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TASIS HELLENIC
International School

a branch of the American School in Switzerland

is a part of a proud tradition

For over 30 years TASIS Schools
have been the recognized leaders in international education.
This reputation for excellence is founded on:

1) A qualified faculty, small class size (faculty/student radio 1:9),
and firm discipline.

2) A Kindergarten through 12th grade program which includes:
American College Preparatory and Advanced Placement, ,
British G.C.E., English as a Foreign Language, and Computer Literacy,
as well as Post Graduate Year for “A” Level preparation.

3) A highly successful College and University placement record for U.S.,
Canadian and British Universities.

4) Unique opportunities for travel and extra-curricular activities afforded
by campuses in England, Switzerland and Cyprus. :

5) A wide range of athletic activities, both in class and after school.

For information concerning tuition and programs,
please call: Director of Admissions, 8081-426 or write:
TASIS HELLENIC International School, P.O. Box 51025, Kifissia 145 10, Greece.

TASIS HELLENIC:
Athens’ only international school




Going to

SCANDINAVIA

or on to your final inter-
continental destination

via COPENHAGEN?

Fly the NEW SAS, from ATHENS to SCANDINAVIA, offering more
destinations in Scandinavia than any other Airline... We kncw
SCANDINAVIA.

Direct connections in Copenhagen:

— to South America every Saturday and

— to New York, Chicago, Seattle, Los Angeles, Anchorage
and Tokyo every Sunday.

Other days of the week enjoy an SAS stop-over in wonderful
Copenhagen with plentiful inexpensive shopping facilities
before you proceed on your intercontinental flight onboard
SAS.

Your Travel Agent or SAS, Sina 6 / Vissarionos 9, 106 72 Athens,
Tel. 363.4444, can tell you more about SAS Summer Programme.
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WOULD LIKE
TO INFORM
ITS CUSTOMERS

that the new shop

at 28 Nikis Street

will operate on a
5-day working week.

The shop will be closed
on Sundays and Mondays.

BIG
BOOK
CLEARANCE
SALE
still on at 33!

LI LI

- 28 Nikis Street
Tel: 322-6931, 322-1248

The Real Case against
the Return of the Marbles

' Having read Professor Robert Brown-

ing’s article “The Real Case for the Re-
turn of the Marbles” (The Athenian,
March 1985), I fail to see the logic of
the case. Although a passionate
philhellene, I remain opposed to the
return of the Marbles.

After referring briefly to the mis-
chievous ideas of cultural property and
cultural heritage, Professor Browning
rests his case on the ‘single work of art’
argument.

The arguments against the return of
the Marbles are as follows:

1) Although there is some cogency
to the ‘single work of art’ argument,
the return of the Marbles to a pollu-
tion-free museum would not: re-
establish them as part of “a unique and
integral work of art”.

2) The campaign encourages anti-
cosmopolitan, anti-universalistic,
dangerously parochial and particularis-
tic attitudes.

3) The campaign enables publicity-
hungry politicians in both Britain and
Greece to promote their own careers
and to inflame nationalist and ethnic
sentiment.

4) The campaign confuses Hellenic
artifacts with Greek artifacts; that is,
artifacts inherited by the nation-state of
Modern Greece. Hellenic artifacts are
the product of a life-way or thought-
way known as Hellenism, which was
shared by people of different race, liv-
ing in many colonies, many of whom
could not trace descent to inhabitants
of the territory now known as Greece.
Hellenism has become part of Western
thought and Hellenic artifacts form
part of the cultural heritage of man-
kind.

5) We know from industrial rela-
tions what happens if we permit ‘spe-
cial cases’. If the return of the Marbles
is made a special case, all countries will
start claiming special cases and will do
so endlessly. The return of artifacts, on
a world-wide scale, would destroy the
variety of museum collections and ac-
cess by a country’s inhabitants would
thus be restricted to their own cultural
property.

6) The campaign has become linked
to Unesco’s campaign for the repatria-
tion of cultural objects, a campaign in-
spired largely by African countries,
where there is a common belief that

-.many African artifacts are the sacred

abodes of spirits. .
' Hugo F. Reading

Palaio Psychiko

Letters

Government help
for American Farm School

I regret Ms Penny Poole’s inclusion of
the American Farm School in her arti-
cle “Private Education under Fire”
(The Athenian, March 1985). Now
celebrating its 80th anniversary, the
school continues to work closely with
the ministries of Agriculture and
Education in training village youth and
adults in improved farming methods
and farm management which are so vi-
tal to helping the Greek farmers keep
pace with their counterparts in the
Common Market.

The Ministry of Agriculture provides
assistance in excess of 20,000,000 drs
annually for scholarships and for sup-
port for the adult short course training
center at the school, and is currently
using the school’s facilities for training
newly appointed agriculturists in the
ministry’s service. More than 3,500 ru-
ral men and women attend courses
each year at the school under the au-
spices of the Greek government in the
Thessaloniki Short Course Training
Center.,

The school and the Ministry of
Education work closely through the
local Inspector of Technical Education
on the development of new programs
with particular emphasis on the
“hands-on” training of students. The
ministry has also worked out an
arrangement with the school to send
trainees from the agricultural vocation-
al high schools in northern Greece to
receive practical training on the
school’s model demonstration farm.

Through the Common Market more
than 500 dairy farmers from northern
Greece received special training in im-
proved management techniques in 1984
alone. et

Ms Poole states in her article: “these
schools with their high tuition fees,
tend to attract the Greek financial
elite...” The Farm School does not
charge any tuition but turns to contri-
butors in Greece, Europe and the Un-

- ited States for support of its education-

al programs. More than half of the
school’s budget is covered by the sale
of the products of its farm. The stu-
dents from all parts of Greece do pay
for half of the cost of their room and
board. It is the Ministry of Agriculture
through its support which pays for the
other half of their maintenance costs.

Bruce M. Lansdale

Director, American Farm School
Thessaloniki



Flight Number 110

Please fasten your seatbelts and ex-
tinguish all smoking materials. We
may be experiencing an interval of
turbulence: Greece is moving into
a high-pressure election front.

In the first week of March a
number of prominent newspapers
and journals abroad turned their
lofty thoughts toward the Greek
political scene. The Economist,
which is said never to have made
an error in its political predictions
since it was founded in A.D. 1066
and the New York Times, all of
whose readers bow before the
majesty of its op-ed page, were
among those which devoted long,
‘insightful’ commentaries on why
the left-leaning Panhellenic Social-
ist Movement under the leadership
of Mr Andreas Papandreou was
supporting the re-election of the
conservative president, Mr Con-
stantine Karamanlis.

Yet, within days — and even
within hours — of these in-depth re-
velations which cast a light as clear
as a Cycladic summer’s day on the
often murky Greek political scene
for the edification of informed
readers on several continents,
PASOK rejected its support of the
incumbent president, not by a
small majority, nor even by a large
one, but unanimously. Above that,
proposals were made for altera-
tions in the constitution — in par-
ticular, regarding article 110. The
moral is simple. If one wants to go
professionally into predictions or
cultivate editorial wisdom one
should find journalistic employ-
ment outside of Greece.

The bomb wasn’t dumping Kara-
manlis — that could be thought of as
rational. That the radically left-

leaning PASOK should have sup-
ported the conservative Karamanlis
was always anomalous. It was the
constitutional question raised, and
Article 110 in particular, that could
be read as the pistol that went off
during this concert grosso for con-
servative solo and radical strings.

Atrticle 110 specifically describes
the constitutional powers of the
president, to call a referendum on
a national issue or to dissolve par-
liament if he believes that it is
acting contrary to the national will.

Of course, if the legislative body
feels that it can take over the pow-
ers of the executive, the constitu-
tion no longer is » document which
expresses the national will so much
as ordinary group of laws which
the legislature can change or
emend as it feels fit.

The constitution is read as an ex-
pression of whatever government
which created it — and therefore
can be abrogated by any party that
happens to be in power.

So there are articles, too, which
become equally fascinating, such as
number 48 which involves martial
law: it become no longer the ex-
traordinary power of an executive
but the ordinary power of a parlia-
ment which may enact it whenever
it feels the inclination to do so. In
brief, the constitution becomes not
so much a check on the legislature
as a tool for employing its power.

The 1974 constitution may not
have the inspired conceptual
wholeness of the Constitution of
the United States; it may lack the
lucidity and the social understand-
ings of the code Napoleon. But it’s

“a thoughtful read. In its revisions

and its abrogations it shows the evi-
dence of many hands — like Homer.

our lown

If

It is a very Greek composition.
In the 141 years since the will of

‘the Greek people forced on King

Otto a constitution — in the honor
of which the major square of
Athens is named - through the
1864 revision which coincided with
the accession of George I (said to
be for its time one of the most
liberal in Europe), the Venizelos
revision of 1911, the first republi-
can, or Papanastasiou constitution
of 1924, and the revisions of 1927,
1952, 1968 and the constitution of
1974, there has been a continuity,
an attempt to set into words the
uneasy relationship between the
people and the government which
it has happened to elect.

Consequently, Greek constitu-
tions have not been examples of
durability so much as expressions
of change.

John Campbell and Philip Sher-
rard wrote in Modern Greece pub-
lished just after the 21 April 1967
coup:

“As in the matter of electoral
systems, the constitution enjoys no
particular or patriotic respect ex-
cept when it is infringed by political
opponents. It is a code of rules to
be manipulated in the interests of a
party, or if they will not serve it, to
be altered by political manouvre in
the case of moderate parties, by
force in the case of militant groups
of the extreme Left or Right.”

As such, a Greek constitution is
not so much the embodiment of
national aspirations as the regular,
always altering report of a pilot in
flight, in which the down-drafts,
the up-drafts and the cross-drafts
are duly recorded — rational docu-
ments which describe less a way of
law than a way of life.
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Jenny Colebourne’s BODY CONTROL CENTER

~ M. Hionos

"The center offers

BODY CONTROL SESSIONS

This is a special exercise techni-
que using specially designed
equipment to improve posture,
muscle tone, flexibility and stami-
na. Classes are by appointment
and there is an ‘'emphasis on indi-
vidual attention. Each person is

Director Jenny Colebourne Cert. L.S.C.D. Dip. WYC

Ms. Colebourne is a former performing arts lecturer at the Middlesex
Polytechnique where she taught courses in yoga and modern dance. She
is also a former lecturer in modern dance for the Inner London Education
Authority and former lecturer in Body Control at the London School of

Contemporary Dance.

given a programme designed to
meet his own needs. Sessions are
suitable for men and women from
all walks of life. The technique can
also be adapted to help people for
back problems etc. and is often
recommended by osteopaths
and physiotherapists.

YOGA COURSES

Morning and evening courses in
small groups. The emphasis is on
mastering the “postures,” brea-

.

thing, relaxation and meditation
techniques.

SEMINARS IN APRIL

Body Control Center will be holding
a series of seminars. Call now to
reserve your place!

April 20th, 6 p.m. Maria Charlet
on SHIATSU - Japanese mas-
sage which uses the same
pressure points as acupunc-
ture.

Dimoharous 18, KOLONAKI, Tel. 723-1397
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Ozal’s prickly olive branch

by Lee Stokes, Sloane Elliott and Nigel Lowry

has no takers in Athens

it was no ordinary occasion. The

scene was the Ankara Palace State
Guest House, the host Turkish
businessman-turned-Premier ~ Turgut
Ozal, and the guests members of the
Athens foreign press corps.

During the course of the luncheon,
Mr Ozal called on Greek Premier
Andreas Papandreou to meet with him
“anywhere, anytime” to discuss the
issues dividing their two nations. The
Greek government, however, reacted
by saying no negotiations could take
place while Turkish troops still occupy
northern Cyprus and the legal status of
the Aegean is questioned by Ankara.

Between dollops of deniz mahsulleri
(sea food), kuzu kapama domatesli
pilav (lamb kapama pilaf) and ayva tat-
lisi (quince with fresh cream), hours
before the Turkish Premier boarded a
plane for Moscow to attend President
Chernenko’s funeral and only days be-
fore a widely publicized trip to
Washington,
heard praise of Turkey’s economic
achievements to date, concern about
the treatment of the Turkish minority
in Bulgaria, an account of progress
achieved in consolidating the trappings
of a workable democracy and reasons
why relations between Greece and Tur-
key must improve.

It seems that Mr Ozal knew before-
hand that his appeal for talks with the
Greeks would fail. He said: “How can
a solution (to Greek-Turkish differ-
ences) be reached without dialogue and
negotiations? How can we avoid mis-
understandings without speaking to
each other? Wasn’t it Plato, an emi-
nent philosopher of ancient Greece,
who argued the merits of dialogue in
the search for the truth?

“The Greek Prime Minister argues
that the settlement of the Cyprus issue
is a quid pro quo for positive develop-
ments in Turkish-Greek relations. I
must confess that I have difficulty in

I t was no ordinary luncheon. And

understanding this logic. It is like put-.

ting the cart before the horse. While
claiming that the Cyprus issue has

foreign correspondents

priority the Greeks at the same time
have urged their Greek-Cypriot friends
not to accept the proposals put forward
by the Secretary General of the United
Nations. The reaction of the Greek-
Cypriot parliament to the attitude of
the Greek and Greek-Cypriot lead-
ership is self-explanatory.”

Mr Ozal proposed a solution to the
Cyprus issue based on a bizonal and
federal republic, where “political
equality” is the rule. Any Greek admi-
nistration would find it hard to accept a
proposal whereby 18 percent of the
population (the Turkish Cypriots)
would have an equal say with the other
82 percent of the population (the
Greek Cypriots). Documents leaked to
the satirical weekly To Pontiki (The
Mouse) show that what the Turks
would ideally like to see on the island
is a lower chamber composed of 70
percent Greeks and 30 percent Turks,
with a higher chamber (or Senate)
where Greeks and Turks would have
an equal say.

Turkish occupation troops

But Mr Ozal’s so-called concessions
to date have not impressed Greek di-
plomats, who have said: “The key to
any solution on Cyprus is a pledge to
withdraw Turkish occupation troops.
Mr Ozal has flaunted his concession of
the unilateral abrogation of the visa re-
quirement for Greek citizens visiting
Turkey. But as Mr Ozal himself has
admitted, this has benefited the Tur-
kish tourist trade, with the number of
Greeks visiting his country since the
decision up by 180,000.”

Mr Ozal’s olive-branch speech was in
contrast to a briefing by Turkish For-
eign Ministry experts in Ankara the
day before. They warned that any
attempt by Greece to extend her ter-
ritorial water limits in the Aegean to 12
nautical miles would be seen as cause
for war. One official, pointing to a

- comparative map of Greece in 1821

and today, described what Athens calls
a war of liberation as an example of

Turkish Premier Turgut Ozal (left with glasses)

Greek “expansionism”., The officials
argued that their armed forces were
aligned to face what they described as
“the threat from the north”, but failed
to give satisfactory answers for the pre-
sence of a 140,000-strong army oppo-
site Greece’s Aegean islands.

But the dispute with Greece is only
one of several problems facing Turkey.
A population boom which will bring 80
million Turks into the world by the
year 2000 is no joke to a government
struggling to increase the low standard
of living of the present population of
just over 40 million. Although the
Generals have managed to quell the
country’s serious terrorism problem,
Turkey’s attempts to gain international
recognition have been hindered by a
poor human rights record. Twenty-two
thousand prisoners (described as “poli-
tical prisoners” by Amnesty Interna-
tional and “terrorists” by members of
the Turkish government) are a constant
headache for the administration, while
almost daily clashes with Kurdish
nationalists in the east have cost the
lives of hundreds in past years.

Western diplomats point out that
Turkey’s immense domestic problems
make Mr Papandreou believe he can
bide his time over Cyprus and Greek-
Turkish issues. “The international com-
munity recognises the Greek-Cypriot
administration on the island, all aid is
pumped into the Greek-Cypriot sector,
and though Turkey may have touched
the heart strings of the Pentagon and
other major NATO allies, it is still ex-
periencing tough criticism from liberal
European countries,” one diplomat
said. “Mr Papandreou is unlikely to
risk losing electoral support by follow-
ing a policy which could be interpreted
as a sell-out on Cyprus. Equally, any
Turkish  administration could not
jeopardize the security of the Turkish
Cypriots. So the result is that everyone
is waiting to see who will crack first.”

9
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Conservatives and communists in
united attack on Kyprianou

Cyprus’ conservative Democratic Rally
leader Glafkos Clerides appears to
have a surprise bed-mate in his efforts
to oust President Spyros Kyprianou
from power. An unexpected ‘alliance’
between Clerides and AKEL, the pro-
Moscow Cypriot communist party, has
led to a political crisis on the island for
which political commentators are un-
able to foresee a ready solution.

The conservatives and communists
on this divided island both argue that
President Kyprianou’s failure to make
progress in the recent New York talks
with Turkish-Cypriot leader Rauf
Denktash is ground for his resignation.
But in a dramatic television broadcast
to the nation, President Kyprianou
claimed that the unity of the island at
this critical time necessitated his pre-
sence as president and ruled out early
general elections.

Even a vote of no confidence in Kyp-
rianou by both AKEL and the con-
servatives, who together hold a major-
ity in the single-chamber Cypriot par-
liament, did not persuade the president
that he should resign.

On the contrary, he lashed out at his
opponents after a London meeting with
British Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher, saying that their campaign
against him was “weakening even
further our position abroad”.

Greek oppositon sources say that
President Kyprianou is refusing to hold
early general elections at the insistence
of Greek Premier Andreas Papan-
dreou. They explain that since Papan-
dreou is planning early elections in
Greece, he does not want these fore-
shadowed by elections in Cyprus which
might result in a victory for Clerides.

“The Turks must be rubbing their
hands in joy at the inter-party bicker-
ing taking place among the Greeks of
Cyprus,” said one Western diplomat
who closely monitors Cypriot affairs.

Meanwhile Haravghi, the publication
of the Cypriot communist party, specu-
lated in an issue last month that Presi-
dent Kyprianou, entertaining hopes of
dividing his opponents and thus retain-
ing his hold on the reins of power, may
allow four ministry positions to be fil-
led by conservative deputies. But open-
ings have also been made available to

the communists, who have never tasted -

power on the island.

The results of this Byzantine intrigue
are still unclear, but forthcoming .
general elections in Greece and a new
policy line may lead to a clarification of
positions on the Cypriot side. “It will
only be after the general elections in
Greece that both Cypriots and Turks
will know for sure who they will be
dealing with,” said one diplomatic
source. Few commentators foresee an
early end to the political bickering — at
least until after the Greek elections.

The third Delphic Festival

In collaboration with the Ministry of
Culture, the European Cultural Center
of Delphi is reviving the Delphic Fes-
tival in June. Among the performances
of ancient drama, a Japanese company
will present The Trojan Women; India
and the Eskimos of Alaska will each
mount productions of Antigone; there
will be a Yugoslav Oedipus Rex, a
West German Persians, an East Ger-
man Archanians and New York’s La
Mama Theater will perform an inter-
pretation of Prometheus Bound.

The idea of making Delphi a Euro-
pean Cultural Center was the dream of
former President Karamanlis, who first
approached the Council of Europe on
the matter in 1957 when he was Prime
Minister.

The stated purpose of the festival is
to develop and strengthen the unity of
Europe through its common cultural
heritage “whose roots and whose
pedestal lie at Delphi.” The third Del-
phic Festival will carry on the spiritual
ecumenism of the poet Anghelos Sike-
lianos and his first wife, the American
Eva Palmer, who together conceived
and mounted the famous Delphic Fes-
tivals of 1927 and 1930.

It is appropriate that the poet’s
widow, Anna Sikelianou, is publishing
her memoir My Life with Anghelos at
this time and that the European Cultu-
ral Center of Delphi is planning to
issue Eva Palmer Sikelianou’s auto-
biography Upward Panic. Although ex-
cerpts from the book have appeared in
this magazine, it has never been pub-
lished in its entirety.

Anghelos Sikelianos died in 1951 and
Eva Palmer the following year. Both
are buried at Delphi in the cemetery
overlooking the Sanctuary of Apollo.




THE ATHENIAN
Embassy bomb alert

An alert night watchman at the British
ambassador’s residence raised the
alarm after a suspicious package was
found in a garbage can across the street
just outside the West German Embassy
in the fashionable Kolonaki area of
Athens. Police responded quickly, with
bomb disposal experts removing the
device and exploding it in a vacant spot
on the military base in the Athens sub-
urb of Goudi. The device was attached
to a six-kilo gas cylinder.

The group which claimed responsi-
bility for placing the bomb outside the
embassy said it was acting in solidarity
with the aims of Christos Katsimos, a
Greek -anarchist killed in a shoot-out
with police in 1977. The group also
claimed solidarity with the Red Army
Faction, a West German terrorist
group, the French Action Directe, and
all other revolutionary groups in
Europe.

The home-made explosive device,
packaged in a yellow box, was first
spotted by a road sweeper at 4.30 am.
He tipped off the night watchman at
Sir Peregrine Rhodes’ residence. Both
the British and West German embas-
sies have round-the-clock, armed
police guards.

Musical dissonance

Three weeks after an interview in Brus-
sels, during which composer Mikis
Theodorakis said that the present gov-
ernment was creating an atmosphere
inimical to music, ERT-2 substituted a
Greek oldie for a scheduled screening
of a Theodorakis concert. A few days
earlier the composer had presented two
new song cycles before an enthusiastic
audience which included leaders of the
Communist and New Democracy par-
ties, but none from PASOK.

Theodorakis claimed that the TV
cancellation was similar to the cen-
sorship his music had suffered under
the junta. “Banning my music spells
unpleasant consequences for the gov-
ernment,” the composer said. At a
second concert on March 4 Theodor-
akis added that Greece had been trans-
formed “into the land of Pharaoh” in
which “even Parliament cannot speak
freely and democratically.”

Ten days later, following the resigna-
tion of President Karamanlis, when lef-
tist parties were carefully counting
noses for the up-coming presidential

elections, one nose was conspicuously

absent: KKE deputy Theodorakis had
left Greece for an engagement abroad.
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Driver who was eye-witness to Momferatos’ murder dies

The investigation into the shooting last
month of Nikos Momferatos, president
of the Athens Union of Publishers, suf-
fered a setback after the death from
gunshot wounds of his driver,
Panayiotis Roussetis. Roussetis had
briefly regained consciousness in hos-
pital, and had told police that three
gunmen, two of whom were bearded,
were involved in the shooting. His
death has ended hopes of identifying
the terrorists. :

Responsibility for the shooting was
claimed by ‘November 17th’, an elusive
and apparently left-wing terrorist group
which ten years ago murdered the
American CIA station chief in Athens,
Richard Welch, and has since ‘ex-
ecuted’ several other people. These
latest killings bring to 18 the total of
political assassinations in Greece since
the collapse of the junta in 1974. None
of the culprits has yet been located.

Nikos Momferatos, 62, was the pub-
lisher of the mass-circulation conserva-
tive daily Apogevmatini and president
of the publishers’ union. He was also
director of the Botsis Foundation For
Journalism which was set up in mem-
ory of the founder of the newspaper to
grant annual journalism awards.

On February 21 Momferatos was
being driven to work on Tsakalof street
in central Athens. Police chief Manolis
Bosinakis told The Athenian that eye-
witnesses saw the publisher’s car being
stopped by a white Fiat, out of which
came at least one gunman who fired
dozens of shots into both Mr Momfer-
atos and his chauffeur at close range.
Mr Momferatos was killed instantly
while his chauffeur, Panayiotis Rousse-
tis, was seriously wounded after being
shot 12 times in the abdomen and
arms. The unidentified man fled, along
with two others who had been waiting
in the car.

Premier Andreas Papandreou con-
demned the Kkillings as the work of
“dark forces serving foreign interests”.
He said that this was the latest in a
series of terrorist killings over the past
decade aimed at causing political ten-
sion and destabilizing democracy.
“They will not succeed for they will be
discovered and punished,” he said.

Then-President Constantine Kara-
manlis also described the killing as the
work of “organized terrorism”, and he
called on security forces to intensify
their efforts to find the culprits.

Police said the assassins left a type-

written statement at the scene of the
crime; it stated that ‘November 17th’
had carried out the killing because
armed violence was the only means of
achieving reform. Despite the election
of a socialist government four years
ago, “Greece still remains a puppet
regime in the hands of the American
imperialists and the economic estab-
lishment,” read the statement.

Non-contagious

The Greek Tourist Organization
(EOT) is expecting a record-breaking
six and a half million tourists this year.
Economics has something to do with it.
Although all currencies are falling
against the superdollar, the subdrach-
ma is still attractive to Europeans. This
year’s EOT logo and bumper sticker
enjoins us to “Smile... it’s contagious,”
the words set about a steaming sun.
Objections to the slogan are 1) it is vul-
gar, 2) it has already been used, 3) it is
in English. No corrective measures
have been taken, however. Although
Russian lessons are now being offered
on ERT, the Russian word for ‘conta-
gious’ has not yet been revealed.

A good woman cast

The celebration of Athens as this year’s
EEC cultural center got off to a flying
start at the end of February when the
Greek stage once more made front-
page news.

Niki Triantafillidi, a former Greek
actress of the year, was sacked from
her leading role in the National
Theatre’s production of The Good
Woman of Setzuan by Brecht. But if
the theatre had expected her to accept
the situation tamely it must have
momentarily turned a blind eye to the
classical tradition of Greek tragic
heroines. The inspired Triantafillidi
went on stage a quarter of an hour be-
fore the start of the following evening’s
performance and, in the oriental cos-
tume demanded by her former role,
told a hushed and bewildered audience
of the sad news. She also claimed that
she had learned of the National’s deci-
sion only from the six o’clock news on
television. When a gentleman in the
audience piped up, “But we have come
to see you,” the star could only retire
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down

tearfully to her dressing room.

What lit the fuse leading to this un-
expected explosion of interest in the
National Theatre’s work was the
allocation of performances to Trianta-
fillidi’s young understudy, Razmy
Tsopela. The theatre claimed that it
had been agreed in advance that
Tsopela, who had rehearsed with
Triantafillidi from the word go, would
take over the role for each of the four
Tuesday performances of the play’s
run. When Triantafillidi played the first
two Tuesdays herself, George Nitsos,
the theatre’s director, decided that
Tsopela should replace her for both the
remaining Tuesday and Thursday per-
formances. Triantafillidi refused to
yield and the theatre retaliated by can-
celling her contract.

Triantafillidi’s revue-style au revoir
on the stage of the National was not
the end of the episode, which inevit-

- ably acquired a political dimension. In

the course of a long and stormy inter-
view with the press the deposed star

made it clear she had nothing personal
against her replacement. “I still respect
my colleagues in the play, but I can’t
respect the little favors and the spon-
soring of people which goes on behind
the scenes,” she declared to Kathimeri-
ni, a conservative Athens daily. She
also alleged that the only time she had
previously encountered such behavior,
which she labelled fascist, was with
ERT, the national television station,
under the PASOK government.

The actress seemed to have found
her audience, but meanwhile all things
were not going her way. The actors’
union refused to back her, saying that
the actor’s contract gave the theatre
the right, in the case of an understudy,
to use both actors in a ratio of the
theatre’s choosing. This left Triantafil-
lidi to consult her lawyer and the
actress’s mother to proclaim her daugh-
ter’s talent to the press. Melina Mer-
couri, the minister responsible for
these cultural affairs — who was re-
portedly already livid because the pro-
duction was weeks late — stood by the
National Theatre’s policy of ‘blooding’
new talent by sharing performances.
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Baby-trafficking MD jailed

Athanassios Tandassis, a 72-year-old
gynaecologist and the president of the
Greek-Soviet Friendship Association,
was last month sentenced to two years
imprisonment for illegally selling
babies. He was also fined 300,000
drachmas.

Sentenced to eight months jail was
40-year-old Katerina Kalamistou, who
was convicted of buying the babies
from gypsies and other poor couples at
a low price and passing them on to the
gynaecologist for resale at a profit.

The court heard that the gynaecolo-
gist and his assistant bought and re-sold
15 babies for a total profit of six million
drachmas over a two-year period. This
ended with their initial arrest in June
1984, when a client felt that she had
not been paid enough for her baby and
reported the matter to the police. The
court also heard that Dr Tandassis fled
to Moscow soon after he was disco-
vered, apparently to seek asylum there.
‘Police claimed Soviet authorities made
him return to Greece in order to avoid
a diplomatic scandal. The doctor him-
self, who had been president of the
Greek-Soviet Friendship Association
for many years, said that he did not
flee to Moscow but went there for eye
treatment.

The doctor told the court that he was
motivated purely by humanitarian con-
siderations. He said he could not bear
to see gypsies and other poverty-
stricken couples begging for a living or
unable to bring up their children. He
said his actions also gave joy to couples
who could not have children of their
own and that the price he charged for
his services was “very reasonable”.

No Carnival in Lent

Due to snow and close-to-freezing
temperatures, the Carnival parade set
for Sunday, February 24, was post-
poned for a week by the Athens muni-
cipality. The Church, however, took
umbrage at this announcement, as it
meant that the traditional Dionysiac
rite would have fallen on Orthodox
Sunday, the first solemn religious
observation in Lent which celebrates
the reinstitution of the worship of
icons. Mayor Beis then changed the
event to Saturday. By this time,
however, the spirit of revelry was
quickly evaporating, and as the weath-

er conspired to remain cold and cheer- -

less, the 1985 Athens Carnival celebra-
tions were cancelled.

Hotel W@@ng

CLASSIC TRADITION e MODERN COMFORTS

ERMOUPOLIS SYROS 0281-28440

Beauty Therapy
Center

An attractive beauty salon in Athens
where you can be pampered from head to toe.

* Deep cleansing facial

* Aromatherapy for face and body

+* Phytobiothermy: special balancing treat-
ment for face and body (Yin-Yang)

* Therapy treatments for problems of the
hair scalp

* Thalassotherapy: special cellulite treat-
ment using algae and plankton

% Hair removal using either beeswax or
electrolysis, the only permanent hair remov-
al method

* Private consultations: diet and correct
product use!!! Private make-up analysis and
advice

Only for women.
33 Vas. Sofias and Herodotou,
2nd floor.
Tel 721-8178.
Parking is available.
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American Community Schools
present

Alice in Wonderland

one show only

April 26, 7.30 p.m.
at Pierce College Auditorium
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Stadium opening

The first indoor athletics stadium in the
country, situated at Neo Faliron and
built at the cost of 44 million dollars,
was inaugurated by the Prime Minister
in February. On the occasion Mr
Papandreou said, “the government be-
lieves deeply in the moral values of
athletics in the spiritual development of
the individual.” The new official name
of the sports complex, “The Stadium of
Friendship and Peace”, however, did
not please the parliamentary opposi-
tion which felt that this socialist turn of
phrase was concealing the fact that the
stadium was conceived and work begun
on it under the previous conservative
government.

The 16th European Indoor Athletics
Championships which took place at the
stadium last month were marred by the
decision of the Greek Sports Federa-
tion (SEGAS) to withdraw six Greek
athletes after tests indicated that they
might have been taking anabolic ster-
oid drugs.

Spyros Vassiliou

Spyros Vassiliou, 83, died in Athens on
March 22. The celebrated artist whose
land, city and seascapes led him to be
called ‘the most Greek of the Greek
painters’, the set designer of over 100
theatrical productions, the engraver of
the Resistance and the master of the
revived Byzantine style, was one of the
leading and best-loved figures of the
contemporary Greek cultural world.

The state funeral took place the fol-
lowing day at the church of Agios
Dionysios Areopagitis whose frescoes,
which the artist had executed fifty
years earlier, launched him to fame.

He is survived by his widow, Anghe-
liki, his daughters Drossoula Elliott
and Dimitra Fotopoulou, and six
grandchildren.

James Hugh Keeley

Retired American diplomat James H.
Keeley, 89, who died in Doylestown,
Pennsylvania on January 20 was for
years consul general in Thessaloniki
and served in Athens. He is survived
by two sons, Princeton professor
Edmund Keeley, translator and critic
of modern Greek poetry, and Ambas-
sador Robert Keeley, who held di-
plomatic posts here.



Campion, a sure stepping-stone
on the way to
Oxford, Princeton, Harvard,
Cambridge...

Campion was founded by just the right people —
by parents who wished to provide their children
with an excellent education. That the, goal was
achieved is amply demonstrated by the record of
Campion students at the leading universities of
Britain and the States.

Academic excellence

The Headmaster, A.F. Eggleston OBE MA
(Oxon), heads a young dedicated staff, well -
qualified in a spectrum of subjects ranging. from
the classics to compuiter science (taught on-the
school’s own advanced machines).

The teacher/pupil ratio is one to nine, allowing
for close attention to individual needs.

The board of trustees takes an active interestin
the affairs of the school. It is composed.of
eminent members of tite Greek and foreign
community in Athens and of distinguished
academics of world-wide repute.

International outlook
Campion is an international co-educational
school with more than 900 pupils from over 50

REGISTRATION IS OPEN NOW

For information ring 813 3883 or

813 2013 (Senior School Ekali) 9am-3pm or
682 3134 (Junior School Halandri) and

961 3704 (Junior School Glyfada) 9am-3pm
683 4929 after school

Postal enquiries to the Headmaster:
A.F.EGGLESTON 0.B.E., M.A. (Oxon)
P.0.B. 65009 GR-154 10 Psychiko

countries. The school admits pupils of

-any race, colour,ethnic origin or nationality.
The curriculum conforms to the

requirements of the G.C.E. at “O” and “A”
levels and is also designed to meet the standards
for entry to universities in the States.

Naturally there is an extensive foreign language
programme, currently spanning seven languages.

Cultural and sporting activities

Almost everything is available — from Bach to
basketball. Students are encouraged to broaden
‘their cultural interests and to participate in school
productions (recently West Side Story and a
performance of Bach’s St. John Passion ).

As for physical development, a whole array of
sports are abundantly provided for healthy
enjoyment year-round.

Good citizenship

Last but not least, Campion students are taught
in an orderly environment, where rules are
intelligently implemented to foster a sense of
personal and social responsibility.

CAMPION SCHOOL
ATHENS
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by Lee Stokes

t was Harold Wilson, the former
I British Labour prime minister,

who sardonically commented: “A
week is a long time in politics.” Of
course he meant British politics. But
the inconsistencies between his pre-
election promises and his record in
government remind many of the pre-
sent Greek premier and, since the
shock dumping of President Karaman-
lis in favour of a judge who is virtually
unknown outside Greece, a similar
maxim has become appropriate here:
“An hour is a long time in Greek poli-
tics.”

The whole affair started on Satur-
day, March 9, when a sudden decision
by Mr Papandreou’s socialist govern-
ment not to support the re-election of
veteran statesman Constantine Kara-
manlis as President plunged the nation
into political uncertainty reflected in
the drachma’s further devaluation on
the black market to 190 drs per US dol-
lar. Instead of Karamanlis, the govern-
ment nominated its own candidate,
Mr Christos Sartzetakis, though it
knew that he can only be elected with
the support of the small but powerful
pro-Moscow Communist party.

Former President Karamanlis, 77, a
staunch supporter of Greece’s role
within the Western military and politi-
cal alliance, reacted angrily and ac-
cused Premier Papandreou of duping
him. In a terse statement, he made it
clear that following this development
he would not run for the presidency.
Later, it was suggested that Mr Papan-
dreou had telephoned Mr Karamanlis
only an hour before taking the con-

troversial decision to tell the president

the party was behind the veteran
statesman for another five years in
office. This has been denied by govern-
ment spokesman Dimitris Maroudas.
After learning that he had been un-
ceremoniously ditched by the socialists,
former President Karamanlis said: “It
is well-known that I had not asked any-
one to re-elect me. To the contrary, 1
had serious reservations as to whether
to accept the post. But in the last few
weeks, the two major parties, and
above all the leader of the socialists
(Mr Papandreou), declared to me of
their own accord that they intended to
propose my re-election because they
considered it necessary for the smooth
development of our political life and
for the unity of the nation. I informed

them that I would take my final deci--

sion on the matter once I had their for-
mal proposals in hand, which I would
then evaluate according to the specific
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Karamanlis and Papandreou before the bombshell

Shock for Karamanlis,
a surprise for the nation

conditions prevailing in the country at
that time. This dilemma has now been
resolved for me automatically.”

The government’s announcement fell
like a bombshell on an otherwise
sleepy Athens. Rightists started inter-
preting the move as a shift to the left,
while the government went out of its
way to point out, in a statement to an
American newspaper, that Greece
would continue to play its role in
NATO and the EEC. Even the Secret-
ary-General of the Greek Communist
Party (KKE), Mr Harilaos Florakis,
though unconditionally backing the
new candidate, agreed that Mr Papan-
dreou’s move was a political one aimed
at consolidating PASOK’s power.

Nothing but a figurehead

If elected to a second term, the
socialists also intend to change the con-
stitution in order to drastically reduce
the powers of the president. This
would remove some of the checks and
balances on Mr Papandreou’s powers.
Nevertheless, it is pointed out, when
Mr Karamanlis himself was premier,
his nominated president, the philo-
sopher and poet Constantine Tsatsos,
was nothing but a figurehead as well.

The way Mr Karamanlis was dumped
is one justification, according to politi-
cal analysts, for concern over the gov-
ernment’s motives. Up to the last mi-

nute, the socialists implied that they
would back the veteran conservative
statesman for the presidency in order
to maintain constitutional harmony and
stability, Such a relationship was inter-
preted as benefiting PASOK, since it
would gain at the polls from such an
image of stability.

Most observers believe that this poli-
tical coup was handled with “masterly
political intuition” by the wily former
Berkeley economics professor. “He kill-
ed his major political opponent in one
move, consolidated power among the
rank and file of his party, who are
known to have opposed a PASOK-
Karamanlis alliance; he is now
Greece’s undisputed leader, and is in a
better position to face the electorate
than ever before,” said one observer.

The conservative opposition New
Democracy party has obviously tried
hard to make political capital out of the
event and may succeed in topping up
its vote at the next general elections
with a ‘Karamanlis sympathy vote’. Mr
Constantine Mitsotakis, the opposition
leader, has decided that precisely for
this reason, now is the time to hold
general elections. He believes that the
center vote will give his party victory at
the polls.

But what are the presidential powers
PASOK is objecting to? When in
office, Mr Karamanlis had the right to
dissolve parliament and to declare elec-



tions if he determined that the govern-
ment was in “obvious disharmony”
with the popular will. This was the
power used by the then young and poli-
tically inexperienced King Constantine,
who ousted George Papandreou’s cen-
trist government in the 1960s. The
president also had the power to call a
referendum if he strongly disagreed
with a particular government decision
(such as, for example, a decision to
withdraw from NATO or the EEC, or
enaction of legislation to close down
the four US military bases here). It was
these powers that led to a walk-out by
Mr Papandreou’s socialists when the
constitution was approved in 1975.

Surprisingly harmonious

Mr Karamanlis never made use of
his powers, though they were there,
hanging over Mr Papandreou’s head.
The ex-president’s co-operation with
the prime minister over the past three
and a half years was surprisingly
harmonious. But he was instrumental
in pressuring Mr Papandreou to aban-
don his threats to break with the West,
had threatened a referendum if the
government attempted to pull Greece
out of the Common Market, and had
blocked a scheduled visit to Greece by
Libyan leader Colonel Muammar
Qadafi.

New Democracy supporters are hop-
ing that Mr Karamanlis will not retire
to his Politia home to sort out his ar-
chives and play golf with his favorite
nephew, but will come out publicly
with a declaration of support for Mr
Mitsotakis in the looming general elec-
tion campaign. Though surprise is be-
coming the norm in Greek politics,
such a move by the veteran statesman
seems unlikely.

So who is Mr Christos Sartzetakis?
Pictures of the bespectacled, 56-year-
old supreme court judge and his wife
have been projected almost daily in the
pro-government press. The Cretan offi-
cial will be known to those who saw the
movie Z, for he is the real-life magis-
trate who persevered in the prosecu-
tion and conviction of the two right-
wing thugs who murdered communist
party deputy and pacifist Grigoris Lam-
brakis in 1963.

Of course it is not out of the ques-
tion that a love of Byzantine intrigue
played its part in the judge’s selection.
That trial, presided over by Sartzeta-
kis, was instrumental in toppling the

Karamanlis government then in power,

so his selection may be a way of re-
minding the electorate of Sartzetakis’
virtues and of pleasing the Left. |

sy comment 44/

Why Papandreou

dropped Karamanlis
by John C. Loulis

n July 9, 1984, the govern-
ment’s spokesman stated:
“Premier Andreas Papan-

dreou’s recent statement that he will
support Mr Constantine Karamanlis as
the President of the Republic in May
1985 remains unchanged.” However,
one year later, Mr Papandreou, with-
out any warning, taking his own party
and his friendly press by complete sur-
prise, announced at his party’s central
committee meeting that he would not
support Mr Karamanlis’ candidacy and
proposed instead that of supreme court
judge Christos Sartzetakis.

Mr Karamanlis bitterly implied that
Mr Papandreou, a few days before his
speech to the central committee, had
reassured him that PASOK’s support
for his candidacy remained unchanged.
It is thus hardly surprising that, follow-
ing Mr Papandreou’s volte face, Mr
Karamanlis resigned before the end of
his tenure, as the country entered its
most serious political crisis since the re-
establishment of democracy in 1974.

Mr Papandreou’s decision not to
vote in favor of a president who had
the overwhelming support of the Greek
population, and who symbolized more
than any other Greek politician nation-
al unity and stability, raised a number
of " alarming questions concerning
PASOK’s immediate aims. PASOK, a
party whose early radicalism appeared
to have been gradually diluted, seemed
suddenly to be returning to its roots for
guidance and inspiration. Thus - the
trend which had started in 1976 of
PASOK moving more and more to the
centre, particularly noticeable shortly
before the 1977, 1981 and 1984 elector-
al contests, was suddenly reversed. By
opting against Mr Karamanlis it is clear
that the Greek socialists have chosen to
pursue a leftward course. But how left-
ward?

According to columnist G. Mas-
savetas, an ex-PASOK member writing
for the pro-government daily Elefther-
otypia, “the decision of the Central
Committee of PASOK means that the
phase of ‘change’ within the bourgeois-
democratic parliamentary system is ter-

“minated and the course for the estab-

lishment of a socialist regime com-
mences... On the everyday level this

means that PASOK will advance in the
direction of a complete ‘socialization’
of health, education, the pharmacy in-
dustry, the mining industry, the cement
industry, and all those areas it had
stated (in its founding charter) that it
would socialize. Thus PASOK will
move in the direction of a ‘break’ (with
the existing system) which many of its
members called for during its first con-
gress in May...” A similar analysis was
also made by the respected centre-right
daily Kathimerini which said that “the
break between PASOK and Karaman-
lis was a break with parliamentary
democracy, a development that des-
troyed whatever illusions existed in
connection with PASOK’s ultimate
aims...”

But how accurate are such views?
The answer lies in pinpointing the fac-
tors behind Mr Papandreou’s apparent-
ly sudden decision to vote against Mr
Karamanlis.

At first glance such a decision seems
almost absurd, since with this move Mr
Papandreou risks losing the crucial
middle ground, the centrist voters who
gave his party its 1981 and 1984 victor-
ies. However, a series of factors
appears to provide some rationale for
this decision.

There is no doubt that Mr Papan-
dreou viewed the coming national elec-
tions with alarm. New Democracy,
having rid itself of the unappealing and
elderly Mr Averof, and headed by the
dynamic and self-composed Mr Mitso-
takis, is now an opponent to be reck-
oned with. Mr Papandreou was well
aware that if he won the 1985 elections
he would have done so by a narrow
margin, This, of course, would have
meant a weakened PASOK govern-
ment. The government’s position
would have been weakened even furth-
er after one or two years, with the eco-
nomic crisis which most economists ex-
pect coming to a head.

If such a scenario did take place,
Greeks would undoubtedly not only
have switched their support to the ND
party, but would have turned for guid-
ance to Mr Karamanlis as a symbol of
stability. There is little doubt that Mr
Papandreou was genuinely alarmed by
the prospect of such a development.
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The weaker his government became,
the less he would be willing to tolerate
in Greek political life a strong and
popular president who could have
served as a focal point for discontent
with PASOK. So, in the longer run,
Mr Papandreou felt, Mr Karamanlis
did not serve the socialists’ interests.

If one goes a step further and
assumes that Mr Papandreou (as Mr
Massavetas argued) has not abandoned
his radical goals and is quite serious a-
bout realizing them, then the Prime
Minister’s recent decision appears quite
rational. If one asumes that a
weakened PASOK government would
attempt to implement its own brand of
socialism during the coming four years
in a much more rigorous fashion than it
did in 1981-1985, would this not have
led to a direct clash with Mr Karaman-
lis? And if PASOK was intent on
realizing its goals for a “socialist trans-
formation”, how sensible would it be to
risk having as its foe a popular and hos-
tile president? Consequently, Mr
Papandreou’s opposition to Mr Kara-
manlis’ candidacy seems to imply that
if he wins the coming elections he will
be moving with much greater deter-
mination to “socialize” Greek society.

These hypotheses can be combined
with another. Mr Papandreou was con-

vinced by his marxist colleagues that it
was about time that “change” (allaghi)
was revitalized, so that his party could
present itself to the electorate with a
fresh face. It is thus no coincidence
that when announcing his decision not
to vote for Mr Karamanlis, Mr Papan-
dreou said this proved that his party
had not capitulated to the establish-
ment. However, this revitalized allaghi
is hardly any longer the vague and hazy
“change” that even moderate voters
yearned for in 1981. It is now a specific
allaghi, radical leftist and socialist.

If these factors shed some light on
Mr Papandreou’s immediate options
and longer-term aims, they ignore a
personal factor which might have been
important in influencing the Premier’s
decision. :

It is quite possible that Mr Papan-
dreou, viewing himself as an equally
dominant figure as Karamanlis, felt
that by removing Mr Karamanlis from
the scene he could from now on domi-
nate Greek political life one way or the
other. Could it therefore be that his
ambition is to supplant what can be cal-
led the “Karamanlis era” with a
“Papandreou era”? Such megaloma-
niacal thoughts are of course not
beyond the mind of a politician, parti-
cularly if he is surrounded by

sycophants and is himself susceptible to
flattery and prone to impulsiveness.

Whether or not such factors help ex-
plain Mr Papandreou’s sudden deci-
sion, one thing is certain: he has
chosen a path that might lead to a se-
vere institutional crisis. If it is true that
by removing Mr Karamanlis from the
scene he has chosen a radical road to
socialism, then all dark fears and
genuine concerns for Greece’s future
are, alas, justified. His initial impulse
to change Article 110 of the constitu-
tion, which he abandoned only under a
variety of pressures, certainly helps to
reinforce such fears.

Naturally, in the days or months to
come, Mr Papandreou will probably
again project his image as a moderate.
It is no coincidence that the govern-
ment spokesman has reassured Greeks
and foreigners alike that socialist
Greece does not intend to withdraw
from NATO and the EEC.

By not voting for Mr Karamanlis, by
opting for a radical leftist “change”, Mr
Papandreou might very well have com-
mitted a fatal slip. If, as a result of this
action, he loses the centrist voters, he
is certain to lose the elections. One
hopes that, if such a slip proves fatal
for PASOK, it will not prove fatal for
the country’s democratic institutions. (]

PHILOTHEI: 266, Kifissias Avenue - Tel. 6830.975, 6819.792
GLYFADA: 36, Nea Vouliagmenis Avenue (soon)
PASSALIMANI: 62, Akti Moutsopoulou - Tel. 4533.166

The perfect summer setting
begins outdoors...
with Garden Home.

At Garden Home you'll find the perfect outdoor
furniture for your garden or veranda. Comfortable
chairs, tables in all sizes and shapes to suit your
favorite place in the sun and a wide variety

of colourful cushions and matching umpbrellas in
stripes and prints... the choice is yours... at prices
for every pocket.

You can choose from imported and locally
manufactured furniture made from wood, metal,
bamboo or beautiful and practical synthetic
designs from a luxurious imported collection,
known for durability.

Start your summer now and stop by Garden Home
for elegance in outdoor furniture.

(Garden
Home

“The” garden furniture shop
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i business watch sy
Digging out the Skalistiris group

hen Michael Skalistiris, the
fiery former president of
Greece’s largest mining

group, fled Greece in late 1983, he left
behind 4,000 angry workers who had
not been paid for two months and who
were striking in protest. Before leav-
ing, Skalistiris made a last-ditch effort
to revive the family-owned magnesite
and bauxite products conglomerate,
even though he could easily have de-
clared bankruptcy.

In a terse statement to the Minister
of National Economy, he announced
he was unable to continue production
in order to meet various debts, includ-
ing those to Greek and foreign banks
and suppliers, to IKA and AEH, to the
workers and to other creditors. The
group’s capital worth was 2.699 billion
drachmas, but it had amassed debts
worth 12.75 billion drachmas (nearly
five times its own worth). These were
mainly in the form of short-term loans
from the National Bank of Greece.

After delivering his statement,
Michael Skalistiris left the country, and
the government quickly labelled the
three-company group “problematic”.
The group thus fell under the August
1983 law that allows the government to
take over day-to-day management of
“problematic enterprises”.

A minor success

The Skalistiris group was the first
large Greek company to be pro-
nounced “problematic”.  Economy
Minister Gerassimos Arsenis made a
point of immediately trying to soothe
worried businessmen’s fears: “The gov-
ernment is not trying to carry out a
nationalization process by the back
door,” he said. The Skalistiris group
has since become a minor success in
Arsenis’ program to right companies
teetering on the brink of bankruptcy
and “streamline the economy”. From
losses of 4.2 billion drachmas in 1983,
company managers under state-
appointed chairman Michael Karalis
whittled that figure in 1984 to about 3.7
million drs - including 200 million drs
to repay the old administration’s debts.
By the end of 1985, Karalis hopes the
group will reach the break-even point,

not including equipment depreciation -

and old debt interest, and that by 1986
or 1987 it will break even, including

by Takis Georgiou

these costs.

Karalis, who is also vice-president of
the state-owned Greek Institute for
Geological and Metallurgical Research
(IGME), contends that the Skalistiris
group entered bad times after the
boom of 1975, when growth began de-
clining. This external factor was com-
pounded, he says, by the Skalistiris
family’s refusal to use up-to-date mine
exploitation practices, by bad em-
ployee-employer relations, and by little
new processing of exploration research.
Research itself, he says, was also a
problem: “The research needed to pre-
pare the companies for the next decade
was not being done.”

Skalistiris’ last report

Skalistiris, though, wrote in the 1980
annual report — the last he produced —
that the two major companies of the
group conducted “intensive exploration
for newer deposits as well as work for
the development of new products.
Geological exploration in 1980 covered
a total length of 11,000 metres at a cost
of $6 million... considerable advances
have also been made in the field of re-
fractories... Products resulting from
(new) materials were proven to possess
improved mechanical and high-
temperature properties”.

Skalistiris notes that the group in-
vested 4.3 billion drachmas in research
and development during the years 1975
to 1980, mainly in mining equipment
and mineral dressing.

The group finally collapsed in 1983
around the financial questions of over-
indebtedness and insufficient operating

- capital. “You could not find any bank-

er with a clear conscience who would
give more funds to such a company,”
Arsenis told newsmen later. “ The
government was left with no solution
but to come in to protect production
and jobs,” he said. Karalis says now
that it was “a rescue operation to save
the company, the company’s name in
the international marketplace, and the
jobs of employees.”

The fact that the group is in the min-
ing business must have made the deci-
sion even clearer, because the govern-
ment considers minerals a ‘“national
trust” that should not be owned pri-
vately.

Since the company has come under a

new, government-appointed adminis-
tration, Karalis says, management has
been decentralized, the attitude of the
personnel has improved because with
labor now represented on the board
“we all feel we’re in the same boat and
we’re working together,” and the com-
pany is losing less money than it did
under Skalistiris.

Another company executive says the
company is honoring all debts, except
old debts to domestic banks, and he
hopes the government will assume
those debts under Law 1386. If that
happens, he says, there is a chance the
group will be “very close to the break-
ing-even point in 1985.”

Karalis says the group has also step-
ped up exploration. In December 1983,
there were two drilling machines for
exploration in the area of Mantoudi
(site of the group’s major magnesite
deposits), and by late 1984 there were
20 drilling machines exploring there.
As a result, reports Karalis, production
increased by an average of about 10
percent over the same period, although
Skalistiris complained to reporters that
production as of January 1984 was
approximately the same.

Karalis foresees that the company
will have a “dynamic” new pricing poli-
cy in 1985, will increase production
further, and will replace foreign pro-
ducts on the Greek market with group
products.

Retaining overseas markets

To the critics who say the problema-
tic company program was installed only
to combat Greece’s high rate of unem-
ployment, Karalis asks if it is better “to
support work or to support unemploy-
ment through social welfare pay-
ments.” He contends that retention of
overseas markets is as compelling a
reason: “If the government leaves all
these ailing companies to their prior
condition, we would forever lose their
places in international markets, ”

Critics are also worried the govern-
ment will not be able to assume large
old debts, such as those of the Skalistir-
is group. Such heavy subsidization is
beyond the means of the state’s already
stretched coffers. The outcome remains
to be seen, but in the meantime, the
future of the Skalistiris group depends
on such subsidization. O
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Homeopathy:
the new old cure

by B. Samantha Stenzel

What is homeopathic medicine?
Where has it come from and what
does it claim to offer? We inter-
view Doctor George Papaphilip-
pou, a leading Athens homeopath

any people today, dis-
M satisfied with doctors

who freely prescribe
antibiotics for a sniffle or tran-
quilisers for an anxiety attack,
tend to think of ‘natural’ therapies
such as homeopathy as the very
latest thing.

But as early as 1911, the dramat-
ist and critic George Bernard Shaw
observed: “Nowadays, the culti-
vated folk are beginning to be so
suspicious of drugs and the incor-
rigibly superstitious people so pro-
fusely supplied with patent medi-
cines... that homeopathy has be-
come a way of rehabilitating the
trade of prescription compounding
and is consequently coming into
professional credit.”

At the turn of the century,
homeopathy was thriving, particu-
larly in the United States, where
one in eight physicians practised it.
Homeopathy later lost favor, part-
ly as a result of pressure by ortho-
dox physicians and pharmaceutical
companies which promoted medi-
cines that brought a larger profit
than the natural preparations used
by homeopaths.

Today, however, homeopathy is
experiencing a revival in popular-
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Doctor George Vithoulkas

ity. Much of the credit for this is
due to Mr George Vithoulkas, the
founder and director of the Athe-
nian School of Homeopathy. Mr
Vithoulkas, the author  of
Homeopathy: Medicine of the New
Man, (Arco Publishing, New
York, 1983) has been lauded as
the greatest homeopath since
James Kent (1849-1916), an Amer-
ican physician who was a pioneer
in the field of homeopathy.

Mr Vithoulkas now divides his
time between centers in Greece,
England and the United States,
where he has founded the Interna-
tional Foundation for Homeopathy
which will establish a four-year
accredited training course for
physicians. The Athenian school
has two centers, one in Marousi
and one in Pangrati, which have
about 30 practising doctors.

While its principles were known
to Hippocrates and the medieval
Swiss healer Paracelsus, homeo-
pathy owes its birth as a science to
the German physician and chemist
Samuel Hahnemann (1755-1843).
The word homeopathy comes from

.. two Greek words, homeos (simi-

lar) and pathos  (suffering).
Homeopathic treatments are based

on the principle of similia similibus
curentur — “let like be treated by
liteg™

Hahnemann and his followers
established homeopathy as a ther-
apeutic system by carrying out ex-
periments, or provings, in which
they ingested controlled doses of
different poisonous and medicinal
substances and carefully observed
and described the symptoms they
produced. They then demons-
trated that these symptoms could
be cured by minute doses of the
same substances that had caused
them.

Homeopathic remedies are pre-
pared by a carefully controlled
process of successive dilution and
vigorous shaking known as poten-
tisation. Many are made from
common substances such as salt,
graphite, charcoal and quartz,
which in their natural state have
little or no effect on the body.
Others, such as morphine,
cocaine, arsenic and belladonna,
are powerful drugs or poisons
which potentisation has rendered
harmless.

Homeopaths refer to the ortho-
dox system of medicine as allo-
pathy (allos, other). While most



homeopaths are familiar with allo-
pathic medicine and use its di-
agnostic techniques, they take a
different approach when it comes
to treatment.

Allopathic physicians tend to see
the body as a complex machine
and disease as a malfunction of
one or more of its parts. Allo-
pathic treatments are therefore
based on repairing (or replacing)
the malfunctioning part or helping
the body compensate for or over-
come the malfunction with drugs.

Homeopaths, on the other hand,
take a holistic view. They regard
mind and body as a unified whole
in which all the parts are in ba-
lance; in disease this balance is dis-
turbed. Their treatments aim to
stimulate the vital force of the
organism, which they call the ‘field
force’, and thus help it regain
equilibrium and ‘wholeness’.

Some of those who have tried
homeopathic treatment are glow-
ingly - enthusiastic about it. A col-
‘league who is a patient at the
Marousi Homeopathic ~ Center
says, “I believe in the holistic
approach to health care. The tradi-
tional way of dealing with health
care is too fragmented. Why
should I go.to one doctor for my
head, another for my stomach and
a third for my toe?” Is there a
chance that the medicine is only a
placebo? “I don’t dismiss this; but
[ feel healthy now, although I
admit I'm very careful about what
I eat and drink.”

Dr Andreas Karsiotis, a doctor
of internal medicine in Athens,
echoes the views of many Athe-
nian doctors as he states flatly, “If
someone gives you something and
tells you authoritatively that it will
help you, it will.” He feels that
homeopathic remedies are admi-
nistered in such infinitesimal
amounts that they can cause no
harm. But he decries the lack of
double-blind experimental studies

and of methods of evaluating.

homeopathic treatment. Homeo-
paths acknowledge that there has

been a lack of good double-blind
clinical experiments in the past but
say they are now making efforts to
remedy this.

After talking both to satisfied
patients and to disgruntled ones
who eventually went back to allo-
paths, I decided to visit a
homeopath myself. I grew up in a
home that favored old-fashioned
herbal remedies. A severe cold
was taken care of with fiery Ben
Gay salve on the chest or, as 1
grew older, one of my mother’s
sure-fire hot toddies. Though I am
rarely sick, I have chronic allergic
problems which are aggravated by
the Athenian ‘nefos’.

At my first consultation with Dr
Maria Arvaniti, a young pediatri-
cian, we talked for over two hours
while I answered a series of ques-
tions and told her my medical his-
tory. I had never been to a doctor
who took such time and care in re-
cording my responses, allotting
what would amount to at least four
appointments in the schedule of
most doctors.

The effect was gratifying. I felt
very special, if a bit puzzled about
why I sleep with my feet out of the
blankets and like to drink warm
water and what it means anyway.
The questions ranged from the ob-
vious — such as “Do you eat a lot
of salt?” — to the unusual — “Do
you like to lie in the sun?” — to the
more provocative “How is your
sexual appetite?”. I was told my
answers would be carefully analy-
zed and I would be placed in a
category according to my remedy.
(Just as bartenders identify their
customers by their drinks: “You
know, the one who drinks Jami-

son’s on the rocks with a lemon

twist,” so, it appears, homeopaths
tend to identify their patients with
a remedy: “You know, the tall,
blonde Pulsatilla type.”) As 1
waited for my prescription, 1 was
told that unless there were some
problems, I should report back in
a month for a check on my prog-
ress.

Interview

D octor George Papaphilippou
is a surgeon who has prac-

tised for five years at the Pangrati
Homeopathic Center. He handles
public relations for the center and
carries out research ‘with a col-
league. In a talk at the center, he
clarified some of the principles and
practices of homeopathy, and dis-
cussed its role in Greece today.
The Athenian: What is the differ-
ence between a homeopath and a
naturopath?

Papaphillipou: Naturopaths usual-
ly give only special diets. They
don’t prescribe medicine.

Why has the practice of home-
opathy declined in the United
States?

In America in the last century,
homeopathy was really very well-
known with about 160 clinics. But
afterwards, representatives of clas-
sical medicine didn’t want these
clinics to exist. They tried to eli-
minate them in a special way,
saying, “Why do you say you are
homeopaths? You can say you are
medical doctors and if you say so,
we will accept you into the Amer-
ican Medical Association. But if
you do this, then you must also
teach allopathy in your schools.”
After a while, more and more
schools were pushed to teach allo-
pathy and in a few years, there was
nothing left of the homeopathic
schools. :

Does the practice of homeopathy
take different forms?

In France, Germany, England
and the United States, there are
homeopaths who don’t use classic-
al homeopathy. Classical homeo-
pathy as Hahnemann practised it
says you must use only one re-
medy, but in these countries they
are sometimes pluralists, giving
you one remedy for each symp-
tom. The homeopathic philosophy
is that you are a whole, mentally,
emotionally and physically. It
doesn’t matter if you have one or
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five symptoms, the one organism
creates them and one remedy has
to cover them all.
What distinguishes
from allopathy?

Allopathy gives antidotes. If you
have headaches, they give you
pain killers. If you have skin erup-
tions, you are given a cream. In
homeopathy, a patient on his way
to health may be given more than
one remedy but not at the same
time.

How are the remedies given?

They are taken orally and the
moment the remedy comes in con-
tact with the tissue, it starts react-
ing. We don’t need to use injec-
tions to make the remedy stronger;
it’s the same in either case.

Do the remedies have undesirable
side effects?

There are no side effects be-
cause they are diluted; at the same
time they are strong enough be-
cause they are potentised through
the preparation.

Are the remedies standard for the
same condition?

No. For instance, take three
people who have forehead head-
aches. They may share 90 percer.
of the same characteristics bro if
they have different chara.i-rs and
mental levels, the remedy will be
different for each ~ne. For the
same symptoms, tnere can be 100
or 200 rem ..ies. We don’t have
diseases «c have patients.

How inany remedies are there and
how are they collected?

We have about 2,000 remedies
but 200 to 500 are used most often.
They must be collected from the
same place, at the same time of
the year and even the same hour
of the day.

How are the remedies tested?

We make provings in human
beings. A group will take the re-
medy and we write down the
symptoms that appear after taking
it. We do the provings again and
again and after this procedure, we
can be certain of the remedy. The
substance has to be exactly the

homeopathy
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same in all of these provings.
Is anything being done to improve
statistical research in homeopathy?

Internationally, there have not
been good statistics. We didn’t
have computers and this has been
one of the problems in answering
allopathy because we couldn’t real-
ly say that we had good results in
80 percent of cases. We now have
a computer for research and statis-
tics and we are the first center in
the world to start keeping such re-
cords.

Are homeopathic medicines readily
available in Greece?

It is not at all difficult to get them
because we have ten special phar-
macies in Athens and some in Thes-
saloniki. But there are none in the
provinces.

“We don’t have diseases,
we have patients... we
started with about 50
patients a year and

now we see about 14,000
a year at both centers”

How did you first become a
homeopath?

I had a patient who had appendi-
citis. After taking antibiotics, he
went away deaf and with nephritis. I
said to myself, “Appendicitis was
nothing — now he has two other big
problems.” I thought that some-
thing was wrong; we can’t cure
something and produce something
else. I had heard something about
homeopathy from a colleague and
decided to study it.

Are you satisfied with the practice
of homeopathy?

I am now 100 percent convinced
of its effectiveness. Even if you are
wrong, there are no side effects.
Also, you cure and protect the
whole organism. A patient may
come in for treatment of three or
four symptoms and, after taking
the remedy, will stay in good con-

dition for a long time without tak-
ing anything else. For instance, a
patient may come for the treat-
ment of headaches and after taking
the treatment he will say, “I have
no more colds.”

Which symptoms usually disappear
first?

There are some laws in
homeopathy. We say that the first
symptoms you have go away last
and of the mental, physical and
emotional symptoms, the mental
ones will go first and the physical
symptoms last. Also, the symp-
toms generally move from head to
feet and from the inner organs out-
wards. The ‘lightest’ diseases are
those of the skin because you will
not die from them, although you
may die if you have a problem
with the heart or lungs.

Do you need to continue the re-
medy if the symptoms disappear?

- No, and you may stay in good
health for years without needing to
take anything. This is different
from allopathy, because we speak
of a cure, not relief. For instance,
if you have dermatitis, a classical
doctor will give you cortisone
cream. You don’t see the dermati-
tis any more so you can say the
cream has worked. But what we
have seen many times in the center
is that such patients come in and
say, “Now I have asthma.” This
has happened because the problem
went from the skin to the bronchi
to the lungs. With our cure, you
see this reversed and the symp-
toms go from the lungs to the
bronchi to the skin and after the
dermatitis is gone, the patient is
cured.

Tell me about your first patients at
the center?

In the beginning, in 1968, a larg-
er proportion of foreigners came
to the center because they knew
more about homeopathy than
Greeks, to whom it was mostly un-
known. Our first Greek patients
were people who had been dis-
appointed with classical doctors
and often they were very close to



death. Now we also see many
young people who don’t have se-
vere problems but who come to a
homeopath first because their rela-
tives or friends have gone to
homeopaths.

What are the most common condi-
tions that you treat?

A big part of our patients are
those with allergic problems be-
cause a magazine article said we
had very good results in these
cases.  This is true and in fact
homeopathy is the only method
that will cure these conditions
rather than just ameliorate the
symptoms. The same is true of
psoriasis and allergic asthma.
What conditions can’t be treated
by homeopathy?

We can’t do anything for condi-
tions such as cirrhosis of the liver,
in which the tissues are destroyed.
A lot depends on the age of the
patient, how strong he is, how se-
vere the symptoms are and what
the patient has already used for
treatment. For instance, if you
have used cortisone for years, your
condition will be very difficult,
perhaps even incurable. Also, we
can’t do anything for people who
have taken strong anti-psychotic
medicine for a long period and, in
fact, we won’t undertake to treat
them. On the other hand, we can
treat even patients with schi-
zophrenia in the early stages. Un-
fortunately, we don’t have the
necessary facilities to treat some
problems. Schizophrenia that has
been controlled with classical
medicine can be treated, but only
in a clinic such as the one in
Switzerland.

Are tests given to patients who
come to the clinic? _

Until the moment of treatment,
we use all the methods every other
doctor would use. We take x-rays,
perform blood tests and do any-
thing else that is necessary to find
out exactly what is happening.

Are there patients the center re-

Jjects after the interview?
Yes, but even in some condi-

tions like cirrhosis, although we
can’t offer a cure, we can help.
With cancer, we can help more
than classical remedies because
our treatment has no side effects.
We can take some symptoms away
without using chemotherapy in
which there is hair loss and great
pain. Patients will live the same
length of time but they will be in
better condition.

Does the patient respond more
slowly than is the case with classic-
al medicine?

Some conditions, such as those
of the skin, can be cleared up right
away with cortisone but under
homeopathic treatment the patient
cannot use it. With homeopathic
remedies there is sometimes an
aggravation of the condition at the
beginning of treatment. On the
other hand, in some acute cases
the remedy acts immediately and
within a few hours, the patient can
go out and feel well.

Can you determine at the outset
what the duration of treatment will
be?

We can never tell at the begin-
ning how long it will take. It de-
pends on how strong the body’s
defenses are. The cure for children
takes much less time and the re-
sults are often truly wonderful
within a short period.

Is a diet prescribed as part of the
treatment?

We may say, as in classical
medicine, that for a certain condi-
tion such as colitis, it is better to
avoid certain foods which agitate
the condition. But after a certain
period of time, the patient can eat
everything without having any
problems.

Are any substances forbidden be-
cause they interfere with homeo-
pathic medicines?

Yes. Cotfee, strong tea and
more than a few glasses of Coca-
Cola because of the caffeine, and
also mint, camphor and cloves.
Other remedies of any type, with

~ the exception of aspirin, are not

allowed.
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Samuel Hahnemann... father of scientific
homeopathy )

Is smoking allowed or does it in-
terfere with treatment?

It depends on how much you
smoke and of course, it’s much
better if you don’t smoke. But we
don’t insist that people stop smok-
ing although we may ask that they
don’t smoke so much. Often, if
people have strange desires or
cravings, they will lose ‘them after
taking the correct remedy.

About how many patients do you
see a year at the centers? Has this
number increased in recent years?

We started with about 50 pa-
tients a year and now we see about
14,000 a year at both centers.
Since 1978, the number started in-
creasing rapidly and is still increas-
ing. On the other hand classical
doctors tell me they are not seeing
as many people.

Why is this?

People, especially the young,
are turning more to nature. People
are becoming more knowledgeable
about homeopathy and you see
health food stores everywhere.
Also, there is an economic reason.
If you go to a regular doctor, you
have to pay at least 3,000 drach-
mas a visit. For homeopathic treat-
ment, you pay less per visit and
may pay only 250 drachmas for
your remedy each month.

Do you treat many patients who
come as a result of the abuse of
allopathic medicines? ‘

We have problems now which
have developed from the misuse of

23



antibiotics. About 15 new diseases
have developed as the result of the
abuse of different remedies. Mr
Vithoulkas believes AIDS is a re-
sult of antibiotic abuse which has
destroyed the immune system.

Is this situation accentuated here
in Greece, where pharmacies often
dispense medicine without pre-
scriptions?

Yes, this is a problem but it is
changing. People would go to the
pharmacy and say, “I have a cold,
please give me something for it,”
and they would get something
without a prescription. This is a
problem for me as a homeopath
because my patients cannot take
any other remedy except aspirin
and if they have a health problem,
they must let me know. Sometimes
patients can have a relapse due to
the use of allopathic remedies they
have forgotten to tell us about.
Have you found the practice of
homeopathy rewarding?

We homeopaths get more enthu-
siastic with time because some-
times you see things that you can’t
believe. I remember a patient I
had, an old woman of 75 from
Samos, who was crippled with
arthritis. Her family brought her in
because she couldn’t move. I told
them, “I don’t think I can help the
lady,” because she had had the
condition for 20 years and she had
taken very strong medication, her
legs were all twisted and the cartil-
age was missing. But they insisted
so I said all right, because with our
remedies we have nothing to lose
since there are no side effects. I
gave her a remedy and said as en-
couragement, “The next time you
~ come in a month, you won’t need
your cane.”

And did this prove true?

Well, I couldn’t believe it my-
self, but it actually happened, not
in one month’s time but three.
Needless to say, I got many pa-
tients from Samos after that. But
don’t think that this happens all
the time. This was really an excep-
tion. O
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@ Junior School
@ Senior School

@ Summer School

St. Lawrence College

The British School in Greece

%

. Nursery - Kindergarten The school is sited in two areas of Athens:

@ Hellinikon/Glyfada (K.G. - 9th Grade)
@ Philothei/Halandri (K.G. - 13th Grade)
Information

Hellinikon/Glyfada: 3, Odos B., Tel. 8943251
Filothei: 7, Streit Street, Tel. 6812096

Halandri: 3, Navarinou Street, Tel. 6822828
Headquarters: 3, Streit Street, 15237 Filothei
Tel.: 682-2100, 683-4111

After hours and holidays: 692-8836

Tolo, Nafplio
10.6.1985 - 25.8.1985
Tel.: 682-2100, 683-4111

INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S
HOLIDAY VILLAGE
TOLO - NAFPLIO, PELOPONNESE

Boys and girls (7-17 years) from all over the world
will be meeting again this year
between June 10th and August 25th
at one of the most beautiful Greek seaside resorts
to spend their holidays together.

These holidays can be combined with a rich educational,
sports and recreational activities programme.

Information: 3, Streit Street, Filothei 152 37 Athens Tel: 683 4111

INTERNATIONAL DAY

TASIS HELLENIC invites you to join us for a
festive day at the High School building on Saturday,
May 4, 1984 from 11:00-5:00. The entertainment
program will be from various nationalities
represented at TASIS. Home made pastries,
souvlakia, hot dogs and hamburgers. Bargains at the
White Elephant and Flea Market, and a selective
Book Fair. All proceeds will be for the Learning
Media Center.




by J.M. Thursby

The latest figures for
silk exported from
‘Greece were
nothing short of
pitiful and
manufacturers say
the industry is
nearing extinction.
But during
Byzantine times
travellers
recommended
Greece as the best
place of all for silk
and Greek garments
were worn by
knights and
emperors

here was a time when silks from
I Greek workshops were the
most highly prized and eagerly
sought-after in the western world. Af-
ter a perilous journey to the Byzantine
court from China, the secrets of silk
production spread slowly but ineluct-
ably throughout the Empire. But what
developed in Greece into -a healthy in-
dustry has been all but destroyed by
20th century disasters. Today the in-
dustry faces virtual extinction.

For the Greeks, silk lost its aura of
oriental exclusiveness during the reign
of the Byzantine Emperor Justinian. In
AD 554, two Persian monks risked
their lives to smuggle the priceless silk-
worms out of China and bring them to
Constantinople. Watched over by Saint
Simeon, the patron saint of silkmakers,
silk production, which had been a
closely guarded secret of the Chinese
imperial court for thousands of years,
began in Greece.

The ancient Greeks made a type of
silk, which is mentioned in the writings
of Herodotus and Aristotle. It was a

transparent, flimsy material woven on .

the island of Cos out of thread spun
from the cocoon of a wild worm

An Etmetsoglou silk factory in full production this century

(Sphynx otus). No-one knows how
widespread its use was, but late classic-
al statues of women portray them
clothed in a diaphanous material which
may have been Cos silk. Cos silk is also
mentioned by the Roman author Pliny,
but it then seems to disappear from the
pages of history.

In the 6th century, silk was a luxury
commodity, eagerly sought-after by
kings, emperors and princes of the

church. Silk conferred the stamp of

prestige, rank and privilege on all those
who wore it. Merchants risked and
often lost their lives bringing it to
Europe along the legendary Silk Road
from China.

Realising that monopoly was power,
the Emperor Justinian placed the
manufacture of silk under draconian
controls. Silk workers were formed
into a type of guild. They worked ex-
clusively in a wing of the imperial
palace known as the rapheion (tailor’s
shop) and soon became a sort of aris-
tocracy of labor. The silkmaker’s craft
was handed down from father to son

‘and no member of a silk worker’s fami-

ly, including the servants, was allowed
to leave Constantinople. Huge planta-

tions of mulberry trees were planted
throughout the empire to provide food
for the silkworms.

Their monopoly on the manufacture
of silk in the west allowed Justinian
and his immediate successors to clothe
themselves and their families and cour-
tiers more lavishly than any other rul-
ers in the western world. Silk was also
a valuable export, and silk from the im-
perial workshops has been found in the
tombs of saints and kings. Much of it
shows eastern, especially Persian, influ-
ence, in its repeated motifs inscribed
within circles or squares. .

Although the Byzantine emperors,
like the Chinese, tried to hang on to
their monopoly, the secrets of silk pro-
duction gradually leaked out, and the
knowledge of silk spinning, dyeing and
weaving spread throughout the empire.

In Greece itself, silk production went
into decline after 1204 when the Cru-
saders sacked Constantinople and
occupied the western part of the
empire. But Greece was still known for
the excellence of its silks. Benjamin of
Tudela, a Spaniard travelling through
the country a little later, recommended
Thebes as the best place to buy “silk
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Typical wedding dress of Attica with a large,
gossamer-fine head dress of silk

and slaves”.

As late as the 17th century a newly
ordained orthodox priest on the island
‘of Naxos was required to present a
‘gift’ of three pounds of silk to the local
Latin bishop. A century later, French
ships were calling at Piraeus three
times a year to pick up, among other
things, silks for export.

When the Turks conquered Greece
they tried to organize the manufacture
of silk. Patras supplied the sultan’s
court and the convents of Saints Helen
and Constantine in Kalamata became
famous for their embroidered silk
headscarves. In times of fierce fighting,
the production of silk was carried on by
monks in the orthodox monasteries,

Production of silk cocoons gradually

developed into a cottage industry,
which it remained until modern times.
In villages throughout Greece a rough,
raw silk called koukoulariko was made
which was highly prized.

It takes between 20 days and a
month for the silk moth’s egg to hatch
into a worm and for the worm to spin a
complete cocoon. The cocoons are
then immersed in hot water to soften
them and banged with sticks to loosen
the ends of the fibres. The wispy fibres,
as thin as human hairs, are fed through
small holes and spun into a thread as
strong as string. The fabric woven from
this thread is the light and durable
material we know as silk.

During the rule of the Turks, most
silk was left unbleached and adorned
with silk embroidery in intricate, time-
honored patterns. Silk was still a luxury
fabric, reservec for special clothing
such as ecclesiastical robes and wed-
ding trousseaus. During the wars of in-
dependence silk was sometimes made
up into flags for local leaders.

In Ottoman Anatolia, production
continued uninterrupted and was
almost exclusively in the hands of
Greeks. Cocoons and silk thread were
shipped to Lyons in France for weav-
ing. Some factories handled the whole
process of silk manufacture, from co-
coon to cloth. Others worked exclu-
sively for the sultan’s court.

This situation ended abruptly when
the Turks destroyed the predominantly
Greek port of Smyrna in 1922, There is
an Arabic proverb which says, “A

man’s wealth is that which survives
shipwreck.” This was certainly true for
some of the refugees from the catas-
trophe, who brought with them to
Greece only their knowledge of silk
making.

Among these refugees was the
Etmetsoglou family. They came from
Nicomedia, a district (now called Izmit)
famous for silk. In their village alone
there were 16 silk factories, which
absorbed the entire local female work-
force. Of 8000 people in this group of
villages only 2000 survived. All the sur-
vivors have a story to tell.

The Etmetsoglou family escaped
from Asia Minor dressed as Turks.
They made their way to Romania and
then to Volos. In 1924 they built a
small factory with their own hands and
started up again. Within four years
they had increased their output of silk
by 500 percent.

The refugees from Turkey acted as a
stimulus to an already existing silk in-
dustry which had been revitalized after
Greece became independent in 1821.
Between the world wars there were
flourishing factories all over Greece
and a large export market. Then came
the German occupation.

The Nazis banned the production of
silk because it could be used to make
parachutes. Some factories closed
down, others switched to different fab-
rics and a few, like that of the Etmet-
soglou family, continued limited pro-
duction to pay their workers and hid
the material.
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Happier times... the Etmetsoglou factoryin Volos, 193



One of the largest factories, at Soufli
in eastern Thrace, received severer
treatment. The factory’s owners, the
Tzipre family, were Jewish. The Nazis
confiscated all their silk and shipped
the entire family to Auschwitz and Bir-
kenau. Only two family members sur-
vived.

At this time, too, many of the mul-
berry plantations were cut down to
provide firewood and land for growing
food. In the depressed economic cli-
mate of post-war Greece they were not
replanted. The production of silk co-
coons in the villages was not officially
recognised as a cottage industry and
many silkmakers looked elsewhere for
work. Despite great difficulties, how-
ever, a number of silk manufacturers
started operations again.

Today the outlook for the Greek silk
industry is very bleak. Of the six sur-
viving factories listed in 1983 by the
Chamber of Commerce, only three are
still in production.

In Soufli, once a thriving silk manu-
facturing region, the only firm left is
that of Tsiakiris Brothers which pro-
duces everything from silk cocoons to
finished material for the domestic mar-
ket.

In Athens, only two factories still
produce silk cloth. Frini Silk is owned
by the Etmetsoglou family, which still
has a small factory in Volos and sells its
material in the shop at 34 Kolokotronis
Street. Ifantourgiou Nikaias is partly
owned by the two survivors of the
Tzipre family who also have a small
factory in Goumenissa. They sell their
products wholesale at 13 Agias
Filotheis Street. Both firms say that
production will grind to a halt within
the next two years — a sad end for the
survivors of so many adversities.

The oldest silk firm in Athens is that
of the Mantis family, which was estab-
lished in Pandrossou Street in 1864.
The business is now split between the
founders’ grandchildren, with a shop
and workshop at 29 Evangelistrias
Street, and their great-grandchildren,
round the corner in Kapnokareas
Square. The Mantis family buys un-
treated yarn from Soufli and Cyprus
and they work it themselves. It is dyed
and bleached and made up into thread
of different thicknesses, braid and tas-
sels — all still made by hand. The firm
supplies some hospitals with silk thread
which is used for delicate eye opera-
tions and for plastic surgery. They also
supply the Benaki Museum, where silk
thread is used for the repair of old
embroideries.

Today Greece produces around
50,000 kilos of silk cocoons annually,
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compared with 3,500,000 kilos in 1938.
When Greece joined the Common
Market the production of cocoons was
finally recognised as a cottage industry.
For every kilogram they sell, cocoon
producers are paid double the current
market price by a supplement from the
EEC. A state wholesaler receives a
further small supplement for every kilo
it handles.

Unfortunately, this long-awaited
help seems to be counterproductive.
The hard-pressed manufacturers say
that the price is now too high and the
quality of the silk poor, and that they
can no longer make silk at competitive

Ortakoi Guebe, a village with 16 silk factories before the Turks destroyed it in 1922

German soldiers confiscating silk from the Tzipre family’s factory in Soufli. During WW2
most of the people in the photograph died in the concentration camps of Auschwitz and
Birkenau

prices. But their main enemy is, of
course, the huge range of synthetic
materials which have cornered the mar-
ket. Due to the current interest in silk
embroidery, however, silk thread
manufacturers are managing to keep
their heads above water.

The one note of optimism in the de-
clining Greek silk industry comes from
Kalamata, long famous for its silk. The
only surviving factory, belonging to the
Gonos Family, no longer produces silk,
but the mayor of the city says he would
like to revive the industry. We wish him
luck. a
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ried to the sea. The best way to

approach ‘it for the first time, if
you can manage it, is by sea. Only then
can you feel that amazing first impact
of its muted colors, its mosques
silhouetted against the sky, its unique
position, the clangor of its busy harbor,
the sense of having entered a world
that is no longer Europe and yet is not
entirely Asiatic. Byzantium fell in
1453, but Byzantium — and not merely
the ghost of it — lives on in this city.

This is not an easy city to grasp. Af-
ter six visits, I still am confronted with
the unexpected. Istanbul is inexhausti-
ble. It has changed since the first time I
fell under its spell, just as Athens and
Cairo have, and for the same reasons.
It has altered so much that sometimes
you wonder if it is the same city. In the
past 30 years it has been invaded from
the Anatolian hinterland, by waves of
peasants from the remote interior who
were lured by the promise of gold and
a better life, and who have ended up
performing a thousand small jobs that
barely eke out a living, like the boys
and old men who stand near the bus
stops shouting “Bilet! Bilet!” all day
long. They are selling bus tickets at a
minuscule service charge to those who
do not have the time or patience to line
up and buy their own.

Even though the visitor is aware of
the change in the city’s population, the
old citizens of Istanbul are even more
conscious of it. People with whom I
spoke were grateful that I remembered
the city in the old days of the Tokat-
_lyan and the Park hotels, now both
gone, and the elegance of Abdullah’s
restaurant. Beyoglu, or Pera as it was
formerly called, the European section
of Istanbul, with its embassies, western
shops and tourist hotels, was then truly
international. In almost any shop you
entered, the clerks were able to wait on
you in Greek, English, French, Arme-
nian, Italian — even Russian — as well as
Turkish. Now, although the Turks do
their best to be helpful, for the most
part they speak only Turkish. Even the
Greek waiters, who greeted one as a
long-lost brother in the old days, are
now hard to come across.

All the same, if you look for it, Istan-
bul’s incredible palimpsest of cultures,
layer upon layer, can still be found.

The Byzantine Empire required only
two things of its citizens: that they
speak its language and practise its reli-
gion. The Ottoman Empire which suc-
ceeded it continued this tradition. The
sultans filled their harems with wives
and concubines from the Christian
population. The result was that the suc-

I stanbul, like Venice, is a city mar-
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cessors to the Sublime Porte were the
sons of Greek, Armenian, Circassian,
Russian mothers.

Toward the end of the eighteenth
century, Abdul Hamid I was presented
with a pretty French girl who had been
captured by pirates when she was re-
turning to her home in Martinique
from a convent in France. This was
Aimée Dubucq de Rivery, a cousin of
Josephine Tascher de la Pagerie who
was destined to become Napoleon’s
empress. The two girls never met
again, but they maintained a corres-
pondence ' throughout their lives.

Aimée spent the rest of her life within
the confines of the harem, first as the
adored wife of Abdul Hamid, then as
the friend of the Sultan Selim, and
finally as the queen mother of the Sul-
tan Mahmoud, “The Reformer”. In her
way she did a great deal to bring the
light of French liberalism to the remote
world of the Ottoman Empire. Lesley
Blanch has written about her at length
in her lively and highly readable The
Wilder Shores of Love.

As for the situation of the Greeks,
Sir Charles Eliot, a British diplomat
who lived in Turkey during the last two



decades of the nineteenth century, de-
scribed it in his book Turkey in
Europe, published in 1908.

“The quarter called Phanar, in the
Golden Horn, had become the resi-
dence not only of the Patriarch, but of
a Greek aristocracy. They were not the
descendants of the old Byzantine no-
bles, who all either emigrated or were
slain, but of the more prominent fami-
lies, half clerics and half merchants,
who grew up around the Patriarchate...

The churches and buildings of the Pha- -

nar are still remarkably unpretentious,
and recall the time when the residents

thought it wise to have no external sign
of wealth or prosperity, though the in-
terior of their houses was marked by
profuse luxury. As the military power
of the Turks declined, they began to
feel the need of diplomacy and of treat-
ing and negotiating with other nations,
which in their original arrogance, they
had always refused to do... About the
middle of the seventeenth century it
seems to have occurred to the Porte
that the Phanariots would be admirable
instruments for the purpose. Years of
oppression and insult had reduced
them to a satisfactory state of servil-
ity... and they were very clever. To the
subtlety bred of theological disputes
they added the shrewdness of mer-
chants and were rarely prevented by
any scruples from getting the best of
either an argument or a bargain. At
first they held very humble posts as
clerks or translators, but in 1669 the
Grand Vizier created for his secretary
Panayioti, a Chiot, the office of Divan
Terjumani, or Dragoman of the
Porte... Thus in the middle of the
eighteenth century, Christian Turkey
was in the hands of the Greeks.

“Thus the Greeks represent to a
large extent the intelligence of Tur-
key... They are inclined to politics,
public speaking and the press, all of
which are hateful to the Ottoman gov-
ernment, and they, therefore, are not
regarded with favour; but in all the
learned professions their intelligence
and ambition assure them pre-
eminence, and in the most trying cir-
cumstances they manage to lead a busy
life... A European when received by a
well-to-do Greek family notices few
signs of Oriental manners... The frock-
coats of the men and the dresses of the
ladies are probably of the most correct
style, and Eastern influence is not
more marked than it would be in an
English house in Pera.

“Like most of the intelligent and
money-making races of the world, the
Greeks are very conspicuous... Russian
towns where there are Jews seem to be
inhabited exclusively by Jews; and the
same may be said of Turkish towns
where there are Greeks. Turks and
Russians sit at home when nothing calls
them out; Jews and Greeks stand about
in the streets waiting to see what will
turn up. The Greek women spend most
of their time in sitting at the window,
and a house is valued in proportion to
the facilities which it offers for this
amusement. On feast days they issue
forth in their best clothes and solemnly
parade up and down some street which
fashion has set apart for this purpose.
In each town the Greek community is

kept together by various scholastic and
charitable institutions, and often pos-
sesses a syllogos, or literary and philo-
sophical society, where the more edu-
cated members meet together...”

The center of Greek life in Istanbul
is still the Patriarchate, in the old Fen-
er district described by Eliot. Through
a curious twist of history and politics,
the head of the Greek church still has
his seat there, the Ottoman govern-
ment having felt that the Orthodox
church was less a threat than the Ro-
man church of the Franks. Indeed, it
served as a bulwark against it.

When I telephoned the Patriarch for
an appointment, I was told that the
deacon to whom I had a letter of intro-
duction was in Greece, on leave. The
person who answered my call said,
“Just come. We are here.”

My taxi driver, obviously from the
provinces, had a hard time finding the
Patriarchate, even though I had hand-
ed him a card with the address written
in Turkish. He kept shouting to other

“drivers for directions. Finally, in de-

spair, he pulled in at a gas station,
dashed out of the cab, reappearced and
beckoned to me to come inside. 1 was
greeted by the Turkish proprietor who
looked like a retired British army offic-
er. He had blue eyes, white military
moustaches and Benjamin Franklin
glasses. He gave me the proper direc-
tions in English — we were only a
stone’s throw from our destination —
and when I thanked him, replied with a
smile, “Any time!”.

The section along the Golden Horn
which houses the Patriarchate is now
extremely run down. The Patriarchate
itself, hidden among warehouses and
factories that produce plywood and for-
mica, is a modest enclave consisting of
the Church of Saint George, office
buildings, and a school. Snow covered
everything with a muting blanket. It all
seemed infinitely remote from the
churning commercial world outside.
There were not many people about.
The deacon who received me offered
me tea, greeted me with cautious cour-
tesy, and assured me that they got on
very well with the present government
of Turkey. They had no problems, and,
in fact, were extremely pleased with
the situation. The city had never been
cleaner. And he hoped that I would
not write anything that might give
Greeks the wrong impression. The loc-
al congregation is now reduced to 6000
souls, but there was no problem about
their practising their faith.

I waited for my audience with the
Patriarch in a room furnished with
leatherette-covered office chairs. There
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ARCHBISHOP KYRILOS, THE PATRIARCHATE,

His Holiness Dimitrios, Patriarch of the
Greek Orthodox Church

was none of the subdued elegance of
the Archdiocese in New York. I passed
the time peering through the lace cur-
tains at the snow-covered walks and
the armed Turkish soldiers who stood
guard outside the gates.

The Patriarch of the Greek Ortho-
dox Church is a large, handsome,
elderly man. He did not seem to expect
to have his hand kissed. Instead, he ex-
tended a firm, warm handshake and a
benevolent smile. I was served a “sub-
marine”, a spoonful of mastic-flavored
vanilla in a glass of cold water. We
spoke in Greek. He seemed pleased
that I had read Maria Iordanidi’s book
Loxandra about life in old Istanbul,
and we talked about the city itself,
where he was born. No one else ar-
rived while I was there. The telephone
did not ring. Between the portraits of
bearded Greek prelates on the walls
hung a large picture of Kemal Atatiirk.
Finally, his Holiness Dimitrios rose,
shook my hand firmly once more and
wished me a good journey back to
Greece. The audience was over.

Back in the city’s streets, I was once
again confronted with its traffic. The
Ottoman style of driving has its baro-

-que aspects. Usually a beaded talisman

swings from the driver’s rear-view mir-
ror, with the word Mashallah “Allah
protect us!” woven into it, along with
hearts and butterflies and little birds
that swing on their perches. There are
times when you wonder if Allah will,
indeed, protect you; but actually there
is little to fear. Drivers invariably stop
for pedestrians, horns are seldom
heard, and there is a general air of
mutual consideration which says a lot
for the innate courtesy of the Turks.

I was returning to my hotel in a dol-
mush, a shared cab, as the large sta-
dium was being emptied after an im-
portant football match. We remained,
bumper to bumper, unmoving, for at
least half an hour. In all that time no
one leaned on his horn. No one cursed

or shouted. Everyone waited quietly.
On another occasion, my cab was trap-
ped in a narrow street near the Grand
Bazaar. Trucks were being unloaded in
front of us. There was no possibility of
reversing. The street was jammed with
porters bent double under their heavily
laden saddles. It looked as though we
would remain there forever. The driver
got out of the car, a few quiet words
were exchanged, and within minutes
the roadway was cleared and we were
free to move on.

Turkish is a difficult language for a
foreigner to grasp. There doesn’t seem
to be anything to hold on to. No phrase
flies to- recognition out of a sentence,
although to one who knows Greek
there are innumerable single words
which are familiar. What strikes one,
after living in the Greek-speaking
world, is that whereas the Greek, who
is for the most part small and lively,
produces deep guttural tones which
seem to emerge explosively from the
cavity of the belly, the Turk, who tends
to be large and heavy and slow of
speech and movement, produces head
tones which seem to be curiously high
and light coming from someone of his
relative size.

Wherever you go in Turkey these
days you are confronted by armed sol-
diers. At first the sight of them is dis-
concerting, if not frightening. After a
while one becomes resigned to it.
According to the Daily News, Turkey’s
English-language newspaper, martial
law will now remain in force only in
Ankara, Adana, Istanbul, Edirne,
Kars, Van, Ismir and 17 other pro-
vinces.

Although many Turks I met were
very interested in political develop-
ments in Greece, we did not discuss the
government of President Kenan Evren.
A western-educated engineer with
whom I had dinner one evening, and
whose sympathies were obviously liber-
al, if not leftist, told me that although

0Old houses along the Bosphorus
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there is strict censorship of the press
and of the theatre, he felt perfectly free
to discuss politics in public. When I
mentioned martial law, he explained
that it had been a necessary measure.
Nothing else, he said, could have stop-
ped the political killings which had
been tearing the country apart.

What is very much in evidence is the
living presence, almost 50 years after
his death, of the great Mustapha Kem-
al who brought Turkey after its long
sleep into the Western world. His pic-
ture is everywhere, as are his words
“Peace at home, peace in the world.”
Time after time T was assured that Tur-
key needed his leadership now more
than ever.

Today’s Turkey has discovered tour-
ism with a vengeance. The time when

Istanbul has never offered itself easi-
ly. Its abiding essence, as one knowing
traveller wrote, has always remained
hidden for those who do not search for
it. There are some forgotten quar-
ters, vertiginous cobbled alleys which
lead down to the Marmora, or lie
around the Silleymaniye mosque,
which are still as that great lover of
Turkey, Pierre Loti, knew them. The
bleached grayish wooden houses that
he loved are still there, the windows of
their top-heavy storeys sealed from
prying eyes by mouchrabiyehs. As you
pass, you are conscious of unseen eyes
watching you, shadows that lurk be-
hind the drawn silent lattices.
Graveyards abound.

When I am in Istanbul I never fail to
go up the Golden Horn to visit Eyiip.

you could visit Agia Sophia, the great
mosques and the treasures of Top Kapi
in solitary, unmolested contemplation
is over. The vast new tourist hotels are
like international compounds, no more
related to Turkey itself than so many
Disneylands. Once, however, you get
away from the major sights with their
lines of tour buses, and leave the big
hotels behind, you are in Turkey again.

Vzew of the Yeni Camt, the Bosphorus and the Galata Brzdge

It is a microcosm of Turkish life, with
its memories of Loti, its waterfront
bazaars, its quiet cafes and the vast
cemetery around the tomb and the
mosque of the venerated Eytlip Ansari,
the companion of the Prophet. The
sumptuous tombs recall the might of
long-dead pashas, and the lurching
weather-beaten steles of the unknown
dead echo Loti’s eternal “Alas!” and

The church of Agia Sophia, now a museum

“Nevermore!”.

The best time to go to Eyiip is in the
late afternoon, when the light falls be-
tween the cypresses and gilds the water
of the Golden Horn. You can even sit
among the resident cats at the so-called
tea house of Pierre Loti, which he
probably never visited, and gaze across
the water at the crumbling wooden

houses of Kasimpasha.
All the guide books, tourist pam-

phlets and touts will lead you inevitably
to the Top Kapi Serai, with its jewels
and Chinese porcelains, to the great-
ness of Agia Sophia and to the Sultan
Achmet Cami, the so-called Blue Mos-
que. They will also take you on to
some of the other mosques which the
great Greek engineer and architect
Sinan created in the sixteenth century,
leaving his mark on the city as distinct-
ly, as brilliantly, Sir Christopher Wren
left his on London a century later.

The Kapali Carshi, the covered mar-
ket or Great Bazaar, may prove dis-
appointing, unless you are determined
to acquire rugs and leather goods.
Antiques are no longer easy to find
there. What you see is chiefly junk,
and anything of interest is apt to be
vastly overpriced.

Celik Giilersoy, the general director
of the Touring and Automobile Club of
Turkey, in his Story of the Grand
Bazaar (obtainable through the Tour-
ing Club) tells us ruefully, “Now the
arts and crafts are no longer creative,

A typical street in the old city

Haltg, in the center of Istanbul
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but merely selling points of items that
the machines in a factory have churned
out at the rate of so many an hour. The
face, features, attitude and posture of a
man who works and toils over some-
thing is different to someone else’s,
‘who just takes items off the shelf and
hands them over to the shoppers.... In
the near past, 40 or 50 years ago, both
our houses and our people had charac-
teristics, but the crowds in today’s
Bazaar don’t. Or, I must be excused,
for I cannot see them.”

Of the sights to be seen off the
beaten track, first and foremost is the
Kahriye Cami, the former Byzantine
church of Saint Saviour in Chora, tuck-
ed away among the cobbled lanes of
the Fener district. An excellent and
well-illustrated guide in English is
obtainable through the Touring Club.
This small and enchanting church is
one of the great monuments of Byzan-
tine art. Its mosaics and frescoes were
meticulously cleaned and restored be-
tween 1948 and 1958, under the direc-
tion of Thomas Whittemore and Paul
Underwood, under the auspices of the
Byzantine Institute and Dumbarton
Oaks. It is sad that there is no plaque
on the premises (or, for that matter, in
Agia Sophia) acknowledging the dedi-
cated work of these men. In any event,
the results are breath-taking. It is
worth going to Istanbul if only to see
the great fresco of the Resurrection,
depicting Christ dragging Adam and

Eve from their tombs. It is as astound-'

ing as an explosion, the equal in majes-
ty and effect to anything in the Sistine
Chapel.

Another treasure of the city which
most tourists are apt to overlook is the
newly-restored Riistem Pasha Cami, a
small mosque near the Misr Carshi, the
spice bazaar. To reach it you make
your way through crowded alleys heavy
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with the pungence of cumin and corian-
der. The mosque is a small triumph of
Ottoman art. To the Western mind,
the aim of religious architecture was to
create an effect of darkness and awe.
The genius of the Islamic builder was
to lead you through dark passageways
until you emerge into a bubble of light,
in this case made particularly brilliant
by the Isnik tiles which decorate the in-
terior. The best time to visit a mosque
is on a bright day, when the light can
create the desired effect.

The newly arranged and relocated
Museum of Turkish and Islamic Art is
in the old Ibrahim Pasha Serai, in the
Hippodrome Square, behind the Sultan
Achmet Cami. Imaginatively and faith-
fully restored, it houses a choice collec-
tion, each piece mounted and lit with
care, giving a clear and uncluttered im-
pression of the Islamic genius for the
decorative arts. To add to its delights,
the Museum offers a traditional Tur-

kish coffee shop containing a wind-up
phonograph with a morning-glory
horn. There is also a small bookshop
where some of the best and least ex-
pensive gifts to be found in Istanbul
can be purchased.

The reawakening of interest among
modern Turks in their Ottoman tradi-
tion is also evident in a number of res-
torations which have taken place just
outside the city.

I spent a cro<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>