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"The Goat Dancers of Skyros”
follows one of the most
celebrated rituals of Greek
Carnival. This Dionysiac
pageant and pandemonium of
goat bells, goatskin masks and
men dressed as women is
described by Elizabeth Herring
and photographed by Emil
Moriannidis. Page 22

in this issue

His supporters see him as a
true patriot and an uncorrupt-
ible leader; his critics call him
“a consummate hypocrite”.In
“Papandreou: Three Years of
Socialism in Greece” journalist
Lee Stokes suggests the reasons
why the enigmatic Prime
Minister has sought to give his
country a new and controver-
sial image. Page 17
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The underground songs of
“rembetika” which were born
in the seaports of the Aegean
early in the century are enjoy-
ing a great revival.

"Rembetomania” is the
phenomenon; B. Samantha

- Stenzel is the guide to this mu-

sic and its nightlife world now
flourishing in Athens.
Page 26
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time and effort.
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Barometric Readings

For the fourth year in a row now
— and ever since they entered the
Common Market in 1980 — the
Greeks are the most optimistic peo-
ple in the EC. This piece of good
news comes compliments of the
Council of Europe’s publication
Eurobarometer. And not only this,
but a glance at the statistics show
that Greeks are getting more op-
timistic every year. Simple calcula-
tion shows that at this rate of in-
crease, Greeks will be one hundred
percent optimistic by 1990, thus in-
cluding members of small political
parties, owners of medium-sized
commercial enterprises and big
businessmen.

How is one to account for this
phenomenon? A number of queries
come to mind:

The joys of socialism? This, of
course, is the first question that leaps
into one’s head, but the publica-
tion’s statistics cast a shadow of
doubt. Sharing the same joys, the
French under M. Mitterrand have
tied with the Belgians as the most
pessimistic people in the EC. So, un-
less one follows the proposition that
one man’s meat is another man’s
poison, one shall have to look else-
where for an answer.

The low inflation rate? Although
the current estimated eighteen per-
cent inflation is a bit lower then last
year, it is still a good deal higher
than any other EC member. In Janu-
ary alone, petrol, cheese and plane
tickets (to pick items at random: the
choice is broad) rose sharply. Fur-
thermore, there was a hike in the
price of the three stuffs which,
grouped together, may be said to

constitute the Greek staff of life: -

namely, bread, cigarettes and —
God help us — water,
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The lack of strikes? Unlikely. In
January nearly everyone in Athens
was on strike, though most notably
taxi drivers, bank personnel, doctors
and bakers.

The high quality of services?
Probably not. There is general dis-
agreement as to whether the depth
of the potholes in the city is greater
than the height of the uncollected
garbage sacks, or the other way
about.

The sound state of the economy?
Dubious. During the third week in
January the drachma reached an all-
time ‘high’ of 131.8 to the dollar.
Meanwhile there was the unnerving
news that many of the dollars cir-
culating in Athens (and the brisk
black market price for them is con-
siderably higher) were forged. The
only possible solace here is that even
counterfeit dollars may be worth
more than real drachmas.

That Athens has been declared the
cultural capital of Europe this year?
Maybe yes, maybe no. Composer
Yiannis Xenakis’ ‘‘Many-dimen-
sional Athens’’ — the multi-media
‘celebration of the century’ — has
recently come under fire from ar-
chaeologists who fear that the
helicopter ballet over the Acropolis
may cause damage to the monu-
ments. Nor has the government fi-
nally agreed. Mr Xenakis’ request
that the Greek army be on hand to
assist as stage hands is quite at odds
with Mr Parandreou’s latest military
‘dogma’ which has the armed forces
not facing Athens but the East. Fur-
thermore, the Xenakis detailed
screenplay states that the perfoming
helicopters at the end of their act

““will suddenly disappear.’”’ This is

hardly compatible with Mr Arsenis’
tight budget which, having provided

our town

i

with difficulty for ‘the purchase of °
the century’, can hardly afford a ‘se-
cond purchase of the century.’

The imminent completion of the
Athens metro? Impossible. The new
plans which connect the under-
ground inner city system with the
above-ground outer city one is cer-
tainly impressive. A scenario now
exists which has these systems hook-
ing up with the Spata International
Airport in 1996.

This will be a fine thing, given of
course that the government — or
governments — remember during
this interval to build one. As one
of the first news items ever published
in this magazine (circa A.D. 1974)
announced that work on the metro
was about to begin — and nothing
has got beyond the drawing board
stage since then — this project will
most likely become ‘the purchase of
the 21st century.” But that doesn’t
make any difference. Since we’re all
optimists, we know we have lots of
centuries ahead of us. Whatever may
be said for Karl Marx and Reaga-
nomics, when it comes to progress
we know that Charles Darwin is on
our side. It just takes a little longer.

What is it, then, that makes
Greeks optimistic? Is it something
that is part and parcel of the DNA
in Greek life? If so, this may explain
why it has had a longer life than any
other country in the European
Community.

Reading the small print in the Eu-
robarometer survey, however, there
is a subtle shift in emphasis, for the
question put to citizens of EC coun-
tries was, ‘‘Do you think things will
get better in 19857’ If, by chance,
they thought that things couldn’t get
worse, then, logically, the answer is,
““Yes, things can only get better.”
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by I ee Stokes and Sloane Elliott

Cyprus: Optimism Suffers a Setback

A shift in American foreign policy and a role for
the Soviet Union may lead to a permanent settlement

The first meeting in five years between
Cypriot President Spyros Kyprianou
and Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf
Denktash has taken place in New York
amid reports that, for the first time,
both the United States and the Soviet
Union, for different reasons, are seek-
ing a solution to the long-standing
problem.

A notable shift in U.S. foreign policy
led Greek officials to express initial
optimism over the long term effects of
the UN-sponsored talks. An Athens
administration official told The Athe-
nian that his government’s reserved
optimism was attributable to what is
perceived to be “a positive decision by
the United States to pressure Ankara
to make concessions, as part of a wider

U.S. policy plan in the eastern
Mediterranean.”
He explained that the Reagan

Administration’s decision to concen-
trate efforts on improving relations
with the Soviet Union, brushing up its
image in the Middle East and stopping
a disastrous confrontation between two
NATO allies had made a solution to
the Cyprus problem “imperative”.

The official said, however, that no
viable solution can be easily reached.
“An eventual agreement will-have to
last,so by definition there will be hitch-
es,” he said. “But it’s the final outcome
that counts.”

A Turkish military invasion of the is-
land in 1974 left the non-aligned repub-
lic divided while constituting the major
factor in the deterioration of both
Greek-Turkish and Greek-American
relations.

A senior Greek government official
warned that the Greeks will “not
accept another sell-out on Cyprus.”
This view was reiterated by Premier
Andreas Papandreou during the visit
here last month of Egyptian President
Mubarak. The Premier warned that for
Greece, a withdrawal of Turkish
~occupation troops from northern Cyp-
rus was a necessary quid pro quo if true
stability was to be achieved.

Though  Premier  Papandreou,
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considered a hard-liner on Greek-
Turkish issues, has seconded optimism
over the outcome of the New York
talks expressed by President Spyros
Kyprianou, he also warned ruling party
cadres at a recent meeting: “A Cyprus
solution will not necessarily decrease
tension in the Aegean” between
Greece and Turkey.

In an assessment, an Athens admi-
nistration official said the United States
and the Soviet Union seemed to have
reached an informal understanding
that, provided Moscow desists from ex-
ploiting Greek-Turkish differences, the
United States will respect the non-
aligned status of Cyprus. The Soviet
Union, he said, does not want to see
NATO members Britain, Greece and
Turkey play an increasing role in Cyp-
riot affairs.

The planned accord foresees an
abandonment by the Turkish minority
community of the autonomous republic
set up more than a year ago by Mr
Denktash in the Turkish-occupied
north of the island, and place itself
under a central, federal republic.

The Greek side is requesting that a
date be set for the final withdrawal of
about 18,000 Turkish occupation
troops from the island, guarantees pre-
ferably from the superpowers of Cyp-
riot independence and integrity, and
the right of every Cypriot, whether
Greek or Turkish, to move to, settle in
or own property on any part of the is-
land he chooses.

The Turks are accepting only the
principle of an eventual troop with-
drawal from the strategic island. But
Greek sources say a firm timetable
must be set before agreement is
reached.

Turkish Cypriot sources told The
Athenian that the Turkish side would
be willing to see an increase in the
number of mainland Greek troops sta-
tioned among the island’s Greek com-
munity, provided up to 5,000 mainland

- Turkish troops are allowed to remain

in the north.
But such an agreement may not be

acceptable to the Soviet Union, which
feels non-aligned Cyprus has too many
NATO troops on it as it is.

Insistence by the Turkish Cypriots of
the retention of Turkish troops on the
island exemplifies the mutual distrust
which still divides the island, ten years
after the American-backed colonels’
regime in Athens ousted Archbishop
Makarios in a move which preceded
the Turkish invasion of the island. It is
this insistence which is believed to
have contributed to a temporary set-
back to January’s New York talks.

But the highly successful New Year’s
ball, hosted by the Union of Cypriot
Journalists in Nicosia and attended by
both Greeks and Turks, showed that
the ice can and has been broken. For
the first time, President Kyprianou and
a senior member of the Turkish Cyp-
riot community, Rauf Denktash’s son,
each called for a reconciliation.

Yet memories of past experiences
have made Greek Cypriots wary of
being too optimistic. “We can’t raise
the hopes of 200,000 refuges, removed
from their homes at gunpoint by the
Turkish army, unless we are absolutely
sure that the Turks mean business,”
said one Cypriot diplomat. He said that
since Cypriot independence from Brit-
ish colonial rule in 1960, the 18 percent
strong Turkish minority paralyzed the
Cypriot state by employing its power of
veto. Athens has warned Nicosia that
for any solution to be viable, a Turkish
Cypriot veto must not be allowed to
paralyze the state. But such a fool-
proof constitution was another of the
stumbling blocks which led a postpone-
ment of the U.N.-sponsored talks.

Whether these talks, when they re-
start, will result ina viable solution does
not seem to depend only on the two
Cypriot ~ communities, but on
superpower intrigue. “A solution today
may not suit the interests of a super-
power in five years’ time, and then we
start all over again,” one pessimistic
Greek journalist quipped. But for the
people of Cyprus, optimism is the only
solution.



Greeks are world’s

Greece has registered the highest num-
ber of traffic accidents and victims in the
West for the thirteenth consecutive year,
thereby proving the popular argument
that Greek drivers are among the most
dangerous in the world. The situation is
deteriorating, furthermore; in contrast
to a general improvement in road safety
standards in most other countries.

Paradoxically, = drunken driving is
almost non-existent in Greece,though in
countries like the United States and Ger-
many it accounts for sixty percent of
motoring accidents. Here, blame is
placed mainly on the poor condition of
roads and vehicles and on the notorious
“national character” — a reference to
Greeks’ Mediterranean temperament
which contributes to reckless driving.

The statistics and the analysis of the
Greek phenomenon were presented in a
number of conferences which took place
in December. The European Confer-
ence of Transport Ministers reported
that the number of dead from traffic
accidents in Greece has risen 70.3 per-
cent over the thirteen-year period 1970-
83. To the contrary, they dropped about
20 percent in the nineteen participating
countries of western Europe, the U.S.,
Canada, Japan and Australia. ,

The number of dead from traffic acci-
dents every year in Greece has risen
from 1,043 in 1970 to 1,776 in 1983, or to
five killed and twenty-two injured every
day. Proportionately, this was reported
to be twice as many as in West Germany
and Holland and four times as many as in
Sweden and the U.S. it

The only other countries which reg-
istered increases, though considerably
less than Greece, were Spain, Portugal,

most dangerous drivers

Turkey and Yugoslavia. Conference
participants said this confirmed the
popular view that driving is most danger-
ous in the Mediterranean countries,
where people are of a more temper-
amental nature. This poses a particular
problem for the millions of western tour-
ists who drive while in these countries.

The conference reported that driving
has become safer in most other coun-
tries, thanks to preventive legislation
such as the lowering of speed limits and
the compulsory use of safety belts. In the
19 western European countries, the
number of drivers, passengers and
pedestrians killed dropped from 86,603
in 1970 to 69,375 in 1983. The reduction
was achieved despite a near doubling in
the number of vehicles over the same
period, from 64 million to 116 million.

The international statistics in turn
prompted a meeting of the Association
of Greek Traffic Experts, which pro-

vided additional comparative figures. It
said that in 1983 there were 12.6 persons
killed in Greece per 100,000 inhabitants,
compared to a world index of only 6.8. In
other terms, there were 9.4 deaths per
10,000 vehicles, compared to a world
index of 7.5. :

The Greek experts noted that deaths
from transport accidents worldwide con-
tinue to account for as much as 90 per-
cent of all deaths from “destructive
causes”, including war. Of these, 98 per-
cent are accounted for by road traffic
accidents, and only two percent by sea,
rail and air transport.

As to the causes for the poor Greek
record, the conference noted that mainly
to blame was the “human factor” — the
Greek drivers themselves. It said this
included excessive speeding, illegal
overtaking and a general violation of
traffic regulations. Another major share
of the blame was laid on the poor condi-
tion of Greek roads, the inadequate traf-
fic signs, and the neglected state of vehi-
cles. A survey in December sponsored
by Alexander Rousopoulos, the Minis-
try of Transport Secretary-General, de-

termined that 62 percent of public trans-

port and commercial vehicles, such as
buses and trucks, are unsafe.

Transport Ministry experts say that
the main explanation for this latter sta-
tistic is the fact that almost all vehicles in
Greece are imported and therefore cost
about three times more than the Euro-
pean and North American average. This
leads Greek owners to keep their cars for
as long as possible before making a new
purchase, and to avoid buying the ex-
pensive spare parts unless absolutely
necessary.
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The electoral law
The draft of the long-awaited new elec-
toral law was made public on January
10 after it was submitted to President
Karamanlis by the prime minister.

While the new law has abolished the
extreme form of the reinforced prop-
ortional representational system in
effect until now, which required that
parties have 17% or more of the total
vote in order to enter the second
round, it is by no means the simple
representational system which PASOK
had promised in the pre-election cam-
paign of 1981.

In effect, the law is a token com-
promise offering little equity to the
small parties while providing restric-

tions which will allow the leading party
to govern effectively in parliament with
an independent majority.

Although New Democracy leader
Constantine Mitsotakis described the
law as “an honest electoral system”,
members of left-wing parties demonst-
rated in central Athens demanding the
simple representation which PASOK
promised four years ago.

New dogma

The new Armed Forces “dogma”
which emphasizes defense against the
East rather than the North was proc-
laimed by the Minister of the Armed

Forces, whose portfolio is carried by.

Prime Minister Papandreou. Although
further geographical details were not
mentioned, the doctrine clearly sug-
gests that Turkey, and not the Warsaw
pact bloc is the chief concern of
Greece’s vital national interests. There
was no quarrel with this proclamation.
Honorary president of New Democra-
cy, Evangelos Averof, long Defense
Minister in the 1970s, said simply that

this “dogma” was by no means new .

and was a central policy of the former
Rallis and Karamanlis governments.
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Cultural fabrication

Before a large audience at the Foreign
Press Association in December, former
Minister Nicolaos K. Martis presented
his book The Falsification of Macedo-
nian History. (Athens, 1984). The En-
glish, French and German translations,
now available, have been published
and distributed by the Alexander S.
Onassis Public Benefit Foundation.

“The Macedonian Question”, which
occupied so much diplomatic attention
at the beginning of the century, re-
mains a heated issue though it changes
in form.

The present controversy stems from
1944 when the Yugoslav Communist
Party renamed southern Serbia, the
Socialist Republic of Macedonia and
‘established its capital at Skopje.

Since then an elaborate cultural fab-
rication has been carefully woven for
political purposes, with even the crea-
tion of a “Macedonian” tongue taken
mostly from a Slavic idiom. This ersatz
language, the author states, is now
being naively taught as “Macedonian”
at universities in Turkey, Spain, the
U.S. and Canada. Furthermore, books
printed in Skopje refer to Greek Mace-
donia as a region that “has not been
liberated yet.”

Mr Martis, a former M.P. who has
held ministerial posts in successive con-
servative governments, seeks to set the
record straight by arguing that the
Socialist Republic of Macedonia is a
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deliberate misnomer; that Skopje itself
was never in Macedonia; and that
archaeologically, historically, ethnically
and linguistically, the Macedonians
were, and always have been, Greek
and only Greek.

Academy prizes

At the end-of-year ceremonies at the
Academy of Athens, gold medals were
awarded to lakovos, Archbishop of
North and South America, for 25
years’ dedication to the Greek com-
munities in the US; The Jewish Com-
munity of Thessaloniki for its gift in
establishing Hellenic House at the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem; The
Chalkis School of Sacred Theology for
127 years’ service to Orthodoxy; and to
Evangelismos Hospital on the centen-
ary of its foundation.

Silver medals were awarded to art
historian and former director of the
National Gallery, Marinos Kalligas, for
his contribution to Byzantine historical
studies and neohellenic art; and to the
Marika Iliadi Maternity Hospital.

The most moving award went to the
widow of Theoharis Spyridakis, a sailor
who gave up his life attempting to save
a mother and two children in the ship-
wreck of the Chryssi Avgi in the Kabo
d’ Oro channel last February.

The Kostas and Eleni Ouranis Prizes
went to Dimitrios Papaditsos (poetry),
Marianna Ainou-Koutouzi (prose),

Nikos Triandafyllopoulos (essays) and
Loti Petrovits-Androutsopoulos (chil-
dren’s literature).

Tragi-comic scenario

A Swiss army exercise based on a
hypothetical invasion of Greece, trigger-
ing off World War III, caused an uproar
in the government last December.

This episode was ferreted out and
publicized by the ever-alert satirical
weekly, To Pondiki.

The first scene of this action-packed
scenario opened with PASOK’s rigging a
national election, causing a violent reac-
tion from the opposition, Greece’s con-
sequent pulling out of NATO and a
Soviet invasion of Hellas via Bulgaria.
The last scene ended somewhat anticli-
macticly with vague James Bond derry-
doings in the Caribbean.

Athens was not amused. The Swiss
Ambassador Charles Steinhauslen was
called to the carpet for explanations.
The explanation was that it was a “mis-
take”. The Soviet news agency TASS
now got into the “scenario of the sce-
nario” act claiming that the US was
browbeating Greece into “military hys-
teria” and pressurizing neutral Switzer-
land into being an accomplice.

The leak, it was said, sprang from a
left-wing Zurich newspaper, and the
writer in question was taken into cus-
tody for questioning. At this moment,
the whole matter was dropped with
appropriate apologies.
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Kosmos

The archbishop donates
Just before Christmas Archbishop
Serafeim of Athens announced that he
would posthumously donate his eyes
and kidneys for transplant operations.
Two weeks later the president of the
Panhellenic Union for the Gift of Life
(PEPROZA) Niki Leondiou praised
the archbishop for this resolve, adding
that if one percent of the 87,000
Greeks who die annually followed his
example, it would save the lives of
many of the 2,000 Greeks who are suf-
fering from kidney failure, as well as
give hope to the 4,000 Greeks who are
blind.

Blessing of the waters
Epiphany was celebrated with due
solemnity before leaders of state in
Piraeus. In fact, each year it grows
more solemn as the waters there be-
come more polluted. No youths are
permitted to jump in the waters there
today, and even the cross is cast and
drawn back on a string without much
kefi.

In Rafina, however, the ceremony
was cheerfully different. Tall, blonde
Nitsa Kalpaki, fully dressed, jumped
into the sea with all the boys, and re-
treiving the cross, kissed it and brought
it back to the officiating priest. The
event was considered a major break-
through in achieving equality of the
sexes.

The maidens encased

The Caryatids are back on view. Re-
moved from the Erechtheum in 1979
and trundled on a mini-railroad to the
Acropolis Museum, they were swathed
in burlap for several years. Now they
are being shown in an enormous glass
case which is being filled with inert nit-
rogen gas, as carbon dioxide pollution
exists within the Acropolis Museum it-
self.

French-Greek memorial

The recently renovated and enlarged
library of the French Institute was
reinaugurated as the Octave Merlier
Library of January 8. One of the most
influential Philhellenes of this century,
Merlier first came to Athens in 1923
and the same year married a Greek
student, Melpomeni Logotheti. He be-
came a professor at the institute in
1925 and was its director from 1945 to
1961. Over the course of 35 years the
Merliers  cemented
cultural relations with important ex-
hibitions such as the one dedicated to
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the poet Dionysios Solomos in 1957.
They also created the active Merlier
Foundation of Asia Minor Studies.
Merlier extensively translated modern
Greek poetry into French. He died in
1976 and his wife in 1979.

Future indefinite

The television event of the New Year
was this season’s revival of the Amer-
ican serial, Dynasty, on January 11.
The imminent departure from the saga
of Joan Collins, whose autobiography
Past Imperfect is a bestseller in Athens,
has, however, left a bittersweet taste in
ERT 2’s intellectual life, made more
uncertain by the final, 150th install-
ment of The Sullivans.

Women on the march
Under the auspices of the under minis-
try of Youth and Athletics and the slo-
gan “Women and Athletics — Circula-
tion and Life,” women of all ages in 22
areas of Greece from Thrace to Crete
took to the hills on a December Sun-
day, emphasizing the importance of ex-
ercise to health. From Attica alone,
5,000 women and girls gathered to
tramp over Mount Parnitha. At the
end of the trek, they were rewarded
with hot tea, recorded music from all
the regions of Greece and a photo-
graphic exhibition illustrating the plea-
sures of mountain life.

Golden treasury

At a reception at the Hotel Grande
Bretagne in December, the famous
jeweller Ilias Lalaounis launched his
publication ~ Metamorphoses. “ The
volume richly illustrates ‘Lalaounis’
creations in gold, mostly inspired by
the Greek heritage from Minoan to
Byzantine times. Also illustrated are
pieces from his private museum of the
goldsmith’s art, drawn from botany and
marine zoology. The book is available
in New York and Paris, and here in
Greek, French and English editions.

Change in cast .

On January 7, New Democracy leader
Constantine Mitsotakis relieved deputy
and former Minister of Finance Mil-
tiades Evert from his post on the par-
ty’s election committee and replaced
him with Anna Synodinou. The
appointment of Synodinou, one of the
great interpreters of Sophocles’ and
Euripides’ heroines on the modern
Greek stage, led to the quip that New

- Democracy was going into rehearsal

for a great tragedy in October, the pre-
sumed month for national elections.
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Body Control Studio

At the Body Control Studio we work on the Pilates
technique. This technique applies to men and women
of all ages, it strengthens, lengthens, stretches,
reshapes the muscles, and corrects body posture.

It is also highly recommended for dancers’ place-
ment as well as for people having back problems.

For further information call: 360- 2617 1:00 pm to 7:00 pm.

Nikos Karydis

Nikos Karydis, who died in Athens on
December 13 at the age of 67, may be
best remembered as the man “who
gave birth to” two recipients of the
Nobel Prize for Literature. Poets
George Seferis and Odysseas Elytis
were both published by “Ikaros”, the
most influencial publishing house of
modern Greek literature.

“Ikaros” was founded by Karydis
during the darkest period of the Nazi
occupation in 1943 together with the
late Alekos Patsifas and Marios Plor-
itis. Among-a host of important pub-
lications besides the works of Seferis
and Elytis, “Ikaros” brought out com-
prehensive editions of Sikelianos and
Cavafy, as well as the complete works
of Shakespeare in the Vassilis Rotas
translation which are considered the
definitive texts in modern Greek.

Karydis was himself a poet of distinc-
tion. Born in Athens in 1917 and after
studying law at the University of
Athens, Karydis turned to poetry and
produced his first volume of verse in
1944, His eighth, and last, volume was
published in 1983. The Academy of
Athens honored him first in 1958 and
awarded him in 1983 the Kostas and
Eleni Ouranis Prize for Poetry.

Always closely attached to the stage,

Karydis was associated with Karolos
Koun’s Art Theater from its inception
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Obituaries

in 1942. From 1974 to 1980 he served
on both the governing and artistic
boards.of the National Theater.

Vassos Vassiliou

Vassos Vassiliou died at the age of 70
in Athens on January 8. Known always
as VAS. VAS., he was one of the most
noted journalists of the post-World
War 2 period.

Born in Arta, he studied law and
literature at the University of Thessalo-
niki. Likewise, he began his journalis-
tic career in Northern Greece. During
the war he free-lanced, first as theater
critic for Filologika Chronika (1943)
and later as film critic for the esteemed
periodical Nea Estia. _

After the war he headed the Press
Office under General Papagos’ Nation-
al Rally Party. In 1964 he joined the
Athanassiades group of newspapers
and remained the leading political jour-
nalist for Vradyni until his death. Dur-
ing the junta period he worked actively
with foreign newspapers, journals and
radio stations. With the return of
democracy in 1974 he was appointed by
his close friend, Constantine Karaman-
lis, Undersecretary of Culture and Sci-
ences in the government of National

" Unity.

In the same year, VAS. VAS. was
elected New Democracy deputy to par-

Ringing in the new
Amongst the first pitta-cutters on New
Year’s Day were the bikini-clad Winter
Swimmers of Old Phaliron who cut
their cake on the beach. Sporting and
government officials who attended the
ceremony were bundled up in over-
coats... Meanwhile deep in the bowels
of Mount Hymettus, members of the So-
ciety of Greek Speliologists in parkas
and hard - hats cut their pitta in the Peo-
nian Cave... The Union of Greek Wom-
an celebrated with its president, Mrs
Margaret  Papandreou, declaring,
“First, I am a women; then I am PA-
SOK”’. Prime Minister Papandreou ob-
served the holidays traditionally by
dancing the kalamatianos with military
officers and attending the New Year’s
Day Te Deum at the metropolitan
cathedral of Athens with President
Karamanlis. During this season of joy
and goodwill, the Prime Minister was
observed shaking hands twice with op-
position leader Constantine Mitsotakis
— bringing the grand total to three
times.

liament from Athens. When Greece
joined the common market, he became
active in Greek-EC cultural affairs and
in 1981 he was elected president of the
Hellenic Cinema Center. He was the
author of many books on international
affairs, specializing in eastern Euro-
pean bloc politics.

Pavlos Palaiologos
Pavlos Palaiologos who died in Athens
in his nintieth year on December 13
was the dean and “Nestor” of Greek
journalism.

Palaiologos was born in Constantino-
ple in 1895, and, while studying law at
the University of Athens, began writ-
ing for the daily Acropolis in 1915. In
1920, he started his own newspaper in
Constantinople. After the Greek-
Turkish war, he worked as a corres-
pondent for Greek newspapers in
Paris, Berlin and New York.

For years Palaiologos had his own
column twice a week on the front page
of Vima and later worked for Elefther-
otypia. Writing on every conceivable
subject, he was a chronicler of over
half a century of Greek life.

A shy and modest man, Palaiologos
became during his 61-year career, in
the words of the President of the Un-
ion of Athenian Daily Newspapers,
“the teacher to generations of journal-
ists.”
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In Brief

The broad, short thoroughfare con-
necting the the University of Athens
with Klafthmonos Square, Korai
Street, will become a pedestrian walk
this month. It should give extra space
for the expression of young Athenians’
latest fad, break-dancing. Most side-
walks in Athens are break-necking.

Dimitris Maroudas, the government
spokesman, explained to the multitude
that Prime Minister Papandreou’s in-
terview on CBS-TV on January 6 was
naturally distorted since it was reduced
from many hours of tape. Perhaps the
title of the program on which it was
held, “Sixty Minutes”, should be
altered.

An important seminar was held at
Evangelismos Hospital in December.
Under the general title “Cancer: The
Greek Experience”, it focused on
breast cancer. At the seminar Dr Yian-
nis Garas warned that Greek women
generally avoid preventative medicine
and fear having mammographs. As a
result, there have been over 3,500 mas-
tectomies performed at Agios Savvas
Hospital in Athens in the last few
years. Two thousand Greek women de-
velop breast cancer each year and the
number is growing by five percent
annually.

Opposition newspaper Vradyni caused
further economic uneasiness when it
reported that many of the new 5,000
drachma notes were either forged or
badly printed. As the drachma “rose”
to 130 to the dollar, the Bank of
Greece retorted, “Greek banknotes are
among the best in the world.”

A large exhibition entitled “Omaggio a
Creta” opened in Rome on January 14.
The occasion was the one hundredth
anniversary of the first Italian excava-
tions in Crete. Among the speakers at
the opening of the exhibition were the
renowned archaeologist of Phaistos,
Doro Levi, and the director of the
Iraklion Museum, John Sakellarakis.

Despite continuing economic stagna-
tion, the number of new private passen-
ger cars rose in the first nine months of
1984 over the same period in 1983 by 15
percent, according to the National Sta-
tistical Bureau. These figures may re-
flect a reaction to the declining state of

public transport. During this same

period, 256 new buses went into circula-
tion in 1984, as opposed to 842 in 1983.
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Mzr. Papandreou’s CBS Interview:
Requiem for a Foreign Policy?

Shortly after rising to power Prime
Minister Andreas Papandreou gave an
interview to the ABC Television net-
work. It was undoubtedly a great suc-
cess. In effect this was possibly the
single moment when the Greek social-
ist Prihe Minister’s - popularity had
reached its peak. During the interview
Mr Papandreou emerged as an articu-
late and sensible nationalist who was
unwilling to be taken for granted by
Greece’s allies in order to protect the
country’s national interests. Greece’s
allies, he had argued, in the name of a
hard-nosed realpolitik had been parti-
cularly insensitive vis-a-vis the junta,
the Cyprus tragedy, and the Turkish
threat in the Aegean. His policy, he
essentially argued, was to sensitize the
Allies to such problems, without break-
ing Greece’s ties to the West. The gov-
ernment felt the interview was so suc-
cesful that it was shown four to five
times on both Greek TV channels.

Recently Mr Papandreou gave an in-
terview to another American TV chan-
nel, CBS. However, this time the inter-
view did not appear on Greek televi-
sion and was carefully shelved. The ob-
vious question is: why did this happen?
There can only be one answer: the in-
terview was not perceived by PASOK
as a successful means to boost the
socialist government’s lagging popular-
ity.

After reading the text of the inter-
view which appeared in the press, one
comes to the general conclusion that
Mr Papandreou handled himself as well

as possible under the circumstances.

However, contrary to what happened

in the 1981 interview, he now had a

44

* ‘against

foreign policy record to defend and thus
could not limit himself to being the
haughty accuser. In effect it was exact-
ly his foreign policy record which
forced him into retreat. Gone, for ex-
ample, was Papandreou’s moralizing
superiority, as he now tried hard to ex-
onerate his own — at times incompre-
hensible and morally unjustifiable —
realpolitik. His defense was, as usual,
eloquent. However, under pressure, it
cracked in many instances. More than
anything else Mr Papandreou resorted
time and time again to a series of ob-
vious evasions. At times he was forced
to concede points which he otherwise
would have never acknowledged (at
least in public). Finally, a number of
his arguments were hardly persuasive
and lacked conviction. Thus there
emerges from the interview the picture
of a politician who undoubtedly has the
ability to defend his policies, but also
of a set of policies which are, in most
cases, indefensible. That is exactly why
ERT 1 and ERT 2 chose, wisely, to
bury Mr Papandreou’s CBS interview.

Five Specific Examples

A number of specific examples give
credence to the above general observa-
tions:

When Mr Papandreou was asked
why he thought that capitalism makes
the U.S. “imperialists”, and socialism
makes the USSR a peace-loving coun-
try, his approach was twofold: Firstly,
he avoided repeating his "accusations
the U.S. and completely
ignored the issue. Secondly, he dealt
carefully with the issue of the USSR,

by John C. Loulis

avoiding to exonerate it from the
charges of “imperialism” on the basis
of its socialistic economic system,
which — as he had argued at his party’s
congress — is not supposed to breed ex-
pansionism. Instead he now pursued a
new line of argument and claimed that
the USSR, having abandoned marxism-
leninism, has ceased to be revolution-
ary, and thus expansionist.

Needless to say Mr Papandreou did
not answer the questions: Is a capitalist
country inevitably expansionist? Is a
socialist country unavoidably non-
expansionist? In effect, Mr Papan-
dreou’s new position raises another
question: If a socialist country is se-
rious about its revolution, is it then in-
evitably expansionist? If, therefore,
one can prove that the USSR, Viet-
nam, Cuba or Nigaragua are attempt-
ing to export their revolution, would
that then make them imperialists?

Answering another question, Mr
Papandreou vehemently denied that he
is “anti-American”, and claimed that
he merely disagrees with aspects of the
Reagan administration’s foreign policy.
If that were only the case, certainly
there would..be no grounds for such
accusations -against Mr Papandreou.
However, when Mr Papandreou
claims that the US. capitalist-oriented
system is imperialistic and represents a
threat to peace — ie, irrespectively of
which administration is running the US.
— does this not indicate a deep-rooted
anti-Americanism, and more generally,
strong anti-Western feelings? This
question was, of course, never
answered by the evasive Mr Papan-
dreou. . :

The Greek socialist Prime Minister
became even more evasive, defensive
and even absurd when questioned
closely about his government’s policy
towards Poland, and particularly when
he was asked how he would have felt
during Greece’s seven year dictatorship
if a leader of a Western democracy had
attacked the opposition and praised the
Colonels’ intentions. Essentially what
Mr Papandreou replied to this was that
his own “democratic credentials”
should have convinced the West that
his praise for Jaruzelski was somehow
justified! Furthermore, though Mr
Papandreou has used- the term “peo-
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ple”  possibly more than any other
Greek politician, he appeared strangely
oblivious to the wishes of the Polish
people — who might have wanted to
fight for their freedom — when in the
above interview he justified the
Jaruzelski regime for having averted a
Soviet invasion.

Concerning the Korean airliner Mr
Papandreou was forced to retreat from
his previous position according to
which he had no doubts that it had
been on a spy mission. During the in-
terview he now claimed that “he had
no proof”, but, in an effort to save
face, argued that even Greece — under
the circumstances — would have been
forced to shoot it down. Such a state-
ment coming from a prime minister,
who presents himself as a symbol of in-
ternational peace is, to say the least,
absurd. It would have undoubtedly
been much braver of Mr Papandreou
to admit that his statement concerning
the downing of the Korean plane had
been unfortunate from the start, than
to present his country as a trigger-
happy militaristic state that is quick to
shoot down passenger planes if they
trespass into its air space.

With Mr Papandreou’s defenses
cracking, he was forced to make two
admissions which we seldom hear in
this country: Firstly, that “he thinks” —
though he “is not certain” — that
Greece would be part of the Soviet
bloc had the U.S. not aided the Greek
governments during the years 1946-
1949 to fight off the communist in-
surgency. Secondly, that, after all, the
U.S. is a land of opportunity and thus,
in essence, an open society.

Positive and Negative Signs

Mr Papandreou’s interview, however,
did have some positive effects. His
overall performance indicated that he
is well aware that U.S. patience with
his foreign policy is gradually evaporat-
ing. Thus his efforts to prove that he is
not anti-American — however uncon-
vincing — are certainly a positive sign.
One hopes that his approach will be
more cautious from now on vis-a-vis
the West. .

However, one remains saddened by
the spectacle of a Greek prime minister
who, though in 1981 full of moral fer-
vor and many times rightly critical of
the West for its moral relativism, has
three years later become a supporter of
value-free realpolitik, which appeases
dictators, blasts popular movements

demanding basic individual rights, and .

justifies acts like the cold-blooded ex-

ecution of innocent people by totalita-
Ylan regimes,
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After much fire and fomentation, the
Greek government finally disgorged its
long anticipated 1983-1987 five-year
economic development plan in Novem-
ber, and Parliament duly passed it on
December 8. It contains, says National
Economy Minister Gerassimos Arsenis,
“certain priorities for production and in-
vestment... by both the private and pub-
licsector.” It also sets aside vast sums for
basic infrastructure works, such as hyd-
roelectric power plants and dams, roads,
railways, ports and harbors, schools and
hospitals.

In all, the plan earmarks 1.3 trillion
drachmas to major and minor develop-
ment projects ranging from a massive
$2.5 billion plan to irrigate the arid

Thessaly plain to an array of industrial
projects including some that, by Greek
standards, venture into the mega-
project range.

It is the first five-year plan a Greek
parliament has ever passed, says an offi-
cial with the Ministry of National Eco-
nomy. A few were formulated half-
heartedly under past governments, but
those all died a silent death.

Implementing a five-year plan was
one of the major campaign promises of
PASOK, before winning the October,
1981, elections. By early 1982, the
Greek Center for Planning and Econo-
mic Research (KEPE) in concert with
the National Economy Ministry was
asking local prefecture governments to
tell the planners what they wanted in the
plan. At times, Athens intervened —
perhaps one prefecture said it wanted a
road, and another adjoining prefecture
had not asked for the continuation of the
road. Later, KEPE began prioritizing
projects by cross-referencing projects to
see which were more in demand. Then
larger regional groups began formulat-
ing their own five-ygar plans by
years' end 1982, while KEPE produced,
in parallel, its own macroeconomic mod-
el for the plan.

By pinpointing development projects,
says a National Economy Ministry offi-
cial, the five-year plan should eliminate
the rampant corruption that allegedly
plagued former economic development.
Greece didn’t enter its own industrial
revolution until about 1960. When eco-
nomic development began, projects
were often built as a matter of political
patronage or favoritism, without much

regard to their economic value. The new .

plan will, say officials, rule that out by
not permitting room in annual budgets
for other projects. Technicians under

The Five-Year Plan

KEPE and the National Economy
Ministry will be placed in local govern-
ment offices to make sure the plan is
adhered to, says a key government offi-
cial.

Arsenis announced in October that he
intends to inaugurate a new organization
called ESEP, which will “supervise in-
plementation of the five-year plan.” To
consist of representatives of several
ministries and of KEPE, it will supervise
implementation of projects foreseen in
the plan, supervise implementation of

" policy decisions and new laws, link
annual national budgets with the five-
year plan, and select and promote inte-
grated development programs by econo-
mic sector and geographic area. It will,
in short, become the state agency re-
sponsible for connecting plans and laws
with their implementation.

Although two years of the plan (1983
and 1984) have already passed, expendi-
tures foreseen in the plan for those years
were included in the annual budgets of
1983 and 1984 based on the cross-
referenced, prioritized demands estab-
lished in early local government parti-
cipation. He says about 55% (593 billion
drachmas) of the 13 trillion drachma tot-
al was budgeted for 1983, 1984, and
1985, so that spending is not linear, but
will inflate significantly in the last two
years of the plan. The funds will be used
for everything from studies and design to
construction and equipment supply.

One of the plan’s aims s to take indus-
try out of its traditional activities and
develop “high-technology branches,”
according to Arsenis. The plan does allo-
cate monies for a couple of projects that
could be considered high-technology: a
$ 145-million stainless steel mill and a
$ 350-million lead-zinc mining and pro-
cessing complex, which even requires at
least one new and still-untested technol-
ogy to go ahead. But the industrial pro-

jects foreseen are for the most part more
in the medium-to low-technology range,
or are geared to make intermediate pro-
ducts that will find their way into high-
technology goods, such as the $ 20 mil-
lion project to process Greece’s abun-
dant deposits of feldspar into materials
bound for such products as cathode ray
tubes for television sets and computer
terminals, and porcelainware. The plan
also sets aside nearly $ 300 million for the
huge but by no means high technology
$450 million alumina project that is to be
under construction by 1985 with Soviet
know-how and equipment.

The long-awaited “Metro” mass tran-
sit project, once again planned as a con-
ventional heavy rail system that will be
underground in the city center, above
ground on the outskirts, and not the light
tram system discussed during Antonis
Tritsis’ tenure as Planning Minister, gets
about $100 million in the plan. But that
amount does not come anywhere near
covering the estimated $700 million to $1
billion needed to finish the job by 1995.

Among the large-scale infrastructure
projects planned, the plan allocates
nearly $ 130 million for the first stages of
diversion of the Acheloos River in the
northwest and construction of the Smo-
kovo dam, both of which form the crux
of the so-called “project of the century,”
which when finished sometime in the
next decade will cost in the range of $2.5
billion and irrigate 80% of the arable
Thessaly plain, only 35% of which is irri-
gated now. Another approximately
$ 100 million will go toward construction
of the mammoth Athens sewage treat-
ment plant to be built on the islet of
Psytelleia, that will serve a population of
2.5 million by 1996 and 3.2 million by
2026. It will be Attica’s first sewage
treatment plant, and will work in con-
junction with a treatment center on the
mainland at Akrokeramos and a one-
kilometer-long underwater pipeline
three meters in diameter that will trans-
port partially treated effluent across to
Psytalleia for final treatment, eliminat-
ing much of the pollution in the nearly
dead Saronic Gulf.

The list of projects, of course, goes on.
They all seem to be projects that should
have been built long ago. But in Greece,
often described as a never-never land,
what seems a lovely idea often remains
on the drawing boards forever for lack of
funds. The government’s biggest job
now must be to find the money to imple-
ment its plan.

Takis Georgiou
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n the three years he has tightly

held on to the reins of power in
this strategic NATO country, Greek
Prime Minister Andreas Papan-
dreou has laconically built up a repu-
tation for being America’s loudest
critic and the Soviet Union’s best
friend within the ranks of the West-
ern Alliance.

Under his authoritarian and parti-
cularly Balkan style of government,
Greece has lurched sharply to the
left. It has found common ground
with east European regimes and
radical Arab states such as Libya and
Syria, while repeatedly using NATO
or European Economic Community
(EEC) forums as platforms to chas-
tise the west. Papandreou, like some
sort of Delphic soothsayer’s wily
high priest, has blamed the Amer-
icans for almost all the country’s
woes. Most of the people believe
that most of what he says is true. No
one objected, for instance, when the
Greek prime minister blamed the

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) .

for the shooting down of the Korean
jumbo, or the vetoing of EEC eco-
nomic sanctions against Poland after
the military take-over there
(although the present administra-
tion prides itself on having suffered
hardships at the hands of the Greek
military junta which ruled the coun-
try between 1967-74).
Papandreou’s critics describe the
charismatic, balding but energetic
65-year-old former economics pro-
fessor at Berkeley as a “consummate
hypocrite” who accepts the millions
of dollars in western aid he so des-
perately needs to prop up the ailing

third world Greek economy, while
_unabashedly supporting the in-

.terests of the Soviet Union.
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But supporters see Papandreou as
“the first man with enough guts to
stand up and challenge the Greek
and foreign establishment.” They
say he has brought about “real
democracy” by allowing complete
freedom of speech. They praise his
other much needed reforms.
Women, for instance, now have the
same rights under the law as those

enjoyed for centuries by men in this .

traditionally male-oriented society.

Who is this man who has
apparently taken Greece, turned it
upside down, but has resisted the
temptation of radical reforms which
would change the basic structure of
Greek society? Some say he must be
playing the American game in
efforts to neutralize the power of the

pro-Moscow communists, others say .

he is a true patriot and the only un-
corrupt leader in a nation of corrupt
politicians. Who is right?

~Let’s first examine Mr Papan-
dreou’s foreign policy. The prime
minister’s friends say he has a love-
hate relationship with the United
States, where he spent 16 of the best
years of his life, becoming an Amer-
ican citizen and serving in the United
States navy.

He arrived in New York on May
15, 1940, his father’s words still fresh
in his mind: “If you leave Greece, I
won’t be able to help you financial-
ly.” But Papandreou remained un-
daunted though he had only 14 dol-
lars to his name. He worked washing
windows and later at a library to fi-
nance his studies, beginning at Col-
umbia University.

After obtaining his doctorate in

~economics at Harvard and marrying
a Greek-American psychiatrist,

Papandreou volunteered for service

Papandreou:
Three Years of
Socialism in Greece

By Lee Stokes

in the United States navy. It has nev-
er been made clear whether his mar-
riage to the psychiatrist drove him to
sea, but he did divorce her after ful-
filling his ambition to become an
American citizen in 1944, a year la-
ter.

After his honorable discharge
from the U.S. navy in 1946, his
academic career began, starting at
the University of Minnesota. He
ended up as chairman of the Econo-
mics Department of the University
of California at Berkeley. Students
remember that his course, compar-
ing the theories of Karl Marx with
those of John Maynard Keynes, was
the most popular on campus.

Yet the seeds of Papandreou’s
anti-Americanism were sown while
he was still a young man, living with
his mother in the northern Athenian
suburb of Psychiko. Americans liv-
ing there saw Greeks as “coarse na-
tives” and said so to his face. The
humiliation led the young Papan-
dreou to lead a Trotskyist movement
which became popular among
Greek youth, but also led to his
arrest and beatings at the hands of
the security police.

As he himself admits, Papandreou
was happy in America. A self-made
man, he even started taking an in-
terest in domestic American politics
by helping the campaigns of Henry
Wallace in 1948 and Adlai
Stevenson in 1952. To this day,
though highly critical of American
foreign policy and “the system”,
which he says is structured to serve
the country’s powerful financial in-
terests, Papandreou praises the
American dedication to achieve-
ment and the respect shown by
Americans for individual freedom.
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It was ironic that a conservative
politician persuaded Papandreou,
who at the time was happily settled
in the United States with his Chica-
go-born second wife Margaret
Chant, to return to Greece per-
manently. In 1956, at that time Pre-
mier and now President Constantine
Karamanlis’ instigation, Papan-
dreou set up an economic and re-
search center in Athens.

But it was not long before what
some people refer to as “Papan-
dreou’s natural lust for power” made
him stand for election to parliament
in his father’s safe parliamentary
seat, Patras, in the 1964 general elec-
tions. It was with apparent reluct-
ance that he gave up his American
citizenship as a prerequisite before
his candidature could be approved.
But the risk payed off.

is father, incumbent Prime
Minister George Papandreou,
had called for general elections
twice that year in efforts to obtain

a clear, working majority.

The results gave George Papan-
dreou his majority and Andreas his
seat in parliament. But the colonels’
coup detat on 21 April 1967,
thwarted Andreas’ political plans.
He was thrown into jail and kept in
solitary confinement for eight
months. Classified as a dangerous
leftist agitator, only pressure from
Papandreou’s academic friends in
the United States, including eco-
nomist John Kenneth Galbraith,
forced the junta to resist a tempta-
tion to have him executed. He and
his family were released provided
they left Greece for good.

Embittered by the United States’
role in the coup and what he saw as
the administration’s support for Col-
onel George Papadopoulos’ regime,
Papandreou did not return to Amer-
ica, going instead to Sweden and
Canada, from where he conducted a
campaign against the Greek junta
and the United States.

With the restoration of democracy
in 1974, Papandreou returned to

Greece and founded the Panhellenic

Socialist Movement (PASOK),

which won a landslide victory in the
1981 elections.

Today, as head of the unavowedly
Marxist PASOK which supporters
describe as “still performing the
function of a national liberation
movement after more than 40 years
of right-wing rule,” Papandreou has
come under heavy fire at home — for
his domestic policies. He has been
accused of infiltrating all the state
apparatus with his own trusted party
cadres, thus ensuring party control
of the state machinery. As if to rein-
force these fears, some members of
the PASOK government have not
hidden their support for the idea of a
one-party socialist ' state, on the
Yugoslav model.

Under Papandreou, anti-
American hysteria in the state-
controlled mass media and the pro-
government press has flourished.
But the prime minister himself says
he is a moderate who does not want a
confrontation. “We have followed a
moderate policy towards the United
States in recognition of its role as a
superpower,” Papandreou said in a
recent interview to the mass circula-
tion, pro-government daily 7a Nea.
“We do not want a confrontation.
We are too small a country for con-
frontation. But what the United
States must understand is that we are
an independent people.”

He said the United States should
understand that “Greece is an inde-
pendent country, and that sovereign
power rests only with the people.”

Mr Papandreou said his govern-
ment’s defiant stand stemmed from
Greece’s negative experiences as a
result of being dominated and dic-
tated to by American governments.
He said that ever since the end of
World War II “Greece was a
satellite state in every sense of the
word, and the country’s political and
economic life was determined by the
American presence here.”

Government supporters justify
these warnings as natural consequ-

“‘ences of American economic and
political dominance of Greece after
World War II and the civil war which

followed. Washington’s toleration
of the 1967-74 pro-American col-
onels’ junta and American failure to
use its influence to stop NATO ally
Turkey in its 1974 invasion and con-
tinuing occupation of northern Cyp-
rus, disappointed even traditional
conservatives. But the so-called
anti-American mood is nurtured
here by the nation’s most prominent
former American citizen — Prime
Minister Andreas Papandreou him-
self.

etired General Dimitrios Hon-

drokoukis, now an indepen-
dent socialist deputy, believes that
Papandreou is cleverly tapping
Greek nationalism to promote his
own electoral success. The most re-
cent example was the meeting set up
on Crete last November between
French President Francois Mitter-
rand and Libyan strongman Moam-
mar Qaddafi over Chad. Aside from
whether the meeting was successful
or not, Papandreou used it to show
that Greece is no longer a political
lightweight under the thumb of the
United States, but is a full member
of the international community, able
to influence events in Europe and
the Middle East.

But why did Papandreou advocate
closer ties with Colonel Qaddafi,
knowing as he did that the Libyan
leader is regarded with distaste be-
cause of his promotion of interna-
tional terrorism? The fact that the
meeting upset Washington may pro-
vide some clue. General Hondro-
koukis explains: “Greece is a
Mediterranean  country  which
accommodates four major Amer-
ican military facilities'and borders
on three communist countries. So
obviously it has to tread a careful
path. The path Papandreou has
chosen is anti-Americanism as the
easiest option. By continuing this
policy, he justifies his ascent to pow-
er and his campaign for reelection
next fall. He also keeps the extreme

~ left of his party and the pro-Moscow

communist party content with rhet-
oric but not deeds. Secondly, he can
give vent to personal pent-up feel-
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ings of frustration harbored from an
early age, when as a Trotskyist youth
leader in Greece he was tortured for
48 hours, had his jaw broken in
several places and was humiliated in
front of his mother by the right-wing
security police. And thirdly, he is
skillfully exploiting a feeling of “in-
jured national pride” by Greeks,
who daily notice the chasm between
ancient Greek glory and the more
mundane modern Greek reality.
Combined with the feeling that they
have been let down by a friend, the
United States, in their dispute with
Turkey, it is easy to understand the
resulting frustration.”
Anti-Americanism in the state-
controlled mass media is also seen as
a deliberate government policy.
Marios Kyprianides, a TV newscas-
ter, in an exclusive interview with
The Athenian, explained how he was
forced to resign after being consis-
tently asked by his superior, a poli-
tical appointee, or “green guard”, —
a common phrase emanating from
the party logo color and the revolu-
tionary guards of the Bolshevik Re-
volution — to “ensure” that news
items involving the United States or
its foreign policy, especially in cen-
tral and Latin American, were por-
trayed in as strong an anti-American
light as possible.”
he pro-government press,
which accounts for roughly half
the total newspaper circulation in
the country, and relies heavily on
- socialist government loans to stay
afloat, has also been doing its bit to
support Premier Papandreou by
stoking up the anti-American fire in
Greece. The country’s highest cir-
culation daily, Ethnos, has
flourished thanks to government
support and alleged Soviet Commit-
tee for State Security (KGB) funds,
even though it is overtly pro-Soviet
while claiming to support the gov-
ernment.
The conservative opposition has
labelled television — the most impor-

tant mass medium in Greece given
its relative novelty and the country’s

high, 14 percent illiteracy rate — as
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“one-sided” and “totalitarian”. One
American diplomat recently re-
turned from Budapest, in an inter-
view, expressed surprise at Greek
television’s slanted world news
coverage, pointing out that com-
munist Hungarian TV at least makes
an effort to present the American
point of view when reporting on
Central America, the missile ques-
tion and east-west relations.
Neither have Papandreou’s fiscal
policies brought Greece any particu-
lar joy, with warnings that the Greek
economy is on the brink of disaster.
Indeed, the situation is so serious
that people in the streets are begin-
ning to make jokes about it. One
goes: When the actor Reagan was
elected to office, he became a good
economist — hence America’s im-
proved economic performance.
When the economist Papandreou
came to power, he became a very
good actor.” The joke is closer to the
truth than is comfortable, for Papan-
dreou the economist was elected on
a platform promising to revive the
economy, reduce unemployment
and share out the nation’s wealth.
The lame excuse on government
ministerial lips is that the economy’s
bad show should be blamed on
short-sighted policies on industry
adopted by previous conservative
administrations. At 18 percent,
Greece now has the highest inflation
rate within the EEC. Its unemploy-
ment rate has more than doubled
from four to ten percent, invest-
ments are stagnant and by next year,
international banking sources pre-
dict that Greece’s current account
deficit will be the largest in Europe.
Papandreou’s  brainchild  of
“socialization” as an alternative to
costly nationalization has also flop-
ped. The idea was to allow workers,
local government, representatives
from local chambers of commerce
and trades union representatives to
participate in the decision making.
But “too many cooks spoil the

broth”, and the rapid decisions
needed to make an enterprise suc-

cessful could not be taken.

The Prime Minister’s Chicago-
born, Greek-speaking wife Mar-
garet, stands by her husband. She
dismisses criticism that Greece is lur-
ching dangerously to the left, but
personally participates in anti-
American demonstrations. “When
Greeks shout ‘Americans out!’ they
are simply expressing a desire to run
their own country,” she explains.

Papandreou has had to restrain
some of his more hard-line policies
because of the influence of the con-
servative president, Constantine
Karamanlis, nicknamed “God” be-
cause of his supra-political role. The
President has threatened a show-
down if the socialist government
attempts to withdraw Greece from
either the EEC or NATO or to rein-
force the armed forces officer corps
with leftists.

G iven the large socialist major-

ity in parliament, Papan-
dreou’s only potential challenge
came until recently from President
Karamanlis. This situation has
changed dramatically in the last few
months. For the recent election to
the leadership post of the conserva-
tive opposition has allowed another
charismatic, experienced and wily
political figure to come to the fore-
front of the political scene and show
Mr Papandreou what democracy is
all about. For the first time since his
landslide victory in 1981, Papan-
dreou is worried that he may not get
reelected next fall. Indeed, he got
into such a panic when Constantine
Mitsotakis, a tall centrist politician
from Crete, was elected leader of the
conservative New Democracy party,
that he embarrassed even his own
party cadres by calling him a
“traitor” and those who voted for
him “degenerate”.

Will the political experience of the
politician known in Greece as “the
fox” be enough to beat the demago-
gic Mr Papandreou? Or will Greece
move further to the left after this
year’s crucial elections, endangering
western security? Only time can tell.
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Amnesty International

- 'y

AOUI SE TORTUR

-]

e
'(’_,

y e

&

¥ BT

- i

A p

In Chile human rights organizations have identified secret detention centers in which political
suspects have been interrogated under torture. A group of nuns, priests and other church
members protested outside such a center at Calle Borgorio 1470 in Santiago in October 1983. It
has frequently been cited in testimonies as a place where detainees have been tortured by the
“Central Nacional de Informaciones” (CNI), the Chilean secret police.

Almost a decade has passed since 29
Greeks, most of whom had been politic-
al prisoners or suffered harsh treatment
during the country’s military dicta-
torship, formed the Greek section of
Amnesty International. Among its early
supporters were Lady Amalia Fleming,
the first president, and Pavlos Zannas,
her successor. Today Amnesty Interna-
tional has 1,000 members in groups
throughout Greece with concerns that

far transcend their national boundaries.

The Greek activists — and their col-
leagues overseas — have had recently a
cause for celebration: the November 13
bill passed by the Greek parliament im-
posing lengthy prison sentences on tor-
turers and officials who order torture.
Greece is the first country in the world to
include a specific ban on torture in its
penal code.

Still, much remains to be done. A re-

Torture and ill-treatment are often inflicted as judicial punishments, sometimes in addition to

prison sentences. In Pakistan since the imposition of martial law in 1977 sentences of flogging
can be imposed under both martial law regulations and Islamic law. Many floggings are

conducted in public.
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By Darlene R. West

cent report prepared by Amnesty Inter-
national alleging the use of torture in 98
different countries is evidence that
although governments throughout the
world condemn torture, more than one
third of them have tolerated it in the
1980’s.

Torture, frequently carried out in
secrecy, is being used to obtain informa-
tion, to force confessions, to discourage
political activity and as a punishment.
The methods, many with long-lasting or
permanent effects, range from beatings
and floggings to sexual abuse and elec-
tric shock torture. The victims come
from all social classes, age groups and
occupations.

The campaign against torture repre-
sents only one aspect of the mandate of
Amnesty International, a politically and
financially independent group con-
cerned with the protection of human
rights throughout the world. Fun-
damental to the organization’s work are
the principles set forth in the United Na-
tions Universal Declaration of Human
Rights on December 10 (now Human
Rights Day) 1948. The declaration
establishes the right to freedom of
speech, conscience and religion; to free-
dom from arbitrary arrest and detention;
the right to a fair trial; the right to life,
liberty and security of person; and the
right not to be tortured.

In addition to its ongoing efforts to
abolish torture, Amnesty opposes the

Ali Hama Salih, a 12-year-old Iraqi Kurd
from the village of Ja’afevan in Sulaimanya
Province. He was arrested on 25 February
1981 and detained for interrogation at Kara-
dagh Security Headquarters. His corpse was
subsequently handed back to his family badly
marked by torture.

death penalty. There are few moral
issues more controversial than this and

advocates of capital punishment often

&
THE ATHENIAN FEBRUARY. 1995

-

iy A

- e o MR



defend its role in the supression of ter-
rorism. Amnesty holds that it has not
proved to have a deterrent effect and
points out that execution — by such
methods as shooting, hanging, stoning
and electrocution — is being inflicted
throughout the wotld, sometimes on in-
nocent people.

Amnesty, though, is not a group of
theorists and philosophers. It takes ac-
tion and it focuses its activities on prison-
ers. Specifically, the organization seeks
fair and prompt trials for all political
prisoners and tries to obtain immediate
release for prisoners of conscience.

The term ‘prisoner of conscience’ was
first coined in 1961 by London lawyer
Peter Benenson whose newspaper arti-
cle “An Appeal for Amnesty” urging a
one-year campaign for the release of
political prisoners throughout the world,
was the birth of an organization which
now has groups in 55 countries.

“Open your newspaper any day of the
week,” Benenson urged, “and you will
find a report from somewhere in the
world of someone being imprisoned, tor-
tured or executed because his opinions
or religion are unacceptable to his gov-
ernment.”

Benenson’s story, profiling eight of
these prisoners of conscience, brought a
huge response from concerned people
with stories of other political prisoners
and their plights. They were urged to
form groups, adopt individual prisoners,

able research is undertaken. Prisoners of
conscience, those detained for exercis-
ing their human rights in non-violent
ways, are assigned to one or more of the

movement’s groups around the world.

(Members do not work on the cases of
prisoners in their own country.) Then
the letters to government and prison
officials begin. Sometimes members
write to the prisoners themselves and
while many such letters are never re-
ceived and most go unanswered, the let-
ters continue in the belief that if only one
manages to reach a prisoner it will in-
spire hope and provide comfort. Testi-
monies from released prisoners have en-
sured them that it does.

President of Amnesty’s Greek Sec-
tion, Pericles Pangalos, who can speak
from experience, says receiving such a
letter is “like a gap opening in prison —
like a breath of fresh air.”

Are the letters effective? Although
the movement does not claim credit for
the release of any prisoner, many former
prisoners have attributed their freedom
to international pressure and prisoners
and their families have expressed grati-
tude for Amnesty’s efforts on their be-

half. On Human Rights Day in 1977,

Amnesty International was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize for its contribution to
“securing the ground for freedom, for
justice, and thereby also for peace in the
world.”

Peter Benenson’s observation can still
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Torture is often inflicted as part of government suppression of dissent. In the Soviet Union
people who have been detained for expressing criticism of the authorities have been confined in

Dnepropetrovski Special Psychiatric Hospital and other psychiatric institutions, some being
given pain-causing drugs.

and begin writing letters to them, their
families, and the governments responsi-
ble for their release. This method, this
constant flow of polite but persistent
appeals, is still the Amnesty Internation-
al approach.

The . organization has established a

reputation for accuracy and careful -

attention to detail and before it begins to
work on behalf of a prisoner consider-
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be made. The daily media continue to
carry reports from all over the world of
thousands of people being detained and
enduring gross suffering because they
have joined a trade union, written a
book, signed a petition or taken part in a
demonstration. And for each case that is
made public many go unknown.,

At the same time, members of
Amnesty International in Greece, like

fellow members in some 3,000 groups
around the world, are encouraged by the
effectiveness of their efforts.

Mariana Leondaridou became in-
volved with the organization in Thessa-
loniki through her work as a translator.
She describes the case of Immaculée
Mukamugema who was arrested in the
central African country of Rwanda, con-
victed of distributing pamphlets deemed
anti-government, and detained in a
black cell. The Thessaloniki group took

Rosemary Riveros, a Bolivian citizen, was
beaten and tortured with electric shocks in a
military barracks in Argentina after being
abducted by military personnel in Buenos
Aires in December 1975, She lost contact with
her daughter Tamara in June 1976 and was
held without change or trial until May 1981,
when she was released into exile after appeals
from Amnesty International.

The Grandmothers of the Plaza de Mayo,
an Argentinian human rights group, helped
her to find her child, and they were reunited in
Lima, Peru, in July 1983. Rosemary Riveros
told reporters at the airport: “It's a miracle... I
still can’t believe I'm back with my precious
baby... the political repression was indiscrimi-
nate and I, like many workers, got caught up in
it. Now I just want to give my daughter stability
and love, the things any mother wants to do for
a child.”

up her case in June 1984 and the letters
began pouring into Rwanda. When Im-
maculée was released on October 31, the
Supreme Court of Rwanda wasted no
time in halting the flow of mail from
Greece. On November 3 a letter was
sent to Mariana advising her of the pris-
oner’s release. Such letters, of course,
are rare, but as Mariana puts it “they
make up for a lot of years.”

In Athens the Amnesty International
office is located at Mavromichali 20,
phone 360-0628.
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The Goat Dancers
of Skyros

By Elizabeth Herring
Photographs by Emil Moriannidis

o

sandals, “trohadia,” are step one in the Gheros’ costume.

side out, over a homemade hump.

3. Bells of several varieties are cleverly suspended
from goat’s hair ropes in a time-tested way, to produce
noise and prevent injury.

1 “ goudis (1) the dresser, is a crucial member of the Gheros’
team.

NN

2. Next, comes the “kapoto,” or shepherd’s Jacket, fleece-

SRR

1. Woolen trousers and leggings, and the special laced Skyrian 4. Manolis Pantazis, still drenched with sweat from

adjusts brother Constantine’s bells.

Last spring, during the three weeks of
Greek Carnival, photographer Emil
Moriannidis and I went out to the Spor-
adic island of Skyros to observe and
document, on film and tape, a ritual
known as the “Goat Dance of Skyros.”

Joy Coulentianou, in her definitive
work on the event, says, “It is in the
streets of this town (Kastro) that the in-
habitants still celebrate once a year the
festival of a god — or something — they
have long forgotten.”

Forgotten, the ritual’s origins may
well be: But the event itself survives, like
some proud, healthy and curious
antedeluvian beast, making its time-
honored annual migration despite
ERT’s whirring movie cameras, the
scribbling of foreign journalists, and
sceptical Athenians up, en masse, for the
Clean Monday revels.

The village of Kastro, or to Horio,
itself is reminiscent of a raw Mexican
border town this time of year — the sort of
setting John Huston would have chosen
for a Greek Under The Volcano. The
Skyrian villagers, however, are strangely
courtly, refined, in the shadow of their
ruined castle and the Byzantine monas-
tery of St. George.

One muses that, perhaps, during the
annual mock-battle of the Goat Dance,
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on.

7. Next, comes

goat.

previous year out of their systems and
are thus rendered pacific, pastoral, for
the next eleven months.

For the Goat Dance is a display of
manliness, strength and stamina, at least
for those who become Gheroi. The other
three characters in the little “drama” —
.the Korella, a man dressed in Skyrian
bridal array; the Frangos, a sort of
masked buffoon, or jester; and his coun-
terpart, the comic Kyria, a man in
women’s clothing — may need only the
endurance required to dance and sing
while negotiating the steep little snake of
Kastro’s main street, and help the heavi-
ly encumbered Gheroi out of tight spots
or cut him loose from his bells should he
reach the point of total exhaustion. For it
is the Gheros himself, like some Barysh-
nikov-gone-wrong in his iron tutu of
goats’ bells — which may weigh over 60
kilos—who must be a man’s man indeed.

It is definitely a part for a Burt
Reynolds or a Sylvester Stallone. Up
and down the treacherous cobbled
“stairway” the Gheroi dance, in that
peculiar, jerking roll — like a drunken
camel’s — that gets the most noise out of
the bells. :

The sound is that of galvanized trash
cans, filled with nuts and bolts, tumbling
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6. Yiannis Koboyian-
nis, the Korella, looks

the
mask, made from the
skin of an unborn

9. Constantine has become “the
Boogie Man,” indeed.

10. A white sash is crossed over the
hood, and a woman’s scarf knotted
under the mask. Often, a Gheros is
recognized by the scarf, or by his
hands.

8. Gheros, Constantine Pantazis, tries out
the bells, shepherd’s stave in hand.
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11. The Gheros is ready, but for the sprig of
spring flowers that will adorn his stave.

end over end down a steep slope. The
first time I saw and heard the Gheroi,
springing towards me down the hill, I
backed gingerly into a stoa, covering
first camera lens, then ears. [ wasn’t pre-
pared for these hairy, deafening, stave-
brandishing apparitions peering out
through holes in masks made of the
whole skins of aborted goats. I had the
feeling that this was, at last, The Bogey-
man, and he had come for me.

But off they frisked, though it was
frisking a la rhinoceros, and I was left
standing unscathed, thinking “What
fun!”

And it is fun, though often excruciat-
ing painful and exhausting, to be a Gher-
0s.

At the age of 95, George Moraitis’
grandfather was wistfully watching the
dance from his terrace, when an old
crony baited him about no longer having
what it takes to be a Gheros.

Stricken, the old man commanded his
grandson to assemble his gear, im-
mediately, and George complied,
though he feared the strain might be too
much for his beloved grandfather.

Dressed and masked, the old gentle-
man began to dance, for his own plea-
sure, before a mirror, but George, burst-
ing with pride, pulled him out onto the
terrace for all of Kastro to see.

The grandson of a Gheros, George
Moraitis is the father of a tiny Gheros
himself, and though George danced the
role for two years, he’s now given it up as
too demanding.

Before Carnival, one may see a little
old black-clad grandmother in a Skyrian
doorway, putting the final sartorial
touches on the Kapoto of a son’s or
grandson’s costume.

She won’t mind having her picture
taken: She hardly looks up, but she’s
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15. Even little girls, and women, want to be
Gheroi, and are!

totally unconscious of the contrast be-
tween the highly ordered “frozen” room
behind her — the china shop of bull-and-
china-shop fame — and the ritual of the
Gheroi.

Elegant and museum-like are- these
Skyrian sitting rooms, the walls
ornamented with hand-tooled wooden
“shelves supporting displays of priceless
china, flanked by niches housing the
family ikons and stefana. »

If Skyrian domestic architecture is

12. A Gheros and two Frangoi: a moving
trio of sound.

13. As dance expert Ted Petrides says, “The
bells are apotropaic, like church bells. The
louder, the better, for they frighten away the
evil spirits and prepare for the coming of
spring.”

14. The Korella, in “her” role as helpmate
and troubleshooter, adjusts a tired Gheros’
trohadia.

The smallest

16. George Moraitis’ son:
Gheros of all.

Apollonian, the dance of Skyrian sons is
the Dionysian counterpart, left over
from the god’s totemic rites.

Or perhaps, as George Moraitis says,
it dates only from “the time of the pi-
rates,” when villains loosed captive
wolves on a Skyrian herd. Driven mad
by his loss, the goatherd girded his loins
with the bells of his murdered flock, and,
dishevelled by grief, he and his destitute
spouse, the original Korella, made their
way down into the town. ]
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Kite Strings at High Noon:

by William R. Ammerman

I first heard the words “go fly a kite”
from a girl in 4th grade at T.H. Patter-
son Grade School. I tried to copy her
answer to the problem of 123 divided
by 15 so I could go out to recess and
play baseball.

I wasn’t successful at baseball, but I
am successful in Kkite-flying even
though I had to come to Greece to do
it. Finally, last Kathara Deftera, I was
able to “fly a kite”. Successfully and
without any “fear of the flying” to pa-
raphrase Ms Jong. I pass along my sec-
rets to all who will be faced by a similar
challenge this month.

Flying a kite in Greece has, at least
to me, the moral stance of Gary Coop-
er in High Noon. Everybody has seen
that flick. When Coop walks down the
main street at noon, determined to rid
Dodge City of its evil, everybody
knows there will be only winners or
losers. No metaphysical namby-
pambying, no “grays” in the midst of
the whites and blacks of Cooper’s
world. Just winners and losers.

Flying a kite on Kathara Deftera is
perhaps a parable of winners and los-
ers, also. Certainly, there’s one thing
that’s obvious: either the kite flies or it
doesn’t. There are no half-way “kite-
flyings” just as there are no “grays” in
Gary Cooper’s world. And if the kite
flies, well, you're OK in the eyes of
your kids, your wife, and mother-in-
law. And in the eyes of your male
friends, you’ll either be lucky or have
cheated. For kite-flying, like driving a
car, buying oranges, or paying your
DEH bill, is a very competitive event
here in Greece.

" How to do it? First, you’ll have to
get advice. No one intuitively knows
how to fly a kite. It’s not part of any
Westerner’s genetic pool of skills to
know how to fly a Greek kite. Prob-
ably, by the time you’re my age, you've
forgotten how to do it — if you ever
knew — just as you’ve forgotten where
to dig for worms to go fishing, or which
way to turn a nut on a bicycle wheel.
We just lose these skills through atro-
phy and non-utilization.

But there are people who do know
how to fly a kite. They are the same
people who can run without tripping on

untied shoe laces or can eat six salami |

sandwiches one hour after dinner.
Wonder-Person is the little kid who
rings your doorbell at 6:30 am on the
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day before Christmas to sing the
“Kalanda”. So Rule 1 is that you’ve got
to ask advice from a kid. Don’t expect
to fly a kite without this advice: it
won’t work.

You might ask, “Why? I flew kites as
a kid in my own country.” I'm certain
you did but (Rule 2): Greek kites are
different.

Greek kites are constructed so dev-
ilishly simply that they lull you into a
false sense of security. They are thin
sheets of taverna tablecloths, dyed in
honor of the holiday. The frame is
composed from grown-up match sticks,
the tail from newspapers, and the thing
is held together by staples and UHU
glue. The kite almost blushes in its sim-
plicity yet, like the little girl who first
confused me by telling me to “fly a
kite” its seeming virtue of simplicity is
a veneer covering a devilishly sound set
of rules.

Assuming you’ve got-a Kkite, tail,
string and your Kathara Deftera picnic
ready, get the kids, mother-in-law, un-
cles, nephews, cousins in the car and
head out for a secluded spot of Attica.

At this point, you might want to stop
reading this article because you think
there are no secluded spots in Attica.
There are many; just ask the owner of
a dirt-bike and he’ll tell you many such
places. And you also know the safety
rules published in all the newspapers
on Kathara Deftera about flying kites
away from overhead DEH or OTE
wires. Attica is suspended on wires:
without them, we’d all sink. So,
you 've got to live with these handicaps
as well as compete with others who are
living with the same problems. Don’t
be discouraged.

The real demon in your kite-flying
exploits are trees. You may scoff at this
and blurt out, “Attica doesn’t have
trees.” An overstatement. Attica does
have trees: the Ministry of Environ-
ment has been planting them. But
they’re a voracious breed: they eat
kites. Literary verification of this amaz-

‘ing fact can be found in Charles

Schultz” Peanuts. Ask Charlie Brown:
he knows all about such matters; and

who can disbelieve him? Visual proof
of this truth in Greece can be found
first by looking in trees: they ’re full of
mis-flown kites. Wires you have to en-
dure: kite-eating trees are to be feared.

Actually, the best place to fly a kite
is in Syntagma Square on Kathara Def-
tera. Nobody’s there, there are few
trees, and the warm polluted air rises,
creating marvelous drafts to tug your
kite high in the air.

Probably, however, you’ll be pres-
sured to go “to the country” by your
family. That’s OK: trees and wires are
there as well as plenty of other souls
attempting the same task as you.

Now, it’s High Noon time. If you’ve
been nice to the little kid who woke
you on Christmas Eve, he will have rig-
ged your kite so it will fly. Before
attempting this, however, only you and
your kids can be part of the effort. All
others in your parea must be told
politely and firmly to sit down under
the tree, get the soccer ball out, wash
the car, prepare the tarama, peel the
squid, or whatever. But don’t have ev-
erybody standing around you at this
point: they’ll unnerve you but even
more important, they’ll reduce the
wind currents. And here is where you
and your kids will establish a bond that
will never be broken: you’ll either be a
hero in Cooper fashion or like the
goalie who allowed the winning goal in
last Saturday’s championship.

If everything has been prepared cor-
rectly, the kite will fly, gloriously and
higher than everyone else’s. It will
hang suspended, its tail wagging at you
as if to say, “You’ve done a good job.”
The kids will be pleased, mother-in-law
proud, wife unassumingly happy for
both husband and kids.

And you can feel as Coop did after
the last bad guy was killed. Proud’ of
your wiliness, pleased with your skills,
and pumped up with pleasure about
your success. Your standing in the eyes
of people that count is assured, the
tarama will taste fine, the scallions hot-
ter, and the wine cooler. You’re a suc-
cess and can wear your Kkite strings
slung high for another year. [}
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Rembetomania

By B. Samantha Stenzel

MY OLD BOUZOUKI

Tonight I took down
my old bouzouki

to have a good time
with an old love of mine
Tonight I took it down
for her sake

and as she leans toward me
I'll sing her a song

L'l tell her of the love
that's already lost

but will be rooted in me
for as long as I live

Song by Khiotis with words by Vasiliadis.
Reprinted from Rebetika, Songs From the
Greek Underworld (1975), edited by Kather-
ine Butterworth and Sara Schneider, Kombo-
loi Press, New York.

r I Y he musicians huddle in a
semi-circle in the corner of a
smoke-filled room. Clients

in small groups sit at randomly

placed tables. Conversation con-
tinues as the players warm up by
strumming their instruments. The
loquacious multilingual nut vendor
tries to tempt people to buy his treats
by leaving a few samples in front of
them while chanting the familiar
onomatopoetic “tsaka-tsouka, tsa-
ka-tsouka”. The accelerating pace
and increased volume of the

bouzouki’s taxim (free rhythmic im-

provised introduction) attracts the

audience’s attention. The talking

halts as the quartet plunges into a

melancholy zeybekiko and an in-

tense solo dancer with half-closed
eyes and a cigarette dangling from
his mouth slowly sways to the music.

He turns about with a drunken-like

swagger and sinuously descends to

the ground with arms extended,
looking a bit like an airplane making
an emergency landing. He squats for

a moment and then suddenly leaps

up and slaps both heels.

When the song ends, he sits down

and the musicians pick up the pace

slightly to play a hassapiko (butch-
er’s dance) and two men get up and
perform a series of tightly synchro-

nized steps done in the macho
fashion favored by sailors. The beer,
wine and ouzo are flowing freely and
the crowd is becoming more ani-
mated, clapping, singing along or
tapping its feet. When the ensemble
starts a provocative fsifteteli (belly
dance), a smiling woman begins to
writhe sensuously. Eventually some-
one hoists her up on a tabletop and
she continues to dance with abandon
while the crowd shouts encourage-
ment.

Is this taking place in Smyrna in
1915 or Piraeus in the 1930’s?
Actually this scene or similar ones
are being enacted every night of the
week in modern-day Athens at one
of the dozens of tavernas or clubs

changed to the bouzouki and bagla-
ma (baby bouzouki) which are
stringed instruments in the Turkish
saz family and the guitar. Later a
second bouzouki was added, as well
as an accordian or a piano, santouri
or kanoni (zither) and a tambourine
was common. After 1950 when rem-
betika became commercialized,
orchestras became larger with most
instruments doubled and a double-
bass, drums and electric harmonium
added.

A tremendous re-birth of interest
in rembetika has occured in the last

decade and Athens’ music scene,
which is more active than almost any
other European capital, has been
enriched by numerous nightspots

ARETTA SEVASTAKIS
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Ensemble and dancers at ‘O Yiannis”
which feature rembetika music.
Rembetika was developed in the
towns of Greece in the early 20th
century. It was given a boost in
popularity in 1922 when Greece was
inundated with about one and a half
million refugees from Turkey, espe-
cially those from Smyrna and Con-
stantinople =~ where  rembetika
flourished.

In the early years of rembetika,
the most popular combination of in-
struments was a violin, santouri
(struck dulcimer), and guitar. About
1930 in the “classical” rembetika
period, the featured instruments

which feature this music in its va-
rious forms. Many are neighbor-
hood “corners” which are informal
gathering places reminiscent of the
original rembetika hangouts. They
are located in old neo-classical build-
ings whose walls are decorated with
photographic enlargements of en-
sembles featuring rembetika greats
such as Vamvakaris, Tsitsanis and
Rosa Eskenazi and old instruments.
Four or five musicians will sit in the
middle of the room or on a low plat-
form while the large, posher night-
clubs feature full orchestras which

are situated on formal bandstands. :
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embetika was once
R eschewed by the middle

and upper classes as low-
brow. It was suppressed by the tota-
litarian Metaxas government in 1936
and until recently disdained by left-
ists because the rembetists were
apolitical and non-productive. Rem-
betika is now popular with all classes
and political groups from blue-
jeaned students to chicsociety. Even
Prime Minister Andreas Papan-
dreou is in the habit of celebrating
the anniversary of his 1981 election
victory by going to a rembetika club
where he likes to cut loose by doing a
spirited zeybekiko.

The meaning of the word rembeti-
ka is unclear and a number of origins
are claimed. One source mentioned
by Gail Holst in her memorable and
informative book Road to Rembeti-
ka, Denise Harvey & Company,
Athens 1983, is the Turkish word
rembet which means outlaw or out-
sider. Another possibility Holst cites
is the ancient Greek word remvomai
which means to be unsteady or act at
random.

The rembetists were a sub-culture
of misfits living on the fringe of soci-
ety. They gathered in tekethes (hash
dens) to smoke and listen to music
and they had their own style of dress
and argot (slang). Hashish was legal
in Turkey at the time of the 1922
“Great Disaster” and the new re-
fugees, many of them upper-class
business people who had been re-
duced to poverty after fleeing their
homes, brought along their “Café
Aman” rembetika music and the
Anatolian custom of drug smoking.
They also revolutionized the night
life of Athens and Piraeus by intro-
ducing the practice of mixed socializ-
ing in the evenings. Up until this
time, the rembetika clubs and other
nightspots in Greece were usually
frequented by men only — with some
prostitutes and unconventional
women, but no “respectable” ladies.

The Metaxas dictatorship en-

forced drug laws in Greece and ban-

ned rembetika instruments and the
music itself because of its Turkish
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origins. At the same time, Kemal
Ataturk, the powerful ruler of Tur-
key, forbade the rembetic vocal im-
provisations known as amane be-
cause they had Byzantine roots. The

volatile rembetists, whose wide
sashes often hid weapons that were
used in their frequent fights, were a

Sofiria Bellou while singing in small taverna
in Spata for BBC broadcoast.

bother for authorities. Their disdain
for social convention was reflected
in their female counterpart, the der-
bederissa. Tsitsanis’ song The Der-
bederissa sums up her character:
“Run, mangas, ask them to tell you
who I am; I’'m a tough fine woman, a
derbederissa, I’'ve played men like
dice. Love doesn’t stir me, I just
want a good time, to get my drinks
every night while he-men fight over
me. That I'll be yours, shut up about

it; I don’t dig sweet talk, I've made

that clear; I was born in the tavernas
and cabarets.”

AINOHD MY

Yet rembetists and derbederisses
were known to be generous with a
strong sense of honor. To relieve the
pain of poverty and the oppression
by authorities, they played and lis-
tened to minor-key laments about
lost love and hopes, the lyrics of

SIMVLSYAIS Vil3dy

which many rembetic scholars, in--

cluding Spyros Papaioannou, have
compared to those of the American
blues.

Although some songs end with a
hope for better days, for most

rembetists these happier times never

came. Many died of starvation dur-
ing World War II and those that sur-
vived had to adjust to a new way of
life. The musicians who wanted to
continue to perform in Greece were
forced to adapt to large orchestras
which played an electrified form of
rembetika which is still popular to-
day. Many left Greece to follow the
spread of the music’s popularity to
the United States. After World War
II, mentions of hashish, jail and the
manges  (underworld ~members)
were omitted from the songs and by
the 1960’s, a softer, more stylized
rembetika was being composed. The
first substantial rembetika in years is
the remarkable score by Stavros
Xarhakos, one of Greece’s leading
composers, for Kostas Ferris’ 1982
film Rembetiko. The film, which is a
fictionalized account of the tragic
life of singer Marika Ninou, won the
Silver Bear in Berlin and has been

27!



Where there’s

successful in international release.

The late Vassilis Tsitsanis, recog-
nized as the greatest modern
bouzouki player and composer, was
the model for Babis, the main musi-
cian in Rembetiko. He died in Janu-
ary 1984, a couple of months before
his scheduled Carnegie Hall debut.
Thousands of tearful friends and
admirers sang his most famous song
“Cloudy Sunday” at the funeral in-
cluding the great singer Sotiria Bel-
lou whose haunting voice accompa-
nied Tsitsanis in the 1950’s and in
recent years at the large nightclub
“Harama”. Although her unique
voice is still as strong as ever, it is
sadly drowned out in the over-
amplified atmosphere of “Harama”
where she still performs.

ne of the old rembetists
who has maintained the
same style of singing and

playing baglama throughout the

years is colorful Yiorgos Mouflouze-.
lis, a gravelly voiced septuagenarian.

from Mytilini. In the early years of
his career, he played with the popu-

~n

lar musician Batis who was buried in
1967 with his favorite baglama.
Mouflouzelis admits “I’'m not a sin-
ger — I spoil the songs” nor is he
recognized as a virtuoso musician.
Yet fans crowd the club “Kalyves
Tou Thanasaki” in Kypseli to hear
him snap out the lyrics to the hun-
dred-plus songs he has written and to
delight in his slangy off-hand and
sometimes off-color asides. His cur-
rent success is a far cry from the lean
days of the 60’s when he passed
around a hat for donations while
making the rounds of tavernas and
clubs in Plaka and Kolonaki, car-
rying his baglama under one arm and
his young son under the other.
One musician who avoided such
situations was Iordanis Tsomides, an
expert of the bouzouki who left for
the United States in 1957 and re-
mained for 15 years as a headliner in
some of the top Greek clubs in Cali-
fornia. lIordanis was born in 1933
and his parents, who were refugees
from the Pontus Black Sea area in
Turkey, suffered great hardship dur-

1]

ing World War II. He started playing -~

violin and bouzouki when he was 12.

rigoris Falireas, owner of
Pop Eleven music shop,
describes Iordanis’ style on

the jacket notes of his new album
“Taximia of Iordanis” as “having a
unique clarity of sound and constant
improvisation. Iordanis seldom
plays a song the same way. Each
time he plays a different taximi,
adding colors.” This individuality
and ability to improvise was the hall-
mark of Tsitsanis and has often been
used as the criteria for judging a
bouzouki player. Iordanis skill is ob-
vious in his performances at “Tax-
imi”, a friendly neighborhood club
in Neapolis. He intently bends over
his bouzouki, creating incredibly in-
tricate chord patterns which inter-
twine and overlap at a dizzying
speed, taking the listener’s breath
away in amazement at the potential
of this humble stringed instrument
when put in the hands of a master.
On a good night, in the wee morning
hours, Iordanis will occasionally in
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White dry wine in limited bottling

tersperse his playing with a song, de-
livered in his own inimitable growl.
More often he concentrates on his
playing and his furled craggy fea-
tures relax and acquire a serene ex-
pression. When his audience bursts
into spontaneous applause, as so
often happens, he looks up quickly
with a surprised smile, as though he
has abruptly been brought back to
reality from the faraway world to
which his music has taken him.
Another rembetika notable who
went to work in the United States is
Anna Chrisafi who sings at the con-

EUGENE VANDERPQOL, JR.

Irascible Koulis Skarpelis at ‘I Pigi tou Rem-
betikou’’
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genial club “Pigi Tou Rembetikou”
in Galatsi. Like so many other sing-

ers, she heard her grandmother

who was from “Mikrasia” (Asia
Minor) sing the rembetika tunes
when she was a child and this influ-
ence can be heard in her expressive
renditions. A good friend of Marika
Ninou who had gained fame abroad,
she arrived in the United States in
1956 on the day Ninou died. She
sang in many of the top clubs in
Astoria, New York’s Greek enclave,
as well as Boston and Baltimore. She
still visits the United States but pre-
fers to stay in Athens, her home city,
and perform with the irascible
Koulis Skarpelis, a lovable character
with a pencil-thin moustache who
still sings and dresses in the rembetic
style. Although she admires the
young musicians she comments,
“They sometimes confuse the songs
and styles and the music is not al-
ways correct.”

ost young musicians, like
the old-timers, are self-
taught, most often trained

}V
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Joyous dancers doing “Isifteteli” at “I Pigi
ton Rembetikon.”
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by imitating old records and then
improvising with other musicians.
“Quasimodo’s” is a modern club in
Kolonaki which, according to one
waiter, takes its name from the un-
gainly appearance of the service
people. Babis Goles, the 36 year-old
featured bouzouki player from Pat-
ras learned bouzouki by himself as a
child and is quickly establishing him-
self as one of the stars of the new
generation of musicians. According
to the owner of “Quasimodo’s”,
Yorgios Kostrinas, most young
musicians play badly. He asserts,
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“Anyone can play or say they play
rembetika, but the real music, such
as Goles plays, comes from inside. It
can’t be learned.” He is optimistic

~ about the future of his club which

has been open for five years and ex-
pects it will continue with rembeti-
ka. “Rembetic clubs are a civilized
medium between the boites and the
skiladiko (sleazy bouzouki joints),”
he explains.

One club owner who is not as opti-
mistic about the continuation of the
rembetika popularity in Athens is
Yiannis Giorgiou, the owner of “O
Yiannis”, a homey little club in the
Neapolis-Exarchia area. He asserts,
“Music is artistic and it should be a
reflection of a culture not a small
group of people.” For this reason, he
doesn’t like the earlier rembetika
songs about hashish because he feels
they don’t have roots in the Greek
culture. Neapolis-Exarchia has the
highest concentration of rembetika
clubs and when one walks down the
streets, rembetika drifts out from
almost every other building. Yet
Gorgiou feels it is a fad and has gone
full cycle. “Rembetika has passed
and died,” he asserts. As evidence,
he notes that the earlier songs were
popular first. Now the lighter and
more danceable numbers of the 50’s
and 60’s are preferred as well as
other forms of popular music. After
this, he feels there is no material left
to move on to.

Nikos Argyropoulos, the popular

owner of “Frangosyriani” in Ex-
archia, feels that the proliferation of
commercial rembetika in so many
clubs is a fad but the authentic rem-
betika will continue forever. “In our
club, we have genuine hospitality
that goes beyond a mere concern for
money,” he explained. Here Argyr-
opoulos plays bouzouki which he
learned by instinct 14 years ago. He
also makes instruments. He and the
other musicians in the club are
driven by a mixture of pain and pas-
sion to play. “The burning is so
strong inside us that we would burst
if we didn’t,” he says. Argyropoulos
is a handsome meraklis (one who is
fastidious) in his personal appear-
ance with a carefully trimmed mous-
tache and silver grey hair, and wear-
ing neatly tailored suits with a silk
handkerchief in the breast pocket,
the outfit completed by shiny
pointed black shoes. Paradoxically,
this was a characteristic of the old
rembetists as well. They may have
been starving but they would always
manage to have at least one natty
suit in their possession. Markos
Vamvakaris, the legendary “father”
of rembetika, listed his four passions
in life as flowers, book-learning,
music and clothes.

Argyropoulos is a stickler in his
attitude to the music and considers
Markos (Vamvakaris) the “alpha
and omega of rembetika”. The name
of his club “Frangosyriani” comes
from the title of Vamvakaris’ most

lordanis Tsomides and group at “Taximi”
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Giorgos Mouflouzelis relaxing at home.

famous song, a hassapiko about a
Catholic girl from his island of Syros.
Among the many interesting phdto-
graphs on the walls, Argyropoulos
will proudly point out the one of the
Frangosyriani, a lovely dark-haired
young woman with dangling earrings
and a mysterious half-smile. He
claims it is the only one in existence
in Athens.

“Pondiki” in Kypseli is a lively
club that is distinguished by featur-
ing a Turkish saz player Fetih Ozal,
besides its excellent rembetika
group. The saz is similar to the
bouzouki but has a softer less twangy
sound. Ozal, who is from Kurdistan,
is a political refugee who swam
across the Evros River a year ago.
Although he never heard rembetika
music in his homeland, he now in-
cludes it in his repertoire along with
the amané and “azerbaiyan” songs
from Eastern Turkey that he plays.
Although he hopes to go home
someday, he has had no problem
being accepted here in Greece and
says, “The Greeks are very warm
and seem to like Turks.” As the
owner of “Pondiki” Thodoros Pyrpi-
lis states, “We’re the same people,
Greeks and Turks. I love all anti-
facists. The Turks are agonizing now
as we did under the junta of Papado-
poulos.”

One -cannot describe rembetika
without including the dance. Many
of the clubs such as “Rembetiki
Nichta” in Pangrati and “Alsos” in
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Pedio Areos have large dance floors
jam-packed with gyrating bodies.
Ted Petrides, a folklorist and expert
in Greek dance, feels the resurge of
interest in Greek dances is a healthy
form of entertainment and should
help to preserve traditional dances
but he rues some of the modern
manifestations. “The introspective
character of the dances has dis-
appeared,” he observes. Dancing
has been modified from the tight
syncopated steps of the traditional
zeybekiko and hassapiko to become
a broad exhibitionist style perfected
by the macho pseudo-seamen types.
“Apparently this is their answer to
the Follies Bergeres”, says Petrides
with a pained look. “Itis always a joy
to see an old-fashioned zeybekiko,
skillful but controlled, like the
rembetists could dance on a tiny
patch of floor.”

Whether one believes the current
popularity of rembetika is a genuine

The “Chtldren of Zebedmh” at Pondtkt

modern world from Greece west-
ward has not produced anything
which so convincingly and authenti-
cally expresses the soul of simple
people and their yearnings. When
you hear this music you feel that
something very deep and important

revival or merely a fad should not
deter one’s enjoyment of the music.
No one can deny the exhilarating
effects of a night out in a club with *
congenial company and hearty wine
especially when the musicians are
good and playing their hearts out so
that the atmosphere becomes elec-
trifying. Musicologist Markos Dra-
goumis in his essay “Music of the
Rebetes” from the invaluable book
Rebetika, Songs from the Greek
Underworld sums up the impact of
this true folk form: “But the old.
genuine “rebetic” music is unique.
With the single exception of jazz, the
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Anna Ghrysafl with veteran musicians Takis Binis and lllas Portofilis at "I Pigi tou Rembenkou”

is taking place, that you are en-
countering one of the great achieve-
ments of the human heart.”

Song lyrics are reprinted from Rebe-
tika, Songs From the Greek Under-
world.

SAMPLING OF REMBETIKA CLUBS IN
ATHENS AREA

Always call to check if a club is open and to
make reservations if necessary. Many clubs
have a minimum charge. Go late for a livelier
time.

ALSOS, Pedio Areos. Tel. 821-2271. Large
nightclub, full menu. Closed Monday. Music

" after 11 p.m.

ANATOLI, Dimosthenous 62, Kallithea,
Tel. 959-3696. Cold plates. Opens 9:30 p.m.

O YIANNIS, Eressou 8 and Ippokratous, Ex-
archia-Neopolis. Opens 10 p.m. Closed
Wednesday. Cozy neighborhood spot in old
house.

GLAROS. Patr. Konstantinou 1, Nea
Filadelphia. Tel. 252-0841. Large nightclub,
loud music. Closed Wednesday.

KAIKSIS Arachovis 49, Exarchia, Tel. 364-
4364. Various cold plates. Open 10:30 p.m.
Closed Wednesday.

KALYVES TOU THANASAKI. Karterias
18, Ano Kypseli. Tel. 864-5705. Yorgios
Mouflouzelis featured. Starts at 10 p.m.
Closed Sunday.

KOUASIMODOS. Tsakalof 13, Tel. 361-
8339. Babis Goles featured. Full menu. Music
begins at 10:30 p.m. Closed Tuesday.
MORATORIUM. L. Katsoni 11, (end of
Ippokratous at Alexandras), Tel. 644-8115.
Assorted cold plates and appetizers. Open at
10 p.m.

MOUSIKO KAFENIO RETRO. Grig.
Lambraki 140, Pasalimani.Cold plates. pizza,
open at 10 p.m.

SIMVLSVAIS VLI3HY

PIGI TOU REMBETIKOU. Ag. Glykerias

11, Galatsi. Tel. 292-1820. Anna Chrisafi-and
Koulis Skarpelis featured, Full menu. Open
10 p.m. Go early or call for reservations.
TO PONDIKI. Eptanisou 9 and Androu,
Kypseli, Tel. 823-2971. Cold plate and fruit.
Open every night. “The Children of
Zebediah™ and Fetih Ozal are featured.
REMBETIKI NICHTA. Formionos 102,
Pangrati, tel. 766-9903. Complete menu.
Open 9:30. Closed Wednesday.

TAXIMI. Isavron and Harilaou Trikoupi.
Tel. 363-9919. Iordanis Tsomides featured.
No food. Music starts 10:30. Open every
night. Friendly place.

REMBETIKI ISTORIA. Ippokratous 181.
Tel. 643-0474. Cozy neighborhood place that
sometimes has unamplified music late at
night. :

FRANGOSYRIANI. Arachovis 57. Ex-
archia. Nikos Argyropoulos featured. Home-
made assorted plates. Music begins at 10:30,
Closed Tuesday.

HARAMA. Skopeftirion, Kaisarianis, Tel.
766-4869. Music begins 10:30. Closed Tues-
day. Sotiria Bellou featured. Large nightclub
with pushy waiters. Expensive.
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Collection

by Marjorie Bakker

Every island is different, whatever the cynics say. Though tourism has

come to the small Dodecanese island of Symi, it has little altered this
once prosperous home of sponge divers and merchants.

Collectingis an art. Or would you callita
passion? People collect jewels, snuff
boxes, thimbles, clocks, recipes, old
manuscripts, paper weights (you know,
those fascinating glass globes with
magical snow scenes inside?). There are
some who cannot resist collecting scalps,
even husbands.

I find myself blushing, because it
sounds so pretentious, when I confess
that I collect islands. You could blame
Robert Louis Stevenson for writing
Treasure Island, which was the kingpin
of my early days in Rhodesia, when we
used old mine dumps as islands, and
acted out his characters, ticking croco-
dile and all — or visits to Robben Island
with a schoolgirl friend whose father was
doctor to the Leper Hospital there.

But I mean Greek islands, of course.
And so I treasure my necklace of islands,
with its precious beads. Some authorities
say that there are at least 1000 islands in

that beautiful deep blue sea surrounding,

the mainland. Only 86 were inhabited a
few years ago; some of the small but
waterless outcrops, however, are being

acquired and developed now.

Each island is different, no matter
what the cynics tell you. And each has its
characteristic charm. On your large atlas
you will see how they are grouped — the
northern Sporades: Skopelos, Skiathos,
Skyros, Alonissos — with their distinc-
tive, flowing romantic architecture — the
Dodecanese (meaning Twelve) among
which are Rhodes, Cos, Patmos and
Kalymnos; the Ionian: Zanthe, Cepha-
lonia, Ithaca, with Corfu as their Queen.
Boats ply ceaselessly among them so that

you can plan varied routes, at your lei-

sure.

Instead of just doing the usual tourist
stops, I have had enormous joy explor-
ing new places whenever chance has
landed me anywhere near the Hellenic
complex. I can’t quite equal Lawrence
Durrell’s wanderings on 80. These you
can follow in his glorious book The
Greek Islands. But 1 haven’t yet met
any other South African who can boast

" of having actually stayed on 40 islands!

I don’t count just ports of call on the
way to somewhere, when one skips

ashore to buy the local sweetmeat or
embroidery —only a sleeping stay counts.
And that doesn’t include many equally
fascinating historic places on the main-
land, from Northern Macedonia right
down to the southernmost tip of the
Peloponnese.

Last summer I added anew gem to my
collection.

I had persuaded an Athenian friend to
come with me to savor the unique beauty
of my favorite bay, Lindos, on Rhodes,
but alas! noisome motorbikes tore
through the narrow lanes and rows of
topless females of all sizes and ages lit-
tered the beaches, and the magic was
gone,

So we took the little boat Panormiti
further north, near the Turkish border,
and there I gathered my 41st island —
Symi, enchanting isle, where ghostly
mansions climb the encircling bay of
Galos and the full moon rises behind a
fringe of 20 deserted windmills. Almost
unspoiled, but for how long?

Once prosperous, the home of sponge
divers and merchants, it was long kept
free from Turkish invasion by the
Knights Templars. Towards the end of
World War II, Symi was occupied by the
Germans. During the battle for its free-
dom, fire bombs destroyed many of the
spiendid mansions which peer down now
with hollow eyes through shattered win-
dows, and tall trees reach up from the
foundations to tap on the elegant peeling
carved pediments. :

There are two pleasant hotels facing
the open sea. From the harbor clock
tower you amble inland along a narrow
uneven path in search of cheaper acco-
modation. You can find a room in a nar-
row house near the little bridge leading
to the plateia. Adequate and clean.
Through an opening in the loo wall you
glimpse colorful boats and the enticing
hillside opposite. The shower works un-
til thoughtless younger tourists run it
dry. Then the owner, who s also a fisher-
man and the local baker, is called to
pump rainwater from underground
tanks. Alas, that while we were there
huge concrete blocks were being drop-
ped into the sea to widen the pavement
so that cars may land more easily.

There is a wide choice of tavernas.
Breakfast is served with nonchalance by
a handsome young man with an even
more handsome moustache. The opera
house owes its origin to Sydney and has
that certain extra panache (and charge).

Mouthwatering thick soup is the spe-
ciality of a German house near the tele-
graph office. Several large open tavernas
vie {or the eager yachtsmen who come
ashore nightly from the beautiful yachts
and order huge meals and flagons of
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wine — glad to be free for a while of
flapping sails and heaving seas.

Awaiting you too, is the challenge of
that hillside. More than 500 wide steps,
with intervening terraces. A blue arrow
entices you around corners and along
narrow lanes, to famous houses, a cos-
tume museum, a gleaming white and
blue monastery (one of twelve on Symi)
and the ruined Castro, which originally
dominated two bays and gave warning of
pirates and other enemies.

Half way up the steps you pause to
read the name plate of the doctor’s ele-
gantly restored house, succor for the ill
and wounded. Smaller houses nestle be-
tween gaunt ruins. So much activity by
builders, carpenters and painters. Soft
ochre and apricot walls contrast with
dazzling white surfaces. Hellenic blue
edges doorways and windows, and
touches of emerald green startle your
eyes. Below, the turquoise sea gleams
through rose red roofs. You breathe in
beauty and that special pure air that is
Greece.

From the Castro you stroll down a
gentle road to Pedi, the second impor-
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“The painted way"”
tant bay. In a fertile valley on your right,
olives and citrus vie for the scant rainfall.
On this charming beach you find two
simple tavernas and a quaint small
chapel. While I was floating happily in
the clear water after an excellent dish of
marides (tiny grilled crisp sardines),
salad and retsina, I was horrified to see a
monster crane swim menacingly into the
bay — to start building a jetty and disturb
the peace with promtise of tourist ships.
Two years ago only one ship a day
visited Symi. Now at least four daily de-
cant eager holiday makers of every
nationality. Can you imagine the
thousands of potatoes, tomatoes and
cucumbers that are sliced by the pretty
wives of taverna owner<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>