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Thriving on the cha]lenging \
atmosphere, Campion pupils win
over 1000 G.C.E.’s every year.

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1985-86

Senior School in Ekali. Junior Schools in Halandri and
Glyfada. Boarding House in Pefki.

Campionis an international, co-educational school
withanexcellentrecord of entry to the world’s leading

universities.

Founded in 1970, the school has now grown to
over 900 pupils, aged three to eighteen, from 50 countries —
representing nearly every race, colour and creed.

The curriculum exceeds the requirements of the
G.C.E. at“O” and “A” levels and the standards for entry
to universities in the United States.

A wide choice of subjects is taught to small classes
by a young and professionally - qualified staff. Close
attention is paid to individual progress and both pupils
and their parents are encouraged to participate in a
multitude of out-of- school activities in sport, theatre,
music and field trips to places of cultural interest.
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On how to register, please ring:

School hours: 8132013 and 813 3883
After school hours: 683 4929

i 5
Postal enquiries to the Headmaster: 0
AF. Eggleston O.B.E., M.A. (Oxon) & T
P.O. Box 65009 GR-154 10 Psychiko, 8> Lampes—
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Going to

SCANDINAVIA
or on to your final inter-
continental destination
via COPENHAGEN?

Fly the NEW SAS, from ATHENS to SCANDINAVIA, offering more
destinations in Scandinavia than any other Airline... We kncw
SCANDINAVIA.

Direct connections in Copenhagen:

— to South America every Saturday and

— to New York, Chicago, Seattle, Los Angeles, Anchorage
and Tokyo every Sunday. '

Other days of the week enjoy an SAS stop-over in wonderful
copenhagen with plentiful inexpensive shopping facilities
before you proceed on your intercontinental flight onboard
SAS. -

Your Travel Agent or SAS, Sina 6 / Vissarionos 9, 106 72 Athens,
Tel. 363.4444, can tell you more about SAS Summer Programme.
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Melina’s Midsummer Night
The six-month festival ‘Athens —
Cultural Capital of Europe — 1985’
had its grand opening on June 21.
This -~ modern-dress-amid-ancient-
ruins update of A Midsummer
Night's Dream met with mixed re-
views.

Although leaders from every
EEC country had been invited to
join the all-star cast, only the
French President appeared on
stage. Even Italian Premier Bettino
Craxi and the President of the
European Community, Jacques
Delors, bowed out at the last mo-
ment and West German Foreign
Minister Hans Dietrich Genscher,
missing his entrance cue in the
opening Acropolis scene, made his
debut during the Stoa of Attalos
second act.

As Titania, Queen of the Revels,
Melina - Mercouri, dressed from
head to toe in an elegant rosy
ivoire shantung creation, gave one
of the more understated perfor-
mances of her colorful career.
Although the opening soliloquies
by President Sartzetakis (Theseus),
President Mitterrand (Oberon) and
Prime Minister Papandreou (Robin
Goodfellow), delivered from the
top of the Propylaea’s steps,
proved beyond doubt that they are
accomplished actors, the direction
by ERT-2 was inadequate and
amateurish.

To see the sun set from the
Acropolis is surely one of the most
thrilling experiences in life, but to
watch it through the eyes of a
faultily-filtered, badly-focused
camera in which there appeared to
be at least four suns, and one a
particularly vile shade of green,
must have come as a shock to those
used to the standards of Eurovi-
sion. Zooming arbitrarily towards
and away from obscure details of
Periclean architecture and inter-
spersed with close-ups of carefully
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coiffed, unidentified attendant
fairies — few of whom seemed to
have any connection with the cultu-
ral event at hand — the camera
work seriously detracted from the
already flimsy plot.

The lighting was particularly dis-
concerting. In normal staging, light
is used to illuminate the set. In this
backstage glimpse of the Son et
Lumiere show normally seen from
the Pnyx, the du Barry pink flood-
lights glared directly into the eyes
of the audience and gave the im-
pression that the Acropolis has
broken out into a seriously conta-
gious rash.

The real stars of the evening
were Messrs Mnesikles (designer of
the Propylaea), Ictinus (designer of
the Parthenon), John D. Rockefel-
ler, Jr. (whose grant financed the
reconstruction of the Stoa of Atta-
los) and the designer of Mrs Papan-
dreou’s turquoise green dress
(whose name did not appear
among the credits).

One of the inevitable disappoint-
ments of the evening was that the
composer Yiannis Xenakis’ scenar-
io, widely published months ago,
had to be cancelled after several
theatrical angels (e.g., the French
socialist government) dropped out
when they saw the financial esti-
mate. The brilliant, phosphores-
cent-painted helicopter ballet, for
instance, was cut down to one air-
craft, and even this, with ERT
camera on board, wobbled so
drunkenly that views of the Holy
Rock produced symptoms of air-
sickness. As for the armada of
doves lit up with tiny lightbulbs
which in the original version were
to fly in like clockwork from all
EEC countries, these, too, were re-
duced to one pigeon with black tail
feathers which waddled awkwardly

‘about and gave no indication that it

was marching for Peace.
Even the music was disappoint-

our town

\f

ing. The chorus of 500 children
dressed in white and sitting on the
steps of the Parthenon sang Meso-
mides’ second century AD “Hymn
to the Sun” very prettily, but they
were given hardly a minute of TV
prime time before the camera be-
gan wandering off again — and now
that the sun had set — among the
phantasmagorical shadows of visit-
ing cultural dignitaries. And as for
the Xenakis music being blasted
forth from all the mountains of
Attica, instead an orchestra half-
hidden among the rocks and weeds
above the Odeon of Herod Atticus
produced a few feeble bubbles and
squeaks which, judging from his
expression, left the French Presi-
dent singularly unmoved.

There followed a magnificent
banquet scene at the Stoa of Atta-
los — at least for the seated. The
other guests were offered a wilted
buffet. Then, true to Shakespea-
rean formula, there followed ‘a
play within a play’. Among the
highlights were excerpts from
Karolos Koun’s Art Theatre per-
forming Aristophanes’ The Achar-
nians. Wisely, the famous speech
beginning “I’'m an honest citizen;
I’'ve never run for office in my life”
was cut from the performance as
being insufficiently ‘cultural’.

But just as Peter Quince’s tragic-
al-mirthful “Pyramus and Thisbe”
is the fun part of A Midsummer
Night's Dream, so it was the street
theatre =~ performances  around
Athens which were the fun part of
this otherwise humorless revival.
Under the shadow of the Parth-
enon, jugglers and acrobats, belly
dancers and break dancers, clowns
and quoits players from all over
Europe diverted the citizens of
Athens from the exhaustions of
elections and the anxieties of hi-
jacking — just as Melina and Aris-
tophanes would have wanted them
to be. O
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TASIS HELLENIC
International School

a branch of the American School in Switzerland

is a par't of a proud tradition

For over 30 years TASIS Schools
have been the recognized leaders in international education.
This reputation for excellence is founded on:

1) A qualified facuity, small class size (faculty/student ratio 1:9),
and firm discipline.

2) A Kindergarten through 12th grade program which includes:
American College Preparatory and Advanced Placement,

British G.C.E., English as a Foreign Language, and Computer Literacy,
as well as Post Graduate Year for “A” Level preparation.

3) A highly successful College and University placement record for U.S.,
Canadian and British Universities.

4) Unique opportunities for travel and extra-curricular activities afforded
by campuses in England, Switzerland and Cyprus.

5) A wide range of athletic activities, both in class and after school.

For information concerning tuition and programs,
please call: Director of Admissions, 8081-426 or write:
TASIS HELLENIC International School, P.O. Box 51025, Kifissia 145 10, Greece.

TASIS HELLENIC:
Athens’ only international school
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by Lee Stokes, Sloane Elliott, Elaine Priovolos and Elizabeth Keenan

Measuring the
by Lyda Modiano Leon ;

ension has been an almost
I tangible characteristic of Greek
political life throughout 1985.

The election of Constantine Mitsota-
kis to the leadership of the New Demo-
cracy (ND) party in September, 1984
created friction because of the personal
animosity between Mr Mitsotakis and
Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou.
Small parties bridled at the govern-
ment’s alterations to the electoral sys-
tem, which they claimed put them at a
disadvantage. The atmosphere was
further charged by PASOK’s unex-
pected decision in March to nominate
Christos Sartzetakis, instead of then-
President Constantine Karamanlis, for
the presidency, and by the controver-
sial vote that followed. The announce-
ment of early elections in June and the
political fiestas that led up to them
brought the sustained drama to a cli-
max. Now that the elections are over
and the tensions have died down,
where do Greek politics stand?

All the political parties, including
PASOK, were probably surprised by
the election results. Although the re-
spective electoral strategies of PASOK
and ND were ambitious as far as vote
recruitment is concerned, both parties
believed that the result would be very
close — with a 2.5 percent difference at
most. PASOK’s goals were twofold: on
the one hand to keep its Centrist voters
and on the other hand to win votes
from the Left. ND had hoped both to
attract the undecided voters who iden-
tified with the Center and to maintain
its strength among right-wing voters.
The Communist Party of the Exterior
(KKE) presumably counted on winning
left-wing voters disappointed with the
‘pseudo-Leftism’ of PASOK while the
Greek Communist Party of the Interior
(KKE-Es.) tried to attract disaffected
voters of both the Left and the Center.
To what extent have the results fulfil-
led the parties’ expectations?

As party strategists had hoped,
PASOK was able to hold on to its cen-
trist voters while gaining votes from the
Left at the expense of both communist
parties. Mr Papandreou’s skilful poli-
ticking, his use of simplistic phrases

and slogans in his speeches, his impos- . |

ing appearance and his ‘gambling’ in-
stincts gave a major boost to the par-
ty’s promotion of its message.
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election fallout

PASOK’s campaign centered around
two themes: attempting to show that it
had succeeded in improving living stan-
dards, and linking ND with the failings
of past right-wing governments in such
a way as to make voters fear an ND
victory.

The use of slogans such as “Together
for a new victory, now once again
PASOK for even better days” managed
to distract voters’ attention from speci-
fic problems and to persuade them, in
the name of a vague ‘vision’, to give
PASOK another chance. In addition,
PASOK’s electorate-polarizing, anti-
Right campaign frequently suc-
ceeded in discrediting the neoliberal
identity that ND was trying to culti-
vate, and in identifying the party, in
the minds of many voters, with the un-
popular Right of the past.

ND’s five percent gain in support
since 1981 was certainly an improve-
ment, but fell short of the party’s ex-
pectations. The increase (from 35.87
percent in 1981 to 40.82 percent in
1985) did not come, to any significant
extent, from the centrist voters sup-
porting PASOK — ND’s main target.
PASOK’s electoral loss of 2.23 percent
since 1981 is probably contained in
ND’s five percent increase, with the
other two percent coming from the ex-
treme right-wing party, EPEN, and
from ND’s centrist political ally KOD-
ISO. In short, ND was disappointed

because its electoral gains were less’

than it had hoped for and because the
centrist voters it had targeted failed to
abandon PASOK.

There are three main reasons for
ND’s failure. First, the seven months
ND had in which to change its image
from that of a conservative party to
that of a neoliberal one were clearly
not enough.

Second, ND’s campaign strategy
concentrated primarily on economic
matters, on the premise that these were
the issues that mattered most to the
electorate. Viewed objectively, this
approach had the potential for success,
especially if compared to the vague and
slogan-ridden campaign of PASOK.
Unfortunately, ND’s platform
appeared complicated and distant to
many voters. A remark in a London
Times editorial (June 4, 1985) that
“feelings in Greece can work political

miracles” may explain the failure of
ND’s logical approach to capture more
voters than it did.

Finally, the failure of many party
members to adopt and understand
ND’s new neoliberal identity made the
party’s image unconvincing. This was,
and continues to be, ND’s principal
handicap. Although the party seems to
have overcome its ‘identity crisis’ of the
early 1980s, it still has a long way to go
to consolidate fully the neoliberal
ideology ND’s leadership believes will
make the party more cohesive and
dynamic.

The two communist parties should
have been disappointed with the elec-
tion results. The KKE’s decrease of
1.04 percent in its share of the vote
does not allow the party to be consi-
dered a real force in Parliament. If
there was no agreement between KKE
Secretary-General Harilaos Florakis
and Mr Papandreou and if the one per-
cent defection from the KKE to
PASOK was spontaneous, then Mr
Florakis is left with empty hands. The
KKE-Es. increase of 0.5 percent of the
vote since the 1981 elections gave
Leonidas Kyrkos a seat in Parliament,
which was his party’s principal aim. (It
should be pointed out that the 3.4 per-
cent of the vote which the KKE-Es.
won in the 1984 Euroelections cannot
be considered representative of the
party’s strength. Voters doubtless used
the Euroelections to voice their dis-
approval of PASOK’s policies in a way
which would not affect Greece’s inter-
nal political status quo.) '

Essentially, voters in the 1985 elec-
tions were presented with a choice be-
tween ‘two evils’. Since the ND party
itself was not sure of what its neoliberal
philosophy meant, it is not surprising
that many people hesitated to vote for
ND. On the other hand, if an approval
rating had been included with the bal-
lot, many of the 46.84 percent of the
electorate who voted for PASOK
would have scored its performance on
the lower end of the scale.

But votes are measured in quantity,
not quality, and PASOK has been
given a free hand by a majority of vo-
ters. It remains to be seen how realistic
and wise the newly re-elected govern-
ment will be, not only in dealing with
the economic, social and public admi-
nistration issues that face it, but also in
eradicating the habit of political irres-
ponsibility that has crept into Greek
public life. o
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Turkish Cypriots elect

Denktash president

While Cypriot President Spyros Kyp-
rianou faced a domestic challenge to
his authority last month, Turkish Cyp-
riot leader Rauf Denktash was elected
president of the self-proclaimed Tur-
kish Republic of Northern Cyprus by
an overwhelming majority.

Denktash, who faced a stiff chal-
lenge from Osker Oskiour, the leftist
Republican Turkish Party candidate,
and Alpi Tourtouar, leader of the cen-
trist Liberation Party, obtained 70.47
percent of the vote to become the first
president of the Turkish-Cypriot break-
away state. His opponents received
18.35 and 9.19 percent respectively.

The June 9 elections were the second
move in as many months by Turkish
Cypriot leaders to institutionalize a
government structure. A public re-
ferendum was held on May 5 estab-
lishing the republic’s first constitution.
The final results of the referendum
showed that 70.2 percent of the Tur-
kish Cypriot community favored the
constitution while 29.8 percent were
against it. Elections for parliament
were scheduled for June 23, causing
the Greek Cypriot government concern
over whether or not Denktash is really
interested in reaching a solution to the
Cyprus problem.

Meanwhile Kyprianou faced his own
constitutional crisis when the Commun-
ist Party of Cyprus (AKEL) introduced
a draft resolution to the House of Rep-
resentatives on March 29 demanding
that Kyprianou abide by a February 22
resolution or call for parliamentary
elections. The February 22 resolution
called for Kyprianou to resume confer-
ences with all parties — in effect, to
accept the principle of collective deci-
sion-making. It was passed following
the unsuccessful summit meeting be-
tween Kyprianou and Denktash
arranged by UN Secretary General
Javier Perez de Cuellar last January.

Kyprianou counter-attacked by sub-
mitting the draft resolution to the Sup-
reme Court for a ruling on its constitu-
tionality. The Supreme Court decided
on June 10 that the handling of the
Cyprus problem was not within its
jurisdiction, thus rendering the resolu-
tion unconstitutional in the eyes of the
Kyprianou government.

. Kyprianou also scored a point with

~ the UN Security Council, which ex-

tended the mandate of UNFICYP, the
UN peacekeeping force on Cyprus, till

December 15 this year despite Turkish
protests. However, the question of
Cyprus is far from solved. Denktash
has refused to discuss de Cuellar’s
bicommunal/bizonal federation propos-
al until after parliamentary elections
are held which will establish all the
necessary organs of government in
northern Cyprus.

Airport security
criticized after hijack

The hijacking of a TWA jet last month
by two Lebanese Shi’ites who boarded
the plane at Athens, allegedly carrying
two hand grenades and a machine pis-
tol in their hand luggage, has cast
doubts on the adequacy of security
arrangements at Ellinikon Airport.

One of the hijackers claimed they
had wrapped the weapons in fibreglass
to blur their outlines on X-ray screens.
But the Greek Minister for Public
Order, Mr Tsouras, insisted that the
weapons could not have been smuggled
past metal detectors in use at the air-
port and that they must have been on
board when the plane arrived in
Athens.

There had been two other incidents
of air piracy in the eastern Mediterrra-
nean in the three days before the hi-
jacking.

After the hijacking, security at the
airport was widely criticized in the
European media. The international
Union of Air Pilots warned that its
members would boycott Athens airport
unless security was improved, and the
American carriers TWA and Pan Am
threatened flight cancellations.

President Reagan warned Americans
to think twice about flying through
Athens airport. A US State Depart-
ment spokesman said there had been
other cases of terrorism at Athens air-
port recently. He was referring in par-
ticular, he said, to the incident on
April 4, in which a bazooka attack was
launched against a Jordanian Airlines
jet parked on the tarmac. Those re-
sponsible were never caught.

The Greek Foreign Minister, Mr
Haralambopoulos, criticized what he
called “the defamatory campaign laun-
ched internationally against Greece”.
He declared that “Greece has firm
positions on the issue of terrorism,
which it has repeatedly condemned.” It
was impossible, he added, even with
the best security measures, to com-
pletely prevent airline hijacking.
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Multinational Festival

On June 14, Actors’ International Day,
the Ancient Drama Festival, organized
by the European Cultural Center of
Delphi, honored the memory of Katina
Paxinou. The memorial, presented by
leading ladies of the Greek stage, in-
cluded Anna Synodinou and Aspasia
Papathanassiou.

The Festival, which ran for three
weeks, included performances of
ancient classics by Eskimo, West Ger-
man, East German, Japanese, Amer-
ican, Yugoslav and Indian companies.
Among the Greek participants were
Karolos Koun’s Art Theatre, Spyros
Evangelatos’ Amphitheatro and a pro-
duction of Medea directed by painter
Yiannis Tsarouchis who also designed
the costumes and sets.

Parallel with the performances, an
exhibition was held of sets and costume
designs, posters and photographs.
There were also video-taped perform-
ances of Vassilis Maros’ documentary
And Orpheus Sings and The Eques-
trians by Aristophanes, directed by the
late Dimitris Rondiris and with music
by Dimitri Metropoulos.

Michael Cacoyiannis

presents...

The Athens College fund-raising com-
mittee’s decision to abandon its tradi-
tional formal dinner-dance in favor of a
more laiko variety show is an allaghi
which, in this case, all hope will be
permanent. On June 13, the well-
known stage and screen director
Michael Cacoyiannis presented his
‘Evening of Surprises’. Among the
highlights of the 16-part revue were
Margarita Melas’ superb renditions of
three torchy Greek songs, coloratura
Jenny Drivala and baritone John Mod-
inos in arias and a duet by Verdi and
Rossini, an elaboratespoof of Greece’s
favorite entertainment, Dynasty, star-
ring VIPs from the social and diploma-
tic world, and a delightful chorus line
by members of the Athens College
(Kantza) staff and administration.
Last, and best, was Michael Cacoyian-
nis’ own rendition of “Latin Lovers”, a
witty patter song he wrote for Danny
Kaye 25 years ago and which the latter
could not have performed better. As
the 850-seat Athens College Theatre

was jammed and over a thousand tick-

ets were sold at 2000 drachmas each,
the Scholarship Fund benefited as
handsomely as the audience.
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Costas Taktsis’ novel is not only a best seller but also
a masterpiece of contemporary Greek literature.

Costas Taktsis

The Third Wedding Wreath

Costas Taktsis

The Third
Wedding Wreath

In a new translation with an introduction
by J. Chioles

Hermes

Now at last available
in a new

English translation
by John Chioles

“Read this book
and you will know
more about modern
Greece than you
could learn from

a dozen histories.”

Dilys Powell, Sunday Times

500 drs. Hermes Publications
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.Information
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Filothei: 7, Streit Street, Tel. 6812096

Halandri: 3, Navarinou Street, Tel. 6822828
Headquarters: 3, Streit Street, 15237 Filothei
Tel.: 682-:2100, 683-4111

After hours and holidays: 692-8836

Tolo, Nafplio
17.6.1985 - 25.8.1985
Tel.: 6822100, 683-4111
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Are Greek elections a health hazard?

by Lee Stokes
P % 0

i pe ,.
Gro Holm (right) with argumentative PASOK supporter

or those innocent enough not to

know, covering a Greek election
campaign can be as damaging to your
health as staying out too long in the
Mediterranean midday sun.

While sparks flew in the heated pre-
election period, Greece was host to
more than 300 foreign correspondents
from every corner of the globe (includ-
ing Barbados and Bangkok). For some
newcomers to the Greek political scene
the elections here turned out to be
quite a shock. Veterans from the major
European and north American news
networks, however, have always taken
the phrase ‘the cradle of democracy’
with a pinch of salt. Bearing in mind
Aristotle’s dictum, “There is nothing
new under the sun,” they maintained
an aura of calm, even déja vu, as they

ST CATHERINE’S
BRITISH EMBASSY SCHOOL

(Incorporated Association of Preparatory Schools)
- :
Children are accepted from 5-13 years.
St Catherine’s prepares children for
all types of British and Commonwealth
Senior Education; particular
attention is given to children who wish
to sit Common Entrance Examinations
into British Public Schools.
If there are places available,
we can offer vacancies to
English-speaking children of
other nationalities.
Prospectus and particulars from:
The Headmistress,
St Catherine’s British Embassy School,
British Embassy, Athens, Greece.
tel: 801-0886
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observed the Syntagma Square fiestas.

Most numerous among the eager
faces at the Zappeion press centre were
the fresh-faced young reporters from
smaller Western-European newspapers
and radio/TV networks, whose bosses
had apparently decided that a bit of
anti-Americanism and anti-capitalist
rhetoric would go down well with an
otherwise bored public.

Then, of course, there were the hun-
dred or so resident correspondents who
cover Greece on a day-to-day basis.

A positive feature of the election
campaign was the effort made by the
PASOK press office to please all cor-
respondents all the time. Geting hold
of a New Democracy (ND) party
spokesman proved impossible on most
of the hundred-odd occasions when I

. resorted to ringing their press office.

But getting through to the PASOK
press office was a piece of cake, though
for some pressmen, obtaining the right
schedules and information on govern-
ment officials’ tours was another mat-
ter. But, in the words of a French col-
league, “At least someone was there,
ready to help and trying, within the
framework of Greek reality, to help
foreign pressmen.” -

Jan-Iver Askelin, 39, from the con-
servative Swedish daily Svenska Dag-
bladet, describes a scene at the ND
headquarters in Rygillis Street:

“I entered the ND offices expecting
a smooth, almost American-type
approach with efficient staff and a vari-
ety of informative leaflets that would
have made me want at least to buy a
car, if not to write a story.

“Instead, an obese gentleman sat at
reception taking enormous bites out of
a sandwich. (He said his mother had
made it.and asked if I wanted some.

He gulped Coca-Cola in between bouts
of chattering into the receiver of a tele-
phone which appeared to be per-
manently stuck to the side of his head.

“I felt sure I had seen him driving a
trolley the day before. Needless to say,
I got no help from that gentleman ex-
cept wild gesticulations indicating, I
presume, that everybody was either
tied up or at home taking a siesta.”

One up for PASOK’s public rela-
tions image, you ask? Perhaps. But
let’s hear some of the tales other cor-
respondents related, on the verge of
tears as they contemplated flashy
brochures but still lily-white note-
books. Katerina S., of Reuters, was
one of a group of Greek and foreign
journalists travelling by coach to hear
Andreas Papandreou speak in Patras.
“First, the coachdriver got lost. Then,
when we finally arrived in Patras, we
couldn’t find anybody to coordinate
with. And when Papandreou started
speaking, we couldn’t hear a thing over
the rapturous chants and slogans of
the crowd. A group of us who had to
file reports, and therefore needed to
hear what the Prime Minister was
saying, did the only thing possible, and
invaded the apartment of a bed-ridden
grandmother. By standing on the bal-
cony we managed to hear at least
snatches of the speech, until the old
woman’s son complained that so many
people on the tiny balcony would cause
it to collapse. So we moved to the roof
of an apartment block.”

The unwitting (but in the end wise)
descision of New York Times corres-
pondent Henry Kamm to stay in his
air-conditioned Ioannina hotel, and not
hear Mr Papandreou’s speech, caused a
small panic. “Where’s Henry Kamm?”
one PASOK official asked me. “Is he
lost in the crowds?” asked another offi-
cial, gazing with something close to
fear on his face at the jostling, densely-
packed and seemingly never-ending
crowd below. Sighs of relief were audi-
ble when someone announced that Mr
Kamm was more than comfortable in
his hotel waiting to interview the Prime
Minister after his speech to the people.

Norwegian State Radio reporter Gro
Holm’s adventures started well before
election day. On her way to Argas in
the Peloponnese, she met a goatherd
whom she asked to comment on the
elections. He was reluctant to voice an
opinion. His goats, however, were
more than willing — and got 15 seconds
on Norwegian radio. '
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On election night, armed with a
heavy tape recorder, Gro bravely trun-
dled among officials, TV sets, monitor
screens and gasping reporters as the
election results came pouring out.

“Would you like to get some sound
from the cheering PASOK crowds?” I
asked her. Before either of us knew
what was happening, we were swept up
by wave of excited reporters and jum-
bled results and dumped in Syntagma
Square. Outside Parliament a remark-
able scene was taking place. Two
police officers, obviously intoxicated —
if not by a few glasses of ouzo, then by
PASOK’s election victory — were sing-
ing and waving green flags, their pistols
swinging back and forth at their waists.
For Gro, this was an opportunity, even
at 4.30 on a Monday morning, to re-
cord the sounds of a Greek election
victory for transmission to her listeners
in time for their Norwegian breakfast.

We decided to head for Omonia
Square to catch the crowds of PASOK
supporters celebrating victory. The
long march (there wasn’t a taxi to be
found) would, we thought, be worth it
when those chanting green crowds
came into sight. At campaign head-
quarters, however, about a hundred
supporters stood around - in silence.
“Where’s the enthusiasm, the songs of
victory?” Gro asked in despair. How
would she get her sound? But the
crowd was uncooperative — they stood
mesmerized by a television set placed
high above the pavement. The situa-
tion looked desperate.

Then the crowd looked up, as
though electrified. Eyes sparkled,
backs straightened and cigarettes
glowed brighter in the semidarkness.
The sports papers had arrived at the
Omonia kioks, and what better reason
for a PASOK supporter, or any team
supporter for that matter, to be jubi-
lant than the arrival of the soccer re-
sults? Gro then had little trouble in
getting the enthusiastic sounds she
wanted, though neither of us was quite
sure if the crowds were singing “Papan-
dreou we love you” or “Panathinaikos
for the Cup”.

A whole night’s work would be made
more than worthwhile if those uniquely
Greek sounds could now be heard all
over Norway. But as Gro read her re-
port over the phone to Oslo, the tech-
nician decided, on a whim, that sound
from Gréece was unnecessary. “Just
your voice piece will do,” he said.

Ah well. You can’t win them all. Un-
less your name is Papandreou. O
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Restoration of the  Heinrich
Schliemann house in Panepistimiou
Street, a neo-Renaissance landmark by
the architect Ernst Ziller, is nearing
completion at the cost of 160 million
drachmas. The interior of the house is
noted for its elaborate mural decora-
tions, inscriptions and grotesqueries
which in recent years have been
allowed to fall into serious disrepair.
Forty specialists and craftsmen are pre-
paring for the opening of The Exhibi-
tion of Troy which will be yet another
attraction of this year’s Athens as
Cultural Capital of Europe celebra-
tions. Formerly the seat of the Areos
Pagos (Supreme Court), the
Schliemann house will become the
Municipal Museum of Athens.

Academician Panayiotis Zepos, 77,
died in Athens on May 18. Born here
in 1908, he took his doctorate from the
Faculty of Law in 1931. Later he taught
at the Universities of Athens and Thes-
saloniki, and at Cambridge and New
Orleans. Mr Zepos served as Minister
of the Interior in the Government of
National Unity (1974) and subsequent-
ly as Minister of Education for two
years. He was a member of the
Accademia Tibernia in Rome, presi-
dent of the European Cultural Center
of Delphi and president of the
Archaeological Society. In 1970 he was
elected to the Academy of Athens.

Maria Kallinsky Papagos died in
Athens on May 13. She was in her
nineties. The widow of Field Marshal
Alexander Papagos, who led the victo-
rious Greek forces in Albania in 1939
and was several times Prime Minister
in the immediate post-war period, she

was a protégée of Sophia Schliemann

and regarded as one of the great
beauties of belle-epoque Athens. On
the death of her husband 30 years ago,
she founded the Theotokos Orphanage
in his memory and she remained the
president of its directing board until
the time of her death.

Protests by the government, private in-
stitutions and international groups
failed to save the Byzantine church of
Saint George in the suburb of Bakirkoy
(Markyhorio) near the Istanbul Inter-
national Airport. In spite of provisions
stated in the Treaty of Lausanne re-

garding the protection of cultural and-
religious monuments, the outer wall of

the church was demolished to widen a
sidewalk.
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by John C. Loulis
Why PASOK won;
why ND lost

T o those, like this columnist, who
had been closely following the re-
sults of unpublished opinion polls, the
elections produced only one surprise:
the considerable drop in the two com-
munist parties’ support and the corres-
ponding increase in favor of PASOK.
Thus an election that seemed to be
quite close finally ended with a hand-
some PASOK victory.

There is little doubt that if only the
communist parties had held on to their
last year’s Euroelection votes, New
Democracy stood a chance of winning
the 1985 elections. A week before poll-
ing day, KKE support was around 12
percent, with 2.5 percent for the KKE-
Es. It seems, however, that a few days
before the elections, supporters of the
two KKEs chose to listen to Mr Papan-
dreou’s appeal to vote for PASOK and

_thus avert a resurgence of the ‘Right’.

At the same time undecided voters,
who were basically ‘middle of the
road’, did not shift to ND’s side but
were evenly split between the two ma-
jor parties, thus preserving PASOK'’s
continuous, but at some points declin-
ing, lead over New Democracy. Even
without the erosion in communist sup-
port PASOK would have won the elec-
tion, albeit by a considerably narrower
margin.

But why did PASOK preserve most
of its 1981 support and particularly its
backbone — its center-left and centrist
voters? Why did it succeed simul-
taneously in averting an erosion on its
left, as had happened in the Euroelec-
tions? Why did ND, despite increasing
its support, fail to attract PASOK’s
centrist voters? To such questions there
are no clear-cut and incontestable
answers. However some valid hypoth-
eses can be made.

party as a new force, with no links to
the past. It is this approach which
allowed Mr Papandreou to juxtapose
his four years in power with the ‘40
years of the Right’. “How can I put
right in-four years all that was undone
in 40?7 Mr Papandreou was essentially
asking throughout his campaign. It is
important to note that the centrists
who voted for PASOK were not alien-
ated by Mr Papandreou’s approach,
which was implicitly critical of the old
traditional pre-1967 Center. Instead,
for them, PASOK seemed both a fresh
new movement and an extension of
George Papandreou’s tradition.

Another factor that aided PASOK
was Mr Papandreou’s personal charis-
ma. The Prime Minister, particularly as
the campaign came to an end, mel-
lowed down, projecting on television
his customary warm image. There is no
doubt that Mr Papandreou comes
across as a likeable person.

With the economic situation de-
teriorating but with the immediate
effects. of economic decline still not
apparent to most Greeks (as the coun-
try has been borrowing its way out of
the crisis), the ‘second chance’ syn-
drome was strengthened. This develop-
ment was reinforced by the public’s un-
happy memories of the previous ND
administration’s last years when infla-
tion was high and impatience with go-
vernment inefficiency was widespread.

Mr Papandreou’s gamble in deciding
not to support the candidacy of Mr
Karamanlis as President paid off. After
an initial period when PASOK’s cen-
trist voters appeared to be alarmed,
their fears were gradually laid to rest.
With his centrist voters back into the
fold Mr Papandreou could now safely
appeal to the Left.

Why PASOK won

Why ND lost

Possibly the most decisive factor favor-
ing PASOK was an overall mood in the
electorate that the socialists should be
given a ‘second chance’. Few grasped
fully the importance of Mr Papan-
dreou’s successful efforts to present his

To the New Democracy party the elec-
tion returns were a considerable dis-
appointment. The party had waged a
good campaign, modernized as rapidly
as possible and projected a ‘new’
attractive liberal image. All these,
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however, had limited success. True,
ND’s vote had risen by up to five per-
cent from 1981 and three percent since
1984, a significant feat. Nonetheless, it
failed to make considerable inroads
into PASOK’s support and to attract a
large number of crucial centrist voters.
‘What went wrong?

One of the main problems ND’s new
leader Constantine Mitsotakis had to
face was not to do too many things too
quickly. The changes he accomplished
were indeed spectacular, particularly in
the area of modern electioneering
methods. But ND’s new ‘liberal’ image
could not become credible in the span
of a few months and efface the three-
year-old arch-conservative image left
by Mr Averof. The radical departure
from old ways that Mr Mitsotakis en-
couraged needed time before it sank
into the public’s consciousness, and
time was what Mr Mitsotakis primarily
lacked.

Another problem was ND’s hesitan-
cy in criticizing its own past, thus mak-
ing itself less credible when it projected
a new image and a new policy.

Raising the legitimacy of the Sart-
zetakis presidency also did not help
ND, as it allowed Mr Papandreou the
opportunity to portray it as a ‘destabi-
lizing’ force.

Finally, though party ‘renovation’
was partially achieved, such steps were
too cautious in their effort to preserve
fine balances, and thus another factor
that would have reinforced ND’s new
image was not used to maximum effect.

However, whatever its difficulties
and errors, ND certainly emerged from
the 1985 elections as a much stronger
party, more liberal in its outlook, and
more modern in its structure. In effect,
ND now represents a serious challenge
to PASOK and should be - if one is to
judge from its well managed electoral
campaign — a very effective opposition.

With the 1985 elections behind us,
the country should avoid at all cost the
polarizing and divisive rhetoric of the
electoral campaign. Mr Papandreou
has the majority he needs to govern
and deal with Greece’s crucial prob-
lems. Mr Mitsotakis leads a streng-
thened party which has a vital role to
play in the years to come. With a
strong government and a strong
opposition, and with the hope that
some consensus may be reached be-
tween the two parties, it is Greece that
stands to gain. O
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i business watch 2/

Walking an economic tightrope

ven before the dust had settled

from PASOK’s surprisingly strong
win on June 2, businessmen and eco-
nomists were making predictions.

“Only the revitalization of the whole
of the private sector can provide solu-
tions to (Greece’s economic) problems,
which have by now become endemic...
if this objective is pursued with con-
sistency and commitment. . .there will
be immediate, tangible results in all
areas of economic life: production, in-
vestment, exports, and most important-
ly, employment,” said a statement by
the Federation of Greek Industries
(SEB) a mere two days later. SEB said
its members looked forward to a “con-
structive dialogue” with the govern-
ment.

A government economist agreed that
large-scale private investment had de-
clined rapidly over the past 3 1/2 years
as a result of “too much bureaucracy
and interference, and the small scale of
the market,” but added that there were
“some super new little companies” out-
side of Athens, particularly in northern
Greece and in Crete. He foresaw a re-
vival of the Greek economy as it be-
comes more regulated, “more Third
World. There’s a tremendous amount
of fat in this economy. We need to de-
value the drachma, for instance. We
need to become more efficient. A lot
of people will be hurt, will kick and
scream.”

A big name in private business has
started a venture capital fund for small
and medium-sized businesses, through
a series of partnerships. “If we stay
small, we will survive,” he says, ticking
off a list of four new companies he
wants to start. At least two depend on
the Bank of Greece, where loan ap-
plications have been stalled for five
months or more. He believes the
already bottom-heavy Greek economy
will become even more so with almost
entirely low-profile small and medium-
sized businesses. Even now, about 93
percent of industrial and handicraft
businesses have fewer than ten em-
ployees. _

The days of big business, privately
owned, are numbered. The last of the
big names have run into financial diffi-
culties; many of them are on the verge

of being named ‘problematic’ and,

therefore, subject to government
takeover of their management. Even
Titan Cement, one of the very few still-
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~cent for the public sector;

profitable large Greek companies
which are not over-indebted to state-
controlled banks, may be a government
takeover target, the economist says.
“They have this Damocles’ sword
hanging over their heads. The govern-
ment accused them of over-pricing by
69 percent. Now if the government
wants to play a political game, Titan is
in a precarious position.”

While private businessmen think pri-
vate investment should be stimulated,
so does the IMF. In the latest staff re-
port, issued in mid-May, the IMF cau-
tions that to reach government econo-
mic objectives, “private investment
would have to increase substantially
more than originally forecast — in con-
trast to average annual declines ex-
ceeding eight percent for the past five
years — to achieve the levels projected
for 1985. The urgency to adopt mea-
sures to contain the growing fiscal de-
ficits and to reverse the trend of private
investment is highlighted by (new)
data. The slight increase in investment
in the manufacturing sector and the
strong recovery in agricultural invest-
ment will need to be built upon to
accelerate the needed restructuring of
the Greek economy.”

The trend, meanwhile, is toward a
larger role for the public sector. The
1985 government monetary program
provides for a growth of about 28 per-
which
absorbs a growing share of available re-
sources. The public sector deficit, at
the same time, is expected to increase
from 15.7 percent of GDP in 1984 to
16.4 percent in 1985. More and more
of the credit available through Greek
banks will finance small and medium-
sized businesses (farms and hand-
icrafts) and  government-managed
problematic enterprises, which now
number around 40 and have total debts
of nearly 170 billion drs and almost
30,000 employees.

There is some doubt, though,
whether the = problematic company
program will expand. First, Stylios

Panagopoulos, governor of the Nation-
al Bank of Greece, and the chief credi-
tor of such firms, said in his 1984

' annual report, issued on May 30, that

the funds to finance such enterprises
were already stretched to the limit.
Second, a court case contesting the
program’s constitutionality could make
it invalid. Alekos Kefalas, former own-

er of Athens Papermill SA, named
problematic early in 1984 and taken
over by government-appointed mana-
gers, is appealing against the state
takeover, which he calls “a sort of con-
fiscation of property without indemni-
ty”, on the grounds that he was thereby
unconstitutionally deprived of his prop-
erty. The case, which has twice been
postponed, is now scheduled for Octo-
ber.

Over ‘the past 3 1/2 years, the gov-
ernment has moved slowly but inexor-
ably toward increasing what Prime
Minister Andreas Papandreoou terms
“social control” of certain key sectors
of the economy, from cement to miner-
als, either through outright purchase or
through acquisition of a majority share-
holding. From 1982 to 1984, the prop-
ortion of industrial production owned
or controlled by the state increased
from six percent to 45 percent. SEB
says that 17 of the top 50 Greek indus-
tries are now state-owned and man-
aged, and that these 17 represent 50
percent of the top 50’s total capital
worth.

SEB President Theodore Papalex-
opoulos says productivity is declining,
or at best has stopped falling, while in-
dustrial production showed some im-
provement in 1984 over 1983, but was
still lower than in 1979. Capital returns
in industry, he says, are in a state of
constant decline. Losses in 1982 and
1983 exceeded profits for the first time
in the post-war era.

Conversations in business circles
over the past couple of years have been
rife with talk that the new state-
appointed managers, either former
bureaucrats or managers without ex-
perience in their new company’s field,
would accelerate debt accumulation
and lose market position. Many a busi-
ness commentator’s fears were well
founded. Several companies lost cus-
tomers due to changes in sales staff and
falling morale, and old debts to banks
and suppliers went unpaid indefinitely.

Former Industry Minister Stephanos
Manos, whose conservative govern-
ment made excessively large loans to
failing Greek industries in order to pro-
tect jobs and productivity, says that the
incentives, such as salaries, for govern-
ment managers are much less and “by
definition connot be as good as pri-
vate.” He says that New Democracy, if
it had come to power, would have let
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all problematic companies revert to pri-
vate management, not necessarily
under their former owners, but under
groups of Greek and foreign investors.
“That doesn’t mean there won’t be
some casualties, because some won’t
stand on their feet,” he says. Although
accepting his party’s responsibility for
over-financing such companies in the
1970s, he contends that the socialist
government’s tight price controls,
which have never kept pace with infla-
tion rates of 25 to 18 percent, were the
real culprits in huge losses by industry.

At SEB’s annual meeting in May,
Papalexopoulos linked industrial recov-
ery to a significant upturn in the eco-
nomy in general. He proposed reduc-
ing the 1984 inflation rate of 18.5 per-
cent chiefly by bringing down consum-
er expenditures, channelling resources
from consumption to productive invest-
ment, and restoring a competitive mar-
ket unencumbered by an “overgrown”
public sector and “monopolistic” state
enterprises.

The Prime Minister himself had little
to say to assuage private businessmen’s
fears at a post-election press confer-
ence on June 5. While Papandreou was
quick to tick off a list of economic
goals, on which he said the government
would concentrate in the immediate fu-
ture, he had little to say about how he

would achieve them. He made no men-
tion of austerity measures, widely re-
garded as necessary to thin out the
flabby Greek economy.

Papandreou talked at great length
about his general economic objectives.
He spoke of the gravity of Greece’s
economic shortfalls. Reduction of the
balance of payments and public sector
deficits would be the first targets in the
medium term, for “stabilization of the
Greek economy”, he promised, term-
ing them very serious problems that
“we can’t ignore”.

He said inflation, too, is a priority,
and noted that, although the govern-
ment was “satisfied” with a drop of
approximately eight points in four
years, “the gap is to be reduced” in line
with European inflation rates, which
have decelerated more rapidly and
average three times less than Greece’s
1984 rate of 18.5 percent.

Papandreou was at a loss to explain
how he would lower consumer prices,
the measure of inflation in Greece, and
reduce deficits while at the same time
protecting workers’ earnings. He called
improved productivity “the major axis
to control both deficits and inflation”.
There were strong indications his doc-
trine of income redistribution would re-
main solidly in place, including his sys-
tem of automatic wage indexation in

the public sector and farmer income
stabilization measures. “One of the
reasons for a slow lowering of inflation
has been the conscmus protectlon of
workers’ income.” Greece is the only
European country doing this, he said,
“because we came to power with full
popular support”.

The only problem the government
hasn’t been able to solve is unemploy-
ment, he said. It stands at 8.1 percent
overall and 10.5 percent in urban and
semi-urban areas, according to IMF fi-
gures. He called the reduction of un-
employment “one of the most impor-
tant targets in the medium term”. _

For the long term, Papandreou
noted his- “commitment” to increase
the current 2.2 percent GNP growth
rate to five percent after four years
“which means a return to the former
growth rate for this country” during its
industrial revolution in the 1960s and
1970s. To make this possible, he prom-
ised “rapid measures in state-backed
industrial development, not for show-
case projects, but for a real industrial
sector policy to show an increase in in-
dustrial productivity.” Improving tech-
nology, he said, would be “a question
of survival”.

Will he be able to do it? Business-
men will just have to wait and see.

- Takis Georgiou
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The state of politics in Greece

Respected New Democracy MP and head of
ND’s Press and Information Service Sotiris

S. Papapolitis agreed to this exclusive
interview with The Athenian’s political analyst

- by Richard C. Carpenter

Sotiris S. Papapolitis

of Parliament from the New
Democracy party, was born in
1942. He is a graduate of Athens Law
School, where he studied law, econo-
mics, and political science. He taught

S otiris S. Papapolitis, a member

political theory in the department of .

political economy at the University of
Toronto, and at York University
(Toronto) he taught political and eco-
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nomic theory, ideology and the politics
of violence, and public and internation-
al law.

A member of the Greek Parliament
since 1974, he has also served as a
permanent representative to the Coun-
cil of Europe (1975-77), a member of
the New Democracy party’s Adminis-
trative Council (1979-81), and as the
secretary general of the Planning,

Housing and Environment Ministry
(1981). Since January 1984, Mr Papa-
politis has headed the New Democra-
cy’s Press and Information Service.

Variously described by fellow parlia-
mentarians as “fiery”, “dynamic” and
“a cool technocrat”, Mr Papapolitis
commands respect not simply because
of his credentials, but as one who
speaks from the inner strength of well-
reasoned conviction. As one of his
political opponents put it: “He is
perhaps the most erudite gentleman in
today’s Parliament.”

Mr Papapolitis consented to this ex-

clusive interview with the stipulation
that for personal and tactical reasons
he would state only some of his points.
Q: Beginning with the broad strokes,
how would you interpret the election
results and what do you see as their
chief implications?
A: At the outset, I wish to make it
absolutely clear that I shall not en-
deavor into in-depth interpretations of
the election results or an in-depth criti-
que of possible errors and/or weaknes-
ses which the New Democracy party
suffered from or exhibited during the
electoral campaign. The reasons are,
firstly, because I find it inadvisable to
begin a critique the very next day after
the elections. Surely, there were many
more days before the elections for voic-
ing any critique whatsoever. Secondly,
because a critique against any wrong
action or omission should be primarily
echoed inside the party, through the
procedures that our indeed democratic
party regulations provide for. Thirdly,
and this is a very personal feeling, I
would hate to level any critique what-
soever immediately after the loss of the
elections. It simply isn’t fair. For vic-
tory has many fathers, whereas loss is
an orphan. Any critique, no matter
how strong and severe, yet definitely in
bona fide, can start against anyone, in
fact, from June 17 onwards, when Par-
liament is seated. With this under-
standing firmly in mind, I return to
your question.

Although the Greek people chose to
re-elect Andreas Papandreou and
PASOK for a second term, it is simul-
taneously necessary to point up the fact
that the New Democracy party gar-
nered an impressive 41 percent at the
polls. Not only did New Democracy in-
crease in terms of percentages, but it is
presently the most powerful opposition
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party in Western Europe.

Naturally, the election results are
open to a wide variety of interpreta-
tions. One of these is that x number of
voters did not actually vote so much in
favor of PASOK as they voted, in real-
ity, against the so-called ‘right’. This, I
believe, is indicative of the conceptual
climate manufactured and shaped by
PASOK propaganda, on the one hand,
and Communist Party propaganda, on
the other. The ‘right’ has attained the
status of a political slur or animadver-
sion. Consequently, this has to be eli-
minated.

Still, it would be grossly inaccurate
to assume from this that the majority
of the Greeks voted pro-Marxism. Not
so. The proof that the people would
not have voted in favor of Marxism is
evident in Mr Papandreou’s conspi-
cuous avoidance of the word ‘socialism’
throughout his campaign. He never
uttered the word. Nor did he refer to
his much-beloved brainchild, the “third
road to socialist transformation”. Note
as well that PASOK steered clear of
these ideas within the context of their
poster campaigns. Pro-Marxism would
not have sold well.

The people moved to hand PASOK
another chance no doubt with the feel-
ing that Mr Papandreou would make
the state function during his second
term in the manner that it did not and
could not function during his first term.
It is unfortunate but true that, no mat-
ter which government has held power
through the years, the emphasis of
‘partics’ — that is, party politics — has
been the state. According to the aver-
age Greek, for instance, a state posi-
tion is considered as offering greater

ism should primarily be political and
social liberalism.

Liberalism in this country should not
be confused with liberalism as experi-
enced elsewhere in the western world.
Here we use the term with its literal
translation: a love of freedom — and the
right to and for freedom, which, of
course, entails the liberty of personal
initiative in the economic sector.

Q: In comparison and contrast, how
would you critique the campaigns of
New Democracy and PASOK? What
were their respective strengths and
weaknesses?

A: In short, PASOK’s campaign was

contributed greatly to the solution of
many social problems confronting this
nation. I am sure that from the funds
spent on campaigns — roughly five bil-
lion drachmas — at least two universi-
ties and two hospitals could have been
built. Instead, we had paper,
brochures, and colors thrown all over
Greece, polluting everything along the
way.

Q: In your opinion, under what sort of
conditions did the elections take place?
A: T would have to respond that the
methods used to usurp the votes were
very scientifically planned. There was
widespread terrorization - that is,

“The Metamorphoses are not only the work of
Ovid, they also seem to be the talent of

Mr Papandreou... the only predictability of
Mr Papandreou is his unpredictability.”

lavish, while New Democracy’s was
moderate. PASOK’s campaign was
multifaceted, whereas New Democra-
cy’s was limited to and by its priorities.
The strength of PASOK’s campaign
was that being multifaceted and multi-
colored — where their distinctive party
green was peculiarly eliminated — aided
a more catholic seizure of votes.

The campaign of New Democracy
was the total responsibility of the
American firm, Sawyer, and, in my
opinion, they grasped neither the men-
tality nor the psychology nor the histor-
ical experiences of the Greek people as
thoroughly as did the equally American
firm, long employed by PASOK,
Hamilton, which was more in touch
with these essential factors and did a

“Everything is going to be excused in the name of
(a) ‘eovernment of change’. This is the beginning

of the application of Qaddafian ‘principles’.
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security than a position in private en-
terprise.

Another interpretation of the elec-
tion results is that the message of the
liberal New Democracy did not reach
the vast majority of the people. It did
not reach them literally or metaphor-
ically. It was not adequately explained
to them on their own terms or within
their frames of reference. In other
cases, it was set forth as a liberalism
with no frontiers: an all-encompassing
rather than a self-restrained liberalism.
To deal in a liberalism with no frontiers
— that is, a liberalism that is not self-

contained, not self-restrained, not self- " -

disciplined — is to deal with paradoxes
in Greek reality. The thrust of liberal-

THE ATHENIAN JULY 1985

far better job than Sawyer.

PASOK’s campaign was multifaceted
in that there wasn’t a single item on
which they did not touch in some way.
For each and every social class, for
each and every problem, PASOK had

a poster. They used lavish publications,

brochures, and, in fact, brochures for
each and every social category which
were sent by mail. This latter fact
points up the unbelievable amount of
money thrown about by PASOK in
their campaign. '

At this point, I would like to add
that if all the money tossed about for
paper, brochures, colors, et cetera, had
been channeled towards worthwhile
national targets, these funds could have

psychological pressure and intimidation
— plus means which do not demons-
trate, let alone prove, the existence of
political morality.

To instantiate: the very fact that
PASOK blocked the tickets of Olympic
Airways — having planes flying nearly
empty and not allowing seats to New
Democracy supporters or to the New
Democracy party — is, I believe, indica-
tive of the climate of the elections and
the methods applied. Moreover, I find
it characteristic and symptomatic of the
mentality of PASOK’s hard-core fol-
lowers.

And, of course, we could talk for
hours of the massive appointments and
hirings — even of New Democracy’s
people — just before the elections, in
the public services and public organiza-
tions, in order to coerce support at the
polls by calling into payment a moral
obligation to the presumed benefactor,
thus engaging in vote hustling. Natural-
ly, there was a considerable influence
gained through the monotonic and fas-
cist television programming, which has
become a propaganda weapon of
tremendous importance for PASOK.

What more do you want for exam-
ples? These are plenty.

Q: Turning to the Communist Party of
Greece, what role do you believe they
will be playing now, and what effect
will their reduced parliamentary pre-
sence have on Mr Papandreou’s second
term?

A: First, I want to make the point that
nobody, probably not even the Com-
munist Party, had expected that they
would experience such a loss of votes
in favor of PASOK. But I believe it is
both fair and true to assert that a size-
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able number of Communist Party vo-
ters were deeply alarmed by the dimen-
sions and enthusiasm of the New
Democracy rally at Syntagma Square
just a few days before the elections.
Their alarm and anti-Right sentiments
set them gathering about PASOK to
vote in Mr Papandreou’s favor — not
just for the sake of re-electing PASOK,
but for the goal of not having New
Democracy back in power.

Yet a good portion of the Commun-
ist voters should not have forgotten
that it was New Democracy that legiti-
matized the Greek Communist Party.
Nor should they have forgotten that
during New Democracy governments
the political tolerance of disagreement
was existent and impeccable, whereas
during the PASOK government it has
been at best hypocritical. There has
been tolerance with words, particularly
in announcements through television
and through Parliament, but in action,
in practice, there has been intolerance
— an intolerance concerning all parties
other than PASOK. But what is the
most important thing is that New
Democracy partisans did not vote for
PASOK. Communist partisans did.

Now, as to the reduced parliamen-
tary presence of the Communist Party,
I do not believe that it will affect any
more or any less Mr Papandreou’s
second term. But I wish to make the
distinction between their parliamentary
presence and their ‘street’ presence.

I believe that the Communist Party
will accentuate and accelerate its dyna-
mic presence against the PASOK gov-
ernment. To some degree, the Com-
munist Party has its fair share of re-

This is something that Mr Papan-
dreou is bound to use to his advantage.
He will address himself to the neo-
democrats and the wavering centrists,
as well as to certain governments in
other countries, maintaining that, in
fact, Papandreou and PASOK are
targets of Communist fury.

This would be intended to bolster
some of the political neologisms we
have been hearing from certain di-
plomatic representatives in Greece, to
the effect that PASOK is there to stop
the flow of votes to the Communist
Party. But the argumentation is para-
doxical: on the one hand, I cannot see
how PASOK would stop the flow of

“Television... has
become a propaganda
weapon of tremendous
importance for PASOK.”

votes to the Communist Party, not,in
1981 or ’85, but in *87, in ’88, in ’90. In
the same way, he could not stop the
flow of PASOK MPs to the Communist
Party. And, on the other hand, why?
What purpose does this serve when the
Communist Party is never going to
come to power, whereas PASOK has
come to power? In many cases, con-
sidering its policies, principles, and
practices, PASOK is the effectual
Communist Party.

Q: Is there any evidence for the theory
that a covert pact existed between
PASOK and the Communist Party,
thus allowing for greater support for
PASOK at the polls?

A: There is no substantial evidence for

“This ideological racism, this green Aryan race,
employs mudslinging instead of free argumentation,
muckracking instead of evidence, logic, decency.”

sponsibility for PASOK’s intolerance
against its political opponents, as well
as for some of PASOK’s antidemocra-
tic measures — the most renowned of
which is Article 4, prohibiting pub-
lic sector employees the right to strike.
So, naturally, at this time the Com-
munist Party needs to justify its exist-
ence by stopping its fellow-traveller
and passive-observer functions.

As a consequence, we are more Or
less destined to hear more criticism;
the difference being that during
PASOK’s second term the criticism will

be acuter and stronger than before..

The strongest will be in the ‘street’ pre-
sence of the Communist Party, in terms
of strikes and protest rallies.
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that. There were some rumors, but we
cannot possibly rely on those. Unless I
have substantial evidence in my own
hands, I just couldn’t claim that.

The very fact, however, that the
Communist Party now runs the risk of
not being recognized as a party per se
in Parliament, demonstrates the panic
and hysteria of some of its followers
against the so-called ‘right’. This is a
huge problem for the Communists,
although I am relatively certain that
some ‘middle ground’ solution will be
found, for obvious reasons, so that
they can be recognized as a party in

" Parliament.

Q: Is that a real possibility within the
regulations of Parliament as they

stand?

A: Everything is possible according to
PASOK ‘interpretations’. PASOK
made it possible to have a President of
the Republic elected via ‘interpreta-
tions’.

Q: Shortly after the elections, Mr
Papandreou made the remark that all
‘pockets’ of opposition which wished to
undermine the mission of PASOK
would be confronted immediately and
severely. What are your impressions of
this remark? Do you think it will be
translated into action?

A:1 believe that this statement proves
the persona and the person, whereby
Mr Papandreou drops the persona and
reveals the person. It is a clear-cut
threat. It demonstrates an absolutist if
not a totalitarian mentality which has
been put into practice in the past and
now is put into words as well. It can be
said. to have been put into action
already, owing to the fact that civil ser-
vants not belonging to PASOK are
persecuted. It is a threat to any oppo-
nent of PASOK, anyone who voices
objections to PASOK’s plans, mea-
sures, policies. Everything is going to
be excused in the name of PASOK’s
‘government of change’. This is the be-
ginning of the application of Qaddafian
‘principles’.

Q: At this point, what does the future
of the New Democracy party look like?
A: The future of New Democracy will
be whatever New Democracy makes it.
Once the unity of the masses of citizens
rallying behind New Democracy is firm
and sturdy, all that is required from the
leadership is a well-calculated, scientifi-
cally programmed, genuinely articu-
lated, and honestly explained and
assumed struggle for true democracy in
this nation, for the protection of the
rights of all Greeks.

Q: But does this not presuppose a res-
toration of political normalcy, the eli-
mination of artifical tensions, polariza-
tion, psychological intimidation tactics,
and so forth?

A: A political party which holds
dearest the principles of liberty and
democracy cannot remain idle or be
paralyzed if political normalcy is not
maintained in the country in which that
party exists. Much more so with New
Democracy, for New Democracy be-
lieves in liberty, freedom, democracy,
and the personal dignity of the human
being, as well as in the protection of
painfully acquired property. We have
the obligation to struggle and fight for
the restoration of a true democracy.
Therefore, if conditions of political
normalcy are not maintained, it will be
our sacred national duty to ensure that
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they are. This means a struggle of grea-
ter intensity for the application of con-
stitutional order and for the existence
of a genuine parliamentary democracy.
I believe that we have the determina-
tion, the means, and the guts to
achieve this.

Q: Various Western diplomats have
publicly speculated of late that Mr
Papandreou will adopt a more con-
servative line in foreign policy during
his second term. Do you see any justi-
fications for this sort of optimism?

A: The Metamorphoses are not only
the work of Ovid, they also seem to be
the talent of Mr Papandreou. I would
not be surprised if Mr Papandreou
temporarily ‘switches on’ a pseudocon-
servative line and makes some minor
changes in foreign policy. But all that
will be done is just chamfering the
edges a bit.

Mr Papandreou will select from his
abundant armory of personae another
persona of “center-line understanding”
but the essence will remain the same. I
believe that the only predictability of
Mr Papandreou is his unpredictability.
Words and deeds are so far attesting to
and confirming this fact.

Ultimately, what is demanded is that
whatever Mr Papandreou does finally
favors the Greek people and Greece
and brings them no harm. I am afraid
that the evidence, however, has shown
that most of his deeds do harm the
Greek people and our national in-
terests abroad. His deeds may have
temporarily satisfied a good portion of
the Greek people. But the essence of
politics is not temporariness. It is stable
foundations for long-term benefits of
the country. It is precisely this latter
which is desperately non-existent in the
history of Mr Papandreou and the
PASOK movement.

Q: During the electoral campaign, you
made some references in your speeches
to PASOK’s “ideological racism” and
“political necrophilia”. Would you
kindly dilate on these points?

A: By “ideological racism”, I refer to
the creation of a green Aryan race con-
sisting mainly of hard-core PASOXKites.
I believe this term very accurately de-
scribes their mentality of perceived
‘democratic’ superiority and that they
hold a monopoly on ‘democratic’ prin-
ciples, sensitivities and actions. This
ideological racism contends that all
those who do not espouse the PASOK
tenets of the “third road to socialism”
are non-democrats and even non-
patriots.. What this green Aryan race
proves in daily political and party prac-
tice is that all those who do not share
their views and beliefs are to be consi-
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dered as a danger to the ‘democratic
régime’ and the ‘democratic evolution’
of this nation.

Such deliberately blind positions,
credos and actions, in fact such danger-
ous party monomanias, establish the
foundations of a one-party totalitarian
régime, the aims of which are the sub-
ordination of democracy and the con-
stitution to party interests, goals, and
expediencies, plus ‘the subjugation of
free and democratic institutions, such
as syndicalism, to a one-party-state
mentality dictated by the party robotics
of the hard-core PASOKites.

This ideological racism, this green

“During the PASOK
government, the
political tolerance of
disagreement has been
at best hypocritical.”

Aryan race, employs mudslinging in-
stead of free argumentation, muckrak-
ing instead of evidence, logic, decency.
The political ethos and morality of
democracy is substituted by a party
Machiavellianism.

Part of this ideological racism -
which serves one-party purposes, but
serves neither democracy nor the mod-
ernization of basic institutions, and de-
finitely does not in any way assist the
progress and prosperity of the people —
is “political necrophilia”. By this term,
I refer to the permanent and deliberate
references, by Mr Papandreou primari-
ly, to the past. I have often said that
Greece’s past, in the immediate post-
war period, is full of confusion, errors,
and inadmissible situations. Suffice it
to say that during the post-war years
Greece suffered a terrible fratricide,

liberate and planned, or impulsive and
haphazard — should have been a pro-
found lesson to all of those who com-
mitted those errors, who were re-
sponsible for those historical mishap-
penings. At this juncture, I wish to
stress as strongly as I can that the re-
sponsibility rests with all sides con-
cerned. I think it ill-advised to cast

~ stones against one another for actions

and deeds performed 30 and 40 years
ago.

Instead, what we must destroy, what
we must totally and completely eradi-
cate, is the mentality that led this coun-
try to these disasters. Those who finally
paid the full bill were the people and
the nation, not the leadership which
was responsible for all these grave mis-
takes. By not referring to the specifics
of these long-past deeds does not mean
that the mistakes are forgiven, only
that we learn from these mistakes and
proceed to co-acceptance: the mutual
respect for the beliefs, ideas and poli-
tical theses of one another.

The gravest crime of the political
necrophilia exhibited by Mr Papan-
dreou and the hard-core PASOKites is
the way they have dichotomized the
Greek people along party lines — divid-
ing them into the ‘greens’ and the
‘blues’ — by pandering to deep-seated
passions and exploiting fanaticisms.

We cannot maintain democracy as a
dead letter or as an empty word
echoing from electoral campaign balco-
nies. This I believe to be our most
sacred and primary debt to our people,
our country, and to true democracy.

Lack of arguments, lack of truly
democratic deeds, lack of credibility
may all provide the outlet for cowar-
dice in the form of political necrophi-
lia. But it does not solve the caustic
problems of Greece. Nor does it pave

“Mr Papandreou and the hard-core PASOKites ...
have dichotomized the Greek people along party
lines... by pandering to deep-seated passions

and exploiting fanaticisms.”

the wounds of which, instead of re-
maining or becoming didactic scars, be-
came bleeding wounds. These wounds
were re-opened by PASOK.

New Democracy made a great step
forward. A step towards reconciliation,
fraternization, sound constitutionalism,
and healthy parliamentarianism: the
legitimization of the Communist Party

"of Greece.

Old errors, old tragedies, and all old
historical mishappenings — either de-

the way for a democratic and prosper-
ous future, towards which the politics
and politicians of this country must be
oriented for the sake of progress and
development, for the sake of the
esence of democracy, and, after all —
and we had best keep this fully fore-
most in mind — for their own sake pri-
marily.
Copyright 1985 by Sotiris S. Papapolitis

and Richard C. Carpenter.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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The dramatic long curve of the
elling strangers about one’s

I favorite Aegean island is the

rough equivalent of an Eski-
mo’s ‘lending’ his wife to warm the bed
of his frostbitten guest. But keeping
Santorini, or Thera, to oneself would
be even more sinful: the “black pearl
of the Aegean” is an island you must
not miss.

Volcanic Santorini, with its black
beaches (its still-active volcano ex-
ploded c. 1550 BC with a bang that
would make the eruption of Krakatoa
sound like the pop of a champagne
cork in comparison) is an island that in-
vites, demands, simile and metaphor.
Otherwise, the simple human mind
can’t quite take it in. Just as a friend of
mine once remarked that the Alps

‘Captain’ Emmanuel Sigalas of Firostefani
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western coast of Saniorini/Thera, with the village of Oia in the foreground and Fira in the distance

leave very little room for egotists: in
Switzerland, so I would say that some-
one who grows up within sight of those
stunning thousand-foot-high cliffs can-
not see himself as more than a speck
on God’s, or the Devil’s, map.

Bent, an early Hellenic traveller,
found Thera “fascinating in its hideous-
ness,” and thought it was surely the
Beast (6nplov) named in the Book of
Revelations by Saint John of Patmos,
who might well have seen the volcano
in eruption.

Robert Liddell, writing in 1954, two
years before the island’s devastatingly
destructive 1956 earthquake, described
Santorini’s visual impact as “Light and
line. The light as beautiful as anywhere
in the Aegean... the line... at least fan-
tastic.”

But Liddell, too, noted uneasily, “In
some lights, Thera is like nothing so
much as a vast lower jaw, with a good
many teeth missing: there is something
dental, even gingival about its appear-
ance. It is the model of a monster’s jaw
made by an infernal dentist.”

The island has always elicited this
somewhat schizophrenic response, de-
scriptions of it reflecting terror and
euphoria in equal measure. So perhaps
it’s no surprise that it still goes by two
names: Santorini, after the island’s pat-
ron saint, the martyr Irini of Thessalo-
niki who died there in exile in 304; and
Thera, after the colonizer, King Theras
of Sparta, son of Autesion. Beauty,
and the Beast. Two names; two faces.

But on one thing, all visitors concur:
Santorini is a dramatic apparition on
anyone’s horizon. And to experience

s, 3L

its full impact one must arrive by ship,
preferably at night.

Situated on the southern periphery of
the Cyclades island group, Santorini is
some 220 km south of the port of
Piraeus, and 112 km north of Crete. In
fact, on a rare clear day, the great Cre-
tan massif may be glimpsed from the
giddy elevation of the monastery ter-
race atop the church of Profitis Ilias.

As you approach the island from the
north, after 12 to 15 hours at sea, San-
torini seems at first just another vine-
and-chapel dotted Cycladic isle. Then,
rounding the cape and entering the gulf '
between Therasia and Thera, your
head flies back in astonishment. Even
the most jaded traveller sits back on his
or her proverbial heels.

The western coast of Santorini con-
sists of precipitous cliffs which loom
above the gawking tourist on the
steamer’s deck, curving around the
giant bay like a jagged crescent moon.
You and the deceptively innocent fat
star shape of the crater are the only in-
habitants of the great sea-filled caldera,
formed when the volcano blew its top
in the second millenium BC.

What’s left of the island once called
Strongyle (the Round One) and Kal-
liste (the Fairest One) was perhaps best
renamed by the Turks who called it
Degelmenlik, or “We are not coming
back!”

Today, Santorini is really an unstable
cluster of five islands: Thera, Therasia,
Palea Kameni (which surfaced in 196
BC) Nea Kameni (1711-12 AD) and
tiny Aspronisi. And since it is still 80
degrees Celsius out there in the center
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Santorini / Thera:

— and you can go take a peek into the
cone if you dare — you get the distinct
feeling it’s not all over yet.

When the boat puts in at Oia, Fira or
Athinios, one is only too glad to put a
little distance  between oneself and the
volcano.

Dangerous as this island has always
been, set at the uncertain juncture of
two vast tectonic plates, it has been
attracting visitors — colonists, crusad-
ers, pirates and tourists — for some
5000 years.

Thera was inhabited as early as the
third millenium BC; the oldest pottery
finds on the island belong to the second
phase of Early Cycladic civilization (c.
3200-2000 BC).

The world-famous excavations at
Akrotiri on Thera’s south coast (see
The Athenian, October 1984) have re-
vealed a high level of sophisticated civi-
lization during the island’s next major
period, the Middle Cycladic (2000-
¢.1550 BC).

Begun by Professor Spyridon Mari-
natos in 1967, and carried on, after
Marinatos’ death at the site, by his col-
league Dr Christos Doumas, the Akro-
tiri dig has yielded an array of Bronze
Age treasures.

The picture that has emerged of Ae-
gean life in the 20th century BC is a
startling one. Akrotirians, Doumas be-
lieves, were essentially the merchant
marine of Minoan Crete, and plied
their trade over perhaps the entire
Mediterranean in great ships some 30
meters long and manned by 20 to 40
oarsmen.

Their capital on Thera’s coast,

THE ATHENIAN JULY 1985

EMIL MORIANNIDIS

Beauty and the Beast

by Elizabeth Boleman Herring

its archaeological trea |
the grandeur of its volc:
Santorini never fails to ;

directly to the north of Crete, is a sort
of fossilized portrait of what life was
like throughout the entire Aegean at
that time. Buried by thick deposits of
ash in the monstrous eruption of c.
1550 BC, the city was beautifully pre-
served. Twoand three-storey dwellings
face onto an elegant little triangular
square. Indoor plumbing is connected
to a public drainage system beneath the
city streets. Frescoes adorn the walls of
every residence. The dress, the pas-

times, the flora and fauna, the great
fleets and distant ports of call observed
by these Bronze Age Onassises and
Niarchoses — all have been immortal-
ized on the walls of Akrotiri.

Though the frescoes and many of the
site’s rich finds are still on loan to the
Archaeological Museum in Athens, Dr
Doumas looks forward to their return
to Thera, when a new museum will be
ready to receive them in the island’s
capital. But the site itself, where the

Dimitris Tsitouras’ view of the volcano
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Church and Venetian goulas or fort, near Emborion

dig is still in progress and yielding new
buildings, frescoes and artifacts, is
open to the public and well worth a
visit. After a trip by caique to a stun-
ning red-pebbled beach (named,
appropriately, Red Beach), the re-
sourceful tourist can view the dig,
swim, and purchase poly-bags of deli-
cious tiny Santorini tomatoes and yel-
low Theran fava (split peas) at the en-
trance to Akrotiri, all in the same day.

The flourishing life of Akrotiri ended
dramatically with the great eruption of
the volcano. Doumas says, “It seems
that minor tremors preceded major
earthquakes. People evacuated and,
therefore, we don’t find victimsY" Nor
has any gold been found. Forewarned,
the Akrotirians might have had time to
gather their valuables.

The buildings at Akrotiri suffered
considerable damage in the quakes,
and there is evidence that at least some
residents may have returned and were
undertaking repairs when disaster
struck. Still, even they may have had
time to board their vessels and flee to
neighboring islands. Ios, Sikinos, Fole-
gandros and Anafi are all visible from
Thera on a clear day.

The final cataclysm began with a fine
rain of pumice which covered the en-
tire circular island, and Bronze Age life
ended on Santorini. A following
paroxysm  brought forth coarser
pumice, which reaches a thickness of
50 cm in the area of the excavation.
Elegant Akrotiri was now buried, like

Pompeii and Herculaneum, but pre-.

served for posterity.
In the final explosion, the whole
cone of the volcano disappeared,
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blown sky-high. The volcano’s shell,
hollowed out after the ejection of cubic
miles of matter, collapsed, the sea
rushed in, and the present, deceptively
peaceful-looking lagoon was born.
There would be other eruptions, and
many other earthquakes, but the giant
was beheaded.

No one rebuilt Akrotiri, needless to
say, but Santorini was to foster yet
another major civilization, on higher
ground to the north-east.

Travellers today may reach the site
of Ancient Thera by means of a tor-
tuous cobbled road straight up the face

SIAINNYIHOW I3

of the 369-meter promontory of Mesa
Youno. Rental cars and donkeys will
have no trouble, and bus tours may be
joined out of Fira, but I would not try
the ascent with a mo-ped.

The ancient city itself occupies a diz-
zy acropolis on the spine of the moun-
tain, and has the appearance of a com-
pact narrow ship in a sea of air, sheer
drops on all sides. Clearly, these peo-
ple, like the great Garbo, wanted to be
alone.

Archaic tombs show that Ancient
Thera was in existence before the ninth
century BC. Most of the monuments,
however, belong to the era of the
Ptolemies (300-145 BC) - the Egyp-
tians maintained a garrison there to
keep an eye on the Aegean.

Doumas’ Santorini: A Guide to the
Island and Its Archaeological Treasures
is a useful aid to making sense of the
site, as most of the structures have
been levelled over the years, the lime-
stone blocks hauled away to build
Christian churches or converted into
whitewash.

The agora, Roman baths and theatre
are still recognizable, and the Terrace
of the Festivals, dating from the sixth
century BC, has some interesting fea-
tures.

This terrace was the religious center
of the oldest Doric cults and on it were
celebrated the gymnopaediai, or dances
of naked boys, in honor of the Car-
neian Apollo.

Even today, visitors can still see graf-
fiti, or Lieblingsnamen, the names of
the dancing boys scratched into the

Katerina Dendrinou, at work on an EOT carpet
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rock by their admirers. Such inscrip-
tions as “Laquididas is fine,” and
“Eumelos is the best dancer,” illustrate
some of the earliest known Greek
alphabetic writing. A helpful guard will
show the modern visitor where to look.

The Dorian society of Ancient Thera
was isolationist, conservative and pro-
tected atop its rocky fortress, but then,
as now, the terrible pressure of drought
was the island’s foremost foe. And it
was a long drought that forced the in-
habitants of Ancient Thera into an un-
characteristic act: colonization.

Grinus, a Theran king, was ordered
by the Delphic oracle to found a colony
in Libya, so the story goes. Not know-
ing where this Libya was, he did no-
thing, and seven years of drought en-
sued. The Therans sent another embas-
sy to Delphi and were reminded of
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German watercolorist, picturesque Oia in the background

their negligence. Thus they were spur-
red, around 630 BC, into founding
Cyrene, which became a city greatly re-
nowned for its arts and letters. It was a
Cyrenean poet who continued Homer’s
Odyssey, describing the last adventures
of Odysseus. In fact, he foreshadows
Vergil in that he gave Odysseus a son,
Arcesilaus, and connected the royal
line of Cyrene with the wily Ithacan.
(See A History of Greece, by J.B. Bury
and Russell Meiggs, Macmillan Press.)

Later in history, from 1207 to 1335,
Santorini was held by the Barozzi as a
fief of Marco Sanudo, though “the
Barozzi of Santorin spent less time in
their castle of Skaros than on their Cre-
tan estates.” Then, during the reign of
Duke William II, the volcano, which
had been quiet for over 700 years,
spoke up again, and in 1457 there
occurred “the birth of a memorable
monster,” another outcropping in the
ghastly bay. The event was commemo-
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rated in what William Miller terms “a
set of detestable Latin hexameters in-
scribed on a slab of marble at the castle
of Skaros and addressed to Francesco
Crispo... who was at that time baron of
Santorin.” (For more Venetian gossip
of the 13th century, please refer to Mil-
ler’s The Latins in the Levant.)

Present tense

Today, the 73 square kilometers of
Santorini are occupied by post-Akrotiri
Greeks, the Catholic descendants of
the Venetians and their converts, and
the tourists.

Volcanic soil, pumice, china clay,
wine (Markezinis’ Cava Atlantis and
Santinos are the best bets), pistachio
nuts, fava beans and cherry tomatoes

. are the main exports. The fishing is

good, especially on the western coast,
and the sharks, though big, haven’t bit-
ten anyone, I'm told. Gold stores are

proliferating almost as fast as bars in ,
Fira, where Nomikos’ teleferique has
taken a sizeable chunk out of the donk-
ey drivers’ earnings: the donkeys used
to be the only way to go up and down
Fira’s 588 steps to the sea.

Thirteen lovely villages, each with a
distinctly different flavor, boast a total
population of 6500. Well-known resi-
dents include the sons of Loukas Nomi-
kos and the shipowner Alafousos in
Oia; the museum founder and patron
of the arts, Dimitris Tsitouras, in Firo-
stefani; and Evangelos Nomikos in Fira
—not to mention the team of renowned
archaeologists who summer with Dr
Doumas at Akrotiri.

The Archaeological Museum in Fira
houses finds from both sites on Thira.
Tsitouras’ fine collection of engravings,
furniture and ceramics in the Ghizi
mansion will unfortunately not be open
to the public this season.

A music festival, sponsored by the
Friends of Santorini, the Ministry of
Culture and the Holy Bishopric of
Thera, goes into its seventh season this
summer with important performances
in the rather unlikely Estia Hall, near
the Hotel Atlantis in Fira. (See Fest-
ivals Guide.)

In Fira, too, Catholics will want to
check the posted hours for services at
the Church of Saint John the Baptist
and the Dominican Convent. In the
Church of the Virgin of Rodarios, you
can step into the cool entranceway to
listen to the singing of the eleven clois-
tered nuns.

Oia, the most beautiful of the is-
land’s villages, is fast rebuilding its
lovely neoclassical homes after the last
earthquake, and has become the place
on the island for dinner, and a respite
from Fira’s high summertime noise
level.
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As far as bathing goes, Perissa and
Kamari may be convenient, but Perivo-
los, Elefsina, Red Beach, Baxes and
Monolithos are less packed with
bodies. i

It will take you a while to make this
island your own, and it will be difficult
without your own transportation. This
is the place to blow the budget and rent
a car, but beware the petrol shortages
of August and stock up in advance.

To latter-day Aquarian Age believ-
ers in the existence of Atlantis, I'm
sorry to have to say that the ‘experts’
concur it was all a myth. Atlantis has
been variously ‘sited’ in over 200 loca-
tions, including Thera.

Plato tells the story of the sunken
civilization in Critias. He heard it at the
age of ten from his grandfather who
had, in turn, heard it from his father,
who had the tale from Solon, who had
it from the priests at Sais in Egypt. In
other words, Plato was saying, “My
dears, it’s just a story, but it proves a
point.”

The point was that aggression will be
punished by the gods, as is all hubris,
or overweening human pride. Atlantis,
so the story goes, was a vast island with
a high level of civilization and an ideal
constitution. But its people became
aggressive, attacked Athens, were
beaten off and the enraged gods caused
the island to be swallowed up by the
sea. No writer before Plato, not even
Herodotus, who had some traffic with
Safs, mentions the story, and A.R.
Burn compares the Atlantis concept to
that of Tolkien’s Middle Earth.

So, go to Santorini/Thera seeking
sun, treasures, music, song, and wine,

but not Plato’s perfect city at the bot- .

tom of the lagoon. All you will find
down there is a very warm volcano,
and some rather hefty dogfish. O
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Painting behind glass by renowned Theran painter, Antonios “Santorinios”

Covered site at Akrotiri
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Crowds celebrating German withdrawal from Athens, October 1944: woodcut by A. Tassos

Keeping the red banner flying

by Lee Stokes and Elaine Priovolos

earshot of the muezzin and in sight

of the coast of Turkey, Greece’s
traditional enemy, a group of commun-
ists is debating the results of last
month’s national elections.

But the emphasis of the discussion,
led by a bright, if formally uneducated,
dental technician who was the local
communist party (KKE) candidate in
the elections, is on long-term strategy,
not post-mortem analysis. A leaflet list-
ing local problems and communist
proposals for solving them has already
been duplicated on plain white paper.
Funds, explains an official, come
directly from workers’ donations so the
KKE cannot afford the glossy paper
and color slogans of the ‘bourgeois’
parties.

There are no despondent faces
among the small, deliberating group af-
ter their party’s loss of votes and a par-
liamentary seat in the June poll. In-
stead, the dental technician, and a
slight, simply dressed schoolmaster,
drum up optimism. “There is no doubt
that this is only a temporary .setback
for the working movement,” says the
teacher. “Socialism is the current and
nobody on earth can stop it.”

In the KKE’s dingy, book-cluttered
offices over a local bakery, black-and-
white portraits of Marx and Greek war-
time resistance leaders line the walls,
staring severely at all who enter. The
drabness is partly alleviated by a large,
bright-red flag bearing the hammer and
sickle.

I SLAND OF CHIOS. - Within
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A questioner refers to the much-
flaunted ‘Turkish threat’ theory prop-
ounded by the ruling socialists. His
workmates feel the issue is of particular
importance to them, given their posi-
tion on the ‘front line’ and their past
experiences of Turkish atrocities. The
technician dismisses the question with a
puff on his pipe. No voices are raised,
nor do the participants attempt to
argue with his point of view. The dia-
logue is almost like a religious litany
where the answer to a question, though
known, is sought again and again so
the faithful may finally be convinced of
it.

“This theory is an imperialist plot
hatched by the Pentagon to keep both
Greece and Turkey reliant on Amer-
ican military aid,” he says. “Nothing di-
vides the workers of Greece and Tur-
key. Both groups are striving to im-
prove their lot, and they realise it is
world peace, not strife, that benefits
the working class.”

Heads nod in agreement. The pre-
sence of a foreign journalist does not
seem to perturb the group, though the
visit was unexpected.

This communist cell is one of many
which make up Greece’s pro-Moscow
communist movement. The men and
women who have joined the party
often feel themselves to be ‘born-
again’, almost in the Christian sense.
They have a cause, they say, which

" they are willing to wait to fulfill. The

time is not ripe today. But one day the
opportunity will come. Meanwhile,

they have to prepare for the “great
event”. :
The origins of the communist move-
ment in Greece lie in repressions of
attempts at unionization by northern
Greek peasants and tobacco workers,
in what one analyst calls “the Greek
need to seek a protecting super-power”’
(in this case, the Soviet Union, and be-
fore that Czarist — and fellow-Orthodox
— Russia), in the large influx of im-
poverished refugees from Asia Minor
in the 1920s and in disenchantment
with the failures of other parties to
bring about social justice in Greece
since its independence from Turkey.
As in other East European coun-
tries, the communist party of Greece,
known by its initials, KKE, arose out
of the post-World War I Greek social-
ist movement (SEKE). This move-
ment’s Bolshevization in 1919 paved
the way for the birth of the KKE in
1922, the year when nearly two million
refugees fled to Greece from the
advancing Turkish army in Asia Minor.
Many of these refugees were middle-
class Greeks from prosperous and re-
latively industrialized cities such as
Smyrna. They, together with members
of a rudimentary industrial proletariat,
became a source of cheap labor be-
cause they could not be absorbed into
Greece’s primarily agricultural eco-
nomy. It is not surprising, then, that a
disproportionate  number of the
embryonic KKE’s leading cadres — in-
cluding Nikos Zachariades, party
secretary from 1931 to 1956 — were
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Anatolian refugees. That the refugee
districts surrounding Athens and
Piraeus proved fertile ground for the
party is reflected in its 1924 statement
of aims - the overthrow of “the
bourgeois-fascist government in order
to impose by arms a workers’,
peasants’ and refugees’ government.”
The KKE became a significant force
in Greek politics in the 1930s, when the
Comintern (Communist International)
appointed Zachariades, who had
trained at KUTV (Communist Uni-
versity of Eastern Peoples) in the
Soviet Union, to lead the party. It was
Zachariades who toned down the more
radical communist slogans in efforts to
appeal to a wider audience. As a con-
sequence the communist-dominated
Popular Front party won 15 seats in
Parliament in the 1936 elections.
Zachariades was also responsible for

KKE-Es. leader Leonidas Kyrkos

creating the clandestine organization
which survived the Metaxas dicta-
torship in 1936 and reorganized during
the Axis occupation to provide the nuc-
leus for resistance.

The 1944-49 civil war gave the com-
munists their best chance yet to take
over power in Greece. But it was
doomed from the very beginning be-
cause the communist Democratic
Army, commanded by Markos
Vafiades, was dependent on Yugosla-
via, Bulgaria and Albania for logistical
support and cover. Vafiades employed
guerrilla tactics but was unable to hold
permanently any of the major towns.
In an effort to obtain material and
moral support from the Soviet Union,
Zachariades formed the Provisional
Democratic Government and forced
the Democratic Army to function as a
regular army. This change in tactics,
against the advice of Vafiades, proved
disastrous — the rebel army was no
match for the American-backed Greek
Army.

In addition, Soviet recognition of the
provisional government never material-
ized. Stalin, leery of Josip Broz Tito’s
scheme for a Yugoslav-dominated Bal-

{
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kan Federation, which would have in-
cluded a communist Greece, told both
the Yugoslavs and the Bulgarians, ear-
ly in 1948, to end the Greek civil war
as soon as possible. He knew that Bri-
tain and the US would never allow a
country as strategically important as
Greece to become part of the eastern
bloc and, according to Richard Clogg
in A Short History of Modern Greece,
he also feared a confrontation with a
nuclear-armed United States.

Tensions between Yugoslavia and
the Soviet Union increased and Tito
was expelled from the Cominform in
June 1948. The KKE unwisely sided
with Moscow in the dispute. Yugosla-
via, in need of economic aid and fear-
ing a Soviet-inspired invasion by its
neighbors, cautiously began to seek out
western support. In July 1949, Yugo-
slavia closed its borders to the Demo-
cratic Army.

Banned after the civil war, the KKE
continued to operate clandestinely
through EDA (United Democratic
Left) until 1974, when the party was
legalized by Constantine Karamanlis.

Many analysts have tried to explain

why Greece’s pro-Moscow communists
muster even the small share of the vote
they do. Why hasn’t greater communist
support gone to the Eurocommunist
party?
. The Eurocommunists (Communist
Party of the Interior or KKE-Es.), who
publicly split from the KKE in 1968 af-
ter disagreement over the Soviet milit-
ary intervention in Czechoslovakia,
have failed to attract strong working-
class support, remaining a party of the
intelligentsia. The reason for this,
according to Dimitris Fotopoulos, a
KKE-Es. candidate for Parliament in
1981, lies in the nature of the split.
From 1951 until 1968, the KKE-Es.
was the interior section of the com-
munist party, then based in the Soviet
Union. Directives were issued from the
party abroad and were implemented
through EDA, a coalition of leftists, in-
cluding such notables as Ilias Iliou and
the current EDA leader, Manolis Gie-
zos, but with a clear majority of com-
munists.

“Relations between the two sections
were strained even before 1968,” says
Mr Fotopoulos. The overseas commun-
ist leadership adhered rigidly to the
Soviet line in reference to Greece with-
out altering it to fit Greek reality. A
series of petitions signed by imprisoned
communists protesting the decisions of
the 12th Party Conference of the KKE
‘marked the beginning of the KKE-Es.

“The leadership of the interior sec-
tion left the party, but not the middle-

KKE leader Harilaos Florakis (right)
as ELAS kapetanios in WWII

level apparatchiks, like (present KKE
leader Harilaos) Florakis,” who man-
aged to hold on to the rank-and-file.
Many members decided to side with
the older party because they felt a
loyalty to the Soviet Union, the
“socialist motherland”. Consequently,
the KKE has consistently won seats in
Parliament while the Eurocommunists
independently won their first seat only
in the June elections.

In order to increase its appeal among
independent leftists and disillusioned
PASOK supportas, the KKE-Es., to-
day led by Leonidas Kyrkos and Yian- -
nis Banias, is considering changing its
name and dropping the word ‘commun-
ist’ altogether. This issue will be re-
solved at the next party conference,
due to take place at the and of this year
or the beginning of 1986.

One of the reasons the KKE re-
mained insignificant in the interwar
years was its image as a party willing to
betray Greek national interest by
agreeing to the formation of an auto-
nomous Macedonian republic. Today,
on the island of Chios, a trickle of com-
munists have been leaving the party
and have either simply voted PASOK
or even signed up with them. Their
main gripe? That the KKE, as in the
1920s and early 1930s, has adopted an
incorrect attitude to Greek foreign
policy interests by downplaying the
Turkish threat.

Whether this trickle becomes a flood
remains to be seen. But one thing is
certain: the KKE will maintain a dis-
proportionate amount of political clout
relative to its numbers in Parliament
and will thus pose a potential problem
to PASOK, now in its second term of
office. )
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The ultimate cinematic circus

Flashes from the Cannes Film Festival

by B. Samantha Stenzel

he Cannes Film Festival is al-
l ways full of surprises. The 38th
annual festival proved once
again that the unexpected was to be ex-
pected, off-screen as well as on.
Although local law-enforcers waged a
war on crime, Ben Kingsley was subtly
robbed of his money and passport on
the train between Toulon and Cannes.
A couple of days later, the controver-
sial French director Jean-Luc Godard
received a ‘present’ on his way to the
press conference for his official entry
The Detective in the Palais, the mam-
moth theatre and exhibition complex.
He got a pie thrown in his face by a
‘terrorist baker’ and, looking like a
model in a shaving cream commercial,
he entertained reporters and paparazzi
by answering questions as he licked the
cream from his face.

Yet the unpredictable ‘New Wave’
director must realise that any publicity
is better than none. The Detective, a
polished but confusing drama about
Mafia involvement in boxing, starring
Nathalie Baye, Johnny Halliday and

Matthew Modine and Nicolas Cage in “Birdy"
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Michael Emil and Theresa Russell in “Insignificance”

Claude Brasseur, appeared on the
heels of a storm over Hail, Mary,
which depicts the Virgin Mary as a
modern teenaged basketball fan, and
which received a boost in ticket sales
after it was condemned by the Pope.
At Cannes, Godard wiped the pie from
his face and sat down in the posh
Majestic bar to sign a milestone con-
tract with Menahem Golan, head of
Cannon films, for an American version
of King Lear. The terms were carefully
negotiated between stains on a napkin.

Plenty of big stars were in attend-
ance at this year’s festival, including
Harrison Ford (best known for his role
as Indiana Jones in Steven Spielberg’s
adventure movies) who starred as a
policeman in an American Amish com-
munity in Peter Weir’s American entry
Witness. Clint Eastwood, cast as a cow-
boy for the first time in nine years in
his own production The Pale Rider,
thrilled fans by appearing on opening
night. Eastwood charmed members of
the local press — who called him
“Cleent” — with his laid-back, unpre-
tentious manner. Upon being intro-
duced off-camera to his press confer-
ence interpreter, an exotic young man
wearing a shawl over his head, East-
wood candidly inquired, “Are you au-
ditioning for Anna Karenina?”

William Hurt, considered a sex sym-

bol after his roles in Altered States and
as the hapless enamored lawyer in
Body Heat, appeared in Hector Baben-
co’s Brazilian entry, Kiss of the Spider
Woman, in an ‘altered state’ — playing
a homosexual window-dresser who is
imprisoned for seducing a minor. Few
actors would have taken the risk that
Hurt did in accepting the role of Moli-
na, the glib and highly-strung racon-
teur. Molina’s character is juxtaposed
with that of his withdrawn cellmate
Valentin (Raul Julia), a revolutionary
who has been imprisoned and tortured
for anti-fascist activities. Valentin is

‘fascinated, despite his initial repulsion,

by Molina’s nightly spinning of a yarn
about the celluloid romance between a
ravishing French chanteuse (Sonia Bra-
ga) and the chief of German counterin-
telligence for occupied France.

Hurt very sensitively portrays Moli-
na’s transformation from a self-serving
opportunist to a responsive companion

-and the two men, although radically

different, finally form a touching bond
of friendship and love. Hurt, who
appeared defensive at the press confer-
ence when questioned about a possible
identification with Molina, saw his risk
pay off when he captured the Best
Actor award for his outstanding per-
formance.

The early favorite for the Best Actor

29




award was Klaus Maria Brandauer, the
remarkable Austrian stage and screen
actor (Mephisto) who played the title
role in Istvan Szabo’s Colonel Redl.
This complex story was based on the
life of a real character who was born
into a poor Austrian family, but be-
came intricately involved with the Au-
stro-Hungarian ruling class. His ruth-
less ambition and devotion to the milit-
ary propel him through the ranks until
he is disgraced by a homosexual
liaison. Colonel Redl was awarded a
jury prize.

Social dramas set against a political
background seemed to predominate
among this year’s official entries in the
festival. In Birdy, which won director
Alan Parker the Jury Grand Prix spe-
cial prize for originality, yet another
close male friendship is followed from
high school until both young men (fine-
ly played by Nicolas Cage and Matth-
ew Modine) return from Viet Nam
emotionally and physically scarred.

Another social drama with political
implications was the Yugoslavian Emir
Kusturica’s When Papa Went Away On
Business. The first Yugoslavian winner
of the Golden Palm, this delightful tale
is told through the eyes of a six-year-
old boy, whose father is framed on
political charges and exiled from the
country. The film paints a wry picture
of the petty bureaucracy of the 1950s
but is saved from being grim by its
humorous and humane view of the
underlying relationships. One of the
tenderest ‘love scenes’ in this year’s en-
tries takes place when the little boy
‘sleepwalks’ into the bedroom of a
slightly older girl he has a crush on and
is tucked into bed with her by her
amused father.

The prize for Best Actress went
jointly to Norma Aleandro and Cher.
Aleandro plays an upper middle-class
mother who experiences a political
awakening when she learns of the mis-
sing people under the Argentinian
military dictatorship in Luis Puenzo’s
L’Histoire Officielle. In Peter Bogda-
novich’s Mask, Cher, who proved her
acting ability in Silkwood, gives a de-
licately moving portrayal of the uncon-
ventional but devoted mother of a
teenage boy (Eric Stolz) who has a
rare, fatal disease which has disfigured
his face. Cher was at center stage in
one of the many heated press confer-
ences of the festival, which director
Bogdanovich, who is feuding with
Cher, did not attend.

Hints of director-star conflict also
surfaced in the press conference for
Yugoslavian director Dusan Makave-
jev’s Australian entry The Coca-Cola
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Kid. The film’s star, Greta Scacchi,
was obliquely critical of Makavejev’s
directorial techniques and his editing of
the film but overtly hostile toward Eric
Roberts, her American co-star. When
questioned about her reaction to his re-
portedly difficult attitude, she stated
flatly, “I would rather have spent three
days in bed with someone else.”

The Coca-Cola Kid follows the lead

of Makavejev’s highly successful Mon- °

tenegro: Pigs and Pearls in its explora-
tion of cultural confrontations. Eric
Roberts plays Becker, a strait-laced
troubleshooter from the Atlanta head-
quarters of Coca-Cola who is sent to
Australia to find out why Coca-Cola
has not wrapped up the outback. Un-
beknown to him, Becker’s lustful
secretary Terri (Greta Scacchi) is the
runaway daughter of the old coot who
controls the desired section of the map
with his own special cola concoction.
Makavejev has already demonstrated
his fondness for bizarre sexual situa-
tions in W.R.. Mysteries of the Organ-
ism and Sweet Movie. He does so again
in The Coca-Cola Kid, with a seduction
scene that takes<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>