944 two successive 
British denunciations of the collabor
ationist Security Battalions, the Treaty 
of Varkiza in 1945, the Truman Doc
trine two years after that and, in 1960, 
the guarantee of Cyprus's independ
ence: briskly violated in five short days 
in 1974 by each of its three guarantors in 
turn - with the whole abominable story 
still unfinished. 

Each of these perilous appeals and 
pacts and proper guarantees has ended 
in either open domination (hushed or 
noisy makes no difference), subtle con
trol or else complete betrayal. By sheer, 
shameful repetition all of it has been 
kneaded and ground into the nation's 
psychological heritage, though the 
memory is also too unflattering for 
Greeks to dwell upon, and is usually 
remembered late, manifesting itself in 
an effortless antipathy to foreigners in 
the abstract, which only increases with 
the rise in tourism. 

In 1810 Byron could just glimpse the 
possibility of a Greece liberated from 
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Byron with the helmet he designed but never wore in action 

the Turks in order to become a useful 
dependency of England. And if this is 
just . what it became barely 20 years 
later, he was partly - if unwittingly -
responsible. 

Finally, his poetry has aroused mixed 
feelings always, but for reasons chang
ing with the time. Much of what once 
had people swooning or tickling all over 
Europe and America before the wintry 
onset of the Victorian Age - and 
throughout it too, but behind closed 
bedroom doors by candlelight - to us 
sounds like derivative, unprofitable 
bombast or a posturing, gorgeous but 
outmoded. 

Still two or three love poems will 
never be missing from the anthologies, 
and · I confess a debt to The Oxford 
Dictionary of Quotations, with its har
vest of 230 items from his work alone 
second in quantity only to Shakespeare, 
Milton, Tennyson and Dr Jobnson. But 
these 230 gems are culled from an out
put nearly as large as Shakespeare's. My 
memory has been refreshed, or ignor
ance given a jolt, by certain famous 
phrases like "the homage of a tear", 
"Time the avenger", or " the fatal gift of 
beauty", and some felicitous lines like 

· "The waves bound beneath me as a 
· steed I That knows its rider" and "Twas 

twilight, and the sunless day went down 
I Over the waste of waters" . 

B etween the spare lyric, the doggerel 
epic and the creaking verse

dramas, I prefer an intermediary realm 
where Byron's observations on history, 
psychology and the politics of his time 
are still valid for today and make one 
think . In his fusion of satire with sad
ness , and with wisdom, he hits every nail 
on the head, without taking any one of 
them too seriously; like 

Christians have burnt each other, quite 
p ersuaded 

That all the Apostles would have done as 
they did, · 

or better still: 

All tragedies are finish'd by a death, 
All comedies are ended by a marriage, 

or a simple truth about the sexes, which 
no one has said better: 

Man's love is of man's life a thing apart, 
'Tis woman's whole existence. 

Nor can he miss scoring a bull's-eye at 
the later Wordsworth, 

Who both by precept and example shows 
That prose is verse, and verse is merely 

prose. 
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Still more appropriate: 

Now hatred is by far the longest pleasure; 
Men love in haste, but they detest at 

leisure, 

or once again, but with a special echo for 
the present century: 

"Let there be light," said God, "and 
there was light!" 

"Let there be blood!" says man, and 
there's a seal 

Shelley's celebrated definition of 
poets (stated also by Dr Johnson half a 
century before) as "the unacknow
ledged legislators of the world" applies 
particularly to Byron's long blank-verse 
sequence, Darkness: written yesterday, 
it speaks to us today about the nuclear 
winter of tomorrow: 

I had a dream, which was not all a 
dream. 

The bright sun was extinguish' d, and the 
stars 

Did wander darkling in the eternal space, 
Rayless and pathless, and the icy earth 
Swung blind and blackening in the 

moonless air; 
Morn came and went- and came, and 

brought no day, 
And men forgot their passions in the 

dread 
Of this their desolation; and all hearts 
Were chill' d into a selfish prayer for 

light: 
And they did live by watch fires- and the 

thrones, 
The palaces of crowned kings - the huts, 
The habitations of all things which dwell, 
Were burnt for beacons: cities were con-

sumed, 

The waves were dead; the tides were in 
their grave, 

The moon, their mistress, had expired 
before; 

The winds were wither' d in the stagnant 
air, 

And the clouds perish'd; Darkness had 
no need 

Of them - She was the . Universe. 

Before coming on symphonic pas
sages like this, or other wry or resonant 
perceptions that crop out just as you're 
giving up the search, it's true that you 
have to plough through volumes of high
class trash- yet even that may be a part 
of Byron's virtue. One English critic 
wrote, "The great writers are the over
producers," in the sense that without 
waste and excessive energy there is no 
achievement. 

Nor was it only sad experience that 
brought Byron these flickering insights. 
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In the opening to his mock-heroic En
glish Bards and Scotch Reviewers, writ
ten when he was 20 in revenge on his 
critics in The Edinburgh Review, he not 
only sends most of his contemporary 
scribblers to Hell, but also explodes any 
fashionable veneration of literature 
itself, thereby twitching the rug out 
from under his own feet, without a 
qualm, and with a courage normally 
denied to writers: 

Oh, nature's noblest gift-my grey goose 
quill! 

Slave of my thoughts, obedient to my 
will, 

Torn from thy parent bird to form a pen, 
That mighty instrument of little men! · 

Here we have the added paradox of 
Byron not taking even himself too 
seriously, when most of his life he was 
also playing to the gallery, ministering 
to the expectations of a fluffy and ador
ing - though equally stiff-necked and 
loathing- public, while swallowing his 
own legend too of the doomed Roman
tic hero. With all these contradictions, it 
is small wonder that he was always run
ning away from something. Here the 
item on him in Chambers' Biographical 
Dictionary gives a just evaluation: "His 
greatness lies not so much in that he 
created a world of fantasy but that he ' 
learned to escape back to reality!" 

·This is where Greece comes in - at 
first almost by accident. In view of later 
history, it is interesting that what could 
well be recognized today as Byron's 
'most significant comment on Greece's 
fight for liberty is one short passage in 
The Age of Bronze, his 778-line tirade 
against the Congress of Verona in 1822, 
the latest in a rash of congresses staged 
by the Quadruple Alliance, where Eng
land, Austria, Russsia and Prussia sent 
their delegates to eliminate untidy signs 
of liberalism or democracy in Europe. It 
was only a year since the standard of 
revolution against Turkish rule had 
been raised by the subject Greeks: 

Lone, lost, abandon' d in their utmost 
need, 

By Christians, unto whom they gave 
their creed, 

The desolated lands, the ravaged isle, 
The foster' d feud encouraged to beguile, 
The aid evaded and the cold delay, 
Prolong' d but in the hope to make a 

prey;-
These, these shall tell the tale, and Greece 

can show 
' The false friend worse than the infuriate 

foe. 
But this is well: Greeks only should free 

Greece, 

Not the barbarian, with his mask of 
peace. 

Nonetheless there is an ambiguity a
bout his final gesture one year later. Just 
how innocent is. it possible for any fore
ign· aid to be, whether official policy or 
private sacrifice? 

Britain's attitude towards the Greek 
rebellion was ambivalent from begin
ning to end: committed to preserving 
the integrity of the Ottoman Empire 
but, at the same time, no less eager to 
set a buffer-state against the imperialist 
designs of Russia. Just as interested was 
France, so far as it had any coherent 
policy either as it rocked from revolu
tion to coup d'etat to monarchy res
tored, and what bit of territory was bet
ter placed than the southern tip of the 
Balkan Peninsula? So while preserving 
the Ottoman Empire as another coun
terweight to Russian activities in the 
Near and Middle East, where France 
and Britain were both extending 
empires of their own, each also found it 
politic to give the Greeks a measure of 
support - as unadmitted and mealy
mouthed as foreign protection is at any 
time, short of outright conquest. 

B yron had come romping through 
Greece on the Grand Tour at the 

age of 22. Thirteen years later he was 
back again, but as representative of the 
London Greek Committee, to negotiate 
a British loan to the insurgents. Of 
course money and supplies were what 
they needed, but did Byron - with his 
political shrewdness- really not foresee 
the crippling effect that loan would have 
on the buffer-state-to-be? 

I r 

Drawing by Harlow, 1816 
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Lord Byron's residence at Mesolonghi where he died in April 1824 

Its implications were anticipated by 
Kolokotronis, who couldn't read or 
write. 

In the 1820s Greeks could certainly 
not imagine that, after shaking off the 
Turkish tyranny, they would · be re
warded with an absolute monarchy 
more alien still. An 18-year-old puppet 
German king would rule by decree 
through a tactless regency of Bavarian 
bureaucrats assisted by 3500 Bavarian 
troops to make the message clear to an 
excited , victorious, wild people in a 
shattered and bleeding land , for the ex
clusive benefit of three distant powers , 
each suspicious of the other and jock
eying for control of a strategic area. It 
was to E ngland that the loan would have 
to be paid back; and an imported 
monarch susceptible to browbeating by 
a British ambassador must preside over 
the repayment if he wished to keep his 
throne . The Tm;ks would go, but neither 
the debt nor the country's domination 
by yet other envoys. 

Greece's . revolution was a peasant 
war. Yet the one revolutionary leader 
with whom Byron ever came into close 
contact during his three-and-a-half 
months on the Greek mainland was the 
suave and educated Prince Alexander 
Mavrokordatos from Constantinople 
who was as willing to subject Greece to 
British dominion as his forebears and 
their fellow-Phanariots had been to 
serve the Turks as puppet administra
tors of their empire since the 15th cen
tury. 

Vital too to victory was unity, but 
discord was all Byron found upon arriv
ing on qne of the Ionian Islands occu
pied by Napoleon when he extinguished 
the Venetian Republic, and 17 years 
later seized by the British. On 28 · · 
September 1823 Byron wrote in his 
journal: 
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As I did not come here to joi;, a faction 
but a nation - and to deal with honest 
men and not with speculators or pecula
tors (charges bandied about daily by the 
Greeks of each other) it will require 
much circumspection to avoid the char
acter of a partizan - and I perceive it to be 
the much more · difficult - as I have 
already received invitations from more 
than one of the contending parties - al
ways under the pretext that they are the 
"real Simon Pure". - After all - one 

· should not despair - though all the for
eigners that I have hitherto met with from 
amongst the Greeks - are going or gone 
back disgusted. 

Whoever goes. into Greece at present 
should do it ... in the hope that time and 
better treatment will reclaim the present 
burglarious and larcenous tendencies 
which have followed this General Gaol 
delivery. 

One can. only admire this faith of his 
in time and better treatment, since what 
Greece had to outgrow was not a mere 
370 but more like 2000 years of slavery, 
degradation.and neglect. And at least he 

:~ ; . , , f' .' • 

Theodore Kolokotronis 

didn' t go away disgusted . Three weeks 
later a shadow begins to fall over his 
journal when he writtes of how 

... the calm though cool serenity of a 
beautiful and transparent Moonlight -
showing the Islands - the Mountains -
the Sea - with a distant outline of the 
Morea traced between the double Azure 
of the waves and skies- have quieted me 
enough to write - from which (however 
difficult it may seem for one who has 
written so much publicly to refrain) is 
and always has been to me - a task and a 
painful one - I could summon testimo
nies were it necessary- but my handwrit
ing is sufficient - it is that of one who 
thinks much, rapidly -perhaps deeply -
but rarely with pleasure. 

But - "En A vant!" - The Greeks are 
advancing in their public progress - but 
quarrelling amongst themselves. I shall 
probably bon gre mal gre be obliged to 
join one of the factions - which I have 
hitherto strenuously avoided in the hope 
to unite them in one common interest. 

But Greeks unite under their own 
steam, and not at the prodding of 
others; who usuaHy see Greece's in
terest as identical with , if not subject to, 
their own. And it remains a question 
whether this land's luxuriant calamities 
have been due more to its disunity or to 
its well-wishers' eager steps to mend it. 

There is no doubt that Byron came 
with good intentions . Yet the best of 
such intentions have a hard time surviv
ing any connection with the policies of 
far-off governments; involved for
eigners forget this. Already the steely 
sid e of geopolitics shows through a let
ter that Byron wrote in Italian to Mavro
kordatos on November 30: 

. . . Conflicting rumours have reached us 
here of new dissensions in the Greek 
government, indeed of the outbreak of a 
civil war. With all my heart I wish these 
may be false, or at least exaggerated, for 
I can imagine no disaster more terrible 
for you than this. I must confess to you 
frankly that if order and unity of some 
kind are not established, all hopes of a 
loan will be in vain, - assistance that 
Greece could expect from abroad, and 
that would be neither trifling nor worth
less, will be suspended and perhaps final
ly blocked. And, what it worse, the Great 
Powers of Europe .. -. will be persuaded 
that Greeks are npt capable of governing 
themselves; and they will arrange some 
means of putting a stop to your disorders 
and thereby blast your brightests hopes, 
and all your friends' hopes too. 
Here my question is: what friends, or 
how valuable their hooes? 

THE ATHENIAN SEPTEMBER 1988 



Alexander Mavrokordatos 

A month later Byron cros~ed to the 
mainland. The penultimate entry 

in his journal is a series of stanzas writ
ten on his 36th birthday, 22 January 
1824: 

'Tis time this heart should be unmoved, 
Since others it has ceased to move; 

Yet, though I cannot be beloved, 
Still let me love! 

My days are in the yellow leaf; 
The flowers and fruits of love are 

gone; 
The worm, the canker, and the grief 

Are mine alone! 

The fire that on my bosom preys 
Is lone as some volcanic isle; 

No torch is kindled at its blaze -
A funeral pile. 

The hope, the fear, the jealous care, 
The exalted portion of the pain 

And power of love I cannot share, 
But wear the chain. 

Tread these reviving passions down, 
Unworthy Manhood - unto thee 

Indifferent should the smile or frown 
Of Beauty be. 

If thou regrett'st thy Youth, why live? 
The land of honourable Death 

Is here: - up to the Field, and give 
Away thy breath. 

Seek out - less often sought than found 
A Soldier's Grave, for thee the 

best: 
Then look around, and choose thy 

ground, 
And take thy rest! 

I once thought this was a neat sum
mary of his youthful loves, later com
mitment and now ebbing life. The reviv-
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ing passions in fact refer to his unre
quited sentiments for a 15-year-old 
.page-boy called Loukas Chalandritsa
nos, whom he had brought with him 
from Cephalonia. 

Not three months later, Byron was 
dead. The news sent shock-waves 
through Europe, but Greece's inde
pendence was still a dream , and the war 
to win it an extended nightmare, punc
tuated by two civil wars to add spice to 
the national destiny. In the end the 
Byronic pose and gesture let him down. 
He wanted the honor of a death in bat
tle , but he didn't get it. He died in his· 
bed - quite uncomfortably enough - of 
malaria from the swamps around Meso
longhi, and an over-application of 
leeches. 

Still he could not have sought or 
found a better place to take his rest. The 
eyes of the world were on that fishing
village on Greece's northwest coast, 
which had already been holding out 
three years against a Turkish army, and 
once even managed to blockade the be
siegers. Poets abroad were strumming 
their lyres to the enraptured notice of 
sympathetic intellectuals and the bony 
eardrums of contemporary statesmen. 
A handful of foreign enthusiasts and 
opportunists were also turning up in 
Mesolonghi , to show how Byronic they 
too could be, with a stretch of the im
agination. 

Byron's obstreperous style and tor
rential versification had made him the 
most famous personality on two conti
nents. For Goethe, he embodied the 
very spirit of the age - though it was also 
an age when alliances and governments 
were doing their successful best to bury 
the risky effects of the French Revolu
tion under the grim slab of reaction. 

Even today Byron is more a household 
word, however, than either Czar Alex
ander I, Prince Metternich or Viscount 
Castlereagh. 

Greece's most interesting poet of the 
19th century, Dionysios Solomos- safe 
on Zakynthos across the water, but in 
imaginary earshot of · the cannons of 
Mesolonghi - would be choosing its re
sistance for the theme of his projected 
masterpiece, The Free Besieged, though 
the story's fearful end would prove so 
much for him that he never got beyond a 
few preliminary sketches. ' 

To frustrated or persecuted liberals 
everywhere, Greece's fight for freedom 
was a beacon, and Mesolonghi the heart 
of the flame. But Byron missed out on 
the siege's last two years, and the final 
act that C. M. Woodhouse has described 
succinctly: 

When at last it became obvious that re
sistance co~tld continue no longer, the 
garrison resolved to break out by night, 
taking every man, woman and child with 
them; and although the sortie failed ... 
and only a handful survived the final 
sack of the town, Ibrahim's victory and 
his troops1 inhuman exploitation of it so 
stirred the emotions of Europe that the 
full independence of Greece was in the 
end assured. Mesolonghi ranks with 
Thermopylae and Dunkirk among the 
great victories that have settled the course 
of history against their victors. 

My only quarrel here is with the term 
"full independence". In 1830 a· mere 
third of present-day Greece was de
tached from the Ottoman Empire. Just 
what degree of essential liberty was per
mitted to · even that small portion, is 
another story, also unfinished. 0 

"The Death of Lord Byron" by J.D. Odevaere, 1826. The Byron myth gained 
new life from the poet's early death in Mesolonghi 
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The author fishing in the Acheloos south of Pigai 

Exploring remote Pigai, 
·the beauties of a Pindus village 

Off the beaten track, there still exists a Greece where 
one can visit a 17th century church alone, pick wild 
flowers, or fish for trout in an unspoiled stream 

by Mary Lee Couls~m and Nikos Vassiliou 

' 0 ff the beaten track' is no ion
ger a phrase that leaps to 
mind when one thinks of 

Greece. Successful efforts to bring in
creasing numbers of tourists to the 
country have familiarized foreigners 
with the rewards of the Hellenic land
scape in numbers that would have awed 
that archetypal traveller and guide, 
Pausanias. 

Although a blessing to the national 
economy, the annual invasions have 
also resulted in many former havens 
becoming fashionable meccas along 
asphalted pilgrimage routes that hurtle 
along to the most far-flung corners of 
the land. The temple of Apollo at Bas
sae, for example, surely originally one 
of the most remote delights in the Pelo
ponnese and one all the more appreci
ated after a good tramp to reach it, for 
many years now has been accessible by ' 
automobile, right up to its pullman
sized parking lot. 

Happily, there do still exist in Greece 
areas that do not lend themselves to 
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such mass approach ancj where the only 
way to explore the locale is me ta podia, 
along paths more frequented by goats 
than people. One of the loveliest of 
these is that part of Epirus south of 
Metsovo and east of Arta where the 
course of the Ache loos River bisects the 
Pindus mountain range, at the southern 
end of Mt Tsoumerka. 

Along the west bank ·of the river, on 
the hills above a wide bend towards 
Karditsa in the east, is nestled the vil
lage of Vrestinitsa, or Pigai as it has 
been known since at least 1929. 

Pausarijas never reached this part of 
the world , although he reported that 
Ambracia (Arta) farther to the west was 
a Corinthian colony, and that at Do do
n a there was a sanctuary dedicated to 
Zeus and an oak tree tpat was worthy of 
note. 

In fact this area of Mt Tsoumerka has 
remained relatively unnoticed by almost 
everyone except migratory shepherds 
and some of the more intrepid hikers of 
this century. Previous travellers tended 

photos/M L Coulson 

to concentrate on the coastal cities of 
Epirus or to follow the major east- west 
route from Kalambaka in Thessaly up to 
the Pinios River to Porta Panayia, 
across to Metsovo and thence to Ioanni
na and either south to Arta or north to 
Konitsa. 

S.S. Clarke, a student at the British 
School of Archaeology in the 1920s, 
made several trips to Epirus in 1923 and 
1924, crisscrossing the Pindus on foot, 
looking for ancient sites and recording 
his observations. His notebooks give 
fascinating details about terrain, wea
ther conditions, time required to reach 
destinations, local dress and customs, 
even the number of houses in the vil~ 
!ages he visited, as well as his often 
forthright opinions of these places. 

He never came to Pigai, but of 
Theod.oriana, a village about midway 
between Metsovo and Arta, he wrote: 
"Theodoriana smells more foully than 
any town in Epirus, but is redeemed by 
an excellent brand of plums." 

Nicholas Hammond rewalked many 
of Clarke's routes., in addition to many 
others, both before and during the 
Second World War when he played a 
major role in the British operations in 
Epirus'and Thessaly. His earlier interest 
was in tracing the passes through the 
mountains, and one of his walks took 
him along the Acheloos from Mesohora 
(about ten kilometres east of Theodor-

. iana) south and through Pigai, which he 
noted as being a widely scattered vil
lage, and the possible site of an ancient 
settlement. Our own objectives in visit
ing Pigai were less ambitious than those 
of the British explorers: we were look
ing forward to a homecoming and an 
expedition to investigate the local 
monastery of Seltsou . 

The drive from Arta to Pigai takes 
about two and a half hours, and after the 
long trip from Athens, it was already 
dark when we started for the the village, 
leaving Arta by the road towards Peta. 
The ascent to the mountains is at first 
deceptively easy, but rapidly becomes 
arduous. As we executed the curves and 
switchbacks, we were aware only that 
from Xirokampos on we had left the 
asphalt road behind us , and for the last 
hour or so were on a dirt track, winding 
upwards through the mountains; fir 
trees outlined all around us against the 
dark sky. 

Pigai is aptly named, for it is the 
source of at least a half dozen large 

springs and many more smaller ones. As 
we entered the village we encountered 
several miniature torrents, artifical 
ones, however, created as the farmers 
water their fields. Passing the darkened 
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kafeneion, we turned left up a short 
track and found Evangelia and Kostas 
Vassiliou waiting for us , their house 
ablaze with welcoming lights . 

Almost before the customary greet
ings were over, we were led to the table, 
laden with roast lamb, spanakopita, 
feta, yogurt, bread and wine. Whether it 
was the long drive, the fresh village air, 
or the companionship of the family , no 
lamb had ever tasted sweeter, no spana
kopita crisper, no yogurt creamier. 
Over dinner we swapp~d stories of the 
mad drivers on the roads , and the mad 
lifestyle in Athens; and of the latest 

· news of the .village, lingering over our 
wine in the warmth of .the family reun
ion. When we finally sank into our care
fully turried-down beds, it was to listen 
to the unaccustomed stillness envelop
ing the village we had yet to see. 

One wakes early in a Greek yillage, 
usually to the cacophony of roosters, 
dogs and donkeys . At Pigai , however, 
there is a variation on the theme: the 
chorus of braying donkeys has been re
placed by a few splendid solo voices -
horses, neighing gently, reminding us 
that life high in the mountains moves to 
a different rhythm. 

Then, at a little after 6 am, "rosy
fingered" dawn caresses the horjzon, 
heralding the new day with her extraor
dinary palette of mauves, fuchsias and 
roses, the colors intensifying in the clear 
air and then fading as she steals away 
again, leaving the impressive peaks of 
Mt Tsoumerka to disassociate them
selves gradually from the pink, cotton
candy clouds floating around them. By 
6:30, the great sleeping giants have 
stretched and assumed their familiar, 
dark shapes, guarding the valley below, 
and life at their feet in Pigai has begun 
stirring. 

One begins the day on the terrace in 
front of the house, which is L-shaped, a 
new wing having been added to the 
older white-washed structure with a 

· central door flanked by two windows , 
outlined in blue and green. 

This is a traditional house that could 
be found almost anywhere in Greece, 
except that the terrace stretching in 
front of it enjoys the shade of a mulber
ry tree growing in the middle of it, as 
large and luxurious-as any New England 
maple , and just beyond it is a walnut 
tree , its immense circumference and 
gnarled limbs testifying to its venerable 
age of at least 200 years. ' 

Before us the vista broadened, down 
the road and across the valley, over the 
grass, mulberries, planes, walnuts and · 
fields to the ever-present mountains , · 
the innumerable hues of green. 

The enticing aroma of Greek coffee 
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announced our breakfast, and we wel
comed into our hands still cold from the 
early morning chill, large, warm glasses 
of fresh goats' milk, flavored with a little 
sugar and accompanied by thick slices of 
homemade bread to be broken up and 
stirred into the milk, a combination as 
delicious as it was satisfying. 

The milk was thick and sweet, almost 
a yogurt, and the bread had a slightly 
bitter, nut-like flavor and a finer texture 
than one usually finds in a horiatiki. 

Evangelia said that it had been baked 
in a gastra, the local form of oven. This 
is made from sheet metal in the shape of 
a large, domed lid. On its exterior, to
wards the base, it has a ring around it for 
holding charcoal. In order to bake, one 
lights a fire on a specially prepared floor 
layered with rocks or with fire bricks, 
and leaves it until the wood becomes 
charcoal. 

Then the charcoal is put to the side 
and the baking dish set· where the fire 
was , on the hot floor. The baking dish is 
covered with the metal gastra, and char
coal is placed in the ring, the amount 
varying according to the temperature 
desired and the length of time needed. 
Because such an oven is smoky, it is 
usually housed in a separate building, 
which in the past often also served as a 
smoke house, particularly for the prepa-
ration of pork. The Acheloos River 

Finishing our meal and feeling well 
fortified, but a little reluctant to 

leave so idyllic a spot, even to search for 
another , we set off with Kostas ·and 
twelve-year-old Agathi to find the priest 
with the key to the monastery. We took 
the car because , as with many villages in 
the Pindus, Pigai is made up of several 
smaller communities strung together, in 
this case along about ten kilometres of 
the Acheloos. 

In fact, Pigai has a larger range than 
any of the adjacent villages, and as the 
locals say, it has benefited from the 
shrewdness of a priest. 

During the period of Turkish domi
nation , the Turks wanted to determine 
the boundaries of the village, so they 
took along the priest, as the village's 
most trustworthy citizen, to show them. 
The priest , however, wanting to enlarge 
the territory of the town, put dirt from 
the village in his shoes. Thus he could go 
wherever he wanted and truthfully 
swear, "If I am not walking on the soil of 
Vrestinitsa, I'll be damned. " In this way 
the enlargement of the village and the 
establishment of its current boundaries 
was accomplished. 

Today, the kafeneion near the Vassi
liou house marks the hamlet of Glinika 
at one end of the village and serves as a · Evangelia Vassiliou 
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The .16th century Koutsokamaro bridge on the Acheloos 

genetal store and telephone exchange. 
Its twin at the center of Pigai stands on 
the square where we were heading. 

We joked as we backed along the dirt 
track to accommodate an oncoming 
truck about the modern village's need 
for traffic lights. Negotiating the ruts 
and rocks, we passed several small 
daub-and-wattle huts with thatched 
roofs, known locally as kalyvakia. In
vestigation revealed some of these to be 
divided inside into at least two rooms, 
usually with a fireplace. Although today 
reused or built for silage, in many places 
on the older huts the twig plaiting and 
mud covering are stiH intact, and it is 
possible to envisage these buildings as 
the rustic homes they were until as re
cently as 25 to 30 years ago. 

The modern homes of Pigai tend to 
be widely separated from one another 
by fields and hidden by trees, giving a 
leisurely aspect to landscape reminis
cent of the English countryside. The soil 
here is rich, but most of the fields are too 
small to support large-scale farming, so 
although wheat, corn, clover for fodder 
and walnuts are raised and flocks are 
kept, many of the villagers also migrate 
seasonally to the Peloponnese to pi~k 
fruit and vegetables. And as in many 
villages throughout Greece today, much 
of the young talent has also migrated 
more permanently to Athens to find 
work. Pigai's two grammar schools com
bined now educate fewer than 40 stu
dents . 

However, on a hilltop ovetlooking 
the river and the village below stands 
the framework of a large new church. 
Still hardly more than the architect's 
outline, the building is being con
structed as a tabor of love. The graceful 
silhouette rises against the mountainous 
backdrop, a beautiful ·symbol of the 
faith and pride of those who have re
mained· in Pigai and those whose hearts 
have never left. 

Before we reached the square we 

just finished officiating at a funeral, was 
nonetheless immediately solicitous of 
the villagers with a foreigner who 
wanted to see the monastery under his 
protection. Within a few minutes we 
had the key and had pointed the car 
towards the east, going about a 
kilometre farther until the track became 
too rocky and petered out on a ledge 
above the west bank of the river. 

Collecting our gear, we started out 
on foot, Kostas leading the way along 
the route that follows the course of the 
river below. The track ascends, swings 
around a bend and drops, then gradual
ly moves up the face of the slope and 
becomes narrower, until it is passable 
only for those in single file. Just before it 
wound back into the hillside, we had a 
spectacular view of the Acheloos cutting 
south through the mountains. 

The river, expansive south of Pigai 
and bordered there by stands of enor
mous plane trees, narrows after it 
rounds the bend which harbors the vil
lage, the mountains sloping gently down 
to meet it. Several bridges enhance the 

found the priest who , although he had The Vassiliou family, Glinika, Pigai 

river along the way, one modern one 
and two old stone spans. 

One, the well-known Korakou 
bridge, marks the area of a pass through 
the mountains, but was partially des
troyed by the andartes in the 1940s. 
Farther north, and directly below our 
path is the Koutsokamaro, a pictures
que relic of the 16th century, now 
traversed primarily by goats. 

H owever, undoubtedly the most uni
que method of crossing the Ache

loos is by the perataria, found just south 
of the village. This is a metal , hip-roofed 
box on a pulley, strung a
cross the water, powered by hand 
cranks with which one is lurched from 
one bank ·to the other, if the operator 
can be located. 

As we progressed, the character of 
the scenery changed as the path hugged 
the rocky mountainside. Lovely spring 
mais appeared, its long-stemmed pink 
flowers emerging from impossible crevi
ces, always just out of reach. Small clus
ters of yellow alyssum sprouted lower 
down between the stones, and tiny 
pinks, barely visible, peeked out from 
beneath the green scrub. 

We passed through a make-shift 
gate, erected to discourage horses from 
the path, and continued on our way, 
gradually ascending until after about an 
hour we reached a small shrine set atop 
a large outcrop of rocks overlooking the 
confluence of the Acheloos and its tri
butary , the Koumbourianitikos, flowing 
from the east. 

We stopped here for a rest , thankful 
that we had a water bottle with us . 
Kostas pointed out the three names visi
ble from our vantage point: Arta, which 
we were in, Karditsa to our south, and 
Trikkala to our north. We were very 
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much aware that we were deep within 
the folds of the mountain range as we 
gazed out over what appeared to be an 
endless series of peaks. 

From here the path, still clinging to 
the mountain, dropped and curved until 
it traversed a broad hillside, dotted with 
several varieties of fern , violets and 
other wild flowers, and forded a small 
stream. Gratefully, we refilled our wa
ter bottle while resting in the shade. 
Looking back at the slope we had just 
skirted , Agathi pointed out horses graz
ing high up among the firs on the . 
horizon. 

Beyond the stream, the path con
tinued to descend and as it rounded a 
curve , we got our first glimpse of the 
monastery across the ravine ahead of us, 
appearing like a tiny matchbox dropped 
into the grass. It looked very like the last 
refuge that in fact it was for Souliots 
from this area who had evaded the in
famous massacre at Zalongo in 1804, 
where the Souliot women threw them
selves and their children off the cliffs 
rather than be taken by Ali Pasha's 
forces . 

Seven thousand of Ali's troops be
seiged the Souliots within the. Seltsou 
monastery for three months, until a de
sperate effort to escape was attempted 
which resulted in hundreds of women 
and children sacrificing themselves . by 
leaping into the Acheloos in the ravine 
below. 

One long stretch of path and a few 
short turns brought us down to the 
meadow. Our key fitted the lock , and in 
just under two hours from the time we 
left the car, we entered the monastic 
complex. 

Of the original buildings, only the 
small , timber and stone, hip-roofed 
church is intact today. We walked 
around to the north side and stooped to 
enter the small narthex. As our eyes 
adjusted to the dim light, vivid scenes of 
the Last Judgment greeted us. A single 
door led to the sanctuary, and bringing a 
candle as we entered, we were suddenly 
enveloped by an explosion of color: ev
ery available space was painted, in con
trast to the austere exterior of the 
building. 

The plan of the church is,a ~ingle aisle 
'basilica' with a triple apse arid a 
dome. Two small side apses provided 
room for the monastic choir, in the style 
of the Meteora monastic plans. The 
painter was a monk from Arta named 
Nicholas. The patrons were two sea cap
tains, also from Arta, named Nicholas 
and Apostolos, whose portraits appear 
in the south choir apse. 

They stand, looking solemnly out , 
holding between them a model of their 
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Captains Nicholas and Apostolos, patrons ofthe'Seltsou monastery, holding a model 
of their church 

church, which is dedicated to the 
Dormition of the Virgin. The attention 
to detail which the artist has practiced in 
these portraits preserves for us marve
lous examples of late 17th century aris
tocratic costume'with its wealth of de
corative embroidery. 

The original carved wooden iconos
tasis with its icons has been removed , 
presumably for safekeeping, expressing 
the same concern for the care and de
coration of this sanctuary, which is still 
in use, as did the two sea captains. 

It was drizzling as we emerged from 
the church , so we took our picnic of 
lamb, cheese and pestrofa (trout) to the 
shelter of the remains of one of the 
dormitories. A shepherd joined us to 
escape the rain and shared our conver
sation, but steadfastly refused to accept 
any of our meal. 

Unsure of how long the rain would 
last , we decided to start back and were 
pleased when it tapered off on the other 
side of the stream. The wafk was 
pleasant in the cool afternoon , the earth 
·smelling sweet after the shower, and we 
stopped several times to collect speci
mens of plants and wild flowers for our 
gardens in Athens. 

By the time we returned to the car, 
the cool of the river below looked invit
ing and we scrambled down to wade 
around the supports of the Koutsoka
maro bridge. Our only companions 
were two fishermen, whose trout we 
admired, and a small herd of goats 
which had taken possession of the path 
across the bridge. Unfortunately, this 
stretch of the river will not remain so 
peaceful for much longer as it is under
going radical changes with heavy equip
ment brought in for the building of a 

Seltsou Monastery 

dam farther north which will eventually · 
channel water through tunnels i,nt0 the 
plain ·of Thessilly. : . 

We returned to the' house that 
evening tired, but bursting to share our 
experiences. Evangelia had prepared 
patsas for us, delicious tripe soup with 
wonderful restorative powers. The day 
had been long, but satisfying, and as we 
contemplated returning to Athens, it 
was with the realization that places such · 
as Pigai, where both physical beauty and 
the warmth of its people have remained 
unspoiled, should remain a bit ina
cessible. 

Let the tour buses roar by to other 
destinations and leave this refreshing 
spirit of Greece for those willing to take 
thetime and trouble to seek it out, off 
the beaten path. D 
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Anargyrios: a postcard showing the premises 

A Greek Eton in the Aegean 
Spetses, a very Greek island, was for years home to a 
very English boarding school. Now dosed as an 
educational institution, it holds not-always-pleasani 
memories for some well-known graduates 

by Raichel Williamson 

I t is a structure of the past, but the 
building seems alive today with the 

strength of its august lines , lavish sur
rounding foliage, and the echoes of 
restless boys milling around the corri
dors. The air still smells of chalk dust, 
textbooks, and school uniforms. John 
Fowles loathed the place; John Zervos 
wasn't overly fond of it either. But the 
Anargyrios and Koryiallenios College 
had its admirers as well as its critics . 

The school's founding father was 
Sotirios Anargyros, a Spetsiot who 
made his fortune in the United States 
tobacco industry. He returned to his 
birthplace in 1899 and proceeded to 
build a beautiful neoclassical home 
right in the center of town . Not content 
with this incontestable display of his 
wealth, he later built the Poseidonion 
Hotel, imposingly situated on the es
planade. 

John Fowles described the hotel in 
his novel, The Magus, as "an obese 
Greek-Edwardian eyesore". However, 
it now sounds a gentle note of faded 
grandeur on the otherwise gaudy, 
touristic' waterfront. 

The annual college ball, (where one 
was allowed to invite only one's sister), 
was in later years held at the Poseidon
ion and was quite a grand affair. 

By 1927, Anargyros owned half of 
Spetses and could well afford to be 
generous in his old age. Approaching 
then Prime Minister Eleftherios 
Venizelos, he asked, "What can I do 
for my country?" The emphatic reply 

most famous boarding school was born. 
Designed to emulate the style and 

traditions of Harrow and Eton, the 
school became an absurdly British 
anomaly on a thoroughly Greek island. 
There was 'sport' every afternoon: a 
form of hand-squash known as "Fives", 
as well as swimming, tennis , rowing, 
cricket, and the more classical forms of 
athletics. The highlight of the year was 
the Epidixis, a fine exhibition of gym
nastics wnich the Royal family 
attended. Indeed, the King acted as 
Patron to the school. 

The college amphitheatre which sea
ted 1200 was built into the hills above 
the main grounds and here the students 
performed the classics of the theatre . 

Leonard Bernstein is well-remem-

was "EDUCATION!" Thus, Greece's An Anargyrios athletic team 

bered as Director of English Studies at 
the school between 1959-1964, and re
calls writing a Victorian melodrama 
that was scored to Greek music. This 
improbable mix illustrates the cross
cultural dilemma at Anargyrios. 
Attempting to operate a college in the 
very best traditions of an English public 
school on a tiny island in the Aegean 
called for compromise and an unflag
ging sense of humor. 

The curriculum, however, was not 
all sport and spectacle. Quite the con
trary. The school was noted for its rigid 
regulations and high expectations. " It 
was tough!", says former pupil Takis 
Paraskevas, present mayor of Spetses. 

The first headmaster was Eric Slow
man, an ·Englishman whose previous 
post had been Director of the School of 
Police Training on Corfu. Needless to 
say, this regimental gentleman carried 
over the legacy of rectitude and order 
to the managing of the boys . 

With a high wall surrounding the 
grounds, a gatekeeper to guard the 
single entrance and deter truancy , the 
school must have resembled a peni
tentiary. It seems difficult to imagine 
how free-spirited Greek adolescents 
lived and learned in such a claustropho
bic atmosphere. But learn they pid, an-d 
the school produced many outstanding 
graduates. 

Former Prime Minister George RaJ
lis, who attended the College in the 
early 1930s, has vivid memories of his 
time there. Mr Rallis possesses remark
able powers of recall and can even 
name the four English masters who 
taught him. He has great admiration 
for Slowman and the College, and even 
speaks with affection of the 'Punish
ment' sessions. "Instead of writing as 
other schools required , we had to jog. 
The maximum sentence was 3/4 hour: I 
had to jog 3/4 hour every day!" 

"I was a terrible nmsance at that 
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time. I don't remember not being 
punished one single day . If you volun
teered to swim on a cold winter's day, 
you were deferred from two days' 
punishment. Slowman used to place a 
thermometer in the water and if it was 
below a certain temperature , he would 
award no punishment for three days ... 
so it profited us to dive into the sea." 
This is the 'stuff' that prime ministers 
are made of. 

Rallis believes that the school was 
tough only compared to the schools of 
today. He speaks of the excellent facili
ties the school offered and, when he 
was minister of education, he tried to 
introduce a scheme that would. keep the 
school in operation. He envisaged 
Greek students from Germany and the 
United States attending Anargyrios. 
Unfortunately, the ·response was not 
great enough to justify the venture. 

Author John Fowles taught at the 
College in the early 1950s and, subse
quently, wrote his popularly acclaimed 
novel , The Magus, which evolved from 
Fowles' memories of the island. He had 
been extremely lonely on Spetses and, 
suffering from the 'Aegean Blues', felt 
cut off, exiled from England. It was 
those long months of isolation and in
trospection that were to form an invalu
able store of material he would later 
draw upon as a writer. 

If Mr Fowles were to wander 
through the village today . looking for 
his favorite kaphenia, he would be for
given for thinking he was in Blackpool 
or some other seaside resort in Eng
land, so popular is Spetses with the 
average Thomson holidaymaker. 
Approximately 45,000 such tourists in
undate Spetses every summer and the 
island th'rives as a result. In earlier 
days , the only outside visitors were the 
wealthy Athenians who came for the 
bountiful supply of quail and turtle
doves: it was a hunter's paradise. 

John Zervos, Director of The Athens 
Centre, an Anargyrios graduate 

Once only the gentle strains of live 
folk music were heard on Spetses 

but now the jarring cacophony of 
motorcycles resounds . Friends of 
Spetses speak fondly of earlier years, as 
those loyal to the nearby island of 
Hydra similarly reminisce. 

Natalia Mela has a house overlook
ing the Old Port where she creates her 
sculptures and, more recently, huge 
Spetses-inspired canvases. Mela's 
bronze Bouboulina, the Spetsiot 
heroine of the Greek War of Indepen
dence, stands, pointing out to sea, be
fore the Poseidonion Hotel. 

One kitchen-table friend Mela 
speaks of is Kenneth Mathews, another 
English author and former teacher at 
the college. Mathews wrote a con
troversial novel , Aleko, based on a 
homosexual relationship between a 
teacher and pupil at the boarding 

Anargyrios students marching "in. uniform", 1959 
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A blackboard blocking a staircase, now 
dangerous after years of disuse 

school. 
The Anargyrios and Koryiallenios 

College was shut down in 1983 due to 
lack of boarders and mismanagement 
by the administration. There were only 
45 pupils at the time of closing. 

The school's found ation has gran
diose plans to convert the location into 
'an International Conference Centre. 
Yet the buildings are dilapidated , the 
plumbing is 50 years old, and a great 
deal of money is needed to restore the 
college to is former glory. The island 
has rejected an airport, so accessibility 
is a problem, too. 

There are no plans to reopen the 
building as a school, although at pre- . 
sent the Spetses Lyceum rents part of 
the premises for classes . George Sta
matiou is now Director of the Lyceum, 
after teaching at Anargyrios for 21 
years. He is of the opinion that the days 
of private boarding schools in Greece 
are over and that it would be difficult to 
impose the rules of yesterday upon the 
children of today. In the last year there 
was a running battle just keeping the 
boys confined within the school! "They 
all wanted to jump the fence and 
escape to the village." 

· John Zervos is Director of. the 
Athens Centre, which has held cultural 
programs at the school. John , an ex
pupil, believes the site should be util
ized; that it has possibilities as a confer
ence center. 

Whatever its fate, the age when 
sticky buns and two hours' freedom on 
Sunday were the big events of the week 
for students, are gone and shall not 
return . 

0 
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onlooker onlooker onlooker Alec Kitroeff 

Letter from Friki 
Hotel Xenophilia 

(A' Class) 
Island of Friki 

Greece 

Mr Seymour S Sisskind 
1456 Ocean Avenue 
Santa Monica, CA 90401 

Dear Mr Sisskind, 

July 16, 1988 

We were very sorrowing to receive 
your telegram of yesterday by which you 
are cancelling the reservation for you 
and the graceful Mrs Sisskind for two 
weeks from August 1, and asking what 
are the cancellation charges. 

Dear Mr Sisskind, before we are be
ginning the conversation about can
cellation charges you will permit us 
please to try and convince you that the 
cancellation is not necessary. 

We are very suspicious that you are 
cancelling the reservation because of 
the "City of Poros" and that you are 
afraid someone is shooting you with 
machine guns when you come to Friki 
from Piraeus on the "Panaghia Roume
liotissa". I want you to believe me, Mr 
Sisskind, when I tell you that this is 
impossible and I shall explain to you 
why. 

The · captain of the "Panaghia 
Roumeliotissa" is the second cousin of 
my wife and I know him many years. On 
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the last arrival of his ship in Friki we are 
drinking ouzo in the bar of the hotel and 
he is telling me such a thing can never 
happen on the "Panaghia Roumeliotis
sa" because in July and August the pas
sengers are so tight on the ship nobody 
can move. Also his eye is so good he is 
recognizing terrorists from their faces 
and throwing them out of the ship im
-mediately. 

Also you, of course , will be in a cabin 
where there is no danger if you are 
locking it and opening only when the 
logistic officer is coming round for the 
tickets. · 

Mr Sisskind, if you are reading the 
newspapers you will see that the Minis
ter of Tourism is saying everything is 
under control and that nobody is can
celling reservations from Europy and 
only one or two from America which I 
hope is not you. 

It is a great pity if you are not coming 
to our hotel this year after all the new 
things we are doing which I exposed in 
my letter of last January. The system 
with the pantry on every floor is suc
ceeding and all the clients are having 
now coffee and tea that is so hot some of 
them are burning themselves when they 
drink it. The shower with sweet water 

. on the beach is also succeeding and our 
. _clients are washing their feet now and 

not bringing sand to their rooms . 
My nephew Aristotelis is giving 

windsurfing lessons and has many cus
tomers but sometimes he is flirting too 
much with the girl clients and is scanda
lizing everybody so much I am forced to 
make him the remark . 

The Folkloric Society of Friki is mak
ing a show at the hotel on Tuesday and 
Friday evenings in the small space in the 
dining room in front of the buffet with 
girls in the traditional costume and boys 
with the handkerchief doing the folklor- 
ic dancing but happily they are not kick
ing so much and making damages. 

Finally, Mr Sisskind, my daughter 
Aspasia is choosing all the best films 
from the Video Club and showing them 
every night. She is having a passion with 
Clint Eastwood and we are seeing Dirty 
Harry three times already. 

So, as you can see, everything here is 
normal and I am hoping you will cancel 
your cancellation and we are holding 
your reservation for good and bad, if the 
reason of your telegram is the "City of 
Poros". 

If there is another reason, like a fami
ly hypothesis or superior force, then we 
understand and will not make cancella
tion charges , but it is our sincere hope 
that you will give us the chance once 
more to hospitalize you and do every
thing to comfort and enjoy you. 

Yours very friendly, 
Xenophon Kalosoridis 

Manager-Proprietor 
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Useful numbers Alia (Jordan), Filellinon 4 ...................................... 324-1377 
Alitalia, Nikis 10 ............................................... 322-9414/19 

Denmark, Kolonaki Sq 15 ..................................... 724-9315 
Egypt, Vas Sophias 3 ........................................... 361-8612 

Police 
Tourist police ................................................................ 171 
City police .................................................................... 100 
Traffic police ......................................................... 523-0111 
Coastguard patrol ........................................................ 1 08 

Austrian Airlines, Othonos 8 .................. .............. 323-0844 
Balkan-Bulgarian Airlines, Nikis 23 ...................... 322-6684 
Bangladesh Air, 4 Xenofondos ............................ 322-6544 
Biman (Bangladesh), Panepistimiou 15 ............... 322-8089 
British Airways, Othonos 10 ................................ 322-2521 
Canadian Pacific, Kar. Servias 4 ......................... 323-0344 

Ethiopia, Davaki 10 ............................................... 692-0565 
EC, Vas Sophias 2 ........................ ...................... 724-3982 
Finland, Eratosthenous 1 .................................... 751-9795 
France, Vas Sophias 7 ......................................... 361 -1665 
German Democratic Republic 

Stefanou De'na 2-4 ...... ............................ 685-1154/6/7 
Aliens' bureau ....................................................... 770-5711 CSA (Czechoslovakia), Panepistimiou 15 ............ 323-0174 German Federal Republic, Vas Sophias 10 ......... 369-4111 

Fire ................................................................................ 199 Cyprus Airways, Filellinon 10 .............................. 324-6965 
Egyptair, Othonos 10 ............................................ 323-3576 

Honduras, Vas Sophias 86 ................................... 777-5802 
Hungary, Kalvou 16, Pal Psychico ....................... 671-4889 

Health care El AI (Israel), Othonos 8 ........................................ 323-0116 Iceland, Paraschou 5, Pal Psychico ..................... 672-6154 
Doctors 2 pm - 7 am ..................................................... 105 Ethiopian Airlines, Filellinon 25 ............................ 323-4275 India, Meleagrou 4 ................................................ 721-6227 
First aid .......................................................................... 166 Finnair, Nikis 16 .................................................... 325-4831 Iran, Stratigou Kallari 16, Psychico ....................... 647-1436 
Poison control ....................................................... 779-3777 Gulf Air, Nikis 23 ................................................... 322-1228 Iraq, Mazarki 4, Pal Psychico .............................. 671-5012 
Pharmacies open 24 hrs .............................................. 1 07 Iberia, Xenofondos 8 ........................................... 324-5514 Ireland, Vas Constantinou 7 ................................. 723-2771 
Hospitals : .................................................................... 1 06 lcelandair, Syngrou 5 ................................ .......... 923-0322 Israel, Marathonodromou 1, Pal Psychico ............ 671-9530 
SOS Support Line ................................................. 644-2213 lnter!lug (GDR), Panepistimiou 20 ....................... 362-4808 Italy, Sekeri2 ........................................................ 361-1723 
US Military first aid ................................................ 981-2740 lranair, Paneplstimiou 16 ...................................... 360-7615 Japan, Mesogeion 2-4 ........................................ 775-81 01 
US citizens'emergency aid .................................. 721-2951 Iraqi Airways, Syngrou 23 ................................... 922-001 a Jordan, Pan Zervou 30, Pal Psychico ................... 647-4161 

Animal Welfare 
Garby, Enosis Zoofilon Ellados ............................ 882-2356 
Greek Society for the 
Protection of Animals .......................................... 346-0360 
........................................................................... 770-6489 
Hellenic Animal Welfare Society .......................... 643-5391 
SI Francis Society ................................................. 643-5391 

Japan Airlines, Am alias 4 ..................................... 324-821 1 
JAT (Yugoslavia), Voukourestiou 4 ..................... 323-6429 
Kenya Airways, Stadiou 5 ................................... 324-7000 
KLM (Dutch), Voulis 22 ................................ lnfo:323-0755 
..................................................... Reservations:325-1311 
Kuwait Airways, Amalias 32 ................... ............. 323-4506 
Korean Airways, Psylla 6 ..................................... 324-7511 
Libyan Arab-Airlines, Mitropoleos 3 ..................... 324-4816 

Korea, Eratosthenous 1 ........................................ 701 -2122 
Kuwait, Papanastasiou 55, Psychico ................... 647-3593 
Lebanon, Kifissias 26 .................... : ...................... 778-5158 
Liberia, 2 Efplias, Piraeus ..................................... 453-1046 
Libya, Vyronas 13, Pal Psychico .......................... 647-2120 
Luxembourg, Platonos 12, Piraeus ...................... 417-9515 
Malta, Filellinon 7 ................................................ 323-0068 
Mexico, Vas Constantinou 5-7 ... , .......................... 723-0754 

Automobile and touring 
Automobile and Touring Club (ELPA) .................. 779-1615 
ELPA road assistance ................................................... 104 

LOT (Polish), Am alias 4 ........................................ 322-1121 
Lufthansa, Karageorgi Servias 4 ....................... : ..... 32-944 
Luxair, Kriezotou 6 .............................................. 360-3134 

Morocco, Mousson 14, Psychico ......................... 647-4209 
Netherlands, Vas Constantinou 7 ......................... 723-9701 
New Zealand, An Tsoha 15-17 ............................ 641-0311 

ELPA touring guidance ................................................ 174 

Tourism 
EOT information, Kar Servias 2 ............................ 322-2545 
EOT office, Amerikis 11 ....................................... 322-31 11 
Athens Mayor's offlce .......................................... 524-2369 
For items in buses or taxis .................................... 642-1616 
Peace & Friendship Stadium ................................ 481-9512 

Malev (Hungarian), Panepistimiou 15 .................. 324-1116 
Middle East Airlines, Filellinon 10 ............... : ........ 323-5683 
Olympic Airways, Syngrou 96 .............................. 929-2111 
Pan Am, Othonos 41.. ........................................... 323-5242 
PIA (Pakistan), Panepistimiou 15 ........................ 323-1931 
Qantas (Australian), Nikis 45 ............................... 325-0521 
Royal Air Maroc, Mitropoleos 5 ............................ 324-4302 
Sabena (Belgian), Othonos 8 ............................... 323-6821 

Norway, Vas Constantinou 7 ................................ 724-6173 
Pakistan, Loukianou 6 .......................................... 729-0214 
Panama, Vas Sophias 21 .................................... 360-2992 

Akli Miaouli 23, Piraeus .................................. 411-9497 
Paraguay, Alopekis 2 .......................................... 724-95-11 
Peru, Vas Sophias 105-107 Vas Sophias ... 641-1221/1321 
Philippines, Kanara 5-7, Piraeus ......................... 452-3015 
Poland, Chrissanthemon 22, Pal Psychico .......... 671-691 7 

Telephone and telegrams 
Telephone information, general. .................................... 134 
Numbers in Athens and Attica ...................................... 131 

SAS (Scandanavian), Sin a 6, Vissarionos ........... 363-4444 
Saudia, Filellinon 17 ............................................ 322-8211 
Singapore Airlines, Xenofondas 9 ....................... 323-9112 

Portugal, Loukianou 19 ......................................... 729-0096 
Romania, Em Benaki 7, Pal Psychico ............ : ..... 671-B020 
Saudi Arabia, Marathonodromou 71 .................... 671-6911 

Numbers elsewhere in Greece ..................................... 132 South African Airways, Kar. Servias 14 ............... 323-7857 South Africa, Kifissias 124 ................................... 692-2125 

International telephone information ........................ 161,162 
International telegrams ................................................ 165 
Domestic operator ... ....................... ....... .... .... ....... 151,152 
Domestic telegrams ..................................................... 155 
Complaints .................................................................. 135 
Repairs .......................... 121 + first 2 digits of your number 
Application for new telephone ....................................... 138 
Transfer of telephone .................................................... 139 
Wake-up service ..................... · ....................................... 1 82 

Recorded Information (In Greek) 
Time ............................................................................ 141 
Weather ....................................................................... 14B 
News .............................................................................. 115 

Sudan Airways, Amalias 44 ................................. 324-4716 
Swissair, Othonos 4 ............................................ 323-1871 
Syrianair, Panepistimiou 39 .................................. 323-871 1 
Tarom (Romanian), Panepis.timiou 20 ................. 362-4808 
Thai International, Lekka 3-5 ................................ 324-3241 
Turkish Airlines, Filellinon 19 ............................... 322-1 035 
Tunis Air, Filellinon 19 ......................................... 322-0104 
TWA, Xenofondos 8 .............................................. 323-6831 
Varig (Brazil), Othonos 10 .......................................... 8685 
Yemenia, Palission 9 ............................................ 524-5912 
Zambia Air, Akti Miaouli 7-9 ................................. 413-3244 

Coach (bus) stations 
Recorded station numbers ............................................ 142 

South Korea, Eratosthenous 1 ............................ 701-2122 
Spain, Vas Sophias 29 ......................................... 721-4885 
Sweden, Vas Constantinou 7 ............................... 729-0421 
Switzerland, lassiou 2 ........................................... 723-0364 
Syria, Marathonodromou 79, Psychico ................ 671-1604 
Thailand, Taigetou 23, Pal Psychico .................... 671-7969 
Tunisia, Ermou 8 ................................................. 323-1739 
Turkey, Vas Georgiou BB ..................................... 724-5915 
United Kingdom, Ploutarchou 1 ........................... 723-6211 
United States of America, Vas Sophias 91 ........... 721-2951 
USSR, Nikiforou Lytra 28, Pal Psychico ............... 672-5235 
Uruguay, Lykavittou 1c ......................................... 360-2635 
Vatican, M a viis 2, Psychico .................................. 647-3598 
Venezuela, Vas Soph'ias 112 .............................. 770-8769 

Utilities 
Electricity (24-hr service) ..................................... 324-5311 
Gas (24-hr service) ............................................. 346-3365 
Garbage collection ................................................ 512-9450 
Streetlights ......................................................... 324-5603 

Trains 
Recorded timetable (Greece) ....................................... 145 
Recorded timetable (Europe & Russia) ........................ 14 7 
To northern Greece and other countries .............. 524-0601 
To Peloponnisos ................................................... 513-1601 

Yemen (North Yemen), Patission 9 ..................... 524-6324 
Yugoslavia, Vas Sophias 106 ............................... 777-4344 

Zaire, 
Vas Constantinou 2, 116 35 ................ 701 -6171/701 -5932 

Water (24-hr service) ............................................ 777-0866 Ships 

Main post offices 
(open 7:30am to 8:00pm) 

Recorded timetable (Piraeus, Rafina, Lavrion) ............. 143 
Flying Dolphin ....................................................... 452-7107 

UN Offices 

Aiolou 100· .......................................................... 321-6023 
Syntagma Square ................................................. 323-7573 
Parcel post offices 
(For parcels over 1 kg going abroad) 
Koumoundourou 29 .............................................. 524-9359 
Stadiou 4, in arcade .............................................. 322-8940 
Psychico ............................................................. 671 -2701 

Marinas 
Floisvos ....... ....................................................... 982-9759 
Glyfada ............................................................... B94-5258 
Vouliagmeni .......................................................... 896-0012 
Zea ........................................................................ 452-5315 

UNIC, Amalias 36 ................................ 322-8122, 322-9624 
High Commission for Refugees, Skoufa 59 .......... 363-3607 

Ministries 
Parcels should not be wrapped until after inspection. 

Travel and transport 
Embassies and consulates 

Agriculture, Abarnon 2 .......................................... 524-8555 
Commerce, Kaningos Sq. 15 ................................ 361 -6241 
Communications, Xenofondos 13 ........................ 325-1211 

Algeria, Vas Constantinou 14 .............................. 751-3560 Culture & Sciences, Aristidou 14 ...................... ... 324-3015 
Flight Information Argentin~. Vas Sophias 59 ............................ ...... 722-4753 Education, Mitropoleos.15 ................................... 323-0461 

Olympic Airways ................................................. 981 -1201 
Olympic timetable (recording) ....................................... 144 
International flights except Olympic ..................... 969-9443 

Airlines 
Aeroflot (USSR), Xenofondos 14 ......................... 322-0986 
Aerolineas Argentinas, Voukourestiou 36 ............ 360-7936 
Air Canada, Othonos 1 0 ...................................... 324-7511 
Air France, Karageorgi Servias 4 ......................... 323.·0501 
Air India, Omirou 15 .............................................. 360-3584 
Air Zimbabwe, Panepistimiou 39 .......................... 323-9101 

Australia, Dimitriou Soutsou 37 ........................... 642-3186 
Austria, Alexandras 26 ......................................... 821 -1036 
Belgium, Sekeri 3 .................................................. 361 -7886 
Brazil, Kolonaki Sq 14 ........................................... 721 -3039 
Bulgaria, Stratigou Kallari 33 ............................. 647-8105/8 
Canada, I Gennadiou 41 ...................... c ............... 723-951 1 
China, Krinon 2a, Pal Psychico ............................ 672-3282 
Colombia, Marathonodromo 91 ........................... 647-4457 
Cuba, Kehagia 48, Filothei ................................... 681-3042 
Cyprus, Herodotou 16 ......................................... 723-7883 
Czechoslovakia, George Seferi 6 ........... ............. 671-3755 

Energy & Natural Resources, Mihalakopoulou .... 770-8615 
Finance, Karageorgi Servias 10 ........................... 322-4071 
Foreign Affairs, Akademias 1 .............................. 361 -0581 
Health & Welfare, Aristotelous 17 ......................... 523-2821 
Interior, Stadiou 27 .............................................. 322-3521 
Justice, Socratous & Zenonos ............................. 522-5903 
Labor, Pireos 40 ................................................. 523-311 0 
Merchant Marine, Greg Lambraki 150, Piraeus ... 412-1211 
National Defense, Holargos Sq ......... .................. 646-5201 
National Economy, Synlagma Sq ......................... 323-0931 
Northern Greece, Thessaloniki. .................... (031) 26-4321 
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The Athenian oi·ganizer 
We will appreciate your bringing any errors in ORGANIZER to our attention : tel 322-3052, 322-2802. Thank you. 

Planning, Housing & Environment, 
Amaliados 17 .......................................... 634-1460/1/9 

Presidency, El Venizelou 15 ................................. 364-0502 
Press & Information, Zalokosta 10 ....................... 363-0911 
Prime Minister's Office, lrodou Attikou 19 ............ 724-0654 
Public Order, Katahaki 1 ..................................... 692-9210 
Social Security, Stadiou 21 ................................. 323-901 0 

Banks 

The addresses listed are those of the central offices. Most 
branches also have a number of suburban and rural 
branches. All banks are open from B am to 2 pm Monday to 
Thursday; Friday, B am to 1 :30 pm. 
National Bank of Greece, Kar Servias 2 ............... 321-0411 
Commercial Bank of Greece, Sophokleous 11 .... 321-0911 
lonian.and Popular Bank, Panepistimiou 45 ........ 322-5501 
Bank of Attica, Panepistimiou 19 .......................... 324-7415 
Bank of Greece, Panepistimiou 21 ....................... 320-1111 
Credit Bank, Stadiou 40 ........................................ 324-5111 

The following exchange canters are open extra hours: 
8 am-9 pm, Mon-Fri; B am-8 pm Sat; Sun: 
National Bank, Kar Servias & Stadiou .................. 322-2736 
Mon-Fri 8:30am-1:30pm.- 3:30 - 7:30pm: 
Hilton Hotel, Vas Sophias 46 ................................ 722-0201 · 

Foreign Banks 
Algemene Bank, Nederland, 

Paparigopoulou 3, Klaflhmonos Sq ................ 324-3973 
American Express, Panepistimiou 31 ................... 323-5401 
Arab Bank, Stadiou 1 0 .......................................... 325-5401 
Arab-Hellenic Bank, Panepistimiou 43 ................. 325-0623 
Bank of America, Panepistimiou 39 ................... .. 325-1901 
Bank of Nova Scotia, Panepistimiou 37 ............... 324-3691 
Bank Saderat (Iran), Panepistimiou 25 ................ 324-9531 
Bankers Trust, Stadiou 3 ...................................... 322-9635 
Banque Franco-Hellenique de Commerce lnt. et Maritime 

S.A., 12 Amalias ......... : ................................... 323-9701 
Banque Nationale de Paris, 5 Koumbari .............. 364-3713 
Barclays Bank, Voukourestiou 15 ........................ 364-4311 
Chase Manhattan, Korai 3 ............. ...................... 323-7711 
Citibank, 

Othonos B ..................................................... 322-7471 
Kolonaki Sq .................................................... 361-6619 

Akli Miaouli 47-49, Piraeus ................................... 452-3511 
Credit Banque Commercial de France, 

Amalias 20 .................................................... 324-1631 
Grindlays Bank, 

Merlin 7 ........................................................... 362-4601 
Akli Miaouli 15, Piraeus .................................. 411-1753 

Midland Bank, 
Sekeri 1A, Kolonaki ........................................ 364-7410 
Akli Miaouli 93, Piraeus .................................. 413-6403 

Morgan Grenfell, 19-20 Kolonaki Sq .................... 360-6456 
National Westminster Bank, 

11 Merarhias 7, Piraeus ................................. .41 1-7415 
Stadiou 24, Athens ........................... ............. 325-0924 
I Dragoumi 3, Thessaloniki ........ ............. (031)531-007 

The Royal Bank of Scotland PLC, Akti Miaouli 61 452-7463 

Churches and Synagogues 

Greek Orthodox Churches of special interest: 

Agia lrmii, Aeolou .................................................. 322-6042 
Agios Dimitrios (Ambelokipi) ................................ 646-4315 
Chrisospilotissa, Aeolou 60 .................................. 321-6357 
Mitropolis (Cathedral), Mitropoleos ...................... 322-1308 
Sotiros, Kidathineon .......................... .................. 322-4633 

Other demonlmations: 

Agios Grigorios (Armenian), Kriezi 10 .................. 325-2149 
Beth Shalom Synagogue, Melidoni B ........ ........... 325-2623 
Christos Kirche (German Evangelical), 

Sina 66 ......................................................... 361-2713 
Crossroads International Christian Center, 

Kessarias 30, Ambelokipi .............................. 770-5629 
First Church of Christ, Scientist, 

Vissarionos 7A ................................................ 721-1520 
Jehovah's Witnesses, 

Kifissias 77, Maroussi ................... 661-3347/662-7317 
Skandinaviska Sjomanskyrkan, 

Akti Thermistokleous 262, Pireaus ............... .451-6564 
St Denis (Catholic), Venizelou 24 ........................ 362-3603 
St Andrew's Protestant Church, 

Pendelis 5, Nea Filothei (offices) .................... 661 -6336 
Services: (Former Hotel Roussos), 9:00 am 
1 B Tsaldari Pan, Kifissia 

Christos Kirche, Si~a 66, 11 :15 am 
St Paul's (Anglican), Filellinon 29 ......................... 721 -4906 
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St Nikodimos (Russian Orthodox), 
Filellinon 21 .................................................... 323-1 090 

Trinity Baptist Church, Vouliagmenis 56, ............. 695-0165 
Church of 7th Day Adventists, 

Keramikou 1 B ................................................ 522-4962 

Cultural organizations and 
archaeological institutes 

American School of Classical Studies 
Souidias 54 ..................................................... 723-6314 

British Council, Kolonaki Sq 17 ...................... .' ..... 363-3211 
British School of Archaeology, Soudias 52 .......... 721 -0974 
Canadian Archaeological Institute, 

Gennadion 2B, Kolonaki ............................... 722-3201 
French School of Archaeology, Didotou 6 ............ 361-2516 
Goethe Institute, Omirou 14-16 ........................... 360-611 1 
Hellenic American Union, Massalias 22 ............... 362-9666 
Instil ut Francais, Sin a 31 ...................................... 361-5575 

Branch: Massalias 16 .................................... 361-0013 
Institute ltaliano, Patission 47 ............................... 522-9294 
Jewish Community Centre, Melidoni 6 ................. 325-2623 
Lyceum of Greek Women 

Dimokritou 14 ................................................ 361-1042 
Society for the Study of Modern 

Greek Culture, Sina 46 ................................... 363-9672 
Swedish Archaeollnst, Mitseon 9 ........................ 923-2102 

Educational Institutions 

American Community Schools ............................. 639-3200 
Athens Center ..... ................................................ 701-2266 
Athens College (Psychico) ................................... 671 -4621 
Athens College (Kantza) ....................................... 665-9991 
Byron College (Maroussi) ..................................... 604-9162 
Campion School ................................................... 813-2013 
College Year in Athens ......................................... 721-6746 
Deree College (Ag Paraskevi) .............................. 639-3250 
Deree College (Athens Tower) ... ......................... 779-2247 
Dropfeld Gymnasium .......................................... 662-0921 
The International Lebanese Green School 601-7115/7872 
Italian School ........................................................ 228-0336 
Italian Archaeol School ....................................... 923-9163 
Kifissia Montessori School .................................. 608-0322 
The University of La V erne ................................... 601-0111 
Lycee Francais ..................................................... 362-4301 

Pooh Corner Kindergarten/Nursery ..................... 601 -1827 
Southeastern College ................... 364-3405, 360-2055/56 
St Catherine's British Embassy ........................... 262-9750 
SI Lawrence College .. ........ ................................. B94-2725 
Tasis Hellenic International School ...................... 606-1426 
Ionic Qenter, Strat Syndesmou 12 ........... ............ 360-4448 
The Old Mill (remedial) ................................ : ........ 601-2556 
University Center for Recogniton of 

Foreign Degrees, Syngrou 11 2 ...................... 923-7835 
TASIS Elementary ................................................ 681 -4753 

Social/Sports Clubs 

Alcoholics Anonymous ....................... 962-7122, 962-721 B 
AI-Anon ............................. .... ............................. 981-5711 
Athenian Hockey Club 

Club Secretary: D Faulkner ........................... 722-9716 
Vice Pres: A Tipper ................................... .... 607-7719 

American Legion (Athens Post) 
Tziraion 9 (near Temple of Zeus) ................... 922-0067 

ACS Tennis Club, 
129 Ag Paraskevi, Halandri ........................... :639-3200 

AOK Tennis Club, Kifissia ..................................... 601 -3100 
Athens Tennis Club, Vas Olgas 2 ........................ 923-2872 
Attica Tennis Club, Filothei ................................... 681-2557 
Canadian Women's Club ..................... 665-2700,235-3763 
Cross-Cultural Association ................................... 804-1212 
Daughters of Penelope 

(Ladies Auxiliary of AHEPA), Formionos 38 
Pangrati .......................................................... 751-9731 

Democrats Abroad ............................................. 722-4645 
Ekali Club, Lofou 15, Ekali ................................... B13-2685 
Fed of Bridge Clubs, Evripidou 6 ......................... 321-0490 
Fed of Greek Excursion Clubs, 

Dragatsanou 4 ................................................ 323-41 07 

Fnenos of Dukakis, Mourousi 1 .......................... 723-2448 
Gliding Club of Atnens, t-'atsamou B ..................... 723-5156 
Golf Club, Glyfada ................................................ (!94-6820 
Greek Girl Guides Association, 

Xenofondos 1 0 .............................................. 323-5794 
Greek Scout Association, Ptolemeo 1 ................. 724-4437 

Greek Touring Club, Polytechniou 12 ................... 524-860( 
Hash House Harriers Jogging Club, ..................... 807 -686< 
Hippodrome, Faliron ........................................... 941 -7761 
New Yorkers Society, Chiou 4 ............ .................. 672-548! 
Overeaters Anonymous ............. ......................... 346-280( 
The Players ........................................................... 666-639< 
Republicans Abroad (Greece) ..... ........................ 681-574; 
Riding Club of Greece, Paradissos ...................... 682-61 2f 
Riding Club of Athens, Gerakas ........ .................. 661-1061 
Sports Center, Agios Kosmas .............................. 981-557: 
Paradissos Tennis Club, Maroussi ...................... 681-1451 
Politia Club, Aristotelous 6 .................................... 801-1561 
Vera Tennis Club, Nea Filothei.681-3562 
Yacht Club of Greece, Microlimano ...................... 417-9731 
YMCA (XAN), Omirou 26 ...................................... 362-6971 
YWCA (XEN), Amerikis 11 ................................... 362-429· 

Business Associations 

Athens Business and Professional Women's 
Club, Ag Zonish 57 ........................................ 661-352: 

Athens, Cosmopolitan Lions Club, 
(Mr P Baganis) .............................................. 360-131. 

European Economic Community (EEC), 
Vas Sophias 2 ............................. .................. 724-396: 

Fed of Greek lndustries,Xenofondos 5 ................ 323-732! 
Foreign Press Association, Akademias 23 ........... 363-7311 
Greek Productivity Canter (EL-KE-PA), 

Kapodistriou 26 ............................................. 360-041 
Hellenic Cotton Board, Syngrou 150 .................... 922-501 
Hellenic Export Promotion Council, Stadiou 24 .... 322-667 
Hellenic Olympic Committee, Kapsali 4 ............... 724-923! 
Hellenic Shipowners' Association, 

Akti Miaouli 85 ................................................ 411-601 
National Organization of Hellenic Handicrafls, 

Mitropoleos 9 .................................................. 322-1 01' 
National Statistical Service, Lykourgou 14-16 ...... 324-760. 
Propeller Club ....................................................... 776-369. 
Rotary Club, Kriezotou 3 ....................................... 362-315• 
Thessaloniki International Fair, Hellexpo, 

Egnatious 154, Thessaloniki .................. . (031 )23-922 

Chambers of Commerce 

Greek 

Athens Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, Akadimias St 7-9 .............. 360-4615/241 1 

Chamber of Fine Arts of Greece, 
Mitropoleos St 36 .......................................... 323-123( 

Geotechnical Chamber of Greece, 
Venizelou St 64, Thessaloniki .............. (031 )27-6617/! 

German Hellenic, D.orileou 1 0-12 ......................... 644-454{ 
The Hellenic Chamber for Development and 
Economic Cooperation with Arab Countries, 

180 Kifissias, Nee Psychico .......... 671-1210,672-666< 
Handicrafls Chamber of Athens, 

Akademias St 1 B ........................................... 363-025: 
Hellenic Chamber of Hotels, Stadiou 4 ................ 323-6641 
Hellenic Chamber of Shipping, 

Akti Miaouli 85 ................................................ 411-6611 
International, Kaningos 27 .................................... 361 -087~ 

Piraeus Chamber of Commerce & Industry, 
Loudovikou St 1, Plateia Roosevelt.. .............. 417-7241 

Professional Chamber of. Athens, 
El Venizelou St 44 ......................................... 360-1651 

Professional Chamber of Piraeus, 
Ag Konstantinou St 3 .................................... .412-150: 

Foreign 

American Hellenic Chamber of Commerce, 
Valaoritou 17 .................................................. 361-638~ 

Arab Hellenic Chamber of Commerce, 
160 Kifissias ....................................... .......... 647-3761 

British Hellenic Chamber of Commerce, 
Valaoritou 4 .................................................... 362-01 6! 

Far East Trade Canter (Rep of China) 
Vas Sophias 54 ............................................. 724-31 Oi 

French Chamber of Commerce, 
Vas Sophias 7a ........ ..................... 362-5516,362-554~ 

German Hellenic Chamber of Commerce, 
Dorilaiou 1 0-12 ............................................... 644-454E 

Hong Kong Trade Development Council, 
Vas Alexandrou 2 .......................................... 724-672< 

Italian Chamber of Commerce, 
Mitropoleos SI 25 .......................................... 323-4551 

Japan External Trade Organization, 
Koumbari 4 ..................................................... 363-062( 

Yugoslav Chamber of Commerce, 
Valaoritou 17 .................................................. 361-842( 

Athens Association of Commercial Agents, 
Voulis St 15 .................. ................................. 323-262< 
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Venice Biennale revived? 

The Greek pavilion was generally considered one of 
the better national representations at this year's 
Biennale which, if not challenging, seemed filled with 
promise for the future 

by Catherine Cafopoulos 

·By consensus the 1988 international 
exhibition was once again a "dis

appointment" in that nothing really · 
new and rivetting in art was shown. 
Therefore, its incomparable and en
chanting backdrop, the 'Siren of the 
Adriatic' , reigned supreme (despite an ,· 
inundation of one million lacklustre 
summer tourists) and generously 
offered her perennial allure to all the 
artists , curators, collectors , dealers and 
critics who join this pilgrimage. When 
all is said and done , the Venice Bien
nale remains at the apex of internation-
al art events which no member of the 
world's art family likes to miss. 

Ambling through the Giardini di 
Biennale among sculptures as diverse 
as Mario Ceroli's Winged Horse (1987) 
and Lynn Chadwick's Back to Venice 
(1988) towards the Italian pavilion, one 
felt the Biennale revived. This year's 

committee obviously strove to resusci
tate and enliven a drowsy status quo 
which has continued since 1968 when 
art-school students occupying the 
Accademia di Belle Arti to demons
trate against the gross commercializa
tion of art-work as a commodity. As a 
consequence, the Biennale was skipped 
altogether in 1970 and in 1972 the prize 
system was abandoned. The Biennale 
thus became a non-competitive art 
show while the Italian pavilion , which 
is the largest , introduced a specific 
theme each time. 

The first winds of change came in 
1986 when awards were reintroduced. 
This year the notion of a theme, which 
was artificial and inhibiting in some 
instances , was abandoned. Another 
new elemen1 has been the emphatically 
dynamic presence from the United 
States of one of the two innovative and 

"Self -portrait in three dimensions" by Nikos Kessanlis 

40 

revolutionary pre-Pop artists, Jasper 
Johns, who, as expected, won this 
year's Leone d' Oro Award. The other 
artist, Robert Rauchenberg, also won 
this award when he officially repre
sented the United States in 1964. 

The Italian pavilion was by the far 
the grandest both in size and the quality 
of its exhibits. A retrospective com
mentary on Italian art movements from 
1948 to the 1980s, it included Alberto 
Burri , an exponent of the abstract 
matter painting; Yiannis Kounellis of 
the Arte Povera movement; and was 
heavily dominated by Francesco 
Clemente, Sandio Chia, Enzo Cucci 
and Minimo Palachino of the Trans
avanguardia of the 80s. Foreign artists 
who live in Italy were also included, 
such as Cy Twombly, Jan Dibbets and 
Markus Liipertz. 

At this year's Biennale all artistic 
forms found expression, some reflect
ing ethnic sources. The installation by 
Belgian Guillaume Bijl - a direct re
construction of a typical prefabricated 
lower middle-class home - embodied 
all the kitsch and boredom (or self
satisfaction) associated with the life
style and tastes of this class in the Low 
Countries. It appears that only an artist 
nurtured in this -environment could 
have conceived of such a work. 

Similarly, some Eastern European 
pavilions gave distinctive clues to the 
socio-political status which exists in 
these countries. Russia's official repre
sentative, Aristarch Lentulov (1882-
1943) was one of the lesser known 
artists of the early 20th century Russian 
avant-garde, a period which coincided 
with the 1917 revolution and seems to 
mirror subtly today the present USSR 
policy of glasnost. 

Likewise, the art at the Hungarian 
pavilion was a far cry from notions of 
art engage of social realism. Instead, 
the refreshing work of Imre Bukta (b . 
1952) and Geza Samu (b. 1947) re
flected an art steeped in local rural 
myth , whereas Sandor Pinczehelyi (b . 
1946) openly satirized his country's 
rigid political regime. 

By contrast the 40 artists who contri
buted to a dryly straight-forward and 
drab accrochage at the GDR's pavillion 
had nothing to show but metre upon 
metre of oppressively sad and somber 
paintings. 

The Spanish pavilion represented by 
Susana Solano (b . 1946) was highly 
worthwhile . Her iron-mesh and rod , 
cage-like sculptures were both seduc
tive and hostile. Literally transparent 
and insubstantial, they sirtmltaneously 
carried a· heavy metaphor of oppression 
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Which is north, which is south? by Vlassis Caniaris 

and a feeling of being trapped. 
The works of British Tony, Cragg (b. 

1949) were perhaps the outstanding 
sculptures at the Biennale. His un
usually flexible sense of manipulation 
as well as his choice of materials and 
themes are extraordinary. He moves 
with astonishing ease from bronze cast
ing and woodcarving to the use of 
plastic bric-abrac and mechanical cogs 
and wheels. Moreover, the mood of his 
work can range from the satirical to the 
endearing, as seen in his greatly en
larged forms- of shells, for instrance
and from the comic to the tragic in 
Inverted Sugar Crop (1987). 

Greece this year was represented by 
Vlassis Caniaris (b. 1928) and Nikos 
Kessanlis (b . 1930). Although the work 
of these artists is artistically dissimilar, 
our pavilion curiously displayed a sub
tle unity and was generally considered 
one of the better national exhibitions. 

Caniaris' work reflects his constant 
concern with social inequality - not 
only within a single stratified society 
but also within the wider context of the 
EC- by underlining the inherent differ
ence between the affluent north and 
the less prosperous south. This was first 
apparent in the "Immigrant" series 
which he executed in the 1960s. Made 
up of life-sized wire mannequins that 
were shabbily clad and shod, it alluded 
to the flux of Mediterranean laborers 
who sought work in the industialized 
north . Which is north, which is south? 
(1987) depicts a beautiful contempor
ary dining table on which a · cucumber 
of gigantic dimensions has been placed 
covered with various national flags. 
The artist seems to be asking how this 
newly acquired wealth is to be shared. 

Kessanlis has reconstructed an 

canvases, paints, easel all randomly 
stacked - over which he has painted a 
portrait of art ctitic Pierre Restany by 
the method of anamorphosis which 
implies that the total and complete 
image can be seen only from one point 
of view. The possibilities open to the 
integration of architectural space (as in 
the reconstructed studio) with the tech
niques of painting as well as with 
mechanical art (photography especial
ly) have preoccupied Kessanlis since 
1965. In this way he has abandoned 
conventional representation or tradi
tional pictorial illusionism in a quest for 
the underlying fundamentals of paint
ing; namely, the paint materials, the 
support (canvas) and above all, the 
artist's personal gesture. 

Besides the official national repre
sentations at the Biennale, there is also 

artist's studio - palettes, stretchers and "Mappemonde" by George Lappas 

the Aperto, or open, section. Here 
artists under 40 chosen by an interna
tional committee of critics are invited 
to participate. Inaugurated in 1980, it is 
held at the Corderia dell' Arsenale, a 
beautiful, monumental and unique 
16th century brick building where ropes 
for the Venetian fleet were fabricated. 

Aperto '88 was more diversified and 
extensive than ever .. More than 80 
artists reflected all the possible "isms" 
and tendencies in every national guise. 
It was an understandably daunting ex
perience. 

Greece's George Lappas' Mappe
monde (1985-88) was distinctly one of 
the most impressive works and was 
considered a favorite for the Aperto 
award. In · fact the prize went to yet 
another American, Barbara Bloom, for 
her L ' Esprit de l' Escalier (1988) in 
which several hats seem to float in a 
luminous environment of blue. Allud
ing to supernatural powers , it is an 
enchanting and mesmerizing work, to 
my mind gimmicky all the same. It was 
obvious, after all, that the hats were 
merely hung from the ceiling by invisi
ble cat-gut. 

Among other artists who stand out 
in Aphto '88 are Briton Tony Bevan 
for his beautiful, painterly surfaces; 
YugoslaV Duba Sambolec, whose 
sculpture Earth and Sky combines the 
tactile with the cerebral ; American 
Meg Webster whose Salt Cone is start
ling and vital; Toshikatsu Endo's circu
lar Forest consisting of cylindrical tree 
trunks filled with still water. 

This year's Biennale may not have 
had the challenge, the excitement nor 
the touch of the new, yet one did come 
away refreshed and revived for what it 
seemed to promise in the future. 0 
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Dinner with Leonard 

The poet in his pinstriped suit 

Sometimes I feel I was really born in 
1967; the year I entered university. 

I was 16, the VietNam War was going 
great guns, and I felt like a kitten 
whose eyes were just opening. 

What the kitten saw was ugly . 
Time a nd Newsweek covers featured 

people like North VietNam's General 
G iap arid the US's Westmore land and , 
in unifo rm, the young and mori bund . 
We were all learning catchwords like 
M- 16 and MIG; Ho Chi Minh Trail and 
DMZ. (Demilitarized Zone . In 1967, 
O h Best Beloved , th ere were still 
DMZ's in the world .) But the October 
Time cover , with Dana Stone 's photo
graph of a fall en American marine, ran 
a banner which ' read : " Rising Doubt 
<\bout T he War. " 

T hat year of the born-aga in kitten , 
Leonard Cohcn's first a lbum , Songs of' 
Leonard Cohen , came o ut around 
Christmastimc and the poems written 
and scored and sung by the Rabbi 's 
grandson from Montreal became part 
of he r vocabulary as we ll . 

I was 17. when I first heard Leonard 
Cohen sing. The songs, for that first 
album , weren't as political as the later 
ones: "Suzanne" and "Sisters of Mer
cy" and "Hey, That 's No Way To Say 
Goodbye". They were love songs tied 
up with ribbons of religion and cyni
cism and despair and compromise. 
(Love in the ruins). 

T he 60s litters believed they'd end 
the war , that love would conquer all. 

4 2 

The cats of the 70s- remember that AP 
photo of the little girl , naked, na
palmed, fleeing the firestorm? - were 
giving up. Leonard Cohen was going 
political. 

Returned from an idyll on Hydra in 
his "First Mate's house" there, and the 
arms of a Norwegian blonde he'd im
mortalize in "Marianne", he came out 
with Songs From A Room. 

The lyrics were more bitter. One of 
them, "St.ory of Isaac", was a sermon 
on the sacrifice of half-blind kittens. It 
was also, as are all Cohen's songs, more 
personal. (Isaac is nine in the song: 
Cohen lost his father, composed his 
first poem, at nine.) 
You who build the altars now 
To sacrifice these children 
'You must not do it anymore. 
A scheme is not a vision 
And you have not been tempted 
By a demon or a god. 
You who stand above them now 
Your · hatchets blunt and bloody 
You were not there before 
When I lay upon a mountain 
And my father's hand was trembling 
With the beauty of the Word. 

So, I and· my peers teethed on a 
distant war and the bittersweet euchar
ist of Cohen. Twenty years have 
passed. Cohen is 53 now and visits 
Hydra seldom. But his 1988 world tour. 
introducing a new album , I'm Y o11r 
Man , brought him to Athens and the 
Lycabettus Theatre . 

Twenty years have passed , and I'm 
no longer a longhaired hippie journal
ism major with a peace sign on the st'a t 
of my purple jeans. I may, In that long 
inte rval , have become a fairly pushy 
woman-scribbler, because I somehow 
managed to pull off dinnn, alone, with 
Leonard Cohen. 

It was June I~ and CohL'Il , we;mng ;1 

pinstriped suit froin Mi l;lll . ltHlkL·d rm 
all the world like a cross hetWL'L'Il Dus
tin Hoffman and A I PaL·irw impersona
ting ·a flat-bel lied Mafioso. I k enjow d 
his fasolada and spaghe tti . and he 
talked for about fi ve hours about every
thing from the Talmlld . his Lithuanian 
mother, Greece in 1959. 13ruce Spring
steen and · the un-named woman he 
intends to marry, to journalism. Cohen 
claims to be , not a lyricist . not a poet , 
not a singe r now, but a journalist. T he 
shoe fits : the songs are still reports 
from the militarized zone(s) . 

Part of the inte rview I can share. 
Part of it was· sung or conducted in 
elevators or behind the piano in the 
Ledra Marriott bar. But "dinner with 

Leonard" I got on tape . A dream come 
true. 
EBH: Why didn't you carry your family 
tradition? 
LC: I did. 
EBH: You became a 'priest'? 
LC: I became a bad priest. 
EBH: There's no such thing as a bad 
priest. 
LC: That's what Graham Greene 
thought. .. 
EBH: What comes ftrst for you, lyrics 
or melody? 
LC: They're usually born together, like 
twins. Maybe one comes out a little 
ahead of the other, but they're close. 
Maybe one line comes and then just. a 
chord change in a certain key - C to F
always a beautiful change: one of the 
most beautiful there is. Just a chord 
change will suggest a line or two ... I'll 
work like that until maybe the first 
verse is done . Then I have a musical 
form. Then there's the bridge. 
EBH: At nine, you understood ... 
LC: ... the connection, instinctively 
made the connection, between lan
guage and deep feeling. 
EBH: Who gave you the raw material at 
home? My own mother read m e 
Shakespeare in the cradle. 
LC: Nobody was ever that mean to me! 
They read me fairy tales, nursery 
rhymes ... lullabies. OH BOY AM I 
EVER LUCKY: SPAGHETTI 
BOLOGNESE! 
EBH: Leonard, that's the only thing I 
can cook ... 
LC: ... can ·you get a divorce? 
EB I 1: Th ere's no death in your lyrics ... 
LC: (digging into the spaghetti) ... no 
death . 
EB H : No death in your lyrics or no 
death , period? 
LC: Well . something between the two. 
EBH: Hoi1' long have you known that? 
LC: I've always known that. 
EBH : Do you put other people's poetry 
to music often? 
LC: Lorca's poem I translated . I trans
lat ed a good poem ("Take This Waltz") 
and I put it in a nice musucal setting, 
and I know it will live forever. 
EB H : Come on; which of your songs 
ll'ill survive? 
LC: "Take This Waltz" - about 23 
years, and then it will be completely 
forgotten, T hey'll all be forgotten: ev
e rything I ever wrote . 
EBH: Does that bother you? 
LC: Not in the least. I couldn't care 
less. 
E BH: Why do you keep singing? 
LC: Who knows. There were other 
things I Was interested in. 
EBH: Such as? 
LC: WORLD DOMINATION! 
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EBH: You like Cavafy, you said. 
LC: "The God Abandons Antony": 
(Declaims) "Like a man long-pre
pared ... " That poem is good. 
EBH: It's pretty close to your world 
view. 
LC: You're there by the window. You 
see them going by. The ghostly clamor. 
The high-pitched voices. The atmos
phere of abandon and ectstasy ... 
EBH: ... and? 
LC: ... you don't say to yourself. Am I 
imagining this; is it really happening? 
It's really happening. 
EBH: And do you try to hold onto it? 
LC: (Grins) For a second or two, why 
not? And you see that that fails ... 
EBH: .. . like relationships? 
LC: .. .like relationships and ALL 
things. 
EBH: Have you ever written anything 
mean, cruel? 
LC: Never. 
EBH: No, not the man who wrote "The 
Guests". Where did that · one come 
from? 
LC: "The Guests" was the nicest song weight. That's what brings the peace 
that ever happend tq me. The music I'd .. . all things having the same weight is 
had for a long time, unusually, but I what we call peace. Those are the really 
didn't know what it was for. And then lovely moments. 
there was this girl who went to Persia to EBH: Few and far between? 
study with the Sufi Order of the Whir- LC: No .- going on all the time. 

· ling Dervishes. She became entitled to EBH: ... but, there's your deep sadness. 
teach the dance and went back to It permeates your songs. 
America and began to teach . To be LC: I'm just "the sad thing" that has 
"entitled" to teach the dance, you must the same weight as the happy thing and 
not only have mastered it, you must the indifferent thing, the beautiful 
have mastered its implications. thing and . the thing. BOY IS THIS 

So, I'd written my song, and this girl FASOLADA GOOD! I'm eating your 
had. begun to form Sufi groups and dinner, too. 
when she was in the Middle East, she'd EBH: How readily do you answer very 
formed an association with a sheikh personal questions? 
who was interested in her personally. LC: There's a certain type of question 
After she'd been teaching for a couple that has the appearance of a personal 
of years, this man came to America to question that you can take a position on 
review the progress of the various Sufi and speak about with a certain amount 
groups and he told her his own were of intimacy. But I don' t think anybody 
dancing to a song written by a wester- can answer really personal questions: I 
ner. And she asked what song. And he think we're all too shy. 
said, "The Guests" - it has the spirit of EBH: How many times have you been 
Roumi in it. Roumi, who lived in the in love? You've never married, but you 
13th century, was the founder of the have two children ... 
Dervishes. He was probably the LC: Well , I started in love, but people 
greatest ascetic religious poet - in the finally weaned me away from it. . . 
same league with King David. EBH: DID YOU HAVE TO SAY 
EBH: Do you aspire to "dance naked", THAT? 
like David, in the streets? LC: .. . BUTTHEYWERENOTSUC-
LC: I have no aspirations. My mind CESSFUL!! 
doesn' t work that way. I think more EBH: But you've never married. 
like - a dog, a TV set and a woman by LC: No. (Sings) I never really fell in 
my side when I think of the really love, so I never saw the point. If I 
wonderful things. understood what "they" were trying to 
EBH: You've got that in alphabetical tell me , I was in love, but they all said 
order. . that wasn't good enough: I had to 
LC: Well , in those moments when · · "fall" . 
those things can be appreciated , they EBH: And that's never happened? 
all have the same value, the same LC: It's finally happened ... if by falling 
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in love they mean that life becomes 
impossible to live and you hardly know 
how to get from one moment to 
another, and that you cannot entertain 
the idea of living without the approval 
and love of "the object". If that's what 
falling in love is, I know what it's like. 
EBH: When did this happen? 

· LC: A few months ago. 
EBH: Where is she? 
LC: (Sings) "Where, where, where is 
my gypsy wife tonight?" Not far . Just a 
heartbeat away. 

· EBH: Will you stay fallen? 
LC: Well that really awful feeling has 
gone. I took a lot of antidepressants 
and spent several months in a monas
tery (grins) and that finally went. I 
never fell in love till I was a man of 52. 
And this new album is for her. 
EBH: "For D./ .", wherever she is. 
Have you gone from sad to tortured, 
then? 
LC: Oh, no! Nietzsche called love " the 
gay science". 
EBH: Well, here's the scholar who 
wrote "0 tangle of matter and ghost" ... 
LC: I WAS a superb lyricist. 
EBH: Was? 
LC: . .. . and completely unrecognized . 
And that's the beautiful thing about 
it.. . 
EBH: "Humbled in love" ... 
LC: I wrote for years and years and 
people laughed. They thought it was 
the funniest stuff in the world. I sang 
my heart out. Everything I felt I wrote 
down. 
EBH: Why? 
LC: Be free from "why"? 
EBH: Well, I've got past "should". 
Maybe "why" will go in a few years. 
LC: You've got a great big heart, Eli
zabeth, but you're very, very cerebral. 
EBH: A lobotomy might help, but then 
I couldn't make any sense of: "Do you 
remember the pledges/That we pledged 
in the passionate night?/They're soiled 
now and torn at the edges/ Like moths 
·on a stale yellow light." 
LC: Cerebral is OK. That's Raja Yoga, 
the path of the mind. 
EBH: I would have preferred a different 
path. 
LC: Well, we never get what we prefer. 

Why do you stand by the window 
Abandoned to beauty and pride 
The thorn of the night in your bosom 
The spear of the age in your side 

0 . chosen love, 0 frozen love, 
0 tangle of matter and ghost; 
0 darling of angels, demons and. saints 
And the whole broken hearted host 
Gentle this soul ... 

"The Window" , 1979 0 
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profile 
------------------------------------------------ -----------------------------------------

His Excellency 
the poet 
Edgardo de Habich is a poet, and 

the Peruvian Ambassador to 
Greece- in that order. Being a poet, he 
says, is something you're born to, re
gardless of whether you become 
famous or not; of whether you write or 
not. "The question is: you are a poet or 
you aren't a poet." 

These days de Habich is writing 
novels. And whereas poems come to 
him out of the blue, as a "feeling", 
prose requires discipline. His ability to 
sit down every day and write he credits 
to the organized, Germanic origins of 
his family and to the fact that a di
plomatic career often affords one the 
time: he cites several published ambas
sadors, including Nobel Prize winners 
Pablo Neruda and George Seferis. 

De Habich, now in his late 50s, 
started in the Peruvian Foreign Office 
at the age of 17, working and studying 
law at the same time. He was first 
posted to Japan, travelling two months 
to get there - ("Thirty-five years ago 
that was possible!") - by boat from 
Lima to Naples, by train up to Venice 
(he had a Venetian grandmother); then 

H.E. Edgardo de Habich: "If I'd be
come a lawyer, I'd never have met In
dira Gandhi" 
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on to Athens, Cairo, Beirut, Damas
cus, Bangkok, Tokyo - as much as 
possible by boat and train . "I don't like 
airplanes and I don't like cars," says the 
ambassador. 

He began writing at 18, winning 
several prizes in South America in the 
early years, including one for a play 
about the ancient Greek, Erostratos, 
who burned down the Temple of Arte
mis at Ephesus. This work has just 
been translated into Greek and is in 
fact the first Peruvian drama in Greek: 
it is to be published this year in a single 
volume. in both Spanish and Greek 
(translation by Antonis and Gloria 
Hatzopoulos; Nea Sinora). 

De Habich wrote the play 30 years 
ago after reading a short story by Jean
Paul Sartre which mentioned Eros
tratos. 

"I looked for him in the encyc
lopedia and found only a few lines. In 
356 BC he burned down one of the 
seven 'Wonders of the World' because, 
as he said at his trial, he wanted to 
become immortal. After the play is 
published, I'd like to see it performed 
here." 

After Japan, de Habich spent four 
or five years each in Denmark and 
India, which 'appear to have been' his 
favorite posts ("but I can't say that 
because I am an Ambassador") . 

In Denmark he fell in love with the 
Norse sagas and a Swedish woman, 
began growing his beard ("I was practi
cally the only one in the Peruvian di
plomatic corps at the time with a 
beard") and was denied promotions 
twice because he didn't want to leave. 
A posting in India followed. 

"India can be a little difficult in the 
beginning because of the climate and 
the poverty, but if you enter into the 
life of the country, have good Indian 
friends, ach, the country is magic, au
thentically magic!" 

His next post was Bolivia where ·he 
met his present wife (he has two chil
dren by an early marriage) , a widow 
with three children, and they married 
by proxy when he was sent to the Soviet 
Union. 

"I empowered our Ambassador in 
Bolivia to 'marry' my wife, represent
ing me at the ceremonY: They said it 
was a fantastic wedding, and there I 
was in Russia." 

After the USSR, his first ambas
sadorial posting was to Algeria·, then 
Cuba and he is now the first Peruvian 
Ambassador to Greece, where he 

opened the embassy last year. 
As to whether the diplomatic corps 

was in the end a good choice of career 
for him, de Habich is ambivalent. "If I 
had become a lawyer I'd never have 
met Indira Gandhi, Nehru, some of the 
great gurus of India, the Queen of 
England, the Shah, Nixon, and Kissin
ger in the Kremlin. But of course you 
pay; for all the wonderful things you 
pay." 

The drawbacks are rootlessness, loss 
of friends and lovers, watching one's 
children suffer. 

"You understand why you're up
rooting yourself every few years- basi
cally because someone is paying you to 
clo it. But children don't understand; 
no one is paying them." 

He is currently taking a break be
tween novels. His last was longer than 
usual - over 500 pages - and when 
people ask him how long it took him to 
write it, he says: "306 whiskeys ." The 
next one will be started on his birthday, 
a couple of weeks off ("I'm very super
stitious"), but de Habich is disciplined 
and writes daily. 

"Look," he pulls out a sheet of 
paper, folded and refolded , full of tiny 
notes. "This for me is the start of a new 
novel. I have stacks of these papers; the 
question is .to decide what comes first , 
second and so on. With one of these 
notes I can write eight, ten pages (first 
written longhand and then typed, al
ways on a manual typewriter). My one 
great problem is figuring out what I 
meant by the riote!" 

Superwoman, 
Ob./Gyn. 
Dr Konstantina Ambela , born and 

. brough1 up in Czechoslovakia of 
Greek parents, came to Greece eight 
years ago to practice medicine. She is 
an obstetrician/gynecologist at Alexan
dras Hospital, is in private practice and 
teaches at the Medical School of the 
University. 

She has the look of a woman who 
loves her work , yet she's been trying to 
convince her younger sister, a medical 
student in Prague intent on obstetrics, 
to choose another specialization. 

"It's a happy specialization, dealing 
with healthy young women and babies , 
but you're always running. A normal 
tabor can change from one minute to 
the next and you have to make instant 
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Dr Ambela "It would be nice if days had 
48 hours!" 

decisions . It's a difficult specialization, 
somatically, for a woman." 

Dr Ambela had left for the hospital 
at eight am the day before and returned 
home 30 hours later; then'after a light 
lunch ("I like to look nice; to be slim") 
and a rest , had kept office hours until 
eight pm. 

In the course of a "normal" week, 
she has at least one 24-hour shift, works 
every morning at the hospital , teaches, 
sees private patients three evenings a 
week, attends the occasional medical 
conference and submits articles to fo
reign medical journals. She speaks En
glish , Russian , Czech and Greek. 

"And you see these papers?" she 
says pointing to a stack on her desk 
next to three bud vases, "A week ago 
we finished. a conference on breast can
cer. I have to study it all , 'metabolize' 
it." 

Ambela is not married and questions 
whether she ever will be considering 
the schedule she keeps. 

"Of course my partner would have 
to respect my job and I would have to 
respect his, but this respect does not 
really produce anything else . We have 
to be together; to build. And when 
would we be together? Between nine 
and 11 pm? Life together cannot con-
sist of two hours. " · 

She complains that she has little time 
to window shop, see her friends , keep 
house, but she is loathe to give up any 
part of her "job" . 

"In private practice you can take a 
pregnancy and labor from beginning to 
end and you're much closer to your 
patients , but on the other hand , hospit
al life is very nice. It offers you so many 
changes: it's stimulating, irritative ." 

"Unfortunately the day has 24 hours · 
only. It would be so nice if it had 48; 
even 28! " D 

Pat Hamilton 
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c1nema . . 

. '. ..... .-. .. -. . ). ::: 

Fall Films: classics,''lndies'' and eyebrow-raisers 

T his coming season, the selection 
of films which will be shown in 
Athens reflects greater imagina

tion and some calculated risk-taking on 
the part of distributors not evident as 
recently as a few years ago. 

This can be attributed largely to the 
scare caused by the severe crisis facing 
the cinemas: attendance dropped at' 
least 20 percent last year. Key figures in 
the cinema scene have realized that 
renovation of theaters is essential to 
attracting audiences; yet this will be a 
futile effort if films do not have enough 
appeal to incite viewers to abandon 
their VCRs and televisions for an even
ing out. 

Greek distributors have, however, 
acknowledged a shift in the preferences 
of movie audiences. A few years ago 

· they were fond of saying "Greeks like 
action films and romances with big 
name stars." It is true that The Witches 
Of Eastwick, an erotic drama starring 
Jack Nicholson and Cher, and The Un
touchables, an action-filled suspense 
film with fine performances by Robert 
DeNiro and Se an Connery, fall into 
these categories and were among the 
most successful releases last season. 

On the other hand, Bernardo Berto
lucci's fascinating but slow-moving 
three-hour historical epic, The Last 
Emperor was cast with relat.ive un-

Sheila McCarthy in "I've Heard The 
Mermaids Singing" 
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knowns except for Peter O'Toole; yet it 
was among the top grossers last season. 
Stanley Kubrick's Full Metal Jacket is 
an action-packed drama about the 
training of a unit sent to Viet Nam. It 
was one of the most popular films of 
last season, proving that audiences are 
drawn · by interesting scenarios and 
good acting even if the cast does not. 
include superstars. 

For the past decade, prograf\lming 
worldwide has catered to the 16 to 
24-year-old set who have dominated 
the cinema audiences. Their favorite 
genres- puerile sex farces, gory horror 
movies and sci-fi fantasies - were 
churned out relentlessly. One success 
spawned innumerable sequels and im
itations; this fall, Friday the 13th, Part 
7, will be released. Older audiences 
were relegated to their VCRs and were 
overlooked when it came to cinema 
production or programming. 

Last year, movie attendance in the 
USA by those 40 and older rose 56 
percent over the 1986 figures, accor
ding to the Motion Picture Association 
of America. A similar trend has been 
noticed in Greece although statistics 
aren't available here. In a strange way, 
the video craze in Athens has helped to 
cultivate more sophisticated movie au
diences of all ages. Many people who 
buy a VCR use it as their main source 
of entertainment for some time after
wards, rarely budging from their 
homes. 

Many of the approximately 2500 
video stores in Greece cater to those 
viewers addicted to commercial com
edies, adventures and Kung-Fu flicks. 
But people who venture out to the 
cinema these days generally· desire 
more than mindless blood-and-guts 
spectacles. A few years ago Philip 
Kaufman's The Unbearable Lightness 
Of Being, a three-hour study of the 
love affair of a young couple during the 
Russian takeover of Czechoslovakia in 
the late 1960s, would have been consi
dered box office poison; well-cast but 
no superstars, too long and shot in an 
unglamorous setting and period. 
However , Athenian audiences were 
drawn to the simplified but appealing 
screen adaptation of Milos Kundera's 
novel and the film did very well at the 
box office. 

It is not always easy to find quality 
films and .older classics on video cas-

settes in Athens but they do exist. 
Never has the public had such an 
opportunity to be better informed ab
out films than right now. Purists feel 
that a film must be seen on the silver 
screen, at least for the first viewing. A 

·number of classic re-releases such· as 
The Lady From Shanghai and On The 
Beach have attracted sizable audiences 
in Athens the past few seasons, giving 
many viewers their first opportunity to 
see these "oldies but goodies" in a 
cinema. 

Nostalgia bu~fs usually become 
ecstatic when any of Marilyn Monroe's 
films are mentioned. The blonde god
dess's breathless sensuality and appeal
ing mixture of innocence and eroticism, 
still draw viewers 26 years after her 
death. 

Two of Monroe's films of the 1950s, 
Niagara and River Of No Return were 
re-released last season. This year she 
will be seen in Howard Hawks' flam
boyantly flashy musical Gentlemen Pre
fer Blondes in which she eo-stars with 
Jane Russell as an Arkansas girl gold
digging in Paris. Monroe also has a 
supporting role as a dumb blande 
Joseph Mankiewicz's brilliant comic 
drama All About Eve in which Betty 
Davis is riveting in her portrayal of 
Margo Channing, a fading stage star 
who utters such memorable lines as 
"Fasten your seat belts; it's going to be 
a bumpy night." 

Three vintage Frank Capra produc
tions slated for re-release include You 
Can't Take It With You, Lost Horizon 

. and It Happened One Night, one of the 
most beloved of the "old chestnuts", a 
thorougly delightful romantic caper 
starring Clark Gable and Claudette 
Colbert. 

The older films of Alfred Hitchcock, 
. the "Master of Suspense", have been 
very popular in re-release as well. This 
year Lifeboat and two features never 
before seen in Greece will be screened. 

Blackmail (1929) is a psychological 
suspense which contains a balanced 
dose of commercial and creative ele
ments. Enormously popular when first 
released , it was Hitchcock's last silent 
film which was later converted to the 
first British talkie with limited success. 
Murder (1930) has a classical detective 
story plot but foreshadows Hitchcock's 
later maturity and freedom of ex
pression. 
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I ndependent productions are flour
ishing in the United States and 

Europe and each year more of the in are 
screened in Greece. "Indies" have low
er budgets than mainstream produc
tions and tend to focus on everyday 
people in unusual but believable situa
tions. This season's crop of indepen
dent films features outsiders, those who 
are removed from a conventional exist
ence by choice or by a twist of fate. 

In Mike Newell's Soursweet, Chen 
(Danny Dun), an immigrant from 
Hong Kong who is supporting his fami
ly by working as a waiter, unwittingly 
becomes involved with the underworld 
when he is desperate for cash. He hides 
out from the thugs by cooking ·in a 
restaurant owned by his enterprising 
wife. 

Joe Kenehan (Chris Cooper) is a 
union organizer who defies corporate 

Scene from John Sayles' "Matewan" 

interests by mobilizing striking miners 
in a West Virginia town in 1920 in John 
Sayles' well-made drama Matewan. 
Permanent Vacation, the first feature of 
Jim Jarmusch whose later films Stran
ger Than Paradise and Down By Law 
are special favorites of college-age 
Greeks, is a semi-documentary about 
Aloyisous Parker, a young wanderer 
who lives on the streets of Manhattan. 

A number of the new crop of inde
pendent films introduce memorably 
offbeat women leads. Sheila McCarthy 
is Polly, a lovable bumbler in Patricia 
Rozema's I've Heard The Mermaids 
Singing. Polly gets a job as an assistant 
to an art curator and is wonderfully 
humorous in her attempts to be soph
isticated. 
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In Gabriel Axel's Babette's Feast, 
the Danish film that won the Academy 
Award for best foreign film, Babette 
(Stephanie Audran) appears midway 
through the film as a penniless Parisian 
refugee who seeks refuge in Jutland. 
She cooks her feasts for two aged 
preacher's daughters, while harboring a 
most surprising secret. 

Two new releases that have pro
voked controversy in the United States 
are Dennis Hopper's Colors and Mar
tin Scorsese's The Last Temptation Of 
Christ. 

. Hopper's volatile drama about vio
lent gang members in Los Angeles who 
are pitted against tough cops led by 
Robert Duvall unfortunately inspired 
local gang warfare after some screen
ings. 

Scorsese's adaptation of Kazant
zakis' novel has caused vigorous cam- · 

paigning and protesting by religious 
groups which culminated in evangelist 
Bill Bright's (of the California-based 
"Campus Crusade For Christ") vowing 
he would raise the estimated 
$10,000,000 the studio has spent for the 
film in exchange for all the prints. 
Although Scorsese has insisted the film 
is "deeply religious and faith-affirm
ing", the protesters' outcry focused on 
the scenes in which Jesus is shown as 
full of self-doubt and capable of hatred 
and lust. 

In a fantasy sequence, he makes love 
to Mary Magdalene while his guardian 
angel watches. The brouhaha over. the 

· · film is reminiscent of that provoked by 
Michael Cacoyannis' adaptation of 
Kazantzakis' novel Zorba The Greek 

lane Russell, Charles Coburn and 
Marilyn Monroe in "Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes" 

(1964) . Orthodox Church leaders were 
so incensed by the film they suggested 
that Cacoyannis be excommunicated as 
Kazantzakis had been. 

Woody Alien and John Waters, two 
directors noted for comedies which 
parody the foibles of the middle class, 
although in widely divergent styles, 
have both abruptly altered their 
directorial courses. Woody Alien's 
Hannah And Her Sisters, his richest 
and most insightful film since Manhat
tan, was followed by Radio Days, a 
warm recreation of the time when radio 
programs were the focal point of most 
families' homelife. 

In Alien's latest festure, September, 
he has returned to the somber form of 
Interiors and has created a ponderous 
drama about a household of troubled 
souls, including Mia Farrow, en
trenched in their own neurotic morass. 

Septeri1ber was not well received by 
some critics and Alien fans who prefer 
his existential musings to be leavened 
by his irrisistably charming humor. 

John Waters , director of the bizarre 
underground classics Pink Flamingos 
and Polyester, which was filmed in 
"Odorama" (the audience was given 
"scratch'n sniff" pads) shocked some of 
his followers by making Hairspray, a 
PG movie that has become a main
stream success. The late star , Divine, 
the 300-pound tl:ansvestite, is cast in 
her final role as the mother of Tracy 
Turnblad, a zaftig teenager who be
comes a local celebrity on the Corny 
Colline TV Dance Party in Baltimore 
in 1962. 0 
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dance 

Bejart on the rocks 

Maurin! Bcjart 

A t the risk of sticking my neck out 
and o r putting it on the block of the 

guillotine, I must say that I was not 
impressed by Maurice Bejart's new 
offe rings presented this year at Herod 
A tticus. 

My English and American colleagues 
all seem to have been dutifully impress
eel. Possibly they were favorably influ
e nced by a trip to Lausanne and a late 
night party to which everybody who is 
anybody in the dance word was invited. 
Too, a great deal of money has been 
sunk into Bejart's move to Lausanne 
and I suppose everyone is hoping that he 
can justify the change of venue. 

For those of you who are not balle to
manes·, Bejart is one of the giants of . 
ballet. Born in 1927, he· was the son of 
the philosopher Gaston Berger who 
greatly influenced his· work which some-
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times resembles opera rather than 
ballet. 

Like many other famous dancers and 
choreographers before him, Bejart 
turned to ballet due to physical weak
ness. He was immediate ly charmed by 
the dance and maintains that the profes
sion chose him rather than the other 
way round . 

H e continued his studies with Leo 
Staats and Madam Evkorova , simul
taneously completing degrees in 
psychology and aesthetics. His dance 
career took him a ll over E urope . He has 
danced with Dame Margot Fonteyn and 
with the Paris Ballet directed by Roland 
Pe tit. Petit is a " theatrical" choreog
rapher rathe r than one with <i pa rticular 
talent for creating dance movements, 
and o ne can see the influence of Petit's 
work in Bejart's · own choreography. 
Both men utilize modern ballet steps 
rather than the classical forms. 

While dancing with the London City 
Ballet Bejart was introduced to the 
wo rk of Je rome Robbins, an extremely 
talented creator of movement. Late r, 
Brigit Kulberg of the Swedish Ballet 
introduce him to the work of Kurt Joss, 
one of the most important mode rn Ger
man dance pionee rs. In 1950 Bejart 
choreographed his first piece titled Un
known , to a song by Edith Pia f . He 
greatly impressed critic Jean Laurent 
and in 1959 he was invited to choreo
graph Stravinsky's The Rite of Spring. 

His success was so great that he was 
offe red a theatre in Brussels and found
ed a big company'there called the "Bal
le t. of the 20th Century". T he company 
existed for 28 years giving performances 
in football stadiums as well as theatres 
and enjoying a tremendous fo llowing 
amoungst young people . 

Bejart also founded a school called 
"Mudra" which offered yoga every 
morning in addition to dance classes. 
A n excellent idea and unique in the 
weste rn dance world. Students also re
ceived fine theatrical training in addi
tion to their dance studies. In 1987, 
Bejart moved his whole company to 
Lausanne after arguments over budgets 
for opera and ballet. (Ballet , of course, 
was receiving less funding as in the case 
in most opera houses). The move was 
sponsored by an extremely wealthy 

Swiss businessman Phillippe Brauns
chweig, who had already established an 
international dancers' competition and 
who has now established a choreogc 
raphers' competi tion. Thus, the success 

· of the present performances is vital to 
the company's new life . 

I saw two of the three programs pre
sented at Herod Atticus. The first , Mal
raux ou la Metam orphose des Dieux , 
was the most interesting. There was a lot 
of dialogue mostly in French, so the 
piece was almost a play with the changes 
in scene (of which there were many) and 
music overshadowing the actual 
choreography of dance steps. 

Malraux himself was not represen
ted , but different characters from his 
books were (it is a common device of 
Bejart's to have several dancers repre
sent different aspects of a single perso
nality). Since it has become a common 
device , however, it has lost the element 
of surprise it once had but it is still 
inellectually challenging. 

The male dancers who portrayed 
Malraux's characters were , as .always, 
excellent and· the choreography far 
more attractive than the choreography 
for the women. 

I feel sorry for female dancers in 
Bejart's company: the movements he 
gives them rely on an extraodinary flex
ibility which he converts (for the most 
part) into ugly gyrations. The dancers 
have to rely on acrobatic distor tions for 
choreography: there is no glorification 
of womanhood to match and balance 
the celebration of manhood in his work. 
No woman is allowed " to develop soul", 
but must perform empty movements 
which , in my mind , belittle feminine 
beauty and power. 

There is no love for the feminine in 
Bejart , and it really makes me quite 

.angry and sick. 
There were many lightning-fast 

changes of mood , scene and music to 
cover up the shallowness of the 
choreography. There were also. many 
changes in costume- some of them very 
fancy designs by G ianni Versace with 
wigs , shoes and heavy dresses. Another 
distraction ! 

i must admit my enjoyment of the 
second program was marred from the 
start : it is getting to be less and less of a 
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pleasure to go to Herod Atticus. 
I puchased tickets in the upper tier, 

but being a hard-working individual , I 
finished at 8:00 pm. The performance 
was to start at 9:00 but it seems in order 
to find parking space and a decent seat 
one must be there by 7:00. When I 
arrived, the place ·was full and, along 
with at least 50 other people, I had to 
squat up on the rocks only to be haras
sed by the police during the intermis
sion. As I said to the gentleman in blue, 
he should be apologizing to me for hav
ing to sit in the dirt after paying 1200 
drachmas for my ticket. r 

I descended from the rocks to stand 
for the rest of the performance until 
some friends found me a seat when two 
bored individuals left. Before the begin- · 
ing of the second half of the perform ace 
I was treated to an additional show: the 
policemen began dragging people down 
from the rocks. 

Some spectators were more stubborn 
than others as there were no seats . One 
policeman started to push a young man 
and only stopped when the crowd 
started jeering and shouting. 

It was then that I started to wonder if 
I was at a civilized cultural event or at a 
football match. Gone was my pleasent 
evening at the ballet. 

Incidently, at the time of Bejart's 
performances, there were still no En
glish programs available to augment the 
auidience's enjoyment of the perform
ances at the ancient theatre. 

In any event, from my perch atop the 
rocks, Light Suite with lovely music by 
Vivaldi seemed pretty shallow with the 
exception of an occasional movement 
capturing the spirit of Italian sculpture. 
Jorge Donn's solo showed .that he still 
has a great and sensitive presence. 

Three Studies for Alexander per
formed with Fernande Bujones dealt 
with a dancer who dreamed about danc
ing the part of Alexander the Great. 
Bujones is, of course, a performer who 
is a cut above the others. His presence is 
stronger and brighter and his dancing 
full of the confidence of a great star, but 
I can't help feeling he didn't pull out all 
the stops. This was not a dazzling gala 
performance. It's only Athens after all: 
a shame, because, we Athenians so look 
forward to seeing dancers of this caliber. 
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classifieds 
Cost 1200 drs all inclusive for a minimum 

15 words; 15 drs each additional word. 

All ads must be prepaid by cash, cheque 

or money order. Deadline is the 15th of. 

each month for the following issue. 

EMPLOYMENT 

COIFFURE COSTAS is on the lookout for a super 
hair-cutter- someone talented, exprerienced and enthu
siastic. Tel. 808-0576/801-7080. 

FOR RENT 

"-partment with or without furniture and telephone. 
Three bedrooms, 260 sq metres, fourth floor, at Patriar
chou loa:cheim 47. For rent to a couple in the diplomatic 
corps. For information: 896-3945/723-9348. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

VISIT THE CROSSROADS, the church with a heart in the 
heart of Athens. 770-5829, 801 · 7062. 
Jenny Colebourne's BODY CONTROL CENTER offers 
specialist exercise sessions, Yoga courses, "Reiki" (natu- . 
ral healing), and cranial treatments. Please call 723-1 397 
for further information. 

DION. ARVANITAKIS M.D., B.Sc., 
· L.M.C.C. 

OBSTETRICIAN - GYNECOLOGIST 

N. American registered 

By appointment: Tel.671-2512, 672-5153 

DENTIST 
PHIL. ROSSI DOS 

16 Nikis St. Syntagma Sq. 
Tel.: 32.20.040 

Residence telephone for 
emergencies 93.34.961 

Your Athens Office 
Offers the world of business 
- at your fingertips 
• Furnished executive offices 
• Telefax, telex. telephope.mail services 
• Multilingual word processing 
' Expert translation and interpreting service. 

Greek, English. French. German. 
Italian. Arabic 

' Full and part-time secretaries 
' Established in 1972 

Executive Services Ltd. 
Athens Tower B. Suite 506. GR· Il5 27' 
Tel : 770.1062 · 778.3698 
Fax 779.5S09 Telex : 214227/216343EXSEGR 

SERVICES 
SARAKINOS "HELP BY CORRESPONDENCE" 
FOUNDATION, 4 Chiou SI, 152 31 Halandri, Athens, 
Greece. Twenty-four hours a day, all year, we are here 
waiting to help you with any problem by correspond
ence. After you have tried everything else, turn to us. 
Depressed, handicapped, lonely, imprisoned, 
addicted? All fetters answered. With love ofGod, Dr. 
Agis Sarakinos. 

LESSONS 
MODERN GREEK FOR FOREIGNERS Qualified ex
perienced Greek teacher would like to teach the staff of 
a company or a bank or an embassy from September 
or October 19881ill June 1989. Quick modern method; 
also private lessons, all levels. Please write: P.O. Box 
31423, 100 35 Athens, or call, 5-7 p.m.: 865-9379. 

CHRISTOS N. KOUTSIAS D.D.S. 

· Restorative Dentistry 

F. Instructor Georgetown Univ. , Washington , 
D.C., P .G . in Crown-Bridge and Occlusion 

Loukianou 19, Kolonaki Square. 

Telephone: 729-0081 

Gallery anu objects of art: jewellery, sma ll sculptures. si lkscrecns and lithographs. 

<I se lection of books a nu records , <llld other fine gifts 

Aithrio Shopping Centre Mesogion 419 Aghia Paraskevi 

the · · 
newsstand 

The best selection of English paper-backs in Kifissia 
36 Kiriazi Str., Kifissia 
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the world of music 
A royal-democratic treat 
0 rchestral democracy seems to be 

in good shape and producing mar
velous resu~ts if it is to be judged by the 
self-governing body at the Royal 
Philharmonic which gave two splendid 
concerts under .Vladimir Ashkenazy at 
the beginning of August as a part of the 
Atnens Festival. 

The first concert included Joaquin 
Rodrigo's Concierto de Aranjuez 
(1939), famous for the many light adap
tions made of it and its extremely melo
dic adagio. The guitarist was Dionys
sios Dervis, 28, an accomplished Greek 
soloist. Unfortunately the guitar · was 
amplified and a speaker very close to 
my ear. Dervis has a firm hand , musi
cality and power, but some of the faster 
passages needed more polish and care. 

In this piece and Tchaikovsky's 
"Manfred" Symphony, the Royal 
Philharmonic under Ashkenazy was 
captivating in the brilliance of its 
sound, the cohesion. of the ensemble 
and the excitement of its climaxes. 
Even so, there always seemed to be 
even more sound for a finale. 

Benjamin Britten's Piano Concerto, 
op. 13, (1938) opened the concert the 
following day. Though an early work it 
is most interesting for its sparkling 
orchestration , surprising instrumental 
effects and vivid rhythms. In fact the 
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least interesting element in the work is 
the piano part and Jean-Louis Steuer
man's accurate and precise playing did 
nothing to imbue it with life, not even 
in the Liszt-like bravura passages. Yet 
the orchastra itself was a delight. 

And even more so in Gustav 
Mahler's First Symphony, "the Titan". 
Here the strings ran along at an amaz
ing speed without the slightest loss of 
precision. The woodwinds were bril
liant in their dazzling clarity and the 
brass section ranged from the most 
exquisite pianissimo to Olympian 
heights. 

Polish rarity 
Athenians had the unique opportun

ity this summer to hear the little 
known, yet probably the best of Polish 
operas, Karo Szymanowski 's King Ro
ger. Szymanowski. who was the first 
Polish composer to receive internation
al recognition after Chopin , was the 
leading ·expone nt of the Polish musical 
school which rose rather late to join 
other great ·national schools' of eastern 
Europe . 

Set in the eclectic world of Norman 
Sicily with its mixti1rc of Greek. Ara
bic. Byzantine and Latin elements. its 
conflict between Christianity and paga-

nism, King Roger reflects the equally 
eclectic musical predilections of the 
composer for French impressionism, 
German neo-romanticism and medie
val choral chant. 

King Roger, which premiered in 
Warsaw in 1926, is curiously static. Its 
climaxes seem artificial, its ecstacies 
hoped for rather than achieved. Its 
dramatic form is more that of a cantata 
than an opera and the local line is 
strangely distant from the orchestra's. 

·Much of this is due to the libretto which 
is very talkative and emotionally in
direct. 

Yet the music is often splendid, sen
sual in orchestration, rich in nuance 
and elaborate in vocal writing. The 
Teatr Wielki of Warsaw, which gave us 
such a m arvelous Boris, was very near
ly in as fine a form. Conductor Sata
nowski , the orchestra and the beauti
fully trained chorus were first-rate and · 
the cast led by Florian Skulski (Roger) , 
Krystyna Wysockakochen (Roxana) 
and Koshan as the Shepherd represen
ting Dionysos were all excellent. 

The story of the opera , in which a 
highly pious court abandons power, 
religion and social status in its conver
sion to the Dionysian cult of beauty, is 
faithful to the composer's aestheticism. 
Indeed , the text might have been writ
ten by Oscar Wilde himself and the 
opera catches much of the charm, 
though little of the drama, of that fasti
diously literary movement. 

Small is beautiful 
The Pendeli Festival is a minor but ami
able series of musical performances 
which takes place for a few weeks every 
summer in the courtyard of the neo
Gothic palace of Sophie, Duchesse de 
Plaisance. Over the years the festiva l 
has concentrated on small-scale artistic 
events and its chamber groups often 
give promising young artists a chance. 

One of its programs this season was 
devoted to Pergolesi's wonderful little 
opera buffa La Serva Padrona, pre
ceded by Albinoni's famous Adagio and 
Vivaldi's Concerto grosso No.8 in A 
Major. As the early part of the program · 
fe ll afoul of a gale blowing down from 
the higher crags of Mount Pendeli and 
making off with scores and smaller stage 
props, it is not surprising that the first 
two offerings were rather randomly per- · 
formed by the miniscule orchestra 
under Lefteris Halkiadakis . 

In La Serva Padrona Andreas 
Kouloumbis, the National Opera's 
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veteran baritone, starred in a cast of 
three, one of whom is mute. He sang 
with abandon, humor and fine musi
cianship. Maro Nikaki is charming to 
look at but vocally well past her prime. 
Halkiadakis, as usual, read rather than 
led the score. The production was for
tunate to include the gifted mime, Ale
xis Stylios, and it was directed with great 
style, originality and fun by Carmen 
Roungeri. 

Mahler revisited 
' 

The Greek Radio Orchestra and Choir 
together with:tlte Children's Choir of 
the Church of t~i Holy Trinity, Thessa
loniki, and Mafkella Hatziano, mezzo, 
conduced by Horst Neumann gave a 
repeat performance of Mahler's Third 
Symphony for the Athens Festival. The 
concert was well attended and the con
ductor spared no efforts to repeat his 
great success at the Pall as Theatre which 
was reviewed in these columns last 
winter. 

Unfortunately, the sharp and ·uncon
toured ' acoustics of the Odecin of Herod 
Atticus revealed all the shortcomings of 

his orchestra which seemed generally 
less alert than at the earlier concert. 
Neumann's firm hand, however, kept 
things in order and Markella Hatziano 
showed progress. 

Playing it light 

With numerous awards and 13 
albums to her credit, Canadian 

guitarist Liona Boyd is quite a celebrity 
by now. On Canada Day she played at 
the Athens College Theatre for a spe
cially invited audience. 

It seems she was asked to 'play it 
light' on this occasion for her program 
was composed of 17 small pieces which 
she introduced herself. Some pieces she 
had composed alone, some in col
laboration with her friend, Richard 
Fortin, a composer whose own works 
figured prominently on the program. 

Miss Boyd's musicality and techni
que are obvious. She has a natural 
instinct for melodiousness and a feeling 
for the contrasting- or corresponding
elements of a tune. 'Her pianissimo is 
exquisite and her capacity to build to a 
climax out of the meagre volume of the 

;I' 

guitar quite remarkable. 
As a composer of minor yet fully 

mature compositions in their own right, 
Liona Boyd is not negligible. 

Her greatest quality is her actual 
sound . So agreeable is it that it be
comes difficult to forget pieces she has 
played for long afterwards. It must be 
admitted nevertheless that this sound 
becomes rather too sugary at times. Its 
sweetness put me - as it should Liona
on the alert. 

Miss Boyd has spent considerable 
time in Mexico and, I would hazard, 
some South American countries too, 
judging from so many Latin-American 
names on the program. In part this may 
explain her naturalness which, coupled 
with her unerring technique, make her 
such a remarkable musician. 

Popularity is sometimes an untrust
worthy guide however, and her con
stant mixing (as her records indicate) of 
the popular with the classical may- or 
may not - result in some impairment of 
the latter. Only she, by carefully choos
ing the repertoire to which she should 
dedicate her unquestionable talents, 
can avert this possible danger. o 

To service our ever-expanding route network, Thai International has one of the world's most modern fleet of aircraft. This includes six ~ 1'1 _ 
magnificent 747Bs and Asia's largest fleet of wide- bodied A300s, spearheaded by the hHech A300-600s. To top tt all off, our new Btg ~ 1 h01

1 Tops are on the way. Thai. Centuries-old traditions. Innovative thinking. State-of-the-art technology. Smoo<has" k 

For reservations, please contact Thai Airways International, 1·3, Lekka Street, Athens, I 0563 Greece. Tel: 324 3241 ·3. 

THE ATHENIAN SEPTEMBER 1988 51 



I . 

spaggos . - putting it all together -
. . ' 

·:-~ 
. 1: . ' · , ·' f ... :·' ; '.: 

:S .... ' ... , ... · ,. 

; ' A 11' 

"r I , ~ 1 
.. ,. 1 

'; .,t:.: : 

. 
• ,~ • I ' -

A pseudoneuropterous social insect 

I n Africa their communities are often nests. From the outside the wood may 
a great tourist attraction and, of seem perfectly sound , but inside the 

course, the aardvark with his curvr_d filigree of tunnels forms a hollow core 
claws and extensile tongue loves them. which can bring a house crashing down 
Elsewhere, friends are few and great in a pile of sawdust and splinters as 
amounts of energy and money are spent surely as Samson brought down the 
on getting rid of them. Temple of Dagon. You can foil their 

Very often their cousin, the winged dastardly designs by sealing masonry 
ant, is mistaken for them. There are two cracks, properly ventilating the nether 
easily recognizable distinctions, regions of buildings and by not attract-_ 
however, between ants and termites ing them in the first place by leaving 

' which can make you an instant expert. piles of discarded lumber or cellulose 
Ants have hour-glass figures with trash lying around . 
Edwardian waistlines: termites are so Dampness is their favorite milieu: 
stuffed with sawdust they resemble pun- therefore good drainage around found-
ching bags. The wings of ants are also ations is a great deterrent. No wood 
more graceful- the rear pair consider- should touch ihe ground. Mount found-
ably smaller than the front pair - where- ations and wooden steps on concrete or 
as the despicable termite is smugly hap- cement blocks. Paint wooden fence 
py with both pairs of wings being nearly posts with an anti-termite compound. 
the same size. The dry wood termite and powder 

If the hills on your horizon are ant post beetle both love funiture as well as 
domiciles , a few applications of used the -rest of your wooden kingdom. 
coffee grounds and water will soon have Wingless, but with teeth of tempered 
them seeking new housing. steel, they chomp their way through a 

There are two kinds of termites , both taboret with effortless ease leaving a 
equally damaging and to be extermin- powdery residue where once a mighty 
ated as soon as possible! oak (leg) stood. 

Ground nesters, those that enter The best protection against these 
your home through formations which warriors of woe is coats of wax, varnish 
look like long earthen . tubes, are the and furniture polish. There are also 
most destructive. Often they disappear commercial preparations available at 
in the winter only to surface with the some paint specialty shops which can be 
first zephyrs of spring. painted on furniture and floors. 

Winged demons of destruction, their .A very effective , simple and cheap 
presence is marked by piles of discarded formula for termite proofing is the fol-
wings near doors and windows or by !owing: 
their swarming around entrances trying Stir in and dissolve one cup of moth 
to get in. crystals (paradichlorobenzene) in eight 

These termites are wood borers, tun- · · cups of denatured alcohoL Liberally 
neling through beams, rafters, pillars , brush on two coats and let dry. 
anything thick enough to shelter their Use indoors only when you can have 
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ex,cellent cross-ventilation because the 
vapors can be irritating. Pour any re
maining solution around outside areas 
of possible infestation. 

For outside termite nests and tun
nels, substitute kerosene (petroleum) 
for the alcohoL This kills instantly on 
contact. 

Termite victims may take comfort 
from the fact that their foundations are 
safe at least: the concrete-eating termite 
from Formosa has not yet arrived. 

Their cars are also safe. They don't 
have to worry about glancing out the 
window, to see nothing but a heap of 
tires and upholstery. The iron-eating 
termite from Africa is still far away - for 
now at least. (Spaggos guarantees the 
existence of the abovementioned pests.) 

_Crime Barely Pays 

It takes time to get a good tan . One 
young man who made the news recently 
found a novel way to finance his leisure
ly days in the sun. He started a series of 
pursesnatchings , appearing in the 
altogether. The shock and surprise 
works! His victims give their purses up 
without a struggle. 

The last laugh may be on him, howev
er. When the women were asked to 
describe him, all they could remember 
was that "He was tan all over!". 

It is obvious to some ladies in Col
ogne, Germany that he is on to a good 
thing. They have been going up to 
tourists , baring their breasts and while 
the men gape in admiration and con
fusion, they manage to grab their wal
lets and run for cover. o 
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gallery rounds 

Skiadaresi acrylic of the Monastery of St. John of Patmos 

Patmian revelations 
Zoe Skiadaresi's exhibitions always 

provide the viewer not only with a 
highly aesthetic experience but a grand 
tour as well of her "chosen" island. 
Two years ago she concentrated on 
Santorini's unusual terrain - that natur
ally cubist landscape of ascending 
geometrical surfaces and spectacular 
yet flat panoramic views. 

Her current exhibition at the Argo 
Gallery features the isle of Patmos 
where St. ·John wrote the Book of 
Revelation. The island's illustrious 
Monastery of St. John .is observing this 
year its 900th anniversary with a series 
of celebrations which includes 
Skiadaresi's exhibition. 

Focusing on the Monastery the artist 
weaves into her paintings the mystical 
atmosphere of Patmos as she portrays 
various features of the great building. 
The interplay of receding archways, the 
interior courtyard enhanced by modest 
clay pots of geraniums and basil lining 
walls and stairways, the well opened 
only twjce a year, the humble cloisters 
offering hospitality to the passing 
traveller - all convey the ascetic spirit 
of monastic life. 
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A sense of serenity prevails in the 
small chapel commanding the terrace 
view, in the bell tower crowning the 
dark cavern where St. John lived and 
worked , or in open windows revealing 
a distant view of the Monastery high up 
on the mountain or the boat landing 
embraced by a sparkling whi~e village. 

Skiadaresi extends the simplicity of 
the landscape into her color scheme 
which is dominated mainly by white, 
stone grey , the ochre shades of dry 
earth, and occasional splashes of vivid 
colOT. Mediterranean blue reigns in the 
seascapes. 

The figurative style of painting is 
frequently juxtaposed with an abstract
decorative style. Surfaces become 
geometrical, flowers and shrubs are 
traced in gilded patterns; the radiance 
of gold paint ·is added. 

Ski&daresi usually completes her ex
hibitions with the painting of a Byzan
tine-type angel - the guardian angel of 
the show. This year he · holds four 
golden doves poised to fly away to the 
four corners of the earth bearing mes-

. sages of peace. 
Argo Gal,Zery 

Merlin 4, Ko.lonaki 
Sept. 21-0ct. 11 

Friezes on canvas 

When a Greek today speaks of his 
country's traditions he is usually refer
ring to its Byzantine or folk inheritan
ce, overlooking, for the most part, the 
great cultural heritage of ancient 
Greece .. In an effort to remind and 
applaud this remarkable past, Alexan
dros Vakirtzis, an artist who lives and 
works in the south of France, evokes in 
his exhibition this month at Zygos 
Gallery the grandeur and glory of 
Greece's Golden Age. 

Inspired by the sculptures of the 
Parthenon, Vakirtzis recreates on can
vas the great Panathenaic procession 
depicted on the frieze. The grace and 
strength of the sculptural reliefs are 
beautifully interpreted by the artist's 
impressionistic brushwork and delicate 
palette . 

The frieze depicts the colorful par
ade of celebrants and animals p~rtici
pating the great Festival of Athena that 
occurred every four years . It culmin
ates with the· presentation of the sacred 
veil to the goddess while Zeus, 
Poseidon and other gods are shown 
observing, "invisible", this resplendent 
spectacle. 

Vakirtzis has developed his theme 
mainly from the reliefs on the west side 
of the Parthenon since most of those on 
the north side were removed by the 
notorious Lord Elgin and are now in 
the British Museum. The most exciting 
of Vakirtzis' large oils are those of 
horsemen, chariots and· above all the 
magnificent horses themselves the dra
ma of whose highly agitated move
ments the artist conveys. He articulates 
the tension of the riders, too, as they 
barely restrain their animals which 
seem ready to leap from of the canvas. 
The weaving motion of Vakirtizs' palet
te knife adds to the kinetic force of the 
composition. Subtle shades of rose and 
grey laced with white reflect changes in 
color from the brilliant light illuminat
ing the sculptures. 

The small studies depict the march 
of the common people: youths leading 
catt~e to the sacrifice, water carriers in 
finely draped robes carrying their jugs, 
musicians playing flutes, warriors mar
ching in full armor. It is interesting to 
note that Vakirtzis doesn't reconstruct 
any missing parts: he simply fills in the 
voids with bright color, adding warmth 
to his subdued overall color scheme. 

If this exhibition sends even one 
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viewer up to the Acropolis, Vakirtzis 
will have fulfilled his goal of stating in 
modern terms - through his impress
ionist style of painting - the glory and 
magnificence of the Greek past. This 
exhibition will soon be presented in 
Washington, D.C. 

Zygos Gallery 
lofontos 33, Pangrati 

Sept. 26 - Oct. 10 

Liberated marbles 

The new Titaneum Gallery which 
this year has expanded its already large 
premises to include a lovely garden 
area is launching the new fall season 
with a sculpture exhibition by Kostas 
Dikefalos. 

Thi·s young and dedicated talent 
works mainly outdoors in a large field 
of olive trees and overgrown weeds 
where his marble forms are influenced 
by the radiant Greek light and the 
natural environment. So it is quite 
fitting that the exhibition is extended 
out to the neighboring park. In this 
dialogue with nature the sculptures 
make their own special lyrical sttement. 

The general theme of this current 
exhibition is the artist's awareness of 
the cultural changes of the times (main
ly the women's liberation movement) 
expressed by an eroticism embodying 
power and sensuality rather than 
romantic desire. The basic structure is 
the spherical form which, when stretch
ed out, evolves into a new shape 
symbolizing genesis and power. 

The sculptures, elongated forms 
whose curves extend into · strong flat 
planes and animated surfaces, ·are a 
harmony of fluid lines and contrasting 
shapes. The convex areas retain elusive 

"Ecstasy", a 1985 Dikefalos 
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shadows in the brilliant sunlight. These 
sensual configurations articulate 
strength and energy evoking, in the 
artist's view, the new balance of power 
represented by the liberated female. 

Believing th.at most sculpture - and 
especially marble - should always be 
seen in its natural setting, Dikefalos 
has created and left in situ high up on 
Mt Parnitha a sculptural work express
ing the freedom and soaring heights of 
the surrounding landscape. This past 
summer he participated in an interna
tional symposium on sculpture in Volos 
where ten artists from the Balkans, 
working on site, donated their finished 
works to the city, thus encouraging the 
acquisition of public sculpture for 
urban areas . 

Dikefalos uses marble from every 
part of Greece - Dionysos, Pendeli , 
Aliveri, Ioannina , Paros - juxtaposing 
satiny black and sparkling white with 
lovely colored veins streaking through 
highly polished or raw, fluted surfaces . 
A transcendent beauty pervades these 
aesthetic sculptures whose shifting sha
dows and reflecting lights demand wide 
open spaces. 

Titaneum Gallery 
Vas. Constantinou 44, Athens 

Sept. 30 - Oct. 24 

Matisse on Andros 
by Simonetta Wynkert 

With its well-proportioned neoclas
sical villas and shady, tree-lined streets, 
Andros is not a typical Cycladic town. 
One senses a pervasive "sanity" in the 
air - a feeling that town life goes on 
despite summer and tourists who are 
few, since very little is done locally to 
attract them. Yet in spite of this almost 
northern atmosphere of burghers' calm 
- possibly the result of the island's long 
shopowning tradition - Andros is still 
very much part of the Mediterranean, 

. and for this reason, an ideal setting for 
an exhibition of Matisse's works. 

The Pole Nord to Picasso's Sud, 
Matisse played a leading role in the 
early 20th century attempts to free 
painting from the Renaissance princi
ple that art should faithfully mirror its 
object. By making emotion and im
agination the cornerstones of his art , 

· Matisse proposed a freedom of express
. · ion which would drag the spectator -

willing or not - into the magic personal 
world of the artist. This view was 

"La Frigate", Matisse linocut, 1938 

strengthened by his belief that art 
should also be a bridge to the divine; a 
way of rediscovering invisible elements 
in the world. Matisse's aims were, in a 
sense, like those of Byzantine iconog
raply or William Blake. 

Matisse gave equal importance to 
each of his genres , yet he always 
considered drawing to be the greatest 
vehicle for the exploration of form. 
Bearing this in mind , the organizers of 
the Andros exhibition, while displaying 
a large selection of engravings, ·cut-

"Tete de Femme", Matisse ink, 1947 
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"Jazz," Matisse decoupage 

gouaches and even photographs by 
we ll-known fi gures such as Man Ray , 
have chosen to concentrate on this 
less-known aspect of his work. 

It is in his drawings that Matisse's 
two great complementary virtues -
instinct and self-restraint - are most 
clearly evident. The turning-point in his 
style occurred in 1896, when, as a 
young man, he was standing in a post 
office waiting for a telephone call. He 
began idly sketching on a piece of 
paper, and it was then that his mother's 
face appeared before his eyes more 
vividly than it had ever done in all his 
years as an art student. 

He realized then that a work of art is 
not only a representation of its subject, 
but , more than that , a creative act of 
the artist's imagination. Now this story, 
while illustrating the spontaneity which 
underlies his technique, should not 
tempt us into regarding Matisse as 
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some kind of naive, educated genius: 
his style did not develop overnight. It 
was only after years of rigorous training 
that he felt confident enough to reject 
the claims of formalism. 

The drawin gs on show in the 
Goulandris Museum vary enormously, 
from the charcoal Woman Seated by a 
Window, 1923/4, and Oda/isque au 
Magnolia, 1924 (where the clean line 
has given way to an almost fussy excess 
of shading and detail), to the cartoon
li ke self-portraits of 1946, 1948 and 
1957. 

For Matisse, the religious a!ld the 
simple were inextricably bound: "Le 
simple est Dieu", he liked to say in 
opposition to the more common "Le 
Dieu est simple". This belief is particu
larl y apparent in the 1938 series of 

· linocuts - including the splendid Fri
gate, which shows a fe male figure 
reclining majestically against a back-

ground of stars - and in the 1947 ink, 
Woman's Head, with its thick bold 
brushstrokes. 

The exhibition also contains a rare 
collection of book illustrations begun in 
1941 during a long post-operative con
valescence. These include six plates for 
a New York Press edition of Joyce's 
Ulysses, as well as the collected poems 
of Mallarme and Charles Orleans. 
"Life is a forest of symbols", as Baude
laire said, and Matisse, with his unique
ly iconographic view of the world , was 
able to exploit these Modernist texts to 
the ful l. 

Finally, in the splendid cut-gouache 
series, Jazz, we see Matisse developing 
his ideas on life and art in a series of 
exuberant symbols, such as the Horse, 
the Acrobat and the Dance. 

Unity is the overall impression that a 
visitor to the Matisse exhibition retains. 
There is peculiarly organic quality 
which permeates every level of the 
artist's work. No matter how much his 
technique may have varied - from the 
cautious formalism of his student days, 
to the heady excess of the Fauve 
period, culminating in the sublime, 
almost late-Shakespearean quality of 
the fi nal years - a change in direction 
never constituted a departure from 
Matisse's essence. "Tout mon oeuvre 
est l' emanation et la projection de 
moi-meme" as Matisse said . The 
Andros exhibition, with its diversity of 
styles and techniques, is living testa
ment to this fact. o 

The Matisse exhibition at the Basil and 
Elise Goulandris Modern Art Gallery, 
Andros, will run until 30 September. 

"Autoportrait de Trois-quarts", Matisse 
lithograph 
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Athenian Chefs: 
Hans Laurentius at the Athens Hilton 
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Hans Laurentius, The Athens Hi/ton's 
Executive Chef 

G r.eece has an oil crisis - in the taver
nas, said Hans Laurentius, execu

tive chef of the Athens Hilton, during an 
interview in his office by the kitchens of 
the hotel on Vasilissis Sofias. "Too 
much oil! Greek chefs consider them
selves oil experts and everything swims 
in oil - melitzanes, moussaka. After two 
weeks of eating in tavernas, people are 
sick of the same psari skaras, souvlakia, 
horiatiki salata, and feta. It's a pity!" 

A tall , athletic man who sports a 
Vandyke, Chef Laurentius spoke with 
polemical indignation, pointing out 
what he believes is a flagrant gap be
tween the excellent potential of Greek 
cuisine and the usual fare offered by 
tavernas and Mom-Pop restaurants. 
"Chefs have the variety, but don't use it. 
They make the same easy dishes and 
save money." . 

As a chef who worked in seven coun
tries before his meteoric rise at the age 
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of 30 to executive chef of the A~hens 
Hilton, he speaks as a seasoned general 
who has surveyed the battleground. 
And he has mapped his own strategy -
some options already marinating, some 
plans on the back burner. Born, ·edu
cated and apprenticed as a chef in Bonn, 
West Germany, he moved to hotels in 
various German cities before joining 
the Athens Hilton in 1967. Subsequent
ly , · he worked as a chef for the Hilton 
chain in Singapore, Guain, Okinawa, 
Istanbul, and Montreal. "I realized my 
dream and became one of the youngest 
executive chefs in the company," he 
noted , recalling his exciting appoint
ment in 1975, the same year his son was 
born. "I decided to settle down ,·, he 
added. (He met his wife, Kyriaki, at the 
Hilton where she was working in the 
Byzantine Cafe and they were married 
in 1967.) · 

Citing his own career as an example, 
he deplores the shortsightedness of 
young chefs . "Young chefs come from 
schools and 'disappear'. They go to the 
islands and tavernas in season where 
they are paid more- under the table," 
ChefLaurentius said. "They don't go to 
the large hotels where they can advance 
and get benefits ." 

At the Hilton where his purview in
cludes the Galaxy Supper Club , Ta Nis
sia downstairs , and the Byzantine Cafe, 
ChefLaurentius' chefs are all Greek but 
for one French chef. · The Hilton's 
menus feature about half international, 
half Greek dishes, he said. By interna
tional, the chef means French, a c1,1isine 
he believes is currently moving back to 
classic sauces, "but lighter - with less 
cream, butter, flour, and eggs." French 
chefs have been influenced by · the 
Japanese techniques of cooking without 
flour and little oil, he said. 

Luring Hellenes (and their increasing 
disposable income) to the Hiltoq res
taurants is a priority on his program. 
"Greeks have money to spend. There's 
a large middle class now .. . Young 'peo
ple - teenagers- are spending money in 
the tavernas," he said. "Hellenes use the 
hotels for status; to say they were there. 

· But they are used to traditionai ser
. vice ," he added, referring to the cus
tomary practice in Greek tavernas of 
casually dropping a bread basket on the 

table that also holds the silverware and 
napkins. "It's difficult to attract clien
tele." The chef hopes to expand Greek 
specialties on the Hilton menu to in
clude traditional dishes not offered in 
tavernas - dishes such as skordalia (gar
lic sauce) with almonds, and Lamb Fri
casee Avgolemono made with marouli 
(lettuce). 

He knows the value of home cooking 
(his favorite hobby when not scuba di
ving or spear fishing, and offers Athe
nian readers the following delicious red 
snapper recipe complete with potatoes, 
a salad and dressings made of Greek 
ingredients. When you've mastered all 
his tips, visit Chef Laurentius. He's 
looking for talented chefs. 

Chef Laurentius' Tips for Cooks 

• The cook must know thoroughly 
ingredients, utensils, and basic prepara
tions. 

• Greek ingredients are excellent for 
all international cookery. Some less 
familiar ingredients, such as walnut oil 
and fresh ginger, which add flavor, are 
available at Alpha Beta and other spe
ciality stores . 

• Fish cookery: Remove the fish 
backbone and marinate before cooking. 
Baste with a mixture of dry wine and 
water to avoid drying. 

•Cook potatoes in salted water with 
a' little lemon juice. . 

•Avoid using too much oregano in 
accompanying dishes that may over
power the flavors of main courses. Use 
fennel greens as a garnish in salads. 

Red Snapper Stuffed with Fresh 
Mushrooms and Fennel 

Here's a French specialty - fragrant 
· with fennel and a peppy marinade recre

ated by Chef Laurentius - using the best 
Hellenic ingredients. You can enjoy this 
dish at the Hilton's Ta Nissia or at home 
with the delicious potato and salad 
accompaniments he suggests (recipes 
follow). 
2 red snappers (lithrinia) (each 1,300 

g/2.8 pounds), washed and cleaned 
with heads on 

marinade: juice of 1 lemon, salt, black 
pepper, Worcestershire sauce 

3-4 T unsalted butter (preferably Dutch) 
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300 g/15~5 ounces white mushrooms, in
cluding stems, washed and finely 
julienne-slice~ 

1 onion, finely sliced 
2 fennel roots, marathon, washed and 

jtilienne-sliced 
fennel leaves 
1/2 glass dry white wine (such as Blanc 

de Blanc), more for basting. 
olive oil for baking 

1. To remove the snapper backbone: 
Using a sharp knife, cut through the 
back along the backbone without slicing 
through to the front; carefully discard. 
the backbone (or save for a fish stock). 
Mix the marinade ingredients and brush 
outside the snappers and the interior 
cavities. Set aside to marinate. 

2. To make the stuffing: In a skillet , 
heat the butter until it bubbles. Saute 
the onion until glazed. Add the fennel 
slices and saute until glazed. (Chop the 
fennel leaves and reserve). Stir the wine 
into the stuffing and simmer until re
duced. Add the mushrooms and simmer 
lightly. Romeve from heat and then add 
the fennel leaves . 

3. Carefully fill the snapper cavities 
with the stuffing. 

4. Pour enough oil in a baking pan to 
cover the bottom. Place snappers in the 
pan and brush tops lightly with oil. Bake 
at 200° C /400° F for 20 minutes, basting 
twice with a mixture of wine and water 
until snappers are crisp and browned. 

5. To serve, cut across in half and 
place in four warmed plates . Serve 
warm with Boiled Potatoes and Fresh 
Garden Salad. Serves four . 

Pommes de Terre Naturel (Boiled Pota
toes) 

"A favorite dish to serve with fish," 
says Chef Laure ntius, "especially when 
you can find very small potatoes in the 
markets ." It's challenging to time the 
potato cooking while the snappers are 
baking. 
12 small or 4 large potatoes 
saH · 
lemon juice 
fresh fennel leaves, chopped, for garnish 

1. Leave small potatoes whole or peel 
and slice large potatoes into quarters or 
disks. Cover with cold water. Add a 
little salt and lemon juice . Cook until 
tender but not mushy. Drain. Peel pota
toes. Arrange on a plate and sprinkle 
with fennel. Serve immediately. Serves 
four. 
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Fresh Garden Salad 

Chef Laurentius was inspired by the 
many traditional and newer ingredients 
in Greece to toss in an original salad 
combination. 
2 fennel roots 
1 bunch glistrida (garden greens with 

tiny flowerlike leaves) 
1 bunch water cress (cressons) available 

at Alpha Beta 
10-12 cherry tomatoes 
1 soft butter-type salad head (not 

marouli lettuce) 
1 medium avocado 
dressing of your choice or one of the 

. chef's dressings 

1. To prepare the vegetables: Cook 
fennel roots in water, drain, and slice. 
Wash and dry the glisrida, cress, toma
toes, and salad head . Save outer leaves 
of the salad head for another meal and 
cut the inside into four parts. Peel and 
slice avocado in half, discarding the pit, 
and slice across finely. 

2. Combine all vegetables in a bowl. 
Drizzle with the dressing and toss light
ly . Serve immediately . Serves four. 

Lemon-Oil and Quail-Egg Dressing 

"Mix the quail eggs into the dressing 
or place on the salad as a garnish," 
suggests the chef. 
juice of 1 lemon 
4 T extra virgin olive oil 
saH and freshly ground black pepper 
fresh fennel leaves, finely chopped 
4 quail ( ortikia) eggs, hard-cooked and 

sliced 

1. In a bowl or jar, mix the lemon 
juice , oil, salt , pepper, and fennel. Add 
the quail eggs and toss the salad ; or 
garnish the salad with the eggs after 
tossing. 

Vinaigrette 

"Don't allow oregano or any other 
ingredient to detract from the flavor of 
the fish," cautions Chef Laurentius. 
t'part extra virgin olive oil 
2 parts vinegar 
saH and freshly ground pepper 
dried oregano 

1. Mix the oil , vinegar, salt, and pep
. per and toss with the salad. Top with 
"just a little" oregano, crushed in your 
finge~. o 
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Health & Fitness 

Feel very, very tall 

Forward Bends 
The forward bends are wonderful for 

stretching the lower and a lso the upper 
back. There is a strong stretch in the 
hamstrings as well. For those of us who 
have very stiff lower backs, this is a 
wonderful asana as you really feel the 
back stretching and the pead getting 
lower and lower as you breathe. 

In a sitting position , stre tch the legs 
directly out before you. Just gently rock 
from side to side for a mome nt: Feel 
those bones that you are sitting on. 

Lock the thumbs and gently stretch 

Focus inside the spinal co f?tm n 
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the arms up above the head . Keep brea
thing easily and very, very deeply the 
whole time. Pay particular attention to 
the out-breath . Make sure it is as long, 
slow and deep as possible . With each 
long, slow out-breath , stretch the ribs 
up away from the hips, rooting the 'sit
ting bones' down into the floor. 

With each long slow out-breath lift 
the armpits up away from the ribs. Feel 
the crown of the· head 'opening' and 
stretching towards the ceiling; feel the 
fingertips reaching towards the ceiling. 

Try not to have any preconceived 
ideas of how far you can stre tch. Focus 
deep inside the spinal column and make 
sure you are allowing the spine to 
stretch to the fullest. Make sure you are 
not resisting anywhere in the body. Feel 
very, very tall! 

When you feel you have reached 
your fullest stretch (take your time; you 
have all the time in the world) then 
begin folding forward with a flat back. If 
the knees bend slightly, allow this to 
happen. The feet. should be relaxed. 

When you can't fold forward any 
further with a flat back , then just hang 
down. (Easy deep breaths. the whole 
time.) Focus inside the spinal column 
and notice how you feel there: Notice 
any subtle movements that may be tak
ing place there and allow those move
ments to happen. 

Hold onto your legs wherever it is 
comfortable for you. It doesn't Jna tter if 
this is at knee level, ankle level or the 
big toes. On a deep , full in-brea th , using 
the hands to help you a bit by pulling, 
feel as though you are re laxing the but
tocks and stretch them way out behind 
you; feel as though you are a rching the 

lower back; stretch the chest way out in 
front of you ; feel the chest reaching 
forward; open the throat fully and lift 
the chin . It's almost as if you are trying 
to flatten the back against the legs. 

On the long, slow, deep out-breath , 
relax starting from the lower back and 
relax the whole body over again. Your 
body should come slightly forward as 
you do this and each time you repeat the 
process you will find the body goes 
deeper and deeper into the pose. 

Repeat several times using big deep 
breaths. Take your time; go slowly. On 
the last round, just hang the head down 
and re lax there fo r a while. 

Focus into the lower back and notice 
how you feel there. niake sure you give 
full expression to whatever you may feel 
there . Focus deep inside the spinal col
umn and notice how you feel in each 
part of the spine . Remember to allow 
each feeling to come fully through. 
Notice any subtle movements that may 
be taking place inside the spinal column 
and a llow those movements to happen 
completely no matter how strange they 
may seem to you. 

When you are ready, lock the thumbs 

Open the throat fully 

again : reach the fingertips forward and 
begin coming up with a fl at back . (If you 
have a sensitive back you can just roll 
the spine up.) When you are upright , 
re lax the arms down . Take a deep 
breath in and , as you breathe out , relax 
the shoulders completely . Breathe in , 
and, as you breathe out , feel the crown 
of the head , opening and reaching to
wards the ceiling; breathe in deeply and , 
as you breathe out, feel the chest very, 
very open and ful l. Just focus on tha t 
space in between the eyes in the middle . 
of the fore head before you start your 
next posture . o 

Jenny Colebourne 
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Donate your own vision of a better world ... 

The concept of a better, saner, safer , 
healthier, more hopeful world - a 

better world - is something we all talk 
about, dream of; but, as individuals, we 
generally stop right there. We talk , we 
dream, and the world goes on as it is 
anything but better, sane, safe. 

"Global Co-operation for a Better 
World", an organization dedicated to 
pooling all our positive images for a 
more perfect planet, is asking all of us 
to "put it in writing" - or in painting, 
dance, mime - whatever genre we wish. 
A non-political, non-profit "peace mes
senger initiative", dedicated to the U n
ited Nations, "Global Co-operation" 
has instituted a sort of bank for visions 
of a better world. It is the hope of the 
organizers that the "deposits" and the 
"capital" accrued in this endeavor will 
be something all of us can draw upon. 

Launched in 80 countries world
wide, including Greece, "Global Co
operation" encourages all of us to cre
ate. our own totally positive vision, to 
discover and develop the art and skills 
of co-operation with others ; all over the 
world, in order to make these dreams 
some true. It's a tall order, but "posi
tive imaging" has already worked in so 
many other areas that the organization 
believes it will work on the planetary 
level as well. 

Participation may be either indi
vidual or group-sponsored . Families 
may contribute, or work colleagues. 
All positive visions and creative actions 
should be sent to the Global Co-opera
tion Bank of Ideas using the special 
donation forms provided here. These 
contributior)s will be presented to the 
United Nations in the spring of 1989. 

The underlying philosophy of the 
project is a simple one:. peace and 
co-operation begin with individuals. 
But it" is believed this international in
itiative is required to enable individuals 
to express their "projections of perfec
tion" in the home, the workplace, the 
community - on "spaceship earth". 

A better world will not begin or 
emerge due to the efforts of a few of us 
seated around a negotiating table. 

Global Co-operation has some poin
ters for those of us willing to commit 
some of our time to re-imagining the 
world: 

1. Using your positive energy, write 
down a picture in words of the world 
you'd like to live in ; the family , com
munity , and planet that would enable 
you, and others, to fulfil I your potential 
fo r creativity, joy, happiness. 
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2. Make something happen that will 
turn your vision into reality, even if it is 
only in a very small way. Use an artistic 
talent, a special skill ;. do some com
munity service; or simply begin at 
home and accomplish some lpng-over
due self-improvement. 

3. Fill in your donation form and 
send it to the Global Co-operation 
Bank of Ideas. 

Your visions and your actions then 
become valuable assets which will serve 
as an inspiration to others. There is a 
bank set up in each participating coun
try, and each country will present its 
collection of visions and visionary ac
tions to the United Nations next year. 

· Try, as you envision "your better 
world" , to use only positive language; 
positive imagery. Avoid "not's" and 
"no's" and "don'ts". 

In Greece, Global Co-operation was 
launched in Delphi in May. On hand 
were one of the international coordina
tors and one of the international pat
rons. The patrons include such people 
as H .E. Corazon Aquino , Former Pres
ident Jimmy Carter, Sir Yehudi Menu
bin and, from Greece, the president of 
Biopolitics International (Greece), Dr 
Agni Vlavianos-Arvanitis , among 
many others. 

The old maxim, "seeing is believing" 
may have a great deal of validity for 
those , skeptics among us, but Global 
Co-operation would have us · entertain 
the notion that seeing may indeed fol
low believing. If we can believe in a 
better world, in our minds' eyes, so to 
speak, then perhaps we're already half
way to seeing it in reality. 0 

Anthony Strano 

F 0 R M_..,._., Extendyourvisionbeyondtheworld's z , -" \ problems. Whatkindofworld doyou 
~ -" .- 'S\0~ \ want to see (environment). How would 

ot, "'" \j~c:"'f'\~~ \ peoplerelatetoeachother(personal 
~ Q~ \ ·1 relationships)andwhatkindofchar-

: ',of , ... o~\..~--·' acteristicswouldyouhaveinthat 
t::::"""' ,.. .,...... ..--- world (yourself)? Please use a separate < \-.. _._.,.fill'.. piece of paper and on the other side fill in 

~ your action for a Better World based on your personal vision. 
Z Based on your vision of a Better World what 

0 
~ 

ACT I 0 N F 0 R action would you like to take to make your vision a 
A BETTER WORLD reality?Youractioncanbecarried outthrough 

artistic expression, service to others or self
improvement. 

Name ________________________________________________ __ 

Address-------------------------------------------'-----

Age- Sex M/F-Occupation ______________________________ _ 

This donation form has my personal 'vision' of a Better World. 
My creative action comes under the following categories (please tick). 
Artistic Expression Service to Others 
D Writing D Dance/Drama D Photo D Family 
D Painting D Song D Other D Friend 
Self Improvement/Change 
Din Habit Din Values D Diet D Meditation 
I enclose further material describing my 'vision' and action in the form of: 
(please tick). D Writing D Photograph D Video D Audio Cassette 

DColleagues 
DOthers 

I am interested in joining/starting a "Creative Group" ( 4-8 people) and enclose 
a stamped addressed envelope for further information about how to set up a 
Creative Group in: D Workplace D Family D Schools D Community 
D In enclose a large stamped addressed envelope for the Global Co-opera)ion 
Newsletter and the Global Co-operation Bank Certificate of Co-operation. 
I understand that Global Co-operation Bank is not liable for any damage caused 
to items sent or liable for any action taken. I willingly waive all rights to any 
donated material which may be used in free public exhibitions and presentations. 
All items are non-returnable (we have limited administrative resources). 

Signature . .. . . ... . .... . .. . .. . . . . .. ..... ............. ...... ..... .. .. .............. ........ .. .... ... Data ... ..... ... ... .. .. ...... . 
Fill out the Global Co-operation forms, using additional paper and send them to 5 

Pamissou, 10446Athens, Greece. For fitrther information, call 867-1551. 
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* September is probably my 
favorite month in Greece. 
There is something special 
about the way life shifts ge'ars 
and picks up speed with the 
turning of the breezes to the 
north. By October our busi- . 
ness and social obligations 
are almost overwhelming, 
but in September there is the 
fun of greeting old friends 
returning and meeting new 
friends who are arriving, 
combined with the startup of 
school, .clubs, social engage
ments and other autumnal 
activities. 

For those of you who are 
new arrivals, there are lovely 
surprises in store. Greece 
really has the weather that it 
is famous for , its antiquities 
really are as marvelous as the 
tourism "blurbs say they are, . 
Greeks really are as 
argumentatively congenial as 
you have heard and the cultu
ral calendar really is as full as 
you can possible manage. 

A big welcome to those of 
you who are new - may 
Athens prove to be a wonder
ful assignment. You are 
obviously off to a good start, 
for you are reading The Athe
nian and we hope that it will 
be your constant companion 
during your stay. Alway.s full 
of up-to-the-minute news on 
programs for the coming 
month and chock full of arti
cles covering a broad range of 
subjects, it is a magazine 
made just for you . Drop by 
the offices at 4 Peta Street in 
the Plaka ;uid get acquainted 
- or to take out a subscrip
tion . 
1, Pull out The Athenian 
"'ccntcrfold" (Organizer) and 
keep it by your telephone . 
You will find it invaluable as 
the months go by. For instan
ce, on its pages arc lots of 
ways to get started in Athens. 
Men will find the various 
chambers of commerce listed 
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Recently Dr John S. 
Bailey, President of The 
American · College of 
Greece received the bles
sing of the Patriarch in 
Istanbul for his many 
years of service to the 
youth of Greece. It was 
recognized that the school, 
whose original home was 
in Asia Minor, has con
tinued through the years to 
provide the highest quality 
of education possible for 
the young men and women 
in its care. This special 
occasion was arranged 
through the good offices of 
the then President of the 
Parents' Association of 
Pierce College, Takis Tsa
kiris (left). A formal .cer
tificate has been presented 
to Dr Bailey commemor
ating the event. 

and most of them begin their 
luncheon meetings in 
September or early October. 
In addition, the Propeller 
Club is a multi-national 
buisinessmen 's and women's 
organization which has regu- · 
lar prominent speakers 
whose topics are always of 
interest. .Just te lephone the 
secretary at 778-3698. 
There's an entire spectrum of · 
international organizations 
represented in Athens from 
Rotary International to Alco
holics Anonymous. Since you 
have a rrived at a sports mec
ca too , you will soon be deep
ly involved in your own spe
cially be it rugby, ping-pong, 
scuba diving. or antique car 
rallies. If you don't find a 

listing for your special pas
sion, just give us a call . 
* One way to really get ac
quainted with members of a 
foreign community group 
with an important shared in
terest is to join the Hellenic 
Amateur Musical Soci~ty 

(HAMS) . They often do Gil
bert and Sullivan produc
tions, but this year their plan 
is to do an exuberant musical 
full of well-known tunes with 
catchy Latin American 
rhythms. Performances of 
Viva Mexico are set for early 
March and the succesful duo 
of Carole Johns as musical 
director and Rob Reid as 
stage director will again be in 
charge. Rehearsals will be 
getting underway on Tues
day, September 13 at Cam
pion School's Halandri cam-

pus. HAMS welcome new 
members, whether as singers , 
production crew or general 
helpers, and there is a need 
for a new wardrobe mistress. 
Telephone 639-4766 (even
ings) or 894-9563 to find out 
how you can join this fun 
group. 
* If you are a non-musical 
Thespian, there is a home for 
you, too. The Players will be 
beginning their eleventh sea
son of presenting English
language plays for the enter
tainment of the foreign com
munity. They also welcome 
new members , talented . or 
just enthusiastic. Offering 
around five productions dur
ing the season, it is obvi9us 
that large numbers of cast 
will be needed. For addition
al information, just tele-

The unique Spartathlon season is approaching and once 
again Epirotiki Lines hosted a luncheon, on board the 
"Pegasus" complete with orchestra, floor show and opulent 
buffet luncheon, for sponsors, prospective sponsors, partici
pants and friends. For those of you new to Athens, the 
Spartathlon is the annual ultra-distance race from Athens to 
Sparta (a distance of 246 kilometres) in honor of the 
messenger Pheidippides who made the run in 490 BC to 
summon the Spartans for help. Spartathlon attracts long
distance runners from all over the world. It is organized by 
the International Spartathlon Association and enlists the aid 
of the Greek Tourist Organization, the Red Cross, the traffic 
police, commercial organizations, airlines, embassies and 
hundreds of volunteers. To hear more about how you can 
volunteer to help with Greece's unique athletic event tele
phone 823-3398. On the occasion of the luncheon, The 
President of the Association presented the Captain of the 
"Pegasus" with a plaque in appreciation of the help and 
cooperation that has been rendered by Epirotiki Lines every 
year with the Sparthathlon project. The dates fo r Spartathlon 
1988 are Friday, September 30 and Saturday, October 1. 
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There was lots of action when the Greek-American group 
"Dynamis" came to Greece from California. Members of 
the organization met with important government officials to 
discuss topics from the fields of economics, manufacturing 
and tourism as they were interested in locating projects for 
mutual support. The Hellenic-American Chamber of Com
merce hosted a dinner at which the members proved that.not 
only did their interests lie in the field of business, but that 
Greek dancing and singing were alive and well in California. 
There was an exchange of gifts between Dynamis President 
George M arcus (standing) and the Chamber's Greek Presi
derll Dimitris Petsiavas, who were both accompanied by 
their wives. 

The Canadian Embassy this year chose a delightful way 
to celebrate their National Day. With world-famous Cana
dian guitarist Liona Boyd making a European tour, it was 
just good fro tune that brought her to Athens on the strategic 
date. In the absence of the Ambassador and his wife in 
Canada, Charge d'Affaires George Bechard (right) did the 
honors introducing Ms Boyd to the crowd before the 
performance and at a reception in the garden following the 
program. In our picture, H. E. Ambassador Van Barneveld 
Kooy of the Netherlands is shown congratulating the artist. 

'siades Stadium in memory of award-winning graduates! 
the Athens College alumnus * What a wonderful culture-

phone 723-6780. 
* The British-Hellenic Cham
ber of Commerce has the 
habit of finishing off its year 
in the beautiful Hellenic 
Yacht Club in Piraeus. All 
the members and their 
friends enjoy having an 
opportunity to relax over
looking Mikrolimano Harbor 
- it certainly beats working 
when the temperatures climb 
over 1 00°! Advance informa
tion has it that the first 
Chamber luncheon for the 
new season will be Septem
ber 21 at which time Mr 
Paleokrasses wi ll be the 
speaker. For furth er informa
tion and/or reservations, tele
phone 362-0168 or 363-5683 . 
~' Many students received 
special honors at the gradua
tion exercises of Deree Col
lege and were not mentioned 
in our article last month. We 
would like to recognize the 
fo ll owing: The President's 
Award went to John Begie tis 
of the Ayia Paraskevi campus 
and Vassilis Batis from the 
Downtown Campus. The 
A lumni Award was pre-
sented to Aristotelis 
Stouraitis. The Parents' 
Association Award from the 
Ayia Paraskevi Campus was 
shared by Maria Devletoglou 
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of the Class of 1948 who was packed summer it has been in 
and Rita Nahmias-Ventura, assassinated this year in Greece. Pratically every vil
with another· award going to Filothei . (The Alumni of the lage and town has produced 
Elli Angelopoulou; and from class of 1948 have also estab- its own festival, or at least 
the Downtown Campus, the lished a scholarship in his managed to attact a few 
award winners were Lukia- memory, which will be nighrs of talent. Time was 
Helen Carrer and Constanti- awarded next year for the when an evening at Herod 
na Mega. Finally, the Athle- first time.) Atticus Theatre and a trip to 
tic Award was presented to * The University of La V erne Epidavros was all one ex
John Karakanis . graduated 60 students on pected. But now, the even
* Graduation at Athens Col- Saturday June 18 at Athens ings are full from Thessaloni
lege has a festive air about it. College's beautiful new ki to Patras with music and 
Held outdoors on the steps of · Theatre. It was a full house of dancing - some local and 
the main hall , the celebration parents, friends , dignitaries some internationally re
begins when · the alumni and community supporters .' nowned. Congratulations to 
march in (of course, this cov- The Academic Achievement Citibank for a great public 
ers pretty much a Who's Who Award went to Ioannis service in bringing to Athens 
of Athens) but they are all so Kyriakides from Cyprus and the New York Philharmonic. 
glad to see o ld friends that the Outstanding Student These days, to bring 100 men 
there are lots of greetings be- Award went to Katerina (and a girl) half way around 
fore the proceedings can get Skarrellis from South Africa . the world is not done at the 
underway. This year was an Best of luck to all these drop of a hat. 0 
extra special year· in the 
school's history for there 
were young ladies in the gra
duating class ;for the first 
time. These y:oung women 
came in for an.:cspccially cn
thusiatic welcome anti the en
tire group - as pioneers at 
Athens Colkge - reeeivetl 
the Prcsitlent \ . A wart! from 
Dr Waiter McCann. The 
Chairman of the Board of 
Directors, M r (ieorge ( iondi
cas, announced that when the 
new stadium i ~ huilt at the 
Kantza CampLI~ , it will he 
known a~ Alcro Athanas-

lJnil' l' rsilv o( / .11 V('J'IIl' g raduale.1· 
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A Pam Williams portrall 

art both artists, their first indi
vidual show. 
Concurrent with the 1st 

Judith Shaw and Olga Mediterrannean Biennale of 
Lethem will exhibit their Graphic Art, at Ayios Nicho
work at the Dada Gallery, Iaos on Crete , the Epoches 
from September 14 until gallery is sponsoring its own 
October 10. Judith Shaw stu- group exhibition of engra
died at the San Francisco Art vings, September 6 through 
Institute. Since 1987 she has September 20, with works by 
lived in Molyvos on the island M. Arfara , K . Grammato
of Mytilene. She has partici- poulo, M. Ziaka, R. Kape
pated in group shows in San liari, T. Nikolaidou , E . Iko
Francisco. Olga Lethem stu- nomidou, R . Sarelakou , D . 
died for two years at the Siaterli , V. Tsalamata and V. 
School of Fine Arts in Athens Haro. All varieties of prints 
and five years at the Kansa·s will be presented in this ex
City Ar.t Institute. She will be hibition - lithographs , wood
showing small paintings. This cuts, etchings and linocuts -

exhibitions 
The 1st Mediterranean Bien
nale of Graphic Art takes 
place at Ayios Nicholaos on 
Crete until September 20. It 
is organized by the tourist 
publications Intercarta of the 
municipality of Ayios Nicho
laos in collaboration with the 
Association of the Hotels and 
Tourist Agents of Lasithi . 
Artists from 25 countries and 
Greece will be showing 200 
works, many of which have 
already received awards in 
International Biennales. The 
Biennale will be presented in 
different hotels including the 
Elounda Beach , Astir Pallas , 
Elounda, Istron Bay, 
Mirabello and Hermes and 
will then be moved to the 
Skyronio Museum and 
E poches Gallery on Kifissias 
A venue and The Athenaeum 
Art Gallery at the Hotel 
Athenaeum Intercontinental 
in Athens . Six galleries in 
Rome, one in Los Angeles 
and a gallery in Korea will 
also participate. Among the 
artists whose work is repre-

sented are Picasso, Mytaras , 
Moralis, Tsoklis, Vakirtzis, 
Vassiliou and many others . 
British watercolorist (see our 
cover this month) Pam Wil
liams is exhibiting her paint
ings at Socrates' Prison the 
well-known Makriyanni 
taverna , (on Mitseon St, off 
Dion. Aeropagitou.) Take a 
closer look at her work up
stairs at the "Prison". 

dance 
The Stuttgart Ballet will per
form at Herod Atticus 
September 1, with the ballet 
The Taming of the Shrew, 
choreography and production 
by John Cranko, and on 
September 3 and 4 with a 
different program, Voluntar
ies , with music by Francis 
Poulenc, Canto Vital by Gus
tav Mahler, Enas with Greek 
traditional music and 
choreography Marcia 
Haydee and Requiem, with 
music by Gabriel Faure . The 
Stuttgart Ballet has become 
one of the world's most excit
ing classical ballet corn-

exhibition represents , for all authentic original prints. F. Duro, lithograph f rom the Riennale of Graphic Art 
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panies. A fabulous company 
of dancers has been gathered 
from every corner of the 
world and their potential has 
been carefully developed by 
their director John Cranko. 
Cranko came to Stuttgart in 
1961 and transformed a small 
regional German ballet into 
an extraordinary company. 

music 
Eleni's Karaindrou music for 
the cinema and theatre will 
be presented in a concert at 
Herod Atticus on September 
6. Yiorgos Dalaras, Maria 
Faranduri and Eleni Karain
drou will sing, Lefteris Hal
kiadakis and Karaindrou will 
conduct and the following 
soloists will participate: Jan 
Garbarek, saxophone, Eleni 
Karaindrou and Nellie Semi
tecolo, piano, Socrates Anth
is, trumpet, Vangelis 
Boudounis, guitar and 
Vangelis Christopoulos, 
oboe, along with the Iskra 
Jazz Quartet. 
Mikis Theodorakis concerts 
organized by the Ministry of 
Culture will be performed at 
Herod Atticus September 16 
and 17. The program will in
clude Six Poems by Federico 
Garcia Lorca in a Greek ver
sion by Odysseus Elytis, with 
Maria Farandouri, Petros 
Pandis and Kostas Kotsiolis 
performing; Axion Esti based 
on the text by Odysseus Elyt
is, with soloists Yiorgos 
Dalaras and Andreas 
Kouloumbis and the Athens 
Symphony Orchestra plus a 

Judith Shaw at Dada 
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small folk ensemble, con
ducted by Mikis Theodorakis 
and chorus mistress Eleni 
Nicolaidi . 
Athenaeum International 
Cultural Centre is organizing 
a recital in memory of Maria 
Callas sponsored by In
teramerican at Herod Atticus 
on September 18. Christa 
Ludwig will sing Schubert's 
Die Winterreise accompanied 
by pianist Charles Spencer. 

education 
The British Council Centre 
(17 Kolonaki Sq, tel363-3211 
will be offering short intensi
ve courses in special English 
language skills (speaking, 
writing) and other subjects, 
e.g. English for business, me
dicine, technical translation 
and academic studies. Some 
courses will provide practice 
for the Cambridge exams. 
Courses will be offered mor
nings, afternoons and eve
nings. Phone the Registrar 
for further information. 

notes 
The Municipality of Athens is 
acquiring sculptures to beau
tify the capital. The first , 
executed by Athenian artist 
Yorgos Zongopoulos , has 
been placed in the small 
triangular park in front of the 
Athens Hilton. Zongopou
los, born in 1903, studied 
here at the School of Fine 
Arts, and later in Paris. Since 
1958, his work has displayed 
Constructivist tendencies , 

f()CUS 

900th anniversary of The Monastery of St John of the Apocalypse 

Antonio Langeli at Parka Eleftherias 
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ft)CUS 
combining elements from tec
hnology with more traditio
nal sculpture. 

events 
The 900th anniversary of the 
Monastery of St John of the 
Apocalypse is being cele
brated this September on 
Patmos. Conceived several 
years ago by Professor Atha
nasios Kominis, professor of 
Byzantine Philology and 
Palaeography at Athens Uni-

Festival Guide 

versity, the celebrations are 
being conducted under the 
auspices of Patriarch Demet
rios. The Patriarch himself is 
actually the titular Bishop of 
the Monastey. In honor of 
the anniversary, Ekdotiki 
Press is issuing a special book 
on the treasures of Patmos 
which will cover the monas
tery's architecture, library, 
wall paintings and other hold
ings. On 27 September, at the 
Hotel Grande Bretagne, this 
book will be presented to the 
Patriarch. The festivities on 

Patmos are scheduled for 25 
and 26 September, the 26th 
being the feast day of St 
John. Special conferences 
and festivities are also plan
ned for visiting scholars and 
dignitaries at Athens Univer
sity, scheduled for 22, 23 and 
24 September. Though the 
invitations list for the events 
at the monastery has been 
compiled by the Patriarch 
himself, and is not available 
to the public, it is rumored -
and hoped by many- that the 
Pope John Paul has been in-

vited to attend. It is certain, 
however, that the heads of all 
the autonomous Orthodox 
Churches worldwide, have 
been invited. 
The University of La V erne is 
sponsoring an International 
Night with food, drink, and 
dancing. The event will take 
place on Friday, September 9 
at 8:30pm at the Hotel Rous
sos , Panagi Tsaldari 18, Kifis
sia. Tickets are 350 drs in 
advance or 400 drs at the 
door. For more information 
call 801-0111 or 808-1970. 

Tickets for performances at the Herod Atticus Theatre can be bought at the Athens Festival box office, Stadiou 4 
(in the arcade), tel 322-1459, 322-3111. The office is open weekdays from R:30 pm-! :30 pm and 6 pm-8:30pm. 
For events, tickets are also on sale at the theatre box office, Ayiou Constantinou and Menandrou Sts: tel 
522-3242 from Ram-I :30 pm and 6-R pm on weekdays ; at the Odeon of Herod Atticus, on the days of the 
performances from 6:30 pm-9 pm . 
For shows at the Ancient Theatre of Epidaurus tickets can be bought at the Athens Festival box office and at the 
National Theatre as well as at the theatre box office on the days of the performances : Fri 5 pm-9 pm and on Sat 9 
am-I pm and S pm-9 pm- tcl (0753)22-026. For Epidavros , tickets can also be bought at the Olympic Airways 
Office in Nafplion, at 2 Bouboulinas Ave: tel (0752)27-456 and 28-054, also at Bourtzi Tours, Syngrou 4, 
Nafplion, on the eve and day of the performance . 

Herod Atticus 
All performances begin at l) pm. 

Sept I ,3 ,4 

Sept6 

SeptK 
Sept 11 ,12 

Septl4, 15 

Sept 16, 17 

Sept IX 

Sept llJ, 

Sept 20 

The Stuttgart Ballet, The Taming of the Shrew and excerpts from Enas: choreography by Marcia 
llaydce . Tickets 500-3.500 drs. 
Ueni Karaindrou Concert featuring singers George Dalaras and M aria Farantnuri . Tickets 500-2500 
drs. 
i\desmefto Theatre (D. My rat - V. Zoumhoulaki), Pla10 "s f)ialogue.l . Tickets 400-3500 drs . 
Dramatic Theatre Roustaveli's production of Shakespeare's A."ing Lmr. directed by R.Stouroua . 
Tickets 400-1500 drs . 
Dr;11natic Theatre Roustaveli's production of Shakespeare's Riclwrt! Ill . directed by R.Stouroua. 
Tickcts -HJ0-1500 drs . 
Mikis Theodorakis Concerts featuring music set to the poem tl.rion Fsti hv Nobel Prize winner, 
Odysseas Elytis. and Six Songs by Lorca : conductor. Mikis Thendorakis: singers include G.Dalaras, 
M.Farantouri , P. Pandis and A.Kouloumhis. Tickets 750-4000 drs . 
ln.ternational Cultural Center "Athenaeum" presents a recital by Christa Ludwig dedicated to Maria 
Callas. Tickets 500-2000 drs. 
USSR Symphony Orchestra , works by Tchai kovsk y, Svetla nov . G link a and Prokofiev; conductor, 
Y. Svetlanov. Tickets 500-2500 drs. 
USSR Symphony Orchestra, works by Mussorgsky. Shostakovich , Rachmaninov and Scriabin ; 
soloist, Dimitris Sgouros. Tickets 500-2500 drs. 

Ancient Theatre of Epidauros 
All theatre tickets are priced between 200-1400 drs. 

September 2, 3, 4 National Theatre of Great Britain , Shakespeare's The Tempest, A Winter's Tale and Cymbeline, 
respectively , directed by Peter Hall. 

Lycabettus Theatre 
All theatre tickets are priced between 400-1500 drs. 
Se ptember 2, 3 
September 6, 7 
September 9, 10 
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Contemporary Greek Music and Song Concert 
Hellenic Chorodrama (R Manou), Greek Balle t 
Amphi-Theatre (S . Evangelatos), Aeschylus' Agamemnon, directed by Spyros Evangelatos 
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NAME DA VS IN SEPTEMBER 

In traditional Greek circles one's name day (the feast 
day of the saint whose name one bears) is more 
significant than one's birthday: an open house policy is 
adopted and refreshments are served to well-wishers 
who stop by with gifts and the traditional greeting of 
Chronia polla (many happy returns). 

September 5 
September 14 
September 17 
September 20 
September 25 

Zaharias 
Stavros, Stavroula, Voula 
Sophia, Agapi, Elpida 
Efstathios, Stathis, Efstathia 
Efrosini, Frosso 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

September 5 
· September 12 
September 21 

EXHIBITIONS 

Labor Day (US, Canada) 
Rash Hashanah 
Yom Kippur 

ENGRAVINGS, at the Dimotiki Pinakothiki Thessaloniki, 
till October 10. 
SCULPTURES BY DE CHIRICO, at the Ethniki Pinakothiki 
until the end of September. 
UNESCO POSTERS, will be exhibited at the Pnevmatiko 
Kentro, Akademias 50, from September 1 through Se
ptember 18. 
BULGARIAN ARTISTS, will exhibit their work at the 
Pnevmatiko Kentro, starting September 21 until October 8. 
PATMOS, an exhibition on the occasion of the 900th 
anniversary of Saint John's monastery, at the Pnevmatiko 
Kentro starting September 15. 
CHILDREN'S PAINTINGS, at the Kentro Technon, Parka 
Eleftherias, from September 19 through September 30. 
SCULPTURE EXHIBITION, by Antonio Langelli, in the 
garden of the Parka Eleftherias, the second fortnight in 
September. 
BARCELONA 87- BOLOGNA 88, works by painters who 
participated in the two Biennales will be exhibited at the 
Dimotiki Pinakothiki from September 27. 
1st MEDITERRANEAN BIENNALE OF GRAPHIC ART, 
at Ayios Nicholaos in Crete until September 20. See 
Focus. 
SCULPTURE MEETING, organized by the artistic organi
zation of the Municipality of Voles, with sculptors from the 
Balkans, Hungary, Poland and Cyprus participating. The 
exhibition will take place in the park in front of the 
Archaeological Museum of Voles and will last until Se
ptember 3. 

MUSIC, DANCE, THEATRE 

THE STUTTGART BALLET will perform at Herod Atticus 
on September 1, 3 and 4. See Focus. 
ELENI KARAINDROU will give a concert at Herod Atticus 
on September 6. See Focus. 
MIKIS THEODORAKIS CONCERTS at Herod Atticus, 
September 16 and 17. See Focus. 
RECITAL IN MEMORY OF MARIA CALLAS at Herod 
Atticus, September 18. See Focus. 
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DORA STRATOU - GREEK FOLK DANCES,traditionar 
folk dances in authentic Greek costumes will be performed 
at the Dora Stratou Theatre on Philopappou Hill until the 
end of September. Shows begin at 10:15 pm on weekdays 
and at 8:15 and 10:15 on Wednesdays and Sundays. For 
information and tickets call 921 -4650 after 7 pm. 

. FALL COURSES 

ATHENS CENTRE, 48 Archimidous Street, tel 701 -5242, 
offers Greek lessons. Immersion three-week courses start 
September 5; accelerated four-week courses start Se
ptember 26; intensive eight-week courses start September 
26; regular ten-week courses start October 3; Ancient 
Greek twelve-week courses start September 26. 
MODERN SPOKEN GREEK , fall 1988; all levels offered, 
M-W-F start October 5 through December 14 and Tue
Thurs start October 6 through February 2 - registration: 
September 20 - October 3. Intensive four-week courses 
start September 5; advanced conversation designed for 
advanced students is offered throughout the year at the 
Hellenic American Union. For more information call 360-
7305 or 362-9886, ext 53. 
THE HELLENIC AMERICAN UNION, will offer the follo
wing courses and seminars starting in October: Studio art 
classes, photography course, traditional embroidery, tradi
tional dances, journalism course, theatre, and Greek cine
ma. Also offered are marketing, advertising, public rela
tions, management etc. For more information and registra
tion contact the Greek and other Studies Department at 
360-7305 or 362-9886, ext 53. 

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS 

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE (Ladies' Auxiliary of AHE
PA), Formiorios 38, Pangrati, tel 751-9731 . 
AMERICAN WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION OF GREECE 
(AWOG) welcomes new arrivals. For membership and 
general information for women of all nationalities, telepho
ne 639-3250/9, ext 345, Monday through Friday from 
10:30 am - 12:30 pm. 
ST ANDREW'S WOMEN'S GUILD This Ecumenical Wo
men's Group meets monthly and offers various outreach 
programs of interest to Christian women of all denomina
tions. As an arm of St Andrew's Protestant Church, the 
guild will offer a hearty welcome to newly-arrived women. 
For more information telephone 651-7405, or the church, 
tel 652-1401 . 
CANADIAN WOMEN'S CLUB OF ATHENS welcomes 
new members to monthly meetings; activities. For informa
tion call at 962-7994. 
LA LECHE LEAGUE is holding a meeting: Nutrition and 
weaning. September 20 at 10 am, for Athens north; 
September 27 at 10 am, for Athens south. For more 
information call 802-8672, 639-5628 or 639-1812. 
CROSS CULTURAL ASSOCIATION meeting, Wednes
day, 21 September, 8 pm; Skaramanga 48 (oH Patission). 
Doors open at 7:30 pm. The subject under discussion wilt 
be "What is the Cross Cultural Association: its aims, 
activities and plans for the coming year". Contact tel: 
804-1212. 

tltis JDOJ1tl1 
WINE FESTIVALS 

DAPHNI - The festival is open daily from 7:45 pm until 
12:30 am through September 4. Admission is 250 drs; 170 
drs for groups and 150 drs for students. Tickets are 
purchased at the gate. For information call 322-7944 . 

RELIGIOUS SERVICES 

CROSSROADS INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN CE
NTEA, Kessarias 30 (lppokrateion), tel 770-5829. Rev 
Alan Demos, Pastor. Weekly services: Sunday 10:30 am.; 
3 pm. Wednesday 7:30 pm. Bible Study, Saturday 7 pm. 
(Informal Discussion). 

SAINT PAUL'S CHURCH, Phillellinon St 25, The Rev 
John F. Maddock-Lyon, tel 323-4790; 721-4906: 8 a.m., 
Holy Communion, lirst Sunday of the month; 9 a. m., Sung 
Eucharist, every Sunday; 10:30 a.m., Morning Prayer, 
every Sunday; church open daily, except Mondays and 
holidays, 9 a.m. till 1 p.m. 
SAINT PETER'S CHURCH, St Catherine's British Embas
sy School, Kilissia, The Rev. W. H. Chivers: 10 a.m., Holy 
Eucharist, Sundays except the first Sunday of the month, 
when Morning Prayers are followed by Holy Communion. 
VOULA SERVICES, Daphni St 1, Voula: 6 p.m., Holy 
Eucarist, first and third Sundays of the month. 

GALLERIES 

AITHOUSA TECHNIS IAKINTHOS, Zirini 23, Kifissia, tel 
801 -1730. A group show until September 20. 
DADA, Niriidon 6 & Pratinou, tel 722-2929. An exhibition of 
works by Judith Shaw and Olga Lethem. See Focus. 
EPOCHES, Kifissias 263, tel 808-3645. A group show of 
engravings from September 6 through September 20. See 
Focus. 
SKOUFA, Skoufa 4, tel 360-3541 . A group show. 

SOUND AND LIGHT 

ATHENS: ACROPOLIS-PNYX- The show is conducted 
in English every day from 9-9:45 pm; in German every 
Tuesday and Friday from 10-10:45 pm, and in French 
every day except Tuesdays and Fridays from 10:10-10:55 
pm. For more information and tickets: the Athens Festival 
box office, Stadiou 4, tel 322-1459, or at the entrance gate 
at Ayios Dimitrios Lombardiaris, tel 922-6210, on the day 
of the performance. Tickets: 400 drs; students 150 drs. 
RHODES: MUNICIPAL GARDEN - PALACE OF THE 
GRAND MASTER - Information may be obtained by 
phoning the Palace at (0241 ) 21922; the EOT office at 
(0241) 23255. Alternate performances are in Greek, En
glish, French, German and Swedish. 
CORFU: OLD FORTRESS - The program - in English, 
every day from 9:45-10:30 pm; in Greek every Saturday 
and in French every Sunday - also includes Greek folk 
dances. For further details call the EOT office at (0661) 
30520. Tickets 400 drs. 

MUSEUMS AND SITES 

ACROPOLIS, open 7:30 am-6:00 pm, weekdays and 8 
am-5 pm Sun. The entrance fee of 400 drs includes the 
museum. 
ACROPOLIS MUSEUM, same hours as the Acropolis 
except Tuesday when it is open from 12-7 pm. Tel 
323-6665. Sculpture, vases, terra cottas and bronzes from 
Acropolis excavations. 
ANCIENT AGORA, 9 am-3 pm weekdays and 9 am-2 pm 
on Sun. 150 drs entrance fee, half price for students. 
AGORA MUSEUM, Tel321 -0185. Same hours as Agora, 
except closed Tues. Price includes entry to.both. A replica 
of the 2nd century BC Stoa of Attalos, the museum has 
been reconstructed on original foundations in the ancient 
Agora. Also houses finds from Agora excavations. 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM OF PIRAEUS, Harilao 
Trikoupi 31, Piraeus. Tel452-1598. Holds fine collection of 
Greek and Roman sculpture. 
BENAKI MUSEUM, Koumbari 1, (corner of Vas Sofias). 
Tel 361-1617. Neoclassical mansion housing Antony Be
naki's private collection of ancient and modern Greek art, 
artifacts, textiles and costumes as well as examples of 
Islamic, Coptic and Chinese art. Open 8:30 am-2:00 pm. 
Closed Tues. 150 drs entrance. 
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this JnOJlth 
BYZANTINE MUSEUM, Vas Solias 22. Tel721 -1027. Villa 
built for the Duchess of Plaisance in 1848. Houses Athens' 
major collection of Byzantine and post-Byzantine art. Open 
weekdays 9:00 am-3:00 pm. Closed Man and holidays. 
Sun opens from 9 am-2 pm. Entrance 200 drs; 50 drs for 
students. 
CENTER FOR FOLK ART AND TRADITIONS, Angeliki 
Hadzimihali 6. Tel 324-3987. Exhibitions focusing on folk 
traditions in Greece. Open 9 am-1 pm and 5-8 pm. Closed 
Sun afternoon and all day Mon. Entrance free. 
CYCLADIC AND ANCIENT GREEK ART MUSEUM, 
Neophytou Douka 4, Kolonaki. Open daily from 10 am-4 
pm and on Sat 10 am-3 pm. Closed lues and Sun. The 
museum was built to house the private collection of the 
Nicholas P Goulandris Foundation. Two hundred and thirty 
unique examples of Cycladic art are housed on the first 
floor while the second is devoted to small and monumental 
works representing a span of over 2,000 years of Greek 
civilization, from 2,000 BC to the 4th century AD. On Sat 
mornings the museum organizes activities for children. 
Call 723-4931 or 724-9706 for bookings. 
D. PEIRIDES MUSEUM OF MODERN ART, 29 King 
George Ave, Glyfada. Tel 865-3890. Open Man and Wed 
from 6-1 0 pm. Private collection of Cypriot and Greek 
Modern art. 
GOULANDRIS MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, Levi
dou 13, Kifissia. Tel 808-6405. Open daily, 
except Fri from 9 am-2 pm, Sun from 10:00 am-4:00pm. 
GOUNARO MUSEUM, G Gounaropoulos 6, Ana llissia. 
Tel777-7601. Art and memorabilia of Gounaropoulos, one 
of Greece's best known artists. 
HELLENIC MARITIME MUSEUM, Zea, Piraeus. Tel 451-
6822, 451 -6264. Open daily, except Sun and Man from 9 
am-12:30 pm. 

THE JEWISH MUSEUM OF GREECE, 36 Amalias SI, Tel 
323-1 577. The collections of the museum include religious 
and folk art representative of the centuries-old Judeo
Greek and Sephardic communities of Greece. Open Sun 
through Fri 9 am-1 pm Closed Sat 
KANELLOPOULOS MUSEUM, Theorias and Panos Str, 
Plaka. Tel 321-2313. Art and artifacts from prehistoric 
times to post-Byzantine period. Open Mon-Sat 9 am-3 pm. 
Sun 9:30 am-2:30 pm. Closed lues 
KERAMIKOS MUSEUM AND SITE, Ermou 148. Tel 346-
3552. The site includes the ruins of the Dipylon and the 
Sacred Gate and cemetery which stood outside the city 
walls of ancient Athens. Most interesting is the Street of 
Tombs, a funerary avenue containing the graves and 
monuments of famous Athenians. The museum houses 
many finds from the cemetery. Open 9 am-3 pm every day 
except l ues · 

MUSEUM OF GREEK FOLK ART, Kydathinaion 17, Plaka 
(near Nikis St). Tel 321 ·3018. Open 10 am-2 pm. Closed 
Mon. Art and artifacts mainly from ) 8th & 19th centuries. 
NATIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM, open daily 
8:00·7:00; Sundays 8:00·6:00; closed Mondays. 
VORRES MUSEUM, Paiania, Attica, open Sat and Sun, 
10:00-2:00. (Contemporary Greek art and folk art, plus four 
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acres of gardens.) Open by appt for groups. Tel664-2520/ 
664-4771. Entrance 100 drs. Children, students free. 
HISTORICAL MUSEUM, Stadiou, Kolokotroni Sq. Tel 
323-7617. Open 9 am-2 pm·weekdays (except Mon) and 9 
am-1 pm weekdays. 
GALLERY OF ART, (Ethiniki Pinakothiki), Vas Konstanti
nos, opposite the Hilton Hotel. Tel 721-1010. A collection 
including permanent European masters. lues-Sat 9 am-3 
pm and Sun 10 am-2 pm. Closed Mon. 

LIBRARIES 

AMERICAN HELLENIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
Valaoritou 17, Tel 361·8385. A commercial and industrial 
reference library, with a collection of American and Greek 
directories and catalogues as well as many trade, technical 
and statistical journals. Mon-Fri 9-2. Closed Sat. 
ATHENS COLLEGE LIBRARY, Psychico. Tel 671-4627, 
ext 60. Open Mon-Fri 8:30 am-4 pm, closed Sat. 25,000 
books in English and Greek; English periodicals. 
AMERICAN LIBRARY, USICA, Hellenic American Union, 
Massalias 22 (4th floor). Tel363-7740. Books, periodicals, 
indices and US government documents in English. A 
microfilm-microfiche reader-printer and a small collection 
of video-cassettes, films, records, slides and filmstrips. 
The New York Times, Time, Newsweek and Scientific 
American available on microfilm. Mon-Fri 9:30 am-2 pm 
and Mon & Thurs 5:30-8:00 pm. 
BRITISH COUNCIL LIBRARY, Kolonaki Sq, Tel 363· 
3211. Lending and Reference libraries open Mon-Fri, 
9:30-1 :30; closed all of August. 
BENAKI, Koumbari 1. Tel 362-6462. For reference use 
only. Books, periodicals, manuscripts, gravures and water
colors pertaining to all periods of Greek history and art with 
emphasis on folk tr<~dition. Mon 8:30-2:00 pm; Sat closed. 
FRENCH INSTITUTE, Sina 29. Tel 362-4301. Books, 
periodicals, reference works and records in French. Mon
Fri 10:00-1:30, 5-8 pm, except Mon mornings. 
THE GENNADEION, American School of Classical Stu
dies, Souidias 61. Tel 721-0536. Reference works on 
Greece from antiquity to the present. Permanent exhibition 
of rare books, manuscripts and works of art. Mon-Fri 9 
am-5 pm 
GOETHE INSTITUTE, Omirou 14-16. Tel 360·8111. 
Books, periodicals, reference works, records and casset
tes in German. Mon-Fri 9:30 am-2 pm and 5-8 pm, except 
Wed afternoons. 
ITALIAN INSTITUTE, Patission 47. Tel 522-9294. Books, 
films, video cassettes and records. Mon-Fri 11 am-1 pm 
MUL TI·NATIONAL WOMEN'S LIBERATION GROUP, 
Mavromihali 69, Feminism, fiction, women's issues, 
psychology, back copies of feminist journals and a good 
selection of women's health literature. Tel 281-4823, 683-
2959, before 3 pm. The library is open during the group's 
meetings, the first Fri of the month and on Thurs. 13 days 
after the first meeting, around 8:30-9 pm 
NATIONAL LIBRARY, Panepistimiou St Tel 361-4413. 
Open Mon-Thurs 9 am-8 pm, Fri and Sat 9 am-2 pm. 
Holdings in several languages. For reference use only. 
NATIONAL RESEARCH CENTER, Vas Konstantinou 48. 
T el 722-9811. Scientific journals and periodicals in all 
languages except Greek. For reference use only, but 
photocopies made upon request Mon-Fri 7:30am-2:30pm 
and 4:00-8:45 pm 
PARLIAMENT LIBRAR.X,.. Mihalakopoulou 1. Tel 723-
5857. Located behind the Pinakothiki (National Gallery), 
the library is open Mon-Fri 8:30 am-2 pm. Art books and 
journals focusing on the period after the 15th century and 
on modern Greek art. For reference use oniy. 

THE HELLENIC AMERICAN UNION GREEK LIBRARY, 
Massalias 22, 7th floor. Tel 362-9886 (ext 51). Open 
Mon-Fri 9 am-1 pm and 6-9 pm. A general public library, it 
also functions as a reading room. Along with its 6,000 
volumes of Greek books, it holds an impressive collection 
of English books on ancient Greek literature and drama, 
modern literature, Greek history and Greek art (ancient to 
contemporary), travel atlases and maps. Membership 
costs 100 drs per year for Greek citizens or foreigners who 
hold a residence permit. Other users can check out books 
as well by paying a deposit of 500 drs. One can check out 2 
to 5 books for a period of 2 to 3 weeks. 

SPORTS 

ARCHERY 
Arlon Club, Glyfada, tel. 894-0514. 
Panathinalkos Club, tel. 770-9582. 
ATHLETICS AND GYMNASTICS 

. SEGAS, Syngrou Ave. 137, tel. 958-9414 
Panellinlos Athletic Assn, Evelpidou & Mavromateon, 
tel. 832-3700 

Glyfada Athletics Club, Diadohou Pavlou, Glyfada, tel. 
894-6579. 
Klflssla Athletic Club, Tatoi 45, Strophydi, Kifissia, tel. 
801-3100. 
Hash House Harriers, tel. 723-6211 ext. 239. 
BADMINTON 
Halandri Badminton Club, Hatandri. For further informa· 
tion call 652-6421 or 671 -8742. 
BASKETBALL 
For information call the Basketball Federation, N. Saripo

lou 11 , tel. 824-4125 or 822-4131. 
Panellinlos Athletics Association, Evelpidon & Mav
romateon Sts. after 3 pm, tel. 823-3720 or 823-3733. 
BOWLING 
The following bowling alleys are open to the public In 
Athens, with prices for games from 120 to 140 drs and 
with shoe rentals usually Included. 
Blanos Bowling, Vas. Yiorgou 81 & Dousmani 3, Glyfada, 
tel. 893-2322; open 10 am-2 pm. Also Vouliagmeni 239, 
Glyfada, tel. 971-4036, open 6 pm-2 am. 
BOXING 
Panelllnlos Athletic Assoc., Evelpidon & Mavromateon 
Sts, tel. 823-3720, 823-3733, gives lessons three times a 
week. 
BRIDGE 
General information from the Hellenic Bridge Federation, 
6 Evripidou St. 4th floor, tel. 321-4090. 
CAVE EXPLORATION 
Hellenic Speleological Society, Mantzarou St., Athens, 
tel. 361 -7824 
CHESS 
For general information and details of lessons, contact the 
National Chess Federation, 79-81 Sokratous St., 7th 
floor, tel. 522-2069 or 522-4712. 
CRICKET 
The Ramblers Cricket Club, amateur cricket club playing 
in Halandri. Call Jonathan Weber, its treasurer, between 9 
am and 3 pm, at 363-3617 for information. 
FLYING 
Athens Aero Club, Acadimias 27a, tel. 361-6205. 
GOLF 
The Glyfada Golf Course and Club, near the Eastern lnt'l 
Airport bus terminal, tel. 894-6820 and 894-6875. 
GYMNASTICS 
Contact SEGAS for information at Syngrou Ave. 137, tel. 
958-9414. 
HANG GLIDING 
Aeroleschi, tel. 361-7242, offers a one-month course in 
hang-gliding. 

HIKING 
lpethrios Zol (Outdoor Life), 9 Vas. Sofias, tel. 361-5779, 
is a non-profitmaking mountaineering and hiking club open 
to all. Organizes outings every weekend at minimal cost. 
No special equipment needed except good walking shoes, 
rucksack. 
HOCKEY 
Field Hockey Club of Athens, ACS, Halandri. For further 
information call 681-1811 . 
HORSE RACING 
There are races every Mon. Wed. Sat. at 5:30 at the 
Phaliron Racecourse at the end of Syngrou Avenue, tel. 
941-7761. 
HORSEBACK RIDING 
For general information contact the SEGAS Horseback 
Riding Committee, Syngrou 137, tel. 231 ·2628. 
Athens Riding Club, Gerakas, Aghia Paraskevi, tel. 661-
1088. 
Hellenic Riding Club, 19 Paradissou St.. Maroussi, tel. 
682-6128. 

Tatoi Riding Club, Tatoi and Dekeria Sts, near· airport, tel. 
806-1844. 
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t·estattt·attts a11d night life 

TAVERNAS AND RESTAURANTS 
Library of Hadrian. Open daily from 8 am-1 am. 
HERMION cafe and restaurant in a little alley off Kapni
kareas (near the Adrianou St cafeteria square).' Delightful 
spot for Sunday lunch with exquisite Greek cuisine (a light 
touch with the olive oil), friendly service. Open daily from 8 
pm-midnight. CENTRAL 

CORFU Kriezotoll 6 (near King's Palace Hotel), tel 361-
3011. Menu includes popular standbys of Greek cuisine as 
well as a few variations from Corfu. Daily noon-1 am. 
DELPHI Nikis 13, tel 323-4869. Excellent lunchtime spot, 
very good food, reasonable prices 11 am-11 pm. 
DIONYSOS across from the Acropolis, tel 923-3182; 923-
1936. Complete restaurant and pastry shop. The house 
specialties are charcoal-broiled shrimp, fillet of sole, baby 
lamb and veal mignonnettes in oregano sauce. 
Note: Dionysos-Zonars at the beginning of Panepistimiou 
St, near Syntagma Sq, also has complete restaurant 
service. Tel 323-0336. A third Dionysos is on Lycabettus 
Hill. 
DRUGSTORE Stoa Korai, tel 322-6464; 322-1 890. A 
multi-purpose restaurant. Open 8 am-2 am, except Sun
days. 
EVERYDAY Stadiou 4 and Voukourestiou corner, tel 
323-9422. Spacious and central, serving moussaka, grills 
and salads. Also convenient for coffee, croissants, pastries 
and ice cream. Open 7 am-2 am. (Restaurant-cafeteria, 
pastry shop). 

FLOKA Leoforos Kifissias 118, tel 691 -4001. A complete 
restaurant, pastry shop and catering service. Delicious 
club sandwiches and ice cream pies ("Black Venus", etc.). 
IDEAL Panepistimiou Ave 46, tel 361-4604; 361-3596. 
"The Restaurant of Athens" founded in 1922. Pleasant 
atmosphere in a succession of well-decorated rooms, 
discreet stereo music, attentive service, extensive menu. 
Open for lunch at noon. lde~l for late diners. Don't let the 
unobtrusive entrance put you off. 
KENTRIKON Kolokotroni 3, in arcade next to the Athenee 
Palace Hotel, tel 323-2482. Full taverna fare including beef 
sofrito, beef in earthenware soup. 
KOSTOYIANNIS Zaimi 37 (Pedion Areos), Exarchia, tel 
821-2496. Large selection of appetizers. Main dishes are 
among others, Rabbit Stifado (stew with onions), souvlaki 
with bacon and quail. Closed Sunday. 

LENGO Nikis 29, tel323-1127. Charming bistro restaurant 
with good Greek cuisine; a little expensive. Open daily 12 
pm-1 am. 
NO NAME Bouzgou & Moustoxidi 20, tel 642-0306. Piano 
Bar and restaurant. International cuisine with full cocktail 
bar. Open daily except Sunday. Lunch 12 noon to 5 pm. 
Dinner 8 pm- 5 am. 
THE THREE BROTHERS Elpidos 7, Victoria Sq, 822-
9322; 883-1928. Open after 8 pm. Closed Sundays. Spe
cialties include swordfish souvlaki, shrimp with bacon, 
shrimp salad, eggplant with cheese in tomato sauce. 
Extensive menu. 
SINTRIVANI Filellinon 5, near Syntagma Sq, tel323-8862. 
Greek cuisine, extensive variety of dishes including souv
laki and moussaka (specialties). · This restaurant also 
serves fresh fish. 

HIL TON/US EMBASSY AREA 

BALTHAZAR Tsoha 27 and Vournazou, tel 644-1215. 
Renovated mansion not far from the US Embassy. Res
taurant and attractive bar. Menu includes scalloppine with 
cream, spaghetti and a different curry daily. Fresh salads. 
CACTUS 30 Papadiamantopoulou, (behind the Hilton 
Hotel). Wide selection of mezes, traditional appetizers and 
good Greek cuisine. Also available is a variety of charcoal 
grills. Very reasonable prices. Open for lunch 12:30-3:30 
pm and dinner 8:00 pm-2:00 am. 
FATSIOS Efroniou 5, Pangrati (south of the Hilton), tel 
721· 7 421. Good selection of well-prepared Greek and 
Oriental specialities. Daily from 12-5 pm. 
LE BISTRO Holiday Inn Hotel, Mihalakopoulou 50, llissia, 
tel 724-8322. French and Greek cuisine. Piano. 
MIKE'S SALOON Vas Alexandrou 5-7 (between the Hilton 
and Caravel Hotel), tel729-1689. Bar, snacks and meals. 
Daily 12 pm-2 am and Sundays from 6 pm-2 am. 
OTHELLO'S 45 Mihalakopoulou, llissia, tel 729-1481 . 
Specially: Beef Stroganoff. Open daily from 12 pm-2 am. 
Closed Sunday. 
PAPAKIA lridanou 5 (behind the Hilton), tel721-2421 . The 
specially, as the name suggests, is duck (steamed in 
cream sauce). Other entrees are lasagna, chicken Kiev, 
vegetable "pies" and daily specials. Daily from 8 pm-2 am. 
ROUMELI Panormou 107, Ambelokipi (across the park 
from the Apollon Towers), tel 692-2852. At lunchtime a 
wide sele.ction of Greek dishes; evening specialties are 
charcoal broils. Daily from 12 pm until late. Bakaliaros, . 
bifteki special, snails, baked fish (gavros). 
THE PLOUGHMAN lridanou 26, llissia (near the Holiday 
Inn), tel721-0244. Dartboard, English cuisine, and reason-
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able prices. Open daily from 12 pm-2 am; kitchen closed 
on Sundays. 
TABULA Pondou 40, (parallel to Mihalakopoulou, behind 
the Riva Hotel), tel 779-3072. A varied menu of Greek and 
international specialties plus a well stocked bar. Fresh fish 
nightly. Open from 9 pm-1 am. Closed Sundays. 

PLAKA 

ANGELOS' CORNER 17 Syngrou Ave, near Temple of 
Zeus. Cosy nook with piano. Excellent Greek and French 
cuisine. Seats 50 max. Reservations necessary. Tel 922-
9773/7417. Serves dinner from 6 pm to midnight. 
BAKALIARAKIA (TA) Kydathinaion 41, tel 322-5048. 
Basement taverna specializing in salt cod in batter usually 
served with garlic sauce. Souvlaki and delicious salads. 
DAMIGOS where Kydathinaion meets Adrianou, base
ment taverna offering quality meat, fresh vegetables, spe
cially: bakaliaro and skordalia. Extremely reasonable; 
friendly service. 
FIVE BROTHERS Aeolou St off the square behind the 

Rt•s/uunmt-Chum"'l Gri/1 .\tl'ul. ll11u'" 

American-style steakhouse 
Kifissias 267, Kifissia 
(Behind Olympic Airways 
near Plateia Kifissias) 
7 days per week 6 - 2 
Specialists in bon fillet, 
Pepper steak, T-Bone ribsteak. 

Now we have barbecue spareribs 
Reservations te/: 801-4493, 982-4136 

CHINA 

MIL TONS Adrianou 19, Plaka, tel 324-9129. Charming 
island atmosphere. Large steaks, also fresh fish. Open 
lunchtime, perfect for business lunches and evenings. 
Reservations suggested. 

PICCOLINO, 26 Sotiros Str, opposite the church. Best 
pizza in town plus many other Italian specialties including 
grilled prawns with bacon, scaloppine; all kinds of pasta. 
Also fresh grilled fish. The host keeps serving you ouzo on 
the house long after you've become a regular. Open daily 9 
am - 3 am. Tel 324-9745. 

PSARRA Erotokritou and Erechtheos Sts, tel 325-0285. 
An old favorite, great for Sunday lunch, swordfish souvlaki, 
taverna fare: special spot for locals and residents. Open 
from 12-5 pm and 7 pm-2 am daily. 

THE CELLARKydathinaion and the corner of Moni Aster
iou. Quality taverna fare, good service and extremely 
reasonable prices bring Athenians from all over the city to 
this basement taverna; not unusual to see a Kolonaki 
couple in lavish evening wear take their place at one of the 

DIOSCURI 
restaurant 

~~~B ~)~_;, 
<) ,_ ... 
"osc\J~ 

Charcoal grill - Fish 
Cooked specialities 

DIMITRIOU VASSILIOU 16 - N. PSYCHIKO 
TEL. 6713.997 - SUNDAYS OFF 

~ 

restaurant 
Superb Chinese cooking in a luxurious Oriental atmosphere 

Open 12 to 3:30p.m. and 7:30 to 1 a.m. 

72 EFRONIOU STREET, ILISSIA TEL: 723-3200.724-5746 
(Between Caravel Holel & University Camp.u~J 

English chef prepares such specialities as rainbow trout , 
homemade steak and kidney pies and delicious file t steaks. From 
Nov. l we are open again for our famous roast. Sunday lunches 1-4 
p.m. We will cater for any business lunches or small receptions. 
Open Christmas Day, reservations only. 
33 Prigipos Petrou, Glyfada 
For reservations call: 896-2710 
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restatJr•ants a11d nigl1t life 
crowded paper-covered tables; some choice island wines 
besides retsina. Open from 8 pm-2 am daily. 
SOCRATES' PRISON Mitseon 20, Makriyianni, tel 922-
3434. Charcoal grilled chicken and swordfish, rolled pork 
with carrots and celery in lemon sauce, roast lamb with 
mushrooms, meatball casserole. Pikermi wine laced with 
wine from Santorini (barrel). 
THESPIS taverna on Thespidos Street. Special menu: 
lamb liver, roast lamb, tiropitta oriental (bite-sized, crispy 
pie with melted cheese and herbs), roof garden and 
outside garden opposite; quality service, reasonable 
prices. Open from noon-2 am. 
XYNOS Ag Geronda 4, tel 22-1 065. Old Plaka tavern a with 
extensive fare, including stuffed vine leaves, fricassee. 
Wine from the barrel. Guitar music. Closed Sundav. 

PANGRATI AND ENVIRONS 
IllS SOS, Aminta 6, tel 723-57 46. Lunch and dinner every 
day except Sundays. Banqueting facilities, receptions and 
meetings. Business lunches at reasonable prices. 
KARAVITIS Arktinou 35, Pangrati, tel 721-5155. Tradition
al old taverna serving wine drinker's mezes and meat with 
potatoes and vegetables served in earthenware crocks. 
Wine from the barrel. 
MAYEMENOS AVLOS (Magic Flute), Kalevkou & Aminda 
4, tel 722-3195. A gathering place for the theatre and 
alter-theatre crowd serving snacks, full meals, sweets and 
ice cream. Specialties include lemon pie and an unusual 
sauerkraut. Open all day for coffee and cake; also pies and 
pastries to take out. 
MYRTIA Markou Mousouri 35, Mets, tel 701-2276. Greek 
cuisine, large variety of hors d'oeuvres. The specialties 
include lamb in lemon sauce. Closed Sunday. 
ROUMBA Damareos 130, tel 701 -4910. Specialties in
clude fillet a la creme with mushrooms and "Roumbosala
ta". Closed Tuesday. 
THEMISTOKLES Vas Georgeiou 31 , Pangrati, tel 721 -
9553. Extensive taverna fare, charcoal grills but the spe
cially is meat in lemon sauce. Delicious fried meatballs. 

HOTELS 

ATHENS HJLTON tel 722-0201. 
Galaxy Supper Club, fresh gourmet food plus nouvelle 

cuisine items at reasonable prices. Music. Open daily from 
noon to 3:30 pm for buffet lunch. 
Galaxy Bar, presenting singer-pianist Billy Dare perform

ing daily from 9:15 pm to 1 :45 am except Mondays. 
Ta Nlssla, taverna downstairs. Music. International 

cuisine. 
ATHENAEUM INTER-CONTINENTAL tel 902-~tititi. 
Pergola Paradise: Informal indoor/outdoor pool-side res
taurant. International and Greek specialties. Lavish salad 
buffet. Hamburgers hit parade. Exotic summer cocktails. 
Super ice cream buffet. Daily, 07.00-24.00 hrs, for break
fast, lunch and dinner. Atrium Lobby. 
Premiere Restaurant & Bar: Unique Kebab specialties 
from around the world at a roof-top restaurant with a 
panoramic view of Athens. Live entertainment. Daily 
20.00-01 .00 hrs. Bar from 19.00·02.00 hrs. 9th Floor. 
Cafe Vienna: Elegant indoor Boulevard Cafe and Bar, 
serving assorted Viennese coffees and pastries; crepes in 
the evening. Live music. Daily, 13.00-02.00 hrs. Atrium 
Lobby. 
Kublai Khan: The unique in Athens Mongolian Barbecue 
and Firepot. Thurs to Mon, 20.00-01.00 hrs. Atrium 1. 
Closed from mid·July through August. 
ASTIR PALACE, tel. 364-311 2 - 364·3331 
Apocalypsis, Astir's gourmet restaurant. Everything from 
Russian caviar or Greek eggplant salad to chateaubriand 
or shepherd's lamb ... and crepes suzette and baklava. Live 
piano music. Lunch, 12:30 - 3:30, dinner, 8:30 pm . 1 :00 
am. 
Coffee Lounge and Asteria Restaurant, ideal for quick 
snacks or complete, leisurely lunches: crepes Poseidon, 
cheese pie, lamb curry, sweets galore. 7:00 am - 1:00 am. 
Athos Bar, with live piano. Open 9:30 pm · 1 :00 am. 
ASTIR PALACE Vouliagmeni, tel 896-0211 . 
Grill Room, downstairs cafe-restaurant, piano music; 

sometimes a small orchestra for dancing. Open daily from 
1-3:30 pm, and from 8 pm-2 am. 
KING GEORGE HOTEL, tel 323-0651. 
Tudor Hall, panoramic view of the Acropolis. International 
cuisine with some Greek specialties. Open daily from 
12-3:30 pm and from 8 pm-midnight. 
LEDRA MARRIOTT HOTEL, tel 934-7711. 
ledra Grill, international specialities such as Chicken 

Kiev, pineapple curry and more; also US beef, and sea
food. Tuesday through Sunday, 7:30 pm-00:30 am. Night
ly, live entertainment to the sounds of Franco Mattola and 
his guitar. Reservations recommended. 

Kona Kai, Polynesian food complete with waterfall, 
recessed pools. Open Monday through Saturday from 7 
pm-12:30 am. Expensive but well worth it. Tepannyaki, 
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Japanese exhibition cooking, food prepared at special 
tables of 8; cook is part of the party, special arrangements 
and reservations necessary. 
Zephyros Coffee Shop, open daily from 6:30 am-1 :30 

am; breakfast from 6:30 am, served a la carte or buffet, 
specially: eggs a la minute; all day menu 11 am-11 pm; 
salad bar geared to business lunches, wide selection of 
international, local dishes; late night menu, 11 pm-1 :30 
am; Sunday brunch 11 am-3:30pm, buffet serving hot and 
cold dishes; wine on the house. 
MERIDIEN HOTEL, tel 325-5301/9. 
Brasserle des Arts, French cuisine, superb chef, tasteful 

portions, unique service. Open for lunch, 1-3:30 pm, and 
dinner, 8 pm-1 :30 am. Last order taken at 12:45 am. 
Athenian Bistro, snacks and buffet with Greek special

ties, daily from 7 pm-2 am. Great for business confer
ences. 
CHANDRIS HOTEL, tel 941-4825. 
The Rooftop, snack bar by the pool, from 10 a.m. till 6 p.m:; 
restaurant/buffet dining, 9:30 p.m. till 1 a.m. 

KOLONAKI 

ACT 1, Akademias 18, tel 360-2492. International and 
Greek cuisine. 
BAYAZZO, Ploutarhou and Dinokratous, Kolonaki, tel 
729-1420. The name means "Theatrical Clown" in Ger
man. Lunchtime salad "fountain", champagne brunches. 
Dinner specialties include Bouzouki Frivolitef (calamari 
stuffed with pine nuts and rice), vine leaves stuffed with 
sea bass mousse, aubergine (eggplant) with ouzo-flavored 
mincemeat and yoghurt. 
BRUTUS, Voulgarak1onou 67, Lofos Strefi, tel 363-6700. 
Attractive, quiet restaurant and full bar. Among the main 
dishes you will find "meatball Brutus" stuffed with cheese, 
bacon and mushrooms served with a baked potato and 
special sour cream-like sauce, tiny skewered meatballs, a 
"plat du jour" which changes daily. Desserts include 
homemade chocolate cake and lemon pie on alternate 
days, baked apples and yoghurt with sour cherry sauce. 
DIONISSOS, Mt Lykavittos (accessible by the funicular at 
the top of Ploutarchou St, Kolonaki), tel 722-6374. Atop 
one of Athens' landmarks with a view of the entire city. 
Daily 9 am-11 :45 pm. 
DEKAOKTO, Souidias 51, Kolonaki, tel 723-7878. Small 
restaurant with pleasant atmosphere, a small number of 
well-prepared dishes. Good bar (with snacks). Daily 12 
pm-2 am. Sunday 6:30 pm-2 am. 
FAIYUM, 44 Kleomenous, Kolonaki, tel 724-9861 . Open 
every evening. Specially: crepes and desserts. A few 
Chinese and Arabic main dishes. 
GEROFINIKAS, Pindarou 10, tel 362-2719; 363-6710. 
Fine Greek and oriental cuisine, fresh fish, out-of-season 
fruits and eggplant puree. Cosmopolitan atmosphere. One 
of the city's grand old restaurants. 
JE REVIENS, Xenokratous 49, Kolonaki, tel 721-0535; 
721 -1174. Specially French and Greek cuisine. Open for 
lunch and dinner. Piano: Yiorgos Miliaras; Singer: Sofia 
Noiti. 
LA RIOGA, 50 Kleomenous St, Kolonaki, tel 724-8609. 
Piano music accompanie's your meal. Among the entrees 
are steak with Cafe de Paris sauce, baked potatoes, 
paella, schnitzel, liver, and steaks with various sauces. For 
dessert try the crepes Suzette Flambees, chocolate crepe, 
and finish your meal with Irish coffee. 
NOUFARA, Kolonaki Sq 21, tel 362-7426. Restaurant, 
snack bar, spaghettaria. 
MAXIM, Kanari and Milioni 4, Kolonaki Sq, tel 361-5803; 
363-7073. Piano· music nightly. Roof garden. Open for 
dinner every night except Sunday. 

ROUGA, Kapsali 7, Kolonaki Sq, tel 722-7934. Set off in a 
small cui-de-sac (rouga means lane). Open nightly from 8 
pm-2 am. 

KIFISSIAINORTHERN SUBURBS 
APOSTOLIS, 11 Gortinias, Kifissia, tel 801-1989. Spinach 
and cheese pies, sweetbread pies, fillet of beef, oven
baked cutlets. Open on Sundays for lunch. 
BELLE HELENE, Politeias Sq, Kifissia, tel 807-7994. In a 
lovely green park with two small lakes. Greek madeira 
sauce, artichokes, bacon, ham, chicken livers, cheese, 
mushrooms, chicken crepes with ham, mushrooms, 
cheese in tomato sauce. Open daily 10:00 am-2:00 am. 
BLUE PINE, Tsaldari 27, Kifissia, tel. 807-7745. Gourmet 
Magazine made its cheese and eggplant bourekakia world
famous 30 years ago. One of the few restaurants left with a 
classical Greek international menu, featuring sweetbreads, 
brains, bitok a la russe, etc. Excellent charcoal grills and the 
single fish dish always Fresh. Closed Sunday. 
CAPRICCIOSA, Kassaveti and Levidou 2, Kifissia, tel 
801 -8960. Pizzaria. Open daily from 10 am-1 :30 am. 
·EKALI GRILL, (part of the Ekali Club), Lofou 15, Ekali, tel 
813-2685. A posh yet hospitable restaurant with a selec
tion of some 20 wines mainly from small vineyards, the 

Ekali grill really provides a treat. Tantalizing salad bar, 
tournedos, Chateaubriand, fillet of sole. Cream pies, 
cakes, fruit salad or Crepes Suzette. Soft piano music. 
EMBATI, at the 18th kilometre of the National Road, 
Lamias, tel 801-1757. Turn off at Varibobi. International 
cuisine, special dishes and grills. Music begins at 10:30 
pm. Closed Sunday. 
EPISTREFE, Nea Kifissias (west of the National Road 
follow the signs at the turn-off for Kifissia), tel246-8166. A 
charming taverna atop a hill. Rustic and cosy. Dinner from 
10 pm. Closed Sunday. Music, piano and· songs. 
HA TZAKOU, 1 Plateia Plakas, Kifissia, tel 801-3461. 
Open nightly and for lunch on Sunday. Specially: Schnitzel 
Hoffman. 
GRAND CHALET, Kokkinara 38, Politeia, Kifissia, tel 
808-4837. International cuisine with Greek specialities. 
Piano and songs. 
KATSARINA, 43 Plateia Tsaldari, Kifissia, tel 801-5953. 
Specialties: fried cod with garlic sauce, snails, savory pies 
and stuffed vine leaves. 
LOTOFAGOS, (Lotus Eater), 4 Ag Lavras, Kifissia, behind 
the station, tel 801-3201. Closed Tuesdays and Wednes
days. A buffet of unique international recipes created by 
the charming hostess. The buffet includes a choice of 
soups or one of two or three hors d'oeuvres, one of two 
special main dishes with vegetables, salad and wine. This 
restaurant is praised all over Europe. Limited seating. 
Reservations a must. 
MOUSTAKAS, Harilaou Trikoupi and Kritis, Kifissia, tel 
801 -4584. Also open for lunch on Saturday and Sunday. 
NICHOLAS, 270 Kifissias Ave., Filothei, tel681 -5497. On 
Sundays and holidays also open for lunch. Crepes with 
cheese stuffing, snails, dolmadakia (ground meat and 
rice-stuffed vine leaves) bekri mezes (meat cooked in 
wine). 
NIKOS, Skopelou 5, Kifissia, tel 801 -5537. On a road 
running parallel to Odos Marathonos, turn right just before 
the Mobil station at Nea Erythrea. 
PEFKAKIA, 4 Argonafton, Drossia, tel 813-1273; 813-
2552. Youvetsakia stifado (rabbit stew) and large array of 
mezedes (hors d'oeuvres). 
PELARGOS, 83 G. Lyra, Nea Kifissia, tel 801-4653. 
Closed Sundays. Specialties: skewered goat, also kok
koretsi, apple pie. Retsina from the barrel. 
PICCOLO MONDO, 217 Kifissias Ave, Kifissia, tel 802-
0437. Phone for reservations. Piano-restaurant with 
French cuisine. Main dishes include medailllons de boeuf 
and escalope with tropical fruits. Closed Sunday. 
PITSOUNfA, 26 Halkidos, terminus of the Kato Kifissia 
bus, tel 801-4283. Open for lunch and dinner. Bakaliaros 
skordalia (fish with garlic sauce), snails. 
SARANTIDI, Piateia Elaion, Nea Kifissia, tel 801-3335. 
Large variety of food, good wine. Music. Also open for 
lunch on Sunday. 

HALANDRI/MAROUSSI 
PSYCHICO/ENVIRONS 
ALATOPIPERO, Konstantileos/Tsavella, Maroussi, tel 
802-0636. Youvassi (pork with garlic cooked in ladoharti) 
and chicken sti gastra. Daily, except Monday, from 8:15 
pm-2 am and Saturday from 8:15 pm-3 am. 
CHRISTOS, Serron and Ethnikis Antistaseous Sts, Halan
dri, tel 671-6879; 647-2569. Grills, unusually delicious 
zuchini chips, "bifteki special" smothered in chopped fresh 
tomato, tasty hors d'oeuvres. 
DIOSKOURI, D. Vassiliou, Neo Psychico, . tel 671-3997. 
Wide range of seafood and grilled dishes. Specialties: 
charcoal-grilled fish, cooked specialties (casseroles and 
stews). 
HA TZAKOS, lrodou Attikou ·41 , Maroussi Uust below the 
KAT hospital), tel 802-0968. A variety of seasonal dishes. 
Specially: lamb in fila pastry. 
KYRANITA, 4 lthakis, Halandri, tel 682-5314. Greek 
cuisine. Music. Daily from 6 pm-2 am. Closed Sundays. 
0 MORIAS, Vas Konstantinou 108 and Pelopinissou, Ag 
Paraskevi, tel 659-9409. Family taverna with very reason
able prices. Specialties include lamb in tomato sauce with 
pasta, grills (unusually good meatballs), salads. Wine from 
the barrel. 
ROUMBOS, Ag Antoniou, Vrilissia, tel 659-3515. Closed 
Fridays. Pork with olives, beef au gratin, gardoumba 
(casserole with liver, heart, etc.) 
STEKI TOU ANDREA, Messinias/Kithaironos, Frangoklis
sia, tel 682-5041. Fried bakaliaros, bifteki special, snails, 
baked fish (gavros). Open nightly from 8 pm-2 am, and for 
lunch on Sundays, 12-5 pm. 
THE VILLAGE 11, Moraitou 82 and Vrana (Neo Psychico), 
tel 671-7775. Pleasant "village" atmosphere, good ser
vice. Specialties: lamb cooked over grapevines, frigandeli, 
charcoal-broiled quail. 
Tl PRASINO, Plateia Drosopoulou, Filothei, tel 681 -5158. 
The taverna with (perhaps) the fastest service in Athens! 
The menu includes grills (sausages, chops, souvlaki and 
hamburger steak) and delicious deep fried meatballs. 
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Salads. The meat is all top quality. Lunch from 12-4:30 pm, 
and dinner from 7:30 pm-midnight. 
TO SPITI, Frankoploulos 56, Nea Psychico, tel 672-1757. 
Private home converted into cozy taverna. Menu offers 
grills, meatballs, pork in wine sauce with cheese, lava, 
salads, retsina. 

PALEO FALIRON/ALIMOS 
CAMINO, Pizzaria-trattoria, Posidonos 54, Paleo Faliron, 
tel 982-9647. Piquant pastas, pizzas and choice cuts of 
meat are special; draft Heineken and Santorini bottled 
"house wines". Not as pricey as neighboring Italian res
taurants. 
FONDANINA, Vas Georgiou 31, tel 983-0738. Specialties 
include stuffed "Pizza Calzone", spaghetti carbonara, riga
toni with four cheeses, sallimbacca a la Romano, filleto 
diabofo, Italian and Capricioso salads, chocolate mousse, 
creme caramel and "cake of the day". 

GASKON TOMA, 20 Posidonos, Paleo Faliron, tel 982-
1114. Open every evening. Appetizers, short orders, plaki 
(fish and vegetables cooked in wine). Ouzo and wine free. 
KAPRI, Posidonos, Paleo Faliron, tel 981-6379. Open for 
lunch and dinner, 12-4:30 pm and 7:30 pm-1 am. 
MOURIA, 101 Ahileos, Paleo Faliron, let 981-3347. Spe
cially: squab in season. Retsina from the barrel. 
PAPAGALO, Leoforos Posidonos 73, Eden, tel 983-3728. 
Menu which will accommodate all moods and tastes. 
Snack and salad bars, charcoal grills, ice cream and 
crepes. 
PANDELIS, 96 Naiadon, Pal Faliron, let 982-5512. Con
stantinopolitan cuisine, with various speciaities. Daily from 
12 pm-2 am and Sunday from 12 pm-5 pm. 
PANORAIA, Seirinon!Terpsihoris Sts, Pal Faliron, tel981-
3792. On Sundays open only for lunch. Short orders for 
fish and meat; shrimp. 
SEIRINES, 76 Seirinon, Pal Faliron, let 981 -1427. On 
Sundays also open for lunch. Short orders, rabbit in red 
wine, baka/iaros (cod). 
SIXTIES, Leof Posidonos 42, tel 981-9355. Elegant res
taurant with nouvelle cuisine, bar and live music. 
STA KAVOURAKIA, 17 Vas Georgiou, Kalamaki, tel 
981-0093. Open only at night 6 pm-2 am. Crabs kavouria, 
charcoal-broiled octopus, various fish. 

PIRAEUS 

DOGA, 45 Deliyiorgi, Evangelistria, tel 411 -2149. Special· 
ties: snails, kebabs, (kokko(elsl), pureed yellow peas with 
onions (fava). 
GARTH'S, Akti Tr Moutsopoulou 36, Pasalimani, Pireaus, 
tel 452-6420. Open Tuesday-Sunday, 8 pm-1 am; Friday 
lunchtime 12-5 pm. Closed Monday. 
KAL YVA, Vas Pavlou 60, tel 412-2149. Colorful cartoon 
murals, dining balcony overlooking the sea and Microlima
no; established reputation for excellent quality of their 
meats. Daily from 8 pm-2 am. 
LANDFALL CLUB, Makriyianni 3, Zea Marina, tel 452-
5074. Seafood and Greek cuisine. 
VASILENA, Etolikou 72, tel 461-2457. A long-established 
taverna situated in a renovated grocery store. The owner 
provides a parade of 16 different dishes (in the order that 
he chooses) for a fixed price. Soup is usually served last! 
Be sure to have an empty stomach to do honor to this 
deliciouis food. 
VLAHOS, 28 Koletty, Freates, tel 451 -3432. Bakaliaros, 
bilteki done over charcoal; start with retsina. Known as The 
Garage locally for its big front doors opening onto a large 
courtyard. Open daily from 8 pm-2 am. 

ZILLER'S, Akti Koundouriotou 1, tel411 -2013. Tastefully 
decorated and popular with a floor-to-ceiling wall of pot
abies and a complete and reasonably-priced menu. Over
looks the sea and Vots'alaki Beach. Daily from 12 pm-2 am. 

GL VFADAIVOULIAGMENI SEASIDE 

ANDONIS, 22 Armenidos, Glyfada, tel894-7423. Open for 
lunch and dinner. Shrimp ragout, charcoal grilled octopus. 
BARBA PETROS, 26 N Zerva, Giyfada (Ag Konstantincs), 
tel 891-4937. On Sundays also open for lunch. Special 
cheese pies, kid, chicken, short orders. 
CHURRASCO, 16 Pandoras SI, Glyfada. Slick dining, 
outdoor terrace and bar; specially: steak tartare, fixed at 
table. Elaborate; fairly expensive; elite Athenian crowd. 
DOVINOS, 2 Plateia Fleming, Glyfada, le! 894-4249. Va
rious fish dishes, baked and grilled. 
EL GRECO, Cnr Kyprou & Feves Sts, Glyfada, tel 899-
4249. Various fish dishes, baked and grilled. 
EVOI EVAN, behind the Zeus boat factory, Ano Giyfada, 
tel 893-2689. International cuisine. Music. 
FRUTALIA, Kelsou 5 (from Athens, turn left at Vouliagme
nis 63), tel 921-8775. Nostalgic songs in a rustic setting . . 
Nightly from 8 pm. 
IMBROS, Selinisllliou, Kavouri, le! 895-1139. Open for 
lunch and dinner. Fish, meat. Constantinopolitan cuisine. 
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TEMPURA SUKIYAKI · 

SUSHI SASHIMI 

by Authentic Japanese Chef 

27 KYDATHINEON ST. PLAKA 

322-0980 - 324-6851 

CHANG'S HOUSE 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

The most wonderful, comfortable and tasteful Chinese restaurant in 
the world, and the prices are reasonable. 

Fully air-conditioned. 
Daily lunch 12:00 to 15:30 pm. Dinner 7:30pm to 12:30 am. 

(No lunch served on Sunday) 
TEL: 959-5191 959-5179 

15 DOJRANIS & 11 ATTHIDON ST., KALLITHEA 
Opposite Aghios Sostis Church 4th street down from Damon Hotel. 

(parallel to Leof. Syngrou Ave. 190-192, turn right) 

Red Dragon 
Kifissia's Chinese Restaurant 
Authentic Cantonese Cuisine 
Kyriazi & Zirini 12 Tel: 801-7034 
(near the Zirinio Sports Centre) 

Open every evening including Sunday from 7 p. m. to 1 a. m 
Dinner in the garden 

Take-away service with delivery within the area 
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KANATAKIA, I Metaxa/Pendoras Sts, Glyfada, tel 895-
1843. Short orders, specially: hilopittes. Wine from the 
barrel. 
KASTRO BARBA THOMA, Vlahika, Vari, tel 895-9454, 
open from 11 pm. Baby lamb, suckling pig, souvlaki, 
kokkoretsi, spleen, choice of appetizers. 
LE FAUBOURG, 43 Metaxa and Pandoras, Glyfada, tel 
894-1556. A full menu of meat dishes including calf liver 
cooked with onions and bacon - a house specially. Open 
daily except Sunday, for dinner only. 
MAKE UP, Grill restaurant, Posidonos 4, Vouliagmeni, tel 
896-1508. Open daily for dinner. 
PANORAMA, 4 lliou Kavouri (opposite Hotel Apollo) , tel 
895-1298. Constantinopolitan mezedes, lobster, fish of all 
kinds. 
33'S, Prinkipos Petros 33, Glyfada. Open 7 pm-12:30 am. 
Closed Wednesday. Sunday lunch from 1:00 pm. For 
reservations call 896-2710 
TO SMARAGDI, on the coastal road, Kato Voula, tel 
895-8207. Shellfish, fresh fish, various hors d'oeuvres. 

SEAFOOD 

MICROLIMANO, (or Turkolimano, as it is still called) in 
Piraeus now -hosts 22 seafood restaurants, all offering a 
good meal with excellent service at a table by the sea. 
Every taxi driver knows where it is, but if you want to use 
local transportation, take the metro to Faliron station. 
Another less well-known and less expensive seafood row 
in Piraeus is at Frates around the coast from the Zea 
Marina yacht harbor. Several restaurants offering fresh fish 
and a cliffside view of the sea. 
ANDONOPOULOOS, Frederikis 1, Glyfada, tel 894-5636. 
An old and comfortable restaurant with an extensive 
seafood menu. Daily noon-midnight. 
BOUILLABAISSE, Zisimopoulou 28, Amfithea (behind the 
Planetarium, Syngrou Ave), tel 941-9082. Bouillabaisse, 
fresh fish and a variety of shellfish. Nightly 7:30 pm
midnight. 
LAMBROS, on the shore road, Posidonos 20, Voula, tel 
896-0144. Variety of appetizers and usually a good assort
ment of fish. Moderately expensive. Daily 10 am-1 am. 
Closed Monday. 
PSAROPOULOS, Kalamon 2, Glyfada, tel 894-5677. One 
of the oldest seafood restaurants on the marina, open year 
round, tasteful service, tasty dishes, tasteful prices. 

STEAKHOUSES 

FLAME STEAK HOUSE, Hadzigianni Maxi 9 (near the 
Hilton), tel 723-8540. Specializes in good charcoal broiled 
steaks and chops. Bar open for cocktails. Nightly from 7 
pm-1 am. 
PONDEROSA, Kifissias 267, Kifissia, tel 801 -4493. Res
taurant-Charcoal Grill Steak House. The specially is Amer
ican-style steaks. Behind Olympic Airways, near Plateia 
t(ifissias. Open Monday-Friday from 6 pm-2 am. Saturday 
& _Sunday, from 3 pm-2 am. 
PRINCE OF WALES, steakhouse and pub, 14 Sinopes St, 
tel 777-8008. Open every day from 12 pm-2 am. Closed 
Sundays. Businessmen's lunch menu (main dish, beer or 
wine, and dessert) ." 
STAGECOACH, Voukourestiou 14, tel363-5145. Special
izes in steaks and salads with an extensive bar. Reserva
tions advisable. Daily 12 pm-4 pm and 7 pm-1 am. Closed 
Sunday. 
STEAK ROOM , Egintou 6 (between Hilton and US 
Embassy), tel 721-7445. Full menu featuring charcoal 
broils. Includes a bar. Reservations advisable. 

AUSTRIAN 

VIENEZIKI GONIA, Ventouri & Ouranias 13, Holargos, tel 
652-0275. Viennese and Greek specialties, soft music. 
fireplace. 

CHINESE 

CHANG'S HOUSE, Doiranis 15 & Athidon, Kallithea. From 
190-192 Syngrou Ave, turn right: tel959-5191 ; 959-51 79. 
Reasonable prices. Open daily for lunch & dinner. Special 
chefs from Taipei & Hong Kong. 160 varieties of Chinese 
dishes 
CHINA, 72 Efroniou St, llissia; tel 723-3200; 724-5746 
(Between Caravel Hotel & University Campus). Open daily 
for lunch & dinner. Superb Chinese cuisine by chefs from 
Taiwan & Hong Kong in a luxurious atmosphere. Reason
able prices. Specialties include Peking Duck, spareribs, 
shark's fip .Soup, etc. 
GOLDEN DRAGON, 122 Syngrou Ave & G Olyinpiou 
27-29, tel923-2316. Reasonable prices. Open daily 12 :30-
3 :30 pm and 7:30 pm-mignight. 

KOWLOON, Kyprou 78, Glyfada. Open daily 12-3 pm for 
lunch and 7 pm-1 am. Specialties include fried rice, baked 
duck and king shrimps. 
LONG FUNG TIEN, Alkionidou 114, coastal road near 
EOT Beach B, tel 895-8083. You can choose chop suey, 
spring rolls, Chinese noodles, among other dishes. Peking 
duck must be ordered 24 hours in advance. Every Sunday 
Chinese buffet lunch at a fixed price. 
PAGODA, Bousgou & Leof Alexandras 3, tel 643-1990; 
644-6259. Chinese cooking, decor and service. Dining 
room for dinner parties. Specialties include soups, prawns, 
chicken and beef dishes, sweet and sour meat and fish, 
lobster Cantonese, Peking duck, steamed snake. Desserts 
include lichees, fresh mango in season and sweets. 
THE PEKING CHINESE RESTAURANT, 6 Fedras and 
Karapanou, tel 893-2628. We recommend anything sweet 
and sour. The chef adds chili sauce, making the sweet and 
sour slightly fiery. Open daily from 1 pm. 
THE RED DRAGON, Zirini 12 & Kyriazi, Kifissia (near the 
Zirinon Sports Center), tel 801-7034. Cantonese cuisine. 
Specialties: Malaysian noodles with shrimp, crab with chili, 
beef with fresh ginger root. 

FRENCH 

BELLE HELENE, Politeias Sq, Kifissia, tel 801 -7994. In a 
lovely green park with two small lakes. Greek and French 
food. Specialties include "Symposia" fillet with madeira 
sauce, artichokes, bacon, ham, chicken livers, cheese, 
mushrooms. chicken crepes with ham, cheese in tomato 
sauce. Open daily from 10 am-2 am. 
ERA TO, Varnali 7, Halandri (Dourou Sq). Restaurant, bar. 
Open nightly from 7 pm-2 am, except Sunday when it 
opens for lunch at noon. International cuisine (Greek and 
French). 
BAGATELLE, Ventiri 9 & Hadziyianni Mexi (near the 
Hilton), tel 721-8893. Piano. Open daily from 7 pm-1 am. 
Specialties: frogs' legs, snails, fillet of sole stuffed with 
lobster, duck a /'orange, baby lamb in wine sauce with 
vegetables, homemade desserts, crepes stuffed with 
almonds, ice cream, hot cake with almond and creme 
anglaise. 
LE CALVADOS, Alkmanos 5 (near Athens Hilton), tel 
722-6291 . A touch of Paris with a comprehensive menu 
from house pate to "Mousse au chocolat" including a 
variety of steaks with original sauces, shrimp with curried 
rice, and cheese fondue. House wine. Specialties from 
Normandy and fine Calvados, of course. 
L'ORANGERIE, 55 Efroniou (opposite the Caravel), tel 
724-2735;724-2736. ·Nice atmosphere. Specialties: fillet au 
poivre vert (filet with green pepper), risotto mediterranee, 
seafood, seasonal salads. Piano. 

KOREAN 

GO RYEO JEONG, Alimou 33, Argyroupolis, tel991 -5913. 
Authentic Korean, Chinese and Japanese cuisine. Park
ing. Open daily 10:30 am-4 pm; 6:30 pm-1 am. 
SEOUL, 8 Evritanias, Ambelokipi (near President Hotel), 
tel 692-4669. Specialties: beef boukouti (prepared at the 
table), yatse bokum (hors d'oeuvre), haimon got (seafood 
and vegetables prepared at the table), tsapche (Korean 
spaghetti with black mushrooms). 

ITALIAN 

AL CONVENTO, Anapiron Polemou 4-6, Kolonaki, te 
723-9163. Gourmet specialties: pasta and scalloppine. 
Nightly from 8 pm-1 am. Closed Sunday. 
AL TARTUFO, Posidonos 65, Pal Faliro, tel 982-6560. 
Specialties: spaghetti, pizzas, scalloppine, fillet a la Tartu
fo, carbonara, tortellini a la creme. Nightly from 7 :30 pm-2 
am. Lunch Saturday and Sunday. 
ARCOBALENO, 14 Nap Zerva, Glyfada Sq, tel 894-2564. 
Specially: shrimp provencale. 
DA WALTER, Evzonon & Anapiron Polemou, Kolonaki, tel 
724-8726. Spacious bar. Specialties: rigatoni with four 
cheeses, fileto Piedmontaise, sauce madeira, profiteroles. 
Nightly 8 pm-1 am. 
IL FUNGO, Posidonos 68, Pal Faliron, tel 981 -6765. 
Specialties: filetta, 22 kinds of pasta, 20 varieties of pizza, 
16 different scalloppine. Nightly from 8 pm-2 am. Saturday 
12:30 pm-2:30am. Closed Wednesday for lunch. 
LA BOUSSOLA, near metro station Kifissia, tel 808-3912. 
Formerly "Da Bruno". Under same management as "La 
Boussola" in Glylada. Fillet a la diabolo and "Triptiho a la 
Boussola" (three kinds of pasta with special sauces and 
cheese) are among the specialties. 
LA FIAMMA, Plateia Dimokratias 5, Holargos, tal 651-
7355. Large variety of Italian dishes and oven-baked pizza. 
Take-out service. Open daily from 7 pm-2 am and on 
Sunday and holidays from noon-2 am. 

LEBANESE! ARABIC 

All BABA, Poseidonos Ave 13, Kalamaki, tel 983-0435; 
983-2984. Restaurant and Arabic music. Superb Oriental 
cuisine with Lebanese mezes and a rich variety of sweets. 
Floor show with belly dancers. Every night from 10:30 pm. 
BEYROUTH, Karapanou 13, Glyfada, tel 893-1169. 
Lebanese mazes, specialties and sweets. Take-out ser
vice, home deliveries. Open daily 8 pm-2 am. Saturday & 
Sunday also 1-4 pm. 
KASBAH, (Caravel Hotel), tel 729-0721. Entrees include 
chicken livers piquant and hummos (chickpeas with tahini). 
Closed Sunday. 
MARALINAS, Vrassidas 11 (between Hilton and Caravel· 
Hotels), tel 723-5425. Open for lunch and dinner. 
Lebanese mezes, charcoal grills. 
MIRAMARO, Aristotelous 5 & Syngrou (opp Ledra Marriott 
Hotel), tel 922-3290 .. Egyptian club with floor show. The 
oriental menu includes hummos, lentils, stuffed vine 
leaves, marinated lamb's tongues, mixed grill. Sweets: 
baklava and kataif. Egyptian ouzo. 
SAHARA, Posidonos 15 & Davaki, Kalamaki, tel 983-
7731. Arabic food, floor show. 
SHAHRAZAD, Akademias Ave 43, Central Athens, tel 
360-4260; 360-1877. Club-Restaurant. "An underground 

oasis in the heart of Athens". Select menu for cosmopoli
tan clientele. International and Oriental music floor show. 

MEXICAN 

AZTEC, Leaf Kifissias 267 (near the trohonomo), tel 
801-5335. The first Mexican restaurant in Greece. Menu 
includes a glossary of all dishes. Open Monday-Thursday; 
6:30-11 :30 pm; Friday & Saturday, 6:30-12:00 pm. 
VIVA MEXICO, Grigoriou Lambraki 49, Glyfada, tel 894-
5302. A new Mexican restaurant for Athens. Specialties 
are Parigiada & Tacos Viva Mexico. Chef: Frederico 
Ramirez. Guitar music. 

SPANISH 

CASA MADRID, Akti Koundourioti 4, Kastella, Piraeus, tel 
412-3032. Plush interior for winter season. Free parking 
next to restaurant. Specialties ·include: paella, stuffed 
squid, braised lamb, beef steak with pueros sauce; -·roasi 
oork and chicken a la Madrid. 
COMILON, Polyla 39, Ano Patissia, tel 201-0592. Unusual 
appetizers, very tasty paella, and sangria. Specialties: 
Sepias con Olivas (cuttlefish with green olives), pork 
mandarin (baked pork fillet with pineapple and orange). 
Spanish and Latin American music. Nightly from 8 pm. 
Closed Monday. 
SEVILLA, Theognidos 11-13 (beginning Ag Sostis 
Church), tel 32-3941 . Spanish and French specialties, 
music and songs. Paella, Andalusian steak, little meat 
loaves, Sevilla, sangria. 

BARS 

KAROLOU OIL, Loukianou & Athaiou, Kolonaki, tel 721 -
2642. Refined atmosphere, soft music (often "retro"). 
Student and younger crowd mainly but suitable for all. Very 
" in". Drinks, snacks and food. Open 8 :30 pm-2 am. 
MONTPARNASSE, Haritos 32, Kolonaki, tel.729-0746. 
Better known as " Ratga's", named after the owner. A 
three-level bar-restaurant decorated with plants, stained 
glass lamps and a huge stuffed parrot at the bar. Favorite 
spot for theatre crowd; offers snacks, special salads, 
spaghetti carbonara, and omelettes for your drink-pro
voked appetite. Open nightly 7 · pm-2 am. 
17, Voukourestiou 17 (in the arcade), down a few steps 
into a cozy "all friends" atmosphere. If you've missed your 
date, or just want to buy an absent friend a drink, pay the 
bartender, sign a raincheck for the bulletin board and he or 
she will be treated. Open daily from 11 :00-2:00 am. 
SCORPIOS, Evrou 1 & Kanosajiy (opp American Embas
sy), tel 771-1206. Foreign and Greek music and songs. 
International cuisine, mostly French. Special dishes in
clude chopped fillet in cream sauce with curry, fillet with 
bacon and Bercy sauce, salad "Scorpios" and " Imperial" 
salad (avocado, onion, egg, tuna with special dressing). 
Desserts include chocolate souflee, baked apples "Mariet
te" with whipped cream and Bavarian cream pastry. Open 
from 9 :00 pm-2 am, except Sundays. 
TAPAS DE COLILON, 267 Kifissias (behind Olympic 
Airways), Athens wine bar; cold plate. 
TO GERANI (0 KOUKLIS), tel 324-7605. Tripodon 14, 
Plaka. Superb and substantial 'mezes' make more than a 
meal. Try the sausages and tasty salads. Accompany your 
meal with wine (hyma), or ouzo. 
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