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REMEMBER THE HOTEL ROOM
YOU CHARTERED  LAST VACATION?

CHARTER A VALEF YACHT FOR AN
ENDLESS GRECIAN SUMMER

R | AR
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It's something more
than a hotel room

Remember the hotel room you ‘‘chartered” last vacation?
Four walls and a bed with perhaps a view of the distant sea.
Remember the crowded restaurants and bars? Sitting in a
taxi in congested traffic to get to the crowded beach 30km
away?

This vacation charter a Valef Yacht and cruise in privacy on
a luxury floating hotel of your own.

‘The decor is warm and inviting allowing you to entertain in
comfort. And you have a pool as big as the Mediterranean. o e g 57 : ¢ =
Butitheltealibenauty ofiyoyrifloatingihotelisiyolicanitake it Write to Valef Yachts, 22 Akti Themistokleous, Piraeus,

where you want to go. 9 i 1 -2000
Explore over 2000 Greek islands scattered across the clear- g::::z: o&:ll;ulo;nsevﬁfEQFS Z ! ,PEi:aeenl::gs 152:9480 Telex2lg

blue waters of the Mediterranean, with their quaint fishing

villages, secluded beaches and remnants of ancient - ]
- civilizations. All basking in the warm gentle sun. ) ~ VALEF YACHTS LTD.
Valef owns and manages the largest fleet of yachts in i BILL LEFAKINIS, PRESIDENT

‘Europe; each accomodating up to 10 or mor persons.

All Valef Yachts are manned by permanent fully trained and VALEF YA CHTS

experienced crews to take on your yacht in comfort and

safety. | | Sailing you away from it all.




Baenecs in

Scandinavia?

Fly SAS the on-time, nonstop airline

to Copenhagen—with new SAS EuroClass
connections to all major Scandinavian
cities and Helsinki.

Vacation in Scandinavia?
Enjoy a thrée-in-one holiday and start it
the moment you board your SAS aircraft.

Depart Athens 15.45hrs daily (ex Monday)

~Call your travel agent or SAS

Sina 6/ Vissarionos 9, Athens 135,
Tel. 363 4444—for business and pleasure!

- A

SCINDINAVIAN AIRLINES
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Campion School

Eleven years’ experience in International Education.

The school, in membership of The Headmasters’ Conference and the
Governing Bodies’ Association of Great Britain, operates on largely
British lines, but also caters for Americans and many other
nationalities.

There is special emphasis in the curriculum on the cultural heritage of
" Greece and the modern Greek language.

Provision is made for all levels of normal school education.

The Senior School in Ekali is on one quiet site which has allowed a
close identity to develop. There are excellent facilities for Computing,
Art, Music, Home Economics, Technical Studies and a wide range of
sporting activities for both boys and girls.

Senior pupils are prepared for the universities of Oxford and Cam-
bridge, the Ivy League and other universities, colleges and careers in
Britain, America, Greece and throughout the world.

Campion is approved as a Centre for the O and A Level examination set
by London University and the Associated Examining Board as well as
the examinations of the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of
Music.

The Junior and Infants Schools in Psychico are well established with
expert staff, good equipment and adequate playing areas.

Boarding provision is available and, from January 1982, will be super-
vised by a highly qualified English married couple.

A comprehensive bus service operates from most areas of greater
Athens.

Interested parents are welcome to visit all three schools during the
school day.

THE CAMPION SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION

Mr. T.E.B. Howarth, MC,MA, (Cantab) - Headmaster
Col. E.J. Marder, MA, MEd. - Director of Administration
Mr. D. Juckes, MA, (Cantab) - Director of Studies

Mr. J.B. Butler, MA, (Oxon) - Deputy Headmaster

Miss Jane Melville - Headmistress - Junior School
Miss Diane Nash - Headmistress - Kindergarten

For questions concerning transportation
please ring Mrs. Lisa Malcolm, Tel: 813-5952

For general information please ring 813-3883 or 813-2013.
APPLICATIONS ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR TERM
COMMENCING 11 JAN. 1982

ADDRESS applications for admission to:
The Headmaster, Campion School, P.O. Box 9, Psychico, Athens,
Greece
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publisher's note

Just a year after the country’s accession into the EEC, the continued
participation of Greece within the Community’s present framework was still in
doubt, especially after Prime Minister Papandreou’s remarks made at the
London Summit last November. Journalist Carol Reed in “No Celebration
Please?”” enumerates some of the accession terms that have over-strained the
country’s agricultural and industrial sectors.

The fact that there are over 3,500 political refugees in Greece, mostly
from the Middle East but also from Eastern Europe, has received little publi-
city. Recently, journalist Emmanuel Hadzipetros visited the Lavrion Reception
Center where he interviewed a number of refugees whose stories he records in
“An Uncertain Future”,

Lying close to the borders of Albania and Yugoslavia, the Prespa Lakes
offer one of the last breeding refuges for migratory aquatic birds remaining in
this region of the Balkans. In ‘“Prespa ‘Wetlands” ”, ornithologist
Emma Faull concentrates on this tragile and endangered ecosystem to
emphasize that the richness and diversity of Greece’s wildlife are among its
greatest assets, while pointing out that lack of environmental education is the
major reason why these assets, being little appreciated, are in peril of being
destroyed.

In “A Matter of Taste”, a new column introducing the recently revised and
expanded Restaurants and Nightclubs section, Julia Brophy provides a tour of

" Kolonaki pubs.

The cover is by Paul Valassakis.



BELLY DANCING

Lessons - Performances

Piper dances regularly for parties at top
Athens hotels and gives lessons at the Dance
Workshop,

34 Sclonos St, Kolonaki, Tel. 644-8879
(see Nov. issue)

Also, at her home studio,
Vironos 9, Plaka Tel. 313-1289.

GCE Division

The British GCE Programme at TASIS Hellenic is available to
students preparing for United Kingdom University entrance.
It serves also as preparation for students of the international
community who prefer the GCE for application to other Na-
tional systems of education.

The continuity, stability and integrity compounded in the
1979/80 merger of TASIS and the Hellenic International
School have attracted in the two years an enroliment growth
of forty-nine percent. The controlled increase has created the
diversity of classes essential to GCE, International and
American preparation while allowing TASIS Hellenic to
preserve the reputation for limited teacher-pupil ratio and
instructional standards of both schools.

TASIS is a European institution with schools in Switzerland,
England and Greece. Its 25 years of educational success
assures the leadership, instructional competence and
sincerity of purpose parents expect of a school.

For further information contact: TASIS Hellenic Admissions
Office, Dept. B, P.O. Box 25, Xenias and Artemidos Streets,
Kifissia-Kefalari, Greece, Tel: Athens 808-1426 or 801-3837
Telex: 210379 TAS GR

Tai-Chi-Chuan

Movements

Tel. 730-441

— Letters ——
Turks in Cyprus

: In reference to my interview
with Turkish Foreign Minister Ilter
Turkmen and his Ministry’s Director
of Information, Mr, Kaya Toperi (The
Athenian, December, p. 10), I would
like to point out the real implications
and contradictions in Mr. Toperi’s
comments on the military situation
in Cyprus.

To me, it is nothing short of
amazing that the General Director of
Information in the Foreign Ministry
doesn’t have any figures on Turkish
troops in Cyprus. It is equally
amazing that he knows nothing
about Turkish civilians being settled
in Cyprus and thinks that there are
only a few embassy personnel. My
figures, as a journalist, are that there
are somq‘60,000 Turkish civilians in
Cyprus ' nows, and since they have
been given false citizenship papers,
they easily influence the vote. This
constitutes an obvious and real inter-
ference in Turkish-Cypriot affairs.
Considering recent statements made
by Foreign Minister Turkmen before
the UN on people’s rights to self-
government (in reference to Afghan-
istan) and removal of foreign troops
and influence from  homelands,
Mr. Turkmen should clean up his
own house before commenting so
grandly on others’!

Haris Livas
Kalamata

Manolis Glezos

Your article in December’s issue
featuring Manolis Glezos did justice
to one of our most courageous resis-
tance heroes, though I must say the
janitor in Mr, Hadzipetros’ article did
not have all his facts correct. I re-
member the day after Glezos pulled
down the flag,the Germans put the
whole city under curfew for twenty-
four hours so they could hunt for the
man who had torn it down. As a
nation we all felt great admiration
and pride for the them-anonymous
hero. But he did not, as the janitor
recounts, “put up the Greek flag in
its place.” Under the existing condi-
tions this would have been an im-
possible feat. As I remember the
story, he stole into the Acropolis
grounds after curfew hours and cut
the cord holding the German flag and
then ran, throwing the flag down one
of the many ditches that surround
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the Acropolis. If he had been caught
with the flag he would have been im-
mediately executed. To have put up
a Greek flag would have required
much time and effort and the area
was surrounded with German guards.
The act of destroying the German
flag was enough!

Emile Calfopoulos
Nea Smyrni

Eva Palmer Sikelianou

The article on Anna Sikelianou
by Timothy Salmon (The Athenian,
December issue) is very interesting.
Besides portraying Mrs. Sikelianou,
he has also gently deflated a little of
the myth surrounding the poet,
whom Mrs. Sikelianou delicately de-
scribes at one point as engaged in
“more a monologue than a dia-
logue”, She stated this in reference
‘to his letters to her, but it may also
have reflected something of his rela-
tion to people in general.

However, it is a pity that The
Athenian did not take the oppor-
tunity of the “Year of Sikelianos”,
now ended, to pay tribute to Eva
Palmer Sikelianou, the New Yorker
who provided inspiration, unbound-
ed energy, and massive financial assis-
tance to help the poet transform
some of his dreams into reality.

Eva, an heiress brought up in the
genteel and privileged world of
Grammercy Park and Bar Harbor,
met the young Angelos through the
brother and sister-indaw of Isadora
Duncan, They were married in 1907,
and eventually lived between Sikia
(on the Gulf of Corinth), Delphi, and
Athens. Together they organized the
Delphic Festivals in 1927 and 1930,
for which Eva, among many other
things, wove and stitched all the cos-
tumes.

After their marriage disintegrat-
ed, Eva went back to the United
States, where she continued pro-
ducing ancient Greek plays. After she
returned to Greece following World
War II, she went to her beloved
Delphi, where she died in 1952. She
was buried in the ‘Poet’s Corner’ of
the town cemetery.

It seems to me that the “Year of
Angelos Sikelianos” could just as
well have been the “Year of Eva
Sikelianou”, in recognition of her
extraordinary contribution not only
to the development of the poet but
also to the revival of ancient Greek
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— medaiif &ra

Take advantage of our 40 years of
experience in the travel business.

Call Medair Travel 923-0263 132 SYNGROU AVE. ATHENS

The University of
La Verne

CULTURAL LECTURE SERIES

«The Many Faces of Modern Greece»

e 20 Jan., Wed.: Niki Goulandris, Founder and Director of the
Goulandris Museum of Natural History will speak on «Envir-
onment and Conservation.»

e 3 Feb., Wed.: Kimon Friar, author and translator, will speak on
«Odysseus Elytis - Nobel Poet Laureate.»

e 10 March, Wed.: John Camp, Assistant Director, Agora Exca-
vation will speak on «Archaeology in Greece»

Auditorium: Xenias & Artemidos Sts., Kefalari Kifissia
8:30 pm

Free: Open to the public

Call: Mon.-Thurs. (closed Fri.) 801-2377 1:00 to 7:00 pm

ALSO

SPRING TERM 1982

February 22 - May 14

PREREGISTRATION: January 18 - February 4
REGISTRATION: February 8 - February 19

A leficreex ,

MAISON FranCaise FoNoee en 192

PACISSEeNEe ConFiserie Craiceur:

catering cocktails and buffets
Athenes: rue Kanari 19 et Solonos - tel. 361-1627 - Kifissia: shopping land-tel: 801-3867




theater and ideas in this century. I do

not believe justice has been done to
her memory.

Joan Jeffery Vanderpool

Kolonaki

TASIS Hellen:

: i Editor’s note: The Athenian publish-
ed lengthy excerpts from Eva Palmer
Sikelianou’s autobiography ‘‘Upward
* Wide experience in international education: TASIS Panic” in July, August, and Septem-
(founded 1955) and Hellenic International School ber 1979, admittedly untimely from
(founded 1971) affiliated in 1979. the point of view of the “Year of

Angelos Sikelianos”.

% Excellent facilities only 10 miles from central Athens in
Kifissia (boarding and day, grades 7-12) and Ekali (day, Polytechneion
grades K-6).

On page 11, column 2 of the
December 1981 Athenian, the fol-
% Highly-qualified and dedicated international staff. lowing assertion is made:

“On the early morning of
November 17, 1973, tank units

* Sm.aII classes and low student-faculty ratio allow perso- broke into the school (Polytech-
nalized instruction. neion) killing an estimated thirty
students and injuring hundreds

% American College Preparatory and General Studies, Bri- more.” This popular version of what
tish GCE, and English-as-a-Second Language Curricula. happened must, in all fairness, be

challenged. Following an investiga-
* Outstanding college and university placement record. :gl?n:gdﬂ;i;r?fa&’tt?; t;(;iy ;ZS
killed in the Polytechnic on this day.
Furthermore, the school’s governing
body likewise asserted that no one
was killed in the Polytechnic on the
date above mentioned. Thus were
% School bussing transportation services greater metropo- branded as libelous those ‘bold, ubi-

litan Athens. : quitous assertions in red and re-
movable only at vast expense, which

’ : " disgrace the sacred precincts of aca-
For further information contact: TASIS Hellenic Admissions demic Athens. Asp a rule. when

Office, Dept. B, P.O. Box 25, Xenias and Artemidos Streets ; ~
AR r AoE ’ persons are killed during or as a re-
¥g||:;:a2-‘l|(oe3f%a¥;\(§ré%ce, Tel.: Athens 808-1426 or 801-3838 sult of civic disorder, kith and kin or

% Complete sports program, extensive cultural and travel
opportunities, and diverse extra-curricular activities.

other interested parties claim the
right to view the corpses, possibly
with the intention of filing suit for
damages. No such demands were
made following the ‘‘massacre”.

The crowds outside the Poly-
technic became so unruly that the

M O (01".% /1

IN D Y UR N B US IN ES S Ok police could not cope with the dan-
2 A ) : L gerous situation, The army inter-

Time at Management level is a precious commodity. Inteviewing a vened. Stray bullets took a toll of life

host of unsuitable applicants every time a vacancy occurs in your

Company can not be the most economical policy. - perhaps as many as eighteen.

The Athenian asserts that this

Link International can undertake discreet Advertising and Screening episode, in which presumably heroes
on your behalf ... thus leaving you free to get on with the running of were involved, led to the downfall of
your business!!! the military dictatorship eight
For further details please contact Susan Baird at: months later. I would point out that

the military dictatorship had already
I m ’ BUSINESS CONSULTANTS started to bow its way out. A civilian

and veteran politician, Spyro

VOULIS 36, SYNTAGMA Markezinis, was designated as head of

a democratic government.

ATHENS 118
A. C. Sedgwick

NTER NATIONAI— Telephones 322-2858, 322-2895, 322-2109 Kolonaki
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Parliamentary Premiere

In an election year, the theater
season always gets off to a slow start
and many plays do not open until
after the campaign, but by far the
best attended premiere of the 1981-
82 season was the opening of Parlia-
ment on the morning of November
16.

Two hours before the 11 a.m.
‘curtain’, the long lines outside of
Parliament waiting to pick up special
invitations promised that the gala
opening would be S.R.O. Backstage
in the caucus rooms, the . long-
promised winds of change of a new
Socialist-led Parliament was even stir-
ring in New Democracy’s chambers
where the smoke-filled air and the
deputies’ clamoring for more ash-
trays attested to the passing of an

administration which had waged a

strong anti-smoking campaign.

Among the first deputies to en-
ter the chamber at 10:30 a.m., were
the distinguished Mr. Theotokis who
occupied a seat on the extreme right
side of the room and some rather less
dapper figures who accommodated
themselves at the other end. As the
opposition sections were filling up,
PASOK members began to enter in
dark suits, subdued neckties and
well-groomed moustaches and beards
to occupy the numerous banks of
seats in the center,

In the galleries, M1s, Papandreou
and Mrs. Lazaris, wife of the new
Minister of Coordination, seated
themselves just across from the ros-
trum while in the diplomatic box
which seats thirty-six, more than
sixty ambassadors and other state
representatives were pressed. Mr, Ral-
lis, entering at 10:58, was the first
deputy to be applauded and two
minutes  later, looking serious and
controlled, Mr. Papandreou, without
shaking hands, took the Prime Minis-
ter’s position on the rostrum from
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whence he searchingly gazed over the
rows of his own deputies in that all-
seeing way, reminiscent of a recent
predecessor who had occupied the
same chair for so many years.

After the presidential decrees
were read, Archbishop Serafim stand-
ing before the Synod, began to give
the blessing. Unfortunately, His
Eminence became confused and
started ruffling through the pages of
the Holy Book without being able to
find the correct passage. A moment
of awkwardness was then resolved by
another priest who began to sing.
The blessing was followed by the
oath, repeated phrase by phrase by
the deputies with their right hands
raised — except by the members of
Mr. Florakis’ party, who only raised
their hands. After the members of
the Synod each greeted the Prime
Minister and took their leave, a
similar ceremony was performed
with the Koran for the two Muslim
deputies from Thrace. The opening
session of Parliament was adjourned
just before noon with the reading of
other presidential decrees in demotic.

Another Opening

A second premiere taking place
on the same day as the opening of
Parliament received almost equal
publicity., Like the earlier one, Me-
lina Mercouri was present, entrance
was free, attendance more-or-less ob-
ligatory, the audience overwhelming-
ly male and it also occurred in a pub-
lic building - in this case, Korydallos
prison, The Minister of Culture. was
making good her promise to bring
entertainment to prisoners, Never-on-
Sunday Melina’s choice had fallen on
Papadoyeorgiou’s Next Sunday, a
contemporary play presented by the
Stoa Theater.

Unlike the earlier premiere, cer-
tainly, the audience at this presenta-
tion was, at first, silent and suspi-

our town

|

cious. Although some prisoners had
helped erect the small, simple,
cramped set at the end of a long pri-
son corridor, placards had been hung
pointing out that there were far
greater priorities for prison life than
entertainment, Prisoners complained
that athletics were more important
than theater. They grumbled that the
heat had been turned on only that
morning for the comfort of visitors
and that a few cells had been freshly
painted in the vicinity of the stage to
make the atmosphere less bleak.
Most of the men admitted that they
had come, not out of any thespian
enthusiasm, but to voice their prob-
lems to the journalists who were also
present, Complaining of cramped
quarters, little exercise, lack of work-
shops, dirty blankets, open toilets,
inhuman treatment in psychiatric
wards, torture, suicides and inex-
plicable deaths, the prisoners still
claimed that Korydallos prison was
“luxury” compared to other Greek
prisons like that on Corfu.

As a show of good will to the
new government, however, prisoners
had agreed to attend. One hundred
sat on chairs, another hundred stood,
twenty crouched down in front of
the stage and many others hung over
the two tiers of balconies above.

Tensions began to lessen when a
prisoner, retorting to Minister of Jus-
tice Alexandris’ opening words about
forty-year-old-problems not being
solved in a day, asked ‘“He asks time
from us?”, a remark which brought
some merriment to the audience.
Minister Mercouri’s entrance drew
applause, and a moment of silence in
memory of those prisoners who have
died in Korydallos was appreciated.

The performance which follow-
ed is believed to be the first theatri-
cal presentation ever shown in a
Greek prison and the audience was-
soon absorbed, At its close, the audi-
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ence displayed its enthusiasm and
Mercouri said she would be back one

day to perform herself “because’

you’re the best audience and I con-
sider you all my friends.” Promising
that state-managed troupes, as well as
private companies, would play in pri-
sons throughout the country, she al-
so said that professional theater
people would help organize prisoners
to write and perform their own
plays.

The importance of the event,
however, was symbolic, It meant a
beginning to the new government’s
policy to overhaul the country’s
atrocious penal system. As he de-
parted, Minister Alexandris assured
the audience that all prisons, which
up to now have helped to create and
maintain a criminal environment,
would be turned into institutions of
reform,

Fleecing the Rich

In his first meeting with the
press, the new Secretary General of
the Greek Tourist Organization
Panagopoulos, told newsmen in De-
cember that one of the main princi-
ples of the new government in re-
gards to tourism will be to attract
tourists of higher income levels. “It
is the quality, not the quantity, of
tourists which we are aiming at.”

Setting aside this interesting
ideological amendment to the social
contract, it can be said that part of
the government’s aim has already
been achieved: quantity is already
down, In 1980, there were about
13,000 tourists visiting the Acropolis
on an average summer’s day. In
1981 there were about 7,000. There
is no reason to worry that it will rise
again in the near future. Back in the
early1960s, the old capitalistic slogan
of EOT was “Let’s bring the tourists
first and then lay down the frame-
work for the tourist industry.” Over
the next twenty years the tourists
came, they increased, and then they
decreased, and still the framework
has yet to be laid down, If the Social-
ist slogan now is, “let’s fleece the
rich tourist” rather than the former
“let’s fleece rich and poor alike”,
then the question is how to get
tich tourists on the Acropolis. One
idea, which the vast number of or-
ganizers at EOT have never thought
of, is to separate the entrance to the
Acropolis from the exit and thus
solve the bottleneck of tourists that
has existed there for a generation.

10
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Arafat Comes to Athens

Yasser Arafat, head of the Pales-
tinian Liberation Organization,
arrived in Athens for a three-day of-
ficial stay on December 14. His visit
was surrounded by extraordinary se-
curity precautions, It was not known
until a few minutes before landing at
which airport he would arrive, so po-
lice carefully guarded Hellenikon
while he actually came down at the
military airport in Eleusis. From

_there, a small flock of helicopters car-

ried him and his entourage to the
landing pad at the Olympic Stadium.

During his stay here, Mr. Arafat
held talks with the Prime Minister,
the two Undersecretaries of Foreign
Affairs, Mr. Karolos Papoulias and
Mr. Assimakis Fotilas, the President
of Parliament, Yannis Alevras, and
representatives of Greek political
parties, including New Democracy
head Evangelos Averoff, who charac-
terized the meeting as ‘“cordial and
interesting’’. In his toast to Arafat at
a first-day luncheon, Mr, Papandreou
stressed traditional ties of friendship
which unite the Greek people with
the Arab world, and also drew a
parallel between the Greek people’s
struggle for freedom and indepen-
dence and their land in the War of
1821, and that of the Palestinians,

Mr. Arafat’s response, equally

T
7 }x NT“’ ’ /.
Margaret Papandreou and Vassos Lyssarides, President of the Cypriot Socialist

Party, both draped in Palestinian headdresses, with Yasser Arafat at his
reception at the Grand Bretagne Hotel.

warm, set the tone for the visit,
which was marked by effusive public
expressions of affection on all sides.
At the reception hosted by Mr. Ara-
fat at the Grand Bretagne on his
second night in town, hundreds of
well-wishers and observers crammed
the halls, struggling to the buffet and
then to break through the cordon of
security men who surrounded the
diminutive leader of the Palestinians.
Eyewitnesses differed in the number
of times he and Culture Minister Me-
lina Mercouri embraced and kissed,
but all agreed on the extraordinary
warmth with which he and Vassos
Lyssarides of the Cyprus Socialist
Party exchanged greetings, For a
good part of the evening Lyssarides
remained with Mr, Arafat, and shared
in a bit of the limelight.

In a packed press conference on
Arafat’s last day in Athens, the PLO
leader announced that the PLO In-
formation Bureau in Athens would
be upgraded to the status of a diplo-
matic representation (thus equalling
that of the Israeli mission in Greece).
In a joint statement, the PLO leader
and the Greek Prime Minister also
condemned Israel’s decision to annex
the Golan Heights, which along with
Poland and the visit of Arafat himself
headlined local news broadcasts for
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the duration of his stay. The leaders
also discussed the role the Greek
government can play , as a member
of the EEC, in support of the Pales-
tinian cause, establishing Greece as a
bridge between the Arab and the
European worlds. Diplomatic sources
observed that Mr, Papandreou is at-
tempting to cement stronger eco-
nomic and political ties with the
Arab world with, as one put it, “a
grand-stand gesture aimed, in part, at
hard-line Libya and Iraq, as well as
Saudi Arabia,” Greece’s main sup-
pliers of crude oil.

In another gesture, political as it
was cultural, the government offered
to set aside scholarship funds for
Palestinian students to attend Greek
universities. And the Mayor of
Athens, Dimitris Beis, made the
Palestinian leader an honorary citizen
of Athens.

Travels with the
Prime Minister

A few hours after his govern-
ment won a vote of confidence in
Parliament on November 25, Prime
Minister Papandreou set out with his
advisers for the EEC Summit in
London. Stopping off in Paris for a
late luncheon with President Mit-
terand, the Prime Minister and the
French leader discussed, among other
subjects, the purchase of French mili-
tary equipment and the socialist
transformation of Greece. The Prime
Minister then proceeded to London
that evening. On his arrival at Heath-
row, the Prime Minister, according to
opposition newspapers here,
threatened to return at once to
Athens when British police confis-
cated his bodyguards’ revolvers,

The following morning, the
Prime Minister had a private meeting
with the Premier of Denmark and
then joined other EEC leaders at a
luncheon given by Queen Elizabeth
at Buckingham Palace. At the
opening session of the Summit at
Lancaster House that afternoon,
Prime Minister Eyskens of Belgium
rebuffed Mr. Papandreou’s proposal
that Greece be given a special re-
lationship status within the Com-
munity stating, “you can only be in
the Community or outside it. You
cannot have one foot in and one foot
out.”
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‘Greece’s

Home from Brussels

During the two-day conference,
Mr, Papandreou reiterated his govern-
ment’s aim to hold a referendum on
Greece’s membership in the Com-
munity and to abide by its verdict.
He also expressed the country’s
closer ties with the Arab world by
stressing that peace could not be
achieved in the Middle East unless
the Palestinians’ right to self-deter-
mination was recognized.

In an interview following the
final session of the conference, the
Prime Minister said he was not op-
timistic about negotiating terms that
would be favorable enough to keep
Greece within the Community, It
was not so much the terms of ac-
cession that he wished to renegotiate
as to make clear what Greece’s
unique economic problems were and
why a special relationship was ne-
cessary. It is the government’s posi-
tion that the original accession terms
were hastily accepted, more for poli-
tical than economic reasons, and that
the country’s large and backward
farm population and its fragile indus-
trial sector cannot compete against
the more developed economics of
other EEC nations.

On Saturday, the Prime Minister
met with leaders of the British Labor
Party as well with Chancellor
Schmidt during which the sensitive
issue of stockpiling U.S. nuclear
weapons in Europe was discussed.

Back in Athens the following
day, the Prime Minister appeared
more optimistic, remarking that
economic problems had
been clearly stated and well under-
stood. He did repeat, however, that

Greece could not remain within the
present framework of the EEC be-
cause it meant the sacrifice of vital
economic interests,

No sooner had the Prime Minis-
ter returned than he began a series of
briefings at the Pentagon in prepara-
tion for the NATO Summit opening
on December 8, this time in his ca-
pacity as Minister of Defense.

On December 7, Mr. Papandreou
left for Brussels accompanied by
Foreign Minister Haralambopoulos
and Deputy Minister of Defense
Drossoyiannis. Shortly after his ar-
rival, the Prime Minister had an hour-
long session with U.S. Secretary of
Defense Caspar Weinberger. While de-
clining to remark on the details of
their talk, both leaders declared that
it had been useful and encouraging.

During the two-day conference
which followed, Mr, Papandreou de-
manded that NATO guarantee
Greece against any aggression on its
eastern borders. The Turkish Minis-
ter, however, rejected the implication
(which would thereby be recognized
by NATO) that Turkey had any in-
tention of attacking Greece. As a re-
sult, the normal joint-communique
signed at the end of the first day of
the conference could not be publish-
ed.

The Prime Minister also called
for a partial suspension of the Rogers
Agreement made in 1980 when
Greece rejoined the military wing of
NATO and which concerns the con-
trol of airspace in the Aegean.

After the final session, Mr. Pa-
pandreou stated that the decision to
veto the earlier communique was
consistent with the national interest
“and will decisively reinforce
Greece’s prestige in the world.” In-
deed, his ealier proposal that NATO
should state that it would never act
against Arab interests had been
warmly greeted by spokesmen in
many countries in the Middle East
and Africa, Despite Greece’s stand on
nuclear weapons and its procedural
objections to the formal invitation to
Spain regarding its entry into NATO,
the Prime Minister signed the final
communique because, he said, ‘“we
could not use our veto three times at
the same meeting.”

On Wednesday, December 9, at
the request of U.S, Secretary of State
Alexander Haig, a meeting was ar-
ranged at the Greek Embassy which
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both leaders described as ‘“‘produc-
tive”., The next day, the Prime
Minister was back in Athens and
began briefing President Karamanlis,
his ministers, opposition leaders and
the public on the results of his
travels.

Although accused of bravado
and performing fancy tricks in some
quarters of the international press,
Papandreou’s tactics at both meet-
ings were generally well-received at
home, The attention which the Prime
Minister gained was not seen in
Athens as disruptive posturings but a
balanced  presentation of the
. anxieties and hopes of the Greek
people. While Turkish disclaimers to
any thought of aggression in the
Aegean may have been genuine, the
Prime Minister made it clear that
most Greeks do not think so and
gave specific reasons why. As one
German newspaper wrote, “Greece
has the same right as other countries
to take care of its own interests” and
the Greek press for the most part be-
lieved that Mr. Papandreou was right
in giving this expression abroad.

Government Program

Announced

On Sunday, November 22, Prime
Minister Papandreou presented his
government’s program to Parliament.
Early in his two-hour long speech,
the Prime Minister stated, “Change is
a vision and a journey. But it is also
practicality, action, a mode of opera-
tion and a way of life.”

Outlining his foreign affairs
policy, Mr. Papandreou emphasized
the country’s strategic position in
relation to the Balkans, to the Medi-
terranean, to Europe and - in his
insistence on closer ties with the
Arab world - as a link between
Europe and the Middle East,

Expectedly, the Prime Minister
gave prominence to the problems of
the Aegean and Cyprus. In respect to
the Aegean, he reiterated that not an
inch of Greek territory was
negotiable and, in pursuing a more
dynamic policy on Cyprus, he said
that Greece as a guarantor power had
the legal right and obligation to sup-
port the struggle of the Cypriot
people for the withdrawal of foreign
troops.

In respect to domestic affairs,
some socially liberal aims mentioned
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in the program were soon being
achieved, because, as some observers
pointed out, they didn’t cost any-
thing, Reducing the voting age to 18
passed Parliament unanimously and a
law establishing civil marriage was
introduced in early December.
Among other stated goals were the
abolishment of the death sentence,
the realization of equality between
sexes, the establishment of a Ministry
of the New Generation to handle the
problems of youth, and greater
expenditure on education,

Three days after the Prime Min-
ister’s presentation of his program,
the new government won a 172-113
vote of confidence with deputies of
New Derrrocracy opposing and mem-
bers of the Greek Community Party
abstaining.

ND Elects Averoff

At a special meeting of the New
Democracy party on November 30,
George Rallis asked his followers for
a renewal of confidence to be held at
a caucus on December 7. It was be-
lieved that the reason for this move
was due to the persistent criticism of
Mr. Rallis by former Deputy Premier
and Minister of Defense Evangelos
Averoff.

Disclaiming any interference in
its affairs, President Karamanlis,

who founded the party in 1974,
strongly urged on December 5 that
unity be preserved for the sake of the
country’s democratic stability. At
the caucus two days later, 61 depu-

Constantine Stefanopoulos (right)

Winner Evangelos Averoff, flanked by Yannis Bou

ties voted against Rallis, 41 for him
and 9 abstained in a secret ballot. On
December 9, Averoff who had lost to
Rallis by two votes in May, 1980,
gained 67 votes,

Following his election as party
leader, Averoff expressed his satisfac-
tion that all members would con-
tinue working together.

Following Papandreou’s return
from the NATO summit, Mr.Aver-
off, in one of his first statements
made as opposition leader, said that
the Prime Minister was correct to
stress at Brussels that Greece’s NATO
expenses were out of proportion to
the country’s size. He did warn,
however, that armaments were a
more real security to Greece’s eastern
frontiers than any guarantees.

In a strong statement made on
December 11, Averoff said that the
new government was carrying out a
foreign policy based on the criteria
of - domestic policy. Referring to a
recent TV program in which the
highly controversial paidomazoma -
the ‘collecting’ of children by
communists after World War II and
their removal to East European
countries -- was aired before a large
audience as ‘saving children from fas-
cist armies’, Averoff said, “We are
facing a power which is trying to
change the way we think.” He ac-
cused PASOK members ot terrorizing
civil servants, attempting to put syn-

dicalist and farm cooperatives under

state control, and either doing things
behind the Prime Minister’s back or
overruling him,

a0
tos (left) and
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Verifying the Homeric proverb
that necessity is the motherof inven-
tion, seven Athenian engineers have
designed a new internal combustion
machine combining maximum ef-
ficiency with minimum pollution.
The revolutionary engine has been
studied by an EEC committee and
awarded 146,000 European Units of
Account for its commercial pro-
duction,

On November 14, a court in
Kalamata ruled that a 10-acre prop-
perty at Pylos bought by a Greek
interpreter allegedly as proxy for
former French president Giscard
D’Estaing be declared public land.
For some years the -Forest Com-
mission’s attempts to preserve the
area as woodland had been held up
by legal appeals. The status of the
property has been further muddled
by the discovery of a Mycenean
tomb and the Ministry of Culture’s
contention that it be declared an
archaeological site.

The Athens Academy an-
nounced on November 17 that its
corresponding member Haralambos
Antoniadis, Professor of Biochemis-
try at Harvard, has discovered an anti-
body which checks the division and
spread of cancerous cells.

- Two Greek fishing boats were
seized by a Turkish patrol vessel
between Samothrace and the Turkish
mainland on November 19 and
towed to the port of Enez on the
Evros Delta, It was the first time an
incident of this kind had taken place
under the new government. Follow-
ing an exchange between the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs and the Tur-
kish Embassy, the boats and their

crews were released the following
day.

Among economic agreements
made between Iraq and Greece in
mid-November were the tepair of
Iragi ships in Greek shipyards, Iraqi
supplies of oil for Greece, and the
construction of an aluminum plant
operated with Iraqgi oil. The produce
of the plant will largely go to Iraq.

Similar agreements with the
Soviet Union were under discussion
in December, involving the building
of another aluminum plant, the
extension of the Soviet Union’s

THE ATHENIAN, JANUARY 1982

natural gas pipeline from Bulgaria
into Greece and the construction of
merchant ships for Russia in Greek
shipyards. An earlier Greek-Soviet
agreement providing for the repair
of Russian merchant vessels at the
Neorion shipyards on Syra expired in
1980.

Late in November, the Ministries
of Coordination and of Industry not
only cancelled the previous govern-
ment’s project to build a petro-
chemical plant near Mesolongi but
promised to investigate the scheme.
Planned and financed by a consor-
tium of banks over two years ago,
the project roused a storm of contro-
versy as it was deemed threatening to
the unique marine environment of
the Mesolongi lagoon.

An act of ‘“dendrovandalism”
outraged the citizens of Nauplia two
years ago when a deep gash was cut
around the base of the town’s
famous and towering ficus tree, thus
killing an urban landmark for the
purposes of construction. Similar at-
tacks are now being made on two
rows of trees which line the road
leading out of Nauplia towards Epi-
davros. The trees date back to the
War of Independence. Local protests
have been telegraphed to deputies of
Parliament and to Ministries.

The pollution level in Athens
rose so high on November 24 that
the government imposed emergency
measures for curtailing traffic for 48
hours. The restricting of private cars
on an odd-even basis, however, did
little to reduce the smog, thereby
suggesting that factories are a major
factor in producing air pollution.
Athenians in general responded co-
operatively and enthusiastically to
the government’s prompt and enet-
getic action, although it was the
forces of nature which finally cleared
the air on November 28 in the form
of rain and wind.

Despite the admonitions of the
government in regard to National
Resistance ceremonies that tend to
divide the people, the anniversary of
the blowing up of the Yorgopotamos

. Bridge near Lamia by communist-led

guerrillas took place at the site on
November 29. Four days later a Te
Deum organized by private groups

was celebrated at the Athens Cathe-
dral commemmorating the exploits
of the Makryiannis Regiment against
the communists in December 1944,
Present among the congregation were
former Prime Minister Rallis and
former Defense Minister Averoff.

Odysseas Elytis was presented
with an honorary doctorate in litera-
ture at London University on No-
vember 27 by Princess Anne, Chan-
cellor of the University.

On December 9, Parliament
passed a law lowering the voting age
from 20 to 18, thereby increasing
the electorate by 300,000. The
government is in the process of
introducing bills which will institute
civil marriage and make adultery no
longer a criminal offense. Adultery,
however, will remain legal grounds
for divorce whether the marriage is
religious or civil,

The Council of Europe met at
Delphi during the first week of
December at a symposium devoted
to the role of education as an active
force in the protection and propaga-
tion of the democratic process
among the countries of Southern
Europe.

An early casualty of the 1981-2
hunting season was a priest whom an
impulsive hunter in Macedonia mis-
took for a wild boar,

A Maria Callas gala at the Paris
Opera took place on December 11,
The leading soloist was soptano
Agnes Baltsa of the Berlin Opera who
was the first winner of the Callas
scholarship in 1965. The affair was
organized by the Callas Foundation
whose president is the pianist Vasso
Devetzi. Both French and Greek
Ministers of Culture were present at
the occasion.

Although unemployment rose
from 0.6 percent to 0.8 percent be-
tween April and October of last year,
Greece still had a far lower unem-
ployment rate than any other EEC
country., There were ten million un-
employed in the Common Market at
the end of the year, or about 9% of
the work force, the highest level
since the Community was established
in 1958.
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No Celebrations Please?

The Common Market: Greece’s First Year

By Carol Reed

OW would I characterize our

first year in the EEC? replied
the economist. “Strange, just very
strange.”

Indeed. The year was marred by
devastating earthquakes and fires,
and elections that turned the country
upside down and government of-
ficials inside out as they tried to
balance campaigning with running
the country,

Membership itself began on
January 1 with the euphoria of ac-
cession into a larger democratic
framework. As prices began rising to
Common Market levels, inflation
soared on foodstuffs and basic com-
modities, up to 30% in the first two
months of this year. No sooner did
the economy begin to right itself but
the specter of a dramatic change in
government consumed everyone’s
attention, and members of the
business community panicked when
Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou
repeated his plan, among other
measures, to have a referendum on
Greece’s withdrawal from the Euro-
pean Community.

Now, however, Mr. Papandreou
no longer calls for withdrawal from
the EEC, but insists rather on a
special relationship with the group of
nine. And during the last week of
November at the Common Market
summit meeting in London, he put
the worries of some to rest with his
most relaxed EEC position to date. If
a public referendum were put before
the people, he said it would no
longer ask “in or out of the EEC?”
but “should Greece continue partici-
pating on existing terms?” or “seek a
different relationship which will take
into consideration the peculiarities of
the Greek position?”

Although Greece will benefit

from 2.275 billion drachmas in its

first year of full membership and
33.8 billion drachmas in 1982,
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M. Papandreou sees the EEC as a
force that discriminates against weak
economies such as Greece’s. But an
EEC official in Brussels contends
that Papandreou’s old wish to pull
Greece out all together was a bluff
for the purpose of renegotiating the
terms of accession. Mr. Papandreou’s
maneuvering room is limited by
another political fact the De
Gaulle-like constitutional power of
President Constantine Karamanlis.
Only Karamanlis has the power to
call a referendum, something not
likely to happen since it was
Karamanlis who engineered Greece’s
1ssociate membership in 1962, and,
later, full membership.

If Papandreou submits a referen-
dum to the people, he is not likely to
go back to the question of withdraw-
al, says loannis Sotis, head of the
EEC information office in Athens.
“Papandreou has absolutely no in-
tention of asking for withdrawal be-
cause of the economy, which is in
miserable shape. He needs foreign
aid, and I can’t really see him going
to the U.S. for help.”

Greece also needs to be at the
bargaining table while Spain and
Portugal -- its biggest agricultural
competitors -- are negotiating ac-
cession, scheduled to take place in
1984. Toannis Palaiokrassas, Minister
of Coordination under the departed
New Democracy government, takes
the argument a step farther: “If we
didn’t stay in the EEC, and Spain
and Portugal did get in, we would be
completely pushed out of the peach,
orange, and olive oil markets. And
Spain produces 10 times more of
these than Greece.”

So it seems sure that Greece will
stay in the Common Market;in what
form, no one is quite sure. Papan-
dreou himself has not yet clarified
the specific accession items he pro-
poses to modify. Diplomatic sources

say that EEC members are prepared
to bend for him to keep the alliance
intact.

Whatever the form, though, this
little nation with its sometimes
Byzantine inefficiencies will have to
do some hard adjusting to become “a
truly European country,” as one
Coordination Ministry official puts
it. Will such adjustments be worth
their trouble? Unquestionably yes,
say a numbez-of Athens business and
government leaders. Joseph Hassid,
an economist with the Institute of
Economic and Industrial Research
of Athens explains: “We are not an
exceptional country. We don’t have
the special products or power to
make us a world trade power. We
need the EEC for that.”

Greek industries and workers,
long sheltered by import restrictions,
face painful changes as they meet
stiffer competition from within the
EEC. Tariffs on Greek exports of in-
dustrial goods to the EEC were
abolished under the association
agreement, and non-tariff barriers,
such as quotas,against Greek exports
are insignificant. As a full member,
all non-tariff barriers will be elimin-
ated, and duties on EEC industrial
products imported to Greece will be
abolished gradually over a five-year
period. EEC exports to Greece still
face a few heavy tariffs. Until 1980
some of these were still 45% of their
1958 level.

As for agriculture, Greek pro-
ducts are being aligned gradually in
the course of a five-year transition
period with prices set by the EEC’s
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).
(The period is seven years for
peaches and tomato pulp.) For the
first year of accession only, there
were price supports for currants, figs,
and cotton, along with income sub-
sidies for olive oil. At the same time,
imports of EEC agricultural goods
circulate freely. All farmers receive
varying income subsidies, which in
the Cyclades, for example,averaged
30,000 to 35,000 drachmas this past
year.

The fallout of reducing trade
barriers began to show up in the first
year of membership, although
Palaiokrassas avers that problems in
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1981 were due more “to the inter-
national recession and falling domes-
tic demand caused by the recession”
than to adjusting to EEC policy.

Although it is generally thought
that agriculture will reap a windfall
from EEC membership, Christos Pa-
pathanassiou, Secretary General of
the Agricultural Ministry, does not
agree. “The CAP does not take into
account the different levels of agri-
culture from rich to poor countries
and regions. Marginal producers like
those of Greece, therefore, are
pushed to get out of farming because

it is no longer profitable. Also, the
organizational function of our co-
operatives and marketing cannot
handle implementation of the CAP
effectively.”

Perhaps if there had been better
market intelligence, whether through
the cooperatives or the Agricultural
Ministry, Greece would not have had
the problems with peaches and
raisins which it experienced this past
year. In the case of peaches the
Greek farmers over-produced. The
EEC invoked the “withdrawal”
clause of the Treaty of Rome, the
peaches were destroyed, and the EEC
approved (but has not yet paid) com-
pensation of 9 drachmas/kilo. Com-
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bined with an additional 3 drachmas/
kilo from the Greek budget, the total
is 12 drachmas/kilo (market price
was seven to fifteen drachmas).

In the case of Sultana white
raisins, Turkish exporters, who are
under associate membership, got the
beat on Greece and offered their Sul-
tanas at lower prices. The EEC ac-
cepted. The Greeks, then, decided to
defer export of Sultanas. The result
is that nearly all of this year’s Greek
production, 92,000 tons, is sitting in
warehouses with no market. They,
too, may have to be withdrawn and
the farmers subsidized, if a buyer is
not found.

Greek industry, dominated by
small and medium-size companies,
has been wary of new competition.
Greece’s infant steel industry, for in-
stance, says it may not survive the
competition of big producers from
Belgium and Germany. But, says
Stefanos Manos, former ministrer of
Industry and Energy, Greek industry
can easily sustain EEC membership,
“The people who stand to lose
(most of industry) are for it. Indus-
try does not ask for protection, this
huge bear hug of government,”
which Mr. Papandreou wants to pro-
vide. But economist Hassid says
there will be a painful shaking out of
some sectors. He sees a shifting of
production toward more specializa-
tion and joint venturing. “Greek
managers probably also need to give
way to technocrats, or at least some-
one who knows a foreign language”
In addition, business will have to
face free repatriation of capital and
free flow of labor -- both within
seven years,

Greek business will, in essence,
have to grow up. The EEC will lead it
by the hand through a series of diffi-
cult maneuvers to maturity. Of
course, Mr. Papandreou proposes to
soften some of those adjustments
with special provisions that take into
account some of Greece’s special
problems. What he will ask for pre-
cisely, we do not know yet. But he

will ask, and Greece will change.

" “Carol Reed is Athens Correspondent

for Business Week and L’Expansion
in Paris.
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An Uncertain Future

Turkish and East European refugees wait in Lavrion

center for relocation
by Emmanuel Hadzipetros

INO Jezina, 31, had to flee his

home in Yugoslavia. His crime?
He favors independence for his native
Croatia, Today he lives in the Lav-
rion Refugee Reception Center,
about 40 miles southeast of Athens,
waiting to be accepted into the
United States, Canada or Australia.

He’s been there 15 months. His
former roommate Jean, a Rouman-
ian, was luckier. He only had to wait
12 months before finally leaving for
Canada in September.

Rino’s problems began after a
conversation with a neighbor. “I told
him I believe Croatia should be free,”
he said. “And he went and told the
‘police.” Rino was picked up, ques-
tioned and over the course of the
interrogation, he freely admitted his
views. His passport was confiscated,
and an investigation launched into
his background. In the end, every-
body agreed that it would be better
if Rino left Yugoslavia for Greece.
Rino’s is just one of 3,600 stories
among the refugee population of
Greece today. Most come from the
Middle East -- Iraq, Iran and Turkey
-- but many are Eastern Europeans.
The majority of them seek a freer,
more comfortable life in the West.

The refugees are housed, fed and
helped to find a new country by the
Greek government, the United
Nations High Commission for
Refugees (UNHCR), the Internation-
al Catholic Migration Commission
(ICMC) and the World Council of
Churches (WCC). For most, life is a
waiting game with all hopes generally
pinned on clearing the refugee admit-
tance procedures in one of three
countries - the U.S., Canada and
Australia. “It’s not that they can’t
stay here permanently,” admitted
Mario Prekas, deputy representative

in Athens for the UNHCR. “Greece

is a small, poor country. So the au-
thorities discourage them from stay-
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ing and everybody tries to help them
find another country. But if these ef-
forts are unsuccessful, they will
stay.”

Mr. Prekas added that refugees
can even obtain Greek citizenship,
but it takes at least three years and is
strictly at the discretion of the Minis-
ter of the Interior. Once citizenship
is approved, there are no support sys-
tems to help them integrate into
Greek society. In the meantime, their
status as refugees means they cannot
get work permits. But ‘if they can
find work, authorities look the other
way, and they enjoy freedom of
movement.

Gone however, are the days
when the Nobel Prize-winning
UNHCR worked hard to help resettle
refugees in Greece. Between 1955
and 1965, for example, the UNHCR
spent $ 18 million on refugee assis-
tance, including the construction of
about 2,500 family homes through-
out the country.

Today, the majority of Greece’s
refugees are housed either at the
Lavrion Reception Center, which can
hold up to 200 people, or in hotels
and pensions in and around Athens.
The hotel costs, along with a food al-
lowance of 160 drachmas a day, are
borne by the ICMC and the WCC,
while the Lavrion center is run and
paid for by the Ministry of Public
Order at a cost of about 60 million
drachmas a year.

The Lavrion center is in a solid
grey building with a courtyard and a
small playground nearby. There are
sparse but comfortable rooms ftor
families while individuals usually
sleep in dormitories with between
five to seven beds. There are also
some two-person rooms, a dining
hall, TV room and classrooms. Dark
men with moustaches lounge in open
windows and doorways and at night,
you can sometimes hear the

strumming of a lonely guitar mingled
with the wild strains of a Turkish
folk song.

The refugee population there is
dominated by Turks: out of a total
of around 180, about 130 come from
Turkey. The rest are mainly Eastern
Europeans. A  Turkish-speaking
friend and I spoke to a group of eight
Turks in a coffeeshop in Lavrion.
They refused to identify themselves,
they said, because they feared for
their families back home.

They had escaped from their
country either by swimming across
the Evros river in Thrace or by taking
a boat to one of the islands off the
Anatolian coast. A small soft man
with a ready smile sitting beside me
was trained as a mechanic but had
worked as a hamali - a porter. His
friend -- a wiry man who seemed to
possess an inner strength - had been
a union organizer. Across from him
sat a short dark Kurd who looked a
little like an American Eskimo. He
wanted to know if he could be ad-
mitted to another country as a Kurd
rather than a Turk but his friends
quickly rejected that idea. “You will
be accepted as a citizen of Turkey,”
they insisted, “not as a member of a
minority group.” The others sitting
with us had all been factory workers
but most hadn’t held a job in
months.

The main concern expressed by
the group we spoke to seemed to be
building new lives for themselves in
another country. They referred
repeatedly to the economic condi-
tions in Turkey, which they de-
scribed as “very bad, with high un-
employment and increasing infla-
tion.” And they expressed surprise at
what they consider the high stan-
dards of living here.

They were pleased that the
present government seemed willing
to allow them to stay, since there
had been several cases under the
previous  administration  where
refugees had been sent back to Tur-
key, for various reasons. To a man,
they believed that those who were
sent back were executed. And while
their future is uncertain, they are all
glad to be here: “The Greeks have
been very kind to us,” one said.
Their only complaints were the camp
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food and their lack of information
about their options.

At one point, our discussion was
interrupted by two Turks who
carried about them a strong air of au-
thority. As soon as they appeared,
our informants stopped talking. They
grew agitated and worried, some
were shaking, The newcomers - both
young men in their early 20s who
clearly came from a different, more
educated background -- wanted to
know who we were and what we
wanted. Their manner was curt and
their presence demanded attention.

These two men were members of
the committee organized by the
more politically active Turks to deal
with camp authorities and the out-
side world. They also strive to keep
disputes between the different kinds
of Turks to a minimum and to main-
tain the political nature of their stay
here. They were clearly upset that we
were speaking to their poeple with-
out their approval.

“How do we know you will not
give us bad publicity?” one said.
“What kind of guarantees can you
give us?” The committee members
seemed to be ordering their people to
leave. Most of the Turks in our group
began filtering away. But the union
organizer sat solidly in his chair, his
arms crossed. He said something to
one of the committee members and a
heated debate followed. The other
committee member took our names
and LD. numbers and when they
finally left, the union organizer re-
laxed. He stayed behind with three
of his friends to continue talking to
us. They were thirsty for information
about other countries.

This incident underlined some of
the tensions among the Turks them-
selves. While many are clearly eco-
nomic refugees, the politically active
among them exercise a control over
the rest, although it is not absolute.
The militants want nothing more
than temporary asylum and dream of
returning to Turkey one day to con-
tinue their struggle. They are not
wholly united, however, and include
communists, socialists, trade union
activists and Kurdish nationalists
among their ranks. Not all agreed, for
example, with the actions of the nine
Turkish hunger strikers at the Minis-
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country.”

try of Public Order who on Novem-
ber 16 abandoned an eight-day vigil
in support of their demands for resi-
dence permits.

But there was unity among the
militants who participated in the
November 15th Polytechnion de-
monstration. Hooded Turks and
Kurds marched alongside the Greeks,
bearing banners protesting the mili-
tary regime in Ankara and calling for
greater autonomy for Kurdistan.

There have also been reports of
tensions between pro-communist
Turks and anticommunist Eastern
Europeans. The violence reported by
refugees is on a minor scale but it has
been enough to frighten many of the
Eastern Europeans left at Lavrion.
“When I first entered Lavrion,” said
Jindrich Vicik, 31, a Czech defector
who spent four months at the center,
“the other refugees used to meet to-
gether in the evenings to talk. By the
time I left there was nothing. Every-
body stayed in their room because
we were all afraid of the Turkish
communists.”

But even among the Eastern
Europeans there have been some
problems and recently, a Bulgarian
was hospitalized following an at-
tempt by a fellow countryman to
murder him. The incident began af-
ter a political dispute. It seems
inevitable that tempers flare and vio-
lence occurs when there are so many
people gathered together at such
close quarters waiting for others to
make important decisions about their

Refugees Jindrich Vicik and Milan Jindrichovsky: “I want to live in a free

future.

Jindrich, however, has been able
to put the past behind him now. The
Canadian embassy has just approved
his application for permanent re-
settlement and he is a very happy
man. “My dream is to open my own
restaurant in Canada,”exclaimed the
former Czech restaurant manager,
who on two occasions served six
month prison terms for ‘anti-social-
ist activities’ , including the singing
of an anti-Red Army song.

Jindrich got in with a little help
from his friends in Toronto who of-
fered him sponsorship, a job and ac-
commodation, But Milan Jindrichov-
sky, 30, is not so lucky. He has no
friends or relatives overseas to help
him emigrate, The ICMC feeds and
houses him but he is happy to be
out of Lavrion, where he spent three
and a half months. The former Czech
steel worker has such a burning
desire to go to Canada that he had a
truck driver friend take him through
Hungary and Yugoslavia in a sealed
crate. “I want to live in a free coun-
try,” he said.

Milan is glad to be in Greece,
even with his uncertain future. He
does have one regret: a divorced
father of a six-year-old boy, Milan
was sad that he could not afford to
send his son a small Christrhas pre-
sent.

Emmanuel Hadzipetros is a Canadian
Journalist living in Athens.
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Prespa “Wetlands’’

Sanctuary in northern Greece shelters

numerous migratory and breeding birds

By Emma Faull

REECE has always had a won-

derfully diverse wildlife. The
richness of the environment, first
noted in works such as Aristotle’s
“Historia Animalum” and Theo-
phrastus’ “De Historia Plantarum”,
reflects the variety of biotopes and
ecological ~conditions present in
Greece. In proportion to its size,
Greece has fourteen times as many
plant species as the United States.
France, which is almost twice the
size of Greece, has 4,400 plant
species; Greece has 6000. There are
38 types of bird of prey in Europe;
the Evros Delta in Northern Greece
contains 36, But in recent years,
modernization and its side-effects
have squandered this wealth, and
many regions with their ecosystems
have been irreparably harmed,

Greece took her first steps
toward formal conservation in 1938
with the creation of the National
Parks of Olympus and Parnassus,
initiated by the Hellenic Alpine Club.
Olympus and Parnassus have a very
rich fauna and flora, but it was their
historical significance and accessi-
bility that made them suitable for
National Park status. The next
National Park was not made until
1961; not until then had public
concern in species preservation been
sufficiently stimulated.

The first parks were modelled on
the Swiss National Park System. This
sounds perfect on paper, but
certain stipulations, such as those re-
quiring wardens and research
management, are lacking in Greece
for the most part. As one British con-
servationist noted, ‘“‘conservation in
the absence of skilful research will
result in irretrievable mistakes.”
Ironically, the creation of Olympus
as a National Park, protected legally,
has led to its degradation: the wealth
of flora and fauna on the protect-
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ed slopes has attracted hundreds of
collectors and admirers, and although
it is forbidden to pick any of the
flowers, there simply are not enough
wardens to implement this prohibi-
tion. Fortunately, the reserve covers
3,998 hectares of quite difficult
terrain which offers its own protec-
tion.

There are also two biological re-
search stations in Greece, located at
Evros and Prespa, but as yet they are
unmanned, Although the Ministry of
Agriculture, which is in charge of the
National Parks, does work to pro-
mote conservation here, it is a mam-
moth task. They need the kind of
help which comes from a public
awareness which is still missing here,
making it difficult to find people
willing to work in these various con-
servation outposts.

Prespa, one of the best examples
of the rich natural resources of
Greece, also exemplifies the prob-
lems of conservation here. This
region is vital to the ecology of
Europe because it is a superb ‘wet-
land’, an area near a shallow lake or

seacoast where aquatic flora and
fauna thrive. In the otherwise semi-
arid Mediterranean, wetlands are
of great importance for the con-
tinued survival of waterfowl and
birds of prey. But since these areas
are usually flat, accessible, fertile and
easily drained, many have undergone

unrestrained development at the

hands of man,

Wetlands are fragile ecosystems,
and it does not take much inter-
ference to destroy them. There is a
long-standing fear in Greece of ma-
laria, a disease associated with
marshy land, so wetlands stand little
chance of survival here, while in Al-
bania and Yugoslavia their decline is
due to development programs. Prespa
now stands alone in this region as a
breeding refuge for numerous rare
birds, and provides the last remaining
rest points for migratory aquatic
birds which depend on wetlands as
feeding areas along their migration
routes.

In ancient times, the area of
Prespa was valued most for the silver
mines at nearby Damastion. The
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wealth of the area was proverbial:
according to Herodotus and Strabo,
this was the ancient Garden of Midas.
Although the lake basin was very fer-
tile, the area was not intensely devel-
oped, in part because it was inhabit-
ed through the centuries by warlike
tribes such as the Lyncestians of the
third century B.C. and the savage
military bands of Bulgar Tsar
Samuel, It is also an inaccessible area
and harsh in the winter. Prespa thus
escaped deforestation, drainage, and
irrigation until relatively recently.
There is some industrial construc-
tion, an irrigation works and a pump-
ing station situated away from the
main bird breeding sites, including a
canning factory which was closed
due to conservationist pressure. On
the west side of Mikra Prespa are
marble quarries, now closed, whose
waste used to be dumped in the lake
close to the main bird habitats. Thus,
Prespa is still a relatively undevelop-
ed, unspoiled area and attracts a very
rich fauna and flora.

In the mountains around Prespa
there are wolves, brown bears, jack-
als, roe deer, and wild boar, but it is
the birds that have attracted the
most attention. One hundred eighty-
five different species have been re-
corded there, many of which are en-
dangered, notably the pelicans and
birds of prey, all of which hate
disturbance. Prespa has two species
of pelican which breed there, the
White and the Dalmatian.
In the last century, pelicans were
widespread in Europe, but because of
their voracious appetite for fish, sen-
sitive breeding nature, the destruc-
tion of their habitats, and indiscrimi-
nate hunting, they are now extreme-
ly rare. There are approximately
5000 breeding pairs of the White in
Europe and Russia, with 300 of these
at Prespa -- the only other nesting
site in Europe is in Rumania. Of the
Dalmatian, there are only 700 breed-
ing pairs in the world, with 150 at
Prespa and 70 in the Gulf of Arta. In
1970, both colonies of breeding birds
were totally destroyed by fishermen
and have returned to only a fraction
of their former number. Pelicans are
still being hunted in the winter, even
though the Government issued an
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order protecting them in 1977.

When visiting Prespa in the
spring, it is difficult to imagine that
they are endangered. They drift by in
profusion with an arrogance which
reflects their mastery of the air: at
midday they can be seen spiralling up
on currents of air until they are lost
from sight. Pesticides are also to
blame for their decline. Fish-eating
birds like the pelican are diminishing
due to D.D.T. The chemical accumu-
lates in fish, and the birds feeding
upon the fish produce thin-shelled
eggs, many of which are broken in
incubation or otherwise fail to give
healthy young.

The accumulation of toxics in
members at the lower end of the
food chain also effects birds of prey.
Six different species of eagle have
been seen at Prespa, but their num-
bers diminish annually not only from
problems in reproduction but also
from hunting. Prespa is one of the
last strongholds for breeding Sea
Eagles, and one of the few places in
Europe where Imperial Eagles are
found. But there is indiscriminate

Above: Griffon vulture, .which
haunts mountains around Prespa.
Below: Imperial eagle.
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ST. LAWRENCE COLLEGE

Headquarters at

50 Agiou Dimitriou, Paleo Psychico (671-2748)
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St. Lawrence College announces with pleasure that the
Senior School will move in January 1982 from Paleo
Psychico to Navarincu Dimitriou. The Junior School will
remain in Paleo Psychico at 50 and 37 Agiou Dimitriou
where it will be joined by the Marathonodromon Kinder-
garten.

GLYFADA

The Glyfada branch of St. Lawrence Junior School and KG
will continue at 9 Road One, Hellenikon - expanding into
three or four neighbouring properties during the year to
cater for all grades up to 8 (up to 13 on demand) plus
evening classes during the year (671-2748)

BOARDERS’ HOUSE

The Boarders first house is now happily established at No.
3 Road Gamma, Hellenikon (671-2748 and 894-6853)

PATRAS

In Patras day and evening classes for GCE and EFL are
expected to start early in the new year. Applicants will be
notified. Patras Kindergarten will open in Sept. ‘81 in a
beautiful property just outside the town. (Athens 671-
2748)

No further plans for developments in loannina are envis-
aged at present.

CENTRE FOR EUROPEAN STUDIES

Lectures will continue in Paleo Psychico. Details from
644-8931 and 671-2748

MUSIC

The School is the Centre for the Associated Board of the
Royal Schools of Music. All those intending to apply to sit
for RSM exams should apply to the Director of Music, St.
Lawrence College (671-2748) where tuition in almost all
Instruments and Theory up to GCE ‘A’ level may be ar-
ranged.

TENNIS

Professional Tennis coaching will be available in evenings
and at week-ends in Glyfadafrom early Spring. (671-2748)
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shooting of these birds and poisoned
bait is often left out for them, and
until Greece joined the EEC, which
has strict directives forbidding the
hunting and poisoning of birds of
prey, it was the most lenient country
in Europe as regards their killing.

The smaller aquatic birds that
frequent Prespa are also affected by
the use of pesticides, fertilizers, etc,
Many filter the mud for microscopic
organisms and are dependent on a
rich supply. Prespa attracts hundreds
of Siberian-bound waders in the
spring and it only takes a small upset
in the ecosystem to deter these birds,
who cover the mudflats probing the
mud neurotically for food.

In the reed-beds at the edge of
the lake are the elusive Night Herons
and the Little Bitterns who frustrate
any bird watcher by their skulking
behaviour. They are very shy birds
and the destruction of their habitats
or any human interference would
drive them away. This is also true of
the smaller insect-eating birds that
live in the reeds, raising a con-
tinuous chatter; the Great Reed War-
bler and his pervasive rasping note,
the Moustached and the Lesser Reed
Warbler proclaiming their territorial
rights, the curious pinging voice of
the immaculately plummaged Beard-
ed Reedling, and the harsh cries of
the Shrikes.

Unhappily, the number of birds
which throng the shores of Prespa
has markedly decreased in the last
ten years. The Council of Europe
lists 28 bird species in danger of ex-
tinction, 13 of which breed at Mikra
Prespa, while many others are regular
visitors. Even its existence as a
National Park does not safeguard its
unique environment, since there is so
much pressure not only from modern
expansionism but also from hunting
and traditional prejudices. There has
been a great advance in conservation
in Greece over the last few years, but
the weight of the Greek legacy lies
heavily in the hands of too few,

Emma Faull, a member of the British
School of Archaeology, is studying
the birds of Greece, ancient and mo-
dern.
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On the Town

Athenian boites go big-time
By David J. Connolly

HE Athenian boites, which first

began to appear in the early
Sixties, were modelled on the French
prototype, and were closely linked
with the emerging “New-Wave”
(Neo-Kyma) of music, its chief ex-
ponents being Notis Mavroudis,
Yiorgos Zographos, Lakis Papas,
Arletta and a host of other young
singers and composers.

Through the boites, these now-
famous artists made names for them-
selves. During the Sixties, the boites
were small homely places with a
regular clientele where new singers
and composers could present their
work to the public. In turn, the pub-
lic could, for a small fee, enjoy a
drink in a friendly atmosphere and
hear original, and often very beauti-
ful, songs.

But the term ‘boite’ is now

something of an anachronism, and is
hardly adequate for the glossy floor-
shows and nightclub atmosphere in

the Plaka.

THE ATHENIAN, JANUARY 1982

many of the more expensive
places. Neon lights, velvet curtains,
loudspeakers, and large  pro-
fessional orchestras have replaced
the single guitar or piano which once
accompanied amateur singers and
composers.

The boites are no longer places
for unknowns to make names for
themselves. The amateur nature and
improvisation of the first boites have
been replaced by a highly profession-
al program, dictated in many in-
stances by the record company to
which the singers belong as a means
of promoting their “products” and
increasing record sales. Now, big halls
or converted cinemas decorated in
heavy colours with huge pictures of
the singers on the walls provide the
setting, and the public is herded in
and out by waiters expert in making
two go into one.

Nearly all the programs of the
individual boites are variations on the
same theme. They usually open with
all the singers on stage, followed by
individual appearances leading up to
the emergence of the star of the
evening. One or two orchestral pieces

~or comic interludes help to fill out

the program, which closes with the
appearance, once again, of all the
singers on stage.

Meanwhile, the audience,

squashed together and unable to
converse above the sound of the
loudspeakers, drink their obligatory
drink which replaces an entrance fee
and which now costs as much as 550
drachmas, and listens to songs about
poverty and hardship or to village
laments sung by artists who earn up
to 100,000 drachmas per night!

A far cry indeed, then, are these
modern boites from their earlier
counterparts. Yet, in spite of every-
thing, they continue to be packed
full each night by a public craving to
see its stars live on stage.

This year, the Athenian boite
scene is distinctly late in taking shape
and exhibits a somewhat diminished
profile in comparison with recent
years. The ‘big names’ are in evidence
as always, yet there seems to be an
attempt at a revival of the old-style
boite both inside and outside the
Plaka.

Three boites on Tholou Street,
“Esperides”, “Apanemia” and “Sou-
souro”, represent the backbone of
this attempt to preserve something of
the atmosphere of an old-style boite.
Both Yiannis Argyris at “Esperides”
and  Yiorgos  Zographos  at
“Apanemia” insist on keeping to the
style of the original boites with small
rooms, everyday dress, dialogue and
contact with the audience, and a

Singer-composer Dimos Moutsis performs nightly at the “Diagonios”, “the most sympathetic of the big three boites” in
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friendly atmosphere.

Yiannis Argyris opened
“Esperides” (one of the very first
boites) as long ago as 1964 and has
succeeded in keeping it in the same
mould and with the same atmosphere
ever since, His mixture of satire,
songs and jokes succeed in creating a
warmth and immediacy with the
public which are permanent charac-
teristics of this authentic boite of the
Sixties. Singing along with Argyris
are Michalis Maridakis, Olga Mouriki,
Takis Biniaris and Christos Mendis on
piano. i

“Apanemia”, the permanent
home of Yiorgos Zographos, is
another one of these ‘historical’
boites, full of nostalgia for the
Sixties and of memories of the dic-
tatorship when such boites provided
an emotional outlet through song.
Yiorgos Zographos is perhaps more
linked with the boites than any other
singer, having passed through nearly
all the Athenian boites at some stage
and having sung with nearly all the
composers of the ‘“New-Wave” era.
Accompanying
“Apanemia” are Nikos Arvanitakis,
Stella Anezaki. Dimitris Dimoulas
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Zographos  at.

Composer Loukianos Kilaidonis, whose works are presented at the “Diagonios”

and Vangelis and Yiorgos Dikos, with
composer Linos Kokotos, on piano.

The third of this trio of ‘retro’
boites in Tholou Street is “Sou-
souro” where Thanos Adrianos, and
his colleagues sing and entertain. One
feature of this boite is that every
Monday evening, in place of the
usual program, the public can enjoy
‘Rebetic evenings’ with old-time
rebetes Yiannis Dedes, Spyros Kalfo-
poulos, Vassilis Karouzos, Odysseus
Moschonas, Yiorgos Mouflouzelis,
Kostas Roukounas, Kouli Skarpeli
and Anna Chrysafi.

Perhaps the most daring attempt
at a renewal of the boite-scene is that
of Thomas Bakalakos and his col-
leagues at “Themelio”. This likeable
young composer attempted some-
thing similar last year in Kaisariani at
“Diastasi”. Unfortunately, his efforts
went unrewarded and were lost in
the dark streets of Kaisariani. This
year, however, Bakalakos has set up
his boite in the heart of the Plaka.

Ever re-working and renewing
his musical output, Bakalakos
presents in the first part of his pro-
gram a host of new songs based on
poetry by  Yiorgos Giannaris,

Asimakis Panselinos and Yiannis
Negrepondis, together with a new
composite work based on a poem by
Nobel Prize winning poet, Yiorgos
Seferis, entitled “The Last Day”. The
second part of the program features a
musical setting of the theatrical work
by Kostas Varnalis, “Aristea and
Monkey”, acted by Jenny Kalyva
and Makis Floros.

The program also contains a
selection of songs from Bakalakos’
three  successful records “The
Georgics”, “The Protectors” and
“March in the Night”, sung by Baka-
lakos himself, Yiorgos Idraios,
Sophia Michailidou and Rozalia. The
evening ends with a short tribute to
the rebetic song. This friendly, au-
thentic boite is one of the most
interesting ‘and original to have
opened this season.

The three ‘show’ boites of the
Plaka are, without doubt, “Zoom”,
“Zygos” and ‘“Diagonios”. In the
plush red decor of “Zoom”, popular
female singer-turned-star, Marinella,
reigns supreme in an almost one-
woman show, helped out by young
unknown Andonis Stefanides. This is
one of the most expensive boites and
strictly for fans of Marinella.

The program across the road
from “Zoom” at “Zygos” presents,
as every year, one of the best-prepared
and wide-ranging shows. Singers
Haris Alexiou, Dimitra Galani,
Kostas Karalis, Yiorgos Sarris and
aging star, Kaiti Grey, are given
ample opportunity to parade their
latest hits.

Haris Alexiou, who is now in her
third year at “Zygos”, is no doubt
one reason why this is one of the
most popular boites in the Plaka. Her
stage appearance and wide range of
singing styles makes a visit to
“Zygos” worthwhile just for her
alone. But, then, all the performers
in this boite number among today’s
singing  stars. Even  relatively
unknown Yiorgos Sarris is very im-
pressive with his rendering of com-
poser and bouzouki-player Christos
Nikolopoulos’ latest record,
“Governments fall but love re-
mains”. The highlight of the show is
the appearance of one of the grand-
dames of the popular rebetic song,
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Kaiti Grey, in a medley of old and
new songs.

“Diagonios” also presents a star-
studded line-up featuring composers
Loukianos Kilaidonis and Dimos
Moutsis, together with singers
Manolis Mitsias, Eleni Vitali, Alkistis
Protopsalti, Yiannis Koutras and
Aphrodite Manou, who combine to
make a very entertaining evening.
But the program still needs some re-
arranging; now there are two totally
opposite musical styles following
each other, jarring to say the least.
Besides the wide range of satirical,
popular and traditional folk songs,
the program also includes two comic
interludes featuring Tony Antony.
Although these are amusing, they are
totally out of place, Most of the
songs are from recent or soon-to-be-
released records, though Manolis
Mitsias does treat the audience to a
medley of ‘golden oldies’ by Kilai-
donis and Moutsis. The most sym-
pathetic of the big three boites “Dia-
gonios” is a guaranteed enjoyable
evening.

Aphrodite Manou

This completes the round-up of
boites which have opened so far in
the Plaka, Three more boites exist,
however, outside that Athenian en-
tertainment mecca. At “Snob” in the
Kolonaki area, Nini Zaha plays piano
and sings her own compositions in
this cross between a boite and a
piano bar. And until recently, Lakis
Papas, another name closely
associated with the first boites and
the “New-Wave” movement of the

early Sixties, performed at “Skolion”
in Kaisariani. His departure, however,
has left “Skolion” in the hands of
Dinos Konstandinidis and his col-
leagues who provide a varied program
in low-key atmosphere.

Finally, in Exarchia is “Ach
Maria”, somewhere between a boite
and a cafeneion, where during the
afternoon customers can play chess,
backgammon, and drink coffee. In
the evening, singer Vassilis Papakon-
standinou presents a program of
songs, satire and sketches. Together
with Papakonstandinou are composer
Yiannis Zouganellis and singers
Isidora Sideri, Sophia Vossou and
Sakis Boulas, who also exhibits his
talents as an actor. “Ach Maria”,
which began last year, is a note-
worthy attempt to escape from the
established boite-prototype of the
Plaka.

David Connolly, who writes regularly
on Records for The Athenian, is a
connoisseur and some-time scholar
(or the reverse) of Athenian boites.

All of these boites are expected
to remain open right up until Easter,
A telephone call before setting out is
always a wise thing as times of
programs are apt to change quite
suddenly, and a night out at an
Athenian boite is not something to
be missed!

Apanemia, Tholou 4, Plaka, Tel. 324-
8580. One of the old-style boites.
Singing is Yiorgos Zographos to-
gether with Nikos Arvanitakis, Stella
Anezaki, Dimitris Dimoulas, Vangelis
and Yiorgos Dikos, and Linos Koko-
tos. Programs nightly at 9 pm and on
Sat, also at 10:30 pm, Closed Tues.
Minimum charge 225 drs. '

Ach Maria, Solomou 20, Exatchia.
An original attempt to create the at-
mosphere of a musical-cafeneion and
is open from late afternoon. A pro-
gram is presented each evening con-
taining songs, sketches and satire,
and featuring Vassilis Papakonstan-
dinou, Isidora Sideri, Sophia’ Vossou,
Sakis Boulas and Yiannis Zouganellis.

Diagonios, Adrianou 111, Plaka, Tel.
323-3644; 324-5700. Featured are
Loukianos Kilaidonis, Dimos
Moutsis, Manolis Mitsias, Eleni Vitali,
Alkistis  Protopsalti, Yiannis

Koutras, Aphrodite Manou and Tony
Antony, Programs nightly at 10:00
pm with two programs on Sat at
8:30 and 11:30 pm. Closed Mon-
days. Minimum charge 450 drs.

Esperides, Tholou 6, Plaka, Tel. 322-
5482. An authentic boite of the 60s.
Songs and sketches by Yiannis
Argyris, together with Michalis Mari-
dakis, Olga Mouriki, Takis Biniaris
and Christos Mendis. Programs night-
ly at 9:00 p.m. and on Sat. also at
11:30 pm, Minimum charge 225 drs.

Iliotropio, Kypselis 94, Singing are
Gav, Astrinos, Stelios Panayiotidis,
Danae Spiliopoulou. Programs night-
ly at 9:30 pm. Closed Tues. Mini-
mum charge 250 drs

Skolion, M. Karaoli and Klazomenon
48, Kaisariani, Tel. 737-109. Singing
are Dinos Konstandinidis, Despina
Hatziandreou, Yiorgos Salvanos, A.
Vikelis and Dimitris Papangelidis.
Nightly at 10 pm. with two shows on
Sat. and Sun., the first beginning at
9:30 pm. Closed Wed. Minimum
charge 300 drs.

Snob, Anapiron Polemou 10,
Kolonaki, Tel. 714-929. Cross be-
tween a piano bar and boite, with

owner Nini Zaha on piano and sing-
ing.

Sousouro, Tholou 17, Plaka, Tel.
321-0666. Song, satire and sketches
featuring Thanos Adrianos, G. Tam-
baris and Alkisti. Programs nightly at
9:30 pm., Rebetic evening Mondays,.
Minimum charge 300 drs. for two
drinks.

Themelio, Kydathinaion 37, Plaka,
Tel. 323-3619. Composer Thomas
Bakalakos and singers Yiorgos
Idraios, Sophia Michaelidou and
Rozalia, Theatrical presentation with
Jenny Kalyva and Makis Floros. Pro-
grams nightly at 10 pm. Minimum
charge 350 drs. Students 250 drs.

Zoom, Kydathinaion 37, Plaka, Tel.
322-5920, Show starring Marinella
and A. Stefanidis, Programs nightly
at 10:30 pm. Closed Mondays. Min-
imum charge 550 drs.

Zygos, Kydathinaion 22, Plaka, Tel.
322-5595. Singing are Haris Alexiou,
Dimitra Galani,  Kostas Karalis,
George Sarris and Kaiti Grey. Pro-
grams nightly at 10:30 pm. with two
programs on Sat. at 8:30 and 11:30
pm. Closed Tues; Minimum charge
500 drs.
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Rudolf Nureyev Takes Another Bow

One of the world’s foremost ballet dancers speaks of his art and himself during his fall visit to Athens.
By Haris Livas

UDOLF Nureyev stands out as
Rone of the most electrifying
male dancers of all time.” (Time
Magazine, April 1965). Sixteen years
later, Nureyev has become a legend.
His dance performances at the
Athens Festival this past summer
with the Ballet of the Vienna State
Opera inspired a feverish excitement
unparalleled in Festival history.
Tickets to his five performances were
sold out by noon of the first day
they went on sale, to fans who had
waited twelve hours through the
night in a sea of bodies five abreast. I
attended the performances and the
dress rehearsals. Our interview was
held on stage during the dress re-
hearsal of Swan Lake, between the
3rd and 4th acts, Rudi wearing a
green knitted cap and a thick check-
ed lumberman’s jacket over his wool
warmup tights. He is a great clown
during rehearsals, making faces, stick-
5 ing out his tongue, hamming up his

\ ¢ . steps. He can also be quite sharp and

\ rude when he spots imperfection.

The clowning around is strictly for

\ { himself and for his partner, should
e she care to join, but in performances
Ak all that is changed.
'-'*w-r.,. ek okok

\ik% Livas: I'm interested in your long-
‘er time partnership with Margot Fon-
’\. : teyn. What do you think it was that
you learned from Fonteyn? What did
‘\\ she give to you?
Nureyep: Precision. Economy. At-
tack on time, Any dancer that comes
from Russia has certain failings. Un-
disciplined. Not gathered together.
Attack always about four beats be-
hind. They have no memory. Those
things by her example were corrected
in no time.
Livas: I've heard that you set the
strictest standards for yourself, and
you become moody and irritable
when you don't measure up to those
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standards - or when your partner
doesn’t measure up to them. Is that
true? ;
Nureyey: 1am really more interested
in myself. So I'm rough on myself.
The others, they take note. When a
partner is really good like Fonteyn,
with such expertise, she was always
attuned to what I had to say. I had
to draw from my watching of Nijin-
sky and other Russian dancers. She
always took any advice and absorbed
it.

Livas: What about your partners for
the performance in Athens? How do
you find working with them?
Nureyev: Cynthia Gregory is prob-
ably the most pliable of the three.
She’s very tall. Her legs are longer
than mine. She has beautiful tech-
nique. She has a desire to oblige, to
comply - a real generosity. This
makes her very valuable. I don’t
think she looks taller than me. She
contributes to a harmonious perfor-
mance. Fonteyn and me, we always
had one idea. We worked it out; it
was one idea, and it was that idea
toward which we worked. We never
tried to hook the public, to get ap-
plause. We were absolutely absorbed
in each other, and the direction of
movement was toward each other,
not toward the public. It was a flash,
a growing into each other, and then
it was somehow transmitted to the
public. And that kind of thing you
have with Cynthia. There is limitless
will to contribute to a mutual perfor-
mance.

Livas:  Would you say she’s your
favorite partner now?

Nureyev: Well, I definitely ... very
much, yes. But I don’t dance with
her that often. She’s with Ballet
Theatre. Eva Evdokimova grew fan-
tastically in the last year. She always
had a fantastic technique -- beautiful
corps de bras. Technique quite per-
fect. She also learned to share a per-
formance, and that’s very important.
Gisela Cech -- she was one of the girls
in the corps de ballet when I first
came to “Swan Lake”. I put her into
Big Swans. She was one of the five I
wanted to push, but it was always
very difficult. In that kind of Social-
ist system they have, it’s really not
easy. So 17 years later, she’s become
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prima ballerina with the Company --
slightly too late. I mean, they kept
her in the back too long, and didn’t
give her a classical repertoire. But she
gives such care and attention. I
stressed to her that cleanness of line,
that’s your longevity. That’s where
your life on stage will be assured -- if
you produce a good clean arabesque,
it doesn’t matter if your leg is so
high, but it has to be stretched. And
so she achieved that. In the first per-
formance she was too nervous. But
the second was full of aggression,
good line, balance. A dialogue with
your partner is very important.
Otherwise you just like to get a per-
formance over as fast as you can.
Livas: How many years of ballet
training did you have in Russia be-
fore you came to the West?

Nureyey: Well, I studied at the Kirov
for three years, then I became princi-
pal dancer for another three, that
makes six. Then I came to the West.
Before that, I was dancing with folk-
lore groups, amateur groups, twice a
week going to class -- things like that.
Then for a year and a half, I was an
extra at the Ufa Theater. They used
me in the corps de ballet.

Livas: Do you think that in the West
one can get as good a ballet training
- classical ballet training -- as one can
get in Russia?

Nureyev: Technically and scientifi-
cally, ballet begins with the feet.
Technical ability comes from the
feet. This is much greater here than
in Russia. Of course in the West,
dancers are somewhat stiff because
of that. In Russia, they overindulge
in corps de bras and don’t know
which leg they’re standing on. To
partner a Russian ballerina is real
hell. They all look kind of like bull-
dozers now and then, and all those
muscles! There are so many great
classical dancers around. No one is
going back to the Russian way. I
think we in the West can produce
streamlined dancers with impeccable
arabesques.

Livas: 1Is there one place which you
think offers the best ballet training
today? One specific place or school?
Nureyey:  Of course, Balanchine
trains the best. For technique. For
speed. For a dancer, the center of

movement is the foot. That’s it. It
starts there. The foot has to be most
intelligent, most flexible, most
strained, least vulnerable. It has to be
like steel. The other school I would
mention would be Kirov. I saw the
ballet in Paris three years ago, and I
was very pleased and very surprised.
They were good. No matter how
many dancers leave from that com-
pany, the company and school will
always be great.

Livas: Do you have any family in
Russia?

Nureyev: Yes. I have my mother and
three sisters.

Livas: What do you think is the best
company you ever worked with?
Nureyey: Gee, at the time I'm per-
forming with them, it’s always the
best company, you know. The classi-
cal repertoire is the answer to all ill-
nesses. It is medicinal. You may
laugh or dislike it, but there in ballets
like “Raymonda” is the spine, the
frame. You may create on top. But
you do have to relate to those bal-
lets, and Kirov has the largest reper-
toire in existence, Of course, a bit of
Balanchine and a bit of Tetley and
the company would be perfect!
Then, I enjoyed dancing, and when I
danced with them, I thought they
were the best. Then I came to the
West, and to the Marquis de Cuevas
Ballet. At the beginning, the com-
pany was great. They had the best
dancers. Then the Ballet Theater
reached fame especially when the
corps de ballet started to match the
principal dancers. Of course, Balan-
chine has a homogeneous school,
homogeneous training. It’s unfortu-
nate that they have a repertoire too
wide, that many ballets reach stage
not fully rehearsed. The Paris Opera
is coming forward. They have a
brilliant corps de ballet, good girls,
excellent soloists. Long-limbed, good
technique. But a haphazard reper-
toire, so the season is unsteady.
Livas: What has been your closest
friendship in the dance world?
Nureyey: With Margot Fonteyn.

Journalist Haris Livas, mother of six,
writes for The Athens Daily Post,
The Int’l Herald Tribune, and the
Greek daily Ethnos.
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On The Slopes

Bright sun and snow provide a dazzling
backdrop for winter sports enthusiasts

By Becky Dennison Sakellariou

KIING, a new-comer to the

sporting scene in Greece, has
caught on quicker than a flurry of
snow. Ski areas are sprouting up like
crocuses in springtime, and sport
shops carry all the equipment you
need, and much that you don’t need.

Eighty percent of Greece is
mountainous, and more than eighty
peaks are over 1900 meters high. The
snow cover can last from mid-
December to mid-April. The largest
and most popular, and best known
area now operating in Greece is on
Mt. Parnassus, in central Greece,
developed and run by the National
Tourist  Organization.  Parnassus’
highest peak reaches 2457 meters,
and at times holds snow right
through to the end of May. Towards
the end of the season, some hardy
sports enthusiasts ski in the mornings
until the snow gets too sticky, drive
straight down to Itea or Galaxidi on
the Gulf of Corinth, an hour’s drive,
and swim the rest of the day.

Built in 1976 on the site of a
small ski lift put in by the Alumin-
ium Company of Greece for its em-
ployees, the impressive EOT installa-
tion faces due north. The first part
of the ski area, which starts from
Fterolaka at 1900 meters and rises

to Vlacholacha at 2100 meters,
has two triple chairlifts and two
“poma” lifts or teleski. A large,
sprawling building houses a substan-
tial restaurant, a ski-rental office, and
good rest-rooms at the top of the
first chairlift, and offers, on clear
days, a stupendous view of the
slopes, peaks, and far-off mountain
ranges.

The second and higher chair-lift
reaches an area that gives access to a
variety of skiing: you can ski back
down under the lift on the groomed
piste; you can climb a bit higher and
take a cross-country trip around to
the back side of the mountain,
coming down a seldom-skied slope,
often in deep powder snow; or you
can traverse over to the east side and
follow a series of gentle, wide trails
which occasionally go through the
trees, to come out at the bottom of
the lower chair. This off-the-piste
skiing depends very much on the
snow conditions, and beginners and
weak-hearted adventurers should not
attempt these without someone
familiar with the runs.

Just below the restaurant is what
is known as the “baby lift”, a small,
slow-moving, poma lift for children
and beginners which goes up a very
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The run-out of the beginner’s slope, Parnassc

gentle incline. Next to this lift is the
ski school, with a large area where
several classes can be conducted
simultaneously. The ski instruction
at the EOT ski area is improving, and
is much more organized than it was
in the early days. You can get
teachers for every level of skiing, and
private lessons if you wish. For inter-
mediate skiers, the “middle” poma
lift gives onto a short, nice run with
some steep sections, and access to
the other slopes. The total lift ca-
pacity per hour is 2500.

Facing north northwest is the
new sector of the EOT ski installa-
tion due to open this winter. Larger
and more varied, it connects over the
ridge of Kelaria to the other side at
Fterolaka. Now skiers can ski the
whole area, taking advantage of eight
new lifts, over 50 acres of meticu-
lously groomed slopes, longer and
more difficult runs, and an oppor-
tunity to experience a marvelous
mountain at first hand,

The new area, with a lift capac-
ity of 7000, has one gondola from
the base parking lot to the midway
shelter, two triple chairdifts, one
double chair-lift, and four poma lifts.
Ski school facilities, equipment ren-
tals, and medical supplies (two doc-
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tors on call every weekend) will be
available on this new side, also. The
area, as a whole, will have four slope-
grooming machines, three rotary
snowplows which will .clear all access
roads from the town of Arachova,
and a first-aid ambulance.

The new area, known as Kelaria,
has a building at the bottom which
contains ski rental offices, ticket
offices, and a snack bar, At mid-
station, the building that stands there
now will be used only as a warming
facility; there will be no restaurant
there this year, at least. There are no
high-altitude restaurants, either.

On the other side of the range is
a small private ski area run by the
Athens Ski Club. Although the club
has a large membership who ski at
reduced rates, anyone can ski there
at the full ticket rates. Sometimes,
when the EOT side is overflowing, it
is a nice treat to go to this small,
comfortable area with its short lift
lines. They, too, have a restaurant
and warming house, and four poma
lifts,

The upper lift at the Athens Ski
Club is the longest (900 m) and
highest teleski in Greece, going from
2000 meters to 2350 meters at the
peak of Gerondovrachos. Those with
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a sense of adventure can climb over
from the top of this lift, traverse and
“bushwack” down to eventually
hitch up with the new Kelaria side of
the mountain. There are ski instruc-
tors and ski rental facilities at this
area.

For those who don’t like long
lines, who can’t stand ski-chic, and
crowds of ambitious athletes, Mt.
Pelion near Volos is an alternative.
The north winds from the sea bring
good snow, and the conditions are
generally favourable from January
through March. Because of the low
altitude of the ski center, 1600
meters, the snow remains fairly soft
throughout the year. The area has
two chairlifts and one t-bar, a ski
school and rentals. One advantage of
Pelion is that you can stay overnight
within the area at the refuge of the
Hellenic Mountaineering and Skiing
Federation, an old and respected
alpine organization with facilities on
many mountains in Greece.

Another small, well-run ski cen-
ter is at Mt. Vermion, near Seli and
farther, Naoussa. Here, too, there is
accommodation right at the ski area
in three HMSF refuges called
“athletes’ houses” open to all skiers.
Nearby Seli (3 km) has several
boarding houses and a Xenia hotel.
The snow conditions on Vermion are
similar to those at Pelion. There are
two separate ski centers on Vermion,
one run by the National Sports
Secretariat and the other privately. It
is possible to cross over from one
area to the other, on skis. The
private area has ski rentals, and both
areas have ski instructors available.
Altogether, there are three t-bars and
one chair lift. George Martsoukos,
vice-president of the Athens chapter
of the Hellenic Mountaineering and
Skiing Federation of Greece con-
siders Vermion to have “the best
sleeping, eating, and lift facilities in
Greece.” Ski tickets at both Vermion
and Pelion are relatively inexpensive.

One other small ski area with
great potential for development and

excellent snow conditions is at
Veluchi % hour drive above

~ Karpenissi. Previously run by Klauda-

tos, the area is now being developed
by the Eurytania Development Cor-

Other ski lifts in Greece

The information on these ski areas is
incomplete. Watch out for bad roads
and primitive facilities.

Mt. Kissavos: north of Larissa at the
site of Kanalos, altitude 1604 m.
One lift, operating on weekends and
holidays.

Mt. Menalon: 30 kilometers from
Tripolis, 2 ski lifts operating at the
site of Ostrakina.

Mt. Pagaeon: 1% hours from Kavala,
one lift at Koilas Orfeos, altitude
1750 m., operating only on week-
ends. .

Mt. Dirfy: about 40 k. from Halkis,
one lift operating at Leiri only on
Sundays and holidays.

Mt. Vitsi: 20 k. from Florina, two
lifts operating at Vigla Pissoderiou
daily.

Mt. Vrontou: 1% hours from Serres,
two lifts operating at Lai-Lai.

Mt, Falakron: 40 k. from Drama, one
t-bar operating at Choros on Sun--
days.

Mt. Pindos: outside of Metsovo, one
old chair lift operates every day ex-
cept Wednesdays (and when it breaks
down).

On Mt. Olympos, the Hellenic Moun-
taineering and Skiing Federation of
Greece has several well-run refuges
for those who want to do winter
mountain climbing and skiing. No
lifts.

Helpful hints for a better ski holiday:
Always have chains with you if you
travel by car. When renting skis, get
to the area early, as the items go fast.
Call the local Hellenic Mountaineer-
ing and Skiing Federation refuges for
snow condition information and
possible accommodations: ~Athens
number 323-1867.

Prices for the EOT installation:

400 dr. day ticket, students and chil-
dren over 6, 150 dr. day ticket; card
with 20 holes, 650 dr.; card with 60
holes, 1700 dr. All prices to go up
15-20% by Jan. 1. Possible new
weekend rates. Tel. 0267-31692 or
0234-22693-4.

Athens Ski Club rates: approx. 700
dr. Saturday ticket, 800 dr., Sunday.
Special weekend rates. Closed Tues-
days. Call 643-3368 for information.
Prices for all other areas are reason-
ably inexpensive.
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ST CATHERINE'S BRITISH EMBASSY SCHOOL

V(\ (Incorporated Association of Preparatory Schools)

Children are accepted from 5-13 years. St Catherine’s prepares children for
all types of British and Commonwealth Senior Education;’ particular
attention is given to children who wish to sit Common Entrance Examinations
into British Public Schools.

Prospectus and particulars from:-

The Headmistress,

St Catherine’s British Embassy School,

tel: 801-0886
British Embassy, Athens, Greece.

THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY
SCHOOLS OF ATHENS, INC.

ACCREDITED PRIVATE SCHOOL

ACADEMY (HIGH SCHOOL)
MIDDLE SCHOOL

PRE-SCHOOL AND ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
(HALANDRI AND KIFISSIA)

ACADEMY RESIDENTIAL LIFE UNIT
(KASTRI AMERICAN CLUB)

ACS. You must have heard about us. We are proud of our U.S.
accreditation based on quality of curriculum and teachers and on
our continuing college admissions record. (About 80% of each
graduating class go to colleges and universities.)

But have you heard about our Advanced Placement (Honors)
Program, our SAT Preparation Sessions, and International Bac-
calaureate Diploma for those with highest goals for American or
international universities? We have not forgotten the other 20%
of our students either. Please look into our special programs for
problem learners, after-school activities, tournaments, field
trips, business, industrial arts, languages. While you are at it, take
a look at our excellent facilities.

Real substance! Real education!

ADMISSIONS OFFICE AT MAIN HALANDRI CAMPUS
129 Aghias Paraskevis Street
Ano Halandri
Telephone: 659-3200

KIFISSIA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Athanasiou Diakou & Kokkinaki Streets
Kifissia

Telephone: 808-0475

h Toys &
TO NUIXVI®I o

SOLONOS 12, KOLONAKI. TEL: 363-1652
ITHAKIS 38, PATISSION. TEL: 864-2714
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poration. The slopes are all above
2000 meters and hold the snow
longer and better than the others at
lower altitudes. Vellichi also has both
ski rentals and a ski school.

Although some areas offer
equipment for rent, you can find
everything you need at the growing
sports shops in Athens. Prices of skis
and poles compare favourably with
those in other European countries
and the U.S. because of the relatively
low customs duty on athletic items.
The prices of ski clothes and boots
(which are in the same customs
classification as shoes), on the other
hand, are often outrageously high;
creative improvisation with jeans and
with various layers is often more
economical and sometimes more fun.
(It must be emphasized that skiing is
an expensive sport: food, lodging,
and transportation added to clothing,
equipment, and tickets make a sub-
stantial sum.) Other accompani-
ments to winter sports now available
in Greece are car ski-racks, chains for
your tires, de-icers for the wind-
shield, and even heated gloves. If you
don’t have a private car or don’t like
driving on icy roads, many travel
agencies have organized group trips
to the large areas.

Because of the relatively pre-
dictable and stable snow conditions,
Greece could attract northern Euro-
pean skiers if its ski areas were even
better organized. Both public and
private developers could build ski
resorts with a master plan, whose de-
sign would not only include the
actual skiing area, but flats, chalets,
and other residences and the enter-
tainment and shopping facilities: in
other words, the living and working
surroundings.

Skiing in Greece is always an ad-
venture, There are days so blindingly
brilliant that you literally get tanned
from looking at the snow; and there
are days when the fog is so thick, the
lifts stop, and everyone gathers in the
restaurant around the fire, playing
cards, laughing, and feeling great
camaraderie. Whatever happens, it is
usually great fun.

Becky Dennison Sakellariou, a New
Englander, is a skier and poet.
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GEORGE MILIOS
Zoumboulakis Gallery

George Milios was trained as an
engraver, but a few years ago, he
crossed over into the fields of paint-
ing and photography as well. Aware
of the possibilities in the use of
varying techniques and tools, Milios
makes the media of the engraver, the
painter, and the photographer an
inherent part of his creativity.

Milios belongs to the category of
contemporary artists concerned with
the fundamentals of painting; the
two-dimensional surface, the paint,
the color, the descriptive power of
the line. As a consequence, he is a
painter more of form than of
content. Like so many contemporary
artists today, he often makes use of
mundane subjects, Milios’ intense
feeling for materials can also be
attributed to his training as an
engraver and his long experience as a
restorer of Byzantine frescoes.

Although there were a few
engravings, drawings, and
photographs, the Milios exhibition at
the Zoumboulakis consisted mainly
of paintings. By and large, these are
moderately small, perhaps a direct
take-off from the limited size of the
engraver‘s plates, Most of the work is
executed on pieces of free-hanging
canvas which are then tacked or sewn
onto the painter’s classic stretcher,
an unusual method of display. (I felt
this independent piece of cloth could
be interpreted as a fall-back on the
engraver’s plate, but this was hotly
repudiated by the artist.) Of prime
importance to Milios is what he
refers to as the “painting’s space’.
This is the flat canvas stretcher which
holds the painted surface and clearly
differentiates it from the wall. He
feels that to hang loose canvas on the
wall would make the painting lose its
inherent space.

These surfaces are totally
covered in thickly-applied paint on
which Milios has engraved his
schematic subjects. Using a
sharp-pointed metal tool, the lines
are incised in depth into the paint. In
the only two large paintings at the
exhibition, Milios applied his
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Painting by George Milios at the
Zoumboulakis

painting directly onto the stretcher.
Here, composition and content take
priority over the materials. Although
well arranged and aesthetically
satisfying, these paintings seem
weaker, watered down and definitely
less original than the often vital and
interesting smaller ones.

THEODOROS STAMOS
Bernier Gallery

Because it saw the inception of
Abstract Expressionism and the New
York School, the 1940s has been
referred to as the ‘golden age’ of
American painting. Theodoros
Stamos made his entrance into this
restless and revolutionary art scene
when he had his first one-man show
at Betty Parson’s Wakefield Gallery
in 1943, Then only 21 years old, he
was the youngest artist of the first
generation of Abstract
Expressionists.

Since the beginning of his career,
Stamos has been consistently
painting nature, though not, of
course, pictorially. His paintings,
always abstract, often conjure up
wide, sweeping landscapes. These
carry in them a sense of mysticism
and man’s communion and
participation with ‘“the inner life of

. the natural phenomenon”. It was not

'surpn'sing therefore that certain
works in the Stamos exhibition at
the Bernier last month should have

been dedicated to the great 19th
century romantic landscape painter,
Caspar D. Friedrich. Friedrich’s
approach to divinity was not through
the use of religious themes but via
the secular world, notably, the
elemental powers of the universe. His
landscapes, depicting the vastness of
nature, convey an aura of mystery
and man’s “spiritual absorption with
creation”.

Paint and color remain today the
most prominent and important
feature in Stamos’ work. It becomes
evident that this second generation
Greek, born in New York, has a
spontaneous and innate affinity with
both the art of painting and the paint
he uses, His works are sensuous and
pleasing to behold. His surfaces are
characterized by an economy and
simplicity of composition, while the
texture, which is agitated and light,
reveals the artist’s distinctively
personal brushstroke, All the
paintings at the exhibition belonged
to the “Infinity Field Lefkada
Series’ (1974-81). In a red and mauve
work dedicated to Friedrich and
executed in 1981, the amorphous
and shapely curved contour of his
object, expanding and flowing,
almost seems to overtake the entire
field of the picture, creating a
tension across the surface which is
stopped and held in check by the
boundaries of the canvas stretcher,
making us aware of its rectangular
perimeter. Led on by the ‘flow’ of
the object, the eye’s wandering over
this economically rendered surface
can be compared to the scanning of a
landscape - a fulfilling and
pleasurable visual sensation.

Stamos is not concerned with
paint and the surface like so many
abstract artists, but paint on the
surface. He treats and manipulates
the paint to suit his needs, unlike the
surface which is a priori flat and
unmalleable. He retains the surface
flatness of his works by his use of
paint: color, texture, composition
and even theme exist solely through
its materiality.

After four decades, Stamos
remains the true painter par
excellence, and his objectives have
changed little over the years. His
recent work imparts great visual
pleasure, with color, brushwork,
texture, composition, and light all
vibrantly expressed.

Catherine Cafopoulos
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cinema

LOVE WANDERS IN THE NIGHT
Directed by Frieda Liappa

TRIAL OF THE JUNTA
Directed by Theodosius
Theodosopoulos

A brief news item reporting the
double suicide of two women in their
late thirties caught the eye of Frieda
Liappa four years ago, and became
the inspiration for her recently
released feature-length film Love
Wanders in The Night (I Dromi tis
Agapis Einai Nychterini). The
photographs of the women, which
showed lively and intriguing faces,
impressed the director and from this
meager material Liappa developed
the scenario of the film, letting her
imagination spin a tale. The movie
won five awards at the Thessaloniki
Film Festival last October and it has
been a commercial success in Athens
and the provinces,

In the movie’s opening scene, a
dying uncle presents his elder niece
Irini with a gun to give to her cousin
Stefanos. As Irini and Stella’s parents
are dead, Stefanos has become the
male head of the family and the
bestowal of a family relic
traditionally symbolized the passing
on of authority from one generation
to the next. Belonging to a
generation whose values emphasized
long-term security, the uncle relays
the advice to Stefanos that the
family property be kept rather than
sold.

The uncle’s concern for the
property is well-founded. Stefanos
(Grigoris Evangelatos), a painter who
has spent fifteen years in Paris,
represents a new generation that lives
for the moment. He has reached an
artistic and existential crisis and
returns to Greece with his Polish wife
in hopes of “finding” himself,
Stefanos is a charmer but he suffers
from that egocentricity so common
to the artistic temperament, leading
him to use and discard people ac-
cording to his needs.

The two sisters Ireni and Stella
lead cloistered lives, clinging to one
another almost pathologically, It was
back in their village in the
Peloponnesus years ago that both
sisters fell in love with Stefanos.
After moving to Athens, the sisters,
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who were shaped by the expectations
of a conventional upbringing yet
have failed to achieve the prescribed
goals of marriage and children, are
swept out of the mainstream of life.
This is a timely concern, a dilemma
for many migrants to the city who,
for various reasons, are excluded
from everyday social life, Stella
makes jewelry but Irini has become a
pathetic figure, buried under a cloak
of tradition with no outlet for
self-expression. Perhaps her only act
of rebellion against a male-dominated
society has been to keep her uncle’s
gun for herself, an ill-fated deed
imbued with Freudian significance. I
might quibble with the heavy-handed
use of symbolism, but this is off-set
by the performances of Mirka
Papakonstantinou as Stella and Maria
Skountzou as Irini, who are adept at
conveying through subtle nuances
the frustration of the two sisters who
must smother their natural desires.

In contrast to the two sisters
there is Daphne (Maritina Passari), a
modern Athenian girl, a free spirit
who defiantly puffs on cigarettes,
unabashedly enjoys herself in bed
with her boyfriend, and openly
disdains her mother’s talk of a better
life awaiting them in their village.
She is a survivor, just as Stella is
when she must eventually choose
between either her stunted life with
Irini or the chance of a new life with
Stefanos, which will mean sacrificing
her sister.

Liappa has created a
well-balanced movie, one that is
technically suited to the theme.
“Cool tones, especially blues, are
utilized in order to create a sense of
objectivity”, Liappa said when
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recently discussing her film. “The
frequent forward tracking shots are a
game of the camera, as though they
will reveal the secrets of the
characters; when they aren’t
revealed, the camera tracks
backwards.” The film becomes
progressively darker, as:do the paths
of love in the Greek title, creating a
pessimistic mood, “This is a
contradiction to our expectation that
love brings more light and it
emphasizes the uncertain future
towards which Stella and Stefanos
are heading” said Liappa.

Having made two other
successful short films, Liappa won an
award at the 1980 Thessaloniki
Festival for the innovative
Apetaxamin. It is pleasing to see that
this talented director has been able
to raise the funds necessary tc make
a feature length film in a relatively
short time, without having to go
abroad to do so. It is especially good
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