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18
’, 3 :\\ ; .‘!‘ . -=
N
INNOmedia

Wonderful
things will happen this spring ...
at the grand new
Ledra Marriott hotel.

Imagine a beautiful day in spring when a new door opens for you.
The doorman tips his hat. You smile back as you enter a luxury world
created especially for you. You will find every imaginable convenience
in our elegant rooms. Delicious cocktails at the bar. Exotic food in a cozy atmosphere.
Plus a variety of services — from a leisurely Sunday brunch to a perfect business lunch.

The new Ledra Marriott will be a very personal hotel.

So you can imagine the beauty of your personal experiences — as they will happen.

Sometime this spring.
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Ledra Marriott Hotel
Athens

Opening this month on Syngrou Avenue
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363.4444, can tell you more about SAS Summer Program.
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publishers note

The Australian government ten years ago opened the country to immigrants
from all over the world. In ‘Australia’s Multi-Cultural Experiment’, Yvette
Varvaressos describes some of the difficulties this policy towards diversity has
aroused in schools and cultural programs, through lack of enthusiasm and
social hostility, An increase of contact between Greek-Australians and Greece,
Varvaressos believes, is needed to give minority groups there a stronger sense of
identification, which will, in turn, contribute to Australia’s cultural
enrichment.

Gillian Bouras provides a striking parallel in reverse to Greek communities
in Australia, being an Australian woman who has been living in a Peloponnesian
village for two years. ‘Melbourne Mum’ shows vividly that the heartbreaks
in the migration process know no geographical boundaries.

“Albania appears to depend for its survival on keeping strictly isolated,”
writes journalist Lee Stokes in ‘On the Other Side of the Fence’, a glimpse of
this almost unknown land caught through interviews with Greeks who have
recently escaped.

Elsewhere in this issue, Michael Skapinker writes of the increasing number
of Greeks retumning home from the West, Don Sebastian chronicles a history of
Greek currency, and Helen Robinson interviews Julie Masino, a singer starring
in Athens’ top night spot. ;

The cover is by Antonis Kalamaras.
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_ Letters______

Dark Vidar Strikes Back!

"Tis a pity that from an article meant to
be entertaining and informative, reader
Schlenoff (Letters, The Athenian,
March issue), has extracted, out of
context, a single word and attempted
to create with it a diabolical plot
against female children. The fallacy of
this is obvious since the article was
written from an historical, not sociolo-
gical, viewpoint and she has chosen to
read bias where none exists.

Her criticism also shows the inherent
danger of both cursory (according to
the American College Dictionary de-
fined as “going rapidly over something
without noticing detail”) reading and
editorial pruning.

While it is true that children of both
sexes play with many different kinds of
toys, and that at certain ages, boys play
with dolls (toy soldiers are also dolls)
and girls play with mechanical toys, it
is also scientifically proven that there
are differences in inherited skills and
talents which also tend to mold prefer-
ences even when playing.

As for remolding “adult preconcep-
tions and ignorance”, I am afraid that
this would take a great deal more space
than any little old article of mine is
given!

Don Sebastian
TV’s Message

Your article, “Watching the One-
Eyed Monster”, by Ms. Stenzel (March
Athenian), proved very informative. I
was, further, tempted by the irony,
that in a traditional society still sing-
ularly blessed by the absence of ills in-
herent in more ‘progressive’ countries,
the now familiar argument over televi-
sion’s role in producing violence, has
reared its ugly head.

While Mr. Alevras, Director of ERT
1, states “the role of television is very
very powerful in Greece,” and admits
that Athenian streets are not as safe as
they used to be, he denies that televi-
sion can be blamed. As a resident of
Greece for seven years, and witness
not only to the unfortunate changes as
this once safe oasis becomes more and
more blemished by incidents of vio-
lence, I have also noticed the increas-
ing popularity and sadly indiscriminate
viewing of reprehensible cinema. If the
media and communication organs are
not to be blamed, then who or what is?
We are not a nation, but a world of
sheep, and we are affected. As any
communicative organ, television has a
very serious responsibility.

Graham Davey
Athens




Labyrinths and Beehives

Last year the Ministry of Housing
and Environment announced its ambi-
tious ‘beehive’ plan as an essential part
of an overall program for solving the
traffic circulation problem in central
Athens. This meant that 24 neighbor-
hoods, or beehives, had been marked
out within the inner city which would
allow the residents of each to pursue a
more richly fulfilling urban life with a
minimum of traffic congestion and air
pollution which comes as a result of it.

How this was going to be achieved
remained somewhat unclear until last
month when the Ministry revealed a
further and ingenious course of action
which might be called the introduction
of the labyrinth factor. By this latest
plan, traffic will not be actually banned
from entering these beehives, but if
one is doing so only to cross them and
avoid the central arteries, one is going
to regret it. In these neighborhoods,
there will be no ‘through’ streets what-
ever. Instead, the traffic will be chan-
nelled in a meandering, backward-
forwards, criss-cross, right-left passage
which will make driving without a com-
pass in these areas an almost impossi-
ble task. This means, of course, setting
up a great number of no-entry, one-
way and directional signs, but the
Ministry of Public Works has already
ordered these signs and they are in the
process of being delivered.

The first beehive to receive the
labyrinthine treatment is Exarchia dur-
ing this month of April, with Ambelo-
kipi and Kolonaki next on the list.
Opver half of these two dozen beehives
will have had their streets similarly
marked by the end of the year. Two
major problems immediately suggest
themselves. What are car owners in
these neighborhoods going to do, and
what are going to be the traffic condi-

tions on the major arteries of ‘fast’ traf-
fic circulation which are left? The solu-
tion to the first problem seems to lie on
the assumption that drivers will have
such a deeply engrained yearning to get
home that they will find their way to
their front doors, either, like Ariadne,
by means of thread, or, like Hansel
and Gretel, with a trail of rice. Furth-
ermore, car owners will be issued spe-
cial cards which will permit them to
park within their own honeycomb. The
second problem presents somewhat
more abstract solutions, since it is the
big avenues that have caused the major
traffic jams even in ‘the prebeehive
period. The Ministry suggests a net-
work of underground garages beneath
squares or such areas that are already
state-owned. If this has a familiar ring,
it is because it has been the perennial
proposal of every government for the
last ten years. Even the junta proposed
it, and, moreover, acted on it, by con-
structing a garage under Klafthmonos
Square. As an inspiration for similar
subsequent projects, it proved to be a
sorry one, since the garage had to be
closed several years later due to
structural faults.

The restoration of Plaka and its
transformation into a pedestrian area
in the last few years, however, show
that the beehive-and-labyrinth system
can work, since the limited number of
streets that are open to traffic today
have few cars in them. Now, the Minis-
try of Housing and Environment pro-
poses similar treatment for quarters ex-
tending from Plaka along the northern
and western areas around the Acropo-
lis; namely, the districts of Psirri, This-
sion and Gazi. Although none of them
contains the number of houses worth
preserving that Plaka has, nonetheless
the Ministry believes these areas can be
upgraded and have features that are

our town
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worth salvaging.

Lying across Ermou Street from
Monastiraki, Psirri is not only the com-
mercial center of nineteenth-century
Athens, it is also the quarter which
most closely conforms to the street
plan of the ancient city. A warren of
ironmongers, coppersmiths and potlin-
ing shops, it has a modest, human-
scaled atmosphere which, properly
cleaned up and restored, could attract
more residents to inhabit the upper
floors of its houses, which — if not
neoclassical by any stretch of that elas-
tic term — are small and basically
pleasant. The Thission area presents a
more hopeful aspect. Firstly, it has al-
ways been controlled by a low-height
law, so there are few reinforced con-
crete structures; secondly, it has more
old houses than new; thirdly, it has a
larger resident community, hence its
degradation is less advanced. Gazi, so-
called after the city gasworks there
lying just beyond Thission, presents the
most formidable problems. A waste-
land composed largely of automechanic
garages, spare-part shops and crane
rental agencies, it has been abandoned
not only by residents but by most of
the small industry that replaced them.
Despite cries of quixoticism on the part
of critics, the Ministry of Housing and
Environment insists on seeing tiled
roofs, acroteria, old balconies and
other such neoclassical bits-and-pieces
even there, in its pursuit of bringing
the old commercial center of the city
back to life. Meanwhile, architects
working with the Ministry are trying to
arouse the interest of the people still
residing in these areas with meetings
and lectures accompanied by slides and
photographs of the old, and projections
for what can be renewed. And, they
claim, the response has been strong.

Practically every vehicle of public




transport in Athens is displaying post-
ers cheerfully proclaiming ‘tell us
where you are going and we will take
you there’. How these streetcars
named desire are going to weave
through the labyrinths, beehives and
back lanes of Psirri and Gazi is not
altogether clear, but the Ministry not-
withstanding is going about trying to
make Athens more livable in resource-
ful and original ways.

Problems of Identity

One of the most tiring and time-
consuming occupations of the Greek
citizen is trying to convince the author-
ities that he is who he is. Although he
is required by law to carry an identi-
fication card which bears the essential
information and a photograph, the au-
thorities will leave nothing to circum-
stance or chance. So, except in the sim-
plest transactions, the citizen may be
required to present at least half a
dozen other documents: official per-
mits, marriage certificates, baptismal
documents, military papers, letter of
recommendation, social security forms,
and what-not. To the delight of the en-
tire adult population (except for much
of the bureaucracy), the government
recently announced the proposal that
I.D. cards be used at last for the pur-
pose for which they were issued; name-
ly, to identify, and that the presenta-
tion of this card will be sufficient. By
this simple stroke, a tremendous
amount of clerical waste will be elimin-
ated, and for the time saved, the pro-
ductivity of the country is bound to be
enhanced.

The identification situation for for-
eigners, however, is less rosy. The new
glossy Alien’s Residence Permit book-
let, which serves as an I.D. card, is, in
appearance, a great improvement on
the former paper which had to be held
together with cellotape after a few
months’ use. In content, however, the
following statement, as printed, reads:
‘making any false statement to a person
carrying out registration duties will ren-
der the offender liable to a capital
punishment (imprisonment) [sic] or to
a fine or both.” Foreigners should be
reassured, however, not to expect a fi-
gure in a black stocking mask and hold-
ing an axe on their next visit to the
alien’s police: the word ‘capital’ has
been hastily inked out.
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Coup scare

The calm of the last weekend in Febru-
ary was badly shaken by rumors
throughout the country that a coup
attempt was underway. The rumors
were provoked by a police and army
exercise in the Athens area and the
mobilization of PASOK and commun-
ist cadres.

President Karamanlis dismissed the
whole affair as “idiocy” and govern-
ment spokesman Dimitris Maroudas in-
sisted that nothing untoward had hap-
pened.

Western diplomats in Athens believe
the government’s assurances that there
was no coup attempt. They add that it
is possible, however, that Prime Minis-
ter Papandreou did receive reports that
elements of the armed forces were dis-
satisfied over the annual promotion
and retirement of officers - and
ordered the mobilization. “Something
went wrong,” one diplomat said. “The
message was not passed all along the
line and some PASOK people didn’t
realize that it was only an exercise.”

Even the pro-government daily Elef-
therotypia felt moved to ask what
assurances the average Greek citizen
was to believe. “That of the govern-
ment that nothing suspicious happened
on the weekend, or that of the party
organizations, that they received orders
to mobilize because ‘something was
happening.’... And who should they
believe in the future if — God forbid —
something does happen?”

Editor Assassinated

The publisher of Vradyni, Tzortzis
Athanasiades, was shot dead in his
office by an as-yet unidentified

assailant. Although police have not yet
established the motive for the killing,
New Democracy Leader Evangelos
Averof immediately declared that
Athanasiades was the victim of a poli-
tical crime. Thousands of mourners
turned the dead publisher’s funeral into
a mass protest against the government,
with many shouting slogans against the
“PASOK dictatorship.” The funeral
was also attended by three members of
the cabinet and by government spokes-
man Dimitris Maroudas. Prime Minis-
ter Papandreou expressed his “sorrow
over the hideous crime” and appealed
for calm.

Apart from his position as publisher
of Vradyni, Athanasiades was also
president of the Greek Union of Pub-
lishers and of the Greek Olympic
Games Committee.

Tichonov and things that
go bang in the night

Soviet Prime Minister Nicholas Ticho-
nov arrived in Athens for a four-day
visit in late February, formally return-
ing a visit to Moscow by then-Prime
Minister Constantine Karamanlis in
1979. But the trip also provided evi-
dence of present Prime Minister
Andreas Papandreou’s determination
to provide Greece with a “multi-
dimensional”  foreign  policy, as
opposed to sole dependence on the
West.

At an official dinner in honor of the
Soviet premier, Mr. Papandreou re-
peated his desire to see the Balkans
free of nuclear weapons and observed
that on “the crucial subject of disarma-
ment, our views are similar.” He also
said, apparently without sarcasm, that
“both our countries are unreservedly

My, Tichonov, meet Mr. Papandreou

—_—




giving support to the Final Act of Hel-
sinki.”

In an obvious reference to Greece’s
claim to the right to extend its terri-
torial waters from six to twelve miles,
under the new Law of the Sea, the
Greek Prime Minister said that both
countries had signed the new law and
“have reconfirmed their will for a strict
implementation.” The Soviets are re-
ported to be opposed to the extension
of Greek territorial waters in the Ae-
gean.

For his part, Mr. Tichonov wel-
comed the idea of a nuclear-free Bal-
kans and called for the withdrawal of
all foreign troops and the dismantling
of all military bases on Cyprus. Howev-
er, as the opposition press noted, he

* did not condemn the Turkish invasion

and occupation of Cyprus.

Later in the week, the two sides
signed a ten-year agreement on econom-
ic, industrial, scientific and technolo-
gical cooperation. The accord provides
for the Soviets to help build Greece an
alumina plant and for the two countries
to cooperate in the construction of a
natural gas pipeline, the modernization
and electrification of Greece’s railways
and the exchange of various goods, in-
cluding crude oil and petroleum by-
products, agricultural products, house-
hold appliances, electrical energy and
pharmaceuticals.

The official Athens News Agency
cautioned, however, that “political
observers noted that this was a pro-
gram and not an agreement in the clas-
sical sense, since the two sides plan to
formulate two-year programs to carry
out the accord.”

On the last night of his visit, Mr.
Tichonov went in search of some local
color, as Mr. Papandreou’s guest at the
Myrtia taverna in Mets. The evening
was somewhat disrupted, however, by
the sound of an explosion nearby.

Police could find no explosive device
and Public Order Minister Yiannis
Skoularikis said that “apparently the
noise was caused by the exhaust of a
passing car or a motorcycle,” a claim
which caused some amusement on the
part of local residents. “A back-firing
car doesn’t rattle your windows,” said
one.

Ferry boat disaster

At least twenty-six people died when
the car ferry Chryssi Avghi capsized
and sank in stormy seas off the south-
ern tip of Euboea. Fourteen survivors
were picked up by a Soviet cargo ship.

The Chryssi Avghi, which was car-
rying twenty-four crew members and
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fourteen passengers, sent out a distress
signal two hours after sailing from
Rafina.

During a meeting with Merchant
Marine Minister George Katsifaras,
President Karamanlis called for action
to be taken against anyone found to be
responsible for the tragedy. His call
came amid reports that the captain of
the boat had wanted to postpone the
trip because of the poor weather condi-
tions prevailing at the time, and that
the journey had been made on the in-
sistence of the owners of the boat.

There were also reports that the fer-
ry had been overloaded, that life boats
had been jammed in their racks and
that most of the life jackets had been
locked in a storeroom.

o

Markos Vafiades: It’s good to b hoe

Vafiades returns

Taking advantage of Prime Minister
Papandreou’s invitation to Greek re-
fugees in Eastern Europe to return
home, Markos Vafiades, the most
famous of the exiles still alive, flew into
Athens on Independence Day after a
thirty-five year absence. Vafiades, 77,
was Prime Minister and Defense Minis-
ter in the Communist “mountain gov-
ernment” during the civil war. Vafiades
had fallen out of favor with the Soviet
Union towards the end of the civil war
and was eventually dismissed from his
post. In 1949 he nevertheless fled to
the Soviet Union along with 100,000
other guerillas and their families. For
the past twenty years, Vafiades has
worked as a clock repair mechanic in a
factory in Penza, near the Ural moun-
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tains. On his arrival in Athens,
Vafiades called for the reunification of
Greece’s communist parties.

Base talks (continued)

A shivering crowd of around eighty
thousand braved the cold weather to
attend a protest rally against the pres-
ence of the American bases in Greece.
The rally was supported by the two
communist parties and by PASOK.

The demonstration was followed, a
few days later, by the resumption of
negotiations on the future of the bases
between Greek Foreign Affairs Under-
secretary Yannis Kapsis, and Amer-
ican negotiator  Reginald Barth-
olomew, amid reports that the two
sides were close to agreement. The fin-
al accord is expected to include a for-
mula which will allow the government
to claim that the bases will be removed
after a specified number of years, as
well as the rumored rent of one billion
dollars a year payable by the United
States.

Baby racket ends

Eighteen people were sentenced to be-
tween fourteen months and three years
imprisonment by an Athens court for
running a baby-selling ring.

The court was told that a senior
surgeon, doctors, midwives and nurses
operated out of a clinic, buying babies
from unmarried mothers or women
who needed the money and selling
them to childless couples.

In its ruling, the court said that
women who wanted to buy babies
would enter the clinic and scream as
though they were giving birth, in an
attempt to allay the suspicions of the
rest of the clinic staff. They would then
leave the clinic with the baby.

The purchasers would also be pro-
vided with birth certificates for the
babies, saving the childless couples
from having to go through lengthy
adoption procedures. “It was an in-
genious operation,” the court said.

The ring was uncovered when other
doctors at the clinic became suspicious.

Parliamentary punch-up

Parliamentary propriety went by the
board when a debate on the future of
the security forces degenerated into a
fist fight. Scaling new oratorical
heights, PASOK Deputy Takis
Papageorgopoulos called New Demo-

cracy M.P. Ilias Vouyouklakis a
“thug”.

“Traitor” Vouyouklakis responded.
Punch-ups followed, with deputies
chasing each other all the way up to the
President’s rostrum.

New Democracy leader Evangelos
Averof called the incident “the worst in
the forty years of my parliamentary
career.”

In a special message from Austria,
where he was on an official visit, Prime

Minister Andreas Papandreou

-appealed to deputies of all parties to

“remember that Parliament is the su-
preme expression of democratic institu-
tions and must be protected for the
sake of the people’s trust in us.” He
called on the M.P.s to “fulfill your re-
sponsibility to democracy and history.”

Melina’s marbles (con-
tinued)

Government officials said they will
“not be deterred” by the British gov--
ernment’s rejection of their demand for
the return of the Elgin Marbles. The
rejection came from Paul Channon,
British Minister for the Arts, in re-
sponse to a question in the House of
Commons from a group of Labour
M.P.s. Labour M.P. Christopher Price
described Lord Elgin, the British
Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire
who removed the marbles from the
Acropolis, as “an unscrupulous van-
dal.”

Michael Skapinker

At Random

The already straitened economy was
further hampered in late February with
strikes by tax collectors and coffee re-
tailers. The internal revenue personnel
laid off work throughout the country
for forty-eight hours, twelve days be-
fore the 1982 tax declaration deadline.
The far less popular coffee retailers’
strike was economically equally threat-
ening, since it involved the beverage
which must accompany the conclusion
of all business agreements.

The Under Ministry of Youth and
Athletics is offering paid vacations for
20,000 youths this summer. This pro-
gram is being organized and financed
by the Ministry with the assistance of
youth unions and tourist agencies. Last
year the government reduced the vot-
ing age from 21 to 18 as part of its so-




cial liberalization program. Recently,
the Ministry launched plans for an In-
ternational Friendship Center on the is-
land of Halki near Rhodes, which
hopes to attract thousands of young
people from Europe and from other
Mediterranean countries.

The National Panhellenic Organization
of Youth (EPON) was particularly ac-
tive in February, commemorating the
fortieth anniversary of its foundation
during the fascist occupation. As a
youth organization supporting the
National Liberation Movement, it play-
ed an important part in the resistance.

Lectures, exhibitions and memorials
also surrounded the anniversaries of
two leading figures of modern Greek
culture, poet Kostis Palamas, whose
funeral in February 1943 became a de-
monstration of Hellenism against fas-
cism, and actress Katina Paxinou. Ban-
ned from acting with the National
Theater during the junta, Paxinou felt
at the time of her death just ten years
ago, that her talents were better
appreciated abroad.

Nine consecutive nights of sub-freezing
temperatures, snowfalls and blustering
winds in February broke cold weather
records in Attica. Storm damages will
cost the public power company, DEH,
an estimated 20 million drachmas.

Offices of the Ministry of National
Economy in Syntagma were gutted by
fire in February. Although flames near-
ly engulfed files of business concerns
under scrutiny, arson was ruled out as
a cause.

A sixteenth century Cretan icon of the
Virgin was sold at auction in London
for 16,500 pounds late in February.
The high price was due to the great rar-
ity in Byzantine art of an icon depicting
the Virgin without the presence of the
Christ child.

With the Academy of Athens cleared
of grime and disfigurements, the clean-
ing of public buildings continues with
the National Library next door. Across
Panepistimiou Street, the deteriorated
Arsakeion, housing the law courts, will
also be restored by a recent decision of
the Council of State.

French author and academician Mar-
guerite Yourcenar visited Greece last
month for the first time in fifty years.
The author of Hadrian’s Memoirs and
translator of Cavafy said, “I see Greece
as the last wave of Asia. Herein lies its
enchantment, in the fact that it lies be-
tween Asia and Europe.”
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The Outgoing Greeks

Emigration patterns changing

by Michael Skapinker

N

)

DYSSEUS is often cited as an early
O example of the Hellenic love for
travel, and the Greek talent for prosper-
ing in foreign parts is indeed centuries
old. In more recent times, the Greek ex-
odus to the post-war boom cities of the
United States, Germany, Canada and Au-

stralia has provided hundreds of
thousands of emigrants with a more com-
fortable way of life and has, until recently
at any rate, saved the country from the
ravages of mass unemploymént.

But a survey of the countries hosting
large Greek populations indicates that re-
cession abroad, coupled with a long-term
rise in living standards at home, has large-
ly stemmed the flow of emigrants.

“The interest is still consistently high,”
says John Simpson, Senior Migration
Officer at the Australian Embassy in
Athens. “We had 2,300 applications for
migrant visas in 1982. But at present, the
number of people receiving migrant visas
to Australia is the lowest since the war.”
Only 612 Greeks were granted permission
to emigrate to Australia last year, com-
pared to 1,900 in 1981 and over 4,000 in
1975.

“This falling trend will continue for the
foreseeable future, as long as the Austra-
lian economy, and particularly unemploy-
ment, causes problems,” Mr. Simpson
said. At the moment, Australia is only
accepting close relatives of people already
settled in Australia and a small number of

-professionals, such as computer specialists

and one or two categories of engineers.
They are approving very few immigration
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applications from skilled artisans, which
provided a large source of Greek migrants
to Australia in the past.

A similar picture is provided by the
Canadian Embassy. “The word is out that
things are tough in Canada and people are
just not going,” says Immigration Coun-
sellor Edward Woodford. “It’s mainly the
economic situation in Canada. We still get
a lot of informal inquiries, people asking
when things are going to improve.”

Canada issued over 3,500 immigration
visas to Greek in 1975 and the number
has been dropping steadily since then. In
1981 the embassy issued 1,100 immig-
rants’ visas and only 971 last year.

German officials also report a vast
change in Greek migration patterns. They
point out that the Greek community in
Germany now numbers 300,000; in the
late 60s and early 70s the figure was close
to one million. The Greeks who are still
in Germany are regarded as being there
to stay, even though 9,000 of them are
presently receiving unemployment ben-
efits. At 12 percent, Greek unemploy-
ment in Germany is two percent higher
than the national unemployment rate.

German regulations on Greek migra-
tion have changed since Greece joined the
EEC, but free movement of Greeks with-
in the Common Market will only come
into effect at the beginning of 1988. In-
deed, German fears of another surge of
immigration from Greece were generally
regarded as the reason for the long delay
on free movement of labor in Greece’s
EEC accession arrangements.




Nevertheless, close relatives of those
already in Germany are now permitted to
move there without going through the
embassy in Athens. Immigration is also
possible for a very restricted group of
workers, such as cooks for Greek taver-
nas, who are required to have passed ex-
aminations in their fields. Since Greece’s
accession to the EEC, the German
Embassy has stopped collecting statistics
on Greek migration. But officials say that
until 1988, immigration will be very lim-
ited.

In his office at the American Embassy,
Visa Section Chief Stanislaus Valerga
places two framed graphs on the settee.
“What do you think?” he asks. The first
graph shows the number of immigrant
visas granted by the U.S. Embassy in
Greece over the years. The line rises dra-
matically from the early until the late 60’s,
and then drops steadily to a point lower,
in 1982, than any other on the graph. The
second graph shows the number of tourist
visas granted by the Embassy. Valerga de-
scribes the second graph as being the
same as the first — “just upside down.”
The number of tourist visas rises to some
45,000 in 1981 and drops slightly to
around 40,000 last year.

We suggest that an increase in Greek
prosperity over the years has given more
people the opportunity to travel and less
incentive to emigrate, while growing un-
employment in the U.S. has led to fewer
immigration requests being approved.
“The general conclusion that things have
got better in Greece is a natural and fair
one,” Valerga said. “The immigrant of
the past was a person with no job, living
in a village and with no future. Now those
going have someone in the U.S. with jobs
ready for them.”

But in contrast to the picture presented
by Australian, Canadian and German di-
plomats, Valerga insists that unemploy-
ment in the U.S. has made no difference
to American immigration policy. “I've
seen nothing to lead me to think that
we’re cutting back on immigration,” he
says. “I don’t see any change in immigra-
tion policy as a result of cyclical unem-
ployment.” Valerga points out that very
few applications to emigrate to the United
States are ever turned down, with almost
all of them coming from people who fall
within the U.S.’s clearly-defined immigra-
tion categories, which, apart from some

technical details, have remained the same .

since 1952. It is demand from Greeks

wishing to move to the States that has
dropped, and not the numbers that the
Americans are willing to admit, Valerga
says.

Nevertheless, the fall in immigrant visas
for the U.S. has been sharp. 1,728 Greeks
were granted permission to settle in the
U.S. in 1982, compared to 2,867 in 1981,
7,771 in 1975 and a high point of 14,829 in
1969.

Nor does the embassy believe that any
significant number of Greeks are going to
the U.S. as students or tourists and
staying on. “There is no reason to believe
that Greeks are anything more than a
miniscule percentage of the illegals,”
Valerga says.

The embassies do not keep track of
the number of Greeks returning home,
but the social security program of the
U.S. Embassy here gives some idea of
the large numbers of people who do re-
turn after living and working abroad.
James Meale, Resident Federal Bene-
fits Officer at the Embassy, says that the
Americans hand over five million dol-
lars every month to people now living
in Greece. Although a proportion of
the 20,000 checks distributed by the
Federal Benefits Unit every month go
to widows and children who have never
been to the United States, the greater
proportion of the money goes to peo-
ple who lived and worked in the U.S.
at some point, or to their dependents.

Mr. Meale says that the number of
people receiving checks has remained
fairly consistent over the past few
years, although the figure fell slightly
last year because of President Reagan’s

cutbacks in student benefits. He points
out, however, that it is difficult to iden-
tify migration patterns on the basis of
the benefits because of such unknown
variables as the death rate of the re-
cipients.

Nevertheless, it has become clear in
recent years that not only are fewer
Greeks emigrating; more and more of
them are coming home. The turning
point was 1974, when more Greeks re-
turned than emigrated — for the first
time since statistics were first kept in
1850. The National Statistical Service
here stopped compiling migration re-
cords in 1978, but officials at the new-
ly-formed Foreign Ministry’s Undersec-
retariat for Greeks abroad believe that
the trend has continued, despite the
deteriorating economic climate at
home. “An unemployed Greek feels
better being unemployed in Greece
than in Germany or America”, the offi-
cial said.

Among the Greeks who have re-
turned is Pericles Economides, now a
consultant on matters affecting Greeks
abroad in the Foreign Ministry. A resi-
dent of Toronto for twenty-five years
and a former Vice-President of the
Greek Community there, Economides
returned to Greece shortly after
PASOK came to power. An activist in
Andreas Papandreou’s Panhellenic
Liberation Movement (PAK) during
the dictatorship and a founder member
of PASOK, Economides says that
“when the people gave the vote to
Andreas Papandreou I decided to
come back. I came to help with some-
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Kindergarten to Upper VIth/Grade 13

New headquarters at:

7 Streit Street, Philothei, (Philothei Exit B)

Tel: 681-2096

Headmaster: R.J.O. Meyer, O.B.E., M.A. (Cantab.)
Deputy heads: E.S. Carrick, B.Sc. (Birmingham) and

Miss B.M, Ludgate, M.A. (Ed.)

1. Senior School (E.S. Carrick, Miss B.M. Ludgate)

at Navarinou & Palama corner, Halandri (682-2828)
2. Prep. School (Miss J. Wotherspoon)
3. Infant School (Mrs. S. Stathatos)

at 7, Streit Street, Philothei (681-2096)

GLYFADA BRANCH

1. Prep. School (R.C. Crook) at 3 Beta Street
Infant School (Mzs. M. Hares) at 9, One Street

Ellinikon (894-3251)

3. VIth form college developments proceeding normally towards
September entries for G.C.E. ‘O’ and ‘A’ level preparations.

With an unbeatable team of experienced teachers and the confidence
which stems from a swiftly growing list of outstanding successes at all
levels we aim to offer all that is best in the independent school tra-
ditions from Nursery School to entrance exams for ALL the world’s
universities and schools,

N.B. 1,

&

Maths, Music, Art and other skills scholarships avail-
able for boys and girls of outstanding ability of any
kind,

Experienced remedial teaching for boys and girls with
reading or environmental problems.

Encouragement given to all extra-curricula activities.
Representative and Public Centre for the Associated
Board of the Royal Schools of Music.

Summer holiday camp School.

Outstanding *82/’83 successes included:

(a) University or Polytechnic acceptances for 10 out
of 11 Senior School candidates, including Oxbridge,
London and Athens,

(b)  Admission gained at the major British Public
Schools: Aldenham, Alleyn’s, Bloxham, Leighton
Park, Millfield, St. Lawrence (Ramsgate) and Stowe.

Information: 681-2096 at any time of night or day.

. Headquarters at
7, Streit Street, Philothei (681-2096)
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thing I know — the problems of the
Greeks abroad. After all, I was one of
them for twenty-five years.”

Describing the work of the Under-
secretariat for Greeks Abroad, Econo-
mides explains that “We’re not saying
that we should bring everyone back
here. We say that we must create the
apparatus for whoever wants to come
back. People want to have some advice
about how to establish themselves
economically. There are the problems
people face getting through customs.
We're trying to suggest some changes
in the laws so that it won’t be so tire-
some.”

Economides says that the govern-
ment also understands the problems
faced by returning Greek children who
have to adjust to a new school system.
“You can’t bring a child here who is at
the top of his class in Canada or Amer-
ica and put him in school here when he
doesn’t understand the Greek lan-
guage. You need to gradually increase
the teaching of Greek to these chil-
dren.”

He also concedes that many return-
ing Greek men face uncertainty over
what their military obligations will be
when they come home. “The position
on military service will be clarified”,
he says. “I think they’re soon going to
get a full picture of what category
they’re in.”

Although the previous New Demo-
cracy government also had a Deputy
Foreign Affairs Minister who took re-
sponsibility for Greeks abroad, the
separate Undersecretariat is a PASOK
creation, headed by Foreign Affairs
Undersecretary Assimakis Fotilas.

Makis Papastavrou, General Secre-
tary of the Undersecretariat, says that
“before the Undersecretariat for
Greeks Abroad was created, there
were various scattered directorates in
various Ministries aimed at the expatri-
ate Greeks, without there being any
coordination between them or any spe-
cific program with which to confront
the whole range of problems con-
fronted by our migrants.” Added Mr.
Papastavrou, “without saying that con-
ditions for repatriation are ideal, don’t
forget that we’ve only been in power
for seventeen months — efforts are
being made to move in a direction
which we believe will soon produce re-
sults.”



K eepmg the traditions alive: Nancy Caruana s Greek-Australian dance troupe

N 1973, Australia’s then-Minister

for Immigration announced the
death of the White Australia policy,
opening the doors to immigrants from
all over the world. It would no longer
be difficult for non-Europeans to come
to Australia, and gone were the days
when newcomers from central and
southern Europe, branded “reffos” and
later “New Australians”, were obliged
to assimilate as quickly as possible,
turning their backs on their own cul-
tural heritage.

The government established an offi-
cial policy of multi-culturalism backed
by a massive spending program in the
fields of education, social welfare and
cultural areas to meet the needs of
non-English speaking migrants and
their Australian-born children, esti-
mated in 1978 as some 25% of the total
population. The money was spent on
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Australna S Multl-Cultural
Experiment

The Greek community in the land Down Under

By Yvette Varvaressos

the establishment of Migrant Resource
Centers, financial assistance to
“ethnic” schools set up by the migrant
communities, the expansion of English
teaching and other services (social
workers, interpreters) to migrants, and
the establishment of “ethnic” radio sta-
tions and a multi-cultural television sta-
tion.

But concurrent with the develop-
ment of these programs, there has been
considerable discussion over their
effectiveness, and some question of the
depth of the government’s commitment

‘to multi-culturalism. Furthermore, it

has proved very difficult to overcome
some of the inborn prejudices against
newcomers among the descendants of
the earliest settlers.

- Dr. Con Castan, visiting Professor of
English at Athens University and a
Greek Australian long involved in mul-

ti-culturalism through his work with the
Ethnic Radio station in Brisbane,
maintains that the policy has in fact
made a difference to the lives of mi-
grants in Australia, and is changing the
idea of what it means to be an Austra-
lian. For him, the essence of multi-
culturalism is the concept of the
“hyphenated Australian”. “Everybody
in Australia can only be fully described
from an ethnic-cultural point of view
by using a double-barrelled expression
such as Greek-Australian, Anglo-
Australian, etc. All of these are Aus-
tralians, but no one is more Australian
than anybody else... I do not see my-
self as holding the values and culture of
metropolitan Greece, and even the
Greek that I speak has its differences
(mainly of accent) of which I am
proud. I see myself as part of a culture
which is developing in Australia from
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Greek antecedents but under the con-
ditions of Australian life.”

From his own experience Dr. Castan
feels however, that to be successful,
multi-culturalism has to affect even
more Australians than it does at the
moment. “One can’t help feeling that a
fair amount of the multi-cultural talk in
Australia is rhetoric.” In his estima-
tion, the majority of people are ignor-
ant of it, a few are strongly opposed
and a minority is enthusiastic. He feels
that many of the programs aimed at de-
veloping multi-culturalism can be char-
acterized as “tokenism.” For example,
the “ethnic” television station does not,
he says, serve the majority of migrants,
but rather the middle class “trendies.”
“Migrants from the lower socio-
economic classes are not particularly
interested in the latest French movie
with English subtitles.” Nevertheless,
he adds, there are 21 hours a week of
radio programs in Greek in his home
town Brisbane.

An example of the problems inher-
ent in Australia’s multi-cultural pro-
grams lies in the area of Teachers
Aides in government schools with a
high migrant population. Also known
as Ethnic Aides and recruited chiefly
from the migrants themselves, their
task has been to liaise between the
teachers and the migrant children as
well as their parents. Most teachers in
Australia- come from the Anglo-
Australian middle class, with little or
no command of migrant languages and
often a total lack of understanding of
the problems faced in a foreign en-
vironment.

The experience of Karen Papado-
poulos, who worked as an Ethnic Aide
from 1975-77 in both a primary school
and a high school in Sydney’s inner
working class suburbs, is probably
typical.

“No qualifications were necessary
and there was no job description. Most
of the fifteen or so other Ethnic Aides
I met had minimal education and were
mostly migrants themselves who felt
lucky to have a job with the hours as
their school age children. So my efforts
to organize us all met with a total lack
of interest — they didn’t want to rock
the boat.” The attitude of the teachers
to the migrants also left much to be:de-
sired. “Whenever I even said good
morning to the other Ethnic Aides, (a
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Lng Greek at Saturday school

Greek Yugoslav) in Greek, I upset
everyone else in the staff room -
“Don’t we hear enough of that in the
corridors?” My opinion is that they
loathed and detested migrants. They
also felt undermined by our presence in
the classroom. The secretarial staff
took six months to stop obstructing
anything I wanted to do because my
name was Papadopoulos — when they
found out I was Australian born, non-
Greek and only married to a Greek,
they did an about-turn overnight.”

In-service programs for teachers did
little to improve the teachers’ under-
standing of migrants. “I was one of
their resource people, paid by the gov-
ernment to talk about what happens to
Greeks when they get to Australia,
how they feel, what they have to cope
with, with their children. Other people
presented the problems of the other
nationalities — like what it means to be
a shell-shocked Lebanese child thrown
into the Australian school system. The
teachers all attended the course; they
all accepted the material... but few of
them liked the migrants any better
afterwards.”

Similar hostility existed on the part
of the Anglo-Australian parents. At
one parents’ meeting, they walked out
and held their own separate meeting —
after that the migrant parents never
came back. At another school Karen

was assigned to, parents, evenings were
more successful due to the presence of

official interpreters. She feels the
schools often used the children as inter-
preters for their parents as a lazy way
out, even though professional interpre-
ters were readily available from gov-
ernment and migrant community cen-
ters. “I tried desperately to stop this
practice in our school... it wasn’t only
that the children often lied, but they
often didn’t understand and wouldn’t
admit it, so they’d just say anything.
Worst of all, it put their parents in a
humiliating position in their children’s
eyes.”

A common complaint of all con-
cerned with the development of multi-
culturalism is the recognition that
whatever else may be done for migrant
groups, a working command of English
is a priority that cannot be overempha-
sized. The dividing line between how
much of one’s own ethnicity can be
maintained without detracting from
one’s proficiency in the common lan-
guage, or one’s ability to deal with the
practicilities of Australian life, seems
to be a difficult point to resolve.

On the other hand, minority groups
find that once established in Australia,
succeeding generations regard the cul-
ture of their parents as something of a
museum piece and see no reason to be-
come proficient in' their language. It
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becomes something to be spoken at
home with the old people. Generous
grants to cultural groups are trying to
alleviate this problem.

Nancy Caruana’s Greek Folklore
Centre has been one recipient of the
government’s aid to migrant groups to
help them perpetuate their culture and
develop it in the Australian context.
Her work is also a reflection of the
general character of the “hyphenated
Australian” — modern dance forms
combined with traditional and popular
Greek dance and music. Nancy, an
Egyptian-born Greek who came to
Australia as a young girl, received a
scholarship from the Australia Council
Community Arts Board to study the
dance scene in Greece. Every year, her
group performs for schools in the Syd-
ney Opera House. Her main aim is to
get more trained people from Greece
to come to Australia. “Financial aid is
not enough. Greek theater in Australia
is really suffering at the moment be-
cause of language. We need profession-
al support — lectures, seminars. There
are a lot of Greek-Australians that
would benefit.”

Dr. Castan, in a series of lectures on
Australian literature in Athens last
month, emphasized the role migrant
writers have played in the literary
world recently. Writers such as Vasso
Kalamaras, Dimitris Tsalmas and Anti-
gone"_Igefala (who writes in English)
have made names for themselves in
Australia, as well as P.O., an avant
garde poet with an international repu-
tation.

Help from Greece, both financial
and practical, was almost non-existent
before the 1970s. Since then a tentative
start has been made with visits by many
academics and artists. Educational
counsellors have visited in an advisory
capacity on the teaching of Greek lan-
guage and culture. The Overseas Visi-
tors Fund sponsors visitors and last
year the Australian Greek Presidential
Awards Scheme was founded in honor
of the visit to Australia by President
Karamanlis. Offering up to eight
awards each year, it enables people to
undertake a study program in Greece
relevant to their particular field — a cur-
rent study is a lawyer’s survey of the
differences in the concept of the law
held in both countries — trying to
understand the difficulties migrants

have in Australia just getting used to
the legal system.

Other aid to Greeks in Australia is
hoped to be forthcoming from the new-
ly-created Underministry for Greeks
Abroad. PASOK in its election cam-
paign emphasized the need for in-
creased support, especially of Greeks
in countries such as Germany where
they face special problems of
citizenship, education and civil rights.
Though migrants in Australia have al-
ways had the opportunity to obtain
Australian citizenship even in the “bad
old days” before multi-culturalism,
feelings of alienation from the “mother
country” and ignorance of its realities
have contributed to much of the young-
er generation’s lack of interest in
things Greek. Increased contact will do
much to keep alive the feeling among
Greek-Australians that the old country

i

is moving ahead with them.

The official policy of enriching Aus-
tralia by the encouragement of minor-
ity cultures may eventually lead to an
integrated monocultural society, incor-
porating merely aspects of minority
groups. It is too early, by all accounts
to say whether the human problems of
prejudice and resistance to change will
be overcome easily.

Dr. Castan optimistically summed up
“Multi-culturalism has certainly made
some difference to the lives of migrants
in Australia... it offers the vision of
Australia which has some of the di-
versity of a Europe without the divi-
sions that have been the curse of that
continent. At the least it is a noble
dream, at the most a blueprint for a
continent nation characterized by toler-
ance and cultural diversity such as the
world has never seen before.”
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The same tastes, even in Melbourne
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Melbourne Mum

When I lived in suburban Melbourne, I drove my chil-
dren to school each morning, took them inside and ex-
changed the usual pleasantries with the class teachers,
occasionally asking the deceptively casual question:
“And, by the way, how’s he getting on?” In short, I was
one of tens of thousands of Melbourne Mums. But I'm a
Melbourne Mum no more. The house in the Greek vil-
lage where I have lived for the past 16 months is a typical
Mediterranean structure with a high stone wall in which is
set a high wooden gate. Heaven help me if I venture
beyond that gate when farewelling my sons before their
leisurely morning walk to school. “Don’t you dare come
out in the street”, hisses my eldest son, aged nine. “Why
not?” I ask, foolishly, because we’ve enacted this scene a
hundred times before. “Because the others will see you.
They might even hear you speaking English.” Never, not
even in my salad days, have I dreamed of winning Miss
World, but neither am I a gargoyle. In fact, I blend quite
well with the local, short, dark, population — until I open
my mouth.

“For Heaven’s sake!” my children bawl, “you’ve made
that mistake fifty times today.” “Ugh!” they shudder,
“your Australian accent”, taunting me with their back-
woods Greek. I turn away, pretending that I don’t care;
but I do. I’'m now a migrant Mum, and I’m learning the
hard way that children who are otherwise loving and car-
ing human beings are quite unable to cope with having a
parent who is different.

In my fifteen years’ association with Melbourne
Greeks, I thought I had learned a little about the hazards
and sorrows of migration. I had observed in others the
tensions produced by exchanging the quietness and fresh
air of the olive groves for the noise and sweat of the fac-
tory floor. I had observed the strong desire for commun-
ity which led to the development of wholly Greek sub-
urbs. Now that I am a migrant myself, I know that the
area of real heartbreak in the migration process is that of
the child-parent relationship. Migrant mothers, in par-
ticular, suffer greatly.

Mothers take several things for granted. We assume
our status as the source of all comfort and wisdom will go
relatively unchallenged for about a dozen years. We
assume we will have a great deal in common with our
children for those same years. We assume our children
will be dependent on us, not vice versa. The act of migra-
tion challenges all these assumptions, and nowhere is the
challenge more testing and severe than in the area of lan-
guage.

The migraht mother is forced to face a reversal of the
child-parent relationship. She becomes dependent on her
child as a link between the ethnic circle and the world
outside. It is the child who now knows all about lan-
guage, communication and protocol. In this process, the
mother experiences strong feelings of diminishing status
and rejection. A teacher friend of mine in Australia told
me about a Greek student, who, in six years of high

school in Melbourne, had never once delivered parent-
teacher meeting notices to her parents. “I was so
ashamed of their accents”, the girl said, “that I couldn’t
bear the thought of them mixing with Australian parents
or meeting my teachers.”

I believe most parents eventually face the awful mo-
ment of realization that their child is a stranger to them;
this moment comes sooner to migrant mothers, who often
find themselves passed over in favor of those individuals
who are more socially acceptable. It was a devastating
moment for me when my eldest son announced he would
walk through the main street of the village with his grand-
mother, but not with me. Grandmother is now the auth-
ority on everything from dietary law to bus timetables.
The migrant mother almost inevitably finds herself in-
volved in a power struggle which she is bound to lose.

I know Greeks in Melbourne who have become almost
paranoid about their children’s behavior. I well remem-
ber my friend Soula exhorting her teenage son, Peter, to
shake hands and exchange traditional Greek greetings
with my husband, George, his godfather. “What for?”
said Peter, knowing George’s command of English.
“G’day”, he said, hands firmly in pockets. “How’re ya
going?” Soula was almost beside herself with despair.
“Look what Australia and Australian schools are doing to
my son”, she moaned. “They’re doing it deliberately.
They don’t want Greeks; they only want copies of Aus-
sies.”

Such an attitude is understandable, but mistaken. The
model is not imposed; the children choose to copy it.
Children automatically desire acceptance by the majority
and will go to almost any length to secure this. Their
speech, walk and behavior all change to fit the acceptable
mould. I now sympathize with Soula, as my sons have
developed the Greek over-reaction to everything. Drama
is essential. “Tone it down”, I say through clenched teeth
as they yell, gesticulate, smite their foreheads and thor-
oughly indulge themselves. “You’re not on stage.” Like
Soula, I am rebelling against the standard pattern of be-
havior in this particular society.

Every parent needs status in the eyes of his children,
and children themselves need to feel that that status is
secure. I thought I had lost my status, completely and
forever, until I offered to give English lessons to the local
children. The response was immediate and my somewhat
bewildered offspring were coming to me almost daily,
saying, “Guess what? Panayioti and Spiro want to know
if you can possibly fit them into the beginners’ class.”
After two weeks of this, my two elder sons begged to be
allowed to “learn English, too.” Mum, apparently not
such a useless old chook, had been able to turn her for-
eignness to some advantage. They feel I have been
accepted. But I am a lucky migrant mother; I do not like
to think about the many thousands who fail to regain that
lost status.

Gillian Bouras
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Greek escapees give rare insight to Albania

On the Other Side of the Fence

OR many observers in both East

and West, Albania is a poor, self-
isolated Balkan state ruled by a
uniquely Stalinist, ruthless but idealistic
dictator called Enver Hoxha.

But Tirana’s poor human rights re-
cord has received scant publicity in the
press, for in the past two years only
eleven people have succeeded in escap-
ing, claiming that they had to cross
border mine-fields and electric fences
to do so. Three such fugitives of Greek
descent escaped over the southern bor-
ders to Greece early this year to tell

their tale and to provide a rare insight -

into the political conditions prevailing
in that country.

Conditions for the 350,000 strong
Greek minority in Albania have always
been a source of controversy with
Greece, for Tirana considers their
attachment to the Greek motherland,
language and Orthodox religion as a
potential threat to the regime’s stabil-
ity. Vlassis Socratides, 48, a member of
the Athens-based Northern Epirus
Committee, which still regards South-
ern Albania as an intrinsic part of
Greece, estimates that 20-25,000
Greeks are serving sentences in Alban-
ian prisons. He says an additional
80,000 are in work camps or “exiled
from their villages.”

Elias Lekkas, 27, his brother Chris-
tos, 25, and their uncle Spiros Lekkas,
46, who escaped from their place of ex-
ile in Luznia, Southern Albania, re-
cently gave specific details on the re-
pression they experienced there. “Police
tortured my uncle for days on end by
forcing him to stand in freezing water
and beating him about the face and
body, just because he spoke Greek in
public”, he told a group of foreign
journalists. “I realized it was only a
matter of time before it was my turn.
So rather than die at their hands, my
brother and I planned to escape to
Greece. When my uncle was released
from prison and returned to the work
camp, we set off.”

By Lee Stokes

Though even internal travel is for-

bidden, without special police permis--

sion, the three men managed to reach
the town of Fieri, from where they
jumped onto a train for Balzi. They
reached Agii Saranta, and at night
swam the ice-cold waters of the
Bouretto river, which runs close to the
Greek border. The last stage included
getting over a booby-trapped trip wire,
crossing a minefield, and digging their
way under an electrified border fence.
The three men claimed that they car-
ried poison to kill themselves with in
case of discovery, which they showed
to Greek police when they turned up at
the Greek village of Mavropoulo.

“In Albania they told us that the
Greeks were starving and that the
Albanians were helping them out with
food aid”, said Stavros Lekkas. “But
when we arrived in this village and saw
the variety of food, the quality of hous-
ing and the number of livestock each
farmer was allowed to rear, we were
astounded. They had lied to us.”

Mr. Socratides says conditions for
the Greek minority of Albania have re-

cently become worse, even though
Greece restored diplomatic relations
with Albania in 1968. “With relations
restored, Hoxha had no fear of military
intervention from Athens, so little
attention was paid to requests for more
lenient treatment when dealing with
the Greek minority,” he says. “Greece
and Albania, however, are technically
still in a state of war, dating back to
1940, when Italy invaded Greece
through Albania. For while a bill was
tabled in Parliament in 1980 request-
ing that Albania should no longer be
regarded as an enemy state, this has
still to be ratified.”

Ten years after the restoration of
diplomatic relations with Greece,
Albania allowed a weekly international
flight from Athens to Tirana, thereby
establishing the only such “Window to
the West”. Olympic Airways still flies
weekly to Tirana, promoting trade be-
tween the two neighbors and carrying
passengers and goods from other coun-
tries as well. Trade between Greece
and Albania last year totalled over $40
million, with Athens buying asphalt, oil

. E"lias Lekkas with his wife Maria on their wedding day, in Chinese-made wedding

garments they borrowed for the photograph.
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Elias Lekkas’ father, Theodossis Lekkas, 63, who is serving a 25 year jail sentence for

|

officially requesting that he be allowed to visit Greece. He finishes his sentence in
1995, Pictured are his two sons as they were in 1959, with Elias on the left and
Christos on the right. Both sons are now in Greece, fighting for his release.

products and timber, and the Alban-
ians, raw materials, plastics and electric-
al appliances from Greece. Some of
these appliances are on open sale to
non-Party members, according to the
refugees.

“To buy a radio in Albania, you
must pay the equivalent of five months’
wages”, says Christos Lekkas, “and if
you are caught listening to broadcasts
from Greece, you get ten years hard
labor.” Describing a typical day in the
life of his village, Christos says that

there are no rest dayé in Albania, and
therefore workers work seven days a
week. “We had no time to do anything
but work, eat and sleep”, he says. “We
got up at four o’clock in the morning,
took the children to a nursery and then
showed up at the collective farms for
the roll call at 6.00 a.m. at the latest.
Our only holiday was on May Day.
Often, we would stay up until late,
trying to fulfil our daily work quota.
Our work never seemed to be done.”
While the Greeks and other Alban-

ians continue to complain of persecu-
tion and even genocide, this strategical-
ly located, but almost unknown, repub-
lic of two million appears to depend for
its survival on keeping strictly isolated
from the two super powers and outside
influences in general. For the Soviets
remember their eviction by the Alban-
ians in 1961 from their naval instal-
lations and underground submarine
pens on the island of Saseno, known as
the “Gibraltar of the Adriatic”, and
have never abandoned their desire to
bring Tirana back to the pro-Moscow
fold. In the words of Albanian special-
ist Eric Margolis, Albania is “as crucial
to Moscow’s age-old ambition to con-
trol the Mediterranean and the Middle
East as Hawaii is to U.S. domination
of the Pacific.”

However, such strategic considera-
tions have also increased the awareness
of the United States, which claims that
since 1961 Moscow has made three
attempts to subvert Tirana. The U.S.
recently proposed a finacial package
deal to Hoxha involving millions of
dollars in aid, in the hope of preventing
a fourth such attempt.
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Coins of the Realm

“...money, of itself, is worthless...

By Don Sebastian

F all the words of wisdom quoted

from the Bible, probably the ad-
age most misquoted — (For the love of)
“money is the root of all evil” — is not
quite correct, because money, of itself,
is worthless. It is valued mostly for the
material advantages and the power it
can bring. These have been paid for by
using as money almost anything one
could imagine. From amber to iron,
salt to silk, literally everything had a
value to someone.

Iron was the currency standard of
Sparta and traded in several forms —
iron spits or oboloi, a handful of them
a drachme. These terms were kept
when Pheidon, King of Argos, took
over the island of Aegina and estab-
lished a mint there in the middle of the
seventh century, the first in Greece.

But the idea was not new. For some
time Lydia had bartered lumps of elec-
tron, a gold-silver alloy found naturally
in the rivers of Asia Minor. These had
varying degrees of value until the mid-
7th century B.C., when King Cyges of
Lydia stamped egg-shaped pieces with
the design of a lion and guaranteed
that they represented a set value. The
real start of coinage as a viable form of
trade in the Greek world, however,
dates to the famous “tortoises”, the
name given to the coins minted in
Aegina, which were stamped with the
tortoise symbol.

The “fountain of silver” (so de-
scribed by Aeschylus in the Persian
Women), which produced the “Laureot
Owls” the most respected and
longest-lasting currency of all time —
came from the Lavrion mines located
near Sounion. Although the richest
vein of silver was opened in 483 BC,
and helped Athens on its way to
Empire, the ores of these mines had
been worked for many years before.
They contained traces of gold, enough
cadmium and manganese to justify re-
working in modern times, large quanti-
ties of lead (Attika was the sole source
of lead in the Greek world) and, of
course, silver.

Before the fountain could flow,

however, the ore had to be scraped
from the bowels of a hell in earth. Gal-

leries three feet high and two feet wide
were dug (over two thousand have
been found and it has been estimated
that two million tons of silver-bearing
ore were removed from them), sloping
to a depth of four hundred feet. Hori-
zontal tunnels were connected to ver-
tical shafts with additional ventilation
shafts — an immense underground net-
work of streets, crossroads, squares,
workshops and wells.

Here, chained to the walls, working
with picks, chisels and. hammers,
thousands of slaves on knees and bel-
lies pried out the ore, passing it in bas-
kets from one to the other until it
reached vertical shafts where it was
sent to the surface with a system of pul-
leys.

On top, the ore was pulverized in
enormous mortars by slaves working
heavy iron pestles, then taken to mills
and ground between revolving stones.
Screened, the ore was placed on in-
clined stone tables covered with a thin
coat of cement and washed with jets of
cistern water, the lead settling to the
bottom.

Metal particles were collected and
smelted in small furnaces using blowers
to intensify the heat. The molten metal
was then heated on cupels of bone ash
and exposed to the air which converted
the lead into an earthy substance
known as litharge, or lead monoxide,
freeing the silver and making it easy to
separate from the lead.

The entire operation was performed
by slaves owned by private contractors
to whom the state leased the mines at
very low fees plus 124th of the total
output. Nearly one hundred inscrip-
tions of these leases have been found in
the Athenian Agora.

The silver ingots were taken to
Athens — a mint has been found in the
northeastern corner of the Athenian
Agora with a number of bronze rods
and blanks — where the silver “Owls of
Athens” were struck. For reasons of
religion, prestige and politics, an
archaic representation of Athens on
the obverse side and her sacred sym-
bol, the owl, on the reverse side were,
for centuries, the only symbols Athens
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Top to bottom: Silver “owl” tetra-
drachm of Athens, c¢. 475 B.C., gold
lion-and-bull stater of Lydia, 560-546
B.C., and silver “tortoise’ stater of
Aegina, ¢, 350 B.C.; American Numis-
matic Society. Electrum stater of
Lydia, ¢. 600 B.C.; British Museum.
Silver decadrachm with head of
Arethusa, ¢. 405 B.C., and silver
triskelion drachma, ¢, 310 B.C. both
from Syracuse. Bundle of iron obols
from sanctuary of Hera at Argos, 8th
¢. B.C
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used.

Ancient coins were struck from
blanks placed between two dies. The
lower die, let into an anvil, produced
the obverse; the upper, let into a
punch, produced the reverse. When
the punch was struck with a hammer
the blank received, simultaneously, the
impression of both dies.

The most common size coins were
the tetradrachm followed by the di-
drachm and the drachma, although spe-
cial coins were minted with a ten
drachma value, such as those distri-
buted to the Athenians as a bonus from
the surplus silver of Lavrion. It was this
bonus given up by the citizenry in 484
that enabled Themistocles to build the
triremes which defeated the Persians at
Salamis.

It is extremely difficult to estimate
the value of ancient coinage in modern
terms, but we do know what it would
buy. For example, in the 5th century,
one drachma was the average daily
wage of a worker. It would also buy a
bushel of grain. The Parthenon was
built by some of the most skilled work-

ers the world has ever known — at 1 %
drachmas per day.

During the Middle Ages and under
Ottoman occupation, Greece experi-
enced a kind of monetary chaos with
many different coins in circulation —
Napoleons, Florins, Ducats, Lira, and
Rubles — all of which have been found
in the Athenian Agora. With the Tur-
kish occupation the piastre dominated,
but it was not until February of 1828
that a set value of all these coins, in
relation to the piastre, was established.

It may surprise those familiar with
the coins issued by the Junta that the
Phoenix symbol which appeared on
them was first used for the coins struck
after the Greek Independence, when
from 1828-1831, those of silver were
called the Phoenix. There were also 10
and 20 lepta pieces of bronze as well as
a lepton piece. All were struck, by
coincidence, on the island of Aegina,
the home of the first mint in Greek
antiquity.

With the arrival of King Otho in
1833, the Phoenix was replaced by a
silver drachma in various denomina-

tions, and bronze lepta coins. In 1852
two different gold coin types were
struck for members of the court; 16
twenty drachma pieces and 8 forty
drachma pieces. It is believed that only
three or four of each still exist. In 1978
one of the 20 drachma gold coins did
show up in a London auction, and then
disappeared again into a private collec-
tion. It is now worth $50,000 and the
40 drachma pieces would be worth
twice that amount.

It is interesting to note that in the
eighty years after Greece’s liberation
from the Ottomans, coins were issued
in a ratio of about six drachmas per
capita, and the bullion in them was
worth at least their face value. Three
million 30 drachma pieces were struck
in 1863 in honor of the Greek royal
House. In 1964, another four million
30 drachma coins were struck in com-
memoration of the marriage of King
Constantine II. Both these issues dis-
appeared immediately because the sil-
ver content was worth several times
their face value. Now, in common with
the modern coins of most countries,

Jenny CQolebourne’s BODY CONTROL CENTER

Jenny Colebourne, ex-co-director of the Body Control Studio, has
now opened her new studio in a beautiful house in Kolonaki. Ms.
Colebourne graduated from the London School of Contemporary
Dance where she first studied the Body Control technique. In
New York, she studied at the Martha Graham School, the Zena
Rommett Ballet Studio and at the World Yoga Center.

M. Hionos

Jenny Colebourne’s Body Control
Center is situated in a beautiful house
in Kolonaki. Ms. Colebourne
graduated from the London School of
Contemporary Dance where she first
studied the Body Control Technique,
In New York she studied at the Martha
Graham School, ballet with Cynthia
Bavat and at the World Yoga Center.

The studio offers —

The Studio offers:
Body Control Sessions
This is a special exercise technique

using specially designed equipment to
improve posture, muscle tone,

flexibility and stamina, Classes are by

appointment so there is an emphasis
on individual attention. Each person

is given a programme designed to meet

his own needs. Sessions are suitable
for men and women of all ages and

walks of life. The technique can also
be adapted to help people with back
and knee problems and is often recom-
mended by osteopaths and physio-
therapists. '

Yoga Courses

Morning and evening courses of
introductory and more advanced
levels, The emphasis will be on Hatha
Yoga and relaxation but there will be
an introduction to meditation and
philosophy.

Dimoharous 18, KOLONAKI, Tel. 723-1397
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the metal value of the Greek drachma
is very low — the twenty drachma piece
being worth only 5-6 drachmas.

Coins become valuable as collectors’
items when they are rare, minted in
small quantities (especially when un-
circulated), and if they are in demand.
Sometimes coins are minted but be-
tween the time they are struck and can
be put into circulation, events occur
which prevent it. A leader might be
overthrown, a country might get its in-
dependence — as happened with an
issue of Cypriot coins — or a devalua-
tion takes place which makes the bul-
lion value more than the face value.

Buying commemorative coins and
medals as an investment can be a risky
business, since most are minted in
enormous quantities and, not being
legal tender, they are often only as
valuable as their bullion content. Last
year the Greek government issued a
series of five coins commemorating the
1982 European Track and Field Games
from which it was hoped that a profit
of one billion drachmas would be real-
ized.

If you have a coin or medallion you
think might be valuable, any reputable
dealer will appraise it for you. His
commission will probably be 1 to 1 '/,
per cent of the value and he will give
you a certificate of authenticity.

The gold coins sold in jewelry may
be real gold, but it is a safe bet they are
not authentic. Should you wish to use a
rare coin for jewelry, never have it
pierced or have a chain ring soldered
on. Jewelers make a circlet for the
coin, which can then be attached as de-
sired.

There are many well known free ex-
changes for the sale of ancient coins —
among them London, Zurich and
Frankfurt — but within Greece, sales of
Greek coins are prohibited although
the frequency with which hordes of
ancient coins are discovered guarantees
a continual black market for them.

Although the Mexican 50 peso coin,
known as the “Centenario”, is the
heaviest of all gold coins in general cir-
culation around the world, the
Krugerrand of South Africa enjoys the
highest popularity, especially since it
has been issued in several small de-
nominations. One should know,
however, that small coins are more ex-
pensive to buy than large ones in ratio
to their weight because the mark-up
over their gold value can vary from 5-
25 per cent. A good buy would be the
recently  minted gold “Panda” from
Communist China, but alas, like the
panda, it, already very rare. o

CAMPION SCHOOL EKALI

Summer School 1983
20th June — 15th July (4 weeks)
Lessons in English, Mathematics, Science, Computers, French,
Recreational Activities: Swimming, Tennis, Trampoline, Gymnastics,

If interested contact: Mr. Richard Scarr or Mr, David Ireland, Tel. 813-3883
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NOTEBOOK

Campion School

e Campion is an international school incorporated in the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts and is registered as a Non-Profit organization under the Internal Revenue Code
of the U,S.A. It admits students of any race or nationality.

e The curriculum is British but the school also prepares students for entrance to
American Universities, About one third of our pupils go to such Universities, including
recently M.LT., Princeton and Brown. Our record at British Universities is excellent
and, this year already, pupils have won an Exhibition at Cambridge and a place at
Oxford.

~ © Counselling is available for those proceeding to both British and American Univer-
sities, ‘There is an American presence on the staff and the recent past president of a
distinguished American College has just joined the Board of Trustees, The school will
be recruiting other staff with American experience for next September,

e The G.C.E. examinations of London University and the Royal Schools of Music
tzta)l;e place in the school. Preparation for P.S.A.T., S.A.T. and A.P, exams is also avail-
able,

e The Senior School at Ekali has a spacious new Library, providing good reading
facilities and a quiet study area, There is a Computer Centre, Technical Workshop and
a Home Economics Department, Modern Greek is taught, A wide range of sports and
other activities are available,

e The School is in membership of the Governing Bodies’ Association of Great Bri-
tain, of the Headmasters’ Conference and the Junior School belongs to the Incorpor-
ated Association of Preparatory Schools,

e There are established branches of the Junior and Infants Schools in both Psychico
and Ano Glyfada, These are staffed by experienced teachers and are well-equipped,
Glyfada especially has access to excellent recreational facilities, Half-day education is
available for infants in Glyfada,

e Parents are cordially invited to visit the schools and new pupils are still welcome
to register for this year, Registration for September 1983 is now open,

" }: A comprehensive bus service operates to the Schools from most areas of Greater
thens,

CAMPION SENIOR STAFF
AF. Eggleston, OBE, MA (Oxon) — Headmaster
J.B. Butler MA (Oxon) — Deputy Headmaster
C.D. Juckes MA (Cantab.) — Director of Studies
Miss J, Melville — Headmistress, Ano Glyfada
Mis, C, Argyropoulou — Headmistress, Psychico, Juniors
Miss D, Nash — Headmistress, Psychico, Infants

Col. E.J, Marder MA, MEd — Director of Administration

Address applications for admission to: The Headmaster, Campion School, P.O.
Box 9, Psychico, Athens, Greece.

For Senior School, Ekali, and general information, please telephone 813-3883,
813-2013 or 682-2250 (after school). Junior School, Psychico, telephone 672-4004,
Infant School, Psychico, telephone 672-3248, Infant and Junior School, Ano Glyfada,
Tel 991-8673. Transportation enquiries, Tel. 813-5952,

Auleficieux

MAsoN Francaise Fonaee en 1921

POCISSENE CoNnFiserie traiteur

catering cocktails and buffets
Athenes: rue Kanari19etSolonos - tel. 361-1627 - Kifissia: shopping land - tel: 801-3867
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The Cyprus Problem:
What is and what might
have been

The Cyprus Problem has become a
profession, and the Cypriot people, in
the February elections, decided who
was going to ply that profession for the
next five years — the same man who has
plied it since 1977, Spyros Kyprianou.
It seems that the status quo will pre-
vail.

Cyprus watchers didn’t doubt that
Kyprianou would win, since he had the
support of the powerful Communist
AKEL party. Without them, he
wouldn’t have been in the running — in
last May’s parliamentary elections, his
party (DIKO) took only 19% of the
vote. Both AKEL and the Democratic
Rally (the rightist party led by Glafkos
Clerides) can claim 33% each of the
vote; the total for the DIKO — AKEL *
combination, however, amounted to
56.54%. Although an alliance between
a center-right party and the leftists may
seem strange to outsiders, so far the
Communists have not demanded any
major concessions, although they
wouldn’t be cooperating with President
Kyprianou unless they felt they could
turn the cooperation to their advan-
tage.

DIKO and AKEL will govern under
what is called the Minimum Program,
which was drawn up last April. Kyp-
rianou insists that “nothing in the Mini-
mum Program resembles Communist
ideology” and that it is based only on
criteria of “national interest and the
salvation of Cyprus.” It does allow,
however, for a common council of the
two parties to advise the president on
the implementation of the program,
even though he has the last word.

In his handling of the Cyprus prob-
lem, President Kyprianou has always
supported the continuation of inter-
communal talks. Since PASOK’s rise
to power in Greece, this has been com-
bined with “internationalization of the
problem”, putting the issue before the
world community, a task now assumed
by Greece as well as Cyprus.

In giving President Kyprianou such
an overwhelming victory, the voters
effectively ruled out any other ideas for
handling the Cyprus problem, although
both Glafkos Clerides and Dr. Vassos
Lyssarides, head of the Cypriot Social-
ist Party, would have tried new
approaches. An old friend of Papan-
dreou, Lyssarides, running under the
slogan, “Not Another Five Years
Wasted”, won 9.53% of the vote. Lys-




sarides regards the withdrawal of Tur-
kish troops on the island as the first
step toward peace, replacing them with
a multinational force satisfactory to
both sides.

Unlike President Kyprianou, Lyssar-
ides does not believe in the intercom-
munal talks as presently constituted.
He terms them “nonsense... generation
after generation will go by until finally
the division of the island will be an
accepted fait accompli.” The only right

solution, he says, is that supported also

by Athens — internationalization — us-
ing the U.N. as a platform from which
to establish better bilateral relations. In
projecting the Cyprus problem onto a
wider screen, he hopes to persuade
friends of Cyprus to put pressures for
withdrawal on Turkey. He reasons that
much of the pressure could come from
Europe, since it needs Middle East oil
and thus has a vested interest in peace
in the area. At the same time, Lyssar-
ides also thinks Cyprus should be
building up a strong defense force of its
own to thwart what he sees as Turkey’s
expansionist plans in the area.
(Although it would have to go a long
way to face the strength of the Turkish
army).

During the election campaign, Glaf-
kos Clerides was accused of wanting to
solve the Cyprus problem through ex-
clusive cooperation with the Western
bloc. But he explains, “If we want to
promote a solution to the Cyprus prob-
lem, we need to use those countries
which can exercise pressure and influ-
ence on Turkey. Those countries are
the U.S., West Germany and Great
Britain. I'm not saying we don’t need
the others, onlythat we do need these.
We ought to investigate and see if they
can help.”

Clerides is not pleased with the kind
of “investigation” practiced to date,
during the many trips abroad taken by
Kyprianou and his Foreign Minister
Rolandis. “Mr. Rolandis has been tell-
ing those governments they should do
something, but he hasn’t presented a
concrete proposal, (or ) asked what, if
anything, those governments were pre-
pared to do to help.

In an interview on the eve of the
election, Clerides assured me that if he
won the election, his “concrete propos-
al” would be worked out in no time.
However, we’re not going to know, at
least during the next five years, if
either that or the ideas of Lyssarides
could have solved the Cyprus problem.
Kyprianou’s election slogan was “With
Kyprianou for Cyprus” and the voters
decided they wanted him.

Haris Livas

Myrofora Georghiou: ““Can a mother forget her child?”’

Among the missing

There are 1,619 Greek Cypriots still
missing eight and a half years after a
right-wing coup precipitated the Tur-
kish invasion in July of 1974. 1,088 sol-
diers, 499 male civilians, 112 female.
Included are 26 children then under the
age of 16.

On Saturday, August 17, 1974, some
three weeks after the Turkish army
landed near Kyrenia in northern Cyp-
rus, Myrofora Georgiou, her husband,
and their six children were hiding in
their house in the village of
Palaekythro. Outside, Turkish-Cypriot
youths, some only 16 or 17 years old,
she recalls, were shooting in the streets
and houses. Some twenty people were
killed, and her youngest child, five-
year-old Christakis, was wounded in
the leg just above the knee by a stray
bullet. She covered the boy and carried
him to the schoolhouse, which had
been taken over by Turkish officers.
One of them called a Cypriot nurse,
who gave the boy first aid; then he, his
mother, and other wounded were sent
to a Turkish military field hospital in
the nearby village of Dikomo. In the
confusion and stress, Myrofora fainted,
and when she came to, her boy had dis-
appeared. She asked for him, but from
the lack of response she assumed her
child was dead, so she went back to the
village to rejoin the rest of her family
and mourn Christakis. Shortly after,
the remaining men in the village, in-
cluding her husband, were taken away,
the last she saw of him. Some days pas-
sed, and a Turkish Cypriot neighbor
who had been making inquiries for her

| came back with the news that Christ-

akis was alive, and that he would be
taken to the south, to what had be-

come the Greek Cypriot sector. So
Myrofora and her family went south,
but she was unable to find her youngest
son.

Myrofora has not been able to find
him since. She had a few days of hope
in January 1975, during one of the
many meetings between Glafkos Cler-
ides, from the Greek Cypriot side, and
Raouf Denktash, the Turkish Cypriot
leader. The occasion was the first
meeting of a sub-committee set up to
look into humanitarian issues raised by
the events of summer 1974. The case of
Christakis Georgiou was mentioned by
Clerides to Denktash, who said he
would look into it. Although it was re-
ported at the time that the boy had
been transferred to a hospital in An-
kara and that the mother could go to
visit him, later Turkish officials denied
that there had been any official state-
ment on the case.

The last news Myrofora has had of
her child dates from 1977, when she
was told by Turkish Cypriot sources
that he had been adopted in Ankara by
a Turkish doctor. She was also told
that her husband was alive, and had
been spotted on a work crew in the
occupied area.

Myrofora continues her search. She
came to Athens in early March, and
spoke of these past years to a press
group at the Cypriot Embassy, on the
occasion of International Women’s
Day. She is convinced she will be
reunited with her husband and child. A
journalist asked her if she would recog-
nize her boy, now 14 years old, when
she sees him again, and she answered,
“Can a mother ever forget her child?”
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'THE ANATOLIAN,
by Elia Kazan.
N.Y. Alfred Knopf. 436 pp.

Elia Kazan’s real masterpieces are the
plays and movies that he has directed,
not the books he has written. His
Broadway productions, Streetcar
Named Desire and Death of a
Salesman, for instance, were
milestones in American theater. His
movies in the 1950s such as East of
Eden and On the Waterfront burst upon
the screen with such force that they
recharged the film as a medium of
artistic expression in the United States,
giving it a totally new direction.

His novels, on the other hand, have
been received critically, but often
politely, probably out of deference to
his stature as a director. His first novel,
America America (transposed
successfully onto film) written twenty
years ago, was followed by The
Arrangement, The Assassins, The
Understudy, Acts of Love and now The
Anatolian cast as a sequel to America
America.

If The Anatolian, the story of Greek
immigrants from Asia Minor, is not a
masterpiece with all the psychological
developments that one expects from
the novel form, it is at least interesting
sociology. The author commented in a
recent interview that his books are
unique because they deal with a people
about whom next to nothing has been
written. Indeed, he does catch and
record the life of a people: their
intimate family relationships which
shift and finally crumble in the “new
world”; their angle of vision as they
size up the dazzling possibilities offered
in New York; and their own prejudices
as they hustle about, guided purely by
self-interest in a world of cut-throat
competition.

The story focuses on an ignorant,
crude but ambitious Greek immigrant,
Stavros Topouzoglou, as he claws his
way through the prejudices and
impediments he encounters in
American society between 1909 and
1919. We meet him at a point where he
has worked in New York as a salesman
for.a rug merchant for about a decade,
and has finaily succeeded in bringing
his aged mother and brothers and
sisters from Asia Minor to the
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“promised land.” He falls in love with
Althea Perry, a blond Protestant, who
symbolizes for him all that America is,
and all that he can never achieve.
Problem is Althea as a character never
comes to life but rather takes eccentric
and inexplicable turns that serve in the
stead of character development.
Stavros himself is clearly defined at the
outset, but unfortunately he never
changes although the plot provides
enough movement to allow the proper
context for psychological growth. The
most interesting person is Stavros’
employer, Fernand Sarrafian, an
Armenian wheeler-and-dealer whose
business ventures extend from the rug
trade in New York to the oil fields of
the Middle East. It is to him that
Stavros sells (almost) body and soul in
the hope that the rich Armenian will
eventually give him capital and shares
in his rug business to expand in a big
way.

Some scenes are downright comic.
Readers who saw the award-winning
film, Manhatten, will remember Woody
Allen seated at a gracious luncheon
table presided over by his WASP
hostess (his girl friend’s mother) when
all of a sudden he metamorphosed into
a Hasidic Jew, complete with black hat
and ear locks, a sort of visual
wise-crack to convey the cultural
distance between him and his
“all-American” hostess. A parallel
scene in The Anatolian has Stavros in
an identical situation, whereupon he
keeps sending his slice of rare roast
beef back to the cook crudely insisting
that it be cooked well done
(presumably turned into mouschari
psito, the initiated reader giggles to
himself), to the utter consternation of
his hostess.

Kazan does have a remarkably keen
ear for dialogue: in a sense the speech
patterns recall William Faulkner’s use
of it as a tool to expose the mental
level of the characters. Still,
Christopher Lehmann Haupt in his
review in the International Herald
Tribune pinpointed Kazan’s ultimate
problem with the dialogue: “At first,
Kazan’s complete reliance on dialogue
in certain scenes appears innocent
enough. It seems at worst merely a
manneristic and meaningless shift in
narrative tone and at best a useful
means of animation...” But in the end
when we realize that the characters will
never develop, we weary of the speech
patterns as well as the people who
enunciate them.

I do not think it is far from the mark
to say that better ethnic and immigrant
literature has been written in America.

In fact, Harry Mark Petrakis, for those
who are interested in the Greek
experience, has a sweep and a lyric
quality that surpasses anything that
Elia Kazan has written to date.

* k¥

Recent books of interest

Something Ventured: The
Autobiography of C. M. Woodhouse.
London: Granada, 1983.

The author played an important role in
World War II working with the
resistance during the Civil War and has
since written some illuminating books
on recent Greek history.

Four Greek Women: Love Poems. New
Haven Conn., Thelphini Press, 1982.
Victoria Theodorou, Angeliki
Pavlopoulou, Katerina
Angelaki-Rooke, Eleni Fourtouni
present their vivid poems translated
into English.

Lord Byron: Selected Letters and
Journals. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard
University Press, 1982, Byron’s liveliest
and most revealing letters taken from
the 12 volume edition and gathered
into this one book.

Who Was Who In The Greek World,
edited by Diana Bowder. Ithaca, N.Y.
Phaidon Press, 1982. A biography that
covers all the great people from 776
BC to 30 BC, it also includes black and
white photos, maps and bibliography.

Brenda Marder

cinema

THE MIGHTY “OSCAR”
Academy Awards

After the announcement of the
nominations for the Academy Awards,
which will be presented on April 11th
this year, I listened to someone deliver
a diatribe on the commercialization of
E.T., The Extra-Terrestrial. Steven
Spielberg’s sci-fi fantasy about a lonely
boy, who is befriended by a wierd
space creature, has been nominated for
nine awards, making it one of the
leaders, right behind Ghandi and
Tootsie.

Spielberg, who has been nominated
for Best Director, can now claim three
of the most successful movies ever;
E.T. will probably become the top
grosser of all time, following the
success of his earlier films Jaws and
Close Encounters of the Third Kind.
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Hmm it’s delicious

Wine and dine the Greek way at Myrtia-we recommend it!

Myrtia’s chef takes much pride in pre-
paring the dishes and he
dares to sample them
himself! Many gourmets say
that “proof of the pudding
is in the eating” that's why
they have made this old
Athenian Taverna their
haunt.

THE AMERICAN EXPRESS CARD
USE IT WHEREVER YOU SEE
THIS WELCOME SIGN

Try it and find out for yourselves.
Naturally the American Express Card
Reserve ahead.

is welcome with a smile.
\@/
35 Marcou Mousourou, (9 6 Q)

Open for dinner only,
Athens, Tel. 7511686 myrtla

Closed Sundays.
7012276




The Athenian organizer

The Athenian Magazine,
Daedalou 20, Plaka, Athens
Tel. 322-2802, 322-3052

EMERGENCIES

For information or emergency help responding 24 hours a
day in all languages.

Tourist police ... 171
All emergencies (police) 100
B R A e oasde caisastorraasi 199
Coast GUAT misimanivuis iy ssmosiig 108

....150
166
79-3777
..523-0111
..721-2951
..981-2740

Ambulance First Aid Athens only (Red Cross).
Athens and Piraeus (1.K.A.)....

Poison Control..........cuue.
Traffic Police Ag. Konstandinou ....
For U.S. Citizens
For U.S. Military Personnel

TRANSPORTATION

Airport Information

Civil Aviation Information,
East Airport

Olympic Airways only.. 81-1201
Olympic flights (recorded timetable).. ..144
International flights, except Olympic

979-9466 or 979-9467

Airlines

Aeroflot (USSR), Xenofondos 14 ..
Air Canada, Othonos 10.....
Air France, Kar. Servias 4..
Air India, Filellinon 3.
Air Zaire, Filellinon 14.
Alia-Royal Jordanian, F
Alitalia, Panepistimiou 9b...
Austrian, Filellinon 4.......
British Airways, Othonos 10
Balkan Bulgarian, Nikis 23
Bangladesh, Panepistimiou 15
Canadian Pacific, Kar. Servias 4
Cyprus Airways, Filellinon 10....
Czechoslovak, Panepistimiou 15 ..
Egyptair, Othonos 10 .......ccceeeeviiuenenn
ELAL, Othonos 8
Ethiopian, Filellinon 25...

323-4027
323-5500

Finnair, Nikis 16 325 5234/35
QUIEAIE, INIKIS2B . curersvonssrassrensasnssssasssasasssasosssnsponss 322-1228

....... ...322-6684
Iberia, Xeénofondos 8

Iran Air, Panepistimiou 16..
Iragi Airways, Syngrou 23 ..
Japan, Amalias 4 ..... :
JAT (Yugoslav), Voukourestiou 4..
Kenya Airways, Stadiou 5

3230331
3236429
324-7000

KLM, Voulis 22 323-0756
Kuwait Airways, Amalias 82..........ccoeviinninniienns 323-4506
LOT (Polish), Amalias 4 322-1121

Lufthansa, Kar. Servias 4
Luxair (Luxembourg), Kriezotou 6
Malev (Hungarian), Panepistimiou 15 ..
Middle East, Filellinon 10...
Olympic, Othonos 6 ...........
Pakistan International, Venizelou 15
Pan Am, Othonos 4..........
Qantas, Nikis 45, Filellinon
Sabena, Othonos 8..........
Saudi Arabian, Amalias 30....
SAS, Sina 6/Vissarionos 9 ....
South African Airways, Kar. S 1
Sudan Airways, Amalias 44 ............. i
Swissair, Othonos 4 323-5811
Syrian Arab Airlines Panepistimiou 39 ...........cuveue 324-5872
Tarom, Panepistimiou 20 ; 362-4808
Thai International, Lekka 1-5.....
Tirk Hava Yollari, Filellinon 19..
TWA, Xenofondos 8.........

A 323 1931
322-1721
323-2792
323-6821

-302-6451

Varig, Othonos 10 ....c.umamsssussisssnanasse 322-6743
Yemenia Airlines, Patission 9..........c.ccevu.. 524-5912
Taxi Stations

Agia Paraskevi...........cocoveceeines 659-2444
Agia Paraskevi-Stavros........o i 659-4345
Amaroussion 802-0818" -
Glyfada 894-4531
I Tl oyt e o e 681-2781
Kalamaki.. 981-8103
KHESTARKAT (155 iisiisisisvssirionsinssnsponessonsit 801-3814
Kifissia-subway terminali...............coeuvrirrccrissivens 801-3373
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Kifissia Sq 801-2270
Nea Erithrea........c.ocoeeenne 801-3450
Piraaus sssssimsssssrisesvens 417-8138
PSYCHIKO susssussasenseseassonsass ...671-8191
Syntagma S ......cecrervennnns 323-7942
Coach (Bus) Stations

Cotimh scaamsnsiisnmamaigisnieris .512-9233
Delphi-Amfissa-Itea............c.u.. ...831-7096
Evia (Aliverion — Kimi) — Skyros 831-7163
Evia (Halkis-Edipsos-Limni) ...... ...831-7153
Kalamata ..............c.... .513-4293
Kamena Vourla — Atalanti — Lamia........cccevivinnns 831-7158
Karditsa .831-7181
Larissa......... ...831-7109
Levadia — Antikira ...831-7173
Nafplion .513-4588
Patras iy .512-4914
Pyrgos .513-4110
BOUNION s ssusmspusmssavermsmsssassseossonssisserssasnss 821-3203
Sparta .512-4913
THEDEBS ccovscsrosyaresiinsss .831-7179
Tripoli .513-4575

Volos — Almiros — Anhialos ...
Recorded station numbers....

Automobile and Touring

The Automobile and Touring Club of Greece (ELPA) is at
the disposal of foreign motorists and motorcyclists... 779-
1615, Services include information on road conditions,
hotel reservations, free legal advice, car hire, insurance,
camping and road patrol service... 174, Emergency road
services Athens and Thessaloniki, and list of petrol stations
open after 7pm... 104.

Trains

Recorded timetable (Greece)
Recorded timetable (Europe & Russia) ...
To Northern Greece
and other countries
To Peloponnisos (English spoken)

Ships

Recorded timetable (Piraeus, Rafina, Lavrion)............... 143
Leaving Piraeus ..........oeeiererineruiiianes .451-1311
Leaving Rafina... (0293)2330
Leaving Lavrion (0292)25249
Marinas

Vouliagmeni......ccoimeresensismensusesssesniranns 896-0012
Zea... % . 451-1480
GIBER i esivoses st sosm i 894-1967

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

Embassies and Diplomatic
Representations

Countries that are omitted have no offices in Greece.

Albania, Karachristou 1 . 724-2607
Argentina, Vas. Sofias 59.. ... 722-4753
Australia, Messogion 15 360-4611
Austria, Alexandras 26...........cccoevunnenns 821-1036
Belgium, Sekeri 3....... 361-7886
Brazil, Kolonaki Sq. 14.........ccouee ...721-3039

British Embassy, Ploutarchou 1 723-6211
Bulgaria, Akadimias 12............. 360-9411
Canada, loannou Gennadiou 4.... ...723-9511
Chile, Vas. Sofias 96.. 777-5017
China, Krinon 2A, Pal. Psychico... ...672-3282
Cuba, Kehagia 48, Filothei ...681-3042
Cyprus, Herodotou 16 723-7883
Czechoslovakia, Georgiou Seferi 6,

Pal. Psychico... 671-0675
Democratic Republic o

Vas. Paviou 11........... 672-5160

Denmark, Kolonaki Sq. 15 ....cocvevinereecniinmniereinns 724-9315
Egypt, Vas. Sofias 3... 361-8613
Ethiopia, Vas. Sofias 25.... ...721-8557
European Economic Community
Vas. Sofias 2
Federal Republic of Germany,

724-3982

Karaoli & Dimitriou 3 722-4801
Finland, Eratosthenous 1 .. ...701-1775
France, Vas. Sofias 7. 361-1664
Hungary, Kalvou 16, Paleo Psychico .. ...671-4889
India, Meleagrou 4 .. 721-6227
Iran, Antinoros 29....... 724-2313
Irag, Mazarki 4, Pal. Psychico...... ...671-5012
Ireland, Vas. Konstantinou 7 .... 723-2771
Israel, Marathonodromou 1, Pal. ...671-9530
Italy, Sekeri 2 361-1722
Japan, Vas. Sofias 64 723-3732

Jordan, Filikis Etairias 14
Korea (South), Vas. Sofias 105
Kuwait, Michalakopoulou 45
Lebanon, Kifissias 26...
Libya, Irodotou 2...

.778-5158
.729-0072

Mexico, Vas. Sofias 21. .362-4974
Netherlands, Vas. Konstantinou 7 ... .723-9701
New Zealand, An. Tsoha 15-17, Ambelokipi . .641-0311
Norway, Vas. Konstantinou 7.. .724-6173
Pakistan, Loukianou 6...... ....729-0214

Palestinian Liberation Organization, Vas. Sofias 25

721-7146
Panama, Vas. Sofias 82 777-9064
Poland, Chrissanthemon 22, Pal. Psychico 671-6917

Portugal, Loukianou 19 .......ccocveuvaiieiiinens .729-0096
Rumania, Em. Benaki 7, Pal. Psychico .. .671-8020
Saudi Arabia, Marathonodromou 71,

Pal. Psychico 671-6911
South Africa, 124 Kifissias Ave ... 692-2125

.721-4885
.671-4131
.722-4504

Spain, Vas. Sofias 29........cceeeuee
Sudan, Victor Hugo 5, Pal. Psychico..
Sweden, Vas. Konstantinou 7 .....
Switzerland, lassiou 2........cceuee .723-0364
Syrian Arab Republic, Marathonodromou 79.........672-5577
Turkey, Vas. Georgiou B 8..........c.cccvimiiiessuinninns 764-3295
Uruguay, Likavittou 1G 360-2635
U.S.A,, Vas. Sofias 91 721-2951
U.S.S.R,, Irodou Attikou 7 .721-1261
Venezuela, Vas. Sofias 112 .770-8769
Yemen, (North Yemen), Patission 9 .524-6324
Yugoslavia, Vas. Sofias 108.... 777-4344
Zaire, Digeni Griva 3, Filothei..

Ministries

Agriculture, Pl. Syntagmatos, Nikis St...
Commerce, Kaningos Sq...............
Coordination & Planning, Nikis 1.
Culture & Sciences, Aristidou 14....
Education & Religion, Mitropoleos 15.
Environment, Pouliou & Amaliados 17
Finance, Kar. Servias 10.........
Foreign Affairs, Akadimias 1
Industry, Michalakopoulou 80..
Interior, Stadiou 27...
Justice, Zinonos 2.
Labour, Pireos 40..
Merchant Marine,
Vas. Sofias 152, Piraeus
Ministry to the Presidency, Zalokosta 3.
Ministry to the Prime Minister,
Zalokosta & Kriezotou
National Defense, (Holargos)..
Public Order, Tritis Septemvriou 48
Public Works, Har. Trikoupi 182
Press & Information,
Zalokosta & Kriezotou
Social Services, Aristotelous 17..
Transport & Communication,
Xenofondos 13.......ccveeimnnineiessessenenens
Northern Greece,
Doiikitirion, ThessaloniKi.......ccouiieienienns (031)260-659

U.N. Representatives

681-8925

.323-0931
.324-3015
.323-0461
.322-9643
.322-8396
.361-0581
.770-8615
.522-5903
.522-5930
523-3110

412-1211
322-7958

363-0911
.862-2411
.823-6011
361-8311

363-0911
523-2821

325-1211

Information Centre, Amalias 36... 322-9624

U.N.D.P. Amalias 36 322-8122
High Commissioner for Refugees,
Skoufa 59 363-3607
BANKS

The addresses listed are those of the central offices. Most
banks have a number of branch offices in outlying districts.
All banks are open from 8 am to 2 pm, Monday through
Friday.

National Bank of Greece,
86 Ae0loU St......ccevecrrireinens 321-0411, 321-0501, 321-0601
Commercial Bank of Greece,
11 Sophokleous St.........c..eereenrenne..321-0911-7, 321-1101-7
lonian and Popular Bank of Greece,
45 Panepistimiou St.........ccuvrenns 322-5501-9, 323-0055-8
Bank of Attica, 19 Panepistimiou St ..........ccccuvs 324-7415-9
Bank of Greece (Central Bank), 21 Panepistimiou St
323-0551

Credit Bank, 10 Pesmazoglou St ... 324-5111
Credit Bank Exchange Center,
6 Filellinon ........cocevrerimennne

(open 7.45 am-2 pm Mon. to Fri.)

323-8542

The following banks and exchange centers are open extra
hours:

National Bank of Greece,

Kar. Servias and Stadiou .. ...322-2738

Open for checks and cash B am-9 pm Mon -Fn 8 am-8

pm, Sat. & Sun.

lonian and Popular Bank of Greece,

Hilton Hotel, Vas. Sofias, Ambelokipi ...........cccouuen 722-0201
8 am-8 pm, Mon. to Fri.



Credit Bank Exchange Center, Syntagma Sq. branch
322-0141

Open 7.45 am-2 pm, 4.30 pm-8 pm 7 days a week.

Credit Bank Exchange Center, Kifissias 214......... 671-2838

8 am-7 pm, Mon-Fi.

Foreign Banks (Mon-Fri 8-2 pm):

Algemene Bank Nederland,

Paparrigopoulou 3, Klathmonos Sq ...
American Express, Panepistimiou 17....
Arab Bank Ltd.,

323-8192
323-4781

SAdIOUIT0 Gvsvisvenissimtimsmsmnansissmassssasicd 325-5401
Arab-Hellenic S.A.
Panepistimiou 43 ....325-0823

Bank of America, Panepistimiou 130 3251906
Bank of Nova Scotia,

Panepistimiou 37 324-3891
Bankers Trust, Stadiou 3 322-9835
Bangue Nationale de Paris,

5 Koumbari St. Kolonaki 364-3713

Barclays Bank, Voukourestiou 15 . ..361-9222

Chase Manhattan, Korai 3 ............ 323-7711
Citibank N.A.,
OONOS B:essxsistissimmmisrissssasumssssmiiorismpusiizsis 322-7471

..361-8619
452-3511

Kolonaki Sq
Akti Miaouli 47-49, Piraeus
Continental lllinois of Chicago,

SAAIOU R i:ciiismesmimsmmsemsnesnisiisrsosisomiviss 324-1562
Credit Banque Commercial de France,

FllallNONB.coviusmsmsiisesssoviissssiovesse 324-1831
First Nauonal Bank of Chicago,

Panepistimiou 13 360-2311

Grindlays Bank, Kar. Servias 1 .. 324-7015

Morgan Grenfell and Co. Ltd.

19-20 Kolonaki Sq.......cervuruennns 360-6456
National Westminster Bank,
Filonos 137-139, Piraeus 452-9215

Saderat (Iran), Panepistimiou 25-29.. 324-9531

INSTITUTIONS

Churches and Synagogues
Greek Orthodox Churches of special interest:
..322-6042

..646-4315
321-6357

Agia Irmi, Aeolou...
Agios Dimitrios (Ambelokipi
Chrisospiliotissa, Aeolou 60....
Mitropolis (Cathedral),

Mitropoleos
Sotiros, Kidathineon

.322-1308
322-4633

Other denominations:
Agios Grigorios (Armenian),

KHOZE 104 siisussissiasssssnnsnssavaosgsiamisnmsontimnems saeresacrats 325-2149
Beth Shalom Synagogue, Melidoni
MeNAONE B suisssvsivsssssscusenisisenpissussismassncirssisasstteaies 325-2823

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints, 15 Meandrou, llissia ... 723-71883,

724-2680

Christos Kirche (German Evangelical),
Sina 66
Crossroads International Christian
Center, Kessarias 30, Ambelokipi .........cccocuerunuens 801-7062
First Church of Christ, Scientist,
7a Vissarionos St
Roman Catholic Chapel,

+ Kokkinaki 4, Kifissia ........ccvueesennieieininraseseriennnns 801-2526
Skandinaviska Sjomanskyrkan, Akti
Themistokleous 282, Piraeus........
St. Denis (Catholic), Venizelou 24,
St. Andrew's Protestant American,
Sina 66, (English-speaking services) ....
St. Paul’s (Anglican), Filellinon 29
St. Nikodimos (Russian Orthodox),

....361-2713

.721-1520

451-6564
362-3603

651-9331
721-4906

FIlOINON2 w5 s vt i busatvssses srsvseectints 323-1090
Trinity Baptist Church Vouliagmenis 58,
Ano Hellenikon .894-8635
Cultural Organizations
British Council, Kolonaki Sq. 17 ........coovivienninen 363-3211
Goethe Institute, Omirou 12-14 ..........cccviniivncinns 360-8111
Hellenic American Union,

Massalias 22 362-9886

L'Institut Francais, Sina 29..
Branch: Massalias 18......

Instituto Italiano, Patission 47.....

Jewish Community Centre, Melidoni

Lyceum of Greek Women,
Dimokritou 14

Parnassos Hall, Karytsi Sq. 8..

Society for the Study of Modern
Greek Culture, Sina 46..

Educational Instltutlons

American Community Schools ...
Athens Center

361-1042
721-8746

....363-9872

.701-2268

659-3200,

Athen’s College (Psychico).... ....671-4621
Athens College (Kantza) ....665-9991
Campion School ..... 813-2013
College Year in Athens .. ....721-8746
Deree College (Agia Paraskevi) 659-3250
Deree College (Athens Tower).. 779-2247
Dorpfeld Gymnasium ................ 681-9173
Ekali Elementary ....813-4349

ltalian School .t amalt it R sias: 228-0338

University of LaVerne 813-6242
Lycee Francais . 362-4301
St. Catherine's British Embassy ... 801-0886
- St. Lawrence College..........ccoeeus 681-2096
Tasis/Hellenic International School .. 808-1426

801-3837
....801-2558

Tasis/Boarding School...
The Old Mill (remedial)...

Youth Hostels

YMCA (XAN), Omirou 28
YWCA (XEN), Amerikis 11....

362-6970
....362-4291

Alexandras 87 & Drosi 1 ....646-3669
Kallipoleos 20 766-4889
Kipselis 57 & Agiou Meletiou 1........ccevereeruunmninns 822-5860

CLUBS AND ASSOCIATIONS
Social/Sports Clubs

Alcoholics Anonymous....
American Club, Kastri Ho
A.C.S. Tennis Club,

129 Ag. Paraskevis, Halandri ....
AOK Tennis Club, Kifissia.........
Athens Tennis Club, Vas. Olgas 2.
Attika Tennis Club, Filothei ....
Cross-Cultural Association.
Ekalli Cliblrairiiis s
English Speaking Nurses Society of Greece
Fed. of Bridge Clubs, Evripidou 6
Fed. of Greek Excursion Clubs

Dragatsaniou 4
Golf Club, Glyfada
Greek Alpine Club, Aeolus 68..........
Greek Touring Club, Polytechniou 12
Hellenic Animal Welfare Society ...
Hippodrome, Faliron ..........
New Yorkers Society in Athens.
Riding Club of Greece, Paradissos
Riding Club of Athens, Gerakas
Sports Center, Agios Kosmas ...981-6572
The Players, Theater Group... . 692- 4853 724-7498
The Hash House Harriers, jogging club.... 723-6211,ex. 239
Multi-National Women's Liberation Group
Romanou Melodou 4
Paradissos Tennis Club, Maroussi
Politia Club, Aristotelous 16...
Yacht Club of Greece, Microlim:
YMCA (XAN), Omirou 28........
YWCA (XEN), Amerikis 11.

Business Associations
Athens Business and Professional Women's

Club, King George ll;129.,.....cc.ceiereserssersssnnsrssninense 721-8152
Athens Cosmopolitan-Lions Club

....323-4107
....894-6820

-.941-7761
.672-5485

(Mr. P. Baganis) 360-1311
European Economic Community (EEC),

Vas. Sofias 2 724-3982
Federation of Greek Industries,

Xenofondos 5 323-7325
Foreign Press Club, Akadimias 23...........cccemimuinns 363-7318
Greek Productivity Centre (EL-KE-PA),

Kapodistriou 28 360-0411
Hellenic Export Promotion Council

StadioU 24 s T taeseethossonssaces 322-6871
National Organization of Hellenic

Handicrafts, Mitropoleos 9............c.euvrmmiennnnd 322-1017
National Statistical Service,

Lykourgou 14-16 .....coconviemniienninniinins 324-7805
Propeller Club 522-0623
Rotary Club, Kriezotou 3.........ccccevuninrvininisinnnni 362-3150

Chambers of Commerce

American Hellenic, Valaoritou 17 ..

Athens, Akadimias 7 ..

British Hellenic, Valaontou 4

French, Vas. Sofias 4.....

German Hellenic, Dorileo!

The Hellenic Chamber for Developmem and
Economic Cooperation with Arab Countries

7231136
- 644-4546

180 Kifissias, Neo Psychico.............. 671-1210, 672-6882
Hellenic Chamber of Shipping,

. Kolokotroni 100, Pira@us ..........cccovuirevirensurunenns 452-2687
Hoteliers, Mitropoleos 1 5 323-3501
International, Kaningos 27 ........ceuusinessminenins 361-0879
Italian, Patroou 10... 323-4551
Japan External Trade Organization,

Koumbari 4 363-0820

Professional Chamber of Athens,

Venizelou 44 .............. 361-
Technical Chamber of Greece, Lade i
Kar. Servias 4.............. 322-2466
SERVICES
Mayor of Athens 324-2213
Allens’ Bureau 362-8301
Residence Work Permits..............cceerereenssovennns 362-2601
Postal

Post offices are usually open Monday through Friday from
7:30 am to 7:30 pm. The main offices at Aeolou 100 (Tel.
321-6023) and Syntagma Square (Tel. 323-7573) remain
open until 8:30 pm. PLEASE NOTE: Parcels to be shipped
abroad and weighing over 1 kilo (2.2 Ibs.) may be mailed
from certain post offices only. These include Koumoun-
dourou 29 (Tel. 524-9568); Stadiou 4 in the Stoa at the
Tamion Building (Tel. 322-8940); Psychico (Tel. 671-2701);
Ambelokipi (Tel. 646-3541). Parcels should be left unwrap-
ped until after inspection.

Telephone
General information
Numbers in Athens and Attica
Numbers for long-distance exchanges
International operator-...
Recorded instructions (Eng., Fr.,
for making international calls ..

Domestic operator.
Telegrams (taken in several languages)

Domestic s 155
Foreign ... 165
Complaints (| ngllsh spoken) 135

Repairs, 121-+first 2 digits of your prefix
Application for new telephone .......uireeneininiee 138
Transfer of telephone v
*Correct Time
*Weather
*News
*Theatres
*Pharmacies open 24 hours
*Pharmacies open 24 HOURS (suburbs)
(*Recorded messages in Greek)

ATHENS TIME: GMT + 3

Municipal Utilities
Electricity (24-hr. service) 324-5311
Gas (24-hr. service) .. .346-3365
Garbage collection .512-9450
Streetlights.amswisissmmsmenimsmsiossmisg 324-5603
Water (24-hr. service) 777-0866

Lost Property

14 Messogion ....

.770-5711

For items in taxis or buses .. 523-0111
Pets
Hellenic Animal Welfare Clinic

(Englieh 'spoken).usiiainsmissnsmassinisssess 643-5391
Clinic, Aghia Anarghiron 34..........cccceevvnvirereesernans 251-4716
Greek Society for the Protection

of Animals (Pets ONlY) ..uuuversssmmrsreimmnmmessionn 346-4445
Vet Clinic & Kennels,

lera Odos 77 (English spoken) .................cee......346-0360
Vet Clinic, Halkidonos 64,

AMDBEIOKIPI...riaiiressiassisesnususneioneesssssnsnserassasass 770-6489
For the export & import of pets:

Ministry of Agriculture,

Veterinary Service, Voulgari 2 ... erversns 524-4180
Tourism
EOT (National Tourist Organization) X
Central Office, Amerikis 2B e 322-3111

Information, Kar. Servias (Syntagma) ... .322-2545

Hotels

The following Athens hotels sponsor special activities and
offer restaurant and other facilities open to the public:
Apollon Palace, Kavouri ....895-1401
Astir Palace, Vouliagmeni .... .896-0211
Athenaeum Inter-Continental, Syngrou Ave. . .921-7247
Athens Hilton, Vas. Sofias.... .722-0201
Caravel, Vas. Alexandrou .... .729-0731-9
Grande Bretagne, Syntagma Square .
Holiday Irn, Michalacopoulou 50 ...
Ledra Marriott (Sales and Marketing
NJU-Meridien, Syntagma Square
Mont Parnes (Information) ..
(Parnes) ..
St. George Lycabettus, Kle
Kolonaki

.723- 1957 722-6420

....323-5301
.322-9412
.246-9111

.729-0711-19
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My friend decried the ridiculous craze
of E.T. dolls and paraphernalia, as well
as the detrimental influence of
presenting adults in an unflattering
manner (E.T. was restricted to
over-11-year-olds in Scandinavia for
this reason). She ended up by saying
“Anyway, he’s nothing but a dopey
talking space turtle!”, whereupon I
defensively shoved my E.T. key chain
deeper into my pocket and rushed off,
stung to the quick.

Little has been mentioned of the
dangerous side-effects of E. 7. on
adults who are ex-patriates, but I can
vouch for them. E. 7., which has been
a box-office smash in Greece, opened
over the Christmas holidays, a time
when even unsentimental souls begin
to feel a bit nostalgic. There is no way
to estimate the number of people who
rushed for the phone, if not their
suitcases, upon seeing E.T.’s
olive-colored bony finger point
heavenward as he mournfully croaked
“h-h-h-home.” Certainly, every
foreigner who has had a bad day, when
he or she felt like a misplanted stranger
in a strange land, could sympathize
with E.T. As far as appearance, E.T. is
every woman'’s nightmare vision of a
blind date; he is extremely short, with
a sallow, wrinkled complexion, a
gluttonous appetite, and to top it off,
he tipples a bit and gets even clumsier.
Since he isn’t human, he wasn’t
nominated for a Best Actor Award. It’s
a pity, because despite his ungainly
appearance, E.T. is quite intelligent;
even rarer than that, despite his social
shortcomings, he’s a “nice guy”.

Among the Best Actor category,
only Ben Kingsley in Gandhi (who also
happens to be extremely short, with a
sallow, wrinkled complexion) could
qualify for this epithet. Kingsley gives a
magnificent portrayal of the revered
pacifist Indian leader, aging over fifty
years in three hours, but the movie
shies away from any controversial
elements. Gandhi had some curious
discrepancies between his philosophy
and his private life; for instance,
despite his love for the common man,
he believed in the caste system, and
feeling that his son was conceived in
lust, refused to speak to him, with the
result that the son became a hopeless
alcoholic. Even so, the character of
Gandhi seems sterling next to that of
nominee Paul Newman (who has not
yet won an Oscar), starring as an
alcoholic lawyer in The Verdict, or
another nominee, Peter O’Toole, cast
as a lecherous dissolute in My Favorite
Year.

Dustin Hoffman, another Best Actor

hopeful, could have been in the
running for both the Best Actor and
Best Actress Award, for his
exceptional performance in Tootsie
(which will not be seen in Greece until
October), as both an unemployed actor
and a shy Southern belle who becomes
the star of a television soap opera. In
these times of sexual ambivalence, it
would be amusing if he were competing
in both categories with Julie Andrews
in her dual role as Victor, a
homosexual Polish entertainer, and his
off-stage persona Victoria, who falls in
love with macho Mafioso James
Garner in the year’s most delightful
comedy, Victor/Victoria. Versatile Jack
Lemmon, a two-time Oscar winner
who was nominated in 1959 for an
early male-female role in the hilarious
Some Like It Hot, is nominated this
year for his role in Costa-Gavras’
Missing. He is cast as the prejudiced,
cantankerous father of a missing
journalist in Chile (a role which won
him the Best Actor Award at the 1982
Cannes Festival), who is converted to a
real “mensch” by his earthy
daughter-in-law, played by Sissy
Spacek. Robert Preston, picked for
Best Supporting Actor category, his
first Oscar nomination after making
almost forty movies, was lovably
‘campy’ in his role as Victor/Victoria’s
gay manager.

Spacek, an outstanding actress who
won an Academy Award for Coal
Miner's Daughter, is nominated this
year for her role in Missing. She is in
fine company with the other nominees;
Julie Andrews (Victor/Victoria), Jessica
Lange (Frances), Meryl Streep
(Sophie’s Choice) and Debra Winger

the question,

BE : ae

Are you Victor or Victoria? Julie Andrews and Robert Preston ponder

(An Officer and A Gentleman).
Winger was a surprise nomination in
this uneven production, which had
some excellent performances,
especially that of Louis Gosset Jr. as
the tough training sergeant. Winger
was previously noted for an erotic,
choreographed ride on a mechanical
bull in the otherwise undistinguished
Urban Cowboy. She gave a charmingly
believable performance in Gentleman
as the factory worker who kept her
scruples but still got her man (Richard
Geer). Jessica Lange accomplished the
amazing by being nominated for Best
Actress for her role as Frances Farmer
(Frances) as well as Best Supporting
Actress for her part as Dustin
Hoffman’s love interest in Toofsie.

Athens’ audiences may never see the
talky, intellectual (some even say
boring) My Dinner With Andre, which
has been the rage in the States and
Europe. Instead, we will be treated to
Diner, nominated for best screenplay,
which is an unsophisticated *50s style
comedy about a group of buddies who
rehash their love conquests and failures
at late-night bull sessions. West
Germany’s The Boat, a suspenseful
adventure about a crew on a damaged
submarine during World War II, had a
disappointing reception in Athens, but
was acclaimed elsewhere and picked up
six nominations, including one for
Wolfgang Peterson (Best Director),
making it the most honored foreign
language film nominee ever.

Vangelis (Chariots of Fire), the
Greek composer, is absent from the list
of candidates for Best Musical Score,
although he received two nominations
(Missing, Blade Runner) in the British
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Academy Awards. E.T., nominated for
Best Sound and Best Musical Score,
has a particularly ingenious sound
track, with every sigh, shriek and purr
of E.T. clearly recorded. Another of
wizard Spielberg’s films, Poltergeist, a
potential winner for Best Musical Score
or Best Visual Effects, should have
opened in Athens in late March. While
E.T. was designed to charm the pants
off of you, Poltergeist will most likely
scare you out of your wits. In E. T,
television was portrayed as powerful,
yet informative and educational.
Spielberg calls Poltergeist, the
terrifying tale of malevolent spirits who
are released from a television set to
infest a sedate California home, his
“revenge on TV.” At the same time,
Spielberg is also taking his revenge on
habitual television viewers, who will
probably be too frightened to turn on
their sets after seeing this film. Their
only recourse will be to spend their
evenings at the cinema or sit quietly at
home, playing with their E.T. dolls.

B. Samantha Stenzel

art

PICASSO AND THE
MEDITERRANEAN
Pinakothiki

The exhibition entitled Picasso and the
Mediterranean opened at the
Pinakothiki on March 14 under the
auspices of the French and Greek
Ministries of Culture, and the Musee
Picasso in Paris. Scores of drawings
depicting fauns, nymphs, goats, satyrs,
centaurs, centauresses, bacchantes,
minotaurs, and mythological heroes
and heroines brilliantly display the
artist’s superb draughtsmanship and his
preoccupation with antiquity. Among
the ten post-World War I classical
paintings is the exquisite Famille au
bord de la mer. There is also a
scattering of large oils of later periods,
mostly devoted to Mediterranean
themes. The ceramics, though few, are
charming and show distinct Grecian
influences.

The focus of the exhibition,
however, falls on several series of
drawings: the so-called Antipolis series
(1946), comprised of centaurs, women
and birds executed in economical,
angular, joyous lines; the Sculptor’s
Studio (1933) with a rounder, more

classically inspired pen; the illustration

ot Ovid’s Metamorphoses; and, most
importantly, the Vollard Series of the
Minotaur (1933-4) together with the
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Picasso: scene from Minotauromachy; minotaur and dead mare in front of a cave

(1936)

more elaborate, slightly later,
Minotauromachies. These are among
the finest examples in modern art,

and both reflected and created a new
vision of a revitalized antiquity. They
also developed the personae that would
later be blown up into epic proportions
in works such as the Guernica. There is
a very complete catalogue and several
posters are on sale. The exhibition will
continue until late May.

Sloane Elliott

records

“MY SONGS”
George Dalaras
MINOS MSM 461/462

George Dalaras has every right to be
proud of his double album, My Songs
(Ta Tragoudia Mou), that appeared in
the record shops recently. It is a rare
example of communication between a
singer and his audience. Recorded live
at the Orpheus Theater, these two
records compile some of the best songs
of the last two decades, performed
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during the last two days of a lengthy
concert series given by Dalaras and his
orchestra during the Christmas season.
Dalaras is the absolute as master of
songs as well as audience, helped along
by the young but promising singer
Caterina Stanisi and his eleven-
member orchestra conducted by Tassos
Karakatsanis.

Whether he sings or chats with the
SRO audience, Dalaras shows himself
to be a more mature entertainer than -
ever before.

“LET’S GO LIKE WE DID IN THE
PAST”

Margarita Zorbala
LYRA 3354

Margarita Zorbala has worked for a
number of years with Mikis
Theodorakis, who was responsible for
persuading her to leave her native
Russia for Greece eight years ago.

This past December, Zorbala
presented a record of her own, Let’s
Go Like We Did In The Past (Pame
san allote), in which she presents
eleven songs — a collection of old, but
charming songs which were hits from
the "30s to the ’50s. She is too young to
have heard them then, but Zorbala was
attracted to them through her work
two years ago on a musical
incorporating them.

Quite apart from her outstanding
voice, the orchestration by Manolis
Mikelis, one of the finest jazz pianists
in‘the world, is exceptional. The
musicians are conducted by Loukianos
Kilaidonis, who is also a great fan of
songs of that period, and even sings
along with Zorbala in one number.

John Rizopoulos




Alex Karatzas

Marshmallow Steamshovel

Profile of a singer

By Helen Robinson

HILE the rest of us at the age of
Wtwelve were reading books about
horses or doing our ballet or music or
tennis, Julie Masino was starting her
own singing group called Marshmallow
Steamshovel and appearing at clubs
and dances all around Florida. You’d
have to say the girl had a natural flair
for Show Biz.

Now, sixteen years later, she’s star-
ring in her second season at the
Neraida in Kalamaki. The club is con-
sidered the top night spot in Athens
and presents a big show of singing and
dancing seven nights a week to packed
houses. Audiences go to hear their
favorite bouzouki singer — Philippos
Nikolaou — and shower him with flow-
ers. Now Julie Masino is getting her
own share of applause and flowers, for
her disco/big ballad/rock numbers.

New York-born Julie has traveled a
long way in her years in show biz. At
fifteen, while the rest of us were having
a tough time getting parental permis-
sion to go to the occasional pop con-
cert, Julie was off on her own with
another group in California making a
record. She did have a chaperone, who

On stage

turned out to be a heroin addict — life
on the road was not all a fifteen-year-
old dreams about.

“My mother felt I was not ready to
go out on my own; my father thought
that I'd been doing it for a couple of
years and I was like an old timer who
could handle it. I just felt I was Miss
Bigshot at the time, and it turned out
that I fell on my face eight months later
when the group broke up.”

At twenty three, while the rest of us
were beginning to feel our way in the
world, Julie Masino was stricken with a
crisis in mid-career. Her vocal chords
haemorrhaged while she was singing in
a club in Bloomfield, New Jersey. She
couldn’t talk, let alone sing, for six
months. “T couldn’t even get a regular
job,” she says. “The frustration was
unbelievable, so I gained 35 pounds.”

“I tried to make a family life; I tried
escaping to prove that singing wasn’t
the most important part of my life. I
needed stability and I needed a family
in my life, so I could balance myself
against the business I’'m in. But it just
didn’t work. The singing was too im-
portant.”

Finally, after eighteen months of in-
tensive vocal therapy, Julie went back
to work, this time in a Greek night

club. The story sounds like something

out of a Broadway musical, but it’s
true. She was at Morphetto’s in New
Jersey with her husband and several
friends, and was spotted from the
stage. She was invited up to take a bow
and the manager asked her if she’d do
a number. It was the first time she had
performed in public since her vocal
chords gave out and she was terrified.
But in true show-biz style, she was
hired on the spot and sang in the club
for six months.

She moved from there through a
series of Greek night clubs until she
ended up at Sirocco’s on Park Avenue
in New York. Visiting from Athens,
Philippos Nikolaou read about her and
went to see her. He was so impressed,
he asked her to come to Greece to
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Julie Masino taking a well-earned
break

work at the Neraida.

She arrived last May and has now
completed two seasons at the club. On
stage she’s a gutsy performer, in a slit
dress that makes the most of her good
figure. She belts out big songs like
Gloria, Don’t Cry For Me, Argentina
and You're Gonna Love Me with all
the emotion of a seasoned trouper,
which is exactly what she is — she gives
a lot on stage. Later in the show, she
does an interesting duet with Philippos
Nikolaou where he sings a Greek song
and she sings English songs in counter-
point.

Off stage she’s a tough lady who’s
had her share of hard times, but she’s
likeable and candid, whether talking
about her work or herself.

“In a man I look for honesty. I'm
very monogamous. I need the affection
of one man. I need to share with him
whatever happened during the day; I
want to go to the beach with him; or
maybe we just talk together or laugh or
whatever. I want him to be honest with
me and to be ‘my friend. That is the
most important thing.”

Julie has learned how to bend; she’s
a survivor in a very rough business. At
twenty-eight, while the rest of us were
maybe thinking about trying to get
down the outline of our first novel or
contemplating a quick trip abroad,
Julie Masino is a veteran of life.
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art

Picasso and the Mediter-
ranean, an exhibit of 106
works from the period
1906-1972, continues
throughout the month at
the Pinakothiki, concur-
rent with the work of
Greek political cartoonist
Fokion Dimitriades. Born
in Constantinople in 1894,
Dimitriades published his
first sketches while still a
student, later becoming a
journalist for 72 Nea and
To Vima. A member ex-
hibitor of the Panhellenic
Exhibition of Art, he held
two separate shows, and
authored four  books,
among them Shadow Over
Athens, first printed in the
United States (1945) and
later in Athens (1970).

AFI Crafts Guild, a new
art gallery opened in Plaka
(Tripodon 25), offers a
center for permanent
member exhibition, work-
shops, classes, slide shows
and lectures on craft-
related subjects as well as a
crafts  library,  where
books, magazines and cata-
logs will be available to
anyone interested in con-
temporary crafts, in or
out of Greece, The group
of eight Greek and four
foreign artists display their
artistry in soft sculpture,
tapestry weaving, fiber-
works, puppets, textiles,
jewelry,  pottery and
woodwork, Should you
wish to become a mem-
ber at a 500 drachma a
month fee, the money will
be deposited in your ac-
count towards purchase of
any craft object at either
of the two exhibitions giv-
en each year, For further
information, Tel, 324-
7146 or 323-3380.

The Evropalia Exhibition,
well received in Belgium,
comes to the Athenaeum
Inter-Continental  under
the title, Emerging Images,
presenting the work of
nine artists, including Ali-
thinos, Diohandi, Lazon-
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gas, Totsika, Zouboulis,
Grekou and others, Sculp-
ture, paintings and envir-
onment will be displayed
throughout the entire
hotel, the exhibit opening
on 13 April, with the ar-
tists present. The show
will continue until after
Easter,

exhibits

“Making art and making
politics are pretty much
the same thing: the object
is to move people from
where they are to some-
place else”, says Eugene
Tulchin, American photo-
grapher whose work will
be exhibited at the Engon-
opoulos Gallery from
April 27 to May 14, Tul-
chin uses photography to
show abstract images of
reality in a manner people
are not used to seeing and
so move them to expand
their vision and sharpen
their responsiveness to-
ward what they might
otherwise consider mun-
dane,

The dominant theme of
his non-objective art is
photo-realism, While jour-
nalistic and street photo-
graphy derive meaning
from the literal image
of the event depicted, Tul-
chin eliminates pictorial
or event content. The
photographs become pure-
ly aesthetic. Some works
include bits of recogniz-
able letters and numbers
floating out of context,
others pure abstractions
but related to the rest by
similar formal structures,
so the viewer recognizes
this is still a photograph,
and, reality,

Tulchin uses ordinary
negative and ordinary
photographic paper, but
he converts the silver in
the emulsion back to me-
tallic silver, polishing vari-
ous parts to force the
viewer to look upon the

surface rather than
through it. ‘“You must
come blankly to my

images; you cannot super-
impose or drape precon-
ceived ideas on them,”

25 April marks the open-
ing of an exhibit of rare

Rosa Von Praunheim (film)

books, magazines, original
manuscripts, documents
and photo-documentation
of exiled German writers,

Alfred Bleen, Bertolt
Brecht, @ Hans  Bloch,
Thomas Mann, Joseph

Roth, Stefan Zweig and
others, This display, pre-
sented by the Goethe
Institute, commemorates
the 50th anniversary of
the aquto-da-fe, or burning
of books on 10 May 1933
by the Hitler regime, The
opening lecture will be
given by Professor Bertold,
with Karola Bloch, widow
of the philosopher Hans
Bloch, reading from her
latest book, The exhibit
continues  through 29
April,

dance

The Street, a new work
choreographed by Julie
Blackman for three dan-
cers, five musicians, and
voice will enjoy its pre-
miere performance on Fri-
day April 8 on the first of

a two-day dance program,
Dance in Action, given at
the Moraitis School in Pal-

eo Psychico. Organized
by the Dance Workshop
in cooperation with the
State Dance School, the
Center of Classical Ballet
and other dance groups,
the event will also include
a demonstration and com-
parison of modern ‘dance,
(Julie Blackman), jazz
(Yvon Rimbar) and ballet
(Angela Lyra), followed
by a panel discussion, Fri-
day’s program is open to
the public, Saturday will
be devoted to morning
workshops, films, dance
performances and a Hap-
pening, for dance members
only,

The Dance Workshop is
a non-profit dance organ-
ization which, since its
inauguration in  April
1981, has concerned itself

. with introducing beginners

to dance in its many
forms, Dance in Action is
a further step in the Dance
Workshop’s Dance Educa-




tion in Schools program.
For further details, call
the Moraitis School, Tel.
671-3641, or the Work-
shop, Tel. 364-5417.

film

Underground  filmmaker
Rosa Von Praunheim,
noted for his involvement
in and support of the
homosexual movement in
America and Germany,
will be present in Athens
at the Goethe Institute
from 11-14 April, He will
hold discussions on this
theme and present screen-
ings of his films, Our
Corpses Are Still Living,
Army of Lovers, City of
the Lost Souls, and othets.
For further information,
Tel. 360-8111.

The  Destroying Ray,
Flaming Torture, Battling
the Sea Beast, and The Un-
seen Peril; could these be
episodes from a modern
thriller about misshapen
tourists who have over-
indulged in sunbathing and
wandered into an Aegean
Sea full of jellyfish and sea
urchins?  Actually, they
are the titles of some of
the television episodes of
Flash Gordon, starring the
hero of the 25th century,
who was originally a char-
acter in the cartoon strip

drawn by Alex Raymond
which began in 1934,
Three feature films in the
’30s, a soft-porn spoof
in 1974 (Flesh Gordon)
and a modernized Flash
Gordon (1980) depicting
Flash as a brawny football
player, have all been vari-
ations based on the origi-
nal cartoon, However, the
television series directed
by Frederick Stephani of
Universal Studios in 1936,
starring Larry (Buster)
Crabbe as Flash and Jean
Rogers as his girlfriend,
Dale Arden, are closest to

the hearts of nostalgia
buffs,
Thirteen episodes of

the original fast-moving
space-adventure series are
scheduled to begin on
April 3 at 3 pm on ERT 2.
Great success has been
enjoyed by the Tarzan
series on ERT 2 featuring
Johnny Weismuller as the
King of the Jungle, who
will be emitting his last
lusty yodelling “Call of
the Jungle”, in early April.
The first episode of Flash,
in which he is sent into an
arena filled with half-
crazed gladiators and
plunged into a bottomless
pit, features Crabbe and
Rogers, as well as other
familiar favorites; Frank
Shannon as the earnest
Doctor Zarkor, Priscilla
Lawson as the smitten

Sister George (theater)

Princess Avra and last but
not least, Charles Middle-
ton as the personification
of evil, the demon-like
Ming, Emperor of Mango,

Flash Gordon (film)

Plunk your magic twanger,
Froggie!

Sam Stenzel

theater

The Players’ next pro-
duction, All My Sons,
by Arthur Miller, will
be presented at the Hel-
lenic * American Union
from 12-16 April, Mil-
ler’s concern in this, his
first successful play, is
with ethics in the con-
text of common reality.
Thematically, the play
raises the old Ibsen battle
cry against self-indulgence,
the conviction that the
evasion of individual hum-
an responsibility is unfor-
givable despite the pres-
ence of extenuating cir-
cumstances such as a sense
of economic insecurity
and strong devotion to
family,

The real villain of Al
My Sons is the notion of
practicality in the behav-
ior of Joe Keller and his
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Dance in Action (dance)

well-intentioned wife, the
conflict being between all-
encompassing humanity,
as expressed in the title,
and the selfish practicality
denounced by Keller’s sol-
dier son. The play won
the New York Critics’
Circle Award and the Don-
aldson Award,

Miller was recently in
China to direct Death of
A Salesman, following the
successful production of
The Crucible in Shanghai
and All My Sons in Beijing
— the first American play
ever presented in China,
Lou Cajoleas, currently
Chairman of the Players,
directs as well as stars in
this production. Perfor-
mances at 8 pm, Tel, 942-
5094, for details.

How sophisticated is the
Athenian audience? Di-
rector Tony Woolf tests
your mettle in this, his la-
test - production, The Kil-
ling of Sister George.
How? Ha! Go see it.
Performances twice week-
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ly, Wednesday and Friday,
5 pm and 7:30 pm, at the
British Council,

What do you do with

the loot when the cops are .

at the door? Stick it in
your mother’s coffin, of
course, Joe Orton’s black
comedy, Loot is the next
production by the English
Theatre Company, slated
to begin end April How
nice it is, not to have to
fly to London!

music

Pianist Jocelyn Abbott
gives a performance (spon-
sored by the Canadian Ar-
chaeological Institute),
at the Athens Conser-
vatory on Tuesday, April
12, 7 pm.

Toronto-born and
educated in Victoria, Bri-
tish Columbia, Jocelyn
studied with Robin Wood
at the Victoria Conserva-
tory of Music and the Uni-
versity of Victoria, Upon
receipt of a first class

honors Bachelor of Music
degree, she continued
post-graduate work at the
London Royal Academy
of Music with the late
Gordon Green OBE. Since
then she has performed
regularly in Canada and
Great Britain as both so-
loist and ensemble musi-
cian, She made her Euro-
pean debut in 1982, tour-
ing Portugal and Spain
where she will return in
the summer of ’83 to per-
form at the Santes Creus
Festival,

In addition to her solo

work, which most recently

involved appearances on
BBC television, she is one
half of the Abbott-Mapp
piano duo, based in Lon-
don, giving performances
of repertoire spanning all
periods of music history,
highlighting new contem-
porary works most notice-
ably in two British pre-
mieres of new Canadian
works, The program will
include works by Mozart,
Beethoven, Francois Mo-
rel, Schumann and De-
bussy; admission free at

the Athens Conmservatory,
Vas, Giorgiou, corner of
Rigallis,

Georgette Baker, singer,

actress and guitarist will be
performing at the Ameri-
can Club and the April
AWOG luncheon as well
as restaurants throughout
Athens,

Georgette is an on
camera field reporter for
the American internation-
ally syndicated television
series, You Asked For It,
starring Rich Little. Most
of her episodes were
filmed in South America
where she handled large
snakes, alligators and other
jungle animals and reptiles,
Hostess of a New York
cable program, she also ap-
peared on the Joe Frank-
lin show in New York as
well as on Brazilian and
Venezuelan television,

Her songs consist most-
ly of ballads, South Amer-
ican folklore and country
and western, She will
soon be appearing at the
Sevilla restaurant, For
further information, Tel,
291-1147,

Georgette Baker (music)




CLOSE TO HOME

Mixed Troubles

Elizabeth Herring Kouerinis

Pamela arrived on my doorstep at 6:30
a.m. with the baby on her hip and a
broken heel. She’s the type of gently-
reared young Briton who was taught
never to raise her voice, let alone “air
her dirty linen in public”, so I didn’t
take her words lightly.

“It’s all over. Petros threw a glass at
me last night. He said I could leave,
but I'd never get the baby out with me.
He’ll find a way to stop me if I wait.”

While I was making coffee, she
asked if I could lend her airfare home.
I couldn’t, but knew someone who
could, and we got her and the child on
the next flight to London.

She was convinced Petros would sud-
denly materialize and a terrible tug-of-
war over their two-year-old would en-
sue. As she was on stand-by, we had a
tense half hour wait — time to discuss
fathers’ rights, failed marriage counsel-
ing, dashed unrealistic dreams.

And when the air-bus finally lifted
off, I stood on the observation deck —
as I've stood there on three identical
occasions this year — waving a friend
out of my life and drawing conclusions
about the difficulties one faces marry-
ing someone other than the boy or girl
next door.

Generalizing about Greek/Foreign
marriages is about as ill-advised as us-
ing a tennis racket to strain spaghetti.
But since I've already stuck my neck
out at least once in this space (“Mixed
Doubles”, Athenian, Feb. ’82) it seems
I’ve set my own dangerous precedent.
And, after events witnessed and ex-
perienced this past year, one of some
twenty years I've been in and out of
Greece, I feel fairly secure in making
the following statement.

If you come here as a female tourist,
claim no Mediterranean forebears, do
not adhere to your grandmother’s esti-
mate of what a wife ought to be, do,
etc., and fall head over heels in love
with a native Greek who’s not spent
appreciable time outside Greece, 1)
Resist staying on after the first rains of
autumn, 2) Resist applying for a mar-
riage license, 3) Resist cashing your last
travelers’ checks, and 4) Use the other
half of your return ticket. Because,
chances are, dear girl, it won’t work
out, and, after three or four painful
years, you’ll be on some friend’s door-
step with a broken heel, a baby and no

cash at six in the morning.

When I last took up this emotionally
loaded subject, I expressed quite a bit
of optimism about Mixed Doubles.
And 1 still maintain that if you come to
Greece to accomplish some specific
goal, are emotionally and financially
independent, and committed to the
country in some definable way, then
your subsequent relationship with a
Greek partner has hope of success.

Or, alternately, if you meet a Greek
abroad, marry, live abroad and then
return to Greece with some jointly-
held plan, dream or scheme in mind,
then, too, your relationship has a fight-
ing chance.

Py M

But a “tourist girl” generally comes
to Athens, Mykonos or Delphi with a
whole set of expectations and illusions
that will support marriage to a foreign
national about as well as the sand sup-
ported that proverbial house in the
Bible.

Summer ends, the dancing at the
taverna ends, your new husband’s back
at work, the two of you are living
“temporarily” (whatever that means)
with the in-laws, the baby’s showing,
you have no winter coat, and you’re
miserable. I’ve heard it all before.

And it’s the unspoken marriage con-
tract between the tourist and her
Greek boyfriend that’s at fault. If only
one could have read that document
aloud before one got down to City
Hall, one would have thought twice,

" gone home and grown up before one

wore the stefana here.
For the tourist girl, unconsciously,

has demanded that dearly beloved 1)
arrange for the Greek summer to last
twelve months of the year (none of this
hauling petrelio up slick Athenian hills
for her!) 2) too, he will, of course, ban-
ish his meddling and so obviously anti-
quated parents from their lives inde-
finitely, 3) continue to pay her the slav-
ish attention he has on vacation while
4) subsisting on the olives, feta and res-
taurant mezedes they’ve been eating till
now, and, of course, 5) alter those few
aggravating 19th century habits of his
that she is sure she can put up with un-
til he sees the error of his ways. He
really couldn’t have meant it, for exam-
ple, when he told her to “shut up” in
front of their friends at the disco (and
that tooth-picking in public will de-
finitely have to go, too).

The Greek, on the other hand, con-
tracts, likewise silently, for a wife who
will 1) remain the sexy, fair status sym-
bol all his companions envy, yet simul-
taneously 2) learn to cook, clean, laun-
der and iron like his mother in Ambe-
lokipi. 3) too, of course, she’ll go to
work in the fall and bring in additional
income and 4) start giving up all her
disturbingly foreign ways. Her hems
must come down a lot, for instance,
and she must learn not to smile so at
strangers or interrupt him in public,
Heaven forbid, etc. And, of course,
they’ll live with Mom and Dad for a
year or so till, with some help from her
folks, they buy an apartment. By then,
she should have produced a son, who’ll
be named Gerasimos, after Dad. But
5) Mom will do most of the child-
rearing, because we can’t have Gerasi-
mos Jr. becoming a vegetarian, a leftist
or a Protestant like his foreign mother.

A bit extreme, you say? I think not.
I'm simply reading, verbatim, from
Pamela’s and Petros’ invisible wedding

- contract as it has leaked out to me, be-

tween the spoken lines, over the past
two years.

In my estimation, there was never a
chance of success for these two. No
amount of “working on the rela-
tionship” could narrow the gap be-
tween their illusions and the reality of a
marriage between two people with such
wildly divergent world views. ;

Instead of seeing the wives of three
years off at the airport, I wish I might
be there when they arrive, coming
through customs with their mismatched
luggage, their untanned skins and all
those rosy misconceptions so danger-
ously intact. I’d say, simply, “Love
them and, if you love them, leave
them.” (And boy, am I going to get a
lot of mail on this one!) o
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THE SPORTING LIFE

A Forgotten Olympic Champion

Louis Economopoulos

Remember the joy Greeks had two-
and-a-half years ago when a Greek
athlete won a gold medal in the Olym-
pic Games in Moscow? But how many
can now remember the athlete’s name?
And what has become of this fine
champion?

His name is Stelios Migiakis. He won
the gold medal in the 62 kilo weight
class of the Greco-Roman style wres-
tling competition, only the second gold
medal ever won by a Greek athlete.
The other was earned by former King
Constantine in 1960 in yachting — he
has been forgotten for political
reasons.

A personal tragedy has wiped
Migiakis from the attention he de-
serves. Everything was going well after
he returned from the Soviet Union
with his gold medal. He was paraded
through the streets as a hero. He got a
raise in his job as a bank teller. And
then the government presented him
with land in Alimos to build his own
gas station.

However, things started to go sour.
The government wanted the land back.
And last year, when Migiakis was
about to marry his long-time
sweetheart, she developed cancer and
died suddenly. He was left alone, with
only his medal for comfort.

“I lost the person I loved more than
anything else in my life.” Migiakis re-
calls. “And as time goes on, instead of
forgetting her, I remember her more.
The medal? I owe it to her. I look at it
often. It took me out of some problems
I had. It did not make me rich, but it
did help me have a better life. The
medal is the end. Where do I go from
here?”

As for the gas station, a rough court
battle got it back.

“That gas station was in danger of
destroying me completely,” says
Migiakis. “I am ashamed that I had to
go to court to get it back. But at least it
shows that there is certainly Greek jus-
tice. I was happy that we can continue
work on it, as I put a lot of money into
it.”

In 15 months the Olympic Games in

Los Angeles begin. Will Migiakis be

representing Greece once again?
“It is too early to tell if T will take
part. I would like to, but not as a
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simple participant. I want to go as an
Olympic champion. To show I de-
servedly won the gold medal. There is
plenty of time ahead of me to prepare
and I have trained hard the last year. It
is true I am approaching 31, but I don’t
feel tired. Perhaps I can still offer
something,” he said.

An injury in a recent international
tournament in Sweden has proved a
set- back, but Migiakis is confident that
he will recover. There is still the prob-
lem of finding practice space, but that’s
nothing new for sports in Greece.

“Let’s not kid ourselves. For wres-
tling nothing has changed. And nothing
will change. As if we are asking for
much. A hall where we can fit three
mats to hold matches, to shout freely
and not to be cold. Only one hall...”,
Migiakis concludes.

Even an Olympic champion has little
influence.

5%

Everyone in Greece knows about the
success of world-record javelin thrower
Sofia Sakorafa. And Sofia is the first to
admit that she owes her record tosses
so far to the training of Dimitris Kos-
tavelis, who also happens to be her fu-
ture husband.

However, there is a movement with-

all.”

in the coaches’ association here to
separate this winning combo, because
Kostavelis is not a member of this
organization and is thus “not qualified
to coach.” But as Greek Track and
Field Federation (SEGAS) President
Elias Misailidis said, Kostavelis may
not have a trainer’s diploma “but he
has produced fantastic results.”

“This battle does not have me as a
target but Sofia, unfortunately,” said
Kostavelis. “That’s why the trainers are
not occupied with other coaches except
me. The battle is not new. For years
they have created problems for us and
don’t let us do our job correctly. They
say I don’t have the proper credentials.
What are the proper credentials? The
coaches are judged by results of their
athletes. If they don’t know of my re-
sults, then the public can judge me.”

What does pretty Sofia have to say
about this controversy?

“Those who fight me and my trainer
do not help the sport at all,” she said.
“They could have helped him if they
wanted to. If they could show us a
good champion or at least a good
athlete that they produced, they would
stop shouting about a trainer who
helped create a world record.”

Sofia continued: “I believe that his
problem was not caused by the major-
ity of trainers but by a small number
who have something to gain. They
should leave us alone. We have not
bothered anyone. So why then do they
bother us? It seems the chaos in Greek
athletics is not only the fault of the
State, as we said up until now, but also
those who don’t pay attention to their

Sofia Sakorafa: ‘“Those who fight me and my trainer do not help the sport at
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own job and are involved with other
people’s business. It is time to think
seriously and for all of us to present
whatever we can each do to help ath-
letics.”

Bravo Sofia, tell it like it is.

***

Sailing and rowing fans take note:
the government wants to improve the
image of these sports.

“Rowing and sailing have great
potential in our country. That is why
we are forming a program for them. Of
course, we are not waiting for immedi-
ate miracles, but it is a certain and im-
portant first step we are taking,” said
Kimon Koulouris, General Secretary of
Sports.

The first move was to set up a three-
member technical committee, consist-
ing of trainers, to look into sailing and
its problems. The committee will estab-
lish the National Teams that will par-
ticipate in such competitions as the
Balkan Games in August in Turkey
and the Mediterranean Games in Mor-
roco in September. They will also
name a National Team coach, set up
medical facilities for major sailing
clubs, and improve facilities in general.

Koulouris said that the government
will grant 12 million drachmas to the
national sailing team to take part in in-
ternational competition in 1983, as
compared to only three million drach-
mas last year.

As for rowing, Koulouris said: “Our
program here is based on an effort to
increase the number of athletes partici-
pating in rowing so we can produce an
Olympic champion in Korea in 1988
and respectable competitors for the
Olympics in Los Angeles next year.”

Here also a three-member commit-
tee has been set up to look into the
problems in rowing and to seek sol-
utions.

o

After the success of the European
Championships in Athens last year and
the building of the new Olympic Sta-
dium, Greece has its sights set for the
1985 European Indoor Athletic Cham-
pionships, to be held in the new Palais
de Sport complex trageted for com-
pletion by the end of next year.

An indoor facility with a seating
capacity of 10,000, it will also be used
for major basketball and volleyball
tournaments. The first large indoor
facility in southern Greece, it is being
built in Neo Faliron, near the Karais-
kakis Stadium. The Palais de Sport on
the fair grounds in Thessaloniki holds
as many as 7,000 spectators.

IF THERE’S AN EARTHQUAKE,
'LL MEET YOU IN THE SOUARE

Julie Brophy

Kamaki, Meet Barracuda

On the Ides of March, the organization
Kamaki International held their first
meeting of 1983 in their usual head-
quarters at the coffee shop of a down-
town hotel, choosing the closest table
to the wall window, so as not to miss
any of the passing action.

The subject of their first meeting was
prompted by the imminent reprinting
of that ‘cheap shot’ epic, Pardon Me
Miss, Do You Know The Way To The
Acropolis? While the group unani-
mously agreed that the author’s con-
cept of humor lay chiefly in beating an
obviously poor joke to death, any pub-
licity, adverse or otherwise, was favor-
able; it did keep the kamaki on their
toes by educating the foreign miss to
their strategies. Every self-respecting
member had memorized the tract any-
way, rendering the information totally
useless as the group developed more
sophisticated techniques. So, while this
subject was tantamount to swatting a
pesky fly, they, not having too much to
look at out the mid-March window,
tossed the ball around lightly, waiting
for their youngest member, 18 year-old
skinny, but wiry, Dimitri to show up.

A taxi driver by trade, Dimitri had
become the group’s most valuable
asset, usurping Yiannis’ previous
numero uno standing, since the latter’s
purchase of a navy surplus boat with
toilet converted from a gun turret had
not succeeded as the group’s yacht —
they discovered most tourists were not
in the least impressed. On the other
hand, Dimitri’s ability to get around,
collect phone numbers, and his en-
suing generosity, made him the most
popular member. The group grew im-
patient with his continued absence.

“There he is”, motioned Yiannis, lis-
tlessly, all eyes turning to the coffee
shop entrance: the stunned, shaken
and bewildered Dimitri limped toward
them.

“Ti egi-ne, pedi mou?”, they cried in
unison as the taxi driver collapsed into
the nearest chair.

“Give him some water!”, cried one.

“Have some coca cola!” Yiannis
shoved the clinking glass in Dimitri’s
horrified face.

“He needs to eat”, spoke Yiorgo
sagely, the only one among them who
had been to America.

They pooled their resources and

ordered a spaghetti bolognaise, horiati-
ki, a toast and a coca cola, then watch-
ed as the speechless Dimitri was
spoonfed by Nikos.

Then, between gasped breaths, he
spoke to his anxious friends, recount-
ing his experience with the, at first, de-
mure and coquettish foreigner who got
into his taxi five long nights and days
before; how the voracious Valkyrie,
four times his size and more than twice
his age, had invited the friendly Dimitri
back to her apartment, and plied him
with metaxa; how he’d had no food nor
drink nor sleep until she reluctantly re-
leased him this morning, after extract-
ing promises of marriage and a tele-
phone call within the hour. He had
come straight here.

The group fell silent, the only noise,
the clinking of coffee cups... and the
rattle of worrybeads. Finally Yiorgo,
the eldest, spoke.

“We all know what this means.” He
looked from one to the other solemnly.

“Merde”, replied Yiannis, who liked
to practice his French.

“I knew it was coming”, said Yiorgo.
“I saw it in America, I saw it in that
wretched Acropolis book... we all saw
e

“The phenomenon of the Barracu-
da... on Greek soil”, Nikos whispered.

“Acrivos”, said Yiorgo. “You see
what happens, gentlemen, when the
pursuer becomes the pursued.”

“Zz77777777."

They all stared, horrified, at Dimit-
ri’s slumped and snoring figure. Yiorgo
put his hand palm down on the table.
The others placed their palms on top.
They then took an oath never to meet
again, never to congregate at
cafeterias, to abandon Syntagma
Square, the discotheques, the Plaka, the
parks, all the near occasions... they
swore to return to their wives, their
mothers and their tavli boards and nev-
er to relinquish their faith in each
other.

“They shall not find us anywhere”,
spoke Yiorgo finally.

Then, one by one, they got up,
placed a gentle hand on their sleeping
comrade and left the hotel cafeteria
forever. ’

And thus it came to pass that the age
of the kamaki ended. And, the age of
the barracuda began.
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DIS ‘N’ DATA

Diplomatic privileges

CONNIE SOLOYANIS

The honorary consular corps in Athens
is making another effort to gain bene-
fits similar to those enjoyed by their
professional cousins. They seek im-
munity, impunity, pensions and more
privileges. A few embassies raspberry
the drive, but a few lend token sym-
pathetic support, assumedly stemming
from “reverse privileges” afforded by
some of the wealthier members of the
“junior corps”... The self-styled jour-
nalist (without outlets or portfolio)
who has become the top embassy re-
ception crasher, reveals her simple se-
cret of success: “As you reach the en-
trance, rush in and kiss the nearest
cheek with loud enthusiasm. Then
quickly move further inside to another.
Keep moving and kissing, and don’t
give anyone a chance to ask any ques-
tions.”

Driving restrictions about Athens
have given birth to counterfeit card-
board license plates (slightly mud-
splattered for ‘authenticity’) fixed in
position either where the real plate has
been lifted by the police, or covering
one which does not have the right to be
driven... Jules Dassin (spouse of Greek
Minister of Culture Melina Mercouri)
reportedly planning to produce his next
film in Yugoslavia rather than Greece
because he has found costs lower there
(but higher protests here from local
unions.). ..

The association of Greek shipowners
is planning a public relations foray into
the U.S.A. to help their cause to carry
more wheat from the U.S. to the
U.S.S.R.... Among early spring visi-
tors to Athens is Morton Gottlieb, pro-
ducer of such Broadway shows (and
subsequent motion pictures) as Same
Time, Next Year and Tribute. While
here, Morty is wearing his other hat —
that of a travel writer. He also reports
that huzzahs are all about for Anthony
Quinn and Michael Cacoyiannis for
their musical production of Zorba,
warmly embraced by the critics in its
debut in Philadelphia... Madame Hor-
tense has become the top musical in
Athens with Maria Aliferi in the star-
ring role... One recent visitor found it
very disconcerting to discover that the
audience may sing along with the star
at performances of the Lyriki Skini...
In some bouzouki places, they even
drown out the artists...
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Add Vanessa Redgrave to the roster
of names of noted actors who may film
in Greece this year... Prof. Vassilis
Petratos, new head of Olympic Air-
ways North American operations, was
in town and managed to charm any and
all with a surprising ready wit and wry
comments... UPI correspondent John
Rigos, who, with his black Persian
lamb hat, has become a “familiar”
around mid-Athens during the wintry
blasts, reveals he’s been conducting a
personal survey to find someone who
has had a free bus ride. Says the results
have been negative thus far... Nick
Skoulas, the energetic secretary gener-
al of the GNTO, is setting some sort of
record for flying around to make
speeches and trying to stir up tourism.

Talk of changing times, the Athens
Hilton becomes 20 years old on April
20, when a big celebration bash is
being planned. That date also cele-
brates the arrival in Athens (from
Cairo) of the hotel’s p.r. gal, Elli Eco-
nomopoulou-Hadziotis... If we’ve
never mentioned it before, Eva Rick-
enbacker, wife of the Hilton’s General
Manager, is one of the sharpest tavli
players about Athens.

It is with mixed emotions we report
that the George Legakis credited with
engineering the stealing of $11.5 mil-
lion from the Sentry Armored Car
Courier Corporation in New York, is
not the same G.L. who dwells in
Athens but visits New York. As his
longtime pal, Julia Loomis, puts it,
“working for Mobil Oil, Athens’ Lega-
kis doesn’t have to steal.”... Ta Nea
publisher Christos Lambrakis
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apparently has heard enough digs at
the choice of name for his tourist
agency branch in New York. Legal
machinations are in the works to
change Frigate to Free Gate... Menu
Morsels: The Sorrento Pizza Palace
(opposite the Caravel Hotel) offers:
“Scrambled eggs with humor bacon.”...
Paul Valassakis, who usually shows a
great sense of humor in his artistic en-
deavors, working on a rather sober
series of primary schoolbooks for the
Ministry of Education.

If you’re planning a trip back to the
States, you might be surprised to learn
that such items as lottery tickets, li-
quor-filled candy and products made
by convicts are deemed “injurious or
detrimental to the general welfare of
the U.S.,” and therefore, prohibited
entry... Latest Greek name to light
cinematic marquees is Patra Giannos,
featured in a new film, Joey. Of Greek
parentage, attractive Patra was born in
The Bahamas, of all places... Want to
know how much a hit song from a hit
movie can earn? Vangelis is credited
with gross earnings of $13,000,000 for
orchestrating an old Greek folk song
for Chariots of Fire.

Gerry Herman, who used to cover
the cinema for The Athenian (and also
wrote a screenplay or two) has surfaced
after an absence of several years in Kil-
leberge, Sweden, where he has for-
saken the film world for the nonce and
is now involved in promoting Swedish
furniture. It was Gerry who organized
the successful Elia Kazan film festival
in Athens a few years ago.

There are those who predict a long
series of taxi strikes during the rest of
the year. Outweighing any political or
other benefits sought by the cabbies,
“unofficial” taxis charging 1500 drach-
mas for a 350 drachmas ride in from
the airport, could be the real reason...
What is still a bargain? The cinema.
The price of 100 drachs is still frozen
by government decree... If you have
trouble starting a fire in your tzaki, the
new Potpourri Boutique has a unique
answer: a pumice stone soaked with
Greek brandy. Reusable, too... Sad to
note that Vassili’'s on Voukourestiou
has shuttered. But the Corfu, a block
away, and the Delphi, across Syntag-
ma, are still serving those quick and
bargain lunches...

The Karolou Deal, one of the newer
socializing bars (as distinguished from
“drinking” bars) in Kolonaki is now fa-
vored by Athens younger set. The mar-
ble-topped-tables-and-chandelier pre-
mises are named after an older genera-
tion Athenian boulevadier...




spagyos

April, one of the most welcome
months of the year, comes from the
Latin, Aprilis, and well deserves having
the diamond as its birthstone. Aprilis is
mentioned in Hesiod’s, The Cypria,
part of The Epic Cycle. She was long
courted by Zeus, but, determined to be
faithful to her husband, King
Aphidnus, Aprilis resisted the god’s
unwelcome attentions.

One day, while running from him,
she fell into an abandoned well. In his
grief, Zeus caused the well to be filled
and a tree sprang up over the spot,
called to this day Aprilis Attika.

hitler’s “brown
period”

We are told by an acquaintance of
Adolf Hitler that before his days in
Vienna, where he painted advertising
posters — Teddy Perspiration Powder,
among others — he painted small oil
landscapes. These he “roasted” in the
oven until they took on a brownish
tinge, so that he subsequently sold
them as “old masters.”

Whether or not this is true,
paint-cracked canvases can be restored
if placed under controlled heat causing
the oil paints to run slightly. Perhaps
this was the inspiration for the
drooping watches in Dali’s, The
Persistence of Memory.

* ok ok

Sewing is usually part of spring
cleaning and decorating. Left-over
scraps from new slip covers and drapes
are ideal for making new pillows for
bird houses. Stuff them with used tea
bags.

putting it all together

Even cat litter is useful in decorating.
Instead of throwing it away, bury it
along with a few copper or bronze pans
and vases. After a few weeks, dig them
up again and they will look like very
valuable antiques hundreds of years
old. In Thailand “priceless” temple
dogs are processed using similar
materials. But elephants are rare in
Greece.

soapy slivers...

For some reason, suggestions about
what to do with leftover slivers of soap
proliferate. Many are ridiculous, and
why they simply can’t be stuck on the
new cake, I don’t understand. With the
popularity of liquid soap now, a good
way to use these slivers is to keep them
in a closed container along with a cup
of glycerine. When there are enough to
fill a dispenser, give them a whirl in
your blender, along with a whiff of
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