THLEL

ATHENI

November 1982

e

{

By
R N, N
e i

s English Language Monthly

9

Greece

P

i

§

w,

=
.,w.,

o St




REMEMBER THE HOTEL ROOM
YOU CHARTERED  LAST VACATION?

CHARTER A VALEF YACHT FOR AN
ENDLESS GRECIAN SUMMER

It’'s something more
than a hotel room

Remember the hotel room you ‘“‘chartered’” last vacation?
Four walls and a bed with perhaps a view of the distant sea.
Remember the crowded restaurants and bars? Sitting in a
taxi in congested traffic to get to the crowded beach 30km
away?

This vacation charter a Valef Yacht and cruise in privacy on
a luxury floating hotel of your own.

The decor is warm and inviting allowing you to entertain in,

comfort. And you have a pool as big as the Mediterranean.
But the real beauty of your floating hotel is you can take it
where you want to go.

Explore over 2000 Greek islands scattered across the clear
blue waters of the Mediterranean, with their quaint fishing
villages, secluded beaches and remnants of ancient
civilizations. All basking in the warm gentle sun.

Valef owns and manages the largest fleet of yachts in
Europe each accomodating up to 10 or mor persons.

All Valef Yachts are manned by permanent fully trained and
experienced crews to take on your yacht in comfort and
safety.

AT

erte to Valef Yachts 22 Aktl Themistokleous, Plraeus,
Greece or phone 452-9571, Evenings 452-9486 Telex 21 2000
Greece. Cables WILEFA Piraeus. \

' !
~ "~ VALEF YACHTS LTD.

A = _ BILL LEFAKINIS, PRIiSIDENT
VALEF YACHTS @ i 1
Sailing you away from it all.




\K Gulf Airs Golden Falcon Service
W tothe Gulf takes off every Monday;
‘\ Thursday, Saturday.

\\ : oy 7 You can now spread your wings on
% 7 the direct flight from Athens to the Gulf.
> ‘\ V7' 4 Departing every Monday, Thursday and Saturday
P A \ ”” at15:20and flying to Amman and the Gulf our 737s

3 " connect on arrival with convenient flights to the other
" major centers of the Middle East.

. '737s to the Gulf every Monday, Thursday, Saturday.
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Going to

SCANDINAVIA

or on to your final inter-
continental destination
via COPENHAGEN?

Fly the NEW SAS having more flights Athens - Copenhagen
(non-stop) than any other airline.

Connections in Copenhagen:

— every Wednesday and Saturday to South America.

— every Saturday to North America, Tokyo and South East
Asia. -

Try SAS renowned EUROCLASS within Europe and SAS new
FIRST BUSINESS CLASS on intercontinental routes — you
just pay the normal economy fare.

Your Travel Agent or SAS, Sina 6/ Vissarions 9, Athens 135,

Tel. 363.4444, can tell you more about SAS Winter Program a.o.
introducing flights to Athens with the widebody

AIRBUS A-300.

SCANDINAVIANY AIRLINVES

The Businessman’s Airline
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publisher's note

In contrast to last yeat’s clear sweep at the polls by the socialist govern-
ment, last month’s municipal elections resulted in ambiguity and confusion. In
“One Year of PASOK” Correspondent Michael Skapinker looks back on the
achievements and shortcomings of the government of “Change”,

Once Again, Greece has formally demanded the retum of the Acropolis
Marbles, this time with strong endorsement from UNESCO. After nearly two
centuries, a conundrum remains which manages to raise cultural, national,
ethical, aesthetical and legal issues all at the same time. In “How Greece Lost Its
Marbles” Brenda Marder places Lord Elgin’s “cultural imperialism”/‘‘enlight-
ened preservation® in the context of the revival of Greece in the consciousness
of the West.

Sung and played in ports all around the Eastern Mediterranean at the turn
of the century, rembetika music entered a golden age in Greece after 1922, and
is enjoying a revival now. In ‘‘Rembetika: A Rebel’s Song”, Adrianne Calfo de-
scribes the world-fringe atmosphere of ‘‘a forsaken people who sing to them-
selves,” B. Samantha Stenzel adds some short profiles on leading rembetika
figures of yesterday and today, as well as a brief guide to where the most
authentic rendering of this music can still be heard.

The cover reproduces a detail of the Parthenon from a lithograph by
Stuart and Revett (1762).
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K. Vendiri St. 9, Ilissia — Athens 612, Tel, 724-1158
VIDEO CLUB

SPECIALISTS IN ARABIC MUSIC AND VIDEO FILMS
AGENTS FOR:
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MIDDLE EASTERN REPERTOIRES IN GREECE

GREEK
LANGUAGE SCHOOL

A school of the Delta Educational Institution providing

. Greek language courses.

We announce our new special courses programme in the
modern Greek language.

1. Basic-intensive: A 9 month course.

2. Basic-very intensive: A 3 to 4 month course.

3. Short summer course: A 2 to 3 weeks course,

4. Advanced courses.

Our courses have been planned to provide those wishing
to learn modern Greek with skill necessary for listening,
speaking, reading and writing the language.

You can learn greek. It's easy.

Information and admissions at

DELTA EDUCATIONAL ORGANIZATION
4, ZALOGOU STREET. ATHENS, 142.

Tel. 362-7560

Letters

Schools Brief

I would like to congratulate you
on your fine article, “Options in Inter-
national Education” in the September
Athenian. 1t was coherent and objec-
tive and helped clarify an often con-
fusing subject.

My one objection, however, is to
the omission of mention that Tasis
Hellenic International School has an
excellent G.C.E. Program which offers
a positive option for those students
looking towards higher education in
the United Kingdom. The Program is
instrumental in catering for inter-
national students aiming at both
U.K. universities and those elsewhere
who prefer British to American
qualification, It also provides a chal-
lenging academic program for Ameri-
can honors students,  Within the
G.C.E., Tasis Hellenic offers Advanced
Level (““A” Level) courses in the Sci-
ences, Maths, English and Modern Lan-
guages, and seventeen Ordinary Level
(““O” Level) courses. The overall pass
rate in the June 1982 “O” Level
exams for Tasis was seventy percent.
Worldwide in the same subjects in the
June 1981 exams, the pass rate was
thirty-six percent.

Thank you for your evident and
continuing concern about education.

John Kidner
Tasis Hellenic

Slip Showing?

Your columnist, Patricia Wren,
really ought to check her facts more
carefully, The item headed ‘Tar-
nished Dowry” (The Athenian, Sept.
82) contains a number of factual
€ITOTS.

For example:

1. It is the total running cost of a
15,000 ton vessel that comes to
about US$ 3,000 daily and only
about half of that amount repre-
sents wages. The rest covers items
such as insurance, provisions,
stores, repairs, etc.

2. Ms. Wren is apparently not aware
of the difference between a laid-
up ship and a ship awaiting demo-
lition (or dismantling, as she pre-
fers to call it,)

3. There is little chance that any of
these laid-up ships will sail again,
she says. Of course, she is en-
titled to her opinion, but I for
one will be greatly surprised if the
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majority of these ships never trade
again, Several times since the last
World War, Greece has seen large
fleets of laid-up ships in her ports
and anchorages, but a later uptum
in world trade has eventually dis-
persed them,

May I also take this opportunity
to reply to the letter from Peter Holli-
day, complaining about the laying up
of ships at Galaxidi. He is quite mis-
taken in thinking that Galaxidi has
been “singled out” as an anchorage.
There is at present a shortage of good,
sheltered anchorages in which ships
can safely lie for an indefinite period.
All suitable sites in Greece have al-
ready been pressed into use, as well
as some not so suitable ones, and the
search for further sites continues as
more ships are forced into lay-up.

P.J. Rowe
Piraeus

Poetic License

Responding to Mr, L, Griner, (The
Athenian, October) who disputes my
characterization of Albania as “dark
and brooding” (Steve’s Window on
Albania, August):

Admittedly my only view of Al-
bania has been from the helm of my
10-meter cruising home as it passed
slightly to the west of the center line
of the Corfu Channel. At that time
the Albanian side was indeed in stark
contrast to the brilliance of the heavily
populated, touristic northemn Corfu
area with its discos, hotels, tavernas
and mopeds.

On several occasions I have
sought, in vain, permission to visit
Albania, thus to better qualify myself
on the subject. I would be delighted
to have the Albanian authorities let me
have a first hand view of their country

. at my own expense, of coutse.
But until then, I and others of my pro-
fession, can only rely upon second-
hand accounts which well may be
“biased’ and ‘‘irresponsible”,

Tony Roberts
Athens

Tourist Deterrent

Thank you for the memo regard-
ing the renewal of my annual subscrip-
tion to The Athenian. It is with regret

that I must tell you that I am not re-

newing it,
With my husband, I have been
visiting Greece (based in Athens) for
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PUT A LITTLE MUSIC
IN YOUR CHILD’S LIFE

—

/
HEL s

Pianos
Since

@ Rentals of new pianos ® Tax free sales
® Service - Tuning - Repairs @ 10 years factory warranty
® [_arge showroom ® 20 models to choose from

DIMAR ECHOS 1.

4 PATOUSSA street, Kaningos square,
Athens, phone (01) 362-7500

- Ravillon

The first French gallery in Greece. Authentic antique
furniture, paintings, art objects. Kokkinara 38 (Hotel
Grand-Chalet), Kifissia, Tel. 8014-888. Open daily
5-9 pm except Sundays and Mondays.

din

coiffures

iNO

~continuous working hours..

SINOPIS ST.&«EVINOU 9-11
(BEHIND ATHENS TOWER)
TEL.7706525-7770471-7794609

I.METAXA 30 GLYFADA
TEL.8931988 8931989

emen s salon eesthetics

11 VRASIDA ST.
(BEHIND ATHENS HILTON)

TEL. 7248292-7240364-7240154

your hair...our care




)\, ST CATHERINE'S BRITISH EMBASSY SCHOOL

(Incorporated Association of Preparatory Schools)

Children are accepted from 5-13 years. St Catherine’s prepares children for

- all types of British and Commonwealth Senior Education;’ particular
attention is given to children who wish to sit Common Entrance Examinations
into British Public Schools. i
Prospectus and particulars from:-

The Headmistress,

St Catherine’s British Embassy School,

tel: 801-0886
British Embassy, Athens, Greece.

THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY
SCHOOLS OF ATHENS, INC.

ACCREDITED PRIVATE SCHOOL

ACADEMY (HIGH SCHOOL)
MIDDLE SCHOOL

- PRE-SCHOOL AND ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
(HALANDRI AND KIFISSIA)

ACADEMY RESIDENTIAL LIFE UNIT
(KASTRI AMERICAN CLUB)

ACS. You must have heard about us. We are proud of our U.S.
accreditation based on quality of curriculum and teachers and on
our continuing college admissions record. (About 80% of each
graduating class go to colleges and universities.)

But have you heard about our Advanced Placement (Honors)
Program, our SAT Preparation Sessions, and International Bac-
calaureate Diploma for those with highest goals for American or
international universities? We have not forgotten the other 20%
of our students either. Please look into our special programs for
problem learners, after-school activities, tournaments, field
trips, business, industrial arts, languages. While you are at it, take
a look at our excellent facilities.

Real substance! Real education!

ADMISSIONS OFFICE AT MAIN HALANDRI CAMPUS
129 Aghias Paraskevis Street
Ano Halandri
Telephone: 659-3200

KIFISSIA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Athanasiou Diakou & Kokkinaki Streets
Kifissia

Telephone: 808-0475

Toys &
Games

SOLONOS 12, KOLONAKI. TEL: 363-1652
lTHAKlVS 38, PATISSION. TEL: 864-2714

TO NUIXVIHI

the past ten years and have invariably
had an excellent time in the city and
countryside around, but after our holi-
day this August, we have come to the
conclusion that the whole atmosphere
of the country as we know it has
changed.

Prices for very indifferent food in
all classes of restaurant and taverna are
astronomical even after taking into
account international inflation figures
and the good rate of currency ex-
change this summer.

We appreciate that worldwide
prices have risen over the past few
years, but in Greece this appears to be
considerably more than in other coun-
tries, taking into account the value of
their currencies, Greece has never
been visited for its cuisine or food
presentation; one travels to see the
magnificent countryside and prices
now ruling seem all the more incred-
ible,

The attitude of shopkeepers, bank
officials, etc., usually most helpful and
cheerful, have altered to sullen and of-
ten off-hand service.

The condition of the city streets
is truly bad, rubbish being left for sev-
eral days without clearing, It is now
worse than we have ever seen it, We
noticed also the appalling rudeness of
the Greek male who normally has at
least a facade of politeness to foreign
women — their lack of manners was
something I had not experienced
before.

A matter that most visiting tou-
rists notice is the terrible treatment of
the animals, usually bad but this year,
worse — if that is possible. 1 know
that Greeks, amongst whom we have a
number of good friends, both in Eng-
land and in Greece, have no general re-
gard for animals but this is an aspect
of Greek life which is very noticeable
to both European and American
tourists.

All these factors combine to sadly
make this our last visit to Greece, a
very beautiful country which we feel is
slipping steadily into a decline.

We would welcome your com-
ments on these observations and
would mention that some Greek
friends who have just returned to Eng-
land from their annual, long stay,
agree with the sentiments and points
I have outlined above.

Maybe in later years Greece will
return to being the wonderful country
it once was, a pleasure to visit,

Pamela A. Wilson
South Devon
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Mixed Results

Only the Delphic sibyl at her most
clearly equivocal could have accurately
predicted it: not only did all the major
parties in last month’s municipal elec-
tions claim to have won; they also
claimed that their adversaries had lost.
This might be explained by the fact
that New Democracy and the Commu-
nists both won more votes than they
had in last year’s general election,
while PASOK, often heading left-wing
coalitions, picked up more victories.
Whether the average voter, as he cast
his ballot, had his mind on the govern-
ment’s economic and foreign policies
or on the number of rubbish bins
which had been locally installed in the
last four years, seemed to be largely a
matter of opinion,

In Athens, on the first round, in-
cumbent PASOK mayor Dimitris Beis
ran barely one thousand votes ahead
of New Democracy, a difference of
less than one half of one percent of
all the ballots cast. KKE’s Vassilis
Ephraimidis received over 18 percent
of the total vote, 2 percent more than
Mikis Theodorakis won in the 1978
municipal elections and 8 percent
more than the Communist vote last
year.

The general ambiguity of the
elections might be epitomized by the
word allaghi, the most hallowed of
PASOK’s slogans last year. Now with
PASOK in power, however, this battle
cry could logically mean changing
again, and, indeed, the word did cross
party lines, in Athens at least, where
Mr. Ephraimidis made it Ais slogan.

Most parties tended to look upon

Athens as a patient in delicate health.

Mr, Beis promised to make way for a
healthy, more humanized metropolis

THE ATHENIAN, NOVEMBER 1982

while Mr. Tzannetakis® “new breath”
conjured up the image of mouth-to-
mouth resuscitation. Only Virginia
Tsouderou, the Democratic Socialist
candidate, followed an opposite tack.
Not beating about the urban bush,
she stated flatly that what Athens
needed was a fist, thus showing who
was wearing the pants in this elec-
tion, As she received only three per-
cent of the vote, however, while aim-
ing at ten percent, it appears the Ath-
ens’ answer to Margaret Thatcher
might have more effectively employed
the Florence Nightingale touch. Un-
perturbed by the results, Mrs, Tsou-
derou pointed out in an interview
that Mitterand lost many elections but
became at last President of France.

As all the candidates were pur-
suing an anti-rubbish campaign, the
election period was thankfully far less
littered than in previous years. With
a minimum of confetti and feuilles
volantes, the slogans took to the
sky with cloth banners and streamers
criss-crossing avenues and billowing
over squares, giving the city the
cheerful look of the annual regatta at
Cowes. The only major impediments
in these elections were caused by in-
cumbent mayors, who, during the
campaign, were suddenly inspired to
take up such vigorous public works
on the roads that drivers had diffi-
culty getting to their polling booths.

In Chase of the Red Sea

The discovery that 22 tons of
hashish and half a ton of heroin had
been jettisoned in the southern Ionian
Sea late in September, and that hun-
dreds of packets were being washed up
,pn beaches near Pylos, set off a sea-
air search comparable to the pursuit

our town

|

of the Bismark, during World War II.

The cargo had been dumped by
the crew of the sailing vessel Doris
when they discovered that Greek au-
thorities had been tipped off with in-
formation provided by Interpol. Doris
left Lebanon on September 18, was
sighted near Kythera three days later,
was eventually intercepted by a Greek
destroyer in the Ionian Sea and im-
pounded at Corfu. The German cap-
tain was arrested along with the crew.
Most of the haul of narcotics, how-
ever, had been thrown overboard, or
transferred to a private yacht.

The real quarry of the hunt was
the delivery ship Red Sea. Another
yacht seized at Corfu was said to have
received 30 kilos of heroin from the
former vessel for the Greek under-
ground market, but the Red Sea itself
was said to be carrying a huge consign-
ment of narcotics worth a staggering
150 million dollars. The information
from Interpol stated that the ship was
being manned by members of the
Mafia and that while some of the mer-
chandise was destined for Italy, West
Germany and Britain, most of the haul
was on its way to Canada and the U.S.

On the afternoon of October 4,
Red Sea was spotted just off western
Crete, having renamed itself twice
during the voyage from Lebanon to-
wards Sicily, first Portala, and now
M.G.3. Units of the Greek airforce,
navy and coast guard were alerted to
the area, but the vessel had vanished.

The following morning a ship
bearing a flag with the hammer-and-
sickle was sighted in the area. Sus-
pecting a hoax, the Greek authorities
intercepted it, only to find that it was
indeed a Soviet boat going about its
own business.

Meanwhile, frogmen picking up a
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ton and a half of what the Doris had
left behind, came upon buoys with
electronic devices attached, indi-
cating that ships with the proper
equipment could drop off packets of
‘white death’ and pick them up, at
their leisure, later.

On the afternoon of October 5,
Greek authorities radioed that Red
Sea had been located off the west-
ern Peloponnesus and had now been
renamed Bassan B. The ship was
seized by the anti-tornedo boat Loychi
and brought into the port of Pylos.
The Lebanese captain, Mohamed Apo-
bark, denied that his ship was the for-
mer Red Sea, and pointed out that the
unclear, but still legible, print painted
out on the stern bore the names of
Black Sea and Redsburg, which, he
explained, happened to have been the
former names of the Bassan B. Cap-
tain Apobark was able to prove that
his ship had been off Limossol, Cy-
prus, on October 2 when Red Sea was
known to be near Crete.

This information aroused further
suspicion, however, since Limassol, to-
gether with Corfu, are known to be
the chief exchange areas in the eastern
Mediterranean narcotics trade.

As for the large black plastic
sack which officers on board Loychi
had observed being tossed out of a
porthole and sinking at once into the
sea, Apobark explained it was just nor-
mal rubbish from the galley. Collating
data with sources from Interpol in
Canada on the description of the ves-
sel and assuming that Red Sea would
not have altered totally the decor of
its saloon, Greek authorities let Bassan
B free to pursue its own business.

Although  America’s Mediter-
ranean Sixth Fleet was now alerted,
the phantom Red Sea was never
found. Interpol, in fact, suggested
that Red Sea, after all, might be five
different ships. There was said to be a
satellite boat, last known as Kazita,
and a certain Ulysses, which might be
carrying twenty tons of hashish and
two of heroin. With all of these phan-
toms and metamorphoses, the Medit-
erranean — despite tourism, pollution,
modernly equipped navies and drug
traffic — remains the most mytholo-
gical of seas.
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Greek Arms and Iraq

The closing of the Pyrkal arms and
munitions factory at the end of
September was at least partly attri-
butable to the cancellation of a
$12 million arms order from Syria
to appease Iraq, according to the op-
position New Democracy party.

The claim, made in Parliament,
was confirmed by the government
and representatives of the 4,500
workers who will be laid off. But
according to the government, it plans
to “socialize” the plant and re-open
it in a few months under state manage-
ment,

The Syrians had placed their
order for light arms and shells, repor-
tedly needed by its police force. The
conservative opposition and workers’
representatives, however, said the arms
were in fact intended for delivery to
Iran, via Syria, The order was can-
celled, they said, following protests by
Iraq — which maintains close ties with
the Greek socialist government — that
the arms would be used against it in
the war between Iran and Iraq.

In response, Gerasimos Arsenis,
Greece’s Minister of National Econ-
omy, stated that cancellation of the
Syrian order was not the main reason
for closing ‘Pyrkal’, which has supplied
the Greek armed forces with ammuni-
tion and light arms for the past one
hundred and four years. He said it
was just one of the forty ailing major
Greek companies that would have to
close down or be taken over by the
state.

Company sources said Pyrkal had
this year incurred losses of three bil-
lion drachmas (43 million dollars),
and owed various Greek banks up to
four billion drachmas (57 million
dollars),

De Sade de-criminalized
Only after a publisher was sentenced
to two years imprisonment for distrib-
uting the works of the Marquis de
Sade did the Greek government intro-
duce Parliamentary legislation liber-
alizing the laws on indecent publi-
cations and legalizing the controversial
works of the French aristocrat.

Forty-seven other Greek publish-
ers were also ordered to stand trial for
the same offence, but were saved by
the new law., Thousands of de Sade’s
books were burnt by police after a
court ruled that the works were sex-
ually perverted.

Justice Minister George Mangakis,

introducing the relevant bill to Parlia-
ment, said he found the eighteenth
century French author’s works ‘‘re-
volting”, but conceded that the gov-
ernment had to move with the times.

“De Sade’s works are today con-
sidered classics, though I personally
find them revolting,” he said. It is
a fact that de Sade opened up new ho-
rizons in literature by first using psy-
chology in depth. But the last time
his works were outlawed was in France
just after the last war, and even then
the accused were acquitted.”

Constantine Mitsotakis, former
Foreign Minister and now Parliamen-
tary spokesman for the opposition
Conservative Party, agreed with legali-
zing de Sade’s works. But he warned
that ‘“all ancient pornography should
not be legitimized, because the broad-
er Greek public is not as tolerant as
our intellectuals.”

News with a Twist

The New Democracy opposition
tabled a question in Parliament accu-
sing the socialist government of indif-
ference, after growing evidence that
the Eastern bloc has achieved a signifi-
cant infiltration of the Greek press.

The motion called on the govern-
ment to launch an official investiga-
tion into foreign press revelations that
a press foundation in Luxembourg was
in fact a front for the financing of
the pro-Moscow Greek Communist
Party press, and other media, in the
West. The foundation was found to be
headed by Karl Raab, the Director of
Finance of the Central Committee of
the East German Socialist Unity Party,
the official state Communist organiz-
tion.

The opposition also called on the
government to explain its alleged sup-
port for the mass-circulation daily
Ethnos, 'which  has been widely ac-
cused of being set up with the aid of
the Soviet Union to promote that
country’s interests in Greece. It said
the presence recently of the Prime
Minister and members of the Cabinet
at that paper’s one year anniversary
celebration, plus extensive coverage of
the event on the state-controlled tele-
vision, was ‘‘scandalous and unaccept-
able.”

Up in Smoke

The Greek government’s decision to
stop an anti-smoking campaign over
the television networks has immediate-
ly led to a ten percent increase in smo-
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king, according to statistics revealed
by the conservative opposition.

Spyros Doxiades, the former Mini-
ster of Health, said official statistics
showed that cigarette consumption in
Greece had increased ten percent in
the first six months of this year, after
a constant decline registered over the
preceding two years when the State’s
anti-smoking campaign was in effect,
Greeks smoke more cigarettes per
capita than in any other Western coun-
try.

The government said it was stop-
ping the campaign because the tele-
vision spots on cancer and the other
health hazards inherent in smoking
were ‘“‘frightening” for the public. It
also said that the country’s important
tobacco industry was being negatively
affected.

Mr. Doxiades countered that the
state’s expenses in providing health
treatment to cancer patients far ex-
ceeded the losses from a drop in
revenue from cigarette taxation.

Rumanian Asylum

Four family members of a Cyprus-
based senior Rumanian diplomat
sought political asylum in Greece last
month, pending their planned settle-
ment in the United States, according
to sources in the United Nations High
Commission for Refugees. The Greek
government confirmed the report.

The sources said that Dan and
Marian Alexei, aged twenty-five and
twenty-eight respectively, both sons
of Rumanian Charge d’Affaires in
Cyprus Marin Alexei, sought asylum
immediately upon arrival here for a
holiday. Also with them were Mar-
ian’s wife and their one-and-a-half
year old child.

Reports from Cyprus said the
Charge d’Affaires tried to dissuade
his sons and daughter-in-law from
seeking asylum, and returned to
Bucharest to submit his resignation.

Government sources of Premier
Andreas Papandreou’s scheduled visit
to Bucharest in November, said the
incident was not expected to create
problems in Greek-Rumanian re-
lations.

The British are Coming

The Greek government decided not to
use its prize Olympic stadium for the
November 17 England-Greece soccer

clash, fearing that it will be badly dam- "

aged by British hooligans.
The decision, Greek sports offi-
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cials said, was taken with ‘“great reluc-
tance” but was deemed necessary fol-
lowing meetings here with three visit-
ing British officials,

The three were Norman Palmer
and Brian Burnett, both senior offi-
cials of the Ministry of Sport’s Depart-
ment of the Environment, and Leslie
Walker, the International Liaison Of-
ficer of the British Football Associ-
ation. They returned to London after
talks with senior Greek police officers
and with Kimon Koulouris, Greece’s
General Secretary of Sports.

A spokesman for the British Em-
bassy said the officials ““gave a detailed
account of the activity of British soc-

cer hooligans in other countries, the
way they act and what they destroy,
so as to facilitate protective measures
for the forthcoming game here.”

Greek government officials said it

was subsequently decided not to use
the ultra-modern new Olympic sta-
dium, which last month hosted the
EBuropean Games and which Greece is
using to back its bid to permanently
host the Olympic Games, The game
will instead be held at Karaiskaki
Stadium in Piraeus, It was also
decided to confine the hooligans to a
particular corner of the stadium during
the November 17 clash for the Euro-
pean Cup, and to ring them off with
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truncheon-and-helmet-equipped  po-
lice. There will also be restrictions on
the sale of tickets to them.

Finally, the government warned
that any British soccer fan caught
causing disturbances would be tried
under local law which foresees a mini-
mum three-month and maximum five
year prison term, The sentence can-
not be appealed or bought off.

“In other European countries,
British hooligans have gotten off quite
lightly,” a government official said.
“It won’t be the case here.”

Crash Landing

A Nottingham woman who had been
living in the lounge of Athens airport
was admitted to Daphni Mental Hos-
pital near Athens, after her case was
publicized by the Greek and foreign
press.

Nicole Williams, thirty-two, had
probably been living at the airport
for eighteen months, and not for three
years as previously reported, In an
exclusive interview to a mass-circula-
tion Greek daily, Nicole said that she
had decided to stay at the airport after
a Greek boyfriend failed to turn up at
the airport to meet her.

The headwaiter at the airport,
Mr. Dervitas Petros, said that Nicole
had left the airport when the blare of
publicity became too much for her.

Britisher Sentenced for
Smuggling

A 32-year old Bristol woman re-
ceived four years in prison after a
Greek court found her guilty of smug-
gling and selling heroin.

Christine Pitcher, of Withywood,
Bristol, denied the charges and said
that she was tortured to confess guilt.

Miss Pitcher, who was arrested
early in January along with twelve
others allegedly involved in a drug
smuggling ring, had faced between
eight and fourteen years imprisonment
if found guilty of the charges of smug-
gling, selling and using heroin.

“I only had a tiny quantity, less
than two grams, for my personal use,
and am innocent of any other accu-
sations,” she said,

But other witnesses testified that
Christine had sold them heroin, at five
thousand drachmas per half gram,

Kosmos was compiled by Leonidas
Stokes, a staff member of Free Press,
who is specializing in Soviet Naval
Policy in the Eastern Mediterranean.
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At Random

Heart surgeon Denton Cooley of the
Texas Cardiological Institute was
greeted by a crowd of former patients
in Athens while he was attending an
international symposium on cardio-
vascular disease late in September. Dr.
Cooley has successfully operated on
over one thousand Greeks.

A fifth century B.C. black-figure leky-
thos signed by the Amasis Painter was
stolen from the Kerameikos Museum
in mid-September. A week later an
icon was stolen from the Byzantine
Museum,

Popular composer and singer Manos
Loizos, 45, died in Moscow where he
was undergoing treatment for cancer.
Active in the junta resistance, Loizos
often set politically oriented lyrics to
music,

Hortensia Allende, widow of the assas-
sinated president of Chile, arrived in
Athens on September 22 to attend an
international symposium investigating
crimes of the Chilean junta at the
Pandeion School of Political Science.
She met with Prime Minister Papan-
dreou and fellow poet, Yiannis Ritsos.

The recently restored neo-classical city
orphanage on Pireos Street has been
transformed into the new Municipal
Art Gallery which was opened to the
public on September 29. The collec-
tion includes ninety works by major
Greek painters, sculpture galleries and
a library,

In late September the Archaeological
Council approved the government’s
plan to turn the grounds of Plato’s
Academy into a soccer field and sports
area. Opposition members in Parlia-
ment claimed that the plan was put
forward to gain votes for Mayor Beis
in the municipal elections. Minister
Mercouri, who does not wish to have
the British claim that the Elgin
Marbles, if returned, might be used as
goal posts, intervened in the dispute
and said the matter would be re-exam-
ined by the Council after the elections.

The National Research Foundation in
Athens has become the headquarters
of the Center of Mediterranean Ac-
tion, a U,N, environment program de-
voted to the protection of the Mediter-
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ranean from pollution, In the next ten
years, the Center expects to be moni-
toring 100 marine laboratories in 17
countries.

Members attending the Paneuropean
Anthropology Conference in Thessa-
loniki, which includes twenty-three
Soviet and eighty American scientists
as well, visited the Petralona cave in
Halkidiki where Aris Poulianos dis-
covered a human skull 800,000 years
old, and the nearby excavations at Nea
Trigli, where tools and the fossils of
animals, including elephants, have
been found dating back five million
years,

Donald Appleyard, 54, British-born,
American-trained architect, city plan-

ner and professor at M.I.T. was killed
on September 23 in a traffic accident
on Syngrou Avenue which injured ten
others, Professor Appleyard was in
Athens giving lectures and studying
the city’s environmental problems.

Sophia Sakorafa, who won third place
and a bronze medal in the women’s
javelin event at the recent Paneuro-
pean Games in Athens, broke the
world’s record at the Panhellenic
Games in Hania on September 26 with
a throw measuring 74.2 meters.

The National Power Company, DEH,
announced last month that its first
nuclear-powered plant will go into
operation by 1993,
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Greece is the honored country at this
year’s international cultural fair, Euro-
palia, which opened on October 1 and
will continue until December. Among
the thirty exhibitions are works of
Cycladic art from the Goulandris Col-
lection. There will also be concerts
and performances by Karolos Koun’s
Art Theater.

Chemist Eleonora Zaimis, “The Iron
Lady of British Medicine”, died in
London on October 3. Professor at
London and Athens Universities,
Zaimis was a leading figure in biologi-
cal chemistry. She isolated one of
the first drugs that effectively controls
high blood pressure and devoted many
years to the study of the chemical
basis of spastic paralysis,

The plan to construct the new Athens
International Airport at Spata is being
re-examined by the government.
When the 10-year project was pro-
posed in 1977, the cost was estimated
at 62 billion drachmas. It has now
been re-appraised at twice that sum.
Although 3,000 acres have been ex-
propriated and bulldozed, the project
has not progressed further. It is
presently believed that the existing
airport at Hellinikon can be adequately
improved in the next four years for
20 billion drachmas, particularly if the
adjacent American military base moves
out.

Former prime minister Stefanos Stef-
anopoulos, 83, died in Athens on
October 4. With the support of 45
Center Union dissidents and the right-
wing Radical Union, Stefanopoulos
headed a precarious government from
August 1965 to December 1966. Al-
though General Papagos had indicated
Stefanopoulos as his successor before
he died in 1955, King Paul overlooked
him and appointed the young and vig-
orous Minister of Public Works, Con-
stantine Karamanlis, to lead the gov-
ernment,

Philip Noel-Baker, 92, diplomat and
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, died
in London on October 8. Born Philip
Baker, he added his wife’s name to
his own in 1915 when he married
Irene Noel of Achmetaga in Euboea.
One of the largest remaining private
cstates in  Greece, Achmetaga was
originally acquired from the last
Ottoman pasha by a Noel cousin of
Lady Byron’s.

)
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PASOK: One Year Later

A Look at ‘The Change’
By Michael Skapinker

CTOBER ‘last year saw the elec-

tion of Greece’s first-ever Social-
ist government by a margin so convin-
cing that then-Prime Minister George
Rallis conceded defeat only twenty
minutes after the first results were
announced. In contrast, the picture
after voters went to the polls in na-
tion-wide municipal elections last
month was one of total confusion.
For days afterwards, newspaper com-
mentators and politicians juggled with
municipalities won, total votes col-
lected and percentages gained, with all
three major parties claiming victory.

Nevertheless, looking back on the
first electoral judgment on their one
year in power, the socialists could take
some satisfaction from the outcome,
While the position was complicated by
the tangled network of local alliances
contesting the elections, PASOK was
impressively ahead in the number of
municipalities and communities won,
The opposition countered that in
terms of total votes gained, PASOK
has lost as much as twelve percent of
its support in last year’s general elec-
tions. Even that, however, might well
have been worse. With so much less at
stake in local elections, a certain
amount of voter desertion to both the
left and the right was to be expected.
A sizeable number of the protest vo-
ters might well return to the fold if the
government were genuinely under
threat. Nevertheless, the warning signs
are clearly there. The strong showing
by the communists in particular is a
clear message that PASOK does not
have unlimited time to make good on
its promises of Allaghi, particularly in
the areas of the economy and foreign
affairs, where it has abandoned past
radical pledges of socialist economic
reforms and severance of ties with the
West.

Speaking to the Foreign Press
Association of Greece on October 19
after the first round of local election
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voting, Prime Minister Andreas Papan-
dreou insisted that the achievements
of his first year in oftice were impres-
sive. The national resistance against
the Nazis had been recognized, the law
providing for decentralized local gov-
ernment had been passed, reforms had
been instituted in the fields of educa-
tion and the trade union movement,
the voting age had been lowered to
eighteen and the preferential cross sys-
tem for parliamentary elections had
been abolished.

But PASOK’s greatest achieve-
ment over the past year, Mr. Papan-
dreou said, was something more in-
tangible. ‘It concerns what we call
the political climate,” he said, “It
concerns, in its essence, the relation-
ship between the state and the citizen.
Because perhaps the most important
thing that PASOK has to offer Greece
is to give a role to the citizen, an ac-
tive citizen, To give the Greek people
the opportunity, in a mature way and
with determination, to participate in
the public life of the country and to
mould the future progress of the
nation.” Mr. Papandreou could have
added another item to his list of
achievements: the close relationship
he has forged with President Kara-
manlis, Predictions of a clash between
the former political foes have so far
proved groundless.

Yet the question of how different
Greece is after a year of socialism
would have to receive the answer “not
very”. Despite Papandreou’s declared
war on red tape, the wheels of Greek
bureaucracy still move painfully slow-
ly. And although the government de-
serves credit for moving the Athens
pollution problem closer to the top of
its list of priorities, the notorious ne-
fos has shown itself to be impervious
to short-term measures. Parents still
feel it necessary to spend large sums of
money on sending their children to
private fromtistiria in an attempt to

improve on the appalling standard of
education their children receive in
state schools. And the hospitals are
still nothing short of a national dis-
grace.

PASOK counters that all these
problems were inherited from pre-
vious conservative governments, While
this is undoubtedly the case, the argu-
ment is not going to do PASOK candi-
dates much good if they’re still touting
it by the time the next parliamentary
elections come around. »

But it is perhaps in the area that
Papandreou refers to with the greatest
pride — the creation of a new poli-
tical climate — that he has been most
disappointing, Despite the talk of cre-
ating a more decentralized and grass-
roots form of socialism than Europe
has yet seen, the Prime Minister has
firmly demonstrated that his will be
the final word on all major decisions
and that no dissent by PASOK depu-
ties, however gently phrased, will be
tolerated. Two former ministers and
a parliamentary deputy have already
been dispatched to the political wilder-
ness for their criticisms,

The same could be said for the
government’s use of the state-con-
trolled radio and television networks,
which perhaps afford the best means
for .creating a new political climate.
News reports are undeniably more ob-
jective than they were under New De-
mocracy, with leaders of other politi-
cal parties now dutifully quoted and
occasionally given time for their own
broadcasts. However, both President
Constantine Karamanlis and the Prime
Minister are given excessive and fawn-
ing television coverage compared to
that granted to political leaders in any
other European democracy. As cover-
age of such events as the elections in
El Salvador and the Israeli invasion of
Lebanon indicate, the radio and tele-
vision networks are not above plugging
the government’s line in their decisions

15



Eugene Vanderpool

N Ly ‘&
\ Y‘ l £ '," A ] 3 !
Where it a]l began: Electzon eve PASOK mlly, 1981, Syntagma Square

on what to broadcast.

Of all the domestic issues, how-
ever, the government will probably
eventually stand or fall on the perfor-
mance of the economy. On this front,
the government has this year been buf-
feted by forces largely beyond its con-
trol. The international economic re-
cession has had its effect and the soc-
ialists inherited from New Democracy
a 2.5 billion dollar balance of pay-
ments deficit and an inflation rate
which had averaged 25 percent over
the last three years. Papandreou told
the foreign correspondents that he ex-
pected the balance of payments deficit
to drop to between 2 and 2.1 billion
dollars this year, and that inflation was
currently down to 20.2 percent.
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Nevertheless, if the Prime Minister
is correct in his assessment that the
world economic crisis will persist
throughout this and the next decade,
the prospects for Greece are unpromis-
ing. The country’s two biggest foreign
exchange earners, shipping and tour-
ism, are already both experiencing a
downward turn. But the most worry-
ing indicator is the unemployment fi-
gure, which has doubled to eight per-
cent over the past fifteen months.

If PASOK loses more ground to
the left, the government’s failure to
fulfil its pre-election foreign policy
promises will also have had its effect.
Despite  Papandreou’s  pre-election
sabre-rattling, Greece is still a fully-
participating member of both NATO

and the EEC. The government has so
far failed in its efforts to extract guar-
antees from the Western Alliance
against an attack by Turkey, and Pap-
andreou has now denied that he ever
demanded them in the first place.

On the European front, Greece
has submitted a memorandum to the
European Community demanding
what it calls a “special relationship”,
which would, in reality, merely entail
modifying some of the country’s ac-
cession arrangements, The govern-
ment is likely to receive sufficient con-
cessions, or to say it has, to justify
staying in the Community to its sup-
porters, particularly as Greece stands
to make a net gain of close to 700
million dollars from EEC funds this
year.

The present negotiations on the
American bases in Greece are also cru-
cial if Papandreou is to regain his
foreign affairs credibility. He has
made it clear that the bases will be al-
lowed to stay if certain conditions are
fulfilled, such as the granting of under-
takings by the Americans that Greek
military secrets will not be passed on
to Turkey and that the bases will not
be used for activities directed against
the Arab countries with which Greece
maintains close relations.

One area in which Papandreou has
achieved success in shoring up his left-
wing credentials has been over the Pal-
estinian issue. His granting of full dip-
lomatic status to the PLO and his con-
sistent support for the Palestinians
during the Israeli invasion of Lebanon
were gratefully recognized when Yas-
ser Arafat made Greece his first port
of call after being forced out of Beirut,

Embracing the Palestinian leader
on international television will not,
however, be sufficient to save Papan-
dreou if he cannot chalk up some so-
lid achievements on both the foreign
and domestic fronts over the months
ahead. But New Democracy predic-
tions that the government is about to
fall still remain little more than wish-
ful thinking. PASOK has an over-
whelming  parliamentary majority,
and three more years to prove itself
as the government of change.

Michael Skapinker is a freelance
foreign correspondent for Free Press
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Keeping the Party
Members in Line

Papandreou’s Personal Style of Discipline

By Paul Anastasi

THE Greek Socialist government’s
recent move to reform the elec-
toral law, as well as the significant in-
crease in the number of Prime Minis-
terial advisers and the dismissal of sev-
eral dissenting government members, is
leading to the conclusion that Premier
Andreas Papandreou is imposing per-
sonal control through an exhibition of
autocratic discipline which would be
regarded as unusual in any other West-
ern country. Yet, in the Greek con-
text, it is seen by many as perhaps the
only way of ensuring stability, and of
ultimately improving the country’s po-
litical development.

The' controversy around the issue
swelled when the  government
announced that it was abolishing the
“preferential cross” used in the elec-
tion system. The vote was previously
given to an individual candidate, and
was therefore seen as a major cause for
the notorious rousfeti system whereby
a politician would seek a voter’s sup-
port in return for favors granted. The
government argued that by abolishing
the preferential and ‘personalized’
cross, the electorate would henceforth
vote for a party and its principles,
rather than for the individual.

The  conservative  opposition,
however, quickly countered that des-
pite the implications of a qualitative
improvement in the voting system,the
new law was in fact designed to suit

Bill Reid
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Mr. Papandreou’s immediate needs.
Namely, to impose an iron discipline
over the party and forestall any splits
by making the deputies entirely de-
pendent on him for the order in which
he would place them on the party list
at the next elections. Adding fuel to
this criticism was the fact that the gov-
ernment also introduced a bill which
added another eighty advisers to Mr.
Papandreou’s immediate staff, thereby
reducing even further his dependence
on the cabinet, his parliamentary de-
puties, and the grass roots of the
party.

Apart from the opposition’s cri-
ticism, the most interesting develop-
ment resulting from the preferential
cross issue was the expulsion from the
Socialist Party of Aristides Bouloukos,
a parliamentary deputy who disagreed
with the decision. As on preceding oc-
casions, Mr, Papandreou refused to
accept his deputy’s declared decision
to vote against the bill, and had the
party’s disciplinary council expel him
on the ground that he was opposing
the basic principles of the govern-
ment’s program,

Mr. Bouloukos argued that abo-
lition of the preferential cross would
cut off the electorate from their local
representatives and thereby limit po-
pular participation, turning Greece
“from a parliamentary democracy to
a parliamentary oligarchy operating
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under a legalized cloak.” Upon his
expulsion from the party, Mr. Bou-
loukos charged that the development
“proved in the most categoric way
that there is no possibility of dialogue
or any right of disagreement within
PASOK.”

The most serious challenge to Mr.
Papandreou’s authority came early in
September when Stathis Panagoulis,
the Undersecretary of the Interior,
resigned from the government, protest-
ing that the party had abandoned most
of its radicial election promises on for-
eign and domestic policies.

He argued that there was no dem-
ocratic discussion within the party,
that the public administration had
come to a virtual standstill, that the
needs of the underprivileged were
being neglected in order to make con-
cessions to the economic establish-
ment, that PASOK’s basic foreign po-
licy platforms — most of which were
anti-West — had been abandoned, and
that the Prime Minister’s family was
exercising a disproportionate influence
on the country’s political life.

The Prime Minister reacted by
quickly expelling Mr. Panagoulis
from the party, accusing him of trea-
son and conspiracy against the govern-
ment, charges which were not substan-
tiated, The state-controlled radio and
television networks were also used to
press the view that Mr, Panagoulis was
deliberately undermining the govern-
ment, while statements in the Under-
secretary’s defense were not reported.

The sudden arrival in Greece from
Beirut of the PLO leader Yasser Ara-
fat helped draw public and party
attention away from the Panagoulis
case, and also served to placate the in-
creasingly critical left wing of the
party, whose grievances were apparent-
ly being expressed through Mr. Pana-
goulis, But Mr. Papandreou’s reaction
made it obvious that he is determined
to quell any criticism before it devel-
ops into a split of the sort which in
1965 overthrew the government of
his father, Prime Minister George Pap-
andreou, and ushered in a long period
of political instability in Greece,

Conservative politicians argue that
the socialist Prime Minister is imitating
the style of former right-wing Premier
and now President Constantine Kara-
manlis, who ruled Greece for fourteen
years thanks largely to an iron grip
over his deputies in a country which
had become notorious for its party
factionalism. They say this control is
made easier by the fact that, as under
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ST. LAWRENCE COLLEGE

The BRITISH School
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St. Lawrence College, the BRITISH international school
(K.G. to Upper VIth — Grade 13) which is RECOGNIZED as
having been LEGALLY established in Greece under the
Treaty of Rome, opened its fine new building in Beta Street
Elliniko, catering for Grades 4 to 8 thus completing the
British Prep. School range under the headmastership of Mr.
Richard Crook — with Mrs. Maureen Hares continuing in
charge of the Infant School next door.

In Paleo Psychico/Halandri, the needs of an expanding
population have been met by taking over the large ex—
Lykeon building a few hundred yards from the Halandri site
at No. 7, Streit Street, Filothei (Filothei Exit B).

In both sections, the small group teaching from early stages
to University level is first class and includes specialized work
for pupils of any age needing help with E.F.L, dyslexia, fre-
quent parental moves, etc. Sports facilities are yearly ex-
cellent in Glyfada and adequate in Psychico. The teaching
staff, many of those long tried, trusty and truly dedicated
battle companions of the present headmaster, have already
established a short but spectacular record of G.C.E. and
University entrance examinations — pupils having been ac-
cepted by ATHENS, Oxford, Cambridge, London, Bath,
Strathclyde, Southampton, Copenhagen and many fine
U.S.A. Universities.

The H.Q. at present is at 50, Aghiou Dimitriou (Tel. 671-
2748) where the headmaster and admissions officer, Mr.
R.J.O. Meyer, O.B.E. formerly of Milfield and Campion
Schools, will deal with enquiries at any time of night or
day. On 11th October, we started moving our H.Q. to no. 7
Streit Street, Filothei (681-2096). '

Headquarters at
50 Agiou Dimitriou, Paleo Psychico (671-2748)
and

7, Streit Street, Filothei (681-2096)
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Mr. Karamanlis, dissenting deputies
would seem to have little political
future without their charismatic lead-
er,

Mr. Panagoulis’ and Mr. Boulou-
kos’ criticism, and the treatment
accorded to them by the Prime Minis-
ter, were only the latest in a series of
such incidents. Last December, Mr.
Papandieou dismissed Foreign Affairs
Undersecretary Asimakis Fotilas for
failing to disassociate Greece from
Common Market criticism of develop-
ments in Poland, then reinstated him
in a different post in July.

Mr. Papandreou in June also ex-
pelled his former Defense Under-
secretary from the party, for much
milder criticism than that voiced by
Mr. Panagoulis, In the preceding
months he forced the resignation of
his Minister of Finance and removed
his Minister of Economic Coordin-
ation, who at the time was his second
in the party hierarchy. In the years
when he had been leader of the oppo-
sition, Mr. Papandreou also expelled
hundreds of party members on the
ground that they were guilty of right
or left wing deviationism, In most
cases their criticism in fact concerned
his allegedly authoritarian method of
running the party.

Mr. Panagoulis’ dismissal, how-
ever, brought forth the sharpest criti-
cism yet of the Prime Minister’s single-
handed style of government. Former
Foreign Minister Constantine Mitso-
takis, who is now Parliamentary
spokesman for the opposition Conser-
vative Party, described the Prime Mini-
ster as ‘“‘anti-democratic and despotic,
the czar and sultan of the socialist
party,” He added: “Mr. Papandreou
is suspicious, not trusting anyone
around him. He doesn’t trust or re-
spect his colleagues, but on the con-
trary scorns them. People who believe
in freedom cannot stay with him for
very long.”

Mr. Mitsotakis predicted that the
government will soon collapse due to
the disaffection generated by the
Prime Minister’s dismissal of his col-
leagues. However, there is little evi-
dence yet of this materializing. Mr.
Papandreou’s party maintains an over-
whelming majority in Parliament, and
no group of deputies appears capable
of generating political appeal if iso-
lated from him.

Poul Anastasi is head of Free Press, an
independent news and photo group.
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INTERVIEW

Public Works

Haris Livas

Minister of Public Works, Akis Tsoha-
tzopoulos, is thought to be one of
Prime Minister Papandreou’s closest as-
sociates, a trusted advisor who often
accompanies him on key foreign trips.
Tsohatzopoulos, 42, was born in
Athens and studied economic engin-
eering in Munich. Joining Papan-
dreou’s party abroad during the junta,
deprived of his citizenship in absentia,
he became a member of PASOK’s Cen-
tral Committee on his return in 1974.

B *

Livas: Some time ago you said the
government intended to put a check
on all public and private buildings and
the materials used therein. You said
the system would be worked out by
summer and put into operation in the
fall. Just how will this work?
Tsohatzopoulos: By November we
plan to have this system working. It is
based on cooperation between all the
different groups involved in construc-
tion — the civil engineers, contrac-
tors, electricians, etc. 'We intend to
check both the method of construc-
tion and the quality of material used
in construction. We want to apply
new technology and we want the same
system of binding terms in operation
here as is in effect in other countries
like Germany or the United States.
The State will check the construction
plans and check the materials and their
costs. Whether it’s a dam or a street
or a building we want to know the
exact costs and we are going to have a
committee that will meet every six
months composed of consultants and
technical representatives and they will
fix the prices for building materials.
People will not be able to sell materials
at whatever cost they wish. This sy-
stem is supposed to be in effect right
now, but there is only one person as-
signed to its operation, so naturally
many infractions take place. Now all
the ministries will cooperate with this
new committee, Our final goal will be
to arrive at a quality situation signi-
ficantly better than today. If we can
control quality and costs, we’ll be
aiding the national economy.

Livas: Are you going to be able to
eliminate graft? Can you say that
the awarding of contracts now is not
a matter of how much influence
(“‘meson’’) one has?

Tsohatzopoulos: Both in the Ministry
of the Environment and in this Mini-

stry, there have been significant organ- -

izational changes based on Law 1232
introduced by Minister Koutsoyiorgas,
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in which Secretary Generals were dis-
missed and responsibilities passed on
to those underneath them. One goal
was to eliminate graft, I believe that at
least we’ve improved to a considerable
degree. Circulars have been sent out
to all concerned, so the “envelopes”
you were talking about are minimized.
Livas: What Arab countries have
shown an interest in cooperating on
public works and how much are they
willing to invest?

Tsohatzopoulos: The organization of
those investments is a government re-
sponsibility and carried out on a gov-
ernment level with the Arab world.
We’ve already signed an agreement
with Algeria in which Greek tech-
nology will organize the construction
of 10,000 houses there. This project
has already begun. Yesterday our
team left and in three months the
master plan will be ready. In addition,
to the houses; we’re going to cooper-
ate on roads and dams also. We’ve also
had proposals from Iraq, Saudia
Arabia and Kuwait about technolo-
gical cooperation. The projects will
take place in these respective coun-
tries and the Arabs will pay for Greek
technical aid.

Livas: How many Greeks are going to
find employment in the Algerian pro-
ject?

Tsohatzopoulos: We’ll see as the
project advances how many people
we’ll need. The technology will
come from the Greek side; the wor-
kers will be Algerian, However, for
the houses alone, about twenty
Planning Offices are now working
on the project and each of these has
from six to eight personnel. Then the
construction companies will take
over, each of which employs some
200-300 people. So some 500-800
Greeks will be employed on the pro-
ject,

Livas: So much money has been spent
on studies for the Metro — billions of
drachmas — and mostly paid to foreign
consultants, Where will all this end?
And what’s going on with the new air-
port? :
Tsohatzopoulos: Still another study is
now underway — but at least this time
it’s being done by Greeks. We have all
the statistics, now we have to examine
these two projects, plus the road net-
work and projects like the Rion-Antir-
ion bridge, from the technical, econo-
mic and political point of view. It
would be irresponsible to take over the
projects of the former government
without re-examining them, For some

of them, it might be better not to start.
For example, the Metro would cost 70
billion drachmas. This is two thirds
of the entire budget for the Public
Investment program for a year — we
are allotted 125 billion a year. What-
ever the committee decides — and we
expect the decision in October — will
be included in the Five-Year-Plan for
1983-1987. :

Livas: But the ground work has al-
ready started at the airport, hasn’t it?

Tsohatzopoulos: We are proceeding,
but at a very slow rate — until the re-
sults of the study are ready.

Livas: How is the project for the bio-
logical purification of sewage in
Athens proceeding?

Tsohatzopoulos: There will be a plant
at Psittalia, which is a little island off
Keratsini. The sewage from Athens
will be piped from Keratsini to the is-
land for purification, In Metamor-
phosis there will be another plant for
the northern suburbs, and in Eleusis,
still another smaller unit. Soon all the
sewage problems of Athens will be
solved, but we are not content to stop
there — we want the problems solved
for all of Greece. So work is already
in progress in Salonika and Volos and
by 1984, there will be a plant on the
Axios River,

Livas: You’ve mentioned cooperation
between the public and private sector
as a necessity. Can you name some
specific projects where this is feasible?

Tsohatzopoulos: Algeria is a good ex-
ample. The government will establish
the “rules of the game,” then the pri-
vate sector will complete the project.
But we believe in this kind of cooper-
ation for all projects.

Livas: There is said to be a “troika™
in the cabinet, of three ministers who
wield the most influence. You are said
to be a member. [The others are
Minister of the Interior Gennimatas
and Minister to the Presidency Koutso-
yiorgas, with Under Minister of
Foreign Affairs Papoulias also influen-
tial.] Is this “troika’s” influence due
mainly to personal friendship between
you three and the Prime Minister? Do
you coordinate any of your efforts at
persuasion?

Tsohatzopoulos: Since 1974 I have
been on the Executive Committee of
the Party — the only one continuously
on that committee, Perhaps that is the
reason such rumors circulate, Of the
Ministers, Gennimatas and Laliotis are
also on the Executive Committee — or
Political Bureau, you might call it —
and thus we have more chances to
work directly with the Prime Minister,
I am also a member of KYSYM [ Gov-
emnmental Council]. But the work of
PASOK is not based on individual in-
fluence; we work collectively, We are
an organ — we all can contribute
ideas and find solutions,
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How Greece
Lost Its Marbles

The Saga of Lord Elgin

By Brenda Marder

Lord Elgin, about 1785 (from a drawing in the British Museum)
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HE story of Lord Elgin and the

marbles of the Parthenon is the
saga of a man with a fixed idea. Since
his school days he had a passionate in-
terest in ancient sculpture and archi-
tecture, and later, while restoring his
family seat, Broombhall, in the neo-
classical style, he was introduced to
recent changes in taste which dictated
that the finest examples of ancient art
were to be found not in Italy but in
Greece. It became Elgin’s desire to
educate and even transform public
taste in Britain.

When he was offered the post of
ambassador to Constantinople, Elgin
accepted this position which he could
ill-afford, because of the opportunity
it would give him to study the anti-
quities of Athens, but Elgin’s passion
for ancient art, however, grew quickly
from the level of scholarly study to a
massive act o fdespoilation.

Born Thomas Bruce in 1766, in-
heriting the earldom at the age of five,
Elgin entered the diplomatic service in
1790 and went to Constantinople in
1799. At this time, he presented a
proposal to the British government re-
questing funds to make drawings and
casts of the monuments of Athens
which was under Turkish occupation
at this time. Receiving no encourage-
ment, he decided to proceed on his
own. Stopping in Sicily en route to
his post in Constantinople, he engaged
the services of the Neopolitan painter,
Giovanni Batista Lucieri. Meanwhile
Elgin’s private secretary, William Rich-
ard Hamilton, signed on a Tartar figure
painter, two architects, and two moul-
ders in Rome.

In 1800, when Lucieri’s ambitious
group reached Athens, they found a
small and squalid village totally lacking
in amenities, At this time, the Par-
thenon, which had served as a Christ-
ian church for over a thousand years,
as a mosque for another two hundred,
and which had been blown up by the
Venetian general Francesco Morosini
over a century earlier, was merely a
splendid ruin around which Turkish
houses sprang up helter-skelter. Over
the years, stone-robbers, lime-burners,
curio-hunters and religious fanatics
had vandalized the statues. The Brit-
ish Museum claims assiduously that
but for the intervention of Lord Elgin,
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it is probable that many of the sculp-
tures would have perished or been
damaged beyond recognition.

To add to the discomfit of Elgin’s
crew, the Turks demanded large pay-
ment from them for the privilege of
working on the Acropolis and limited
their activities to drawing. The ma-
king of casts meant the erection of
scaffolding which the Turks feared
would give the Christians a bird’s-eye
view of their women in the neigh-
boring courtyards.

Philip Hunt, the Embassy Chap-
lain in Constantinople, had bigger
ideas. To continue the work in an
efficient way, he advised Elgin to
apply for a firman (permission) from
the highest authority for the “liberty
to take away any sculptures or inscrip-
tions which did not interfere with the
works or walls of the Citadel”. Elgin
had come a long way from his original
request to draw and make casts of the
Parthenon adornments.

Lord Elgin undertook negoti-
ations with the Sublime Porte to
achieve the extended goals. He was
convinced that the removal of the
sculptures would ensure their survival
since they were being mutilated by
the hand of time and man. The nego-
tiations bore fruit, and Elgin entrusted
Lucieri to detach the sculptures while
the rest of the team continued with
the job of casting,

Thus, from July 1801 to the be-
ginning of 1804 the crew, like a task
force of ants, swarmed all over the hill
working feverishly. Curiously, Lord
Elgin had never set foot in Greece
until April 1802, when he came to see
the work and travel through the
country that had inspired him.

The Elgin Marbles, as they soon
came to be known, were lifted from
three sources on the Acropolis: those
gathered up from the ground where
they had fallen; those taken from later
structures into which they had been
incorporated; and those dismantled
mostly from the Parthenon itself, Des-
pite Lucieri’s care, damage was done to
the structure in the process. The Brit-
ish Museum records this statistic: “Of
the original 524 feet of the frieze, 247
had been taken; of the 92 metopes,
14; 0 fthe pedimental figures, 17.” All
of these are displayed in the Museum,
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" From the Parthenon, Lucieri’s enthu-

siasm spread to other structures on the
Acropolis. He removed, on Elgin’s be-
half, a Caryatid and one column from
the Erectheum, four slabs of the frieze
of the Temple of Victory, the statue
of Dionysus from the monument of
Thrasyllus standing above the Theater
of Dionysus. He also took a number
of Greek reliefs and fragments from
Mycenae. Furthermore, moulds had
been taken from an enormous quan-
tity of sculptures, as a record for pos-
terity.

Now came the gigantic problem of
shipping the prize to England. The
first shipment went to Alexandria in
1801 to be transshipped and another
consignment followed in 1802 carried
by the brig Mentor, purchased by the
determined Elgin especially for moving
the marbles. On a subsequent voyage,
however, the Mentor, sailing from
Piraeus, was wrecked off the island of
Kythera and her cargo of seventeen
cases slipped to the bottom of the sea.
At enormous cost, Elgin hired a sal-
vage crew that took four years to re-
trieve the treasures from the depths
and get them to London. By 1804,
most of the marbles had arrived in

* England. But the drama had not yet

ended. Forty cases were held up on
the waterfront at Piraeus when Great
Britain declared war on the Ottoman
Empire in 1807. The goods were final-
ly released in 1809, and two years
later they were integrated into the
main body o fthe collection.

The marbles for a long period
were shifted from place to place, At
first, Lord Elgin rented a house on the
comer of Park Lane and Piccadilly,
where he built a shed to store them.
In 1807, selected people were given
permission to see them.

Above: The West Pediment of the Par-
thenon in 1674 (from a drawing by
Jacques Carrey, in the Bibliotheque
Nationale, Paris) Below: The Parthe-
non destroyed, 1687

It had always been evident to El-
gin that he could not afford to keep or
maintain the marbles and that the
government should assume the respon-
sibility. In 1811, the government
turned down his offer to receive them
at the price (62,440 pounds) Elgin had
proposed. That same year they were
moved to a shed on the property of
the Duke ofDevonshire called Burling-
ton House. In 1815, Elgin again
offered the marbles to the govern-
ment, this time asking 73,600 pounds,
the amount that he had, in fact, spent.
Parliament eventually fixed the value
of the marbles at 35,000 pounds, an
offer which Elgin was obliged to
accept. The marbles were transferred
to storage in the British Museum, and
in 1817 an Elgin Room was opened to
the public. For the rest of his life,
Elgin was obliged to live in France to
escape his creditors, and he died in ab-
ject poverty in Paris in 1841. It was
not until 1875 that his family was able
to pay off his enormous debts.

Brenda Marder is Book Editor of The
Athenian and Assistant Director of the
University of LaVerne.
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Mercourial Marbles

Melina Puts On the Pressure

By Leonidas Stokes

NTERNATIONALLY acclaimed

actress and Minister of Culture
Melina Mercouri intends to continue
her international campaign to get back
the Elgin Marbles, despite Britain’s ne-
gative response so far,

“The struggle for the return of the
Elgin Marbles from Britain to their
Athenian home will continue una-
bated,” she said in a recent telephone
interview. “The demands of the Greek
people on this important issue will be
made heard in every country of the
world,” To this end, she explained,
a specific plan of action is already
underway.

Mercouri, whose demands for the
return of the marbles were recently
dismissed by the current Lord Elgin
as “idiotic”’, has reacted to London’s
refusal to return the antiquities by
announcing a campaign for new sup-
port within Britain itself. She said a
committee composed exclusively of
British public figures is being formed
to press for the repatriation of the
antiquities, which were taken from
atop the Acropolis at the start of the
nineteenth century by Lord Elgin,

then Ambassador to the Ottoman
Empire.
“For the Greeks, the repatri-

ation of the so-called Elgin Marbles,
which we insist on calling the Acropo-
lis Marbles, is a matter of life and
death, since it concerns our nation’s

© cultural heritage,” says the famous

film star, who still retains much of
the magnetism she exhibited on the
screen.

“If necessary, the case will be
taken before British Law Courts. We
hope they won’t make it necessary for
us to resort to that.”

Mercouri has suddenly upgraded
her campaign, at a time when it was
felt that she was giving up due to the
British ~ government’s  intransigent
stand. However, a series of relatively
successful moves on international for-
ums have given new ballast to her sails.
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The UNESCO Conference of Cul-
ture Ministers held in Mexico in Au-
gust voted overwhelmingly in favor of
the repatriation of the Elgin Marbles.
Countries which voted against were
members of the EEC and the Scandin-
avian nations, obviously a reflection
of the West’s fears that a precedent
would be created. In September,
when the same issue was debated in
the European Parliament, the Greek
proposal was defeated by a narrow ten
vote margin., Mercouri had then coun-
tered: “Ten people deny us the right
to our cultural heritage, while forty-
four countries (the UNESCO vote)
recognize that the Acropolis Marbles
belong to us. Therefore, we cannot
be disappointed or give up. We will
continue the effort until these marbles
return to the place they belong and

which created them.”
Mercouri has been very outspoken

in the past, describing the removal of
the marbles as ‘“vandalism and bar-
barism.” Paul Channon, British Mini-
ster responsible for the Arts, has re-
jected the Greek request, saying at
the UNESCO conference in Mexico
that his government did not have juris-
diction to interfere in the affairs of a
private establishment such as the Bri-
tish Museum.

Lord Avon meanwhile, reacting in
the British House of Lords as the gov-
ernment’s Environment spokesman,
said that Lord Elgin had in fact saved
the marbles from irretrievable damage.
He said that the marbles, if shipped to
Greece, would suffer from the atmos-
pheric pollution plaguing antiquities
here. The present Lord Elgin, in his
letter to the Daily Telegraph where he
described the Greek campaign as “idio-
tic’’, does concede, however, that he
has not dared return to Greece since
he was a child. “I’'m not taking the
issue as seriously as the Greeks, but I

.still prefer to travel under the safe

family name of Bruce,” he said. “For
now I’'m known in Greece as the

wicked Elgin.”

Such scorn and criticism does not
put Mercouri off. “When we talk
about the return of the Acropolis
Marbles, we are talking about the de-
mands of the Greek people as a whole
and, I believe, of all the nation’s poli-
tical parties, from the conservatives to
the communists,” she says. “That’s
why [ believe Britain will just have to
give in eventually. And the vote in
favor of Greece by British Labour
Eurodeputies, headed by former Mini-
ster Barbara Castle, is very encouraging
indeed.”

Asked why such emphasis has
been placed on the return of the Elgin
Marbles and not, for instance, on the
return of the Venus de Milo, housed in
Paris’ Louvre Museum, Mercouri was
quick to point out that Greece does
not want the return of all Greek anti-
quities held in museums abroad. “We
are not asking for all our treasures
back, we only want the severed part of
our most revered national monument,
the Parthenon. For it is not only the
greatest living monument from the
Golden Age of Pericles, it is also the
jewel of Athens and the symbol of
Greece.” _

Mercouri was careful to respond
with specific arguments to Lord
Avon’s criticism of the atmospheric
pollution problem which has caused
severe damage to antiquities in Athens.
“The excellent work being done on
the Acropolis now proves that we
really care about our heritage, and that
we have the means to protect and pre-
serve our antiquities,” she says, adding
with a touch of sarcasm: “I’'m deligh-
ted that Lord Avon is interested in the
safety of the Acropolis Marbles, since
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safety was not among Lord Elgin’s
priorities, For the first shipment was
tragically lost at sea,” not strictly true
since the cargo of marbles was sal-
vaged.

The Minister, who rose to fame
after becoming widely known for her
lead role in the hit film “Never on
Sunday,” said the plundering of the
Acropolis Monuments by the British
Lord, who then proceeded to sell
them to the British Museum in Lon-
don for thirty-five thousand pounds,
“was worse than the Nazi pillaging of
works of art in Europe during the
Second World War.”

“Greece has the same right to

demand the Acropolis Marbles back as
the French and others did over their
treasures taken by Germany, especially
since Greece was not in a state ofwar
with Britain at the time,” she says.
The Culture Minister’'s demands
for the return of the ancient Greek an-
tiquities held in the Louvre was in
effect rejected by the French govern-
ment earlier this year, despite the good
relations between the two socialist gov-
ernments, compelling Mercouri to con-
centrate on her demands for the return
of the Acropolis Marbles. Paris’ de-
cision was taken upon the advice of
French archaeologists and museum of-
ficials, who argued that the antiquities

are too fragile to travel, even though
the occasion was to be just for a tem-
porary exhibition in Greece.

The main Greek antiquities in
France are the Venus de Milo and the
Nike of Samothrace winged statue,
both considered to be among ancient
Greece’s foremost sculptures. The
United States, Germany, and Italy are
prominent examples of other countries
which have significant collections of
Greek antiquities in their own mu-
seums,

Leonidas Stokes is a staff member of
Free Press, an independent news and
photo group,

‘‘Phidian Freaks ...Maimed Antiques”’

Despite the many cogent arguments on the part of
Lord Elgin and his supporters that the despoilation of
the Acropolis was really an attempt to preserve these
masterpieces of ancient art from war, vandalism, ignoz-
ance and neglect, the Elgin Marbles became a center of
controversy from the moment they began being dis-
mantled from the Acropolis.

In 1801, the traveler and antiquarian, Edward
Clarke, was present while a metope was being lowered
from the Parthenon: ., . . but when the workmen en-
deavoring to give it a position adapted to the projected
line of descent, a part of the adjoining masonry was
loosened by the machinery, and down came the fine
masses of Pendelic marble, scattering their white frag-
ments with thundering noise among the ruins . . .
Looking up, we saw with regret the gap that had been
made, which all the ambassadors of the earth . . . will
never again repair.”

Another witness was the artist Edward Dodwell:
“During my first tour to Greece I had the inexpressible
mortification of being present when the Parthenon was
despoiled of its finest sculptures, and when some of its
architectural members were thrown to the ground.”

In 1807, when the marbles were first exhibited to
the public in a shed off Piccadilly, the controversy
grew into a storm, The most vehement of the critics
was Lord Byron who examined the sculptures that
year. Like many critics, Byron at first was uncertain as
to the quality of the marbles and thought the enter-
prise a gigantic folly “wasting thousands on , . , Phidian
freaks, misshapen monuments and maimed antiques.”

Two years later, however, when Byron was in Ath-
ens and first saw the devastation with his own eyes, his
satire turned to outrage. In comparing him to Alaric,
who sacked Athens in antiquity, Byron found Elgin’s
deeds worse:

So when the Lion quits his fell repast,

Next prowls the Wolf, the filthy jackel last:

Flesh, limbs and blood the former make their own,

The last poor brute securely gnaws the bone.

Byron continued the onslaught in Childe Harold
with a virulent personal attack, adding in a note that he
did so for no other reason but that “I have an early
prepossession in favour of Greece,” Written in 1810,
this was one of the first statements suggesting that mo-
dern Greeks might have an interest or concern in the

matter,

Six years later, as the issue of the purchase of the
marbles was being discussed in Parliament, a leading
member of the Select Committee, Hugh Hammersley,
proposed the following amendment:

This committee therefore feels justified, under the particu-
lar circumstances of the case, in recommending that one
hundred and twenty five thousand pounds be offered to the
Earl of Elgin for the collection in order to recover and keep
it together for that government from which it has been
improperly taken, and to which this committee is of the
opinion that a communication should be immediately
made, stating that Great Britain holds these marbles only in
trust till they are demanded by the present, or any future,
possessors of the city of Athens; and upon such demand,
engages, without guestion or negotiation, to restore them,
as far as can be effected to the places from whence they
were taken, and that they shall be in the meantime care-
fully preserved in the British Museum,

The Hammersley proposal was defeated, but it poli-
ticized the controversy, and so it has remained.

In 1821 Byron wrote: “I opposed, and will ever
oppose, the robbery of the ruins of Athens, to instruct
the English in sculpture (Who are as capable of sculp-
ture as the Egyptians are of skating); but why did I do
so? The ruins are as poetical in Piccadilly as they were
in the Parthenon; but the Parthenon and its rock are
less so without them,”

In 1891, an article in a periodical supporting the
official British position questioned the claim to the
marbles of “the mixed little population which now
lives upon the ruins of Greece’” and drew a stinging re-
buke from the poet Cavafy. In 1924, Sir Harold Ni-
colson suggested to his superiors at the Foreign Office
that returning just one of the marbles, the Caryatid
from the Erechtheum, might be a fine gesture of
friendship, but the appeal fell on deaf ears.

In compensation for the marbles, Lord Elgin gave a
clock to the city of Athens which was placed in a high
tower near Hadrian’s Library, The clock was destroyed
in a fire in 1885. It was suggested recently that, if and
when the Elgin Marbles are returned, it would be a fine
and appropriate gesture of friendship on the part of
Greece to present the City of Westminster with a hand-
some clock to replace Big Ben.

Sloane Elliot
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Rembetika:

Those were the Days . . .

By Adrianne Calfo

T is like tracing footsteps in the

snow”, says Spiros Papaioannou,
the producer of Rembetiko Tragoudsi,
a half-hour of rembetika music and
history on ERT’s second program
every Thursday evening at 7:05 pm.
He devotes over thirty hours a week to
researching material for the show,
Pictures of Piraeus in the 1920s and
30s cover his walls and desk, showing
near-empty expanses of land, stretches
of sea and a coastline dotted with
shanty settlements. “Trying to re-
trace the world of rembetika,” says
Mr. Papaioannou, “is difficult; one is
never sure where the truth lies in these
documents of Piraeus at the turn of
the century. Who were these people,
what was their city ... ?”

Constantinople, Smyrna, Bursa,
these were Turkish cities with large
Greek communities in the early 1900s.
Here, in small cafes known as Cafe
Aman\i, amateur singing groups, gyp-
sies, and traveling entertainers per-
formed at the back, where there was
an empty space left for them. The
songs were spontaneous and the words
improvised as the singer went along,

murmuring aman, aman, to give him-
self time to invent. Amanes were
simple verse songs, in the form of a
dialogue with free verse rhythms and
melody, the music accompanied by a
lute called the laouto or oud. This
music may have been the beginning of
rembetika, an expression of the
afflicted speaking of their pain in a
language both moving and direct:
“Everywhere is darkness my angel/
only in your grave do I see light”
“This is a lament sung by a mother in
Constantinople who has lost her son to
starvation”, says Mr. Papaioannou as
he flicks off the tape recorder. ““There
are uncanny similarities in rhythm and
melody with certain blues songs from
New Orleans and these short laments
that came from Turkey” he offers.
“Sorrow surpasses the barriers of
language.”

A flood of immigrants poured
into Athens and Piracus after the
population exchanges following the
Greek-Turkish conflict of 1922. These
refugees, most of whom had lost
everything they owned, tried to re-
create communities similar to those

The Rebel’s Song

they had left behind, bringing their
music with them. Living on the edge
of society, competing with fellow im-
migrants for low-paid jobs, and ex-
periencing pangs of constant humilia-
tion, some took refuge in the tekes
(cafes) where they smoked the sweet
smelling drug, hashish, and forgot
themselves "in reveries of song: ‘I
came into the teke/To smoke a nar-
ghile/To smoke and blow my mind/
And forget the bitterness/In all this
darkness/I feel fine when I'm stoned.”
(Tsitsanis, 1944, The Dew). The mu-
sicians as they played, shared the nar-
ghile, a large pipe used specifically
for smoking hashish. ‘
Pre-World War I rembetika was
the song of the wronged man, haunted
and dejected, speaking his hurt with
stubborn pride. It was also the secret
language of the hashish smokers who
were often persecuted by the police,
The drug, though legal in Turkey, was
banned in Greece, and it was in prison
that many of the first rembetika songs
were composed. They expressed a

taunting defiance of all authority and
spoke of a general distrust of poli-

8. &

A group of rembetes and refugees in the fish market at Piraeus in 193 7( from “Road to Rembetzka” by Gail Holst/
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tical figures. The Pickpockets, by
Papazoglou, written in 1934, shows an
attitude to life and the police that was
common to most rembetes: “Down in
Lemonathika there was a rumpus./
They caught two pickpockets and they
acted innocent./They put the cuffs on
them and took them to the clink/And
if they don’t find the loot, they’ll be
beaten up./Mr. Policeman don’t beat
us because you know very well/This is
our job, and don’t expect any bribes,/
We pinch wallets and purses so the jail
doors/Can see us nice and regular in-
side./Death doesn’t scare us because
we find a bit of cash/And we know
how to have a good time,”’

The word rembetes may have
come from the Turkish word rembet,
or rebet, meaning outlaw, the music
directly tied to the world it expressed,
the world of the mangas, the prosti-
tutes, the ever-denied.

His life was hard and exhausting
by day, usually spent doing manual
labour, and full of music and women
by night. He was, like the Karaghiozi,
a man continually at the mercy of cir-
cumstance, or fate. There is a good
deal of humor and pride in the
mangas’ brushes with authority; they
half-encouraged police to beat them so
they could talk about it afterwards,
using their wounds as further proof of
their separateness from a society
which would have no part of them.

Markos Vamvarakis was the arche-
typical rembete, and considered by
many as the father of rembetika, By
the age of fifteen he had left the island
of Syros, where he was born, and went
to Piraeus where he mixed with pimps,
gamblers and prostitutes, and enjoyed
the pleasures of hashish. He was kept
by an older prostitute, worked in the
docks by day, and listened to music in
the tekes at night. His life was split
between jail and the tekes where he
made his music, and there, in the
rough, rasping voice typical of a rem-
bete, he composed such classics as
Years in Piraeus: Years in Troumba/
Mangas and street boy./See you find
out what I'm like/Before you take
me on./Years in Piraeus/Mangas and
street boy./I'm a clever lad|And I
play the bouzouki/The whole world
loves me/Because I'm from Syros . . . / :
Everyone admires me because I'm a
mangas and I'm smart . .. "’
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The manges were contradictory,
their attitudes toward women and vio-
lence ambivalent. They both admired
and feared the independence of the
women with whom they associated,
usually prostitutes who made their
own living and were free to leave their
men as they pleased. Markos Vamvar-
akis’ song, Ah! You bitch expresses
some of the jealousy and anger that
was in many of the songs: “Ah! you
bitch/You wound me so much/You
make a slave of me with your tricks.”
Although violence, when it was abso-
lute, was admired, the mangas did not
make it a way of life. It is said that a
mangas did not drink alcohol because
it made him want to fight, while the
tekes, full of music and hashish gave
him peace. Many carried knives and
brass knuckles and did not shy from
using either when they felt them-
selves wronged or trapped, but they
despised the ‘pretender’: “You,
there, mangas, if you're going to use
your knife/You need to have a soul,
a heart to take it out./Those things
don’t go down with me, so hide your
sword/Go somewhere else, show off
and do your bragging . . .”’ (Show-Off
by Artemis).

After the war, songs about hashish
and the manges’ lifestyle virtually dis-
appeared. Instead, softer lyrics of love
and yearning became popular, Rembe-
tika was now an accepted music, and
singers like Tsitsanis, Zambetas and
Marinella made it more popular.
Theodorakis, Hadzidakis and Savo-
poulos began to wuse rembetika
rhythms and melodies to develop their
own music and express intellectual
political views through the simple,
gutteral sounds of pre-war rembetika,
The music, as it was in its beginning,
was changing, mixing with European
melodies and rhythms. In Road to
Rembetika, Gail Holst expresses some
uncertainty as to what will become of
the music, hinting that much of the
then current rembetika revival might
die out as a fad.

Four years have passed and it
seems that rembetika, rather than
fading, is becoming increasingly popu-
lar, Holst herself, having just com-
pleted a documentary film on rem-
betika, says her views have changed.
“There are many groups of young mu-
sicians seriously devoted to studying

and playing the music. While we were
filming we found groups in Sydney,
New York, Athens . , . and there are
more,” To hear rembetika as it was
played before the war requires a good
amount of persistence and patience.
“Unless you find an old rembete who
will take you to his home and play
for you I doubt you’ll hear it as it was
done in Piraeus before the war”, says
Gail. “Rembetika is an atmospheric
music, and the atmosphere, the living
conditions, everything that made rem-
betika, have changed.”

Spiros Papaioannou closes two
thick books. One is a doctor’s mem-
oirs from the 1930s in which he de-
scribes the sick who come to him in
the hundreds from Piraeus, as “a for-
saken people who sing to themselves.”
Another book is a collection of Greek
magazines from the period. He says he
has already put in five hours at the
studio for his show Thursday and still
has not completed the task. “It’s like
tracing footsteps in the snow . ..”" he
repeats, He is committed to these
people, the world that produced rem-
betika, ““What is it in the music that
still appeals to modern listeners?” I
ask. “Perhaps it is the rembete’s abili-
ty to remain on the fringes of soci-
ety”, he answers, Someone else has re-
marked that a rembete would not be
able to survive today. ‘‘He would be
forced to take a position, either to
conform or go over totally into
crime.” Perhaps this is true. In an age
when technology forces the individual
spirit into many compromises, it is not
surprising that the rough, melancholy
protest of rembetika still holds the
magic ofillusive joy:

Come Little One

Come, little one, let’s leave
And go to another place
Where everything is beautiful
And it is always summer time.

We’ll live without fighting
Like two crazy little birds
With joy we‘ll wipe out bitterness
And poison from our lives.
— Tstitsanis, 1938

Adrianne Calfo is an unemployed rebel
looking for a cause,
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The Swansong
of the Mangas

Those Were the Days . . .
By B. Samantha Stenzel

Thanassis Athanassiou, “The Teacher”

“What [ have here”, Thanassis said, as he made a
sweeping gesture to indicate the courtyard of his island
house, “is a little piece of paradise.” Thanassis, better
known as “The Teacher”, who was seventy this year, is
one of the drop-outs from the commercial rembetic scene.
He lives quietly on the island of Aegina, where he makes
instruments, such as baglarnas from coconuts, and gives a
few lessons on the baglama and bouzouki. His house is a
small museum of musical instruments and memorabilia, In
the evenings, he often takes an instrument down from the
wall, puts on his old ‘“Republican” hat and strums away
looking like the authentic rembetist he is. He grew up in
Piraeus and first heard rembetica in the neighborhood of
Troumba, one of the famous areas where many rembetic
musicians got their start. “There I went to the University.
Oh, not the school, but the practical University of Life,
where [ learned everything.”” When he was thirteen he
found a broken guitar in the garbage, and fixed it up and
started to teach himself to play. He heard the quartet of
the greatest bouzouki players of that era, Markos, Batis,
Stratos and Artemis, playing in a taverna. ‘“‘From that
time on, I wanted a bouzouki but it was difficult to get
them because they were only made in jails,”” After he
finished with the army, he finally got a bouzouki and
went to work playing it in Troumba. “In 1940, the war
started and there were many ugly things that happened.
You could be locked up in jail for being suspected as a
Communist and there was no work. So many people
died,” he related sadly. “So I got work on the boats and
traveled around to different places taking my baglama
and bouzouki with me., I ended up in the Greek sections
in New York City,” He made his home in the United
States for twenty-five years. He played at many of the
clubs such as The Kephesia in New Y ork City and then for
three years in Chicago along with his friend Yiannis “the
Tall” Papaionnou, and they made quite a name for them-
selves. But when Thanassis returned to New York from
Chicago, he didn’t want to play in the clubs anymore.
“They had become too noisy”, he recalls. ‘“People
wanted to eat and gab and didn’t listen to the music.” He
found an apartment in Greenwich Village and started
making instruments and giving lessons. He never went
back to play in the clubs, not even when he returned to
Greece in 1970. Thanassis continues to write songs and
has written forty-five of them as well as playing in a
number of records. He says, emphatically, “Most of the
music written today is trash and will only last a few days
or months. The rembetica epoch is gone because the fekes
and manges are gone. It is impossible to write rembetica
music now and impossible for the young musicians to play
the music properly. As for the clubs, they are a dis-
grace. The people go there and break plates now. A man-
gas would never break plates. And why should they
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charge four hundred drachmas for a drink? I love rembe-
tic music as much as I ever have and I’ll keep on playing,
but the people running the clubs are all connivers. What
do I need now? Only a bed to sleep on, a little money in
order to eat and a few friends to drink a glass of wine with
at night. A man is born to live, not to become rich.”

Yiorgos Mouflouzelis

When Yiorgos Mouflouzelis plays his baglamathaki
and his gravelly voice growls out the words to The School,
one of the most famous of the one hundred songs he has
written, his audiences sing along and chuckle at his off-
hand remarks, made in his sometimes baffling slang dia-
lect. ““I wrote that song during a walk I took with my
bouzouki late one night on my way to make some money
playing in the tavernas,” he reminisces while sitting in the
courtyard of the simple white-washed house he rents in
Galatsi. “I’m not a singer. I spoil the songs. I have nice
mangas songs, but I can’t sing them because I’'ve gotten
old. But to each his own. Many people say they want to
hear my songs in the way / do them. What you want to
express can’t be done by others.” Yiorgos, who is seventy
years old, was born on Mytilini in a Turkish neighborhood
and his love for music began there. He has been compared
to Batis, the popular musician who was buried with his fa-
vorite baglama in 1967 and he played with him in Karai-
skakis (Piraeus) when he was a young man. Starting out
playing on a broken mandolin, by 1937 he was playing
bouzouki in Syros where rembetica music was thriving, ‘I
was playing bouzouki five or six years by then but never
studied music, so I didn’t even know where do or la
was — and what does it matter to me if [ do? > He winced
slightly at the reverberations from his teenaged son’s
electric guitar from within the house. “Now, my son
reads music, but he likes rock-and-roll, not rembetica,” he
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states with a sigh. ‘“When I came to Athens, I was from
the provinces and I didn’t know the ropes in the city. I
wasn’t demanding enough to get my own way and the
people from the big record companies wouldn’t always
put my name on the labels. I could have gotten double
the money and I would have had a little cottage of my
own by now,” he said with a regretful tone. He and his
first wife were poor but in love, but she died of cancer.
His second wife left him in 1969 when their son was two
years old. ‘I didn’t have a place to sleep and I was going
around with the baby and my baglama, like a bum,” For
many years, Yiorgos was a familiar figure playing for don-
ations in various tavernas in Plaka and Kolonaki. But he
now has, as he states proudly ‘“a Name” and he draws
crowds in the many clubs and concerts he plays in, audi-
ences who delight in the playful insults he delivers to
them, all done with a twinkle in the eyes of his rough-
featured face. As far as the new crop of rembetica musi-
cians, he comments, “I don’t know them or keep com-
pany with them. All I know is that they’re young and
zealous with a desire for applause and to be great.”” One
of his most memorable experiences while performing
came in 1967 when he played a concert for six hundred
people in the Hilton. I sang a song of a friend of mine, a
bouzouki player who was dead. As I sang, my eyes welled
up with tears, and everybody, not just the women, cried
-with me,”

Sotiria Bellou

The most famous singer of the Golden Age of Rembe-
tika (1946-56), her voice is deep and rich and she is often
compared to Billy Holiday, the Queen of the Blues. Born
in 1921, her grandfather was a priest and she was practi-
cally raised in the church. In 1938, she pressured her
father to buy her a guitar. He forced her to marry some-
one, and through this marriage she had two children. In
1940, she had a disagreement with her father and she
came to Athens. During the occupation she bought a gui-
tar and played in various tavernas, but she still sang Euro-
pean type songs, She was then reportedly working with
ELAS and took place in the December Revohi‘fion“,' in
which she was wounded and imprisoned for a brief time.
At an Exarchia taverna she was introduced to the bou-
zouki player Vassilis Tsitsanis and they began performing
together. Her repertoire switched to rembetic songs and
she sang at many of the big clubs, including Jimmy’s, and
linked up with Markos Vamvarkaris, In 1960, the rem-
betic period ended and she stopped singing for seven
years. She resumed singing and continues today in con-
certs in Greece and abroad, and in clubs in the Athens
area, usually accompanied by Tsitsanis. She sings a vari-
ety of songs including her more famous ones such as The
Mountains are Echoing and When You Drink in the Ta-
verna by Tsitsanis. Her voice is as fine as ever, but sadly
enough, the powerful amplification of the modern clubs
detracts from its power.

Vassilis Tsitsanis

Considered by most musicians to be the finest of the
bouzouki players, Tsitsanis’ appearance and manner do
not fit the stereotype of a mangas. He was bom in Tri-
kala, and came to Athens to study law, but he soon gave it
up to become a full-time musician, A frequenter of the
tekes in Athens and Thessaloniki, his early songs such as
This is Why I Wander the Streets of Athens, The Dew, and
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Litany were about hashish, He gained wide popularity in
the years 1946-52 and his style became softer and more
European. He began recording with Bellou and later
Ninou, composing mostly love songs at this time. He con-
tinued to play after the end of the rembetic era. Mostly
performing with Bellou today, his refined playing can
barely be discerned among the clamor of the nightclubs.
Cloudy Sunday is probably his best-known song,

The Rembetica Company

One of the most successful ensembles of young rem-
betica musicians is the Rembetica Company. The group is
composed of Yiorgos Kontoyiannis who plays baglama,
Dimitris Kontoyiannis, who plays guitar and sings, Mano-
lis Dimitrianakis, who plays bouzouki and sings, Yiannis
Karavellis, who plays bouzouki and baglama, Yiorgos
Pappathakis, who plays accordion and Katerina Korou,
who sings. The group was formed in 1972, with Yiorgos
Kontoyiannis, Dimitris and Manolis, for the purpose of
playing in tavernas with friends because they love the mu-
sic. It wasn’t until 1974 that they began playing concerts.
Even now, Yiorgos Pappathakis is the only member of the
group who is a full-time musician. Riding on the crest of
the Rembetomania craze, they have enjoyed a tremendous
success. After re<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>