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We speak
the same
anguage...

Like you,we want to make
the most of your holiday

We know that your holiday in Greece is a very
special occasion. That you want to see all you can
see, enjoy and have a memorable time.

And because we think the same way, we offer you
many services which can turn a great vacation into a
grand one. With Olympic, you can discover

more of Greece, faster, more comfortably with the
specialists who know Greek air travel best.

= Connections

to 32 island and mainland destinations

From Athens, Olympic flies to 32 domestic destinations,
including popular island resorts and picturesque towns

in every corner of the Greek mainland. Not only do we speak
your language (whether it's English, French or German)

but we fly at your convenience, too. Our flights are
scheduled to arrive and depart so you can make the most
of your vacation time.

= Olympic Aviation
If you're in the mood for a very private, exclusive vacation, turn
to Olympic Aviation. Rent your own light aircraft or helicopter
and your private pilot will take you to fantastic, secluded spots.
= Olympic Airtours
When you're in Athens, Olympic Airtours can help you plan an

interesting itinerary, and assist you with information on hotels, car
rental, sightseeing, excursions, facilities and entertainment.

Make the most of your Greek holiday and contact Olympic.
You'll find we do speak the same
language... It's as simple as understanding your needs.
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AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOLS OF ATHENS

Registration for the 1986-87 school year begins on August 21

KIFISSIA ELEMENTARY: JUNIOR KINDERGARTEN THROUGH 5TH GRADE
HALANDRI CAMPUS :JUNIOR KINDERGARTEN THROUGH 12TH GRADE
BOARDING FACILITIES : GRADES 9 THROUGH 12

Accreditation:
Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools
(the only K-12 accredited school in Greece)

Fully qualified, certified, U.S. trained faculty
Elected Board of Education

Advanbed Placement (Honors) Courses
and International Baccalaureate Diploma, comparable to and exceeding
the requirements of the GCE O and A levels

Special Services:
Personal and College Counseling, Remedial Programs, English as
a Foreign Language, Speech Therapy, Medical Services, Psychologist

Summer Activities Program
Recipient of Carnegie Foundation Award for K-12 Writihg Project
Testing Center for PSAT, SAT College Board Examinations and TOEFL
K-12 Computer Literacy, Programming in Basic, Logo and Pascal
Extensive After-School Activities Program

Intensive Foreign Language Program (first prize in 1984 Pan European
French Essay Contest) ‘

Field trips, cultural events and athletic competition in and out of Greece

Modern Facilities:
Computer Center, Gymnasium, Playgrounds, Science Laboratories,
Libraries (the largest secondary school library in Greece),
Art Center, Cafeteria

Student body includes 51 nationalities
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For Information, please contact:
HALANDRI CAMPUS KIFISSIA ELEMENTARY
129 Aghias Paraskevis St 13 Kokkinaki St., Kato Kifissia
Q2 34 Halandri (Athens) Tel. 639-3200 Tel. 808-0475 /
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St. Lawrence Colleqe
The British School in Greece
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6 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
IN BRITISH EDUCATION AND G.C.E
SUCCESS RATE SECOND TO NONE

To our pupil population of 550 we offer

— Small classes

— A wide range of subjects

— An impressive record of entry to British, American, Canadian
and other Universities

— A young, dedicated and professionally qualified teacher body

Although very much adhering to the BRITISH pattern (we pre-
pare pupils for Common Entrance, G.C.E. “O” and “A” levels
and C.S.E.), we successfully cater for the needs of our South
African, American, East and West European children as well as
those of other nationalities.

UNIQUE to St Lawrence

— We alone employ the representative of the Associate Board of
the Royal Schools of Music, London

— Our work and success rate in the English as a Forelgn
Language Department

— Our emphasis on pastoral care, which fosters a special
community spirit within a caring environment

— The convenience afforded by offering education (and bus
service) on 3 campuses - Filothei, Glyfada, Gargittos

Sports and a host of extra-curricular activites (gymanastics,
drama, music, debating, forensics; chess etc.) are well de-
veloped and play an intergral part in the corporate life of the
school.

THE ACADEMIC ADMINISTRATION

Mr. G. Kladidis - Headmaster, High School, Gargittos

Mrs. E. Panayiotopoulou-Bouloucou - Senior Mistress, Gargittos
Mr. R. Crook - Headmaster, Glyfada School

Mrs. G. Kaloti - Headmistress, Junior School, Filothei

Mr. A. Leech - Director of Studies

Mr. B. Whitton - Educational Advisor to the Board

OUR interest is to cater for YOUR child’s education and welfare —
come and see us to discuss what St. Lawrence can do for YOUR
children.

Telephones: 661-1851, 661-0979, 894-3251, 681-2096
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 65228, Psychiko 15410, Athens
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Discover the sectets

of Cardhu.

Cardhu stands highest of the many distilleries

in the glens of Strathspey, where icy mountain
. streams spring from the hillside. It is this water
that helps give Cardhu its special character and
smoothness — famous throughout the High-
lands. Owned by John Walker & Sons Ltd,
Cardhu has for many years been the principal
malt in the world’s most famous blended Scotch

whiskies, Johnnie Walker RED
LABEL and BLACK LABEL.
Now it is more widely available as
a single malt, matured for 12 years.
So you can join a growing number
of connoisseurs who are
discovering the secrets of

CARDHU.

Cardhu 12Year Old Highland Malt Whisky

Distilled by CARDHU Distillery, Knockando, Morayshire, since 1824.
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Aliki in wonderland

Nothing had been seen at Epi-

daurus by so many since super-

star Callas sang Cherubini’s Medea
there a quarter of a century ago.
The theatre, which has a capacity
of a dozen West End theatres put
together or five Metropolitan
Opera houses and is out in the
middle of nowhere, was filled to
overflowing. Toute Athénes was
present and the Peloponnesians
were out in strength. Though Cal-
las may have drawn local shepherds
down from the hillside as well, that
was a long time ago. Now,
shepherds and shepherdesses,
arriving in Hondas, think nothing
of shelling out 2500 drachmas a
ticket and mingling in the lower
tiers with PASOK ministers who
have done so much to rejuvenate
the countryside with EEC money.

Yet for two previous weekends,
plays had been performed to such
an avalanche of empty limestone
seats that there were rumors EOT
might have to abandon the Epi-
daurus Festival altogether and turn
it into a bauxite quarry. One of the
reasons for this audience stay-away
was the Mondiale on TV, and this
may explain the stampede to Epi-
daurus afterwards. We live in a
world devoted to super-luminaries,
and international star Diego
Armando Maradona was now re-
placed by national star Aliki
Vouyouklaki.

Aliki isn’t so much a performer
as a cultural object of the screen
and stage which, breaking into the
most hallowed hall of ancient dra-
ma for the first time, turned herself
into an ethnic event. Politicians,
leaders of arts and literature,
socialist plutocrats, jet-setters and,
above all, “the people” were mas-
sed together in one mighty body
social. It’s on such an occasion that

one is swept back into antiquity and

feels the full brunt of what it was
like to live in an ancient polis at the
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time of some great festival.

The only thing that seemed lack-
ing was any sense of religious cult,
though Aliki is about as close as
Greece can get nowadays to pro-
ducing a goddess. In this age of
scepticism, Aliki is a reassuringly
living, throbbing thing. As close to
immortal youth as one’s ever likely
to be, she is nowhere more proper-
ly worshipped than here at the
sanctuary of Asklepios, god of
homeopathy and slimnastics, for at
50-whatever, she still has the blush
of youth, the figure of goddess-as-
nymph, and a face as smooth as the
Aegean during halcyon days.

Who is this creature and what
are her attributes? She is a local
deity whose sacred precincts are
roughly defined by the borders of
modern Greece and the transmis-
sion radius or ERT 1 and 2. Her
worshippers number about 10 mil-
lion and the only ritual she de-
mands is applause. If only one
among the 15,000 spectators the
other night did not applaud, she
would have noticed him, and
already his fate will have been swift
and terrible.

Within these precincts, she is as
familiar, and therefore as difficult
to describe vividly, as the Parth-
enon, which can be considered her
only serious rival, though unlike
the latter she is in no need of a
crane to keep her joints together.
To those who lie outside her cult-
area — among the uninitiated, the
agnostics, the barbarians — she is
equally elusive and best described
as a phenomenon caused by local
atmospheric conditions. Compari-

sons are particularly clumsy when it

comes to Aliki. Brigitte Bardot,
Doris Day, Marilyn Monroe, Betty
Grable, Rita Hayworth, like Aliki,
may have achieved fame without
learning how to act — may have
achieved it because they didn’t act -

"but otherwise there is little similar-

ity. They aren’t even Greek...

our town

|

- Aliki swept into the orchestra of
Epidaurus in the guise of Lysistra-
ta, the Aristophanic heroine of in-
ternational peace and the women’s
movement, issues prominent in
Greece’s domestic and global
affairs during these great green
days. And she came on not like a
mere queen, but like a queen and
her steed, for there was a prance in
her step which spelled triumph. She
fairly snorted brimstone at the
smell of victory.

ow, in this far from perfect

world, it must be said there
was a small number of embittered,
twisted intellectuals in the audience
who had come to see Aliki fail, who
spread evil rumors that the holy
stones of Epidaurus would go up in
smoke; critics of unreadable jour-
nals sharpening their quills to dip
into venom and expose the goddess
in the nakedness of her acting
skills. Then, like the legions of
darkness, they were put to flight at
the sound of Aliki’s first cockcrow
and the stones themselves (some
say) were heard clapping their
hands together. Poor fools! Of
course, Aliki wasn’t Lysistrata, any
more than she was ever Queen
Amalia or Mando Mavroyenous,
among those strings of Greek
heroines she’s impersonated. She
was simply Aliki herself playing at
Lysistrata — Aliki the immortal —
whom millions of Greek women
would like to be and what millions
of Greek men want their women to
be like. Seriously? Well, maybe not
exactly seriously, but not entirely
unseriously, either.

Much of theatre is make-believe,
and there’s a metaphysical joke
here (occasionally revealed by a
wink) shared between Aliki and
her millions of admirers. But re-
member, to your peril, that Aliki
invented it and is sole owner of the
patent. Great goddess, may you be
next minister of culture!



Student charter flights from Athens to London

Athens - London London - Athens

August 18,900 drs August 19,900 drs
September 18,900 drs September 12,900 drs
October 18,900 drs October 12,900 drs

Flights are operated by British Airtours Boeing 737 aircratft.
Flights are up to three times a week.

For further information and bookings contact:

Filellinon 1

' at Syntagma Square
Athens 105 57

Tel.: 324 - 1884

HYD RA the unique...

even the backstreets are worth visiting

1. HOTEL MIRANDA an oid mansion, lovely garden
For reservations - “Jani” — 0298.52230.

2* «AOYAAKI» - LOULAKI

visit the art-galerie-boutique
Tilly 0298.52292.

3.«TO ZMITI Z0Y» - YOUR HOME

restaurant - pizzaria, have a greek meal
call Dimitri - 0298.53155.
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ATHENIAN

Dear Editor: -

A need certainly exists in your
magazine for an article on the subject
of “The first injury abroad” (July
issue). But not this article. It is unhelp-
ful, misleading, inaccurate and superfi-
cial.

A non-Greek-speaking foreigner in
Athens who does not find himself sur-
rounded by Greeks who can be helpful
in English in an emergency must be
mute in all languages, including sign.

Any man who asks a doctor how to
take a shower without gettirg his fore-
head wet deserves the scornful non-
reply he received.

As for the “helpful” bits of informa- ;

tion:

If your hypothetical foreigner dials
166 and manages to give his address, he
will in 2-3 minutes’ time find an ambu-
lance at his door (no charge), which
will deliver him to the emergency hos-
pital of the day (no charge). (What
“public first aid” is meant to signify I
don’t ‘know.) However, for a cut it
would be a waste of ambulance service.
He should get one of the English-
speaking Greeks to write out for him
“first aid” in Greek and show it to a taxi
driver. There (no charge) he would find
no need for Greek. A cut declares
itself, and they get busy.

Charges are not “minimal” in outpa-
tient clinics of public hospitals; they are
non-existent except for special tests
such as electro-cardiograms. Arrange-
ments for these tests do not need to be
made separately. Only private clinics
such as Ygeia have fees for routine
services.

If a cut cannot be stitched, how can
it be sutured?

Most pharmacies give injections, as
well as measuring blood pressure.

There are worse places to be sick or
injured in than Greece, far worse, and
far more expensive. If David Lazarus is
as helpless as he makes out, perhaps he
had better take the first plane home.
His article is an insult to a generally
helpful system of medical services.

Sincerely yours,
Grace Edwards
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THE ATHENIAN DIARY

by Sloane Elliott and David Lazarus

The ‘Cyprus file’

he “Cyprus file” is open, but it will

take more time before we know
what’s inside. A report had been due
this month from the multi-party par-
liamentary committee investigating
events leading up to the Turkish inva-
sion of Cyprus in 1974. Last month,
however, the committee’s probe was
given a six-month extension.

“It looks like it’s meant to stay an
issue through the summer,” said one
political observer, “at least through the
elections in October.”

PASOK pledged when it came to
power in 1981 to open the Cyprus file
and settle once and for all who was to
blame for Turkey’s continued occupa-
tion of the island. Previous govern-
ments said they were keeping the file
closed for national security reasons.

What is known for sure is this: A
coup engineered by the military junta
then ruling Greece to overthrow Cyp-
riot President Archbishop Makarios
ended in failure. But Turkey, in the
name of protecting Turkish nationals
on the island, staged a massive invasion
of northern Cyprus. Makarios believed
the junta leaders had intended to bring
about a conflict with Turkey to divert
popular attention from domestic prob-
lems. But the speed and magnitude of
the Turkish reaction — an invasion force
eventually numbering 30,000 troops —
was more than the junta had bargained
for. After two days of skirmishes the
military dictators called a ceasefire and
delivered themselves to civilian au-
thority.

Today, twelve years later, Turkish
troops are still there and a self-proc-
laimed Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus is struggling for international
recognition.

Diplomats said the Cyprus file com-
mittee is attempting to lay at least
partial blame for the invasion abroad —
primarily on the Americans. The com-
mittee is exploring theories ranging
from military incompetence to a dou-
ble-dealing conspiracy between the
junta leaders and the U.S. government.

The most common theory charges
‘that the U.S. gave its tacit support for
the invasion by refusing to offer assist-
ance when alerted by Greece.

More conspiracy-minded theorists
have alleged that a secret deal was
worked out between the junta and then
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U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissin-
ger. The story goes that America
agreed to look the other way during the
coup against Makarios and would then
help ensure regional stability as Athens
installed a friendlier government in
Cyprus. But when the Turks invaded,
the U.S. back-pedalled and held its
distance.

Others believe that the speed with
which the Turkish assault was un-
leashed implies a conspiracy between
Washington and Ankara. Here the
story goes that the Americans tipped
off the Turks in advance of the in-
tended coup, supposedly in return for
Turkish favors down the road.

“The whole purpose of the Cyprus
file is to reveal some foreign power was
to blame,” one diplomat said. Another
noted that much of the case would be
built almost entirely on personal testi-
monies with little documentary evi-
dence.

Top figures in the armed forces —
many having been junior officers at the
time of the crisis — have been sub-

poenaed to testify in closed-door hear-
ings. Press reports speculated that poli-
tical testimonies would include former
President Constantine Karamanlis,
who restored the nation to democracy
when the junta collapsed in the wake of
the bungled coup.

Nobody is expecting a significant
resurgence of anti-Americanism here,
at a time when Greek-U.S. relations
are their warmest in years. Diplomats
say Prime Minister Papandreou is un-
likely .to press for any sort of American
accountability for conclusions that may
be drawn in the report. Rather, open-
ing the Cyprus file now may be an
attempt to placate hardliners in the
government opposed to Papandreou’s
relatively new moderate stance con-
cerning the U.S.

In any case, it is generally believed
the overall effect of the Cyprus file
probe will be positive.

“Greece loves junta-bashing and
Turk-bashing,” said one observer.
“The Cyprus file report will provide a
catharsis for all the unresolved anger
that Greeks have been carrying around
for the past 12 years. No matter what
the committee decides it will be a re-
lief.”

Calm follows fire and brimstone

The shouting match between Greece
and Turkey grew surprisingly quiet as
July wore on, but it was all fire and
brimstone at the beginning of the
month. .

At center stage was a reported
shooting incident between a Turkish
warship on maneuvers and a Cypriot
cruise liner. Turkey denied the incident
but Greek government officials
branded the affair “barbarous and un-
acceptable”. Protests were lodged with
the United Nations, the FEuropean
Community and the NATO alliance.

The Defense Ministry said a Turkish
destroyer participating in a military ex-
ercise in the southern Aegean
approached the 1,991-ton cruise ship,
the City of Limassol, on the afternoon
of June 30. The warship requested the
City of Limassol to change course be-
cause live ammunition was being used
in the vicinity.

The destroyer then fired warning
shots across the ship’s bow and stern,
the ministry said. The salvos landed

- .about one and a half kilometres away.

According to the ship’s Greek captain
the City of Limassol, carrying 80 pas-

sengers, was not endangered at any
time.

But a Greek government spokesman
called the incident “unacceptable and
unjustified”. He said the ship’s pre-
sence in the area “did not cause any
problem to the Turkish exercise”.

The Turkish Foreign Ministry said
no shots had been fired and there had
been no conflict. “We messaged the
ship that it was very dangerous to sail in
those waters and it left the area,” the
Turkish statement said, adding that the
allegation was another example of what
it called “Greece’s tension policy”.

The ship incident followed on the
heels of Prime Minister Papandreou’s
return from an EEC summit meeting at
the Hague, where he said he lobbied
support in matters relating to Greek-
Turkish relations and Cyprus.

Papandreou said his EEC partners
“carefully listened to” and “fully under-
stood” his presentation of Greece’s
perception of Turkish hostilities, “and I
have every reason to believe that we
shall have the support of Western
Europe”.

European Commission President
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AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOLS OF ATHENS

KIFISSIA
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The only American Elementary School
in the Northern Suburbs

AC S Kifissia Elementary School offers:

® A pre-kindergarten through 5th grade program
® Modern facilities in a friendly and pleasant
neighborhood environment
e Small classes guaranteed
® U.S. certified and experienced teachers
® Emphasis on Basics
@ Comprehensive Tests of Basic. Skills at all levels

® Modern Greek, French, Music, Art,
Physical Education and Computers

For Admissions Information
please call 808-0475 or 6393-200, Ext. 243
12 Kokkinaki Street, Kato Kifissia

{ale)

dJin

coiffures

spring + summer

78 sp. merkouri st.
pagrati
tel. 7232486-7-8

sinopis st. & evinou 9-11
(behing athens tower)
tel. 7706525-7770471

7794609
30 i. meilaxa st. - glyfada

11 vrasida st. tel. 8931988-9—8949182

(behind athens hilton) 8942026
tel. 7248292-7240364 " men’s salon
7240154 esthetics
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Jacques Delors told a press conference
after the meeting that “all who express-
ed views shared Greece’s concern”.

Papandreou’s performance at the
summit was marked by an unusually
moderate tone and a departure from
the often harsh rhetoric of previous
international appearances. Diplomats
here said the prime minister may be
finding it more effective to toe a softer
line if Greece is to be successful in its
current bid to block the EEC from
normalizing relations with Ankara.

Papandreou, who said during both
the 1981 and ’85 general elections that
he would remove Greece from the
European Community and NATO
alliance, seemed to be acting more the
team player. He told the Hague summit
that an increase in Greek-Turkish hos-
tilities “would dissolve the cohesion of
the EEC and NATO”.

In Cyprus, meanwhile, protests
greeted Turkish Premier Turgut Ozal
as he made his controversial visit to the
self-proclaimed Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus.

And when he left, Turkish Cypriot
leader Rauf Denktash promptly slam-
med shut the border with Greek Cyp-
rus in a play for international recogni-
tion of his mini-state’s sovereignty. The
move isolated U.N. peacekeeping
troops on the northern side and cut off
communication with Greek Cypriots
living above the “green line” separating
the two communities.

Denktash reopened the border ab-
out a week later saying the closure
showed the world that Turkish Cyprus
has achieved a new sense of interna-
tional identity. As it stands, however,
the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyp-
rus is still recognized only by Turkey.

Calls for justice

Greece and Cyprus marked the 12th
anniversary last month of the attemp-
ted coup and Turkish invasion of the
island with calls for justice and praise
for Greeks and Cypriots living abroad
as “valuable allies”.

The ruling PASOK Party pledged to
find and punish “those responsible for
the greatest betrayal in our modern
history”. It said “the foreign-motivated
Athens junta, by trying to export tyran-
ny to Cyprus, had given Turkish expan-
sionism the opportunity to implement
its threats”.

But through international unity, the
PASOK statement said, “we are cer-
tain that we will achieve final vindica-
tion”.
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Cypriot President Spyros Kyprianou
called Turkey’s invasion and continued
presence “a crime of international
scale”.

In a message to Cypriots abroad,
Kyprianou promised that his govern-
ment will never be “Turkey’s accom-
plice in the realization of its designs
against Cyprus. We do not have the
right to betray the past and future of
our country”. :

The self-proclaimed Turkish Repub-
lic of Northern Cyprus is recognized
internationally only by the Turks.

“In our fight for survival,” Kyp-
rianou said, “we have you, the Cypriots
living abroad, as valuable allies. With
the support of Greece and Greeks
throughout the world we will continue
... in the struggle for the salvation of
our tortured land and the rights of our
sorely tried people”.

Libyans leave

The Libyans said they did it on their
own. Greece said they did it on their
own. But most observers were some-
what skeptical.

A Greek government spokesman
was the first to break the news: the
Libyan mission here would be reducing
its diplomatic staff by between 15 and
20 people. He said the decision had
been made solely by the Libyans and
was not connected to steps taken
against Libya by the European Com-
munity and United States.

The spokesman said there had been
talks between the Foreign Ministry and
Libyan mission on such a reduction,
but he was unaware of any agreement
reached beforehand with Tripoli.

A Libyan announcement the next
day sharply denied that Greece had
requested the diplomatic reduction.
“The only source to take such decisions
are the basic People’s Congresses rul-
ing the Arab Libyan Jamahiriya,” the
announcement said. It added that
Libya maintained “friendly and prom-
inent relations with the Greek people”.

Perhaps too prominent. Athens has
had more Libyan diplomats — as many
as 50 — than any other European coun-
try since the EEC acted against Libya
in May. Greece had maintained that
American proof of alleged Libyan com-
plicity in terrorist acts was inconclusive.

But diplomats said the government
was growing anxious to see a reduction
in Libya’s presence as part of a fresh

drive for EEC unity, especially if .

Greece is to block a warming of EEC-
Turkish relations.
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Keeley under fire

American  Ambassador  Robert
Keeley was criticized by Greek officials
last year for statements made at his
Senate confirmation hearing. Last
month he again found himself in hot
water for an interview given to a lead-
ing Greek newspaper.

The government found it necessary
to issue a late-night statement counter-
ing opposition party charges that
Keeley was intervening in Greece’s in-
ternal affairs.

The Greek Communist Party called
Keeley’s remarks in the afternoon daily
Eleftherotypia a “flagrant intervention”

and said his words were “incompatible -

with his presence in Greece”. The com-
munists charged that Keeley spoke as if
Greece was a U.S. colony.

The conservative New Democracy
Party also called for Keeley to clarify
statements regarding Greek depend-
ence on the U.S. for economic aid.

The government later issued an
announcement defending itself and the

Visitor from China

Chinese Premier Zhao Ziyang paid a
brief visit here last month, returning a
trip to China in April by Prime Minister
Papandreou.

Papandreou told reporters that
Ziyang’s visit was “most important”
and that “Greek-Chinese friendship
will be very productive in many sec-
tors”. He did not elaborate.

There had been speculation that
Greece and China were keen to culti-
vate defense industry contacts. Offi-
cials on both sides emphasized a desire
for increased economic relations and
bilateral trade.

But in the end the only tangible
result of Ziyang’s visit was an agree-
ment to establish an interministerial
committee to coordinate “implementa-
tion of decisions taken for cooperation
in various sectors”.

Ziyang spiced up the otherwise
routine ceremonial procedures by
announcing at a state dinner that ter-
rorism should not be used as a pretext
for attacking a nation’s territorial in-
tegrity — an apparent criticism of the
American raid on Libya. “We are
against every form of terrorism and the
use of violence as a means of political
struggle,” the Chinese premier said.

Papandreou briefed Ziyang on .

Mediterranean  issues, particularly
Greek-Turkish relations and the Cyp-
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U.S. envoy, saying Greece was follow-
ing “a course based on a multi-dimen-
sional foreign policy” and was acting in
the country’s national interests.

Referring to the Communist Party
charges, the government statement said
Keeley was expressing personal views
“which under no circumstances
amounted to intervention in domestic
matters”.

Keeley had touched on a wide range
of topics in the interview, including
U.S.-Greek relations, the American
military bases here, the Cyprus prob-
lem, the fallen junta and Greece’s rela-

- tions with Turkey.

He had been asked specifically to
comment on statements made prior to
his posting that America and Greece
had a “patron-client relationship”.

Keeley told the newspaper that bi-
lateral relations were now more ba-
lanced. “I do not think that a rela-
tionship on an equal basis can exist if
one country depends on the other for
aid,” he said, “and this case does not
apply now.”

rus situation. While Ziyang reportedly
commented that he was in favor of
United Nations efforts to resolve the
Cyprus dispute, diplomats believed
China would maintain its distance from
the ongoing tension between feuding
NATO members Greece and Turkey.
China supports a strong NATO alliance
to maintain pressure on the Soviets.

On the economic front, Papandreou
called for overcoming “objective condi-
tions” in seeking “common ground for
cooperation”.

Ziyang ended his visit with a two-
day stay on Crete, where he visited the
ancient palace at Knossos. Quoting a
Chinese proverb, he commented that
“it is better to see something once than
to hear about it one hundred times”.

Tourism up, sort of

Good news and bad news on the
tourism front. The good news: tourism
was up between January and May. The
bad news: as expected, the Americans
are staying home.

According to the National Tourist
Organization, Greece saw a 4.1 percent
increase in foreign visitors arriving dur-
ing the first half of the year. Nearly 2
million tourists are said to have come
during this period, as compared to 1.7
million for the same time last year.

Britons were heading - the list

' (339,951), followed by West Germans

(314,150), Yugoslavs (148,252), French

(121,068) and Dutch (80,822).

Where were the Americans? At
home, says National Economy Under-
secretary Panayiotis Roumeliotis. He
announced last month that half of all
Americans who had planned to visit
this summer have postponed their trips.
Overall, he said, the number of Amer-
icans visiting this year is down by as
much as 60 percent.

Roumeliotis said fear of terrorism is
not the only culprit in keeping U.S.
tourists away but also the American
government, which is making “efforts”
to keep its countrymen at home. He
said an estimated 93 million Americans
will spend some $280 billion within the
U.S. this summer.

But there’s a bright side: travel
agents say the American stay-away has
resulted in cheaper hotel rates for
others.

Help for hostages

The sister of an American hostage in
Lebanon arrived here last month at the
invitation of Margaret Papandreou and
bumped into someone at the airport:
Nobel Peace Prize winner Mother
Teresa, who was coming to Athens to
inaugurate a home for the destitute.

Peggy Say, sister of abducted jour-
nalist Terry Anderson, said Mother
Teresa told her she would do what she
could to help seek Anderson’s release.
She also said she would pray for the
release of all hostages in Lebanon.

Say had come for talks with Mrs
Papandreou, wife of the prime minis-
ter, who recently returned from a meet-
ing in Damascus with Syrian President
Hafez Al Assad. Mrs Papandreou said
Assad had promised to work with the
Greek government in gaining freedom
for the hostages.

Say told reporters she had brought
letters from the families of all the
American hostages “expressing their
appreciation” for Mrs Papandreou’s
efforts.

She also said she was carrying letters
to the captors of American William
Buckley from his family and Briton
Alec Collett from his American wife.
In the letters, according to Say, the
family members are requesting the cap-
tors to allow their loved ones to com-
municate with them, if still alive.

“I am hoping to get some guidance
from Mrs Papandreou as to the best
way to get in touch with somebody who
would deliver the letters for me,” Say
said.
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In Brief

The Kyrenia 2 was one of the shorter
of the tall ships to assemble for the
centennial celebrations of the Statue of
Liberty on July 4. Launched a year ago
at Perama, Kyrenia 2 is a 20-metre
replica of a 4th century B.C. wreck
found off the north coast of Cyprus in
1967.

Painter Nikos Hadzikyriakos-Ghi-
kas, who recently gave a large number
of paintings to the National Gallery and
will have a room there named after
him, is donating his townhouse on
Krieztou Street to the Benaki Museum.

As the walls surrounding the Mak-
riyiannis Barracks were coming down
last month to make way for a park
around a new Acropolis museum, walls
were rising before the U.S. ambassa-
dor’s residence. The decision came
from Washington which is taking furth-
er measures to protect American diplo-
mats abroad.

The Guardian has joined members
of the Labor Party and university
groups in calling for the return of the
Elgin Marbles. There is a movement
afoot to achieve this goal during the
bicentennial year of Lord Byron’s birth
(1988).

Public benefactor Lambros Eftaxias
is presenting his important collection of
ancient bronzes to the Nikos Goulan-
dris Museum of Cycladic Art. Eftaxias
was among the private donors to contri-
bute to the Friends of Music’s un-
finished concrete bulk standing next to
the U.S. Embassy. Long delayed,
funds from the public sector have now
been promised by Culture Minister
Mercouri.

By intervention of the public prosecu-
tor, the first broadcast of Channel 15,
Free Radio was cut off less than an hour
after it began on June 30. The station,
formed by 33 journalists, professors,
artists and intellectuals, takes its name
from Article 15 of the 1975 Constitu-
tion which excludes radio, television
and other electronic media from the
liberal provisions protecting the free
press. The “33” claim that the article is
“unconstitutional” because it violates
basic rights guaranteed by the Euro-
pean Convention of Human Rights, to
which Greece is a signatory, as well as
to a similar U.N. declaration of free
access to information.
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by John C. Loulis

Greek peace movements

he recent Chernobyl disaster has

brought the existing four Greek
peace movements further into the pub-
lic’s attention. By their reactions, or
even their non-reactions, the Greek
peace movements have projected their
political-ideological “profile” which
also reflects to a great extent the status
of current Greek politics.

But what are these peace move-
ments and where do their political and
ideological affiliations lie?

KEADEA (Movement for National
Independence, International Peace and
Disarmament) is a pro-government
movement essentially under the total
party control of PASOK. Its president,
Mr Markopoulos, is a PASOK parlia-
mentarian and all of KEADEA’s ex-
ecutive committee members belong to
PASOK. The main function of
KEADEA is to provide a convenient
forum for the prime minister’s “peace
profile”, supporting and projecting his
various “peace initiatives”.

EEDYE (Greek Committee for In-
ternational Detente and Peace) is in
theory “independent” but in reality.
under the total control of the Greek
Communist Party (KKE). EEDYE
never criticizes the USSR and in effect
does its best to propagate whatever
“peace initiatives” emanate from the
Kremlin. -

KIPAEA (Movement for Multi-
lateral Disarmament, Freedom and
Security), though closer to the con-
servative New Democracy Party, is not
dominated by it. In effect the KIPAEA
executive committee, presided over by
ND Member of Parliament Andreas
Andrianopoulos, includes Democratic
Renewal members and also indepen-
dent libertarian intellectuals who are
quite critical of ND policies.

AKE (Independent Movement.for
Peace) also is not dominated by a single
party. Though it is closer to the KKE
Interior (i.e. the Eurocommunists), it
includes within its leadership various
influences from what is known as the
“innovative left”. Its president briefly
headed the governing board of ERT 1
and resigned following government in-
terventions in the networks.

The three leftist peace movements -

became very active when NATO
adopted its “dual track” position and
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decided to install in Europe the Cruise
and Pershing II missiles. This develop-
ment encouraged massive demonstra-
tions against their deployment, in many
cases organized by all three peace
movements.  Interestingly  enough
KEADEA, EEDYE abd AKE were
not demonstrating in 1977 when the
Soviets had already started to install
the SS20s, a development which had of
course preceded and in effect caused
the installation of the Cruise and Per-
shing II missiles.

This  blatantly  double-standard
approach was in effect the cause of the
formation of KIPAEA in 1984, which
openly accused the three leftist peace
movements of distinguishing between
“good” and “bad” missiles. KIPAEA
representatives pressed this accusation
unflinchingly in three TV debates with
representatives of the other peace
movements. Interestingly enough, the
appearance of KIPAEA did not only
succeed in challenging the left’s
monopoly of the concept of peace, but
also — together with other factors —
gradually forced the three leftist move-
ments to diversify more clearly be-
tween each other their positions.

Thus, gradually both KEADEA and
AKE started mentioning the SS20s,
with the' latter, at times, being even
critical of the USSR. KEADEA,, which
initially was openly pro-Soviet, toned
down its pro-Soviet bias, as PASOK
and Mr Papandreou started moving
away from anti-Westernism, though
the organization, at least at its lead-

ership level, has always been careful to .

appease the USSR. However, with
KIPAEA’s appearance a cosy alliance
between EEDYE, KEADEA and
AKE - with the former usually setting
the overall tone — became more and
more difficult.

This “alliance” becomes clear from
one noteworthy incident: following the
U.S. bases agreement there was a large
peace rally organized by the three lef-
tist peace movements, and EEDYE
succeeded in banning from the rally’s
common slogans any reference to the
SS20s, by “conceding” to KEADEA
that it would drop the slogans against
the presence of the U.S. bases. With
KEADEA having entered the “bar-
gain”, AKE, which insisted on men-

tioning the SS20s, was isolated and
forced to give in. Thus EEDYE suc-
ceeded in “shielding” the USSR from
any criticism.

But KIPAEA brought another in-
teresting dimension into the “peace de-
bate”, that of human rights, claiming
that freedom is the precondition for
peace. Totalitarian states therefore
represent the biggest threat to peace.
(“There can be no peace without free-
dom” is KIPAEA'’s main slogan). Fol-
lowing such an approach, KIPAEA has
been able to argue that EEDYE and
KEADEA above all are totally insensi-
tive to the violation of human rights
and to the use of violence by regimes,
at least within their own borders, if not
outside them.

Whenever peace conferences are
held in Greece, usually organized by
KEADEA with the close cooperation
of EEDYE, KIPAEA has also raised
the issue of repression of the true
“peaceniks” of the Eastern bloc, and
has also questioned why KEADEA
insists on inviting the official commun-
ist peace movements, which of course
hardly question the militaristic policies
of their countries’ regimes.
argument, interestingly enough, is
being gradually endorsed by AKE,
which is recently also speaking -
though hesitantly — on the linkage be-
tween peace and human rights.

Along these lines KIPAEA this year
organized an impressive international
conference on the plight of Afghanis-
tan, a case, as it argued, where one
witnesses both the violation of a coun-
try’s territorial integrity and its people’s
individual rights by a totalitarian in-
vader.

But let us now come to the Cher-
nobyl disaster, a case which served
to diversify even further the reactions
of the Greek peace movements, in-
dicating at the same time that the
EEDYE, KEADEA, AKE “block” is
dead and buried.

Thus AKE, together with various
leftist groups, organized a rally, criticiz-
ing the USSR’s handling of the disas-
ter. (Another rally was organized by
KIPAEA together with independent
environmentalists.) KEADEA chose
to remain utterly silent, claiming that it
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felt it had little to say on a “nuclear
accident”. This provoked the cutting
remark “that KEADEA obviously
feels that accidential radioactivity has
different effects than a non-accidential
one!” It’s hardly a surprise that
EEDYE in the end simply endorsed
the Soviet ambassador to Greece’s view
that Greeks are more threatened by
U.S. bases than by the Chenobyl
radioactivity. ’

All the above point to a series of
broader observations. Those peace
movements which have maintained
some independence from political par-
ties, like AKE and KIPAEA, have
been able, whatever their differing
ideologies, to respond to various events
without inhibitions and restraints that
party expediency might impose o
them. -

On the other hand, KEADEA abd
EEDYE have reacted to all events on
the basis of the respective expediency
imposed on them by PASOK and the
KKE. Urged by the governing party,
KEADEA has pursued a policy of not
offending the USSR at all costs, even to
the extent of remaining mute after the
Chernobyl disaster and the USSR’s
preposterous behavior. If anything, it is
in regards to the concept of “peace*
that PASOK still maintains some of its
worn-out leftist rhetoric, long aban-
doned in domestic affairs, and even in
relation to the EEC and NATO. On
the other hand, being under the control
of the KKE, EEDYE merely parrots
the Kremlin’s slogans.

The appearance of KIPAEA, as an
alternative voice to that of the left, has
forced a pronounced diversification
within the leftist peace movements.
Monopolies of any kind kill pluralism.
Consequently what has been needed
within the peace movement in Greece
is competition. This has caused a feel-
ing among open-minded leftists that
they come up with less dogmatic views
vis-a-vis open-minded rightists. It is
this, in effect, which has forced AKE to
adopt a new profile.

At a time when polarization is pre-
valent, of course, peace movements
like KIPAEA and AKE will have to
resist all sorts of pressures to preserve
their independent voices and maintain
their distance from the parties closer to
them. As for KEADEA, it will careful-
ly adapt to the government’s wishes
and EEDYE will keep on endorsing Mr
Gorbachev’s monthly “peace” propos-
als. As for the fragmented Greek peace
movement in general, it will continue

to reflect the pathology of Greek poli- - .

tical life.
El
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An open-minded communist

A talk with Leonidas Kyrkos, secretary general of
Greece’s ‘other’ communist party

by Richard C. Carpenter

eonidas M. Kyrkos was born in
LOctober 1924 at Heraklion,

Crete. Though he studied medi-
cine, he never obtained a diploma due to
repeated expulsions. While at college he
took part in the students’ movement of
the National Resistance, becoming a
secretary of the students’ Uniform Poli-
tical Organization of Youth (EPON).
In 1943, at age 19, he joined the Greek
Communist Party.

During Greece’s civil war (1946-49),
Kyrkos was arrested and condemned to
death. Though the sentence was later
commuted to life, he remained impris-
oned for 5 1/12 years. Following his
release by special pardon in 1953 he
engaged in journalism, serving as direc-
tor of the newspaper Avghi from 1958-
61.

In 1961, Kyrkos was first elected to
the Greek parliament on the ticket of a
short-lived leftist coalition known as the
Pan-Democratic Agrarian Front of
Greece (PAME). He later became an
administrative council member of the
United Democratic Left (EDA), which
then functioned as the legal expression
of leftist and outlawed communist
movements. In the 1963 and 1964 gener-
al elections, he was returned to parlia-
ment under the EDA banner.

During the military coup of 1967,
Kyrkos was among those apprehended
in the initial mass arrests. Though im-
prisoned for five years and later exiled,
he actively participated in clandestine
resistance against the dictatorship.

In early 1968, intensified internal dis-
putes split the Greek Communist Party
into two main camps: the pro-Soviet,
hard-line “exterior group” (KKE) and
the more moderate, Eurocommunist
“interior group” (KKE-Int). Rejecting
the rigid dogmatism espoused by the
KKE, Kyrkos aligned himself with
KKE-Int, which had closer historical
links with EDA.

With the first elections after the res-
toration of parliomentary democracy in
1974, Kyrkos was elected as an MP of
KKE-Int. He was re-elected in 1977
when he represented the party in a left-
wing electoral coalition known as the
Alliance of Progressive and Left Forces.

In 1981 he was elected as the KKE-
Int candidate to the European Parlia-
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ment. He was re-elected as a Euro-MP
in 1984, but resigned from that seat in
mid-January 1985 to become president
of KKE-Int and head the party’s slate
for the general elections of June 1985 —
runoffs that returned him to the Greek
parliament.

Since 1974, Kyrkos has served as a
member of the Central Committee and
Executive Office of KKE-Int. He was
elected secretary general of the party at
its fourth congress in May 1986. At that
congress, the party voted to dissolve
itself in 1987 and found a new political
organization under a new (but still un-
determined) name in an effort to attract
broader support.

He is known for an unparalleled ora-
torical style: witnessing Kyrkos at the
podium is to observe a skilled dramatist
blending charismatic sincerity and poli-
tical ideology with a verve often
approaching revival meeting evangel-
ism. And, to be sure, his talents are
admired and envied by his opponents:
More than a few right-wing politicians
privately remark that they wish Kyrkos
had changed sides long ago.

More important, however, is an asset
easily overlooked because of its conspi-
cuity: Kyrkos believes what he says and
says what he believes.

In the following interview with The
Athenian, Greece’s quintessential Euro-
communist discusses his interpretations
of “renovation communism”, some
views on the Greek political scene and

his vision of a rejuvenated and united

leftist movement in Greece.

Q: In recent years West European com-
munist parties have, in general, been on
the decline. But here in Greece there
still thrives not only your own party of
the Eurocommunist variant, the KKE-
Int, but also the pro-Soviet KKE, which
remains the larger of the two. How
would you account for the peculiarities
of this phenomenon?

A: As this is a complex phenomenon,
an in-depth examination would,
accordingly, require much more time
than we have at our disposal. Never-
theless, allow me to highlight some

important elements.

First, as Greece is one of the less
developed countries in Europe, social

antagonisms remain quite acute.
Second, “democracy” in this country
has been the interval between totalita-
rian systems — i.e. dictatorships, civil
war and so forth. Hence, what is known
as “civil society” had no time to ma-
ture. Third, the political culture, there-
fore, was one-sided — especially in that
leftist ideas were banned in one way or
another. Banning these leftist concepts
means not only that they were not put
to an open discussion, but also that
they tended to “attract” as being some-
thing not quite legal.

In addition, there was no socialist
background, since socialist ideas were
linked from the very first moment with
communist interpretations. Moreover,
there is the element that Greek society
has seen no real trend of anti-Soviet-
ism. On the contrary, there is a pro-
Russian sentiment because of historical
reasons — but here I’'m speaking mainly
of the subconscious aspect.

Now, there was a time when we all
worked together in what was then a
unified Communist Party. But when we
split in 1968, we (the KKE-Int) were
confronted with the question of legi-
timacy. Although it was not true, we
were accused of being responsible for
the schism. Therefore, the argument of
legitimacy worked for the others (the
KKE). '

We also proposed new concepts that
the leftist culture could not easily
accept. When we were united, we all
worked together to promote a culture
based on pro-Sovietism. But when we
turned and became critical of that, we
naturally came to a confrontation with
the very things we had supported up to
that point.

In working against the American
domination of Greece, we opposed its
policies. But to the subconscious of the
large masses, this meant that if we were
against one of the superpowers we
ought to be with the other. Therefore,
we continued to indirectly reproduce
this pro-Soviet sentiment in spite of our
criticisms of the Soviets.

There are, of course, other aspects
in addition to those of a political and
psychological character. The other
Communist Party had abundant means
- though I won’t speak of the sources —
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which we did not have. Thev received
unlimited political and moral support
from the Soviet Communist Party and
from all the communist parties that
were linked to the Soviet Union.

Our party maintained friendly but
neutral enough relations with some
other parties — either they wanted to
share in our opinions, or we shared
their own, or both — but they didn’t
want to break their relations with the
Soviet Union because of our case. This
meant we were completely alone, fight-
ing desperately for ourselves, strug-
gling to cultivate new ideas and to form
a new political conscience — all without
means or support. That’s why the other
Communist Party gained from the very
first moment.

Q: Elsewhere in Western Europe, the
decline of communist parties has doubt-
less been influenced by changes in the
economic and political climates. But
many analysts would argue that
perhaps the most significant changes
have occurred in the climate of opinion,
especially in terms of disenchantment
with Marxist-Leninist ideology. What
are your views on this intellectual disen-
chantment?

A: We must come to understand our
era in a different way. Marxist analysis
was based on the class struggle. We
accept that concept. After all, the class
struggle existed before Marx and con-
tinues to exist long after Marx. And it
wasn’t an original Marxist idea anyway,
for pre-Marxist thinkers had raised the
question.

The strategy of Lenin’s trend in
Marxism was based on the predomi-
nance of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat. This meant that power was
gained via an armed uprising of the
broad masses, and that power was kept
and maintained by exercising a proleta-
rian dictatorship in place of the
bourgeois dictatorship.

In this doctrinal framework, war was
inevitable because of the contradictions
between imperial powers. So through
this war, and changing this war to a civil
war, power would be seized by a mas-
sive uprising. And this was applied.
The theory gained proof that it was not
simply an abstract opinion in the Octo-
ber Revolution of 1917.

Admittedly, Lenin was a great
strategist and a great thinker, of
another time. But times have changed
since then. For today we are living in an
era of social, national, scientific and
technological revolutions. One of these
is a revolution in the means of warfare:
the revolution of nuclear weapons.

If we continue to reason with the
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terms of the inevitable war, waiting to
change the conflict in Europe to a civil
war, that means we would transfer our
level of hope to paradise or hell. Be-
cause after the new war each of us will
go to either paradise or hell, for there
will be no humanity.

But we prefer the .continuance of
humanity and to deal in present day
terms and realities. Therefore, as the
Leninist strategy concerning Europe
has no valid and objective conditions to
justify its existence, we must abandon
it.

We must accept that we live in a

world where, for the moment, there are

two superpowers, and that in the next
decades there will be three. As Helmut
Schmidt observed, there are presently
five or six major common markets, and
the problem is whether they can work
together in the framework of a global
economy. The time is long past when
one could speak and reason with the
understandings current in the early de-
cades of this century. That is why. we
want to reason as Marxists facing the
new problem in the terms of our time.

Q: But has this been accepted here yet
and begun to gain ground? Or do you
find a rigidity of mindset, a clinging to
past theories as static and ever-valid?
A: I’'m not sure the people have begun
to understand. I’'m really not sure. But
I am certain they will begin to under-
stand.

Still, I must observe here that many
of these ideas — which we were support-

ing years ago — are now gaining a far -

greater acceptance. They are being
accepted not only by other analysts but
by other parties as well. It has been a
process of gradual absorption, but
absorption nonetheless.

Q: Let’s turn to a persistent problem:

" the purported climate of anti-American

sentiment in Greece. What are your
views on this?

A: Well, I believe we should approach
the subject from a different angle —
namely, who nourishes this anti-Amer-
icanism? Sorhe would automatically say
it is the communists. That’s stupid. T
would say it is the Americans. That’s
correct. But to understand why you
must analyze it.

Consider this: My father was pro-
American and my cultural upbringing
was completely open. In fact, one of

~ my heroes was Abraham Lincoln. Not

only do I have two biographies of Lin-
coln in my library, but I continue to
speak in his name at my communist
rallies. How? I use his famous phrase
“a government of the people, by the
people, for the people.” For this sums
up a sentiment I hold dear. Never-
theless, T became what some would
term anti-American.

Why? Because during the Greek
civil war we fought against the Amer-

ican General James Van Fleet (under :

whose command American advisors
assisted the National Army in combat-
ting the communist guerrilla forces).
Then there came the famous Truman
Doctrine. Harry Truman may be a
great figure for the Americans, but for
Greece Truman gave the worst possible
image of what was called at the time
“the American humanitarian and
idealistic approach” to the problems.

It is very clear that up to a certain
moment the official policy of the Un-
ited States did not cover Churchill’s
policy towards Greece. It was a terrible
mistake that American policy became
committed to the remnants of British
policy in Greece. Since then, the Un-
ited States has made one mistake after
another.

Not so very long ago, our own prime
minister, Andreas Papandreou, who
once had American citizenship, gave a
graphic example of what American
domination in Greece meant. When his
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father was minister of coordination his
signature had no value unless counter-
signed by an American official.

Then came the terrible things of the
military junta and the tragedy in Cyp-
rus. It is here that one can discover the
roots of this anti-Americanism.

The Americans must question
whether they prefer to have their milit-
ary bases on hostile ground or to have a
friendly people without the bases.
That’s one side of the question. To the
other side, we hear the argument that
as there are spheres of influence in

Greece, the United States, being one of

the two superpowers, is obliged to ex-
ercise a certain policy. Right. That’s for
them. But for me, as a Greek, there is
another viewpoint, another perspec-
tive. And for our people, we will see
things from our own viewpoint.

But what is this viewpoint? To get
rid of the Americans? How? Well, you
must understand that when I say here
“the Americans” I mean American
policy vis-a-vis Greece. That’s very
clear. Because with the people we have
extremely friendly relations. One can
observe how friendly the Greeks are
with the Americans just by walking
around in the streets of Athens. The
American citizens, yes. But not the
American policy.

And I come once again to my ques-
tion: Who is nourishing this climate of
anti-Americanism in Greece? You
must think about it.

We (the KKE-Int) don’t share in it
because we know that we must deal
with a superpower and we must be very
careful. Once, while in Crete, I put it
this way: Be careful, for the U.S. milit-
ary bases are not like herbs that can be
easily plucked from the ground. The
United States attaches a great import-
ance to the bases. So, if we want to get
rid of the bases, we must convince the
Americans that the loss they incur by
continuing to have the bases implanted
in Greece is far greater than the cost of
the bases. No one paid heed then. No
one. But now we’ll see, because in the
next months the subject of the bases
will be raised again.

Q: On the domestic political scene, how
would you evaluate the Papandreou
administration so far?

A: Generally speaking, our stand is
negative with regard to the results of
Papandreou’s governing. After all,
what has been the striking characteris-
tic of this government? A tremendous
gap between words and deeds. He
promised everything to everybody,
although it was impossible to keep all
those promises. It’s like Hans Christian
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Andersen’s famous fairy tale, The
Emperor’s New Clothes. All of the
courtiers and ministers were busying
themselves by feigning admiration for
the emperor’s new clothes. But there
were no new clothes and he was com-
pletely naked. And here it’s exactly the
same today: the emperor is naked.

Still, let’s not be overly severe in our
criticisms. They tried to do something.
In the first years of this government,
the political climate changed. But the
best of the results were weak. An end
was brought to the residual climatic
effects of the civil war through the
recognition of the National Resistance.
To be honest, this had started in the
second period of the Karamanlis gov-
ernment. But Papandreou. completed
it.

When George Rallis was prime
minister, I once asked him why he
didn’t recognize the National Resist-
ance. It would have been quite signifi-
cant if he had, and truly symbolic — not
simply as a gesture, but also because of
who his father was. Rallis is an honest
man, a conservative, but honest — and
he told me frankly, “I would like to do
it. But can you imagine what my sup-
porters would then do against me?” He
didn’t dare.

By officially recognizing the Nation-
al Resistance, Andreas brought an end
to institutionalized bitterness that ling-
ered from the civil war period. By
abolishing laws that remained from that
period. the last remnants of the police
state disappeared. It was good, but it

Who nourishes
anti- Americanism?
| say it's the Americans

was not enough.

I think the Papandreou govern-
ment’s biggest faults are in the realm of
what we call new relations between
state and citizen — a major chapter of
which is the enlargement of civil liber-
ties, and primarily the right to be in-
formed.

In this sense, if we speak of the
policy on the mass media, it is a con-
tinuation of past policy. Not that no-
thing has changed. No. But what causes
great concern is the government’s abso-
lute propaganda, wherein mass media
access is denied to the other political
parties and social organizations. This
one-sidedness in the mass media means
the citizen is misinformed, disin-

- formed. It’s a manner of brainwashing

by persistent indoctrination. To then
ask, “Why doesn’t the government

allow this access?”, well, that’s a big
question. You see, to do otherwise
requires democratic methodology, and
they are against that. They speak fre-
quently about democratization, but
they prefer the citizen to remain in the
corner. That’s why we accuse them for
this lack of democratization. The cen-
tral point of this is citizen participation.
And without this, nothing can be done
in an underdeveloped or less-de-
veloped country such as ours.

The problem isn’t the same, say, in
the United States. There, if you don’t
want to listen to Reagan you can
choose from numerous other channels
offering privately owned and operated,
or even network broadcasting. Here it’s
a two-channel state monopoly.

Q: Have the opposition parties per-
formed well in providing a political
spectrum? For example, do you believe
their credibility ratings have improved
in the average citizen’s view?

A: Concerning the New Democracy
Party ... well, it has its own set of
problems. For one thing, whether they
like it or not, they have a major diffi-
culty in terms of leadership credibility.
Thus, factional fights and centrifugal
movements have resulted.: All of this
deprives them of the public’s belief that
they can really accomplish something.
In the political battles waged near the
last decade of our century, they still
fight with weapons and tactics from the
preceding century. They have no new
ideas, no new approaches to the prob-
lems of our time. Certainly, it’s nice
that each one of them has a personal
computer. But can that personal com-
puter generate new ideas? And their
leading, dominant class is occupied
with ensuring the maintenance of its
own privileged status. They cannot pro-
duce any new ideas, and in fact they
reject all those who could truly lead
that party forward instead of continual-
ly backwards.

Then there’s Costas Stephanopoulos
and his Democratic Renewal Party.
He’s an honest man. That’s unques-
tionable. He is the personification if
not the incarnation of those qualities
demanded in a bourgeois conservative
leader. He’s a good father and a fine,
upstanding, church-going family man.
He rejects the rhetoric of sloganeering
and the violence of harsh attacks that
are so common in our time. He never
mingles personal problems with his cri-
ticisms of other parties. But despite all
of these positive things, or perhaps
precisely because of them, I don’t think
he will succeed. Why? Because the
average Greek voter wants, first, some-
thing for which he can become fanatic-
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al. It’s a very complex matter, but as we
are a Mediterranean people — just as
ready to shout “long live” as “down
with” — we tend to be just as fanatical
about politics as we are about football.
And I just don’t think he can stimulate
that need.

Concerning the other opposition
parties, there are principally two. That
is, the two Communist Parties. One of
them (the KKE)is well-organized,
highly disciplined, but not well-adapted
to the needs of our society or our time.
It appears as though it belongs to a
bygone epoch. Nevertheless, it is deep-
ly rooted among the working people
and has an effective apparatus at the
professional level. So it plays an impor-
tant role. And because of its high level
of discipline, it can change its attitudin-
al stances from one moment to the next
without losing the essential contacts
with public opinion. Indeed, it can cre-
ate and shape public opinion to a cer-
tain extent. But this corresponds to
roughly 10 percent of the electorate,
not more.

On the other hand, there is this
peculiar and strange Communist Party
(the KKE-Int) that wants to open eyes
to the new times, the new epoch, the

hew horizons. It speaks a strange lan-

guage, far from big words and prefer-
ring analysis to simple-minded slo-
ganeering; convincing with solid argu-
mentation and gaining, by its dedica-
tion to democracy and honesty, the
hearts and minds of the people, but not
their votes. That’s the problem. But
when these two shall one day meet,
then a major political force will be
created. Since I’ve been an optimist all
my life, I believe that moment will
come to pass. Perhaps it is so near that
we cannot see it clearly. But I believe it
will happen.

Q: Let’s talk about your new party.
Why, for instance, are you promoting
its formation and the dissolution of your
Communist Party? Is it really so very
different, or is this simply a cosmetic
name-change?

A: This is not a simple matter of ideal-
ism. Nor is it just being opportunistic.
We aren’t mere opportunists. Let’s
speak instead about realism.

Do you know how the term “com-
munist party” was born? Well, without
getting into a rather tedious retelling of
the Bolshevik-Menshevik differences,
let’s say that Lenin was the leader of
the left-wing of Russian social demo-
cracy, and that communist parties were
born with the 1917 October Revolution
and with
(generally known as Comintern found-
ed by Lenin in an attempt to gain the
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the Third International

leadership of world socialism, following
his seizure of power in 1919). But does
the October Revolution exist today?
No. And does this Third International
still exist? No. The children of the
Third International exist and are in
communist parties.

But we are not the children of the
Third International. And there is a new
face for the modern working class
movement. That’s why we want to
change the name without changing our
analyses, our views — analyses and
views which are looking forward, not
backwards. For us this means looking
to the new technologies; looking after
ecological problems; looking at the
theory of the inevitability of war and
understanding that it has no valid exist-
ence since in practice it means nuclear
holocaust; looking forward to new in-
ternational relations; working for
European unity and an autonomous
Europe; working against both NATO
and the Warsaw Pact as military blocs
and criticizing them both. That is what
modern communism means.

Q: In your view, then, what differenti-
ates a modern communist from, say, a
modern socialist or a modern social
democrat? And how does this all relate
to your new political organization?

A: In short, my answer is that the
modern communist believes what he
says. When they are together in the
opposition, the socialists, the .social
democrats and the communists speak
nearly the same language. But, as his-
tory has shown us, when the socialists

| am a real democrat.
That's why | am
against the other
Communist Party

or the social democrats are in power
they tend to do nearly the same things
as the previous conservative forces
have done. But with modern com-
munists. things will change.

We propose another political organi-
zation, founded on the firm belief that
state power ought to move to the
source of its control, the source from
which that power is given. We are
giving an absolute priority to civil liber-
ties and individual rights, the chief of
which is the right to information. As
the slogan says, “a responsible citizen is
an informed citizen,” and we want our
citizens to be responsible.

We don’t play upon the people’s
sentiments. That’s why we clearly
oppose all of the “down with this” and

" “long live that” mentality. We are

against these  oversimplifications.

Whether it’s “in Europe” or “out of
Europe” we're against it. We prefer the
analysis instead. Of course, the end
product of the analysis may be a slogan.
Fine. But before the slogan must come
the analysis. This avoids the common
trap of sloganeering sheerly for the
manipulation of sentiments.

Q: In closing, we have been given to
understand that there was much debate
over whether or not to include the term
“communist” in the new party’s title,
and that you proposed to eliminate it.
After more than four decades of politic-
al struggles as a communist, was this
not a difficult personal decision? And
does it not contradict, at least some-
what, your beliefs?

A: Correct, I proposed not to include
it. Because, as I explained, the term
“communist party” is linked to a cer-
tain period of our century, a period that
has ended.

Communism as an ideology is part of
the general Marxist trend, having his-
torical roots in the Marxist-Leninist
theoretical leviathan. But we need also
to take into account the split with the
socialists. For we want to unite both
trends of the working people’s move-
ment — to reunite them as they were
united before that great split.

So you see, for us, when we speak of
“communism” we at the same time
speak of “socialism”. Perhaps one day
we will hit upon a new term. “Social-
communists”, let’s say.

Nevertheless, I am a communist and
I will remain a communist. That is my
culture, my tradition. I don’t want to
say false things. Nor do I wish to create
any untrue impressions. I am and I will
continue to be an open-minded com-
munist. But I must add that one of the
essential qualities of today’s open-
minded communists is to express the
feeling and the necessity of uniting
those forces that originate from diffe-
rent sources and which work together
toward shared goals.

Because [ am an open-minded com-
munist, I respect those individuals who
consider themselves, or believe them-
selves to be socialists. Likewise, I re-
spect those who consider themselves to
be progressives — that is, abstractly
progressive.

What I'm interested in is uniting
these forces. After all, our country is
small. We have all suffered terribly
from past internal conflicts. And we
certainly have greater problems to sol-
ve, rather than just fighting among
ourselves. Therefore, if we can meet,
then so much the better. If we cannot
meet, at least let us try. And if we fail.
so much the worse. m]
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Angheliki Hadjimichali

The Center of Popular Art and Tradition, a museum
located in her former home in Plaka, honors the
passionate and tenacious career of the first and most
prominent woman folklorist of modern Greece

by Katerina Agrafioti
“I was born and grew up in

Plaka,”  Angheliki  Had-

jimichali ~ wrote in  her
memoirs, “at a time when its houses
had paved courtyards with climbing
vines, built-in benches and flowers
blooming in ceramic pots. Inside, my
father’s house was full of books, manu-
scripts, embroideries and Byzantine
icons which hung on the walls up to the
ceiling.”

It was a happy childhood, and the
atmosphere, with its collections of pre-
cious objects surrounding her youth,
played an important part in her later
career as Greece’s first and foremost
woman in the field of folklore.

Hadjimichali was born in 1895. Her
father, Alexios Kolyvas, was a profes-
sor from the island of Zanthe. Many of
the icons he collected are found today
in the Byzantine Museum. Her mater-
nal grandfather, Grigoris Bournias, a

numismatist from Skyros, acquired a
fine collection of coins. This cultural
atmosphere attracted many prominent
members of Athenian society, and
Hadjimichali might have become
absorbed in dances and other social
events had these surroundings of her
youth not aroused a deep and lasting
love for Greece and its heritage, which
had survived and continued to live in its
folklore.

In the first decades of this century,
the arts did not flourish in Athens.
Native work was scorned and anything
foreign was admired and imitated. Fur-
nishings were belle epoque velvets and
satins, imported crystal clutter aud the
fine arts languished, and painting in
particular declined under the stultifying
influence of “the School of Munich.”
The great paintings of the 19th century
naif — Panayiotis Zographos, for exam-
ple — were still considered merely
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Bust of Hadjimichali in a garden at the Center
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quaint, and though the tradition of
demotic poetry flourished, in prose the
battle between the artificial and ver-
nacular languages was still being
fought.

Even the memoirs of the revolution-
ary hero Makriyiannis, so admired and
influential later, met with little interest
at first among literary circles when
finally published in 1907. Yet during
these culturally dry years, Hadjimichali
discovered, little by little, a living world
of folk art, which has since become a
central thread in the fabric of modern
Greek cultural experience.

“I started and advanced without any
special education,” she wrote, “but
with a passion and an unshakable faith
in modern, post-Byzantine Greece with
which I had fallen in love, easily and
naturally, without ever being aware of
it, from the time that I was a very little
girl.” :

Today, her daughter Ersie, sur-
rounded by precious memorabilia, lives
in a small flat on the ground floor just
under the museum bearing her
mother’s name. “She was a great
beauty,” Ersie recalls. “Our neighbors
here in Plaka called her .F15divina and
said that she stood out on Sunday mass
like an archangel.”

Yet beneath an other-worldly and
feminine appearance, Hadjimichali
concealed an iron will and, more im-

~ portantly, a pure artistic instinct. She

alone, among her contemporaries,
“heard” the unknown or rejected
voices of popular artisans, and recog-
nized in Greek peasant creations a con-
tinuity of the Byzantine spirit during
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the bitter centuries of Ottoman
domination.

She was the first to discover the true
value of folk art, to promote it and
introduce a “return to the roots” move-
ment.

This instinct was given a powerful
impetus when she met the architect and
city planner Aristotelis Zahos. Born in
Macedonia, Zahos studied and prac-
ticed in Germany for seven years. Feel-
ing deeply Greek, however, and stirred
by a feeling of nationalism then sweep-
ing the southern Balkans, he returned
to his native land at the beginning of
the century and began a long search for
his cultural origins. Through the study
of popular architecture during his many
years of travel, he concluded that the
only truly authentic Greek contempor-
ary architecture must be based on
Byzantine tradition. After the Balkan
Wars, he was commissioned to create
urban plans for Macedonian towns and,
following the destructive fire which
swept through Thessaloniki in 1917, he
undertook the restoration of many
buildings and churches. More than any-
one else, Zahos was responsible for the
Byzantine aspect which remains such a
distinctive feature of Thessaloniki to-
day. His search for traditional roots,
however, did not stop with Byzantine
origins; he argued that elements of
popular domestic architecture could be
traced back to the houses of ancient
Delos.

Directly opposite her family’s home,
at number 6 on the street which today
bears her name, is the house which
Zahos designed for Hadjimichali. Un-
fortunately, it is the only surviving ex-
ample of his domestic work. Several
years ago, this unique example of
Byzantine-Macedonian  architecture
became the Angheliki Hadjimichali
Center of Popular Art and Tradition.
Although the house is built with the
solidity of a fortress, and its facade
does not once repeat a single decora-
tive design, its architectural elements
create a harmony both inside and out,
conveying an appearance of lightness.

To the left of the main entry is a
marble plaque bearing the inscription:
“Here lived, worked and died our great
folklorist, Angheliki Hadjimichali.”

The interior, in a mixture of popular
styles, was large, decorated by Had-
jimichali, who herself painted the win-
dows of Skyriot design throughout the
house. The folk art of Skyros — one of
her specialties, which she did so much
to promote and popularize — is found
everywhere, in furniture, chests and
engraved wooden panels. There are
also woven pieces from Metsovo, uten-
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sils from the Aegean islands and Sara-
katsani work — another art on which she
was an authority — is exemplified in an
outstanding carved distaff topped with
female heads standing in the main re-
ception room. Many of the remarkable
wood engravings are by the famous folk
artist Thomopoulos. The fireplaces are
framed with magnificent Kutahya tiles
from Asia Minor which Zahos used
extensively in his designs, both in ex-
teriors and interiors. Again and again
the motif of the double-headed eagle is
represented: the symbol of the house’s
genius loci, the spirit of Byzantium.
In 1925 Hadjimichali published her
first book: Greek Popular Art— Skyros,
dedicated to her maternal grandfather
who was born there. The publication
caused a sensation, eliciting the com-
ment, “It comes like an apocalypse,
igniting the dry, imitative atmosphere
of upper bourgeois society.” For the
first time it was recognized that Greek
popular art was something not to be

. scorned or ashamed of. Four years

later, her second book appeared: Mod-
els of Greek Decoration; and the fol-

Hadjimichali’s former Plaka home, now a folklore center

lowing year a third: Roumoulki, Trik-
keri and Ikaria, three little known re-
gions of very distinctive folk art in
Macedonia, lower Pelion and the cen-
tral Aegean. In all, she wrote over 100
books and monographs, each illus-
trated solely by herself. In the 1930s the
two most comprehensive encyclopedias
in Greek, published by Helios and
Eleftherodakis, included many entries
and articles on folklore and tradition by
Hadjimichali.

aving already won fame with her

book on Skyros, it was natural
that Eva Palmer, the American-born
wife of poet Angelos Sikelianos and
herself a noted weaver, should
approach Hadjimichali to organize all
handicrafts exhibits at the First Delphic
Festival in 1927. This first revival of the
Delphic Idea since antiquity was dedi-
cated to pursuit of international peace
built on spiritual principles. The village
streets of Delphi were transformed into
pavilions exhibiting folk art from all
over Greece. But because the artisans
were totally ignorant of the commercial
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Top and bottom: The interior of the folklore .

center. Hadjimichali planned much of the
decorations herself.
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potential of their work, the organizers
of the festival had to buy all works on
display beforehand.

The success of the festival became
legendary before it was over, and when
the second festival took place in 1930,
the folk. art exhibitions no longer
needed to be subsidized: the handicraft
industry of modern Greece had been
born.

Hadjimichali continued organizing
exhibits throughout the country and
abroad. In 1937 she founded the Asso-
ciation of Greek Handicrafts, which
has evolved into today’s National Orga-
nization of Greek Arts and Crafts. Af-
ter the war, she also established seven
schools in different regions of the coun-
try where young women could attend
classes in popular and applied arts and
handicrafts.

Yet Hadjimichali’s fame and succes-
ses must not be allowed to conceal the
hardships she endured throughout her
life, the obstacles which could only be
overcome by her steely determination.
To recreate the living cores of regional,
traditional cultures which she so meti-
culously studied and recorded, she
travelled in areas which, esepcially in
those days, were remote and primitive,
filled at first with suspicion and hosti-
lity, and, for a woman, dangerous and
demeaning. In 1927 she travelled in the
lesser Dodecanese, then held by Italy,
without passport, in secret. In Ikaria,
and in many regions of the north, she
endured a subsistence life, a diet of
bread, alone among strangers.

The single most important research
of her career was done on the Sarakat-
sani. This transhumant society, settled
from earliest times in the Pindus Moun-
tains — and which still exists today in
restricted areas — bred and reared their
sheep and cattle in many parts of Epir-
us, Macedonia and Thrace. The rich-
ness of its traditional culture in dress
and custom became the source, and
passion, of her most creative work.
Ersie Hadjimichali recalls vividly the
awakening of this interest that
absorbed her mother for so many de-
cades.

“I remember it was 1925 and the
beginning of summer. My mother and
father, my brother and I, were driving
up to the spa of Ypatiin central Greece
on holiday. Suddenly, while on the
road, my mother cried, ‘Stop, Platon!
Here come some Sarakatsani! Leave
me here and come back later.” When he
returned, he found my mother with
hair dishevelled and clothing torn. She
explained that the Sarakatsani had
harassed her at first, imagining that her
husband had thrown her out of the car

and that she must be therefore an in-
considerate wife. But she made peace
with them and was able to collect in-
formation which fascinated her. She
was exhausted but exhilarated.”

This incident was the beginning of a
quest for the Sarakatsani which led her
over the course of a third of a century
to their scattered mountain settle-
ments. It was only in 1959 that the first
volume of her monumental work was at
last published. In the preface to his
well-known study on the Sarakatsani,
Honor, Family and Patronage (1964),
British anthropologist J.K. Campbell
acknowledged his debt to this “fullest
possible account of Sarakatsani folk-
lore and material culture.”

adjimichali’s inability to pub-

lish the remainder of the work

was a source of keen disappointment,

and 20 years after death the manu-

scripts of the last two volumes, turned

yellow with age, remain — still unpub-

lished — ‘in the possession of her
daughter.

During the German occupation, se-

vere privations did not prevent Had-

jimichali from accomplishing feats of |
resistance, although she had difficulty .

feeding her family. In the post-war
years economic problems continued to
dog her. For many years after her death
her house remained desolate since the
financial burden of its upkeep was too
great for her children to sustain. Yet
Ersie, and her recently deceased
brother Nikos, refused to give it up to
real estate agents for demolition. At
last they offered it to the municipality
of Athens, and with the enlightened
initiative of Mayor Dimitris Beis, the
house in 1980 was inaugurated as the
Angheliki Hadjimichali Center of Folk
Art and Tradition.

Today the house is a research and
study center for the conservation and
creative development of cultural tradi-
tion. This is partly achieved through
lessons presented free of charge in lace,
embroidery, weaving, etc. The courses
last about four months and are offered
twice a year. There is also a permanent
exhibition of handicrafts donated by
the Greek Society of Folklore and Re-
search. A current exhibition of wood-
carving will continue until November.

The center is dedicated to the noble
aim which Angheliki Hadjimichali her-
self has best expressed: “By studying
the characteristics of our popular art,
we will get to know ourselves and our
country. In this way we will formulate a

~new Greek art which will help to create

our civilization and from which will
emerge the real powers of our nation.”o
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TASIS HELLENIC
International School

a branch of the American School in Switzerland

is a part of a proud tradition

For over 30 years TASIS Schools
have been the recognized leaders in international education.
This reputation for excellence is founded on:
1) A qualified faculty, small class size (faculty/student ratio 1:9),
and firm discipline.

2) A Kindergarten through 12th grade program which includes:
American College Preparatory and Advanced Placement,

British G.C.E., English as a Foreign Language, and Computer Literacy,
as well as Post Graduate Year for “A” Level preparation.

3) A highly successful College and University placement record for U.S.,
Canadian and British Universities.

4) Unique opportunities for travel and extra-curricular activities afforded
by campuses in England, Switzerland, Cyprus and France.

5) A wide range of athletic activities, both in class and after school.

6) Recognized by DoDDS - the largest world-wide network

of American schools.

Elementary school in Vrilissia
‘High school in Kefalari-Kifissia

For information concerning tuition and programs,
please call: Director of Admissions, 8081-426 or write:
TASIS HELLENIC International School, P.0. Box 51025, Kifissia 145 10, Greece

TASIS HELLENIC:
Athens’ only international school
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The Koutouki cave

Underground fantasy kingdoms

By Susan Zannos

ature seems to have run amok in
NGreece, and simply could not

stop creating beauty. As if the
mountains and islands, brilliant waters
and curving beaches, and wild flowers
growing from every crevice in the rocks
were not enough, even under the earth
she went on forming, shaping and color-
ing designs of astonishing beauty.

Greece has more caves than any other
country. Most of them are the type cal-
led karst: caves formed by water ero-
sion. Eons upon eons of water erosion
are followed by the build-up of calcium
carbonate deposits into stalactites and
stalagmites. When even a drop of
rainwater runs through fissures on the
surface, parts of soluble rocks dissolve.
The water drop clings to the ceiling of
the cave until forced by the next drop to
fall to the cavern floor. A small deposit
of calcium remains at both top and bot-
tom. The build-up of these deposits over
millenia form the stalactites (from the
top) and stalagmites (from the bottom)
which sometimes join in the center to
form columns.

Speleology, the scientific discipline
devoted to the study of caves, is a re-
latively new science, only 150 years old.
In the middle of the last century, foreign
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scientists were the first to explore Greek
caves. In 1950 the Hellenic Speleological
Society was formed by John and Anna
Petrocheilos, with the systematic ex-
ploration and study of Greek caves as its
objective. By 1980 over 700 karst forma-
tions located all over Greece had been
listed by members. Several thousand of
these caves have been explored, mapped
and studied; many are now open to
visitors.

One of the world’s most spectacularly
beautiful littoral caves (caves formed by
underground rivers) is at the head of
Diros Bay in Mani. Getting there is part
of the fun, since this is not an easily
accessible location. I would recommend
Gytheion on the northern tip of the
Laconian Gulf as a delightful place to
stay — it has a picturesque waterfront,
good hotels and restaurants to fit any
budget, and camping facilities. Further
down into Mani there are very few
places prepared to receive visitors.

There is good bus service from Sparta
to Gytheion, and a bus leaves Gytheion
every morning about 10 to go to the
cave. Of course you can drive if you
wish, but the mountain roads south of
Sparta have crossed over the line be-
tween transport and blood sport (I pre-

fer something a little less thrilling — bow
and arrow tiger hunting perhaps, or
spear fishing for sharks). But however
you get there — ferry service from

‘Piraeus to Gytheion is another possibil-

ity — your trip through the cave will take
you into another world entirely.

For convenience, an artificial entr-
ance to the cave has been constructed
west of the natural entrance. Close to
the stairway into the first chamber is the
landing stage where boats with guides
wait to take the visitor on a dream-like
journey into the underworld. Well over
a mile of meandering waterways have
been designated for the tourist circuit,
which is only a small part of the entire
extent of this cave. At places the space
through which the boats pass is so small
the passengers must crouch low, and
both sides of the boat rub against the
cavern walls. At other places the cave
opens out into vast underground cathed-
rals, with mysterious corridors and pas-
sageways leading off in various direc-
tions.

The varied colors of the virtually infi-
nite variety of formations are caused by
the mineral content of the soils, through
which the rain water percolates. Iron
oxide creates beautiful blood red pat-
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terns against the milky white of the
- calcium or pale green of oxidized cop-
per. There are nearly transparent cur-
tain-like formations, forms rising from
the water like the masts and spars of
sunken ships, fantastic chandeliers hang-
ing from the ceilings. The wealth of
magnificent decoration seems inex-
haustible — nature’s vast, slow, orgiastic
excess of creativity defies description.

About half a mile from the cave exit,
the visitor leaves the boat to proceed
along a foot path wandering through the
remaining caverns. A tunnel leading to
the sea shore has been opened from one
of the largest chambers, and a short road
along the shoreline leads back to the
entrance.

While many of the caves of Greece
are, like Diros, in fairly wild and inac-
cessible locations, the Koutouki cave,
one of the country’s major caves, is
within a half-hour’s ride on a city bus
from the center of Athens. The 310 bus
to Paiania, which begins its run near the
Acropolis, goes out Mesogeion Avenue
and around the north end of Mount
Hymettos. There it turns south until it
reaches the square in Paiania, a clean
and charming town with winding streets,
old stone walls and lots of lemon trees.

The road to the cave, which is only
four kilometres from the square, is well
marked with signs. There are taxis wait-
ing for those who prefer to ride up the
mountain, but it is a pleasant hike.
Those who travel by foot are rewarded,
as the road switchbacks up-toward the
cave, with an incredible view.

he Mesogeion — Middle Earth —

looks like Tolkein’s benign kingdom
of Hobbits and wizards as it stretches off
into hazy distance. It is a patchwork of
fertile farmland with tufts of olive trees
in tidy rows, vineyards and bean fields
stitched together by roads and patterned
with dark needles of Cyprus groves. But
it is inside the Koutouki cave that the
true fantasy kingdom exists. Caverns
and grottoes, magic chambers and en-
chanted forests of weirdly beautiful but
unearthly forms might be the entrance to
the land of Tokein’s Mordor. If Frodo
lives, he must surely live here.

This cave was discovered in 1926
when a goat grazing on the eastern slope
of Mount Hymettos fell through a small
crevice — the cave’s only natural entr-
ance. It is an abyss cave, and the entry
shaft is over 100 metres deep. The man
who went after the goat found it dead,
but returned with wonders to tell. The
cave was explored, measured and map-

pedin 1963 by Anna Petrocheilou, presi-

dent of the Hellenic Speleological
Society.
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Hymettos differs from the other
mountains surrounding Athens not only
in the curious lavendar haze with which
it glows in the setting sun, but also
because of its many chasms, 78 in all.
The technical term for such mountains is
“hollow,” which seems accurate enough.
Within these chasms a strange and
wonderful ancient world has formed. It
takes about 100 years for a stalactite to
grow one centimetre — the Koutouki
cave is estimated to be over two million
years old.

An artificial entrance and corridor
have been constructed for the conveni-
ence of visitors (who certainly would not
care to get in the way the goat did).
Beginning at 10 a.m., the entrance is
opened every half hour, and a tour is
given to visitors accumulated at the mod-
ern structure, which includes a snackbar
and ticket booth, where the admission
price of 110 drachmas is collected. The
guide is a young lady who will repeat her
remarks in excellent English for those
who do not understand Greek.

Although the end of the man-made
tunnel into the cave opens onto a single
enormous cavern 60 x 60 metres, the
ornate and fantastic forms divide the

The entrance to Koutouki

cave into an underground palace. There
are halls lined with polychromatic col-
umns, and motionless ripples of calcium
curtains define chambers named for the
odd shapes they contain. Just as familiar
forms appear in clouds, so do they seem
sculpted in this underworld gallery.
There is, for instance, a “Chamber of the
Olympic Torch,” and a “Chamber of the
Rhinocerous.” Frozen waterfalls cascade
motionlessly down the walls while enor-
mous organ pipes play unheard music.

The well-constructed paths and stair-
ways lead deep, deep into the back of
the cavern, where huge columns guard

the entrance to the chamber of the ori-
ginal entrance. It can barely be seen far
above as a small smudge of daylight
leaking through rocks.

On the way back, the path leads to the
“Central Square,” where there is a
panoramic view of all the chambers.
Here the guide pauses, and all the con-
cealed lights which have illuminated the
cave are turned off. In the heavy dark-
ness one senses the weight of the moun-
tain above. After a few minutes of thick
blackness, a subtly modulated light show
simulates dawn and sunrise, bright mid- -
day sun, then sunset and moonlight. The
tour ends and the visitors return to the
more familiar reality of Middle Earth.

It is safe to say that wherever you
travel in Greece, you will be near a cave.
The Ionian and Aegean islands have
hundreds of caves, many of them with
evidence of early human occupancy back
to 5,000 years ago, and some which were
used during the first centuries of the
Christian church as places of worship,
or, like the Catacombs of Milos, places
of burial. Many of the caves of Crete
were regarded as cult places by the Mi-
noans. The caves of northern Greece,
such as the lake caves of Prespa on the

were

border,
sometimes used as hermitages by ancho-
rites during the Byzantine period, and in
Chalkidike near the village of Petrolona
a cave was found containing the remains

Albanian-Yugoslavian

of prehistoric animals which lived
600,000 years ago, and the skull of a
Neanderthal man of 240,000 years ago.

No visitor to Greece should slight this
third kingdom. Once one begins to ex-
plore the underground world, it seems
quite equitable that the land, the sea and
the underworld were considered do-
mains of comparable splendors. The god
Hades did not get such a bad deal. B
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Unmuffling Greek tragedy

Director Minos Volanakis has formed a theatrical company
that performs the classics, on alternating nights, in two languages

by Nigel Lowry

his month a craggy dis-
used quarry at Pet-
roupoli in  north

Athens stages the first sight
of a project which is unique
in Greek drama. The quarry
is one of several such sites
around the country which
since 1980 have been con-
verted into open-air theatres
by an organization called
Yortes ton Vrahon (The
Stones and Rocks Festival),
headed by well-known
theatre director Minos Vola-
nakis. From August 15 till the
end of September the group

the choice of seeing the play
in Greek or in their own lan-
| guage and get nearer the ex-
perience of the original audi-
ence.

Also, there’s been some-
thing lacking in the organiza-
tion of tourism in this coun-
try. I think the kind of tour-
ism where people just pack
the beaches and roam over
the monuments has been ex-
tremely harmful to Greece,
as it has other countries.
Whatever spiritual values
Greece has to offer they are
not the same as romantic
ideas about ruins. Even if it’s

plans to alternate Volanakis’
production of Euripides’
Medea there with an English version of
the tragedy using the same sets, music
and cast — except for the main roles of
Jason and Medea, which will be played
by guest stars from abroad.

The director’s production of Medea
is not new. He mounted it in Athens 10
years ago starring Melina Mercouri,
again last year with Jeni Karezi and it
has already opened this year with two
nights at the renowned Epidaurus Fes-
tival in July. He has even directed the
English text on Broadway with Irene
Pappas in the title role.

But the formation of a dual-lan-
guage company to mount productions
in English and Greek is without prece-
dent. Despite the disbelief of many
theatre people who know of the
scheme, Volanakis insists he is going
ahead and already three plays have
been chosen for a May-September sea-
son next year, with plans to tour and
shoot the performances on video also
well-advanced. v

Winters are to be mainly devoted to
training, with seminars on acting and
language, as last winter was for some 30
Greek performers who have formed
the core of the new company. The aim
is for English-speaking visitors and resi-
dents in Greece to experience for the
first time the masterpieces of ancient
drama in the landscape and tradition
that created them, without the lan-
guage barrier which has so far blunted
their impact on foreigners.
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Minos Volanakis

The Athenian talked to Volanakis
the day after he made his plans public:
Q: Why have you taken on this project?
A: On the personal and professional
levels my life has been cut in two. I

have studied, lived and worked abroad -

and, in fact, I've directed more
tragedies in London and New York
than I have in Greece — three here and
11 abroad, I think. Outside Greece I
met dozens of talented Greeks with an
interest in the theatre as actors, desig-
ners and composers, and I thought a
focal point should be created for us to
work together.

Then when [ turned back to Greece
after the fall of the dictatorship I consi-
dered what the next development for
Greek theatre should be. Nothing
much had changed since the creation of
the state theatres, the last of which was
formed about 15.years before. I went to
direct at Thessaloniki, which was the
only one which hadn’t already frozen
solid, but I decided that these theatres
weren’t the answer to the Greeks’ pas-
sion for theatre. The conversion of the
quarries and dual presentations were
ideas I had around 1977.

These ancient plays were written to
have an immediate, engrossing, even
terrifying impact on their audiences.
But so far our productions have been
muffled to non-Greeks because of the

Janguage, and visitors haven’t been

able to experience what Euripides, say,
really had in mind.Now visitors have

difficult to emphasize the

real purpose of some of our ancient

build'ngs these days, it’s not difficult to
do so with ancient drama.

Q: Have other Greek directors ever
tried to stage Greek dramas in English
here?

A: No. It seems this will be a historic
first, not only in Greece but maybe
anywhere. I've heard of an English-
speaking company in Japan that did
revues for the American forces in the
’50s, but nothing like this has been
done here. It’s natural, though, for the
cultural life to be looking beyond the
Greek language when it is spoken by
comparatively so few people.

Q: Many theatre-goers in the UK and
USA will have been exposed to Greek
drama in one form or another. Produc-
tions do crop up now and again — you
produced several yourself. What new
experiences can people look forward to
from your productions?

A: For a start, most people who come
will have an interest in ancient Greece.
Probably they will be particularly re-
ceptive to plays because they’ll already
have been confronted by other facets of
Greekness, items in a museum, a par-
ticular slant of sunlight...

Q: But is it also an attempt to show an
international audience how tragedies
should be played? Some Greeks have
been very snobbish about the shortcom-
ings of foreign productions of their
drama.

A: Looking at the productions I did in
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Greece and the ones I directed abroad,
it hasn’t followed that the ones staged
in Greece were better. Greeks don’t
have any stranglehold on the best pro-
ductions. In fact, now that there’s a
revival of ancient Greek drama in this
country and there has been so much
research into it, I think it’s our duty to
hand over the tradition.

Of course, there is a distinct advan-
tage speaking a language developed
from the original Greek — you have a
deeper emotional access to the text.
Perhaps Greek choruses are easier to
direct in a country where choros is still
the word for dancing and tragoudi
means song, and there is also an un-
broken folk tradition with legends and
ways of behaving under emotional
stress.

This doesn’t invalidate propositions
made about Greek drama from abroad,
but it’s time for a real dialogue to
begin. Ours is one way of breaking
down the barriers. Another way would
be to entice foreign directors here to

" direct Greek actors in Greek. Our
bilingual company should at least be an
instrument in the exchange of ideas and
the creation of a tradition which_isn’t
dependent on language and  cuts
through to the heart of the texts. By
performing in English from season to
season, we should liven up the market
as far as ideas about producing the

Greek classics are concerned.
The major mistake foreign directors

have made when they’ve approached
Greek drama is being emotionally
embarrassed about it. It’s a middle
class, post-Victorian situation which
also exists here, and I can point to a lot
of modern Greek productions of
tragedies where the embarrassed direc-
tor has, for example, let undertones of
comedy creep in at the wrong places.
Another common mistake is the nostal-
gia for form, something Greek Nation-
al Theatre productions have suffered
from in recent times. With Balinese
theatre, let’s say, aesthetical appeal
may be everything, but Greek classical
theatre took form more for granted and
tried to get direct access to the psyche.
Sometimes we muffle its terrifying im-
pact by exaggerating the forms we

know the ancients were using and make

them into a kind of curtain of style
between the drama and the audience.
Q: How would you characterize the
qualities of the ancient tragedies and
what are the forms that generally dis-
tract from the drama?

A Tt's yaw nerves, it’s the brightness of
the writers’ miude Read a dozen trans-

lations of a pl_ay In English and then
turn to the ancient Greek wad you’]| see
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that most of the efforts simply disguise
the sharpness of the original. Masks,
dance, declamations and musical pat-
terns of speech — melodrama, if you
like — were of course used by the
ancients and can be used again, but not
just for decoration and not as an end in
themselves.

In Medea Euripides brought the
Chorus into the action as much as the
convention allowed and then made a
special dramatic point of its inactivity.
They want to save Medea’s children
from their mother but hold back. So in
our production the women have a
second face above their foreheads so
they can switch between being women
in general, the suffering women of
Corinth, as well as an objective poet’s
voice. But many productions I've seen
have not used a Chorus at all, or used it
just for decoration.

Q: Are the translations themselves a
problem? Are there things that just
don’t retain their impact in contempor-
ary English?

A: By and large no, but it depends on
the play. My translations of Euripides
work better in English than they do in
Greek. But Sophocles is more comfort-
able in modern Greek because his
direct, idiomatic style is.in danger of
sounding flat in modern English. I'm
not satisfied with my efforts at him. In
English if you try too hard it can then
sound extravagant. Many translators
don’t have the opportunity to compare
but I have translated more of these
plays into English than I have into
modern Greek — 11 English, six in
Greek.

Q: Are all your actors capable of hand-
ling perfermances in both languages?
A: Yes. Not equally satisfactorily, not
all of them, but the idea is to fuse them
into a company that will be able to do
that. I want to develop the English of
our Greek actors but it must be a
two-way enterprise, and as far it’s
possible Greeks and non-Greeks from
abroad who have a passion for Greek
drama will have the opportunity to
come and perform.

By the way, we’re not restricted to
Greek and English. German is the next
logical choice because we already have
four German-Greek actors in the com-
pany, and at some point we will be
mounting an evening of extracts in Ger-
man. Again, the point is to create a
bridge of immediacy for Germans in
Greece, though in general English is
understood by so many people it will
give us access to an international audi-

- 'ence.

Q: Part of the novelty of the company is

that it is going to be a year-round
training camp for Greek drama.
A: Yes, but I should say that we’re not
restricting ourselves to Greek drama,
though that is our main focus of interest
to begin with. A few surprises are
planned for next year and we have
already commissioned something new
from a well-known English writer.
Last winter most of our seminars
were devoted to one side — getting
actors whose English was at various
stages to as near performance standard
as possible. Of course we’re also in-
terested in Greek actors who were born
abroad, or who've lived too long
abroad and who can’t speak Greek. We
have courses for them and also hope to
give them a grounding in the ancient
language as well. But everyone worked
on voice production and verse speaking
too, both of which are currently prob-
lems in Greece and England. Verse
speaking is a lost art, a special techni-
que the actor has to learn, and it runs
very deep in the rhythmic e 'ments of
the mind as well as of the language. We
began by giving everyone poetry, espe-
cially indecent poetry by great poets —
satirical verse, limericks, absolutely
anything that had to be faultlessly pro-
nounced and pointedly delivered.

‘Medea’ with Irene Pappas in 1973
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Q: Isn’t it also a matter of getting the
actors to perform less consciously and
more spontaneously in a foreign lan-
guage?

A: All the value of rehearsal is getting
the lack of spontaneity out of the way
so you can perform freely — no matter
whether the language is your own or
not. Though it’s true in a foreign lan-
guage the process is longer and more
demanding.

Voice production is also very in-
teresting. It’s uniquely important here
because of the outdoor acoustics, but
it’s also linked with the animal side of
acting. When you have to cry or moan
on stage you’re plumbing animal
depths independent of language, but
then these actors are going to have to

resurface again and remember which

language the evening’s performance is
in. But T don’t believe in “the animal
actor” per se, because I also believe in
the spiritual side of drama. Dionysus

was god of spirits and the grossest of .

animal forms at the same time. That’s
why he is the god of the theatre too,
and that’s what we’re aiming at.

Q: How much are you relying on im-
porting stars from abroad?

A: We’re importing stars but we’re not
going to gear a production to a star.
There are going to be three or four
Medeas in the next few years so there’s
no question of making it a vanity pro-
duction in that sense. One of our aims
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is to nurture Greeks coming up through
the group to eventually take on such
roles in English and Greek, but stars
are not usually stars in vain — not
usually in the theatre at least — and
should be welcomed. These roles de-
mand a special power and appetite and
it will be a good thing to see what such
charismatic players can do — good for
the company, good for the public and
maybe even for tourism, though it’s not
necessarily good sense commercially
because some of these characters are
VEery expensive.

Q: Many well-known actors have said
their dream is to play Greek tragedy.
A: If there are any that don’t have that
dream they have kept it quiet from me.
Usually, they also know which play
they want, the role, and begin telling
you exactly how they’re going to play
it! »

Q: What position has the Greek actors’
union taken on importing players?

A: We haven’t had any specific dis-
agreements or hammered out a special
arrangement. You’re supposed to have
80 percent of your actors members of
the union, and we seem to have
achieved a balance in the company
which should be okay. It just presents
an organizational problem and casts
will have to be decided eatlier.

QI:' As translator and a director are you
the best man for the job in the sense that

you interpret the texts in a more cosmo-
politan way than other Greek directors?
One reviewer attacked your Medea last
year because you oversimplified it as a
story of jealous love.

A: I never take any notice of reviewers.
I did it precisely because I think it’s a
political play. In fact I refused to do it
for a long time when Greece’s leading
ladies — Maria Callas, Irene Pappas,
Melina Mercouri — were all encourag-
ing me to do it, exactly because I
thought it was a love story. But then I
came to understand Jason was a civil-
ized colonizer-exploiter, an accom-
plished product of the Athenian empire
of Euripides’ time. Then, the city was
full of non-citizens — slaves, immigrants
and women — and as well as being a

~ childkiller Medea is all three. Anyway,
the Athenians must have understood it
well enough because it came last in
their drama competition, and within
weeks of the first production the Pelo-
ponnesian War broke out, which would
destroy Athens.

Q: Will the company be open to other
directors?

A: Sure. In fact, discussions have
started with four or five leading Greek
directors. Pride of place goes to people
like Professor John Chioles who have
also worked on the texts. We have
called him to direct one of his own
translations next year. At the moment
he’s teaching at the University of New
York and his language of choice is
English.

Q: How has the company been fi-
nanced? :
A: The Greek performances are paid
for by the National Tourist Organiza-
tion, but when I approached them for
help for the English, which I wanted to
open at the Lycabettus Theatre — which
would have had the advantage of being
visible from just about any point in
Athens so tourists could find it easily —
they didn’t see the tourist value of it.
Incidentally, I opened the Lycabettus
Theatre 20 years ago with a production
of the play which, earlier this year, I
was offering the tourist organization.
What is going to be held in that theatre
this year of more interest to tourists?
Thinking like that is another interna-
tional first. i

So, there have since been other
offers, but I’'m the investor as far as the
English version goes. It’s better to start
poor — well, not poor necessarily, but
not to oversell what we’re doing before
we’ve achieved something. However,

my opinion is that a 12¢ Yt tourists will
come and it will Pc @ success from that
point: .9[‘,.;cw as well. O
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The love of music.
At Campion
there is excess of it

Music bears an honoured place in the Campion curriculum.
There are eleven musicians on the staff and tuition is given in
most instruments and in singing. The school is proud of its
two choirs, the small orchestra and wind ensemble and its
tradition of presenting major works for public enjoyment,
currently Haydn’s “Creation”.

Founded in 1970, Campion is an international, co-educational
school with an excellent record of entry to the world’s leading
universities. The school has now grown to over 800 pupils,
aged three to eighteen, from 50 countries —representing nearly
every race, colour and creed.

The curriculum exceeds the requirements of the G.C.E. at
“O” and “A” levels and the standards for entry to universities
in the United States.

A wide choice of subjects it taught to small classes by a
young and professionally qualified staff, which pays close
attention to individual progress.

Senior School in Ekali, Junior Schools in Halandri and
Glyfada. The Boarding House is in Pefki.

For more information, please ring;
School hours 813 2013 and 813 38%3
After School hours 683 4929

Postal enquiries to the Headmaster:

DMB&B ERGON C8616

A.F. Eggleston O.B.E., M.A. (Oxon) 3
P.O. Box 65009 GR-154 10 Psychiko,
Athens, Greece @,\m
1B 1sHED
o
Campion School
Athens
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For everyone,

the play’s the thing

International symposiums on the ancient tragedies

offer new and exotic perpectives,
as well as a chance to make new friends

by Haris Livas

hat is it that Greeks do that the

Chinese, Japanese, Germans,
Malaysians, Africans, Indians, Eski-
mos — and, in fact, most everybody —
also do?

Answer: they perform ancient
Greek tragedy. There has never been
another literature that has inspired
more people or served as such a con-
tinuous font of inspiration.

However, a question at two interna-

The Chinese performing Sophocles

tional symposiums on ancient Greek
tragedy (June ’85 and June ’86) was
whether modern, and often extremely
avant-garde versions of these tragedies,
should bear the names of Aeschylus,
Sophocles and Euripides, as they de-
part so wildly from the originals. The
opinion of directors is that the matter is
of interest only to scholars. They tip
their hats to Aeschylus and Co., paying
them their respect as starting points at
least. But if these tragedies can serve as
modern metaphors as well as repositor-
ies of myth, so much the better.

Another burning issue for sympo-
sium scholars was the purity of the
word — the logos. Ancient tragedies
move along by virtue of their poetry.
Many modern directors do not agree

that this makes for the most vital per- -

formances. For them the intensity of
the action is more important than dia-
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logue. And silence can be equal to, if
not more important than the word.
Those invited to the symposium
were distinguished professors and
directors from throughout the world.
They joined other invited guests to
debate points raised in symposium lec-
tures. Directors talked about their
work and each evening a different per-
formance showed how the ancient
tragedies are performed today. Last

year’s performances included Indian,
Eskimo and German companies. This
year there were the Japanese and
Chinese. And, of course, Greek per-
formances too, usually much less in-
teresting than the foreigners, as was the
case this year with Theodore Terzo-
poulos’ Bacchae, which substituted cu-
rious jerks and twists for what should
have been uncontrolled ecstasy.

But this year’s Japanese version of
Aeschylus by “Skot” Theatre was
equally unsatisfactory. Director
Tadashi Suzuki stitched together por-
tions of six plays, each having some-
thing to say about the House of Atreus.
In the result, Orestes speaks English,
kills his mother early on and is haunted
by her ghost, which kills him while he’s
engaged in incest with his sister.

. Obviously this version stresses psycho-

logy, but it’s not the kind of psychology
that the ancient Greek tragedians

would have understood. Their charac-
ters were heroes, not psychopaths.

The Chinese played ancient Greek
tragedy as it was written. With a few
extra touches to make Oedipus Rex
more accessible to a Chinese audience,
and with a bow to the Chinese love for
bright colors and patterns, they gave us
an Oedipus which Sophocles likely
would not have found objectionable.
They did put in some strictly Chinese
symbols — for example, to suggest
Oedipus blinding himself, he ties a
black scarf over his eyes and the chorus
moves around him like an enveloping
cloak — but their version certainly was
more faithful to the original than others
shown.

Chinese director Luo Jinlin pointed
out that a burning issue in China today
concerns the classic approach (respect
for the past) as opposed to a new
creative approach (interpretation and
updating). “With Oedipus Rex,” he
says, “we entered the argument on the
side of tradition.”

There were 52 scheduled speeches
or demonstrations at the symposium
this year. Nigeria, Italy, India, Austria,
France, Britain, both Germanies,
Spain, Hungary, Ethiopia, the U.S.,
Japan, Iceland and Greece were all
represented. The most provocative
talks were usually those of the fore-
igners, although listeners benefitted if
they could understand the speeches in
their original language, as the simul-
taneous translations were almost as
chaotic this year as last. There were
also some inexplicable speeches, such
as composer Yiorgos Kouropos “medi-
tating” on ancient Greek drama in
modern Greece when he should have
been asked to discuss his music and
why he composes for ancient tragedies.

It would also be appropriate if there
were a specific theme for each year’s

.symposium, or at least a theme for each

day’s proceedings. The differing sub-
jects of the speakers forced listeners to
shift attention from costumes to linguis-
tics to the role of the chorus to an
African exegesis of ancient Greek
tragedy.

Yet the great fascination of this sym-
posium, as indeed of all symposiums, is
much less the content of the speeches as
the opportunity to meet people with
like interests, to exchange ideas both in
meetings and at late-night tavernas
over bottles of wine.

Particularly memorable this year
was the night the Chinese started sing-
ing and then, in the absence of any
Greeks bold enough to take the floor,
an Icelandic author stood and belted
out two songs in perfect Greek. O
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The Carian and Lycian shores

This region of Turkey, among the most spectacular of
the whole Mediterranean, offers an opportunity to explore a colorful past

by B. Samantha Stenzel

he coasts of southwestern Tur-

I key are two of the most spec-

tacular regions of the whole

Mediterranean. Still remarkably un-

spoiled, they are easily reached from
the islands of Rhodes and Kos.

The major sites of the Lycian shore,
for instance — from Marmaris just
across from Rhodes town to Kash — can
be visited by sailboat or chartered yacht
during a leisurely week. Here moun-
tains 10,000 feet high plunge to a coast-
line defined by long strands of sandy
beach, rocky coves and inlets like small
fjords. Caria and Lycia also offer
panoramas of mythology and history,
which spring to life before the
traveller’s eye among isolated ruins.

Bodrum, ancient Halicarnassus, is
situated on a peninsula just a short
ferry ride from Kos. It is a good starting
point for a journey along the Carian
coast.

Not long ago a small fishing village
known for its sponge divers, today it is
the yachting center of Turkey. Though
notable too for its free-wheeling night-
life, it is still dominated by the major
survivor of its past: the towers and
battlements of the Crusader castle of
St. Peter — the Petreion, from which the

name Bodrum derives. In its museum
today, among an impressive collection
of antiquities, are artifacts from the
pioneering underwater excavations of
George Bass and his Institute of
Nautical Archaeology.

Standing on a promontory by the
harbor, which is bathed in surrealistic
silver and gold floodlights at night, the
castle was built in the 15th century by
the Knights of Saint John, who plun-
dered the remains of the nearby
Mausoleum.

The Mausoleum was one of the
Seven Wonders of the World, and for
those who take a melancholy pleasure
in the ravages of time a walk to the site
is recommended, for the remains are
pitiful to the extreme. Consecrated to
the memory of the ambitious Mauso-
lus, who ruled over Halicarnassus and
was awarded the Persian title of satrap,
it was built by his widow (who was also
his sister), Artemesia II, a model of
uxorious (and sororal) devotion. She
drank wine mixed with his ashes until
her death two years later. Her mother,
Artemesia I, joined Xerxes against
Athens and under her command her
ships utterly destroyed the Rhodesian

fleet. This victory cause the Great King

Boals in a cove on the Blue Voyage
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to say that he wished all his admirals
were women.

Cnidus, at the end of the long
Datcha peninsula, is a short day trip by
boat from Bodrum or a longer excur-
sion by land. Here, beside Apollo,
Aphrodite was worshipped, most
famously in the form given her by
Praxiteles. This statue was the most
renowned of female nudes. Turned
down by Kos, which prudishly prefer-
red a clothed version, it was eagerly
accepted by the voluptuous Cnidians,
who combined commercial industrious-
ness with viticulture and tourism.
Tradition says that a back door was
installed in Aphrodite’s shrine which
allowed a more intimate look at the
statue’s posterior.

Today, unfortunately, the statue can
only be enjoyed in copies. Never-
theless, substantial portions of an acro-
polis, two theatres, two temples,
houses and agora remain. In a ravine
nearby is a necropolis with a tomb
similar to that of Mausolus.

At the end of the Bodrum peninsula
at Gumiishliik is ancient Myndos. A
Roman basilica and a thick fortification
wall with watchtowers still stand while
other ruins are submerged in the sea.
There is a beach here with several
restaurants offering excellent fish. Hid-
den in pines, ancient Pedesa, north of
Bodrum at Gokeeler, has well-pre-
served ruins lying within walls enclos-
ing a citadel. Several tombs date back
to the 8th century B.C.

East of Marmaris, another yachting
and tourist center, lies ancient Caunus
between the south end of Lake Koyce-
giz and the sea. It is easily reached from
the villages of Koycegiz or Dalyan.
Boating through the overgrown, mar-
shy channels, it is easy to understand
why the Caunians became wealthy
from fishing and had unhealthy, green
complexions — probably malaria. A
20,000-seat amphitheatre, an acropolis
and rock tombs distinguish the site.

Caunus is the last of the Carian
towns before entering Lycia, a harsh
and mountainous region which may be
roughly defined as the country lying
south of a line drawn from Koycegiz to
Antalya. The Lycians were a fiercely
independent people with customs and a
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language of their own. Greek legend
traces their name from lykos because
wolves led the goddess Leto, mother of
Artemis and Apollo, to the river
Xanthus where she could assuage her
thirst, fleeing from the jealous wrath of
Hera. Hittite records, however, refer
to lukka and Egyptians mention lukki
as sea-raiders. Herodotus, on the other
hand, says they came from Crete, ex-
pelled by Minos.

hough conquered by the Persians

and later by Alexander the Great,
Lycia only became Hellenized under
the Ptolemies who ruled over them
from Egypt for a century. Continuing
resistance against outside domination,
Lycia was the last province in Asia
Minor to be incorporated by the Ro-
man Empire. Down to the end of the
classical period Lycia preserved its own
language, coinage, customs and con-
federated union. It is interesting to
note that a woman was allowed to
preside over the assembly of the Lycian
Federation, and Herodotus writes,
“They reckon their lineage not by their
father’s but by their mother’s side.”
The vestiges of matriarchy are as clear
in Lycia as they are in Caria and lonia.

Lycia may be approached from the
interior by car or public minibus — a
jovial if hair-raising experience — but as
all the major sites are on the coast or
easily accessible from the sea in the
valley of Xanthus, the most convenient
and rewarding way to view its superb
natural scenery is by sailboat or char-
tered yacht.

These charters — often by traditional
wooden-hulled Turkish goulettes -
afford leisure for swimming, snorkeling
and windsurfing in water of the most
dazzling turquoise. This has earned the
trip along the Lycian coast a tourist
trade label of the Blue Vovage.

The first major stop in Lycia is
Fetiye, ancient Telmessus. The town
itself was mostly destroyed in 1956-7
earthquakes and the newer buildings
are not attractive, but the ancient rock
tombs just behind the town have sur-
vived. Imitating the structure of
wooden dwellings, they are carved in
the cliffsides. The finest of these is the
Tonic temple Tomb of Amyntas, and an
inscription on a pillar supporting a sun
disc dates the building as 4th century

B.C.
The ancient fortress, rebuilt by the

Knights of St. John, was seized from
the Persians by Nearchus, Alexander’s
admiral, in the following way: Disguis-
ing his soldiers as female musicians, he
begged the local ruler to let him leave
them in his care. This granted, they
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P T
A modern explorer sets oot on shore

were taken for safe-keeping to the
acropolis, where they drew daggers
from their flute cases, shields from
their baskets, and overpowered the
town.

Kash, ancient Antiphellus, encircles
a crescent bay which backs up on
mountains. A beautifully preserved
Hellenistic theatre commands a
wonderful view over the sea to the
Greek island of Kastellorizo, ancient
Megiste, which the Turks call Meis. In
and about the town sarcophagi lie scat-
tered. There are rock-cut tombs here as
well.

Kash is a fine place from which to
take excursions. Small craft head to the
island of Kekova and to "Simena,

ancient Kale, where one civilization is .

layered on another. A medieval for-
tress, set on ancient foundations, in-
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corporates a little theatre. Lycian and
Roman sarcophagi dot the hillside. The
ruins of the old harbor lie just beneath
the surface of the water and one can
swim among the remains of ancient
walls.

About an hour by car from Kash
brings one into the valley of Xanthus, a
region unrivalled in the Mediterranean,
where 10,000-foot Ak Dagi looms over
the poplar-lined Xanthus as it wanders
down to the sea. Here lies Patara,
birthplace of St. Nicholas and site of a
sanctuary of Apollo, rival to Delphi. It
only operated in-winter when the god
was in residence; he summered on
Delos. . / ;

Patara remained a flourishing port
down to Roman times, when it was
gradually silted up by the Xanthus.
Today it lies some distance from the sea

and there is a long ribbon of golden
sand. There is a triumphal arch, baths
and granary built under Hadrian, and a
theatre overgrown with trees.

In marshy farmland a short distance
from Patara is the Letoum, the sanctu-
ary of Leto. It was locally believed that
she gave birth to Artemis and Apollo in
the Xanthus Valley, not on Delos, and
that she first bathed her children here
at a spring .and turned bothersome
shepherds into frogs. Recent excava-
tions have turned up the remains of
three temples, a Hellenistic theatre, a
Roman nymphaeum and a Byzantine
church decorated with mosaics.

Not far distant is the site of the city
of Xanthus, once a powerful center
dominating the whole of the Lycian
coast. Most of the remains of its two
most famous monuments, the Harpy
frieze and the Nereid monument, are
buried in that greatest of all present-
day mausoleums, the British Museum.
The acropolis here contains finds dat-
ing back to the 8th century B.C., but it
may have already existed in the Bronze
Age. :

Xanthus saw the final extermination
of independent Lycia at the hands of a
Roman army under Brutus in 42 B.C.
Possessed of “a strange and incredible
desperation,” the Xanthians set fire to
their own battlements which spread to
the houses nearby. In the words of that
masterful travel writer Freya Stark,
quoting Plutarch, Brutus got on horse-
back and rode round the walls “stretch-
ing forth his hands to the Xanthians
and begged them that they would spare
themselves and save the town.” But
none listened to him and “not only men
and women, but even boys and little
children with a hideous outcry, leaped
into the fire, others from the walls,
others fell upon their parents’ swords,
baring their throats and desiring to be
struck... It was so tragical a sight that
Brutus could not endure to see it, but
wept, proclaiming a reward to any sol-
dier that could save a Xanthian. And it
is said only 150<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>